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INTRODUCTION

I. Background to the Conference

1, The General Assembly, in its resolution 34/203 of 19 December 1979, decided to
convene a United Nations OConference on the Least Daveloped Countries in 1981 to
£inalize, adept and support the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s
for the least developed countries, outlined in UNCTAD resolution 122 (V). 1/ 1In
the same resolution it designated Intergovernmental Group on the Least Developed
Countries of UNCTAD to act as the Preparatory Committee for the Conference and
designated the Secretary-General of UNCTAD as Secretary-General of the Conference.

2. The Preparatory Committee welcomed the offer of the Government of France to
hoat the Conference in Paris and made detailed recommendations on the organization
of the United Nations Conference. These recommendations were subsequently endorsed
by the General Assembly in its resolution 35/205 of 16 December 1980, in which the

hsgembly also accepted with appreclation the offer of the Government of France to
act as host to the Conference.

3. 'The Preparatory Committee decided to make individual least developed country
reviews the vasis for the preparations for the Conference. 2/ Accordingly, each
least developed country was invited to prepare a presentation of ite development
programme for the 19808, for review at individual meetings with its development
partners, fThe Conference secretariat sent missi >ns to almost all of the least
developed countries to discuss these preparations, Specific inputs were provided
by the Conference secretariat with the support of URDE, bilateral sources and other
Uhited Nations organizations, in collaboration with the Director-General for
Development and International Economic Co-operation,

4, Each least developed country was left to decide which countries and
multilateral agencies or other bodies it wished to invite to its review meating.

5. In accordance with the decisions taken by the Preparatory Committee, four
rounds of consultations were organized for the least developed countries and their
development partners, with the financial support of several countries. 3/ The
presentations of the least developed countries of Asia and the racific were
reviewed in Vienna from 30 March to 10 April 1981y those of eastern Africa in
Addis Ababa from 4 to 15 May 1981; those of western and central Africa and of

1/ See Proceedings of the United Nationa Conference on Trade and Development,
Fifth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United Nationgc publication; Sales
No. E.79,I1.D.14), pact one, sect, A,

2/ e Preparatory Committee held three sessions: £com 4 to
16 February 1980, from 9 to 17 October 1980 and £rom 29 June to 10 July 198l. For
the reports on the first and second sessions see Official Records of the General
Asgembly, Thirty-€fifth Session, Supplement No. 45 (A/35/45)) for that on the third
gsesion see ibid., Tirty-sixth Seasion, Supplement No. 45 (A/36/45).

3/ sustria, Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iraq, Japan, Kuwait, Mexico,
Netherlands, Norway, Qatar, Saudl Arabia and Sweden.

—lu




Somalia in The Hague from 25 May to 5 June 198ls and those of southern Africa, of
Guinea-Bisgsau and of Haiti in Geneva from 22 to 26 June 1981, 4/

6. Additional preparations for the Conference at the regional level included the
first meeting of the Ounference of Ministers of African least developed countries,
held in Addis Ababa from 26 to 30 July 1981, and the Ministerial meeting of member
States of ESCAP and ECWA in Bangkok from 10 to 1l August 198L, 5/

1T, Documantation

7. In addition to the reportas of the Preparatory Committee and of the review
neefinge and one of the regional meetings referred to in paragraphs 5 and 6 above,
the Conference had before it a number of other documents as a basis for its work:

(a) A report by the Secretary-General of the Conference sntitled "The least
developed countries in the 1980s" (A/CONF.IOQ/Z and Corr,l and Add.l and Corr.l and
Add.2 and Oorr.l and Add.3)p 6/

(b) A synopsis of the proposals made at the third session of the Preparatory
committee on the draft Substantial New Programme of Action (SNPA), prepared by the
Chairman of the Committee at the request of the Committee (A/CONF.104/0.1)3

(c) A draft resolution, submitted on the eve of the Conference by Peru on
behalf of the States members of the Group of 77, containing a draft text of the SNPA
(A/CONF.104/T..2) 3

(d) Basic data and other tables on least developed countriee, prepared by the
Conference secretariat (A/CONF.104/9 and Oorr.l and A/CONF.L04/PC/15 and Corr.l and
2 and Add.l)s

(e) Summaries of the country presentations made to the review meetings
(Beriea NCONFOJ.()‘/SP/- rel ]

(£) COontributions to the Conference by organizationa of the United Nations
system (B/CONF.104/7 and Add.1-25))

{(9) A consultant's paper, prepared at the request of the Conference
gecrotariat, on the role of non-governmental organizations in aid to the least
developed countries (A/CONF.104/8),

8. During the Conference some delmgations circulated as official documents
further information on their countriesa' activities in the fleld of assistance to
the least developed countries. 7/

4/ For the reports of these review meetings see A/CON®.104/3, 4, 5 and Corr.l
and 6, respectively.

5/ For the report of the Bangkok meeting, see A/CONF.104/12.
6/ To be issued as a United Nations publication (A/CONF.104/2/Rev.l).
7/ For the check list of documents, see annex IV.
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Part one

THE SUBSTANTIAL NEW PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR YHE 1980s
FOR THE LEAST DEVELOPEDL COUNTRIES

1. At its 19th (closing) meeting, en 14 September 1981 (see part two, sect, IX),
the Conference adopted a resolution entitled "The Substantial New Programme for the
19808 for the Least Developed Countries," which is get out in section A below.
Statements made upon its adoption are reported in section B below.

A. Text of the resolution adopted by the Conference at its
19th Meeting on 14 September 1981, entitled "The
Subgtantial New Programme of Action for the 19808 for
the Least Developed Countrieg"

The United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries,

Recalling General Asgsembly resolutions 3201 ($-VI) and 3202 (8-VI) of
1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Programne of actien on the
Establishment of a New International Economic Order, 328L (XXIX) of
12 December 1974, containing the Charter of Heconomic Rights and buties of States,
and 3362 (5~ViII) of 16 September 1975 on davelopment and international ce=operation,

Recalling resolution 122 (V) of the United Nations Cenference on Trade and
Development adopted at Manila on 3 June 1979, in which it decided as one of its
major priorities vo launch a Comprechensive New Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries in two phages, an Immediate Action Programme (1979-198l) and a
Substantial New Programme of Action for fhe 19805, and which wags endorsed by the
General Asgembly in its regolution 34/210 of 19 December 1980,

Recognizing that primary responsibility for their development rests with the
least developed countries themselves,

Recalling further that the objegctive of the Substantial New Pregramme of
Action for the 19808 for the least developed countries is toe trangform their
economies toward self-gsustained development and enable thenr to provide at least
internationally accepted minimum standards of nucriuion, health, transport and
communications, housing and education, ag well ag job opportunities, to all their
citizens, and particularly to the rural and urban poor,

Noting with appreciation that come developed countries have taken positive
steps towards the implementation of resolution 122 (V) of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development,

Expressing deepest concern that, cven more than two years after the adoption
of the Immediate Action Programme (1979-1981) contained in the aforesaid
resolution, very limited progress has been made towards its implementation,




Reaffirming the necessity of stable peace for the economic and social
development of the least developed countries and the significance of the real steps
taken in the field of disarmament for the substantial extension of the possibilitics
to increase assistance for the davelopment of these countries,

Reaffirming algo that urgent action should be taken by all the members of the
international community to end without delay colonialism, imperialiam,
neo~celonialism, interference in internal affairs, apartheid, racial discrimination,
hegemony, expansionism and all forms of forelgn aggression and occupation, which

constitute major obstacles to the economic emancipation and development of the
developing countries,

Noting with great concern that the least developed countrias as a group have
experienced very low growth and that some of these countrims have even recorded
negative growth rates during the Second Unlted Nations Development Decade,

Reaffirming that there is an immediate need for a greatly expanded programme,
including a4 major increase in the transfer. of additional regources, to meet the

critical needs of the least developed countries and to help them promote more zapid
socio=cconomic development,

Underlining that external support should be forthc ming from developed
countries, developing countries in a position to do gso, multilateral development
institutions and other sources,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/203 of 19 December 1979 which decided
to convene a United Nations Conference on the lLeast Daveloped Countries with the

objective of finalizing, adopting and supporting the Substantial New Programme of
Action for the 19805 for the least developed countries,

Recognizing that the immediate action component of the Substantial New
Programme of Action is crueial for the implementation of the Programme of Action,

Recognizing algse that the emergency situation affecting the least developed
countries requires immediate and adeguate assigtance,

Emphasizing the particular importance of the contribution that economic
co-operation among developing countries and technical co-operation among doveloping

enuntries can make, inter alia, to the development of the least developed among
then,

Noting the target of a 7-per-cent annual rate of growth of gross domestie
product for the developing countries as a whole during the Decade and not less than
7.5 per cent and 8 per cent, respectively, for exports and imports of goods and
services, set forth in the International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade, 1/

. A SN,

1/ General Agsembly resolution 35/56, annex,

b




Noting further that the Strategy states, inter alia, that "as an cogential
priority within the International pevelopment Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade, the least developed countries = the economically weakest and
poorest countries with the most formidable structural problems = require a opecial
programme of sufficient size and intensity consistent with their national plang and
priorities to make a decisive break from their past and present situation and their
bleak prospects®, 2/

pacides to adopt and recommends the immediate implementation of the following
programme of Action for the 19808 for the least Geveloped countries, including the
necesgary international support measures, which would be undertaken within the
eramework of the International Development St-ategy for the Third United Nations
Davelopment Dacade and other relevant United Nations resolutions, including
resolution 122 (V) of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
General. Assembly resolutions S-11/4 and 35/205, congistent with the plans and
progrommes of each least developed country and ac a part of international action
for th~ establishment of a new international economic erder:

P e ]

2/ Ibid., para. 136,
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Chapter I

GENERAL SITUATION AND NATIONAL MEASURES

1. The totally inadeguate levels of living that now exist in the least developed
countries are a cause for grave concern to the international community. The means
for overcoming acute hunger and malnutrition, disease, illiteracy and all other
manifestations of poverty should be made available to these countries. The least
developed countries have primary responsibility for their over—all development, and
the domestic policies they pursue will be of critical importance for the success of
their development efforts, However, the international community, in particular the
developed countries and relcvant international organizations, as well as the
developing countries in a position to do so and non-governmental organizations,
will have to provide substantial assistance to these countries to overcome their
poverty. Concerted international action in support of national efforts is required
to bring about structural transformation of the economies of the least developed
countries, to reverse current trends towards a decline in per capita focd
production, to accelerate agricultural and industrial growth, to promote the
development and improved utilization of human resources, to achieve sustained and
self-reliant development, and to provide for increased and direct expenditures on
the improvement of socio~economic conditions during the 1980s. Efforts must be
expanded in order to ensure broadly-based participation in development, concurrent

and consistent with the equitable distribution of the gains from socio-economic
development.

2. Transformations as necessary have to be effected with regard to the full
sovereignty of least developed countries over their national resources, the
establishment of a system of social and economic pl. 1ing and programmning and the
implementation of socio-economic reform.

3. The least developed countries are the poorest and economically weakest of the
developing countries, with the most formidable structural problems. The main
structural characteristics of the least developed countries, which are the sources
of their extreme economic and social difficulties, are the following:

{a) Very low income per head, with the human needs of the bulk of the
population unsatisfied;

(b} Very high proportion of the population in the subsistence sectors;

(c) High rate of population growth, compared with the areas currently
cultivated under sound conditions;

(d) Extremely low agricultural productivity and weak agricultural support,
particularly for crop farming and livestock production;

(e) Extremely low level of exploitation of natural resources - minerals,

energy, etc. (because of lack of knowledge or lack of financing and skills for
their development);

(£) Very limited development of cottage and other industries;

{(g) Low rates of activity in rural areas and increasing urban unemployment;
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(h) An acute scarciiy of skilled personnel at all levels}

(i) Very weak institutional and physical infrastructure of all kinds
(including administration, education, training, health, housing, transport and
communications, etc.)s

(j) Most of the least developed countries suffer from one or more major
geographical or climatological handicaps, such as land-lockedness, insularity,

drought and desertification, or high exposure to cyclones, floods and other natural
disasters.

4. As stated in resolution 122 (V) of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, the main objectives of the Substantial New Programme of Action are:

- to promote the structural changes necessary to overcome the least developed
countries' extreme economic difficultiess

- to provide fully adequate and internationa.ly accepted minimum standards
for the poor)

~ to identify and support major investment opportunities and priorities;
- to mitigate as far as possible the adverse effects of natural disasters.

S. The per capita gross domestic product of the least developed countries as a
group is very low, with ihe bulk of the population far below any internationally
accepted minimum standard of living. In 1979 average per capita gross domestic
product of these countries amounted to $183, compared to $674 for all developing
countries, $3,731 for soclalist countries of Eastern Europe and $8,127 for developed
market-economy countries. During the periods 1960-1970 and 1970-1979 per capita
gross domestic product of this group of countries increased at an annual rate of
only 0.3 per cent and 0.7 per cent, respectively, compared to 2.6 per cent and

2.9 per cent, respectively, feor all developing countries and 5.6 per cent and

4.7 per cent, respectively, for socialist countries of Bastern Europe and

4.0 per cent and 2.5 per cent, respectively, for developed market-economy
countries. The situation will be even more critical if measures to reverse past
trends are not implemented immediately by the least developed countries and by the
international community. Therefore, during the 1980s every effort must be made to
implement programmes and projects which will enable each least developed country to
increase its national income substantially - even in appropriate cases doubling it
by 1990 as compared to the level reached in the late 1970s, which would require an
annual growth rate of 7.2 per cent - and to ensure that the poorest parts of the
population fully benefit from such improvements. Such a growth of income deriving
from efforts by both the least developed countries and by the international

community is necessary in order to provide a minimum standard of living for the
entire population of these countries.

6. In this context least developed countries will set themselves appropriate
objectives. iIn the agricultural sector, they must aim to progress towards and if
possible surpass the 4 per cent average annual growth target set in the
International Development Strategy for all developing countries, so that food
production in each country increases faster than population growth with a view to
guaranteeing food security. Concerning manufacturing, the least developed countries
should aim to increase their overall annual growth of output to 9 per cent or

more. Ieast developed countries should, moreover, seek to achieve a more
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substantial chare of world trade. They should also continue to evolve a set of
social objectives in such fields as nutrition, school enrolment, literacy and the
fight against endemic diseases.,

7. The planning framework in the least developed countries will be a key element
in their efforts to apply scarce resources to the achievement of the goals and
objectives of the Substantial New Programme of Action. In keeping with the
different characteristics and problems of the various countries, each will have its
own approach to development planning, but may consider paying attention to:

(a) strengthening national planning bodiesjy (b) establishing a relationship between
any central planning body and key development agenciesy (c) the linkage between
development financing and recurrent expenditure programming; and (d4) providing for
identification and costing of suitable projects and programmes and their subsequent
monitoring and evaluation along with statistical reporting to planning authorities.

8. In the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action the least
developed countries will be required to mobilize domestic financial resources in
addition to international support. 'They should consider measutres which would
facilitate efforts aiming at raising the level of their domestic savings rate.

A. Food and agriculture

9. Agriculture and fisheries feature among the essential social and economic
priorities for the development of the least developed countries, both as a means of
satisfying the most fundamental human needs and as a basis for economic growth,
Although more than 80 per cent of the people in these countries depend on
agriculture for their livelihood and on an average 50 per cent of gross domestic
product originates in this sector, productivity in agriculture is extremely low
because of several bottlenecks, including inappropriate, defective and inefficient
techniques of production as well as very weak agricultural support institutions and
lack of infrastructure and other agricultural inputs. In addition, in many of
these countries agriculture is specially vulnerable because of the threat of
desertification and because of very limited irrigation facilities as well as of the
vagaries of nature. The performance of most of these countries in this sector
during the last two decades has been characterized by negative growth of per capita
food and agricultural output. Many have also experienced rapid population growth
compounded by rural exodus, increased urbanization, chronic food insecurity,
stagnant or deteriorating nutrition well below minimum standards, a stationaxy
volume of agricultural exports with declining terms of trade, and rapidly rising
imports of food and agricultural commodities, especlally cereals.

1, Food strategies

10. 1In view of the above situation, it is necessary that the agricultural sector
continue to receive the highest priority in the national development strategies of
the least developed countries. In particulir, one of the first objectives for
these countries should be to increase their food production so as to improve the
nutritional situation of their populations, especially the most rulnerabie groups,
and diminish their dependence on external supplies. In this context, the World
Food Council has emphasized the concept of a national food strategy in the context
of national programmes in order to raise food issues to the highest policy levels
and ensure a more co-ordinated approach to all aspects of food production and
distribution, nutrition and national food security. Within the framework of their
national development priorities and programmes, least developed countries should
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therefore prepare strategies, plans and policies for the agricultural sector,
giving particular attention to food production and distribution, which will:

- provide a framework for the identification and preparation of investment
projects and help mobilize additional domestic investment resources and
external £inancings and

- aim at attaining greater food self-sufficiency as soon as possible and
thereby at eliminating hunger and malnutrition as rapidly as possible and
at the latest by 19290,

2. Food security

ll. Achievement of food gecurity should clearly be one of the prime objectives in
the agricultural sector. This requires that adequate food supplies be reliably
accessible at prices that can be afforded by those who require them. To achieve

the goal of food security in the least developed countries, programme and policy
action at the national level is required, as well as the help of the international
community, as is emphasized in the Plan of Action on World Food Security endorsed

by the Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 3/

12, Every least developed country should take important initiatives to reduce its
dependence on food imports, more particularly because of the changes they entail in
food consumption patterns and the various dislocations they may lead to in the food
sector of the developed countries and the need to reduce foreign exchange outlays.
In addition to the primary objectives of increasing agricultural production,
initiatives should include efforts to expand and appropriately distribute local,
national, subregional and regional food stocks, taking into consideration
capacities and techniques at the local level; to train personnel in the management
of these stocks; and to strengthen early warning systemg through improved
informaticn gathering and reporting on £ood crops and on stocks.

3. Food production

13, The pre-condition for an improvement in food production is the demonstration
of a strong political will (a) to direct adequately, and where necessary to
increase, budgetary resources to agriculture as well as to related activities such
as livestock producticn, fishing and forestryy (b) to institute policies,
especially on prices, which inter alia., will provide incentives for production,
achieve an appropriate balance between crops for domestic consumption and crops for
export and encourage small farmers and co-operatives to increase productivity;

(c) to set up effective mechanisms for the drawing-up and impleme ation of the
necessary programmes, Major emphasis in the decade of the 1980s will be given to
increasing substantially agricultural production, aiming at an annual rate of
increase of 4 per cent or more.

3/ FAO Conference resolution 3/79. For the text of the Plan of Action see FAO
Council resolution 1/75, annex.
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14. In conformity with the Preogramme of Action adopted by the World Conference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (Rome, 12-20 July, 1979}, 4/ the least
developed countries will pay particular attention to the followings:

(a) Expanding the acreage of cultivable land wherever possible)

{b) Seeking appropriate solutions to structural problems of land tenuresj

(c) The improvement of productivity through the conservation of soil,
provision of irrigation and drainage, and the use of appropriate tools, fertilizers

and improved varieties of seeds)

(d) fThe development of indigenous farming techniques and, to the greatest
extent possible, the reduction of dependence of the rural sector on imported inputss

(e) ‘'he strengthening of national research, including the dissemination of
research findings already available;

(f) Training of the necessary manpower at all levelsy

(g) The development of physical infrastructure such as rural roads and
communications and storage facilitiesy

(h) The reduction of post~harvest lossesy

(i) The improvement and strengthening of arrangements for rural credit,
agricultural input supply and marketing and extension servicess

(i) The application of appropriate pricing policies to provide the necessary
incentives to production.

4, Forestry, figsheries and livestock

15. PForestry is by far the most important source of fuel and the principal source
of construction material in the least developed countries. Forest products are
also important as supplementary food and animal feed. Scarcity of funds and
skilled manpower has hampered the development and rational utilization of forest
potential in these countries. At the same time, there has been widespread
depletion of forest resources with resulting damage to watersheds, increased
frequency and intensity of flooding, drought, desertification and loss of soil
fertility. It is therefore necessary that the plans and programmes give emphasis
to forest resource management throuch replanting and through up~grading of
infrastructure, of extraction technigues and of skills of forestry sector personnel,

l6. Fish resources, both inland and marine, have considerable potential in several
least developed countries, and their planned exploitation will augment domestic
protein supply and export earnings. In the decade of the 1980s the least developed
countries will undertake programmes to introduce modern fishing vessels and gear,

4/ See Report of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development, Rome, 12-20 July 1979 (WCARRD/REP)j transmitted to the members of the
General Assembly by a note of the Secretary~General (A/34/485).
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to develop fish landing and storage facilities and upgrade tlshing and marketing
techniques, and to undertake comprchensive fish resource surveys,

17. Despite the vital role of livestock as the major source of animal protein, of
draft power for agriculture, of income for the non-farm rural families and of
export earnings, methods of stock management and arimal slaughtering continue to be
primitive in the least developed countries. Shortage of animal feed, water and
pasture lands and recurrence of animal diseasces have led to the depletion of stock
in many of these countries., Therefore, efforts will be made during the 1980g to
improve animal breeding, to develop modern dairy farms for milk and meat
production, and to improve ranch management, including the introduction of
high-yielding feed varieties and control of animial diseases.

5. Rural development

18. Given that the least developed countries are essentially rural societies in
which the majority of the population lives in rural areag, it is clear that there
cannot be real social and economic development in these countries unless the
standard of living of the rural population improves. 1In the context, therefore, of
the high priority to be given to comprehensive and integrated rural development,
every effort must be made to encourage the active and organized participation of
the populations concerned in determining and evaluating, as well as in
implementing, agrarian reforms in the programme of rural development with a view to
increasing their over-all involvement, ensuring a wider sharing of benefits,
increasing employment opportunities and raising productivity, and enhancing social
infrastructures in rural areas, which will help stem rural urban migration. The
programmes and projects will cover the strengthening of rural institutions and
upgrading of skills (as set out above), primary and vocational education and
functional literacy, planning and implementation of local projects and promotion of
rural industries and service centres. Taking due account of the need to preserve
and maintain natural resources by respecting the ecological balance, they should
also seek to promote a diversification of economic activities and to ensure that
economic development is paralleled by the promotion of the necessary social
infrastructures in the areas of primary health and sanitation, safe water supplies
and adequate housing. Since these programmes and projects should as far as
posocible be labour and local-cost intengive, they will call for appropriate support

in terms of the assitance needed from gpecialized experts and for flexible modes of
financing.

19. Within the framework of a transformation of rural life in its economic,
social, cultural, institutional and human aspects, policies are needed which
recognize the role of women in rural development and ensure their equitable access
to productive resources, especially land and water resources and to inputs, markets
and services,

B. Human resources and cocial development

20. Development is an integrated process, embodying both economic and soeial
objectives. fThe primary aim of development must be the continuing improvement in
the well-being of the entire population on the basis of its full participation in
the development process and a fair distribution of the benefits therefrom.
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1. Human resources

2l. The development of human resourc:o provides a requisite for economic and
gocial development. Full and effective participation by the entire population at
all stages of the development process should be ensured. Shortage of skilled
pergonnel of all kinds and administrative and managerial capacity are major
constraints in the development process in the least developed countries, seriously
limiting and weakening their planning, programming and implementation machinery.
There is therefore an urgent need for these countries to mobilize fully their human
resoutrces through education, training in required skillg, in planning and in
production and management techniques. To achieve such a mobilization of human
resources, it will be necesgary to provide incentives both for individual
development and in the interests of the community.

22. Required programmes and institutions should be established or strengthened for
total human resources mobilization and the provision of trained and qualified
national personnel. In achieving the objective of £ull employment, intensive
efforts will have to be made to increase opportunities for productive employment
and to reduce and eliminate massive unemployment and underemployment.,

23. vWomen play an indispengable role in the development process. Appropriate
meacures must be taken to pursue the objective of gtrengthening women's equal
participation both as agents and as beneficiaries in all gectors and at all levels
of development planning, monitoring and implementation. Sufficient attention must
be paid to women's access to property. The least developed countries should,
witt.in the framework of their development plans and priorities, and as an important
contribution to the achievement of their development goals, formulate policies and
programmes almed at enhancing the role of women in the development process.,

R Bducation and culture

24, 'The high and persistent levels of illiteracy in the least developed countries,
ag well as limited possibilities for basic education, are gerious obstaclea to
improved economic performance and gsocial standards.

25. Efforts should be made in the least developed countries during the 19808 to
reduce the absolute numbers of llliterates and out-of-school children, and thus to
move more rapidly towards the achievement of universal enrolment at the primary
level and universal literacy. These countries should aim at making primary
education free and compulgory by 1990 at the latest. At the same time, greater
effort will have to be made to improve the quality and efficiency of primary
education and to provide for post-literacy maintenance. ‘The least developed
countries will need to pursue a balanced development of the various types and
levels of education, including gecondary and vocational training as well as
adequate facilities for higher=-level education, in view of the extreme shortage of
skilled personnel of all types in these countries.

26. The above programme should combine the resources of school and ocut-of«gchool
education, reducing disparities which operate to the disadvantage of rural
populations and socilally under-privileged groups, enhancing the cultural relevance
of education and ensuring the preservation and enhancement of cultural identity and
values ag an essential part of national development, etc. Due attention will be
given to meeting the educational needs of women to enable them to develop their
full potential,
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3. Training and administration

#7. Weakness in planning, programming and implementation machinery and shortage of
skilled manpower and administrative and wanagerial capacity are major censtzaints
¢n the development process in the leagt developed countries,

28, Vocational training must also be developed so ags to respond %o the
quantitative and qualitative requirementr of the economy for skills of all kinds,
technical, managerial and administrative.

29, Within the over-all problem of the mobilization of human resources, the
strengthening of the public service should be among the highest priorities in the
development plans of the least developed counteies,

30. sSupported in particular by other developing countries who are or have been
confronted with comparable problems the least developed countries should draw up
plans to initiate or strengthen training institutions on a national or reqgional
bagis, This will include specified in~gervice training in order to reach a
situation in which a satisfactory number of competent administraters are available
to osupport the development efforts. These institutions should cover cpecialized
areas such as training, planning and evaluatiorn, financial management, agricultural
and indugtrial development and technieal management of parastatal enterprises.
These plans should also contain proposals to multilateral and bilateral donors,
requiring financial or technical aid or other forms of international co-operation,
not only to support the long-tecrm training plans but also to provide assitance for
the immediate emergency situation of a lack of trained manpower for the many

functiong to be fulfilled in the implementation of an integrated development
programne,

3l. Programnes for trolning and skill improvement will have to be undertaken to
respond to the quantitative and qualitative requirements of the economies of the
least developed countries for skills of all kiads, technical, managerial and
administrative, While awaiting results of training pregrammes, technical
assistance will be utilized to meet immediate manpower npeds.

32. Technical co-operation is a particularly effective means for other developing
countries with relevant expertise and experience to asgit the least developed
countries in initiating or strengthening their training ingtitutions, including
in-service training and improving regional information gystems.

33, 'The strengthening of administrative capacity and of institutions, particularly
thoge with access to the most economically disadvantaged groupe in the least
developed countries, is crucial for realizing the full potential of the development
projects and programmes and for ensuring that all sectors of the population are in
a position to benefit from economic growth.

34, COoncerted efforts will be made aiming at minimizing the negative impact of the
migration of skilled personnel.,

4, Health and nutrition

35, The health and nutrition standards in the leaat developed countries are the
lowest in the world and are a serious impediment to their socio-economic
development.
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36. A high priority should be placed on improving nutrition and health in the
leasct developed gountries, including the designing of food gecurity programmes,
parcicuiariv in view of the fact that their per capita food intake and health
gervices a. + the lowest in the world,

37. National policies, strategies ond plang of action in the field of health
should therefore be formulated and implemented through the mobllization of all
available regources ac part of the Gluboel Strategy for Health for All by the Year
2000 adopted unanimously by States members of the World Health Organization. 5/
These strategies and actions should be based on the concept of primary health care
and particular importance should be placed on efforts to provide by 1990 safe
drinking water and adequate sanitation, immunization 2f all children against major
infectious diseaces, ac well ag the necessary czloric and protein intake, Primary
health care should also include education concerning prevailing health problems and
the methods of preventing and controlling themy proper nutritiony maternal and
child care, ingluding family plannings prevention and control of locally endemic
digeages and apprepriate treatment of common diceaces and injuriesy and provision
of esgsential drugo. ‘

5. Population policicsg

38. fThe capid rate of population growth in a number of the least developed
countries during the past decade has made it extremely difficult for governmente to
achieve their development goals,

39, Population policies chould be concidered an integral part of over~all
development policies. Within the framework of national demographic policies,
countries will take appropriate measures for family planning and population
control. BEmphasis will be given to biomedical and social science research into
safer, more efficient and more widely acceptable techniques of family planning.
Attention will also be paid to motivational activities, population educction,
information and efficient delivery servieces. The voluntary nature of po~ulation
control measures should be upheld and promoted. Pogsaibilities for the £ull
participation of both men and women in population programmes should be created or
increased.

6. Human settlement

40. Housing requirements in the least developed countries, in particular in urban
areas, are magélve. Disorganized human gettlement ic simultaneously a threat to
environment and an obatacle to improvement of itg quality as well as to provision
of modern gervices. The interrelationship between people, resources, envircnment
and development will be a bagsic concern in developing human settlements and
undertaking development projects. Better use of land and environment in planning
urban and rural settlements and locating industrial and agricultural projects,
securing interregional balance between urban and rural development, improving
bousing conditionsz for the most disadvantaged regions and communities, and in the
provision of basic shelter and infrastructure at low cost in ucban and rural areas
should guide the policies for development of housing and settlement. Capital
expenditure on urban housing alone will have to increase gsubstantially.

5/ World Health Assembly resolution 34.36, See Global Strategy for Health
for aAll by the Year 2000, "Health for All" Series, No. 3 (WHO, Geneva, 198l1),
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¢, HNatural regources and enerqy

4l. Natural resources constitute one of the mogt important potential £acters in
the economic and gocial development of the least developed countries, hut the level
of exploitation and development of natural regources ic extremely low in almost all
the least developed countries because of lack of geological knowladge or lack of
financing and chortage of ckillo for their development. Upe of water regsources for
the purpose of irrigatioen, drinking water supply and generation of electricity io
extremely limited. Many of the least developed countries have mineral deposito and
encergy regources which thus f£ar have remained unexploited. Potentials for the
utilization of solar, wind, hydroelectric and other rencwable encrgy resourees have
«cmained untapeed. In most of these countries, development and prometion of all
local energy resources is in a nageent stage. The least developed countries have
placed emphasic in their development plans for the 1980c on the exploration and
exploitation of their natural regoutces, particularly minecals, enexgy and water
resource potentials. Wnere ocuch potentials are identified during the decade,
programmes for their exploitation en a commercial or other viable basig ghould pe
expeditiounly initiated and gupported. Least developed countrics should reecoive
gubstontial financial and technical agsistance in this regard, They should alsoe be
adequately asoigted towardso completing geological curveys and mapping of mineral
and energy regources of their countriesg by 1990,

42, The Oonference viewo with eoncern the cnergy problems of the leaot developed
countries, Togother with ether critieal problems, gsuech as the need for increased
imports of manufactured goods, high rates of inflation and unfaveurable termo of
trade, the need for various formo of encrgy, ag well ao the rapid depletion of
their traditional energy resources, presents serious constrainto to both ghort=term
and leng=term development of the leaot developed countries.

43, A major cffort will be needed to increase dementic energy oupplies in erder to
meet the increasing demards imposed by the development procecs. For this purpose,
the lecast developed countries may wish to congider integrating a comprehensive
energy strategy into their ever-all ievelopment planss To promete efficient
allocation and development of energy resources, cuch an approach would incorporate
sound domestic energy policies in aegordance with their own eircumctances. In this
context, transfer, adaptation and application of technology. conservation,
reforestation in desertificd areas and maintenance of existing forests are also
important,

44, With reference to the Nairobi Programme of Action for the Development and
Utilization of New and Renewable Sources of Enexgy, 6/ cpecial consideration should
be given to the implementation of the specific measures which are recommended
therein for priority action with particular reference to the least developed
countries, taking into consideration the rapid depletion of traditional encrgy
gourceso such as fuelwood, charcoal and animal wastej this situation also has grave
consequences for the environment.

&/ See Report of the United Nations Conference on h.w and Renewable Sources
of Energy, Nairobi, 10 to 21 August 1981 (A/CONF.100/11), United Nationg
PUbliCatiﬂnp Salﬂs NO. anlolnqu Chap- I' Rect‘.- A.
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45, All developed countries, develeping countries in a pogition to do oo,
multilateral inotitutions and other sources should provide financial and technical
aopistance for the rescarch, exploration and development of energy resource: in the
least developed countries.

D. Manufacturing induotry

46 In most of the least developed countries the contribution of manufacturing
indusctry to groas domestic produet 1o at pregent about 9 per cent and in a
congidetable number of cases even ap low ag 4~5 per cont. The annual growth rate
of manufacturing value added per capita wao enly 3.4 per cent during the 19705 for
the lecact developed countrien, as compared with 4.7 per cent for devaloping
countries, 6.8 per cent for the cecialist countries of Eastern Euroepe and

4 por cent for the developed market~oconomy countries.

47. In view of the low share of manufacturing in grooo domestie preduct in the
leact developed countrieg, they should aim to inerease their growth of
manufacturing oukput to an over=all annual rato of 9 per cent or more. A special
effort, supported by the international community and the United Nations agencies
coneerned, will be nccded to achieve thio ebjective.

48, Ag part of the objective of greater cconomie divergifieatien and rapid
econcmic growth, leact developed ecountries will undertake more ambitious programmes
of industrial devolopment, and in particular wills

- develop agro=basced and agro-gupport inductrieg and en-the-gpot progegsing,
au appropriatoey

- build up medium and light inductricag to meot the growing necds of thelr
populations for eggential conoumet goodoj

.= encourage and improve preductivity in omall=geale and eottage industries,
utilizing where apprepriate non-governmental erganizatiena, through the
introduction of appropriate technology and through the gupply of credit
and materials and marketaing acrangementos

- onhcourage the establichment ef bagcie indugtries with indigenous
regourees, whare feasible.

E. Phygieal and ingtitutional infrastructure

49. The least develeped countries have very weak institutienal and physieal
infrastructure of all kindg and their substantial improvement is essential for
rapid economic development. In all of thege ecountries, except in a fow cities and
towns, most arcas are not gerved by modern transport and cemmunicatiens, and
electric power 15 non-existent.
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50. A major emphacis is therefore placed on the development of the basic physical
infrastructure necded to gupport the improvement of all preductive gestors ao well
ao to guppert essential gocial scervices. These inelude trancport and
communicationo, ports and airports, water, irrigation, eleectric power development,
gtorage and dictribution facilities, hogpitol and gehool bualdings, houging, etc.,
which are erucial to the otructural tranoformation of the least developed countries.

F. Environmert

51. The pregervation of the natural resourceo asvailable to the least doveloped
countries io also of prime importance for thoir future development.
pegertifiction, deforestation, goil and water degradation have reached gnormous
proportions in the 1970g. For many least developed gountries those envirenmontal
changes have had direct and serioug detrimental effeeto oen their development
efforets. Health, nutrition and general well-being depend upon the integrity and
productivity of the environment and regources.

52, Fundamental to gafequarding the environment is the full understanding of the
interrelationchip between people, regourgeg, envirenment and development. Thiso
intorrelationsohip clearly peints to the neecesity of an integrated approach to
development in gencral and to development prejects in particular, en the part of
the leaot developed countries themoelves and of external deners.

G. Trancformational invostmentso

53, Given the very low levels of per capita inecomc and the difficulties of
internal recoutrec mebilization in the leact doveleped countrien, the prospectso for
impottant imprevements can be markedly enhanced by invesotments, with the
oubotantial asgistance of the international gommunity, in transfermational
projectu. The pregent lew level of exploitation of basie resoureed, ineluding
land, effers invostment epportunities in gome of the least developed eountries for
very large projects whiech gan by thomselves transfsrm the cronomies from a low
level of opeoration te a gubgtantially higher level. Sueh investments are very
cootly but the pay-off, whon they are gsuecessfully conpleted, ecan be cxtremoely
large, espeeially A f they are undertaken at the gubregienal level.

54. The least developed countries, with asoistanee from multilateral
organizations, should geek to idontify cueh major investment prejects fer leading
the way to the gubstantial transfomnations that are necessary if ambitious growth
and welfare targets are to be tealized. There 15, for example, seope for such
projeets 1n comprohensive agriecultural development, in arrigation and feasible
giver basin developments, in development of transport and eemmunicatiens and in the
exploration and development of the mineral and energy reseurce petentials of the
leaot develeped countrien. Where the f£indings of adequate fcasibility and related
gtudies highlight the aavigability of transformational investments at the cconomie
and gocial level, they should be made promptly ag an eifeective means of premeting
sustained growth and the welfare of the population.
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H. Land-loeked and igland leagt develeped ecountrics

5b. Pifteen of the 31 least developed countries are alse land=locked and therefote
face additional problems ir their development. In order to alleviate thig
geegraphical handicap, these countries and their trangit 1 eighbourg, in
co-operation with caeh other, gshould make, during the 19805, immediate and
intensive efforts to gimplify transcit precedures and to improve trangit-transport,
gtorage and port facilities for their internatienal trade, taking into account the
neceds and means of the land-lecked least developed countries and thelr transie
neighbours. Similarly, the five least developed eountries which are iglandc ghould
initiate programmes with the gupport of the international ecommunity for the
development of their feeder trangport gervices in order to improve their aceess to
world marketas,

I. Foreign trade

56, The extremely low abselute level of export roceipts for the least develeped
countries, as well as their fluctuation and the resulting sharp limitatien en the
capacity of theoge countries to import, ic one of their major structural handieaps.
Special efferto are neoeded to onsure and promete adequate markets for their
expanded production. The objeetives in the ficld of foreign trade include
increased export ecarnings through inecrcagsed preductien in both the traditional and
the modern gectors of the ecenomy, through divercification of the coummodity
strueture and direction of trade, geeuring remunerative priees of export
eummoditics as well ag expansion of trade among devoloping ceuntries.

57. In the context of market expansion, least develnped ceuntries ghould undertuke
the following activities with intornational assistance and eo=operation as outlined
in paragraph 80 bolow:

{a) Comprehengsive cftorts ranging f£rom planning to production and marketiny,

pased on pupply 4o well as demand analyses at the national, regional, interregional
and glebal levels;

(b) Preparatien of natienal export deve.opment plang and objee veg and
fermulation of ecxport develepment strategies and polieies, i1neluding aidentification
and utilization of new export production and markcting poscibilities

{e) EBstablishment and strengthening of natienal intragtructures fer maurketing
and trade promotion serviees, such ag trade information, quality eontrol, export
packaging, storage and stogking [acilities, export fananeing, trade desumentation,
ohipping, air=freaghting and ingutranee;

(@) Formulation of nati0nal import procuctement policies and drawing up import
procurement plang, ineluding impert techniygues and operations, supplies management
and warchousing, in order to engure the optimum ytiligation of searce foreign
exchynge rosourecs;

(e) Monitoriny and evaluation of the trading prospects, including market

ad(=



access for the least developed countries, in the context of the tariff and
non-tariff barriers, secular changes in the commodity structure in world trade and
growth trends in commodities of special export importance tc them;

(f) Analysis and elaboration of the position of the least developed countries
in multilateral trade negotiations and strengthening their negotiating capability;

(g) Carrying out naticnal, regional, interregional and global supply and
derand studies to identify the scope of trade expansion;

(h) Establishment of training programmes designed to overcome the acute
shortage of skilled manpower in the field of foreign trade operations.

58. Nati-aal action should alsc be taken to realize, through greater efficiency in
the organization anu operation of the carriage of foreign trade, cost reductions in
all links in the transport chain.

J. Disaster assistance for least developed countries

59. The least developed countries, in addition to other misfortunes, are
susceptible to major natural disasters, e.g., drought, desertification, floods,
cyclones and earthquakes. Further, there are also man-made disasters that create
sudden disruption of production and distribution as well as loss of lives and
propertys

(a) The resource base of the least developed countries being limited, when a
major natural calamity strikes, their development programmes are jeopardized,
resulting in a large diversion of funds and other resources from development
programmes to food imports and rehabilitation programmes. The capacity to absorb
the shock of recurring naturzl disasters is severely limited in least developed
countries. In fact, in cases like prolonged drought, major f£loods or cyclones, the
affected countries' capability to renew their developmental efforts regresses by
several years. Per capita loss caused by natural calamities is estimated to be
many times greater in the least developed countries than among industrialized
nations, apart from very high death rates;

(b) The fullest use should be made of all existing arrangements for the
provision of emergency assistance, and action should be taken, where ccnsidered
appropriate, for their improvement or for new arrangements in order to mitigate the
effects of natural disasters, includi j those resulting in unforeseen shortfalls in
resource mobilization, and thus to minimize their adverse effects on the
development process so as to allow the Substantial New Programme of Action for the
1980s to go forward on schedule as far as possibles

(c) It is, therefore; also essential that resources be made available
speedily by donor countries and by bodies, organs and organizations of the United
Nations system, as well as by concerned multilateral agencies and the international
community in general, for rendering assistance whenever such a natural calamity
strikes, rather than responding to appeals after the calamity has occurred. This
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will enable the least developed countries, who have very limited resources at their

disposal, to continue their progress as soon as the after—effects of the natural
calamities have been tackledj

(d) Assistance should also be provided toc minimize damage caused by natural
hazards. Full use should be made of advances in modern technology and
agrometeorology, such as early warning systems and long-term forecasts for warning
the people of the prospective affected areas about the possibility of floods,
cyclones or droughts. Relevant United Nations organizations should effectively
assist the least developed countries in building up within their countries

facilities for dissemination of information in a speedy manner and necessary
protective measure to minimize damage}p

(e) Least developed countries which host large numbers of refugees should, in
the spirit of burden sharing, receive adequate assistance to enable them to provide
esgsential services to the refugees. Donors should also provide adequate assistance
to least developed countries with large numbers of displaced persons and returnees
resulting from man-made and natural disasters.
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chapter 11

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT MEASURES

60. The individual least developed countries have set their own objectives and
priorities for their development and will bear the primary responsibility for
implementation of their development plans and programmes, for review of progress
and for strengthening planning and project preparation. 1In order to achieve the
objectives of the Substantial New Programme of Action, the international community
recognizes that action by the least developed countries at the national level must
be complemented by measures of support, both through increased financial resource
transfers and through policies and programmes affecting the modalities of
assistance, technical assistance and transfer of technology, commercial policy
measures and co-operation among developing countries, Although all least developed
countries are dependent on outside assistance if they are to progress toward
self-reliant development, each has particular problems. International measures of
support must be flexible and appropriate to the situaticn in each country. In
addition, such measures should be seen as reinforcing, and not replacing, efforts
at the national level te put in place an adequate policy framework and mobilize
domestic resources. ‘The Bubstantial New Programme of Action, enshrining this basic
principle of complementary action at the domestic and the international level,
constitutes, therefore, an explicit partnership for development between least
developed countries and the international community.

A. Transfer of financial resources

1. Financial assistance requirements and policies

6. The least developed countries themselves will adopt vigorous measures for
mobilization of their domestic resources. However, in view of their very low
income per capita, with the bulk of the population far below a minimum standard of
nutrition, health, education and housing, and of the very high proportion of
population in the subsistence sectors, it would be impossible for these countries
to mobilize sufficient resources domestically for the purpose of implementing this
Programme of Action. The detailed estimates of requirements by the least developed
countries have been presented to and noted by the Oonference, as well as
macro-economic projections. Strong and immediate expansion of support for the
least developed countries is crucial if they are to reverse the present trend of
fast deteriorating socio-economic situations.

62. Therefore a substantial transfer of resources from the international
community, particularly the developed countries, will be required in order to
implement effectively the above Programme, especially its immediate action
component, as described in paragraph 72 below., The least developed countries have
presented, during the preparatory stages of the Conference, country programmes
according to which their external financing requirements for the first half of the
1980s would be 85 per cent higher in real terms than those for the past five years
(which averaged $6.6 billion at 1980 prices) and would represent an extra
requirement of $5.7 billion on average per year, while in 1990 total concessional
assistance flows should rise to $24 billion at 1980 prices.

63. The Conference recognizes that only a substantial increase in official
development assistance in real terms during the present decade will enable the
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least developed countries to achieve the objectives of their country programmes
within the framework of the Substantial New Programmes of Action. Aas large a
proportion as possible of these increased transfers of resources should be
disbursed urgently and effectively in order to meet immediate needs and to provide
the necessary momentum to the development efforts of the least developed
countries., 1In order to achieve this result, all donors have agreed to make a
special effort to increace their contributions. 1In this regard, all donor
countries reaffirm their commitment to the target of 0.7 per cent of gross national
product for over-all official development assistance, as envisaged in the
provisions of paragraph 24 of the Internatioral Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade. Within the framework of the general increase,
the flows of official development assistance increasingly will be directed towards
the least developed countries. Specifically, in this connexion most donors of
official development assistance will devote in the coming years 0.l15 per cent of
their gross national product to the least developed countries. Others will double
their official development assistance to the least developed countries in the same
pericd. Taken together, these efforts are likely to achieve, by 1985, a doubling
of official development assistance to the least developed countries, compared to
the transfers to them during the last five years.

64. The balance-of-payments position of the least developed countries is extremely
precarious, and these countries are now only able to finance half their imports out
of export earnings. Over the past decade, the import costs of the least developed
countries have risen by $10 billion (from $3 billion in 1970 to $13 billion in
1980), with only a small increase in the real volume of such imports (and an actual
decline in per capita terms). 1In view of this situation, all donors and others in
a position to provide assistance will consider the establishment of facilities for
providing such assistance, taking into account the special needs of the least
developed countries,

2. Increased allocations to least developed countries in multilateral programmes

65. In view of the special difficulties of the least developed countries in
obtaining access to non-concessional assistance, multilateral assistance agencies
should direct to the least developed countries a substantial and increasing volume
of concessional assistance. These agencies are requested to consider increasing
the share of these countries in their programmes of concessional assistance.

66. To this end, the resources of the World Bank Group, particularly the
International Development Association, and of regional development banks, should be
significantly incteased, taking into account structural transformation needs, the
rate of inflation and energy requirementsy in particular, the Sixth Replenishment
of the International Development Association, as already agreed, should be
completed as rapidly as possible. Governments should thus channel a substantial
part of their aid through existing multilateral agencies.

67. Due account should be taken of the needs of the least developed countries when
considering the need for, as well as the objectives and modalities of, new
multilateral assistance facilities.

3. New mechanisms for increased financial transfers to the
least developed countries

68. It is recognized that the present level of official development assistance is
insufficient to meet the growing requirements for external assistance of the least
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developed countries. Therefore, the discussions in the respective international
forums regarding possible new mechanisms for mobilizing increased financial
transfers to developing countries should take into account the large needs of the
least developed countries. 1In this connexion, relevant competent international
institutions should continue their concerted efforts to consider new mechanisms and
arrangements, which include proposals for, inter alia, international tax schemes
for development, further gold sales by the International Monetary Fund, the linking
of the creation of special drawing rights to development assistance, and the use of
interest-cubsidy techniques,

69. 1In view of the fact that concessional resources constitute a major source of
external financing for least developed countries, the Conference notes with
interest that, in May 1981, the Joint Ministerial Committee of the Boards of
Governors of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund and the Transfer of
Real Resources to Developing Countries (Development Committee) decided, in
principle, to establish a task force to carry forward and widen the continuing
study of the problems affecting the volume and quality and effective use of
concessional flows. The Conference welcomes the continuing study of concessional
flows in the Development Committee.

4. aid modalities

70. The svccessful implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action for
the 1980s should be accompanied by improvements in aid practices and management of
both least developed countries and their partners. To this end, donor countries
and institutions should make their best effurts to reach decisions at the earliest
opportunity concerning the following proposed measures to improve the quality and
effectiveness of official development assistance:

(a) vPprovide, as a general rule, assistance to the least developed countries
as grantsy provide loans mutually agreed upon highly concessional terms and fully
implement Trade and Development Board resolution 165 (S~IX) expeditiously)

(b) Provide, to the maximum extent possible, official development assistance
loans and grants to the least developed countries on an untied basisj

(c) ‘rake into account in the planning, funding and implementation of
individual projects and programmes the effects of inflaticn on projects/programme
costss

(d) Take fully into account not only economic and financial factors but also
longer~term socio-economic effects in the planning and appraisal of projectsy donor
agencies should accept that there is a higher degree of uacertainty in the case of
the least developed countries;

(e} Provide assistance in the form of projects, as well as in other forms,
such as commodity aid, programme and sectoral assistance, balance-of-payments
support and budgetary support where appropriate, recurrent cost support and support
for local development banks and financing institutions; sector and general import
programmes would cover the urgent need to expand imports both for development and
to help meet the minimum human needsy

(f) 1Increasingly utilize national development agencies in the recipient
countries for implementation of programme and sector assistances
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(g) Give full consideration to providing asgistance not only for productive
investment and investment in social infrastructure (inter alia, education and
healtl) to meet social requirements within the framework of suitable national
development policies, but also for disaster-relief;

(h) Taking into acount the specific nature of the project or programune
concerned, the over-all development cbjectives, and the economic and social
conditions of the individual least developed country as well as its ability to
mobilize the required resources internally, provide local cost financing and, where
mutually agreed, provide all such costsg

(1) Recognize the special regource constraints of the least developed
countriew. To this effect, appropriate measures, including where possible advance
payments of funds, should be taken in respect of donor administrative procedures
for financing local and foreign exchange costs of agreed projects to expedite
disbursements for goods and services, thus minimizing the need for these countries
to seek temporary financing pending reimbursement for expenditures already incurred;

{j) Develop a consistent framework for recurrent cost planning and take into
account in the selection and design of projects their budyetary impact over the
long termy

(k) Consider providing for the support of recurrent costs for specific
projects or programnes of high development priority both in local currency and in
foreign exchange for specified time periods, with arrangements for gradual takeover
by the recipient country, thereby taking into account the particular difficulties
of the country concerned in mobilizing its internal resources, and making special
allowance for projects of a social non~revenue-generating nature;

(1) Give high priority to requests for assistance from the least developed
countries in strengthening their administrative capacity through action in such
areas as providing advice and training (including on-the~job local traininy and,
where appropriate, third-country training) in development planning, project
preparation, general management, budgeting, procurement and accounting;

(m} Take as long a view as possible of the assistance flows to particular
least developed countries, 50 as to make it easier for aid measures to be
integrated into the latter's planning and budgetary cycles,

7L, Donors will = within the framework of the organizational measures as described
in chapter III - ensure that the available international support will be utilized
to the benefit of all least developed countries, according to their individual
regquirements.

B, Immediate action component of the substantial new
prograune of action

72. In otrder to lay the ground for the effective implementation of the Substantial
New Programme of Action and to ensure that medium and longer-term development is
not prejudiced, immnediate attention should be given to the least developed
countries' most urgent needs, including, inter alia, the following:

(a) Provision of substantial resources to give urgent and prompt reliet to
acute shortages of critical commodities, particularly food and encrqgy;
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(b} Immediate financial assistance in the form of debt relief and
balance~o f-payments supportj

(c) Urgent and substantial emergency assistance measures in order to mitigate
the effects of natural and man-made disasters, including thoge resulting in
unforeseen shortfalls in resource mobilization)

(d) Provision of assistance for overcoming urgent bottlenecks in management,

maintenance, repair and physical facilities in order to obtain better uce of
existing infrastructure and industrial plantsy

(e} Immediate provision of additional financial support for the
identification of projects, undertaking of feasibility studies and detailed
preparation of investment projects as well as projects relating to social needs)

(£) Urgent and substantially enhanced supply of inputs necessary for
agricultural and rural development, gsuch ag fertilizers and pumps, ete., in order
to increase production and productivity, especially of food-stuffs and cash cropsy

(g) Financial support for activities at community levels which create jobs,
including support for local small-scale, labour=-intensive rural public works
project, and for non-governmental organizations;

(h} Assurances on both a bilateral and a multilateral basig by the
international community that adequate resources are provided on an assured and
predictable basis to complement the activities of least developed countrieg

themselves in these critical but vital components of the Substantial New Programne
of action.

C. Technical assistance

73. The least developed countries will need aun increasing number of exports (at
least in the immediate future) in the fields of training and of project
identification, preparation, implementation and evaluation, fThey will also need
equipment as aid so as to £ill the technological gap as a significant proportion of
the total technical assistance package. The need for training will also persist
throughout the decade. Therefore, the following steps should be taken by the donor
institutions:

(@) Dponor institutions should make gspecial efforts to provide experts highly
gqualified for the specific tasks they are assigned in the least developed
countries, to meet requests for such assistance speedily, and to meet the desire of
the least developed countries to secure effective training of local personnel ag
part of the aassignment of foreign experts. Recipient countries should ensure that
such local personnel are made available for the project, in order to provide,
inter alia, for an adequate continuation and follow=-up of the projecty

(b) Dponor institutions should give urgent consideration to enabling or
assisting the least developed countries to carry out pre=feasibility studies, as
well as other aspects of project preparation, utilizing to the extent possible
experts and consultants of the least developed countries' own choicesy

(c) To broaden the availability of expert staff, and where the recipient
country so requests, full consideration should be given to the use of middle=level
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experts, who can effectively pecform many tasks in much closer contact with the
people and the institutions involved in the programme or project, such as United
Nations and national volunteers and volunteers fron non-governmental organizationsy

(d) The approach of technical co-operation among developing countries (TCDC)
should be applied by donor institutions, where appropriate, to enable least
developed countries to draw on relevant experience of other developing countries
and among themselves. Donor agencieg are urged to help finance TCDC activities and
co-operate with governments in the uge, where feasible, of inatitutions (national,

subregional and regional) in developing countries for training, consultancy
services, expertise, eto.}

(e) Donhor agencies should provide and/or support the establishment of
training capabilities in order to enable the least daveloped countries to develop
their local capacities for carrying out feasibility studies and effective
implementation of development projects.

:

D. Other international economic policy mecasures

1. Commegcial policy meagures

74. The extremely low absolute levels of least developed countries' export
receipts and the resulting sharp limitation in their capacity to import are major

structural constraints on developing their trade. 1In the context of the need for
further liberalization of world trade, special efforts must be made to promote

adequate markets and te provide the greatest posgible certainty and continued
access,

(a) Improved accegs to markets

75. The gencralized system of preferences does not cover all items of export
intereat to the least developed countries. The least developed countriea export
only a few nanufactured products and their total exports are relatively small or
insignificant, reflecting not only a low level of their economic development but
also the difficulties faced by the products of their countries in developed country
markets. Often, weak and inadequate trade promotion and administrative structures
in these countries, as well as difficulties in initiating and maintaining markets
for export products, are partly responsible for the low level of their exports.

76. In the context of efforts to expand and diversgify the exports of least
developed countries, and bearing in mind the small volumes of trade involved,
preferential schemes of various kindas should be further esimplified and improved,
with a view to providing the fullest poasible duty-free treatment. Due attention
should be given to extending the list of products, to the nature of the origin

rules applied (individual and cumulative) and to country coverage., In this context
mention should be made of:

- broad contractual frameworks (such as the Lomé Convention), where these
are possible)

- schemes of generalized preferences. (In this connexien least developed
countries might be given special encouragement to make use of the

congultative mechanism existing within the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, if they wish to raigse particular problems)f
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- efforts by developing countries toe get up an internationally agreed
gyotem of preferences among developing countries and in thio context
to provide special treatment for least developed countries,

77. Action should be taken in the appropriate forumo with a view to reducing any
tariff and non~tariff protection, such as the effecto of tariff escalation and of
gquantitative restrictions, which may hinder the least developed countries' exports
of major processed goods and act as a disincentive to the vertical diversification,
of their economies.

78. Bearing in mind the need to gustain the framework of international rules and
where possible to improve and make more secure accetSo £o markets, GATT should
consider prolonging the l1ife of the gpecial Sub~Committee on Trade of the Least
Developed Countries of the Committee on Trade and Development, since it provides a
most uyseful forum for dialogue and could -~ along with other United Nations and
international agencies - make & ugeful contribution to the review of the
implementation of the Substantial New Pregramme of Action. Given that the GATT
Enabling Clause¢ containg provisions designed to benefit the least developed
countries in particular, allowance gheuld be made for the gpecial needs of thece
countries in accordance with the Codes agreed during the multilateral trade
negotiationg,

(b) Other measuresd to promote exports

79. Ag gtated in paragraph 143 of the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade, "To meet the special needs of the least
developed countries, the international community will gupport efforts towards
strengthening the technological and preductive capacity of those countries ...".
Whilst this gupport must be toilored to the needs ef individual countries,
consideration should be given to the follewing measures:

(a) Diversification of exports: Bilateral denors and international
organizations should take appropriate steps to agsiot the least developed countries
to create industries for on-the-~spot processing of raw materials and food products,
as one of the bases for diversification of exports)

{(b) An inteqrated vertical approach to export expansion: wWhere feasible,
integrated package projects for the development of exporta, involving co-ordinated
efforts ranging from planning through production in the least developed countries
to sales in developed countries, should be developed. BAdequate resources should be
provided to overcome all of the bottleneeks related to expanding or promoting
particular export products

(¢) Long-term sales arrangements: The poosibilities for providing or
promoting long-term arrangements for the sale of export products of least developed
countries in the markets of importing countries should be further explored.
Governments and international ingtitutions should seek to purchase some of their
supplies in least developed countries as a matter of deliberate policys
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Regional eration and oconomic co-operation among developing

(d) Re £o-op
countries: Every ctep should be taken to promote regional co~operation and

effective economic co-operation among developing countries themselves)

(e) Trade support meagures: The International Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT
should have a strengthened role, along with the Unitcd Natiens Industrial
Development Organization, in promoting comprehensive strategies and, in this
context, effective domestic and international marketing) developed countries should
consider the establishment and encouragement of import opportunities offices)

(£) Technical aggigtance: Bilateral donors and international agencies such
as the United Nations Development Pregramme and the Common Fund for Commodities
(Second Account) should help with the provigion of training (largely on the spot),
with research and with the mobilization ef appropriate technology.

80. Assistance ghould boe provided by denor countries and relevant international
organizations to assiot least developed gountries in the implementation of measures
ligted in paragraph 57 above. .

(c) International co-operation in the ficld of commodities

8l. It ip important to rceall that many leasct developed countries depend, and will
continue to depend, on the cxport of commedities for their foreign exchange
earnings, In the cace of a fow commodities gearcities underpin relatively high and
stable prices but, in the casec of the commodities of greatest importance to many,
if net mosot, least developed countrieg prices fluctuate congiderably. Taking into
account the sgpecial nceds of the least developed countries, continuing efforto
should therefore be made to promote international co-operation in these fields.

82. Commodity aqrecments. Producers and concumers of commedities exported by
least developed countries should make renewed cfforts, within the framework of the
Integrated Programme for Commedities of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, to conclude commodity agreements as rapidly as possible for guitable
commodities and to implement the Agreement Establiching the Common Fund for
Commodities. Congideration should be given by the producers and consumers
concerned, in the context of international eemmodity adgreements, to the special
needs of least developed countries, such as exemption from pre=financing of buffer
stocks.

83. Compensation for export carnings shortfalls. Developed countries trading in
primary commodities with least developed countries should study ways and means of
helping the least developed countries to offset the damaging effects of loss of
foreign exchange earnings arising from fluctuations in the latter's exports of
primary commodities to them and should be invitea to report on progress in good
time for a comprehengsive factual report on their findings to be gubmitted to the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development at its sixth gession. To this
effect, all such trading countries should eonsider how and what arrangements might
be made to gompensate the least developed countries for ghortfalls in their
earnings from the export of primary commodities.
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2. Transport and communicationg

84, Least developed countries face govere difficulties and suffer from
bottle-necks in the transport gsector, particularly in the carriage of their foreign
trada, The economic and social development of the least developed countries is
seriously hampered by the absence of an (.equate infrastructure in the transport
and communications sector. The improvei.wnt of the physical infrastructure is vital
for the expansion of all productive sectars and esgential social services, as well
as for the efficient implementation of humanitarian and emergency relief measures.
The strengthening of facilities for transport and communications is at the same
time crucial for co~operation in a subregional and regional framework.

85. The expansion of transport capacity and infrastructure and the improvement of
the total transport operation in line with the rate of growth of foreign trade
requirement the availability of international financial resources, particularly for
the development of ports, roads, rural tracks and railways in least developed
countries, from United Nations organizations and bilateral and multilateral donors,
as well as financial resources and technical agsistance to train the required
manpower and to set up indigenous training institutions.

86. Most of the least developed countries suffer from inadequate internal
transport facilities in their region which indirectly hinder their development.,
Thereafore, greater attention should be given by the international community to
providing assistance in the establishment of the internal transport facilities to
link remote areas.

87. Each least developed country should designh a strategy for the sector which
takes account of the specific cireumstances of the country. For all these
countries the extension and maintenance of their road networks needs priority.
Railways also deserve special attention, since they provide a highly effective
means of transport in the least developed countries,

88, For land-locked countries, improvement in transit-transport and port
facilities in the transit countries is of great importance for easy access to world
marketa, Consideration should be given by donors and international agencies to the
provision of concessional financial assistance for the investment schemes
undertaken by the neighbouring transit countries, individually and/or jointly in
association with the land-locked countries of the same region, to improve transit
infrastructure facilities.

89, For coastal and island least developed countries the development of national
shipping services and of river and lake services are equally important and should
receive high priority.

90. Regional and subregional schemes also have an essential role to play not least
because they can help to keep capital and running costs to a minimum. Bilateral
and multilateral donors should therefore join together to help meet costs in the
context of well developed regional policies.
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91, Congestion of ports causes a gerious bottle~neck for the intornational trade
of least developed countries. Special attention should be given to the gpecific
problems, both physical and administrative, which least developed countries
experience with regard to trancit traffic of goeds through neighbouring countries.

92, The question of participation in schipping isc an important one for the least
developed countries., Many of these countries have the necegsary shipboard labour
and there is ne reason why they should not participate in the benefits of shipping.

93, The development of merchant fleets is an important priority for certain least
developed countries. Thio ghould be duly taken into account by financial
ingstitutions, which ghould eonsider the provision of the necessary funds on
reasonable terms for this purpose, Where applicable, liner conferences should have
regard to the proevisions of the Convention on a Code of Conduct for Liner
Conferences, taking into account, whero appropriate, the concerns of the least
developed countries. The Convention ghould be breught into force as soon as
pogsgible.

94, Leact doveloped countries are urged toe take into econgideration the provisions
of the relevant international conventions, including the rocently concluded United
Nations Convention on International Multimodal Transpert of Goods, in thelr
planning of trangport gchemes and acquigition of cquipment in order to protect
their trade and transport interests and ingulate themgelves against premature
technological obsolescence in infrastructure and in cquipment and rolling stock.

95, By giving greatex priority to the communications geector attempts will be made
to improve the technolegical eompenents of existing hardware and expand and upgrade
the communications gystem as a whole. [east developed eountries ghould devise more
efficicnt and cconomically and gocially desirable pricing policies for this

gector. The developed countrics should consider giving concessional assistance to
the least doveloped countries to onable them te improve their communications
gystem, ineluding the use of gatellites whore appropriate.

96, Donors are requested to support and encourage the implementation of joint
trancport and communications projeeta between two or more least develeped
countrics, particularly when such projects are envisaged in the framework of
comprehengive gubregional or regional programmes for the development of the
trangport and communications gector. The Trangport and Communications Decade in
Africa for the 1980s io a genuine gxample in this regard.

3. Food and agqrieulture

97. Food and agriculture is an area where there ig an important role for
international co-operatioen in cupport of domestic efforts. The least developed
countries will be able to rely on the developed countries and the relevant
international institutions to help them:

~ to draw up national food strategies, such as thosce mentioned in
paragraph 10 above)

« to take the gteps laid down in that paragrcaph.



98. Increased technical and financial asgistance should be provided to raisce
agricultural productivity and expand the production and improve the censervation of
food-stuf £, particularly in the case of feod crops. The least develeped countries
ghould be able to benefit more from aid for rural investment gupplied by the
International Fund for Agricultural Development.

99, The international community choulda be mobilized to participate in the
establighnent of food gecurity in the lcast developed countries. To this end, the
following meagures should be taken:

(a) Financial and technieal support for initiatives to be taken by the least
doveloped countries to build up national and subregional gtoeks)

{(b) Early negotiation for the conclugsion of a new internatioenal wheat
agreement containing viable cconomic provisions;

(e) Actual ectablishment of the International Emorgeney Feod Recerve at the
leve) ef 500,000 tons per annum, par-icularly through the participation of new
donorgsy

(d) Other appropriate meagures, designed to strengthen national food oeeurity
and inerease on a predietable basig investment in agrieculture and rural develepment.

100, Food aid, which i5 a eritieal part of any natioenal food strategy for some
least developed countrices, ig likely to continue to be necessary in order te help
meet food requirements which most of knese countries are unable to gatinfy by
themgselves. MAequate feod aid in the form of cmergeney ald will have te be made
available in order te help ensure the gurvival ef populations threatened by
famine. In accotdance with the objective of gelf-guffieiency in foed, food aid in
the form of a eontribution to the offsetting of gtruetural deficits will have to
continue to be temporary, GO ag not t6 exacerbate or porpetuate the dependence of
defieit eountries,

10l. Countries not yobt taking part in the international food aid effort = but
which eould do coe = ghould moke ¢ significant eontribution ¢o attainment of the
annual ebjective of 10 millisn tons of cercast as food aid to doveloping eountries
under the Foeod Aid Convention, 1980,

102. Food aid for least developed countries should ke provided go far ag possible
in the form of grants or on highly concessional termgy donors should econsider
paying relevant trangsport costs.

4, Tranafer and develepment of technology

103, The international ecommunity has recognized the fundamental role of technology
in the socio-economic development of all countries and, in particular, in the
acceleration of the development of the developing countries. It haso alse
underlined the key role of technolegy in the progress of mankind and that all
people ghould have the capacity to benefit from the advances and developments in
technology in erder to improve their ctandards of living. The economic and nocial
cost asgeeiated with the aequisition and application of toreign technology in an
imperfect market is very high., The situation of least developed countries is
aggravated by the almost complete lack of domestie rescarch and development
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capabilities. This is reflected in their technolegical dependenee, particularly in
gectors of critieal importance to their socio~ecenomie developmens: nv.ritien,
health, housing, cemmunieations, energy.

164. 1In view of these considerations and in particular the opecial difficulties of
the least developed countries in ebtaining access to modern technology and in
strengthening their tcchnelogical capacities, every effort should be made by the
international community to accelerate the technolegiecal transformation of least
developed countries and particularly:s

(a) Asglst the least doveloped countries to estblish and strengthen their
institutional infrastructure, including technology centres, whiceh could, inter alia:

(i) facilitate tho co~erdinated formulation and implementation of
technelegy plans, polieies, laws and regulations)

(i1) evaluate, negotiate and register trancfer of technolegy transactiong)
(iii) act ag a possible foecal point between national and international
technology suppliers and national technology users)

{iv) provide technical assistance, information and training to technelogy
userss

(v} gupport er partieipate in programmes of rescarch and development of
technoelegy in gelected areas,; with the aim of developing indigenous
technologies, and promote the adaptation of imported technelegies to
national requirementss

(vi) facilitato the tranofer of technolegy from small and medium=sized
enterprises;

(b Give lecast developed countries the freest and fullest poooible access to
technologies whese transfer io not subjeet to private decisiens und facilitate
aceosg, to the oxtent practieable, to technolegies whose transfer is subject to
private decisions, in the light of the legal order of the regpective ecountrys

(¢) Give gpeeial congideration to the problems faced by the least developed
countries in the field of the rovorse tiansfer of technolegy, including examination
of ways to agsiot these countries in dealang with guch preblema. Pogoible
acrangements for the least developed countries to benefit from the ceo~operative
exchange of gkills amang develeping eeuntries should alse be considered)

(d) Consider, as part of the procesn of accelerating the transfer of
technology to the leoast developed ecountries, provigsion for an increase in the
number ot gcholarships for studios and training in scienee and technologys

(e) Asgist the leoast developed countres in the formulation of appropriate
laws, regulations and policies relating te the import of technoelegy and promotion
of the development and indigenous technologico

(£) Formulate approp:ciate policles dealing with specific sectors of critical
importance to least developed countries: health, nutrition, housing,
comnunications, cnexgy.
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S. Multicountry schemes

105. Co-operation among developing countries can play a key role in supporting the
Substantial New Programme c© Action for the least developed countries by providing
them with major opportunities for development through growing links with other
developing countries. The following elements of such efforts should ve strongly
supported within the framework of economic co-operation among developing countrjes:

(a) Particular attention to the special difficulties of the least developed
countries in any g.iobal preferential arrangements among developing countries in the
field of trade (tariff and non-tariff barriers);

(b} Within regional co-operation programmes among developing countries,
arrangements for joint exploitation of common river-basin or other resource
potentials, with special support for participating least developed countriesy

(c) Within regional co-operation schemes among developing countries,
particular attention to the least developed countries in the flow of concessional
financial and technical assistance by the developing countries in a position to
provide assistance.

106. Developed countries and international institutions should facilitate the flow
of technical and financial assistance and assistance in kind from other developing
countries to the least developed countries;y they should also give especially strong
support to regional co-operation arrangements which include significant benefits to
least developed countries.

107. To the maximum extent possible, financial assistance to the least developed
countries, from whatever the source, should at least partly be eligible to be used
to purchase imports from countries within each least developed country's own region.

108. Where there are realistic opportunities for multicountry investments
involving least developed countries and other countries in the same subregion, they
should be strongly supported by donors. The financial requirements for their
promotion in most cases go far beyond the capabilities of the developing countries
involved, and particularly the least developed amongy them. Furthermore, such
programmes may in fact present a unique opportunity for effectively transforming
the economies of the least developed countries concerned, many of which are too
small and have too limited a resource base to support any significant economic
structural changes by investments only at the national level.
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Chapter III

ARRANGEMENTS FOR IMPLEMENTATION, FOLLOW~UP AND MONITORING

109. Given that one of the essential objectives of the Substantial New Programme of
Action is to provide new orientation and impetus to development efforts of the
least developed countries and to international co-operation in support of these
efforts, it is important that it provide for sustained processes of co-operation
and review at the national, regional -n4 global levels.

A, N:itional level

110. The Government of each least developed country should establish a focal point
for continuing contact with its development partners, both bilateral and
multilateral, concerning the review and implementation of the Substantial New
Programme of Action. It may also be found useful to create an intragovernmental
working party of relevant ministries, including the office responsible for the
administration of foreign assistance and that responsible for planning, where this

has not yet been done, so as to assist the focal point in co-ordinating the work at
the national level.

111, As a mechanism for regular and periodic review and implementation of the
Substantial New Programme of Action, Governments of the least developed countries,
after consultations as appropriate with relevant United Nations and
intergovernmental agencies and donor countries, may establish aid consultative
groups or other arrangements where they do not already exist. It should be open to
the least developed countries which are not covered hy existing arrangements to
invite actual and potential dor: :s and trade partners; United Nations organs,
organizations and bodies; international and intergovernmental organizations; and
neighbouring countries as appropriate to join in establishing suitable new
consultative arrangements. Where arrangements already exist (such as World Bank
Consultative Groups, United Nations Development Programme Round Tables and the Club
du Sahel) consideration should be given to strengthening and broadening them in

order to review the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action in
specific least developed countries,

112. In view of the responsibility of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development in the global review, the Secretary~General of UNCTAD should be
invited, as necessary, to be represented at the review meetings at the country
level for mutual information purposes.,

113. These reviews should take place at appropriate intervals at the initiative of
the interested least developed country, which may seek assistance from the lead
agency for its aid group in organizing them. These reviews should be devoted to
the implementation of the Substantial New Proygramme of Action at the country level
and will, in particular, concentrate on:

(a) A review of the country's economic and financial situation, and of
external assistance;

(b) An assessment of progress in the implementation of the Substantial New
Programme of Action in the least developed country concerned and consideration of a
detailed annual or mid-term plan elaborating the economic and financial strategies,
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priorities and objectives and the requirements of external resources to support the
implementation of these plans and programmess;

(c) Securing assistance for the implementation of plans and programmes for
the period under considerationj

(d) A review of the aid conditions, terms and modalities, including technical
assistance, in the light of the guidelines contained in the Programme, in order to
see what further steps, if any, may be needed to ensure their more effective
application;

{(e) Consideration of ways and means of assisting the least developed
countries to expand their trade in existing and in new markets.

114, The first round oi such country reviews should take place as soon as possible
and preferabkly by 1983.

115. For each review meeting a report should be prepared by the Government of the
least developed country concerned providing an assessment of the current economic
situation and the immediate and long-term requirements for assistance in the light
of its own priorities and programmes. In the preparation of this repoit the
Government concerned may request assistance from the relevant organizations of the
United Nations system.

1i16. Some least developed countries, in consultation with their development
partners, may find it convenient to synchronize their meetings in time and venue.
In such cases, the least developed countries and lead agencies concerned may call
for assistance on the relevant regional commissions or intergovernmental
organizations of a regional character, who are urged to provide the required

assistance.

B. Regional and global levels

117. The continuing interaction between specific implementation activity focused at
the country and regional level and the global monitoring of progress will be
crucial to the success of the Substantial New Programme of Action., The United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development should play the focal role in
elaborating the detailed arrangements at the global level for implementation,
co~ordination and monitoring of the Programme.

118. A mid-term global review of progress towards the implementation of the
Substantial New Programme of Action should be undertaken in 1985. It will also
readjust as appropriate the Programme of Action for the second half of the decade
in order to ensure its £ull implementation.,

119. The Conference recommends to the General Assembly that it decide that the
Intergovernmental Group on the Least Developed Countries of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development should meet at a high level in order to carty
out the mid-term review and consider the possibility of holding a global review at
the end of the decade, which might, inter alia, take the form of a United Nations
Conference on the least Developed Countries. The results of the mid-term review
should be made available to the General Assembly, so that they would be taken fully
into account in the process of review and appraisal of the implementation of the
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International Development Strategy. In discharging its responsibility, the
Intergovernmental Group on the Least beveloped Countries will consider the reports
from aid consultative group meetings, contributions from all relevant agencies
referred to it in paragraph 122 below and analyseg of issues f£rom the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development as referred to in paragraph 121 below.

120. The global monitoring arrangements will review progress made in the
implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action by the least developed
countries and their development partners, and in particular:

(a) Review progress at the country level thus far in the decade;

(b) Review progress in international support measures, and particularly in
official development assistance;

(c) Consider measures, as necessary, for ensuring the full implementation of
the Substantial New Programme of Action over the decade.

12l. As a basis for global monitoring arrangements, the secretariat of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, in collaboration with the
organizations of the United Nations system, should prepare up-to-date information
on the situation in the least developed countries as a whole and, drawing upon the
analyses referred to in paragraph 122 below, as well as on the results of the
review meetings at the national level, should prepare analyses of the progress in
and of policy issues affecting the implementation of the Substantial New Programme
of Action. In this context the basic data series prepared by the secretariat of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development concerning all important
socio-economic indicators for the least developed countries should be maintained.

122. Other competent organizations (such as the United Nations Development
Programme, including the United Nations Capital Development Fund and the Special
Measures Fund for the Least Developed tountries), the relevant United Nations
regional commissions, United Nations bodies and specialized agencies (such as the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund), GATT, regional development banks
and regional organizations of developing countries, should be encouraged to give
full attention in their economic analyses and monitoring to the problems, needs and
achievements of the least developed countries and produce relevant statistics.
within and subject to its existing structure and procedures, each such pody should
prepare periodic reports on the activities falling within its competence as inputs
into the global review process.

123, The Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation,
in close collaboration with the Secretary-General of UNCTAD, the Executive
Secretaries of the regional commissions and the lead agencies for the aid groups,
should ensure at the secretariat level the full mobilization and co-~ordination of
all organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system for the purpose
of implementation and follow-up of the Substantial New Programme of Action. The
system of focal points in each United Nations agency, used in the preparations for
the present Conference, should be kept active also for the implementation tasks
over the decade.

124, The resident co-ordinator for the United Nations system should continue
mobilizing all parts of the United Nations system within the particular country in
support of the implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action over the
decade.
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125. The relevant United Nations regional commissions shall, as appropriate,
contribute to the follow-up process and offer an opportunity for the least
developed countries of their respective regions to exchange experience and seek
solutions to common problems at the national, regional and global levels. The
regional commissions should be suitably restructured to discharge effectively their
responsibilities in respect of the follow-up and monitoring of the Substantial New
Programme of Action.

126, The effective follow~up, monitoring and implementation of the Substantial New
Programme of Action will require a range of gervices at the Secretariat level.
Taking into account the focal role of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development in the United Nations system on the least developed countries as
referred to in resolution 122 (V) of that Conference and gpecified in this
Substantial New Programme of Action, the Secretary-General of the United Nations is
requested to make recommendations to the General Asgembly at its thirty~sixth
session on the nmost effective and efficient arrangements for carrying out the
gsexrvices required.

127, To provide the extra regsources needed by Governments for more intensive
planning efforts, feasibility studies and project preparation over the first half
of the decade of the 198Us in the least developed countries, adequate gpecial
allocation should be made by donors to the already existing Special Measures Fund
for the Least Developed Countries of the United Nations Development Programme or
through other suitable channels for the least developed countries.

128, To maintain the momentum of commitments made by the international community
and the obligations undertaken by the least developed countries for the decade with
a view to achieving accelerated growth rates and structural transformation, it is
essential that the progress in the implementation of the Substantial New Programme
of Action is reviewed and monitored regularly at the national and regional, as well
as the global, level. The national reviews will be fundamental for the execution
of the Programme in the least developed countries, while the regional and global
reviews will be crucial in ensuring international support to it. This review
mechanism will provide for effective monitoring of the over-all performance of the
least developed countries, on the one hand, and of the provision of development
assistance to the least developed countries, on the other hand. This will be a
means to ensure that every least developed country receives an adequate minimum
flow of assistance and demonstrates a minimum standard of performance in economic
development.
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B. STATEMENTS MADE UPON THE ADOPTION OF THE SUBSTANTIAL NEW
PROGRAMME OF ACTION

2. The gpokesman for the Group of 77 said that the Paris Conference had been a
positive and encouraging sign, though not a decisive one, for the resumption of the
North-South dialegue. The regults obtained were bagsically expresgions of
recognition of the serious situation the least developed countries were currently
experiencing and the urgent need to find solutions for them. WNeverthelesa, there
were still difficulties in overcoming economic consgtraints co as to be able to
channel a greater flow of the aid needed in order to tackle that challenge.

3. The problems of the donor countries had direct and negative repercussiong on
the least developed countries, and the problems of the latter and of the third
world in general themselves influence the economy of the developed countries. That
was a veritable Gordian knot which must gomehow rapidly be cut. It represented a
fiendish vicious circle from which the international community must find an esccpe
before all 1ts members werc utterly weakened, or only a few of them gurvived.

4. The Group of 77 hoped that the Conference had contributed to that purpose.
Its members had displayed once again their acknowledged and already demonstrated
capacity for dialogue and flexibility. They had made all necessary effortso for
this Conference to succeed in drawing up the Substantial New Programme of Action
(SNPA) for the least developed countries, but there wag ctill a long way to go for
their expectations to be gatisfied. ‘

5. His Group believed that every day more people were sharing in the dialogue and
that the light at the end of the tunnel was beecoming apparent. It was to be hoped
that the milestone represented by the Conference might augur a promising future
that would redound to the advantage not only of the least developed countriesn but
also of a higher ethical principle, the golidarity of mankind, and therefore of all
men, peoples and Governments of the ecarth. This must be the real objective of the
future meetings, discussions and aspirdtiongs,

6. The representative of the United Republic of Tanzania, speaking on bechalf of
the African Group, expressed deep appreciation of the way in which the current
Conference had brought to the attention of the international cemmunity the plight
of the 31 least developed countries,

7. To some observers the SNPA which had just been adopted might be neither
substantial nor new and that might very well be correct. However, the SNPA was a
progressive and historic step in the sense that the problems and desperate needs of
the least developed countries had for once been brought into a sharper focus,
Furthermore, there was also the overriding political commitment by all the
participants in the Conference that something urgent and substantial needed to be
done by the international community to alleviate the suffecring, deprivation and
misery in the least developed countries, The pledge to double assistance to the
least developed countries by 1985 must be seen in that light.

8. His Group would, of course; have wanted a stronger and more unegquivocal
commitment by the international community en the specific guestion of the f£low of
resources to the least developed countries in real terms and within a gpecific
time-frame, as the Group of 77 had proposed. However, in a spirit of compromise it
had accepted the text in full cognizance that it was just the beginning. Az long
as most of the least developed countries continued to be caught in a system in
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which they were progregsively celling cheap and buying dear, the gtruggle for
international measures to redress that imbalanece had to be a continuing process.
While the SNPA did not go as far asc his Group would have wanted, the Conference on
the whole had not been a failure but a qualified succeso. The Afriecan Group had
particularly taken note of the fact that a number of developed countries had taken
substantial and positive gteps to increase the flow of aid to the least developed
countries. This underscored the importance for all developed countries which had
not yet done go to make positive and gerious efferts and urgently to tackle the
¢ritical and desperate problems of the least developed countries whieh, as the
Conference had unequivocally recocgnized, were being aggravated day after day.

9, He expressed hig Group's decpest and very sincere appreciation to the
Government of France for having hogsted the Conference, as well ao for providing an
excellent goeial and physical environment under which it had been pogsible to work
out the SNPA. He carnestly hoped that all participants in the Conference would do
their utmost in the important follow~-up action which would be required.

10. The African Group for it0 part would do it0 best to engure the Programme's
gspeedy and f£ull implementation.

1l. The represcentative of Bangladesh observed that it was a tribute to the wiocdom,
perseverance and accommodating attitudes of delegations that the Conference had
been able to adopt the SNPA, which was a programme of action within the context of
global development. The Proyramme had been conceived and develeoped within the
International Development Stratedgy and targetu had been laid down for the least
daveloped countries and for the international community - the donor countries and
international ageneies, in particular - to try to achieve.

12, The adoption of the SNPA was a matter for pride on the part of the
international community, which had evelved a guide to development over the next few
years together with a modality for review at the country level, the possibility of
a mid-texm review and an end-decade review. The International Development Strategy
had not been gacrificed, even though many of its goald and ebjectives had not been
enshrined in the SNPA. He particularly referred to the targets laid down in
paragraphs 24, 101l and 146 of the Strategy. Without giving up these goals the
Conference had attempted to see how actual comnitments and agreements could be
reached on targets and on matters of action by the least developed countries ag
well as by the international community.

13. He was hopeful that the mid-term review would indicate that progress was being
made, with targets being achieved within preseribed time-limits, and that resources
were £lowing in terms of the actual needs and of recal resources = not money - that
were entailed by the development programmes of individual countries. The
Conference had also tried to specify the various aid medalitiet whieh the
international community was to follow in order to cngure that the Programme became
successful., The Programme could be gecn ags a milestone in international
development co-operation even though sacrifices had to be made. He paid tribute to
all who had gtriven so harda to accommodate positions and f£ind agreed solutions to
problems during the Conference. He paid a special tribute to the President for hig
unrelenting efforts to ensure the success of the Conterence and hoped that the
President would be able pcrsonally to pregsent the Substantial New Programme of
Action to the General Assembly in New York,

14, The spokesman £or the European Economie Community and its member States
expressed deep gatigfaction at the results of the Paris Conference. He said the
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Community warmly welcomed t%e SNPA and would co-operate fully with the least
developed countries in its i, ementation.

15. Following the Conference, and ag agreed in the International Development
Strategy, serious consideration would be given by donor countries to increase
substantially and in real terms official development assigctance for the least
developed countries during the decade. To thut end, and in the context of their
individual efforts to reach, and where posgible surpass, the target of 0.7 per cent
of GNP, member States of the Comnunity which gave aid would aim to allocate

0.15 per cent of their GNP ag ODA to the least developed countriesy come had
already surpassed this target.

16. He noted that in his otatement irn plenary on 2 September 1981 the spokesman
for the Presidency of the Council of Ministers of the European Communities had
undertaken to consider gseriously any recommendation made by the Conference to
developed countries as a whole to stabilize the earnings of least developed
countries from exports of primary productg., The Conference had made such a
recommendation and the Community was accordingly prepared to examine in a
constructive gspirit the most appropriate means of meeting it, particularly by
studying what arrangements could be made and how to extend to least developed
countries not parties to the Lomé II Convention dispositions similar or equivalent
to those of the Community's Stabex scheme. The Community earnestly exhorted all
other countries trading in primary commodities with least developed countries to
consider taking steps to similar effect.

17. 1In the context of the expansion of least developed countries' production and
exports, he said the Community was prepared to examine with ito partners any
problem that might arise and would be examining further improvements to it5 gcheme
of generalized preferences.

18. As it was a vital problem for the least developed countries, food had its
rightful place in the SNPA. The Community and its member States had made a
decisive contribution to drafting that part of the Programme, and would spare no
effort to join with others in promoting rural development and food security in the
least developed countries. He expressed gatisfaction that the Conference had also
recognized the importance of the energy problem and had recommended measures to
cope with that crucial issue.

19, One of the most important achievenents of the Conference was the very cleat
dispositions which it had made for its follow-up, covering the role which the least
developed countries and their bilateral and multilateral partners would be called
on to play. '

20, He also noted wsth gsatisfaction the important role which had bazen played by
the non-governmental organizations in assisting the development of the least
developed countries, and the part which they would continue to play in the coming
decade in implementing the Substantial New Programme of Action.

2l. Finally, he gtated that the Community was proud that this important Conference
had been held in the capital of one of its member States, and he expressed
appreciation to the French Government for its excellent arrangements and generous
hospitality.



22, The representative of New Zealand said that, as a South Pacific country,

New Zealand had accepted a speciul long~term commitment to assist some of the most
vulnerable island economies in the world. It was in this South Pacific reglon that
it would continue to concentrate on development agssistance and to make a special
effort to increase it. His country did so in the belief that the most effective
use could be made of available recources through geographical acceptance of
responsibility among donors. It widt his Government's belief, too, that without
current levels of assistance to the igland developing countries many would, in
fact, become least developed countries on present criteria. For these reasons, it
was not in a position to accept the finaneial sub-~targets as expressed in the
Programme of Action. However, in assisting the countries in the South Pacific hig
Government would pay special regard to the Programme of Action, much of which wags
directly relevant to the necds and precarious existence of island developing
countries,

23, The representative of Japan expressed his delegation's gratification at the
nuceess of the Conference. His Government had been attaching great impertance to
the Conference and was pleased to sce the Substantial New Programme of Action
ecdopted by congensus.,

24. In view of the importance and the urgent needs of agsictance to the least
developed countries, his delegation had submitted a proposal on financial
assistance policies and requirements and was glad to see that due consideration had
been given to the proposal, which had been inecluded in the final formulation of
chapter II of the Programme of Action.

25, Hioc delegation strongly hoped that all donors would make their best efforts to
ensure that the aggregate official development assistance disburged to the least
developed countries during the first half of the 19803 would be more than double
that disbursed during the second half of the 1.970s.

26, He reiterated that the Japanese Government would make every effort to increase
positively its assistance to the least developed countries within the context of
its new medium~term target for ODA. With regard to compengsation for export
earnings shortfalls, his delegation considered that studies should be eontinied in
the relevant international organizations which had already taken up this subject.

27. The representative of Australia said that his Government welcomed the
agreement reached at the Conference. It intended to maintain the flow of itg
development resources within the context of its regional priorities and its concern
to direct its development assistance to those it believed to have the greatest
need., This had already resulted in more than a doubling of Australia's assistance
to least developed countries over the period 1976-1981,

28. The representative of the United States of Amerieca scaid that his Government
was pleased to join in the consensus on the Substantial New Programme of Action
which provided a solid basis for action by all Governments.

29. The Programme was especially strong for its full recognition of the complex
interrelationships in the development process., The complementarity among domestic
and international measures was well reflected and had been a hallmark of the
discussions. This reflection of reality strengthened the international community's
resolution to achieve accelerated growth for the least developed of its members in
the decade ahead.



30, The United States pledged to work with the least developed countries towards
the achievement of their development objectives, It believed that the commitment
that had been jointly accepted to make a special effort to increase contributions
and to direcect them increasingly towards the least developed countrieoc implicitly
recognized that due account must be taken of national circumstances and that donor
countries and insotitutions would employ a variety of criteria in allocating
asgistance funds. The well~known position of the United States of not accepting
gpecifie targets for ODA related to GNP had not changed.

31. His delegation believed the existing international financial institutions were
fully able to manage any increaged resource tranofers and did already take the
needs of least doveloped countrieg into aecount. Should any new arrangements be
considered, it expected that appropriate attention would continue to be given to
the special needs of these eountrieg.

32, With regpect to posgible new mechanigms, he noted that IMF had already
considered and, as appropriate, would continue to review most of these proposals,
The United States continued to oppose a link between gpeeilal drawing rights and aid
and remained concerned that any such link could damage efforts to make special
drawing rights the principal regerve agset in the international monetary system,
The: United States was algo net in a pooitioen to support the concept of
international taxation.

33. The United Stateg concurred fully that maintaining and improving market access
for the least developed countrieso would play an increagingly impertant role as
these countries developed their productive capacity. It supported the kind of
measures get forth in the Programme to help the least developed countries develop
efficient export industries and measures to improve their marketing ability. It
accepted that producers and congumers of commodities experted by developing
countries should give consideration to the feasibility of commedity agrcements as a
possible solution to problems in commedity markets. In this context, consideration
ghould be given by the producers and eoncumers coneerned to the gpecial necds of
the leagt developed countries.

34, The United States congidered that IMF wag the appropriate and beot qualified
forum for dealing with financicl difficulties caused by export earningg
shortfalls. In fact, the IMF ¢ »mpensatory Finaneing Faecility had been a very
useful mechanism for providing asgigtance of thig type. The discugsion at the
Conference had cuggested pogsible new programmes for the least developed countriesg
analogous to Stabex. The United States for its part did not censider that this
would be either feagsible for it or a significant way to assigt the least developed
countries. On the other hand, if other countries felt that they could provide
useful agsistance to the least developed countries in this manner, it would view
their action with sympathy.

35, The United States interpreted the reference to the econclusion of an
Internaticnal Wheat Agreement to mean that in striving to achieve this objective
the international community would explore alternative approaches to the currently
tabled one which, for well-known teasons, the United States could not accept.

36, Wording in the SNPA should not be construed to imply that the United States
would consider paying transport costs for food aid being provided on other than a
grant basis,
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37, In the context of the gection on transport measures, hisc Government was
studying poosible ratification of the Convention on a Code of Conduct for Liner
Conferences and the United Nationg Convention on International Multimodal Transport
of Goods., It did not interpret the language in the Programme of Actien ag
committing the United States to supporting them at this time.

38. The record of the United States revealed inereaocing attention to the problems
of development in the least developed countries. It would continue in this
effort, Hig delegation left the Confercnce with renewed dedication to accelerated
growth and a better life for the people of the least develeped countrics.

39, The repregentative of Finland reaffirmed the gommitment of his Government to
the target of 0.7 per cent of GNP as cnvisaged in the International Development
Strateqy. Hio Government had only a few days carlier decided to prepose to
Parliament a budget bill for fisecal year 1982 which would bring itso ODA to :
0,32 per cent, which wags ito intermediate target. Finnich ODA would thug continue
to increase subgtantially and steadily over the coming years. In additien, hin
Government had unilaterally committed itoelf to a econtinuation of its policy of
chanpelling at lecast 30 per cent of itg ODA to those ecountries and thic in turn
would result in a deubling of ito ODA te the least devoloped countkrics. Taking
these commitmento as the point of departuro, Finnish ODA te the least developed
countriecs would reach the 0.15 per cent level of GNP in the coming years,

40, The repregentative of Condda observed that the Confetonce had confirmed, in no
uneertain terms, the renewed undertaking of the international community to the
least doveloped countrico for asoigtance. The regults of the Conferonce
reconfirmed the amportance of the role thot eould bo played by the United Natiens
in achieving the glebal goals of stability, seeial justice and prosperity by
bringing togother international repregentativesd to ereate an arcna for diseussien
and action. Realiotie and eenstructive progress had been roalized.

41, Tho process ot developing and adopting the Subgotantial New Programme of Accion
had affirmed the mutuality of interegt that exioted between develeped and
devoloping, induptrialised and industrialising eountries. It further affirmed the
intordependenee of the global ecommunity and the importance of eoncentrated efforts
to achieve mutual benefits.

42, Many delegations had had te make eompromises in order to arcive at a commnon
text and understanding for the Programme eof Action. For oxample, Canada would have
preferred to refer to the balance-of-paymentso approach to export carninggo
compensation ag practised by IMF. However, hic Government felt that a very
positive result had boen achieved. There nad been co-operation on many issues and
a successful Confercnee had been eencluded. Canada gupperted the conclugions of
the Conferonece and witneosed the adoption ef the Substantial New Programme of
dction with great catisfaction. It was confidont that the Programme, which
repregented an important undertaking by doveloped and developing eountries, would
help to bring about a gugtained and Gelf-reliant pattern of growth in the least
developed gountries. Canada pledged that it weald woerk assiduously with all to
achieve the recalistic objeetives get out in the SNPA, It felt that this was an
important step in the North=South daalogue and would contribute to a positive
outcome at the fortheceming Cancin Summit.
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43, The repregentative of Saudi Arabia said that, although hig country was a
developing country that relied on a dwindling rcosource, it had centributed to the
development of developing countrieg, including the least developed among them, a
move that wag consistent with ito prineiple of sgolidarity with developing countries
in general and with its desire to foster international co-operation. It had given
huge f£inancial aid in the form of grants and highly concessional loans te

60 developing countries, inecluding 22 leagt developed countries, The annual
average of such aid had now reached $4 billion, including $1.5 billien in the form
of grants, Thig financial aid represented 6 per cent of the gross national
preduct, 41 per cent of the total assistance given by the OPEC eountries, and

15 per cent of the total asgistance given by the OECD countrieas.

44. Although Saudi Arabia wag pleaged to join thoe congensus on the adoption of the
Substantial Now Pregranmme of Actien fer the 19803, it would like, novertheless, to
ptate that it interpreted the roforence in paragraph 70 of the SNPA as being to
developing count.ies with renowable rcgoureed.

45, The repregsentative of Bulgqaria, opeaking' alse on behalf of the

Byelorugssian S8R, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratie Republic, Hungary,
Mongolia, Poland, tho Ukrainian SSR and the USSR, saild that, acknowledging the
great importance of the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries
and of the documents which it had adopted, the delegatiens on whose behalf he spoke
confirmed their deep oympathy for, and understanding of, the effortg of the least
develeped countries f£inally o free themse. ves from the yoke ef colenialism and
neo~colonialism, to overcomo cecnomie backw izdnoso, poverty, hunger and digease and
to enbark on a coursec of independent develepment. In view of those neble goals,
socialist countries had made avery offort to contribute in an appropriately
construgtive manner to the work of the curront Conforence, teo.

46. Their positions of prineiple en the fundamental preblems of the developing
countiries, ineluding che least devele, od eountries, were well known. They had been
get forth in detail in United Nationa organg, cspecially during the eleventh
special session and the thirty=-f£fifth regular sesscion of tho General Assembly,
particularly with regard to the "global negotiations" on ccenemic issues, and
during the fourth and f£ifth cessciono of UNCTAD. 7/ ‘Those pogitions had been
developed and consolidated at the current Conforonce in the statements of their
delegations both in the general debate and in tho meecings of the various organs of
the Conference., In addition, document A/CONF.104/17 showed' the major results and
Lature trends of co-operation between the USSR and the least developed countries.

47. BEBxploitation and inequality werc unknown in the cconomic ties of the socialist
countries on whose behalf he wacs speaking with any of the developing countries,
including the least developed among them. The development of thoge ties
constituted a new gystem of international econemic relations differing in principle
from the relations that existed between developing countries and the industrially
developed capitaliat nations.

L

I/ TD/211 and TD/264 and Corr.l, reproduced respectively in Proceedings of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, Fourth Session, vol. I.
Report and Annexes (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76,1I1.D.10),
annex VIII, F, and ibid., Pifth Segssion, vel. I. Report and Annexes (Unjted
Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.1I.D.14), annex VII, H.
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48, From another point of view, the Conterence had shown yet again, in clear o d
convincing fachion, that the causcued of the particularly difficult economic
gituatien of the laast developed geuntries were the eolonial demination under v Leh
the majoerity of them had laved in the recent past and the policy of neo-colenialisn
that wao eurrently being purgued by imperialict States in fieldo ineluding tha. of
international economic relationg,

49, In that connexien, and by way of cxtenscion of their well-known pesition, t .2
delegations of the seeialist countrico on whoose behalf he was opeaking viewed ti2
recommendations claborated by the Conforence on matters relating to the grantiny of
financial and other assistance to the lecact developed eountries, including
acsigtance within fixed parametors and aecording to fixed medalities, as being
directed towardo the industriolly doveleped Stateo of tho eapitalist gystem,

50, The need to solve tho least developed countries! economice and social
development problemo wag urgent. The fundamental prerequicites for the reselution
of thoge and ether global igoues were the gtrengthening of peace, the maintenance
and congolidation of internatienal ddtente, the halting of the armo race and
disarmoament.

51. The pecialist States on whooe bohalf he wus gpeaking fully shared the
justified concern expressed at the Conference with regard to the current
deterioration of the international situation ag a result of the attempts of cert .an
imperialist circles te impote their will on other States, ineluding least dovel yed
and othor doveloping countries that were gtriving for genuine independenee and
autoncmous development,

52, Thoy algo fully subseribed to the appeals that haa been heard at the
Conference for the eccosation of the arms raee and the divercioen te peaceful
purpoces, including assistance to the least dovelopea and other developing
countrics, of the encrmous regoeureed being deveted to armaments.

53. Giving voice thereby te the vital interosts ef the peeplus of all eountrioes,
the Soviet Union, together with other goeialiot States, had prepesced as leng ago as
1973 the reduction of the military budgets of States permanent mombero of tho
Security Couneil and the utilization af part of the funds thus gaved fer the
economic development of developing eountries. In 1974, the Seviet Unien had
suggested measures to facilitate the gettlement of that matter, namely, that States
with gubstantial economie and military potential, ineluding the States permancnt
members of the Sccurity Couneil, should agree on the gpecifie oxtont te which cach
of them would reduce ito military budget, not in poreentage terms, but in abgolute
terms, as well ag on the econerote gums whieh ecaeh of them would carmark for the
purposes of increasing agsistance te the developing countrics and establishing
within the framcwork of tne United Natiens machinery for the distribution of those
sumg ameng the beneficiary ecountries. The implementation of these prepocals would
have represented a major eontribution to the rcalization of the Subotantial New
Programme of Actien for the 19680z for the least developed eountries,

54, Socialist countries would unwaveringly continue still further to develop
conmprehensive co~oporation with interested least developed countries by providing
economic and technical assigtance for their offorts to overcome backwardness, raise
the level of living of the broad masses of their pepulations and build independent
national econemiesc. Such co-operation would continue to be bagsed en long=term
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agreemento that took into account the partico' capabilities and the main lines of
the least dovoleped countries' currert and leng=term devolepment planc and

programmes,

§5. The poeialiat States en whose bohalf he was speaking declared their
determination to make a pignificant contribution to the rcalization of those
targets and measureS in the SNPA which corresoponded to the basie prineiples and
methods characteristic of the cgoeialigt poeial pyoctem and of theilr gystom of
economic relations with developing countrica.

56, The ecmmento and views ho had exprecged cencorning the nowly-=adopted SNPA
repracented an integral part of the pesition on that Programme of the socialist
countriesn on whose behalf he had cpoeken,

57, The ropreoentative of China eboerved that the adoption by congensus of the
SNPA ag a recult of full negetiatienc by all partiea in a spirit of seeking common
ground while reserving differonces was a pesitive rosult which hada ereated a
favourable atmosphero for the Noerth=South dialeguo.

58, China was a developing goeelalioct country and tho aid 1t previded te tho
friendly countries of the third werld wao a kind of mutual help betweoen poeor
friends, Whether in tormg of cconemie and tochnieal standardo or in tormo of
living standardo of the peeple or, ogpeeially, in torms of eapacity to provide aid
to other gountrieg, China eould not be plaeed in the same ecategory ag tho developed
cﬁuntriea or with those davelopod or denor ceuntrios mentiened in paragraph 63 of
the SNPA,

59, At pregent, china wac undergoing ccoenemie readjustment. The corieuu natural
digagters in recent years had added te ito difficultiesn. However, the Chinese
people, determined to advanee aleng the lines of gelferoliance, weke carcying out
the task of modernizing China in a gpirit of plain living and hard struggle. As in
tho past, the Chincese peoeple would live frugally in order to continuo thoir
economic and technieal agsigtance within their copacity to friendly third-world
geuntries, including the least developed oneo. Ac ito national cconomic strength
grew, China would strive to centribute to the sceio-cconomic development of the
least developed countrieg and hence to the establishmont of a new international

economic order.

60, The implomentation of the Programme of Action adopted by the Conference would
require georicus and carnost cfforts, China believed that od leng as third-world
countrieg upheld by the principle of selidarity and mutual «ggistance, 5o leny as
all justice-uphelding ceuntrics worked togoether to remove obstacled, and co long as
the international cemmunity, in particular a.l the doveloped eountrioes, genuinely
took up their duc rosponoibilitieg, the reasenable provigions of the SNPA would

gradually be realized,

6L. A certain reopregentative had mentionod the international cenditions needed to
implement the SNPA. The Chincoe delegation wished to peint out that the
hegemonists were engaging in oxpansion and aggression all over the world, thus
creating much turbulence. That was the harsh reality of teday. The hegemenists
pald only lip serviee to "peace", "dotente® and "disarmament®, but that could in no
way conceal their true intentions of over=all armo=buildup and global expansion.

In order to safeguard world peace and achieve a gtable international environment
for economic¢ development, all justice-uphelding countries :nust unite and launch an
unrelenting struggle against the hegemeniats,



62. The representative of the doly See said that his delegation was very pleased
that consensus had been reached on a text that represented a realistic recognition
of the problems that had been debated and an honest commitment to respond to them.
The SNPA, the result of compromise with all which that implied, spelled out the
problems and indicated ways to improve the plight of the least developed countries,
which should be guided by the ethical criterion of fraternal solidarity.

63, In urging that as full and generous a programme as possible be undertaken for
each of these 31 countries, the delegation of the Holy See wished to reiterate the
desire of the Catholic Church to be of assistance in whatever way it could and the
availability of the Church, and its related organizations at the national and
international levels, to co-operate and to contribute to the just efforts that
would result from the Conference.

64. The representative of Norw2y expressed satisfaction that it had proved
possible for the Conference to adopt the SNPA by consensus. In negotiations on
such vital and far-reaching issues as had been on the agenda for this Conference,
nobody could have expected all their aspirations to be satisfied., The only way to
avoid confrontation was to seek the common denominator. That was the only
realistic and fruitful approach, particularly in North-South issues,

65. The result achieved was first due to the positive spirit of co-operation and
compromise that had prevailed throughout the negotiations. His delegation had
hoped that the objectives and measures for national and international action
incorporated in the Programme of Action would have been of a scale and magnitude
above that which had now materialized. It particularly regretted that certain
concepts of the International Development Strategy were not included in the
Substantial New Programme of Action. However, he attached overriding importance to
the fact that the Programme of P~tion, although not fully satisfactory to everyone,
was acceptable to a vast majority of countries. The task now before the
international community was to ensure that effective implementation of the
Programme was achieved at the country as well as the global level. The Norwegian
Government would take an active part in that task, in keeping with Norway's long
tradition of recognizing the special situation and needs of the least developed
countries,

66, Mr, Gamani Corea, Secretary-General of the Conference and Secretary-~General of
UNCTAD, expressed his great satisfaction that the Conference had been able to adopt
the Substantial New Prvogramme of Action, which provided the international community
with a point of departure from which it could proceed to new co-operative
relationships with the poorest and weakest of its members. He believed that the
least developed countries would benefit from the concentrated attention given to
their needs and problems at the Conference, and emphasized the particular
importance he attached to the arrangements for the implementation, follow-up and
monitoring -~f the Substantial New Programme of Action,
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Part two

PROCEEDINGS OF THE OONFERENCE

I. Inaugural address by the President of France

1. In his inaugural address the President of France, H.E. Frangois Mitterrand,
expressed his satisfaction that for the second time in 30 years a major United
Nations meeting was taking place in Paris. He stressed the relationship between
assistance to developing countries and the efforts of the developed countries to
overcome their current economic crisis, as well as the international solidarity
that was reflected in the efforts of the industrialized countries to renew the
North~-South dialogue. The Conference was one link in a chain of international
events that should lead to the establishment of a new international economic
order. He pledged his country's full commitment to the success of the Conference
and singled out five objectives that it intended to pursue to that end:

(a) It would strive to ensure that the North-South dialogue reflected a
sharing of responsibilities rather than distrust and indifference. 1In this regard
the forthcoming meetiny of heads of States in Cancln, Mexico, should centribute to
forging the necessary political willp

(b) The developing countries should be assisted in their efforts to overcome
their acute balance-of-payments difficulties resulting from higher petrolsum
prices. France would support the proposals for a special energy facility within
the World pank in which the North and the South would be equally associated;

{(c) Given the need for substantial external finance to allow the development
process to acceleratc, France would make up for its past weak performance and
attain by 1988 the ODA target of 0.7 per cent of GNP, 1In this context, *‘t viewed
with favour the idea of earmarking for the least developed countries a not
insubstantial share of total ODA;

{(d) In order tc give greater continuity and stability to the export earnings
of developing countries and in particular to those of the least developed ones,
whose total earnings were often dependent on a single commodity, France would
support measures to stabilize the export earnings of the lest developed countries
and considered that all the least developed countries should benefit £rom
commpensatory facilities such as the EEC Stabex scheme;j

(¢) In the effort to improve the welfare of the least developed countries,
France was ready to support measures to protect the national traditions and
cultural identity of those countries, particularly by promotion of communication
among them. The cultural and traditional heritage of the least developed countries
must permeate development activities.

2. In conclusion, he expressed the hope that the Conference would contribute to
narrowing the gap between North and Scuth and initiate a new process of
co-operation.
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II. Opening statements (agenda item 1)

3. Opening the Conference on 1 September 1981, the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, said that the high level of representation at the Conference was a
measure of the expectations and support of the international community. He stressed
the urgency of the questions facing the Conference and the need to agree on
concrete measures to achieve its objectives. The economic difficulties facing the
least developed countries were so basic and so severe that extraordinary additional
measures to help them were plainly needed. To be truly effective, the programme of
action to be adopted by the Conference must simultaneously stress structural change
and the provision of the basic social necessities: nutrition, health care,
housing, education and employment. He said that the least developed countries
could not embark on self-sustained development without greatly increased
international support, which should be part of an integrated global effork and in
line with priorities set by each of these countries. A greater transfer of .
resources through apipropriate financial and trade measures to these countries was
necessary in view of the immediate problems facing them and the poor response to
the Immediate Action Programme.

4. International assistance to the developing countries, and particularly the
least developed, did not imply a one~-sided relationship. The entire international
community would benefit from a strengthened global economy and an improved climate
for growth and investment. A continuation of present economic trends, intolerable
from a human point of view, would ultimately threaten political stability and world
peace. Only through multilateral co-cperation involving all groups of countries
could lasting sclutions be found that would restore the momentum of economic growth
and ensurc equitable economic relations.

S The pace of progress in the international dialogue on economic issues
continued to be slow, but there had been some recent developments which were
encouraging for the future. The meeting of the Group of 77 in Caracas in May 1981
had established a comprehensive framework for the developing countries to pursue
their mutual co~operation and collective self~reliance. Further, there seemed to
be a growing recognition on the part of the developed countries of the need for
concerted action directed not only to the immediate but alsc to medium~term
objectives. The major industrial countries had recently reaffirmed in Ottawa their
readinegs to explore all avenues of consultation and co-operation, in a spirit of
shared responsibility, with the developing countries in key areas of international
economic relations. These developments augured well for the forthcoming talks at
Cancin. Moreover, the recently concluded United Nations Conference on New ai
Renewable Sources of Energy had adopted a number of measures for concerted
international action, the implementation of which involved specific attent'-n to
the least developed countries.

6. The Programme of Action to be decided by the present Conference would be a
major step towards the economic transformation of the least developed countries
that could help them break out of the vicious trap of poverty and deprivation.
Given determination and political vision, it was certainly possible to rendet
significant assistance to these countries,

7. Taking the chair upon his election as President of the Conference,

Mr. Jean-Pierre Cot, Minister for Co-operation and Development of France, said that
the Conference must have a successful outcome not only because of the obligation
placed on it by UNCTAD when it adopted resolution 122 (V) but also because of its
place in a series of international events which should lead to a change in
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international economic relations, Although many of the problems of the least
developed countries were shared by other developing countries, there was a clear
justification for giving those countries particular attention because of their
desperate plight and their inability to overcome it unaided. To single out a
special category of least developed countries was justified as long as it was
viewed in the over-all context of the development of the third world. In that
regard, he could not but admire the concern of the Group of 77 for the least
deveioped countries and the cohesion that it had displayed. The measures to be
agreed upon or sketched out by the Conference would be meaningful only if they were
integrated into an over-all development strategy. Therein lay the central task of
the Conference.

8. The problems of the least developed countries could not be solved in two
weeks, but each of them should feel that the SNPA would help their particular
situation. The setback to the Immediate Action Programme agreed upon in Manila and
the current world economic crisis pointed to the need for realism rathex than
rhetoric,

9. The Director-General of UNESCO delivered'an address of welcoimne to the

participants in which he expressed his confidence that the Conference would help to
forge solidarity in the international community.

IXI., Tribute to the memory of the President and
Prime Minister of Irxan

10. The Conference observed one minute's silence in tribute to the memory of
H.BE. Mohammad Ali Rajai, President of Iran, and H.E. Mohamad Javad Bahonar, Prime
Minister of Iran, who had died tragically on 31 August 1981,

IV. Statements by heads of State

11. The Conference was addressed by the President of Kenya, on behalf of the
Organization of African Unity, H. M. the King of Nepal, on behalf of the least
developed countries members of ESCAP and ECWA, the President of Cape Verde, on
behalf of the least developed countries of Africa, and the President of Rwanda.
Summaries of these statements appear in paragraphs 12~30 below.

12. H.E. Daniel Arap Moi, President of Kenya, speaking on behalf of the
Organization of African Unity, said that he expected that the Conference would
result in acceptable and practical solutions. The international community must
focus its attention on truly grave economic problems, recognizing that the destiny
of mankind was facing a critical challenge. A sclution to any single problem such
as inflation, illiteracy, indebtedness or worsening terms of trade was not
sufficient. International support measures must be comprehensive and well-balanced
and financial assistance continuous and assured. QAU would not be able to consider
the Conference a success unless firm pledges were made, with quantified targets,
supported by commitments and declared procedures for effective implementation. It
would be an anti-climax if the Conference were simply to produce more compromise
resolutions.

13. The Conference was expected to devise tangible support measures for the least
developed countries, embodying agreement on the nature and scale of requirements to
be provided and processed through whatever agencies were appointed to the task.
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14. Out of total aid requirements over a ten-year programme period of only

$133 billion, $81 billion would be neceded by the 21 least developed countries in
Africa. 'his amount, spread over a decade, compared very favourbly with current
global military expenditures, ectimated as in excess of $500 billion a year. ‘he
world should recognize that the gravest threat to international peace today was not
military aggression but the wilder impulses which sprang from hopeless poverty.

15, The question of the least developed countries must be seen as an important
aspect of the whole issue of more rapid and equitable world development. The
achievement of higher rates of balanced and diversified development, in all poor
countries, was a matter of enormous urgency. The clear recognition of this fact
throughout the third world had never been matched by any comparable perception
within the wider international community.

16. In Africa at present, 30 per ceut of all foreign exchange earnings, mostl&
resulting from exports of primary commodities, had to be allocated to oil imports,
another 20 per cent to food imports, and a further 10 per cent to the gervicing of
external debts. Sixty per cent of all foreign exchange earnings was thus required
for those three items. Unless gome corrective measures were now rapidly
undertaken. many of the least developed African economies must collapse. But there
were victually identical problems throughout all the developing regions of this
planet. fThe time had passed when advanced countries could hope to prop up shaky
structures by palliative measures designed to enhance their own self-interest. The
account had now been rendered for all the decades in which development of the third
world had been suppressed, through all the mechanics of manipulating commodity
prices, alongside a systematic soaring of costs applied to essential raw materials
or capital items. what was needed was active implementation of agreed programmes.,
The development of all nations could only be built upon foundations of mutual
interest. 1The current Conference could serve as the turning point in international
negotiations to deal with the basic problems of development.

17. His Majesty Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev, King of Nepal, speaking on behalf of
the nine least developed countries of Asia, said that while the majority of those
countries had been victims of colonialism, those that had remained independent had
suffered no less for want of contack due to their land-locked or sea=-locked
condition. All nine were struggling to preserve their identity while seeking to
improve the lives of their people.

18, One of the major constraints that the least developed countries faced in
common was the lack of basic infrastructure for development. While the land-locked
countries had to bear the burden of overland trade that in time of escalating oil
prices could prove like the last straw on a camcl's back, the poor economies of
island countries with strings of islets could hucdly afford their own system of
trans-shipment., As for the land-locked countries, with their rugged terrain of
mountains and high altitudes, building up infrastructure could be arduously
toilsome.

19, The tension and rivalry between the Powers and the super-~Powers was at times
too high and too portentious a reality to ignore. Destabilization or imbalances in
one form or sphere led to destabilization in another region or form and, in the
process, peace got dislocated. Socio-economic disturbances not only dislodged
peace but also disrupted development, Therefore the most important quest that the
least developed countries might like to make universal was peace and
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non-interference in both word and deed. They would also urge recognition of the
principles of equality and justice.

20, As to the fields of co-operation, it was good to bear in mind that almost all
countries represented had expressed concern about population explosion. Not only
did it bode i1l for the ecosystem of a country but also it could cause impediments
in the development of friendly or peaceful relations between nations. High

fertility was a by-product of underdevelopment, a problem that called for a human
solution.

21, Almost all the countries for which he spoke had gome key sectors which they
considered worthwhile to give priority over others. 1Indeed, they would have chogen
to build up their infrastructure with a view to developing the sector they
considered most vital. Often a lack of human and administrative infrastructure
proved to be a hurdle for which co-operation wag sought in the fields of technology
skill and management. Since knowledge of this kind constituted the basic wealth of
a nation, co-operation in this sphere was deaigable.

22. 'The presence of the poor and hungry was a challenge to all value systems, all
religions, all moral principles or political theories. It was a challenge to the
United Nations system and all its organs and agencies. But, above all, the
existence of destitution on such a cologsal scale was an insult to modern man, his
science and conscience, his ingenuity and technology, his dreams and his deeds.

23, OCould one really take pride in poverty? That was where he felt that there wag
a need for the international community to come forward to help the least developed
countries and to commit all its members to support the proposed Substantial New
programme of Action for the 1980s. That Programme carried with it the dreams and
hopes of the least developed countries and showed them the progspect of an oasis
dimly appearing on the horizon of an endless desert.

24, H.E. Aristedes Maria Pereira, President of Cape Verde, speaking on behalf of
the 21 leact developed countries of Africa, said that any measures aimed
specifically at the least developed countries mugt be part and parcel of efforts to
assigt the developing countries as a whole. Although there were gpecific
structural problems in the least developed countries, they chared with other
developing countries obstacles to their development that were internal as well as
external and were due to a superstructure of dominance. Although the least
developed countries had had a very poor record of growth and development, their
economic potential was substantial and required the help of the international
community to be fully exploited.

25, 'The main constraints on the development of the least developed countries had
already been identified and the human and financial resources must now be found to
implement the corresponding economic, social and cultural policies.

26. Referring to the Lagos Plan of action for the .mplementation of the Monrovia
strategy for the Economic Development of Africa 1/ and the financial requirements
for achieving a minimal growth of GDP of 6 per cent per annum, he said that an
estimated $133 billion in 1979 prices would have to be provided to the leagt

1/ See A/S-11/14, annex I.
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developed mountries during the decade. Of this gum, $52 billion could be raised
domastically, the rest - i.e. $8.1 billion per annum on average =~ must come from
the international cemmunity. Amengot the concrete measures that the Conference
must adopt, the most prescing ones should result in financing the oupply of deficit
food and energy products to the leact developed countries. Other measures should
permit the ro-scheduling and reduction of debts, additional financial and technical
asgistance for project preparation, as well ag commodity grants. Emphasis must be
put on the neced for least developed countries to impreve their administrative
capacity and management of regources. In parallel, the donor countries would have
to harmonize their aid modalitieo co as to make external resources more usable,
Regarding the follow-up to the Conference, he recommended a country-by-country
approach which would allow for the joint diccuosiens of needs and programmes,
leading to concrete pledging. In order to censure the full internal consistency of
the SNPA and monitor its implementation, a scystem of surveillance would have to be
established under the supervision of UNCTAD.

27. ‘he least developed countries of Africa viewed the work of the current
Conference in the wider framework of the struggle of the developing countries to
transform international relations. The definitive solution of the problem of the
development of the least developed countries depended essentially on the
dismantling of the apparatus of political and economic domination and the creation
of a climate of peace. The alternative to develeopment was instability and conflict
resulting therefrom.

28, H.E. Gencral Major Habvarimana Juvenal, Pregident of Rwanda, caid that the
conference was the culmination of an effort to build a new international economic
code of relations that would take into account the real needs of all countries.
The combination of a number of economic factors, domestic and international,
continued to undermine the development of the least developed countries. These
included commodity price fluctuations, world inflation, food shortages and chronic
balance-of-payments deficits. The lack of modern means of produetion meant that
the agricultural sector was unable to satisfy foed neceds, and the resulting
shortages forced the least developed countries to resort to increased imports.
Industrial development was limited by the smallness of domestic markets and a
limited purchasing power, and the problem of energy weighed heavily in the balance
of payments. He drew the attention of the international community to the special
gituation of the least developed countriec which were enclaves and without a
coastline, and stressed education and training as important factors in
development. The particular plight of land-locked least developed countries was
i{llustrated by the cace of Rwanda, which shared all of the other handicaps common
to least developed countries. The least developed countries should ensure
salf-gufficiency in their food supplies, which implied that domestic food
production must grow faster than the populaticn., To that end there must be much
greater investment in agriculture,

29. Furthermorc, as planning and prtoject preparation in most least developed
countries were embryonie, they should be assisted to improve their planning
infrastructure, whilst thankful for past development assistance, donors should be
less restrictive in resgpect of criteria for project celection. 1In particular,
principles of social accounting should be applied to projects, so that funds could
become available for overcoming the particularly burdensome handicaps of the
land-locked least developed countries. To increase their absorptive capacity,
local costs of project implementation should be financed wholly or partly through
external assistance, having regard to the £inancial constraints of the least
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developed countries, External assistance should be provided untied on a continuousn
basis and committed for no shorter pericd than that of the national plan.

30. Expressing gratitude for the cancellation of the past debts of least developed
countries, he called for the financing by aid partners of local costs,
balance-of~-payments support, stabilization of export earnings and more remunerative
prices of export commodities as constituting urgent objectives. Much more
technical asaistance must be provided to the least developed countries in
accordance with the recommendation of the Independent Commission on International
pavelopment Isgsues (Brandt Commisgion).

V. Messages from Heads of State or Government

31. At the 7th plenary meeting, on 4 September 1981, the Conference heard messages
from the Heads of State or Government of 2fghanistan, Bangladesh and China,

£

VI. Statement by the Secretary-~Gencral of the Conference

32. At the opening plenary meeting Mr. Gamanl Corea, Secretary-Ceneral of the
conference and Secretary-General of UNCTAD, called upon the Governments of all
countries ~ whether developed or developing, market-~economy or socialist -~ to
respond strongly to the needs and problems of the least developed countries by
adopting a programme of support that would not only contribute to reversing the
past negative developments and setbacks involving these countries but would also
help them to cope with their immediate crisis. The achicvement of the latter wag
neceasary for the realization of the longer=—-term objectives, while the main thruat
towards this end must come from these countries themselves, international support
was critical to the succesas of of their efforts.

33, He stated that the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s to be
adopted would gain in significance if there was at least a broad recognition of the
orders of magnitude of the gcale of international efforts needed. It was estimated
that these countries would together need an additicnal $8-9 billion a year on
average at constant prices over the 1980s, accruing through aid but also through
other means, such ag improved external earnings and terms of trade., In his report
to the Conference 2/ he had proposed that 0.15 per cent of the GNP of developed
countries should be devoted to concessional aid to these countries for the first
half of the 1980s, rising to 0.20 per cent during the second half. A further
yardstick would be that 30 per cent of all concessional aid would be allocated to
these countries,

34, In addition to recognizing the external resource needs, the SNPA should pay
gerious attention to the "aid modalities®, through such measures as the proviasion
of quick disbursing programme assistance, the financing of local and recurrent
costs of projects, the greater untying of aid, and the full implementation of an
agreement reached in UNCTAD in 1978 on debt relief measures., The programme of
support should also extend to such other important areas as trade and technical

2/ A/CONF.104/2 and Corr.l, and Add.l and Corr.l, and Add.2 and Corr.l, and
add.3 (to be issued as a United Nations Publication (A/CONF..04/2/Rev.l)).
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assistance, He also streased the potential offered to the least developed
countries by co-operation among the developing countries themselves in many key
areas,

35, He added that the least developed countries were part of the group of
developing countries as a whole. Thus, a programme in support of them was part of
a wider programme to help the development process and, indeed, the workings of the
international economy, although its launching need not await the golution of larger
issues.

36, The post~Conference arrangements should provide for periodic appraisals of
progress at both global and regional levels. Particularly important in the case of
the least developed countries, there would have to be follow up at the individual
country level in order to ensure that no country was neglected and that each
country could review its problems and achievements with its partners and receive,
where appropriate, specific pledges of support.

37. The scale of the effort called for in support of the necds of the 31 least
developed countries was manageable by any reckoning. There was much at stake,
there was a desperate need to be met, but at the same time there was also a
political opportunity te be grasped. Success at the Conference would improve the
atmosphere concerning relations between developed and developing countries and help
towards the success of some major events ané processes that would take place in the
weeks and months to come.

Vil. General debate (agenda item B)

38. 1In the course of the general debate, held from 3 to 10 September 1981, the
Conference heard statemente by four Heads of State, by the heads of delegation of
106 States, by observers for bodies participating in the Conference pursuant to
section II, paragraphs 4 (b) and 4 {¢), of General Assembly resolution 35/205 and
by representatives of the specialized agencies and other United Nations organs
participating pursuant to the same resolution. Statements were also made by the
Director-General for International Economic Co-operation and Development and other
genlor officials of the United Nations and by the executive heads or
reprasentatives of the regional commissions. Obsaervers for intergovernmental
bodies and non~governmental organizations participating in the Conference pursuant
to section II, paragraphs 4 (£f) and 4 (g) of the same General Assembly resolution,
algo made atatements. 3/

39. The general debate was opened by the Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-oparation who said that the suatained development of
least developed countries required a profound transformation of thelr economies
calling for massive investment over a considerable period. There was a strong
awareness among them of the need for the full mobilization of domestic resources,
but: the bulk of their needs had neceasarily to be met externally through aild and

3/ For a list of the speakers in the general debate, see annex IXII below.



trade. It was necessary to build a working consensus on the sharing of such
responaibilities among developed countries, taking into account their relative
capacities and specific characteristics, and concentrating on what needed to be
done for the least developed countries rather than on who owed what to whom. The
leaat developed countries were not insulated from the international economy, nor
could their problems be tackled in total isolation from the wider issues of
development. Any action which sought to remove structural imbalances and
inequities in international economic relationships would clearly assist the least
developed countries. Special measures for the least developed countries should be
supplementary to, and part of, an over-all programme for the developing world, and
their adoption should not detract from the importance of negotiations on other
development problems. But that did not mean that such special measures should
await an advance on broader issuea, The urgency of the problems of the least
developed world brooked no delay. Failure to move forward would augur badly for
the future of the development dialogue in general. The challenge to the Conference
was not simply to arcive at a consensus document but to move to practical action of
direct relevance to some 300 million people,

40, The United Nations system would have a continuing role in implementing the
conference decisions. At the national and regional levels, this would involve
contributing to national efforts) developing technical co-operation and promoting
programme co~ordinationy and helping to improve the capacity of countries to
undertake development planning. At the country level, arrangements for review and
follow up had to reflect specific national requirements and build on, and
supplement, existing arrangements. At the global level, United Nations
organizations could provide support for the review and appraisal exercise, which
was a governmental responsibility. However, the auccess of the efforts of the
organizations of the United Nations system wae critically dependent on initiatives
and follow up by Governments themselves within the governing bodies of thoge
organizations. It also depended on the political commitment of the international
community to channel additional resources through the United Nations system.

41. All apeakers in the general debate congratulated the President of the
Conference on his election by acclamation. They expressed gratitude to the host
country for the facilities it had placed at the disposal of the Conference and for
its hoaspitality. They also expressed appreclation to the Sccretary-General of the
United Nations and to the Secretary-~General of UNCTAD for the painstaking
preparations for the Conference involving all the agencies of the United Nations
syastem.

42. 'here were unanimous expressions of concern with, and sympathy for, the plight
of the least developed countries, which had been characterized during the past
decade by stagnation and even declines in per capita incomes in gome of them.
BEmphasis was placed by all delegationa on the magnitude of the challenge facing
these countriesa in attempting to reverse the past unacceptable trends in economic
growth and development, particularly in the context of the current unfavourable
international economic environment.

43, All delegations agreed on the timeliness of the Conference and viewed it as an
integral part of the necessary dialogue between the developing countries as a whole
and the developed countries. They also proclaimed their commitment to contribute
effectively to the work of the Conference and thereby the fulfilment to its mandate
of finalizing, adopting and supporting the Substantial New Programme of Action for
the 1980s for the least developed countries. They recognized the importance
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attached to the Oonference by the least developed countries, as reflected in the
oxtengive planning efforts that they had carried out at the country level as part
of the preparatory process for the Conference and in the unprecedentedly high level
of thair repregentation at the Conference.

44, 'The Conference was geen by all participants as an opportunity for partners in
development to get a better understanding of the gspecial situation of and problems
faced by the least developed countties. While those problems were not unique to
the least developed countrieg, they were particularly intractable in those
countries becauge of theilr structural handicaps. There was tharefore full
agreement that the least developed countries should be accorded favourable

treatment by the international community, adapted in each case to their specific
needs and circumstances.

45, Therce wag unanimous recognition that the least developed countries themselves
bore the main responsibility for the pace and nature of their development.
However, it wag likewise recognized that even the best poasible mobilization and
utilization of their domestic resources would not be cufficient to allow them to
achieve the level and type of investment needed to accelerate greatly thelr growth
and development. External support for their development cfforts wasc tharefore
viewed as an egsential complement to domestic meacures and policies. Indeed,
international support measures would have to pay due regard to the specifie
requirements and policy objectives of each country.

46. ‘fThere was alsc unanimous recognition of the ateps that the least developed
countriec were taking, or planned to introduce, to improve their economic
performance duzing the decade of the 1980s. It was reccgnized that external
agaistance wag particularly ncceasary to help relieve tho severe extetnal
congtraints on thelr development arising in part from their heavy dependence on
very few primary commodities, generally with unfavourable export prospects and
providing them with fluctuating and inadequate financial rogources. Hence the
dependence of thoase countries on external assiatance during the decade would have
to be increaced appreciably if they were to achiove thelr development objectives.

47. vProblems of dire poverty, ag exemplified by the least developed countrieg,

were considered by many representatives as being one of the most important
challenges facing mankind.

49. In carcying out its mandate the Conference was expected to agcertain, on the
one hand, what the least developed countrics themselves intended doing during the
1980s in order to achieve structural change and the satisfaction of the bagic needs
of their populations and, on the other hand, what support the internatienal
comnunity could provide to help them embark on the path of gself-sustained growth,
The Substantial New Programme of Action should therefore reflect a dynamic balance
between domestic measures and international support in a spirit of new=found
solidarity.

49. The spokesman for the Group of 77 pointed out that the unacceptable poverty
and misery in developing countries, including in particular the least developed
countries, was the result of an historical process marked by the absence of human
solidarity. While 200 years had passed between the French Revolution and the
proclamation of the New Internatienal Economic Order, it was not possible to wait
so long again for the latter to be put into effect. Underdevelopment was the price
paid by the developing countries, the majority, to an dlite group of nations which
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6till avoided embarking en the dialogue with the third world that was justly
demanded. The recent gummit meeting ot Ottawa and the forthcoming Summit mecting
at Cancdn, which were intended to work out agreed positions with a view to the
resumption o¢f the North=South dialegue, were looked upon with optimiom, However,
although the Ottawa declaration had positive features as regardoc co-operation for
the development of the least developed countries, it was not explieit enough and
wag difficult to reconcile with the repeated ptatemento of developed countries that
the pregrammes of all international assictance and support agencies must maintain
zero growth rates, Should there be zero growth rates in assistanees, there would
inevitably be still leco growth in tho develeping countries, pacrticularly in the
least developed. 1In view of the interdependence of the international economy, the
wotgening of the problems of the developing countries would elearly have adverse
affectos on tha economicn of the developed countries. Any decline in the purchasing
power of the least developed countriec would further lower their already severely
constrained imports from the developed countries and accentuate the econemic
recesaion in thooo countries.

50, He noted that the target of 0.7 per cent of GHP for official development
asoiotance had boon met by only a fow developed countrics. Referring to the Ottawa
declaration, he stated that if it were to be viewed with optimism, then it must
lead to a gsubstantial increase in ODA from the eountries that had subscribed to

it. while aid was not the panacea for all the problems of the developing
countries, it wag extremely important and noccegsary, cspeeially in present world
economic conditions of falling prices and gpeculation in raw materials exported by
developing countries and of protectionist barriers of various kinds that were being
erected against the manufactured and other exports of the developing countries,
vhat wags uxtremely alarming was the fact that per copita assistance flows on
concessional terms to the least developed countries were gtagnating and in gome
cages even declining. From the ecountry presentations gubmitted te the review
mectings, it could be estimated that the minimum total asscistance reguiremonts to
implement the plans and programmes of the 31 lcagt developed countries for the
entire decade of the 19800 were gsome $134 billion in 1980 prices. For the period

1981-1985 this would represent a level of aid searecly double in recal terms that
of 1979,

51. He aloo expressed the view, shared by the repregentativeg of several developed
market~economy countrics, that the terms and eonditions of aid and its modalities
needed to be reviewed in certain eases go that the grant clement could be
increagsed, more loenl and recurrent cost financing undertaken and procedureg
improved.,

52, The spokesman for the Group of 77 further stated that urgent comnitments by
the developed countries were required to meet the immediate action component of the
Subctantial New Programme of Action. Unless further substantial funds weore
allocated for this purpose, the outecome of the Substantial New Programme of action
would be jeopardized. He drew attentlon to the disappointment, necessity and
realism that had led the developing countries to geek other ways to improve their
economies, ‘That was how the idea had arisen of South=South co-operation, most
recently exressed in the Arusha Programme for Collective Self=-Reliance. The lack
of political will and the intransigent attitude of the devcloped nations in
particular at the special sescion of the General Assembly on global negotiations
had brought home the urgent nced to activate the South-South dialogue and te
introduce a system that would allow full development of economic co-operation among
developing countries. The out v of this concern wag the Programme of Action of
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the Group of 77 recently adopted by the High Level Conference on Economic
Co=gcperation among Developing Countries at Caraecas, Venczuela, from 13 to

19 May 1981, 4/ ‘hat Programme of Action wac ambitiecus but not illusory.

Naturally enough, it made opecial reoferencce to the situation of the least developed
countrieg, stating that all developing countries cheuld be in a position to benefit
equitably from a practical cvidence of solidarity. In this regard, it also stated
that special attention should be paid to countries in greater need, particularly
the least developed countries, so that they could effeetively participate in and
benefit from programmes of cconomic co-operation among developing countries in all
fields of auch co-operation. The Programmo of Action further stated that the
succeas of the present Conference wao thercfore of particular importance to the
Group of 77,

53, He elaborated on the various provisioens centained in the Group of 77's draft
substantial New Programme of Action (A/CONF.104/L.2) relating to supportive
measures, particularly those eoencerning the stabilization of expert earnings, which
had declined drastically, and to access to marketso. The import difficulties of the
least developed countries had becn compounded by the fagt that 70 per cent of their
export earnings had te be devoted to imports of food and energy. One of the most
positive and viable ways of achieving the objective of strengthening the economies
of the least developed countries would be the introduction of a global system of
trade preaferences among developing countries. However, he cegretted that the
developed countries were trying to cut down on the support which they could and
should give UNCTAD in this field.

54, He suggeated that the egtablishment of arrangements for the implementation,
follow-up and monitoring of the Substantial New Programme of Action at the
rational, regional and international levels should be one of the main results of
the onference, The effectiveness of these arrangemants would be one of the
vardsticks of the succeas of the Conference. They chould provide the menbers of
the international community with reqular opportunities to manifest in tangible ways
their individual and collzctive commitment to gupport and roview the development
efforts of the least dzveloped countrioes.

55. fThe repregentatives of a number of developing eountrics deseribed their
courtriea' offorts in econemic and technieal co-eperation with the lecast developed
countries and expressed their intention te continuc to play an active part. In
this regard a number of reprosentatives referred to concrete measures their
countries had so far undertaken, while others deelared their intention of offering
technical assistance.

56. The representatives of several developing countries, ingluding these of the
least developcd countries, underlired the importance of an ovor-all upgrading of
human resourcea in the least developed countrios and supported an integrated
approach to thic effect by all countries and international agencics concerned. The
representatives of some developing countries strongly cxpressed the view that
concern for the least developed countries ghould not ebscure tho neceds of the
developing countriea as a whole.

4/ For the report of the High Level Conference cee A/36/333 and Corr.l,
annex.



57. 'he representative of onc develeping country pointed to the relationehip
between the Substantial New Programme of Action and the weaknesses of least
developed countrieo in communication and information. He uxged that UNESCO's
recommendation for people to be educated concerning their countries' development
objectives and the pregservation of their cultural identity should be followed.
Gtructural reform for achieving authantie development was required.

58. To offaet inflation thot was affecting all developing countries, and the least
developed eountries in particular, reference was made to the cstablishment of an
international fund which hod beeome patt of OPEC's gkrategy. Industrialized

countries were invited to join the oil-producing countries in the establishment and
operation of the fund.

59, fThe repregentatives of least daveloped countries emphasized hew urgent and
vital it wags for their countries to reeceive a substantially larger volume of
external assistance. Without it, the Substantial New Programme of Action eould not
be implemented, sinee it formed the very erux of the programme. Without massive
investment, structural changes would not be carried out and, hence, the trade gap
of the least developed countrics would not be narrowed appreciably. In viow of the
low income levels and lack of capital assets in the least daveloped countries,
domestic regource mobilization in the next 10 years, even if vigerougly pursued,
would not suffice, and without gubstantial external acsistance the Substantial New
Programma of Action could not be implemented. fThis was particularly so because of
the outflow of resources from least developed countries as the result of worsening
terms of trade, debt servicing and imported inflatien. 'Thegse detoriorating termo
of trade, due to the constaant deeclinc in the earnings i:om primary exports againot
the rising cost of essential manufactuces and capital - .0ds, had created an
extremely critical situation. Thry otresced that the .itical situation in their
countries called for immediate assigtance. ‘'The three amportant areas of concern
which required immediate support wores ocubotantial foed defieits, resulting in
high import billsy the eritical cncrgy situation, as well as the soaring inflatio=
which had led te ehronie balance-of=payments deficitos and the mounting cost of
debt servicing.

60. It was recalled that in adepting the International Development Strategy the
international community had agreed to double the aid flow te least developed
countries irmediately and take a £irm decision on tripling and quadrupling it by
1984 and 1990, respectively, in real terms, Least developed ceuntries at precent
received less than 17 per cent of official dovelepment assistanee and, were that
figure to be 30 per cent, it would be the equivalent of merely 0.2 por cent of the
gross national product of tho rich developed countrieas,

6l., It wao noted that with such preecdents the Conference could not be eongidercd
a succens unless aid targets were quantified and time-bound. fThey should be
supported by commitments and procedures that would engure their effeetive
implementation. In the view of the least developed eountrics, the external
assistance to which the developed countriec should commit themselves must Fe made
available on a predictable, continuous and agsured basis. Only in this manner
would the least developed countrics bo able te integratoe the inflow of external
assiastance with their domestic resources, arrive at internally consistent and
balanced scctoral plans and not be compelled te halt projeet implementation when
there wete unexpected chortfalls in export carninga.
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62. The commitments and targets that the least developed countries urged the
developed countries to adopt in the context of the Substantial New Programme of
Action were not unrealistic. Nor were they beyond the means of the rich
countries. ‘'The investment objectives the least developed countries set for
themselves in their country programmes were likewise realistic, based on a careful
I"lend cf development policies and socio-economic strategies. They took full
account of the least developed countries' domestic capabilities in resource
management and their capacities to make efficient use of the expected large:
inflows of external assistance. The domestic rescurce mobilization effort
envisaged by the least developed countries was actually twice the increase expected
in external resources. This reflected the increased efforts that these countries
were willing to undertake to contribute to the solution of their own problems.
Therefore, the least developed countries' absorptive capacities should cease to be
a constr~int to their development If the assistance they asked from rich developed
countries were forthcoming in the desired volume, quality and timing.

63. In the context of absorptive capacity, it was essential that adequate aid
should be supplied in the form of food aid and the means to increase imports of
developuient goods. The present inability to import the irreducible minimum was
having adverse consequences such as low capacity utilization in industry due to
lack of spare and raw materials. Important social programmes were also seriously
jeopardized.

64. While donor countries were urged to increase substantially their resource
transfers to the least developed countries, it was extremely important that
multilateral organizations should have a more sympathetiz attit._de as well in
meeting the financial and technical assistance needs of these countries. A
significant part of total assistance flows was obtained through such agencies and
therefore it was essential that they be urged to devote a large proportion of their
resources to the least developed :ountries,

65, 'The representatives of some least developed countries considered that disaster
relief aid should not be counted in total financial assistance as it was given to
rehabilitate and reconstruct the economy ond restore it to the level previous to a
natural disaster, i.e. the disaster relief was not used for short or long-term
structural changes within the aim of the Substantial New Pregramme of aAction.

66. The representatives of some least developed countries expressed their concern
with regard to the suspension of aid to their countries by some donor countries and
international financial institutions and urged them to reconsider their position.

67. The representatives of least developed countries stated that an improvement in
the quality and an increase in the volume of aid was crucial to the implementation
of the Substantial New Programme of Action. Aapart from an increase in grants and
concessional loans, more flexible and simplified procedures and improved
administration and management of aid were necessary. The representatives of some
least developed countries also pointed out that actual needs, rather than the

per_capita concept, should be the criterion used for the provision and allocation
of aid.

68. The representatives of several least develope countries called for

Stabex~-type compensatory arrangements to be extended to all such countries and for
the Common Fund for Commodities and its Hecond Account to be made operational.
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69. It was stated by many delegations, particularly those of developing countries,
that UNCTAD should be the focal point for global monitoring of the implementation
of the Substantial New Programme of Action. The representatives of developing
countries proposed that the monitoring function should be carried out through a
distinct intergovernmental mechanism, starting soon after the Conference, and that
there should be a mid-decade review at a United Nations Conference to be convened
for this purpose. They said that the UNCTAD Intergovernmental Group on the Least
Developed Countries should act as a preparatory body for these global reviews.

70, The representative of China stated that the developed countries should provide
least developed countries with economic and technical assistance on concessional
terms. International economic and technical exchanges on the basis of equality,
mutual benefit, equity and fair treatment would not only be beneficial to the third
world countries but would also be helpful to the developed countries in their
effort to overcome their economic difficulties. They would also help boost the
world economy, stabilize the international situation and defend worlé peace.

71. He added that it would be an arduous, long-term task to establish the New
International Economic Order. However, so long as the North adopted a sensible
attitude and took into full consideration the just positions of the South, it would
be possible to establish gradually fair international economic relationship on the
basis of a North-South dialogue. BEconomic co-operation among developing countries

and technical co-operation among developing countries would make valuable
contributions to this cause,

72, ¢China advocated peaceful co-existence and equal treatment among peoples of
various countries and was resolutely opposed to the practice in international
relations of the strong bullying the weak and seeking hegemony.

73. China w still fairly backward in its economy, yet as a developing socialist

country it h. .t providing modest economic and technical assistance within its
capabilities ciendly countries of the third world, including least developed
countries, in light of its Eight Principles governing aid to other countries.

China strictly aspected the sovereignty of the recipient countries, and the loans
it extended wer. interest-free. Should a recipient country £and it difficult to
repay a lecan when the repayment was due, China would agree to extend the time~limit
and wculd on no account press for the repayment. That was mutual assistance on an
equal footing among poor friends, aimed at promoting each other's self-reliance
capabilities and independent development. At present, 25 of the 31 least developed
countries had good relations of economic and technical co-operation with China.
With the progress of its modernization programme,' China would be able to make
greater contributions to the economic growth of least developed countries and other
friendly third world countries.

74. Reresentatives of developed market-economy countries, while welcoming the
convening of the Conference on this vital subject, recalled that their countries
had for many years been taking special steps in a number of different fields to
take account of the particular needs of the least developed countries. The
interest of the proposed Substantial New Programme of Action lay in the opportunity
it provided for a constructive combination of internal policies and external
measures in which both elements could be adapted to the real needs of the
populations of the least developed countries. The tragic situation of those
countries was a problem which concerned the international community as a whole, and
representatives of many developed market-economy countries expressed keen regret
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that the socialist countries had so far taken measures which bore no relation
either to their own potential or to the size of the needs of the least developed
countries. They also expressed the hope that developing countries in a position to
do so would also take measures to support the Substantial New Programme of Action.
Although the economic climate was unfavourablc for many countries, that was no
reason for delaying the action required.

75. Representatives of several developed markot-economy countries drew attention
to the fact that the situations of individual least developed countries were highly
diversified and required specific, rather than global, action. They alse pointed
out that many serious problems were aleo shared by countries not cn the list of
least developed countries. In this context, a few representatives drew attention
to the regional emphasis of their aid programmes. A few representatives of the
developed market~economy countries also underlined the importance of keeping the
list under review to ensure that it corresponded to realities,

76. What the least developed countries had in common was a fundamental deficiency
in physical infrastructure, in skilled manpower and in administrative and
managerial capabilities. Representatives of several developed market-economy
countries drew attention to the role of inappropriate domestic policies as a
partial cause of the low level of development of the least developed countries.
Among the factors inhibiting development, several mentioned insufficient attention
to the mobilization and utilization of national and domestic financial resources
and to the development of human resources, as well as inappropriate exchange rate
and other policies that tended to over-protect industry and hold back agriculture,
In their view, internal policy reform and improved management by least developed
countries were essential elements without which concessional aid would be
ineffective in promoting development. The importance of correct priorities in food
and agriculture, small-scale industry, population policies, health, nutrition,
education and energy development in least developed countries was also underlined.
Some representatives stated that environmental changes had had direct and serious
effects on the development efforts of the least developed countries. They also
drew attention to the difficulties caused for many of these countries by natural
disasters and the influx of refugees from neighbouring countries.

77. Representatives of developed market-economy countries pointed out that the
members of the Development Assistance Committee of OECD had expanded their official
development assistance to the least developed countries by an annual average rate
of 7 per cent in real terms during the last five years, as compared to 3 per cent
for offical development assistance to all developing countries. That aid was
equivalent in 1979 to almost half of the gross investment in these countries.
Several countries reaffirmed their commitment to the over-all target of

0.7 per cent of gross national product for official development assistance to
developing countries. Representatives of many of these countries indicated that
the greatest part, and in many cases the totality, of their aid to least developed
countries was in the form of grants or loans on highly concessional terms. Many
representatives expressed the readiness of their countries to be more flexible in
the modalities of aid to least developed countries.

78. Representatives of developed market-economy countries explained the
preferential treatment their countries were already granting, or during the
Conference had agreed to grant, to the exports of the least developed countries,
notably through the generalized system of preferences (GSP). Many of them
expregsed the willingness of their countries to support the expansion of the
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exports of least developed countries, in particular through measures of trade
promotion and preferential access to their markets - the latter including duty-free
entry and the abolition of ceilings and other non-trade barriers., Some of these
representatives also indicated their countries' willingness to consider schemes for
stabilizing the export earnings of the least developed countries and their support
for commodity agreements such as the Agreement Establishing the Common Fund for
Commodities,

79. 1In relation to the specific measures to be taken in favour of the least
developed countries, representatives of a number of developed market-economy
countries stressed the importance of basing development action on local initiative
wherever possible. A number of them referred tc the importance of paying proper
attention to the role of women in the development process. Some in particular
emphasized the importance of mobilizing human resources and improving social
conditions. The role of non-governmnetal organizations in implementing development
activities was also stressed. Other measures mentioned by various representatives
of developed market~economy countries as being of particular importance included
food gecurity and effective follow-up to the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy.

80. The new and additional measures by developed market-economy countries in
favour of least developed countries announced at the Conference included the
following: (a) new contributions to the UNDP Special Measures Fund for Least
beveloped Countries (Denmark: DKr 15 million, or approximately $2 milliony

Norways NKr 15 million, or approximately $2.5 millions Sweden: SKr 45 million, or
approximately 39 million over three yearsg) or tec UNDP, including the Special
Measures Fund (Finland: 14 per cent increase); (b) new contributions to the United
Nations Capital Development Fund (Norwayt NKr 25 million, or approximately

$4 milliony Finlands a near~doubling of its present contribution)j (c) additional
funds for least developed countries in general (Australias $A 1 million in
multilateral funds; Austria: $2 million in bilateral or multilateral grants) or in
particular areas (Canada: $25 million to Sahel countries)j) (d) new approaches to
certain sectors of importance to least developed countries (Canada: major
programme of energy research and establishment of a gpecial institution for eneryy
asgigstancey Finland: a doubling of its contribution to IFAD; Netherlands: special
sub~-procgramme to help developing countries attain food security; United Kingdom:
new initiatives in agriculture, population, water and energy)j or to particular aid
channels (Canada: funding of a special meeting between non-governmental
organizations and their least developed country counterparts)y (e) increases in
over-all official development assistance (France: intention of reaching

0.7 per cent of gross national product to independent developing countries in 19838
at the latestj Norway:s intention of reaching 1.3 per cent of gross national
product by 1985)3 (f) allocation of 0.1l5 per cent of gross national product to
least developed countries (Belgium and France by 1985, Ireland and Italy by 1990);
(g) changes in commercial policies (Canada: improvement to generalized system of
preferences scheme and other measures).

8l., Regarding follow~-up to the Conference itself, the developed market-~economy
countries felt that existing arrangements (such as those operated by the World
Bank, UNDP or the Club du Sahel) should form the basis for review and
implementation at the country level, while UNCTAD was seen as having a focal role
at the global level, in close consultation and co-operation with all relevant
organs and bodies of the United Nations system.
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82. 'The representatives of gocialist countries 5/ stressed that the specific
probiems of the least developed countries were an integral part of the general
problem of developing countries., It wae therefore evident that the quest for
solutions to the particularly difficult economic situation of the least developed
countries was a part of the task of restructuring international economic relations
on a democratic and just basis.

83. In their view, the present world situation once again confirmed that the
prospects for international economic co~operation and the advancement of developing
countries, including “b~ least dsveloped countries, along the path of social and
economic development depended on progress made in strengthening worléd peace and
security, implementing effective measures of real disarmament and normalizing
international relations on the basis of the principles of peaceful coexistence
between States having different social systems.

84. They stated that their countries had done their best to curb the arms race, to
diminish tension, and to preserve and widen détente., In that connexion the
representative of the USSR stated that it was for these purposes that the

26th Oongress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union had put forward a new set
of specific peace initiatives known as the Peace Programme for the 1980s. That
Programne was widely supported by the peoples and governments of many States.

85. ‘'hey considered that the most important prerequisite for overcoming the least
developed countries! economic backwardness was radical progressive gocial and
economic transformation, including the introduction or improvement of economic and
social planning, the development of the public and co-operative sectors of the
national economy, democratic land reforms, the active mobilization of domestic
resources for development, taking into account the interests of the working peoplae,
the creation of progressive social infrastructures, full national sovereignty over
their natural resources, and the restraint and control of the activities of
tranonational corporations. The approach of socialist countries to the solution of
the problems of economic and social development of the least developed countries
had been set out at UNCTAD V. 6/

86, In their view, external aid could play an important complementary role,
provided that the sovereignty and discretionary powers of the recipient country
were respected in conformity with the Charter of BEconomic Rights and Duties of
States., They shared the view that international efforts could only be effective
when based on the national development programmes of the least developed countries,

5/ For the purpcses of this report, the expression "socialist countries™
refers to Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Czechoslovakia, the
German Democratic Republie, Hungary, Poland, the Ukranian Soviet Socialist Republic
and the Soviet Union.

6/ See TD/264 and Corr.l, reproduced in Proceedings of the United Nations
onference on Trade and Development, Fifth Session, vol. I - Report and Annexes
{United Nations publication, Sales No. E.79,I1I.D.l4), annex VII, H.
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87. They stated that the volume of the economic and technical co-operation of
their countries with the least developed countries had been growing steadily and
that socialist countries assisted the least developed countries in expanding their
industrial, scientific and technical potentials, developing the agricultural sector
and increasing food production, establishing national education gystems, training
national personnel as well as increasing employment. Under the agreements in force
between the USSR and the least developed countries on economic and technical
assistance 427 projects were in hand, 200 of which were already finished and in
operation. Some 200,000 nationals of the least developed countries had completed
their studies at ingtitutions of higher education or had undertaken skilled
workers' training or further training courses with the assistance of socialist
countries.

88, Trade relations with the least developed countries, which were being conducted
mostly on the basis of long-term trade agreements, were developing in a dynamic
way. ‘Thus, during the past decade (1971-1980) the trade turnover of the USSR with
the least developed countries had increased five-fold. Estimates indicated that
the average annual growth rates of the trade turnover of the USSR with the least
developed countries as a whole could be at least 8-9 per cent during the period up
to 1990, The volume of economic and technical co-operation between the USSR and
the leagst developed countries had increased 1.8 times during the past five years,
and during 1981-1985 would increase more than twofold and would continue to
increase approximately at the same rate until 1990. Socialist countries would
continue to assist the least developed countries in expanding their export
earnings. They understood the real difficulties of many land-locked and island
least developed countrices and were ready to take these difficulties into account in
the future within the framework of bilateral trade and economic co~operation,
Socialist countries also rendered to the least developed countries long-term public
loans on concessional terms. As for the Soviet Union, the total sum of these loans
had increased threefold from 1971 to 1980, and now amounted to billions of roubleas.
The representative of the USSR referred to document A/CONF.104/17, submitted by his
delegation, on "The major results of and the future trends in co-operation between
the USSR and the least developed ccocuntries in the commercial, economic, sclentific
and technical fields".

89. 'The representatives of gsocialist countries stressed the fact that at present
there existed in the world not only two socio-economic systems, but two
fundamentally different bases of economic relations with the developing countries,
Relations maintained by the socialist States with the developing countries,
including the least developed countries, were fundamentally different in nature,
objectives, forms and methods from those maintained with them by capitalist
industrialized countries. For that reason, too, any recommendations of the
conference should not be formulated by mechanically extending schemes and
provisions typical for the capitalist economic system to the relations between
least developed countries and socialist countries,

80, They stressed that their countries would continue to chape their multifaceted
co-operation and solidarity with the least developed countries according to the
principles which corcresponded to their socio-economic order and met the legitimate
interests of the partners concerned.
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9l. As for the follow-up to the Conference, the representatives of socialist
countries expressed the view that all the potential and the means at the disposal
of the United Nations system should be harnessed and that tlie co~ordinating role of
URCTAD, within its field of competence, should be preserved. It should bes possible
for the existing United Nations agencies and bodies to perform the taskas agreed by
the Conference in an effective and co-ordinated mannex,

VIII. Consideration of the reports of the individual country
review meetings (agenda item 9)

92, This item was considered in Committee IX. 7/ At the 1l9th (closing) plenary
meeting of the Conference, on l4 September 1981, the President submitted a draft
resolution on the subject (A/CONF,104/L.16) which had been approved by the General
Committee on the basis of a text (A/CONF.104/L.13) submitted by the Chairman of
Committee II,

Action by the Conference

93. At the sama meeting, tha Conference adopted without dissent the draft
rezolution submitted by the President. 8/

IX. Pinalization and adeption of the Substantial New Programme
of Action for the 19808 for the least developed countries

(agenda item L0)

94, At the 19th (closing) plenary meeting, on 14 September 198L, the Chairmen of
Comnmittees I and II reported on the work of their respective Committees (gee part
three, sect. ¥, below).

95, At the asame meating, the President introduced the text of the Substantial New

Programme of Action as approved by the General Committee 8/ on the basis of the
texts submitted to it by Committees I and IX.

Action by the Conference

96, At the same (l9th) nmeeting, on 14 September 1981, the Conference adopted the
Substantial New Programme of Action for the 19808 for the Least Developed
Countries, as proposed by the Preasident, by acclamation. 10/

1/ Por the report on the work of Committee XI, see part three, sect. F,
below.

8/ For the text of the resolution, see annex I below.
9/ A/CONF.104/L.4) 5; 73 11j 12 and Corr.l; 15; 17-19; 20 and Corr.lp 21-29.
10/ For the text of the Substantial New Programme of Action, see part one

ahove, maect. A.
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97. Upon the adoption of the Substantial New Programme of Action statements were
made by a number of delegationsc and by the Secretary-General of the Conference,
These are reported in part one above (gect. ).

. Cloging statement by the President of the Conferencg

98. In a closing statement, the President observed that the Paris Cenference
conatituted a major step forward in the recognition of the problems of the most
underprivileged of the developing countries. It had resulted in the acceptance of
solemn undertakings to these countries by the international community, unanimously
and without reservation, and had recommended the establishment of follow-up
machinery which would guarantee that their concerns were not forgotten. The least
developed countries had had an opportunity to express their concerns in very
ppecific terms, to pregent to the Conference the nakional programmes they had
prepared, and to spell out their needs for f£inance.

99, The Group of 77 had affirmed its solidariéy by endoxraing the concerns of the
least developed countries and had clearly demonctrated that the difference between
the particularly difficult situation of those countries and the situation of
developing countries in general was one not of kind but of degree.

100, The donor countries had demonstrated their political will to act jointly in
accepting specific commitments. The very many international oxganizationsg, both
within and outside the United Nations gystem, which had taken part in the
Conference had shown that they had recognized the specific nature of the problems
of the least developed countries,

101, As a result of this recognition of the problems by participanta, Governments
and gsenior officials of international organizations should become more regponaive
to development problems in general and to those of the least developed countries in
pacticular. The response thus obtained should make it posgible to introduce into
North-South relations what could be described as a "“least-~developed-nations"
clause, by which developed countries would grant the least developed countries not

only all the advantages they had accorded to other countries, but also the right to
special concessions as well.

102. The Substantial New Programme of Action was remarkable for the gpecific and
operational nature of the commitments assumed. Transcending all differences in
economic systems, it endeavoured to provide a clearly articulated response to the
problems encountered in the economic and social reality of the developing world.

103. The whole Programme reflected a determination to take realistic measures or to
make realistic groaposals. The subtarget of 0.15 per cent, or the alternative
target of doubling CDA, reflected that same concern. He noted that a number of
countries and groups of countries had already committed themselves to this

0.15 per cent target which, according to the Programme, should be accepted by the
majority of countries within the decade.

104. thile they might seem medest when compared with the extent of requirements or

with sone of the proposals made, the new commitments assumed, the first for a long

time, were a step in the right direction of defining new quantified objectives, and
an advance towards an essential increase in ODA. Commitments had also been assumed
gspontaneously and unilaterally by a number of countries or organizations.
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105, He noted that several countries had made a point of reaffirming their general
commitment to the 0.7 per cent target for ODA or had assumed particular commitments
to the least developed countries. He also noted that UNDP in ito third programming
cycle wags to devote 37 per cent of its resources to the least developed countries,
The OPEC Fund had invited the least developed countries to resort to it fer finance
and EBC had announced that the least developed countries were to receive

56 per cent of the credits from the European Development Fund,

106, He added that lightweight but efficient follow=-up machinery would be an
extremely valuable tool for the lecact developed countries. That was true both of
the follow~-up machinery at the national level and of that to be established at the
regional and global levels, in which UNCTAD would play its focal role. From the
political atandpoint, the follow-up machinery should provide the least developed
countries with a guarantee that their specific concerns would not be overlooked and
that fulfilment of the commitments agsumed would be monitored.,

107, It was obvious that the Conference's contribution to the solution of the
problems of the least developed countries would not resolve the immensce
difficulties and would not end the cconomic and social Qistress, in come cases very
deep~rooted, of the 31 leact developed countrics. Yet at least the Conference
would have shown that it was pogsible in a opirit of co-operation to devige
guidelines and measures for taking a first ctep and for makisg a further move
forward.

1e8, On the long and difficult road of the North-South dialogue, when cone were
beginning to lose hope, the Conference provided evidence, over and above its
concerns for the problems of the least developed countries, of a apecific awaronecas
of the challenge presented by underdevelopment and of the political will to make
progress towards a new, nmore just and more equitable international economic order,
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Part three

ORGANIZATIONAL, ADMINISTRATIVE AND RELATED MATTERS

A. Opening of the Conference (agenda item 1)

1. The United Nations Conferance on the Leact Developed Countrles was opened by
the Secretary~General of the United Nationa az UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, on
1 september 1981, 1/

B. Election of the President (agenda item 2)

2, At its lst plenary meeting, on 1 September 1981, the Conference elected as
President by acclamation Mr. Jean-Pierre Cot, Minister for Co-operaticn and
Developmant of France.

4

C. Adoption of the rules of procedure (agenda item 3)

3, At itas lst plenary meeting, on 1 September 1981, the Conference adopted as ita
rules of procedure the provisional rules of procedure contained in document
A/CONF.104/11 that had baen drawn up by the Preparatory Committee at its third
gaasion (sea A/CONF.104/16) .

D. Report of the Chairman of the Consultation among Senior Officials

4. At the lst plenary meeting, on 1 September 1981, the Chairman of the
Preparatory Committee, in his capacity as Chairman of the Consultation among Senior
Officials that had taken place in Paris on 27 and 28 August 1981, introduced his
report on the consultations (A/CONF.104/13), containing recommendations on the
procedural, organizational and administrative matters relating to the Conference.
The Conference accepted the recommendatimng contained therein.

E. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work (agenda item 4)

5. At its lst plenary meeting, on 1 September 1981, the Conference adopted as its
agenda the provisional agenda approved by the Preparatory Committee at its third
session (A/CONF.104/1), with the proviso that item 8 should read "General debate"
and on the understanding that the immediate requirements of the least developed
countries would be discussed in Committee I, specifically in the context of agenda
item 10.

6. The agenda of the Conference was thus as follows (A/CONF.Ll04/15) ¢
l. Opening of the Conference.

2. Election of the Pregident.

l/ For a summary of this statement see part two, above, sect. II.



3, Adoption of the rules of procedure.
4. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
5., Establishment of sessional bodies.
6. Election of officers other than the President.
7. Credentials of representatives to the Conferencet
(a) Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committeey
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee.
8. General ‘abate.
9. Oonsideration of the reports of the individual country review meetings.

10, rinalization and adoption of the Substantial New Programme of Mtion for
the 19808 for the least developed countriess

(a) Objectives, priorities and policies at the national levels
{(b) International support mecasuress
(1) Transfer of resourcess

-« policies for increasing flows to the least developed
countriesy

~ Aid modalitiesy
{ii) Technical co~operation}
(411) other international economic policy measuresy
(¢) Arrangements for implementation and follow-up at thes
(1) National levely
(ii) Regiocnal levely
(141)  International level.
1l. Other business.
12, »Adoption of the report of the Conference,
7. At the same meeting the Conference adopted the tentative time-table and other
suggestiona for the organization of work proposed by the Senior Officials

(A/CONF,104/50/Misc,l, annex IX). It also agreed to the allocation of agenda items
between the plenary and the two main Committees recommended by the Preparatory



Committee 2/ and endorsed by the Senior Officials, subject to the provise referred
to in paragraph 5 above.

8. The allocation of agenda items was thus as followss 3/
Committee I

Item 10. Pinalization and adoption of the Sunstantial New Programe of Action
for the 19808 for the lecast developed countrieos

(a) Objectives, priorities and policies at the national levelj
(b) International support measuregt
(i) Tranafer of resourcess

= Policies for increasing flows to the least developed
countriesgy

~ Ald modalitiens
(1i} Technical co-operations
(iii) Other international ecconomic policy measures.
Committee II

Item 9, Consideration of the reports of the individual country review
meetings,

Item 10. PFinalization and adoption of the gubgtantial New Programme of Actien
for the 19808 for the least developed countriest

(¢} Accangements for implementation and follow up at thes
(i) National levelj
{ii) Regional levely
(1iil) International level,

9., Al)l other items would be considered in plenary.

F. Establishment of seasional bodies (agenda item 5)

10. In accordance with rule 43 of the rules of proceudre, the Conference
established two main Committees, to which it allocated the congsideration of agenda
items 9 and 10.

2/ See Official Records of the General Asgembly, ‘Thirty-sixth Session,
Supplement No. 45 (A/36/45), annex III, appendix.

3/ See sect. F below for the establishment of sessional hodies.
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1. Report on the work of Comnittee 1

1l. At the closing plenary meoting of the Confrence, on 14 Scptember 1981,

Mr. J. Brito (Cape Verde), Chairman of Committee I, reported on the Committee's
congideration of the items agsigned to it, namely, 10 (a) and (b), which had
entailed congideration of chapters I and IX of the Substantial New Programme of
Action,

12, The Committec had held four meetingo, at the firgt of which it had elected
Mr. G. Shortliffe (Canada) ag its Vice-Chairman.

13. At 1ts 2nd meeting, on 3 September 1981, Comnittee I had established an
infurmal working group to examine itemo 10 (a) and (b). The Committee had had
before it a draft regolution gubmitted by Peru on behalf of the Statec members of
the Group of 77 (A/OONF,.104/L.2) and propogalc by Groups B and D made at the third
sesgion of the Proparatory Commitivee (A/CONF,104/L.1). In additien, the informal
working group had received further proposals from individual delegations and groups
of countries (A/QUNEF,L104/C.1/CRP,1=26) .

14, The informal working group had established two drafting groups, to consider
chaptera I and TI of the $NPA respectively.

15. He indicated that the texts prepared by Drafting Group I on chapter I were
contained in documents A/CONF.104/L.4=L.12 and A/CONF,104/C.I1/CRP, 31, as well ag in
an unnumbered document relating to the chapeau of chapter I.

16. The texts prepared by Drafting Group IT on chapter II were contained in
A/QUNP. L04/C. I/CRP, 30 and 32«36,

17. All these texts had been transmitted to the General Comnittee for further
consideration.

2. Report on the work of Committee II

18. At the closing plenary meeting of the Conference, on 14 September 1381,
Mre A. Mo A. Muhith (Bangladesh), Chairman of Committee IX, reported on the
Comnsttee's consideration of the items assigned to it, namely, 9 and 10 (c).

19, Committee I1 had held five plenary meetings, at the £irst of which it had
elested Ur. He V. Ewerldf (Sweden) ag its Vice-Chairman.

40, At its Sth meeting, on 11 September 1981, the Committee had agreed on the text
of draft resolution A/QUNF.104/L,13 on the consideration of reports of the
individual country review meetings (item 9). This text had been transmitted to the
tieneral Committee. 4/

T A TR

4/ Sce part two, above, cect. VIII, which alsu gives an account of action by
the Conference.
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2l. Also at its 5th meeting, Committee II had agreed on the text of chapter IIX of
the Substantinl New Programme of Action, as contained in A/CONF.104/L.l4. This
text had been transmitted to the General Committee for consideration. S/

G. Election of officers s her han the President (agenda item 6)

22, At its lst plesnary meeting, on 1 September 1981, the Conference elected the
following othar officers who, together with the President and in accordance with
rule 6 of the rules of procedure, constituted the General Committee:

Vice-Prasidents: the representatives of tha foliowing 15 States:

Algeria

Bolivia

Brazil

Bulgaria

Canada

China

Ethiopia

Haitd

Iraq

Japan

Nepal

Norway

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
United States of America

Rapporteur~General: Mr. T. Pabian (kungary)

Chairman of Committee I¢ Mr, J, Brito (Cape Verde)

Chairman of Committee IXI: Mr. A. M. A. Muhith (Bangladesh)
23. The Conference agreed that the Vice~Chairmen of the two main Committees, who
wire to be elected by the respective Committees from among the countries members of

GZCD, would work closely as a team in co-operation with the Chairmen in the conduct
of the business of the Cummitteaes.

He Credentials of reprasentatives to the' Confexence (agenda item 7)
1. Appointmant of members of the Credentiala Committee

24, At its lat plenary meeting, on 1 September 1981, the Conference, pursuant to
rule 4 of the rules of procedure, established a Credentials Committee composed of
the fnllowing States: Angola; Chinay Cubxp Haitil) Kenyap Singaporej Spainy Union
.2 Soviet Socialist Republics and United States of america.

S

5/ The text of chap. III of the SNPA ag approved by the General Committee
was subsequently issued as a proposal by the President (A/CONF.104/L.15).



2. Report of the Credentials Committee

25, At its 19th (closing) plenary meeting, on 14 September 1981, the Conference,
having considered the report of the Credentials Committee, 6/ adopted without
dissent a resolution approving that report. 7/

26. The representative of Pakistan said that his country's non-objection to the
credentials of the Babrak Karmal régime should not be interpreted as constituting
recognition of that régime. That stand was consistent with the position taken by
Pakistan in other international forums.

27. The representative of Afghanistan, speaxing in exercise of the right of reply,
regretted that the representative of Pakistan's military régime should have made an
irrelevant remark with regard to the legal Government of the Democratic Republic of
Afghanistan. That Government was the only legitimate and legal representative of
the teciling pecople of Afghaaistan and was a fully-fledged member of the United
Nations.

28, He was very sorry that the reoresentative of the Zia ul Hag military régime
had wanted to disturb the achievements of the Conference without respecting its
peaceful and friendly atmoasphere.

29, The position of his Government had been ¢learly stated in its peace
declaration of 24 August 1981, which had plainly set forth its good intentions with
regard to the start of peaceful negotiations with its neighbours. The reactionary
position of the delegation of Pakistan was well known and there had been no need to
raise political issues in a conference devoted to co-operation among the
international community.

30. The representative of Pakistan, speaking in exercise of the right of reply,
stated that his delegation realized that the primary purpose of the Conference was
to consider ways and means of providing the best possible assistance to the least
developed countri.s. Pakistan, like other developing countries, had a deep
interest in the success of the Conference. For that neason, he had merely
reiterated his Government's non-recognition of the Babrak Karmal régime, which was
congistent with its stand of principle in other international forums and should not
have been made the cause of controversy. It was, however, necessary to rebut the
false and malicious allegations made against his country. Pakistan had
consistently followed a good-neighbourly policy towards Afghanistan, in accordance
with the principles of the United Natiocns Charter and of peaceful coexistence.

31, The present régime in Kabul was not accepted by a very large proportion of the
Afghan population and h:ad taken oppressive measures which had led to widespread
resistance and the larce-scale flight of Afghan men, women and children from their
homes. Pakistan had accepted these Afghan refugees and had pr wided food and
shelter to them on purely humanitarian grounds and in accordance with the relevant
international conventions, Pakistan had responded positively to the burden imposed
on its limited resources by the irzlux of a growiag numpwr of Afghan refugees and
was doing its best to ensure that chey were looked after properly. However,

S/ A/CONF.104/20 and Add.l {see annex II below).
1/ See annex I below.
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because of the magnitude of thne refugee problem, it had been constrained to
approach international agencies and friendly Governments for assistance in their
maintenance, The international community had responded positively to Pakistan's

appeals in this regard. He categorically rejected the false accusations levelled
against Pakistan.

I. Appointment of "Friends of the Rapporteur-General”

32, At its 1lst plenary meeting, on 1 September 1981, the Conference agreed that
the Rapporteur-General should be assisted in the preparation of the draft report of
the Conference by two persons from each regional group and one from China, who
would act as "Friends of the Rapporteur-General".

J. Attendance 8/

33. The following States were represented at the Conference:

Afghanistan Democratic Kampuchea

Algeria Democratic People's Republic of Korea

Angola Democratic Yemen

Argentina Denmark

Australia Diibouti

Austria Dominican Republic

Bahrain Ecuador

Bangladesh Egypt

Belgium El Ssalvador

Benin Equatorial Guinea

Bhutan Ethiopia

Bolivia Finland

Botswana France

Brazil Gabon

Bulgaria Gambia

Burundi German Democratic Republic

Byelorussian Soviet Sacialist Germany, Federal Republic of
Republic Ghana

Canada Greece

Cape Verde Guatemala

Central African Republic Guinea

Chad N Guinea-Bissau

Chile Haiti’

China Holy See

Colombia Honduras

Comoros Hungary

Congo Iceland

Costa Rica India

Cuba Indonesia

Cyprus Iran

Czechoslovakia Iraq

——e b,

8/ For the list of participants see A/OONF,104/INF/3.
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34.

pursuant to section II, paragraphs 4 (b) and 4 (c¢), of General Assembly resolution

Ireland
Igrael
Italy

Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Kuwait

Lao People's Democratic Republic

Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia

Libyan Arab Jamahirciya

Luxembourg
Madagaccar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali

Malta
Mauritania
Mexico
Mongolia
Morocco
Mozambig e
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Panama
Paraguay
Pern
Philippines
Poland
Portugal

Qatar

Republic of Korea

Romania

Rwanda

Samoa

San Marino

Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Singapore

Somalia

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Suriname

Sweden

Switzerland

Syrian Arab Republic

Thailand

Togo

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

Turkey

Uganda

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

United Arab En irates

United Xingdo.u of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

United kepublic of Cameroon

United Republic of Tanzania

United States of America

Upper Volta

Uruguay

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yemen

Yugoslavia

Zaire

Zambia

The Palestine Liberation Organization, the South West Africa People's
Organization and the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania were also represented,

35/205.

35.

The following specialized agencies were represented at the Conference:s

International Labour Organisation

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
United Nations Educational; Scientific and Cultural Organization
International Civil Aviation Organization

World Health Organization
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World Bank

International Monetary Fund

Universal Postal Union

International Telecommunication Union

World Meteorological Organization

World Intellectual Property Organization
International Fund for Agricultural Development

36, The International Atomic Energy Agency and the General Agreement on Tariffs
and "'rade were also represented.

37. The following United Nations offices and bodies were represented:

Office of the Director-General for Development and International Economic
Co~operation

Department of International Economic and Soclial Affairs

Department of Technical Co-operation for Development

United Nations Centre for Science and Technology for Development

Economic and Social Tommission for Asia and the Pacific

Economic Commission for Latin America

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for Western Asia

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

United Nations Environment Programme

World Food Council

United Wations Children's Fund

United Nations Development Programme

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

World Food Programme

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (HABITAT)

International Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT

United Nations Sudan—-Sahelian Office

Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co~ordinator

United Nations Fund for Population Activities

38. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented at the
Conference:

African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States
African Development Bank

African Groundnut Council

Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa
Commonwealth Secretariat

Council for Mutual Economic Asaistance

Econcmic Community of the Great Lakes Countries
European Economic Community

Intergovernmental Committee for Migration

Islamic Development Bank

International Centre for Public Enterprises in Developing Countries
OPEC Fund for Internatioual Development

Organization of African Unity

Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries
Organizaticn of the Islamic Conference

Organisation for Economic Co~operation and Development
West African Economic Community
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39,

Conference pursuant to section II, paragraph 4 (g), of Ga2neral Assgsembly resolution

The following

35/205:

non~governmental organizations were repregented at the

Afro—~-Asian People's Solidarity Organization
All-India Women's Conference

Agsociated Country Women of the World
Baha'i International Community

Baptist World
Care BEurope

Alliance

Caritas Internationalis
Catholic Relief Services

Club de bakar
Comnigsion of
Co-ordinating

the Churches on International Affairs
Committee for International VYoluntary Service

Environment Liaison Centre

European League for Ecomomic Co-operation
Buropean Union of Women

Federation for the Respect of Man and Humanity

Fourth Wotld

Friends World
Help the Aged
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
Internatiocnal
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
Pax Christi

Committee for Consultation (Quakers)

Alliance of Women

Assoclation of French-speaking Parliamentariang
Chamber of Commerce

Christian Union of Business Executives

College of Surgeons

Confederation of Free Trade Unions
Co-operation for Socio-Economic Development
Co-operative Alliance

Council of Monuments and Sites

Council of Scientific Unions

Council of Voluntary Agencies

Council of Women

Electrotechnical Commission

Federation for Home Economics

Federation for the Rights of Man

Federation of Agricultural Producers

Federation of Business and Professional Women
Federation of Social Workers

Federation of University Women

Foundation for Development Alternatives

Hotel Association

Movement A.T.D.

Movement for Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples
Organization = Justice and Development
Organization of Employers

Planned Parenthood Federation

Social Service for Bmigrants (International Social Service)
Statistical Institute

Union of Architects

Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
Union of Family Oryanizations

Catholic Peace Movement
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Pax Romana

Soc¢lalist International Women

Society for International Development
Third World Foundation

Union of International Agssociations

United Towns Organization

Women's International Democratic Federation
World Association of Former United Nations Interns and Fellows
World Council for the Welfare of the Blind
World Confederation of Labour

World Conference of Religion and Peace
World Energy Conference

World Federation of Trade Unions

World Federation of Democratic Youth

World Federation of United Nations Associations
World Jewish Congress

World Peace Council

World University Service

World Veterans Federation .
World Young Women's Christian Association
Zonta International

K. Financial implications of the decisionas of the Conference

40, As stated in the Substantial New Proyramme of Action (chap. III, para. 126)
the Conference requested the Secretary-General of the United Nutions to make
tecommendations to thr General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session on the most
effective and efficient arrangements for carrying out the services required in
connexion with follow-up, monitoring and implemeatation.

L. Expregsion of gratitude to the Geovernment and people
of France (agenda item 1l1l)

41. At the 19th (closing) plenary meeting, on 14 September 1981, the
representative of Peru, on behalf of all States participating .¢ .ne Conference,
introduced a draft resolution (A/CONF.104/L.30/Rev.l) expresainy «**ititude to the
Governmant and people of France for hosting the Conference.

42, The Conference adopted the draft resolution by acclamaticn., 8/

M. Adoption of the report of the Conference (agenda item 12)

43, At the 19th (closing) plenary meeting, on 14 September 1981, the Conference
adopted without amendment its draft report (A/CONF.104/L.3 and Add.l and Add.2,
Add.3 and Corr,l and Add.4) and authorized the Rapportcur-General to complete the
final veraion as appropriate.

8/ For the text, see annex I below.
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N. Qlosure of the Conferance

44. At the 19th plenary meeting, on 14 September 1981, the Preaident, having
delivered a closing address (see part two above, sect. X), declared closed the
Unjted Nations Conference on the Least Developcd Countries,
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Annex I

RE3O0LUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE

1. Consideration of the reports of the individual country
review meetings

The United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries,

Recalling with satisfaction the review meetings organized by the Conference
gecretariat for the Asia and Pacific least developed countries in Vienna from
30 March to 10 April 1981, for eastern African least developed countries in Addis
Ababa from 4 to 15 May 1981, for the western and the central African least
developed countries and Somalia in The Hague from 15 May to 5 June 1981 and for the
gouthern African least developed countries, Guinea-Bissau and Haiti in Geneva from
22 to 26 June 1981,

1. Expresgses to the Governments of Austria, BEthiopia and the Netherlands its
appreciation for their assistance in arranging the review meetings concerned, and
to the Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation,
the United Nations Development Preoqramme, the United Nations Department of
Technical Co-cperation for Development, the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization, and thp Economic Commigsion for Africap

2, Also expreggses its appreciation to the Governments of Austria, Canada,
Denmark, Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of, Iraq, Japan, Kuwait, Mexice, the
Netherlands, Norway, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Sweden, and Switzerland and to the United
Nations Development Programme for the financial support provided during the
prepaiatory process for the Conferencep

3. Also expresdes its appreciation to the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development for helping the least developed countries in organizing and
conducting these review meetings;

4. Takes note of the reports of thes¢ review meetingsy a/

5. Recommends thege reporxts, aleng with the country programmes, for dus
consideration in gpecific country reviews that may take place in the framework of

the implementation, follow-up and monitoring of the Substantial New Programme of
action.

19th plenary meeting
14 September 1581

a/ A/CONF,104/3; 4; S5 and 6.



2. Credentials of repregsentatives to the United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries

The United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries,

Approvea the report of the Credentials Committee. b/

19th plenary meeting
14 September 1981

3. Dxpregsion of gratitude to the Government and people of France

The United Nations Confererce on the Least Developed Countries,

l. Expresses its sincere appreciation to the Government and psople of the
French Republic for the efforts which they have devoted to the preparation and
organization of the Conference and for the generous hospitality accorded to
participants in the Conference)

2. Records its grateful thanks to His Excellency Frangois Mitterand,
President of the French Republic, for addressing the inaugural session of the
Conference on 1 September 198Ly

3. Algo records its grateful thanks to His Majesty Birendra Bir Bikram
Shah Dev, King of Nepal; His Excellency Daniel Arap Mol, Pres..ent of Kenya,
His Excellency lMr. Aristedes Maria Pereira, President of Cape Verde, and His

Excellency General Major Habyarimana Juvenal, President of Rwanda, for addressing
the Conference)

4. Expregsges its appreclation to Mr. K. Waldheim, Secretary-General of the
United Nations, and Mr. K. K. 8. Dadzle, Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation, for their contribution in mobilizing the
resources of the United Nations systemp

5. Expreases also its deep appreciation to Mr. Gamani Cores,
Secretary-General of the Conference and Sscretary-General of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, and to the UNCTAD secretariat, for the
efficient preparation and organization of the Conforencep

6. Recognizes the laudable contribution of His Excellency Jean-Plerre Cot.,

Minister for Co-operation and Development of the French Republic and President of
the Conference) and

7. Invites His Excellency Jean=Pierre Cot to present the Substantial New
Programme of Action in person to the General Astembly at its thirty-sixth session.

19th plenary meeting
14 September 1981

b/ See annex II below.



Annex II

REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE a/

1. At its lot plenacy meeting, on 1 September 1981, the United Nations Conference
on the Least Developed Countries, in accordance with rule 4 of its rules of
procedure, appointed a Credentials Committee consisting of the following 8tates:
aAngola, China, Cuba, Haiti, Kenya, Singapore, Spain, USSR and United States of
America,

2. The Credentials Committee met on 1l September 1981,

3. The meeting was convened by The Hon. Mr. Yadav Prasad {Nepal), Vice-President
of the Confetrence.

4. H.E. Mr. E. Francisque (Haitl) was elected Chairman.

5. The Conference gecretariat informed the Committee that, as at

11 September 198, credentials issued by the Head of State or Government or by the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, as provided for in rule 3 of the rules of procedure
of the Conference, had been gubmitted on behalf of 129 States {(Afghanistan, Algeria,
Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia,
Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada,
Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic People's Republic of Korea,
Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Djibouti, Deminican Republic, Fcuador, Egypt, Equatorial
Guinea, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Holy
Sce, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Ireland, Israel.
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocce, Mozambique, Nepal,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Peru,
philippines, Peland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Samoa,
San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Singapore, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suciname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Toyo, Trinidad and
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republlic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Upper
Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire and Zambia).

6. The designation of repregentatives of the following 10 States had been
comnunicated to the Secretary-General of the Conference by note verbale or letter
from the Embassy in Paris, or the Permanent Mission to the United Nations in

New York or Geneva, of the State concerned: Bahrain, Cape Verde, Congo,

El Salvador, Ghana, Luxembourg, b/ Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and United
Republic of Cameroon,

a/ Origiially issued as A/CONF.104/20.

b/ At the closing plenary meeting, on 14 September 1981, the President
announced that credentials as provided for in rule 3 of the rules of procedure had
been received in respect of the delegation of Luxembourq.
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7. No communications had been received from the following three States whose

representatives have registered at the Conference: Costa Rica, Lebanen and
Paraguay.

8, The representatives of Angola, Cuba and USSR, referring to document
A/CONF'. 104,18, made reservations with regard to the credentialo of oneo
delegation. g/

9. The representatives of Singapore, China, Spain, United Statec and Kenya,
referring to document A/CONF.104/19, stated that ~he credentials of the
repregentatives of the delegation which had submitted the document were entirely
legal and valid.

10. The representatives of China and the United States of America stated that the
fact that the repreaentatives of Afghanictan were being permitted to participate in
this Conference should in no way be interpreted as acquiesconce in the situation
created by the military occupation by a guper~Power in Afghanistan.

11l. The representatives of the USSR, Angola and Cuba stated that the slanderous
remarks made by the repregentatives of China and the United Statesc of America with
regard to the lejitimate Government of Afghanistan were entirely out of order,
inappropriate and evidently meant to create, inter alia, an obstacle to the
successful proceedings of this Conference on the leaat developed countrieg.

12. Upon the proposal of the Chairman, the Committee decided, in the light of past
practice and as an exceptional measure, to accept the communications received with
regard to the delegations referred to in paragraph 6, it being understood that
formal credentials as provided for in rule 3 of the rules of procedure for the
representatives of the delegations concerned would be scubmitted ac goon as possible.
13, The Committee agreed to this procedure.

14. The Chairman then proposed the adoption of the following draft resolutions

"The Credentials Committee,

"Huving examined the credentials of the representatives to the United
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries,

"Taking into account the different reservations expressed by delegations,
"Accepts the creaentials of the repregentatives to the Conference and
recommends to the Conference that it approve the report of the Credentias
Committee."
15, The Committee adopted the above draft regolution without a vote.

16, The Credentiols Committce recommends to the Conference the adoption of the
following draft resolution:

¢/ A communication from the dolegation of India dated 14 September 1981,
addressed to the President of the Cenference and concerning the credentials of the
same delegation, was subsequently received an® circulated in A/CONF,104/21.
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"Cradentials of reprasentatives to the United Nations
Conferance on tha Least Developed Countriem

*The United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries

"Approves the report of the Credentials Committee."

Addendum d/

Since the meeting of the Credentials Comnittee, on 1l September 1981,
credentizls issued in conformity with the provisions of rule 3 of the rules of
procedure of the Conference have been submitted on behalf of Cape Verde, Congo and
Bierra Leone,

g/ Originally issued in A/CONF.104/20/Add.1.
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Annex III

LIST OF HEADS OF DELEGATION, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF
INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES AND OTHER REPRESENTATIVES AND
OBSERVERS WHO MADE STATEMENTS DURING THE GFNERAL DEBATE

Afghanistan
Algeria
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Bangladesh
Belgium
Benin
Bhutan
Bolivia
Rotswana
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burundi

States

Byelorussian Soviet Sccialist Republic

Canada

Cupe Verde

Gentral African Republic
Chad

Chile

China

Comoroa

Congo

Cuba

Cyprus

Czechoslovakia
Democratic Kampuchea
Democratic Pecple's Republic of Korea
Democratic Yemen
Dennarck

Djibouti

g~

Dr.
Mr.
MK,
Mr.
Mr.
Ue,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.,
Mr.
Mc.
Mr.
Mr.,
Mx.
Mr.
Mr.
Mx.
Mz,
M.
Me,
Mz,
Mr.
Mr.
Mc.
Mx,
Mr.
Mr.
Mt
Mr.
Mg,
Mr.

Mehrabbudin Paktiawal
Abdelaziz Khelef
victor E. Deauge
David Sadleir

Mdolf Nussbaumer

M, Saifur Ralunan
Daniel Coens
Aboubacar Baba-Moussa
Lam Penjor

Augustin Saavedra Weine
M. P. K. Nwako

Carlos Auguasto de Proenga Rosa
Georgi Pirinaki

Serge Kananiye

M. V. Makarov

Raymond Perrault

José Drito

Pirmin Prisat

Tahir Suleyman

Jorge Bergufic Barnes
Cheng Fei

Said Katé
Jean-Baptiste Tati Loutard
Jorge Bolafios

Petros Michaelides
Jan Stracar

Im Saroeun

Dong~Hyok Ri

Faraj Bin Ghanem
Kjeld Olesan

Aden Robleh Awaleh



Egypt
Equatorial Guinea

Ethiopia

Finland

France

Gabon

Gambia

German Democratic Republic
Germany, Federal Republic of
Greece

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Haiti

Holy See

Hungary

India

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Japan

Kenya

Kuwait

Lao People's Democratic Republic
Lesotho

Liberia

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Luxembourg

Malaysia

Malawi

Maldives

Mali

Mexico

Nepal

Netherlands

Mr. Kamal El-Din Khalil

Mr. Euologio Oyo Riquesa
Mr, Hailu Yimenu

Mr. W. Breitenstein

Mr. Jacques Delors

Mr. Pascal Nzé

Mr. Momodou S. K. Manneh
Mr. Friedmar Clausnitzer
Mr. Rainer Offergeld

Mr. M. E. Mitsopoulos

Mr. Marcel Cros

Mr. Vasco Cabral

Mr. Edouard Francisque
Monseigneur William F., Murphy
Mr. Tibor Melega

Mr. Khursid aAlam Khan

Mr. Rusli Noor

Mr. A. Azizi

Mr. Mahdi Mohsen Oda

Mr. James O'Keeffe

Mr. Meir Rosenne

Mr. Emilio Colombo

Mr, Hideo Kitahara

Dr. Zachary T. Onyonka

Mr. Hassan Ali Dabbagh

Mr. Soulivong Phrasitthideth
Mr. E. R. Sekhonyana

Mr, Sylvester M. Grigsby
Mr. Sami Swadek

Mr. Paul Helminger

Mr. Muhiyiddin bin Mohamad Yassin
Mr. L. C. Chaziya

Mr. Fathulla Jameel

Mr. Ahmed Mohamed Ag Hamani
Mr. Plicido Garcia Reynoso
Mr. Y. P. Pant

Mr. Jan de Koning



New Zealand
Niger

Norway
Panama

Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Republic of Korea
Romania
Samoa

Saudi Arabia
Somalia
Spain

Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
Togo
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Uganda

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

United Arab Emirates

United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland

United Republic of Tanzania

United States of America

Mr,.
Mr.
Mr,

Malcolm J.C. Templeton
Brah Mamane
Johan Jérgen Holst

Mrs. Josefa Maria Prado

Mr.
Mr,
Mr,
Mr.
Me,
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Dr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Di.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr,
Mr.

Mr.
Mr,
Mr.

a/ Spoke also on behalf of the Group of 77,

b/ spoke also in his capacity as President of
the European Economic Community.

Felipe Valdivieso a/
Pablo R. Suarez

Jerzy Xepuscinski
Leonardo Duarte Mathias
Byong=Ki Min

Corneliu Manescu

Maiava Iulai Toma
Mohammed Mirdass
Abdurahman Jama Barre
M. D. Carlos Rcbles Piquer
Nadaraja Balasubramanic .
Nast Eldin Mustafa

Ola Uilsten

Marcel Heimo

Arun Panupong

Ayivi Mawuko Ajavon
Wilfred Sheik Naimol
Mahmoud Mestiri

Kamran Inan

Sam N. Odaka

Nicolai Reshetniak

Ivan T. Grishin

Khalifa Al Moubarak

Neil Marten b/
K. A, Malima
Peter McPherson

the Council of Ministers of



Upper Volta Mr. Mamadou Sanfo

Uruguay Mr, José E. Etchevercy Stirling
Venezuela Mr. Alfredo Tarre-Murzi

Viet Nam Mr. Mai Van Bo

Yemen Mr. Fouad Kaid Mohammed
Yugoslavia Mr., Vuko Dragasevié

Zaire Mr. Bagbeni Adeito Nzengeya
zaitbia Mr. I, B. R, Manda

United Nations Secretariat

Secretary~General of the United Nations Mr. Kurt Waldheim ¢/
Director-General for Development and .

International Economic Co~operation Mc. K. K. S. Dadzie d/
Secretary-General of UNCTAD and Secretary-

General of the Conference Mr. Gamani Corea
Department of Technical Co-operation for '

bevelopment Mr. Bi Jilong
United Nations Centre for Science and

Technology for Development Mr, A, Ferrari
Economic Commission for Africa Mr. Adebayo Adedeji
Economic and Social Commission for Asia

and the Pacific Mr. Bibiano B. Arzadén
Economic Commission for Western Asia Mr. Mohammed Said Al-Attar
United Nations Centre for Human

Settlements (HABITAT) Dr. Arcct Ramachandran
United Nations Environment Programme Mr. Yusuf J. Ahmad

United Nations Industrial Development
Organization Dr. Abd~El Rahman Khane

United Nations bodies

Office of the United Nations Disaster

Relief Co-ordinator Mr. André Wilmots Vandendaele
Office of the United Hations iiigh
Commissioner for Refugees Mr, Poul Hartling

¢/ Opened the Conference,

d/ Opened the gereral debate.
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United Nations Children's Pund Mr. Jamas P. Grarnt

United Nations Development Programme Mr. Bradford Morse
United Nations Fund for Population

Activities Dr. Nafis Sadik
World Food Council Mr. Maurice G. Williams
World Pood Programme Mr. B. de Azevedo Brito

Specialized agencies e/

International Labour Organisation Me. Francis Blanchard
Pood and Agriculture Organization of

the United Nations Mr. Edouard Saouma
United Nations Educationsl, Scientific

and Cultural Organization Mr. A-M'Bow
World Health Organization Dr. H. Mabler
World Bank Mr. Munir Benjenk
International Monetary Fund Mr. Azizali Mchammed
World Intel.ectual Propesrty Organization Dr. Arpad Bogsch
International Fund for Agricultural

Devalopment Mr. Abdelmuhsin M. al Sudeary

* * W

International Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATYT Mr. Géran M. Engblom
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade Mr. Arthur Dunkel

Intergovernmental bodies £/

African, Caribbean and Pacific Group

of States Mr. Babou Qusman Jobe
Commission of the European Communities Mr. Edgar Pisani
Comnonwealth Secretariat Mr. Shridath S. Ramphal
Council for Mutual Econcmic Assistance Mr. Nikolai Bogaty
Econonic Community of the Great Lakea

Countries Mr. Sylvére Bishirandora

e/ Invited to participate in the Conference pursuant to sect. II,
para. 4 {(e), of General Assembly resolution 35/205.

£/ Invited to participate in the Conference pursuant to sect. II,
para. 4 (f), of General Assembly resolution 35/205.



Organization of African Unity Mr. Edem Kodjo
Organisation for Economic Co-operation

and Development Mr. Emile Van Lennep
Organization of the Islamic Conference Mr. Z. A, Oesman
OPEC Fund for International Development Mr. Ibrahim P, I. Shihata

Non-jovernmental organizations g/

Afro~Acian Peoples' Solidarity

Organization Mr, Zain Salit
International Alliance of Women Ms. Mala Pal
International Chamber of Commerce Mrs, F. Paimenos
Lutheran World Federation b/ Mr. Sibusio Bengu
International Co-operation for .

Socio—-Economic Development Mr, Menotti Bottazzi
International Confederation of Free

Trade Unions Mrg. Gemma Adaba
International Federation of University Women Mrs. Consgtance Jones
International Movement for Fraternal Union

among Races and Peoples Mr. M, Eya Nchama
World Confederation of Labour Mr, Blaise Robel
World Federation of Democratic Youth Mr. Ranajit Guha
World Federation of Trade Unions Mr, Anton Hannah
World Federation of United Nations

Associations Mr. Makkawl Awad El Makkawi

* ok ®
Palestine Liberation Organization i/ Mr. Omar Massalha
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania j/ Mr. Ike Mafole

St ———————

g/ Invited to participate in the Conference pursuant to sect. II,
para. 4 (g), of General Assembly resolution 35/205.

h/  Spoke also on behalf of those non~governmental organizations that had
co~operated in the NGO Liaison Committee for the Least Developed Countries.

i/ Invited to participate in the Conference pursuant to sect. II,
para. 4 (b), of General Assembly resolution 35/205.

1/ Invited to participate in the Conference pursuant to sect. II,
para. 4 (c¢), of General Agsembly resolution 35/205.
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Annex 1V

CHECK LIST OF DOCUMENTS

Documert No. Pitle

A. General documents

A/CQONF, 104/1 Annotated provisional agenda for the United
Nations Conference on the Least Developed

Countries: note by the Secretary-General of the
Confe.ance

A/OONF.104/2 The Least Developed Countries in the 1980s:
and Corr.l report by the Secretary-General of the

and Add.l and Corr.l Conference a/

and Add.2 and Corr.l

and Add.3

A/CONF.104/3 Reports of the review meetings for the least
developed countries of Asia and the Pacific,
held at the Vienna International Centre from
30 March to 10 April 1981

A/CQONF.104/4 Reports of the review meetings for the least
developed countries of eastern Africa, held at
Africa Hall, Addis Ababa, from 4 to 14 May 1981

A/CONF.104/5 and Corr.l Reports of the review meetings for the least
developoed countries of western and central Africa
and Somalia, held at the Netherlands Congress
Centre, the Hague, from 25 May to 5 June 1981

A/CONF, 104/6 Reports of the review meetings for the least
developed countries of southern Africa,
Guinea-Bissau and Haiti, held at the
Palais des Nations, Geneva, from
22 to 26 June 198)

A/CONKF,104/7 Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s
for the least developed countries: Contributions
by organizations of the United Nations system =
note by the Conference secrctariat

A/QONF.104/7/2dd.1 (Part I) Activities by the Economic Commission for Africa
on behalf of the least developed countries:
contribution by the secretariat of the Economic
Commission for Africa

a/ To be issued as part of a United Nations publication (A/CONF,104/2/Rev.l).
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Document No.

A/QONF.104/7/Add.). (Part II)

A/CONF, 104/7/Add, 2

A/CONP, 104/7/8d4d.3
A/CONF,104/7/Add . 4
and Corr.l

A/CONF, 104/7/A4d. 4(7)

A/CONF,.104/7/Add, 4(B)

A/CONF, 104/7/Add. 4(C)

A/CONF. 104/7/Add. 5

A/CQONF, 104/7/AdQ.6 (Part I)

A/CONF.104/7/Add,6 (Part II)

A/CONF, 104/7/a44d.7

A/CQONF.104/7/Ad4.8

A/QONF.104/7/A8d. 9

Title

Domestic problems and economic policies in
African least developed countries: contribution
by the secretariat of the Eccnomic Commission for
Africa

Least developed countries of Asia and the
Pacific: activities of the ESCAP secretariat
during the past decade and future plans for the
19808 = contribution by the ESCAP secretariat

Contribution by the International Labour
Organisation

Contribution by the United Nations
Development Projramme

Contribution by the Social Measures Fund for the
Least Developad Countries

Contribution by the United Nations Volunteers
Programme

Contribution by the United Nations Development
Programme on the United Nations Capital
Development Fund

Contribution by the United Nations Children's
Fund

UNIDO co~operation in the industrial development
of the least developed countries: contribution
by the secretariat of UNIDRO

The poor fall behind: an assessment of industry
in the least developed countriea - contribution
by the secretariat of UNIDO

Poverty and the least developed countries:
contribution by the World Bank

Contribution by the World Intellectual Property
Organization

The role of meteorology and related activities
in economic and social development, with
particular reference to the least developed
countries: contribution by the World
Meteorological Organization



Document No,

A/QONF,104/7/Add. 10

A/CONF.104/7/8dd, 11
A/CONF, 104/7/Add,12

A/OQONP, 104/7/8d4,13
and Corr.l

A/QONF. 104/7/Add. 14

A/CONF,104/7/Add. 15

A/CONF,104/7/4dd. 16

A/CONF.104/7/Add. L7/Rev,
A/CONF, 104/7/Add., 18

A/QONF,104/7/Add.19 (Part I)

A/CQONF.104/7/Add. 19 (Part II)

A/CONF, 104/7/Add, 20

A/CONF, 104/7/Add. 21

A/CONF, 104/7/Add. 22

Title

Contribution by the International Civil Aviation
Organization

Contribution by the World Health Organization
Contribution by the World Food Council

Cross~organizational analysis of United Nationgs
programmes/projects in least developed countries:
contribution by the secretariat of the Inter-
Organization Board for Information Systems

Contribution by the United Nations Fund for
Pcpulation Activities

Food and agriculture in the least developed
countries in the 19808 ~ problems and prcepects:
contribution by the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations

Technical co-operation for the accelerated
economic and social development of the least
developed countries: contribution by the
Department of Technical Co-operation foi
Development, United Nations Secretariat

Contribution by the International Fund for
Agricultural Development

Contribution by the International Monetary Fund

The external trade sector of the least developed
countries: contribution by the International
Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT

I7C technical co-operation with least developed
countries in external trade promotion during

the second and third United Nations Development
Decade: contribution by the International Trade
Centre UNCTAD/GATT

Contribution by the International
Telecommunication Union

Contribution by the Inter-Governmental Maritime
Consultative Organization

Food aid for the least developed countries

(a perspective for the 1980s): contribution by
the World Food Programme
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Rocument No.

A/CONF', 104/7/Add. 23
A/CONP', 104/7/84d. 24
and Corr,l

A/CONF, 104/7/Add, 25
A/CONF, 104/8

A/CONF, 104/9
and Corcg.l

A/CONF,104/10

A/CONF. 104/11

A/CONF,.104/12

A/CONF'. 104/13

A/CONF, 104/14

A/CONF', 104/15

A/CONF', 104/16

A/CONF.104/17

Title

Contribution by the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade

Contribution by the United Nations Environment
Programme

Contribution by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Ozganization

The role of non-governmantal organizations in
aid to the least developed countries: paper
prepared by Sir Geoffrey Wilson at the request
of the Conferance secretariat

Basic data on the least developed countries:
note by the Conference mecreteriat

Reporte of the Preparatory Committee for the
United Nations Conference on thea Least Developad
Countries: note by the Conference secretariat

provisional rules of procedure of the Conference,
as approved by the Preparatory Committee at its
third session

Report of the Ministerial Meeting on the Least
Developed Countries of the ESCAP and ECWA regions
{Bangkok, 10=ll August 198l) : note by the
Confavence secretariat

Pre-Conference Consultation among Senior
Officials held at Le Bon Conseil on

27 and 28 August 198ls report by the Chairman of
the Consultation

Memorandum submitted by the delegation of
Argentinas note by the Conference secretariat

Agenda as adopted

Rules of procedure of the United Nations
Conference on the Least Developed Countries:
note by the Conference secretariat

Major results and future trends in co-operation
between the USSR and the least developed
countries in the commercial, economic, scilentific
and technical fields: paper distributed at the
request of the delsgation of the USSR
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the Prasident of the Conference from the
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Cuba, €C.cchoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia
German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Mongolia, Poland, Ukrainian
Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of Soviet
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Communication dated 9 September 1981 addressed to
the President of the Conference from the
delegation of Democratic Kampuchea

Report of the Credentials Committee

Credentials of representatives to the Conference:
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to the Secretary-Ganeral of the Conference by the
delegation of India
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A/CONF.104/5p/2
A/CONF, 104/5P/3
A/CONF,104/5P/4
A/CONF, 104/58/5
A/CONF', 1.04/5P/6
A/CONF, 104/52/7
A/CONF', 104/5P/8
A/CONF.104/SP/9 and Corr.l
A/CONF, 104/5P/10
A/CONF, 104/5P/11
A/CONF.104/SP/12 and Corr.l

A/CONF.104/5P/13
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Yemen
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Sudan
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United Republic of Tanzania
Baenin

Cape Verde
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A/CONF. 104/5p/24
A/CONF,104/5P/25 and Corx.l
2/CONF.104/5P/26
A/CONF, 104/5P/27
A/CONF.104/5p/28
A/CONF, 104/5p/29
A/CONF, 104/59/30
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A/QCONF, 104/L.1

A/CONF.104/L, 2

Guinea
Mali

Uppar Volta
Haiti
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Lesotho
Malawi
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Synopsias of proposals made on the draft
Subszantial New Programma of Action for the 1980s
for the least developed countries, prepared by
the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee

Substantial New Programme of Action for the
19808 for the least developed countries: drafe
resolution submitted by Peru on behalf of the
States members of the Group of 77
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Add. 2
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Add. 4

A/CONF.104/L. 4
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A/QONP.104/Ls 6

A/CONF.104/L.7

A/CONF, 104/L. 8

A/CONF. 104/L. 9

A/CONF.104/L. 1.0

A/CONP, 104/L. 11
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A/CONF,104/1:413
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Draft report of the United Nations Conference
on the Least Developed Countries, hald at UNESCO
Headquarters, Paris, from 1L to 14 September 1981

Substantial Naw Programme of Action for the
19808 for the least devaloped countries:
Physical and institutional infrastructure ~ text
submitted by the Chairman of Drafting Group I of
Committee I

Ibid.s Transformational investments - Cext

submitted by the Chairman of Drafting Group I of
Committes I

Ihid.: Disaster agsistance for least developed
countries = text submitted by the Chairman of
Drafting Group I of Committee I

Ibid.t Land=locked and island laast developed
countriesy environment - text submitted by the
Chairman of Drafting Group I of Committee X

Ibid.: Manufacturing industry - text prepaced by
the Chairman of Drafting Group I of Committee I

Ibid.s Natural resources and encrgy - text

prepared by the Chairman of Drafting Group I of
Somuittee I

Ibid.: Preamble - text prepared by the Chairman
of Drafting Group I of Committee I

Ibid.: Human resourcas and social development -
text prepared by the Chairman of Drafting Group I
Comnmittee I

Ibid.: Food and agriculture = draft proposal
submitted by the President cf the Conference

ibid.t Consideration of the reports of the
individual country review meetirgs: draft
resolution submitted by the Chalrman of
Committes IX
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Finalization and adopticn of the Substantial New
Programme of Action for the 1980s for the least
developed countri¢s: Chapter III - Arrangements
for implementation, follow-up and mouitoring:
draft propcsals submitted by the Chairman of
Committee II

Ibid.: Draft proposals submitted bty the

President of the Conference

Consideration of the reports of the individual
country review meetings: draft resolution
submitted by the President of the Conference

Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s
for the least developed countries: proposal
submitted by the President of the Conference

Ibid.s Disaster assistance for least developed

countries ~ draft proposal submitted by the
President of the Conference

Ibid.: Chapeau - draft proposal submitted by the

President of the Conference

Ibid.: Preamble - draft proposal submitted by

the President of the Conference

Ibid.» Foreign trade - draft proposal submitted

by the President of the Conference

Ibid.: New mechanisms for increased financial

t: -~fers to the least developed countries =~
draft proposal submitted by the President of the
Conference

Ibid.: Multicountry schemes - draft proposal

submitted by the President of the Conference

Ibid.: Chapter II - International support

measures: Transport and communications - draft
proposal submitted by the President of the
Conference

Ibid.: Transfer and development of technology -

draft proposal submitted by the President of the
Conference
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Ibid.: Aid modalities; technical assistance -
proposal submitted by the President of the
Conference

Ibid.: Commercial policy measures - draft
proposal submitted by the President of the
Conference

Ibid.: Natural resources and energy - draft
proposal submitted by the President of the
Conference

Ibid.: Financial assistance requirements and
policies - draft proposal submitted by the
President of the Conference

Expression of gratitude to the Government and
people of the French Republic: draft resolution
submitted by Peru on behalf of all States
participating in the Conference
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Establishment of a list of speakers: note by the
UNCTAD secretarlat

Information for participants

List of participants

Other documents

Report of the Preparatory Committee for the
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries (Official Records of the General
Assembly, Thirty-fifth Session, Supplement

No, 45)

Report of the Preparatory Committee for the
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries on its third session, held at the
Palais des Nations, Geneva, from 29 June to

10 July 1981 (issued after the Conference as
Supplement No. 45 to Official Records of the
General Assembly, Thirty-sixth session,
(A/36/45))
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note by the Conference secretariat
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and Add.l

B2-06925 3855f/3857f (E) -104-



il @V @loptin o sl wy
Lo Jolaz LB o s gt < WM L SN FTIYRUIE SUNPY TR % (R FYCIp U PO Y oW
S o Brgge ot b RSt S

i WS (R
Bk IR e & e A ) BEAGIRMALEIH M. iG] HSL MR 1R IR MR A RIS (I 1L,

HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distribuiors
throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or write to. United Nations, Sales
Section, New York or Geneva.

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dana les librairies ot les ngences
dépositaires du monde entier Infontnez-vous auprés de votre libraire ou adressez vous
& : Nationa Unies, Section des ventea, New York ou Gendve.

KA HOYMHTD M3 IANHA OPIMAHH IAILHH OB'DE/ITHHEHRNLIX HAILHA

HMopganin Opraminanni O6beguuenunix Hauh MOXHO KYUNTH I KHBMHLIX MATA-
AHHAX H ATPHTCTRAX DO Beex paflonax mapa. Hapogure CHPABKIE 00 MANAHHAR B
BA'ICM KHIDKHOM MAAUHEC IR OiBiTe no agpecy : Opraussauis OG- negiuienunix
Hauunft, Cexuns no npogaxe nsaatdt, Huto-Tlopk uau Seuenn.

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estdn en vonta en librerfas y casas distri-
buidoras en todas partes del mundo Consulte a su librero o dirfjase a: Naciones
Unidas, Seccidn de Ventas, Nueva York o Ginebra.

Litho in United Nations, New York nionn United Nations publivation
06928 June 1R 3250 Sales No, 1.82.L8
AJCONT104/22Rev. ]




	biton0001A03
	biton0001A04
	biton0001A05
	biton0001A06
	biton0001A07
	biton0001A08
	biton0001A09
	biton0001A10
	biton0001A11
	biton0001A12
	biton0001A13
	biton0001A14
	biton0001B01
	biton0001B02
	biton0001B03
	biton0001B04
	biton0001B05
	biton0001B06
	biton0001B07
	biton0001B08
	biton0001B09
	biton0001B10
	biton0001B11
	biton0001B12
	biton0001B13
	biton0001B14
	biton0001C01
	biton0001C02
	biton0001C03
	biton0001C04
	biton0001C05
	biton0001C06
	biton0001C07
	biton0001C08
	biton0001C09
	biton0001C10
	biton0001C11
	biton0001C12
	biton0001C13
	biton0001C14
	biton0001D01
	biton0001D02
	biton0001D03
	biton0001D04
	biton0001D05
	biton0001D06
	biton0001D07
	biton0001D08
	biton0001D09
	biton0001D10
	biton0001D11
	biton0001D12
	biton0001D13
	biton0001D14
	biton0001E01
	biton0001E02
	biton0001E03
	biton0001E04
	biton0001E05
	biton0001E06
	biton0001E07
	biton0001E08
	biton0001E09
	biton0001E10
	biton0001E11
	biton0001E12
	biton0001E13
	biton0001E14
	biton0001F01
	biton0001F02
	biton0001F03
	biton0001F04
	biton0001F05
	biton0001F06
	biton0001F07
	biton0001F08
	biton0001F09
	biton0001F10
	biton0001F11
	biton0001F12
	biton0001F13
	biton0001F14
	biton0001G01
	biton0001G02
	biton0001G03
	biton0001G04
	biton0001G05
	biton0001G06
	biton0001G07
	biton0001G08
	biton0001G09
	biton0001G10
	biton0001G11
	biton0001G12
	biton0001G13
	biton0002A03
	biton0002A04
	biton0002A05
	biton0002A06
	biton0002A07
	biton0002A08
	biton0002A09
	biton0002A10
	biton0002A11
	biton0002A12
	biton0002A13
	biton0002A14
	biton0002B01
	biton0002B02
	biton0002B03
	biton0002B04



