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Economic and Social Council (resolution 2022/12)

Follow-up to the Fourteenth United Nations Congress on
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and preparations for
the Fifteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice

The General Assembly,

Emphasizing the responsibility assumed by the United Nations in the field of
crime prevention and criminal justice in pursuance of Economic and Social Council
resolution 155 C (VII) of 13 August 1948 and General Assembly resolution 415 (V)
of 1 December 1950,

Acknowledging that the United Nations congresses on crime prevention and
criminal justice, as major intergovernmental forums, have influenced national
policies and practices and promoted international cooperation in that field by
facilitating the exchange of views and experience, mobilizing public opinion and
recommending policy options at the national, regional and international levels,

Recalling its resolution 46/152 of 18 December 1991, in the annex to which
Member States affirmed that the United Nations congresses on crime prevention and
criminal justice should be held every five years and should provide a forum for, inter
alia, the exchange of views between States, intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations and individual experts representing various professions and disciplines,
the exchange of experiences in research, law and policy development and the
identification of emerging trends and issues in crime prevention and criminal justice,

Recalling also its resolution 57/270 B of 23 June 2003 on the integrated and
coordinated implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of major United
Nations conferences and summits in the economic and social fields, in which it
stressed that all countries should promote policies consistent and coherent with the
commitments of major United Nations conferences and summits, emphasized that the
United Nations system had an important responsibility to assist Governments in
staying fully engaged in the follow-up to and implementation of agreements and
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commitments reached at major United Nations conferences and summits and invited
the intergovernmental bodies of the United Nations system to further promote the
implementation of the outcomes of major United Nations conferences and summits,

Recalling further its decision 74/550 A of 13 April 2020, in which it noted with
concern the situation concerning the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and decided to
postpone the holding of the Fourteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention
and Criminal Justice, and its decision 74/550 B of 12 August 2020, in which it decided
to hold the Fourteenth Congress in Kyoto, Japan, from 7 to 12 March 2021 and
requested the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to give high
priority at its thirtieth session to considering the declaration of the Fourteenth
Congress, with a view to recommending, through the Economic and Social Council,
appropriate follow-up by the General Assembly at its seventy-sixth session,

Recalling its resolution 76/181 of 16 December 2021, in which it endorsed the
Kyoto Declaration on Advancing Crime Prevention, Criminal Justice and the Rule of
Law: Towards the Achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
adopted by the Fourteenth Congress, and requested the Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice to review the implementation of the Kyoto
Declaration under the standing item on its agenda entitled “Follow-up to the
Fourteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and
preparations for the Fifteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice”,

Encouraged by the success of the Fourteenth Congress as one of the largest and
most diverse forums for the exchange of views on and experiences in research, law
and policy and programme development between States, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations and individual experts representing various
professions and disciplines,

Stressing the importance of undertaking all preparatory activities for the
Fifteenth Congress in a timely and concerted manner,

1.  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the follow-up to the
Fourteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice and
preparations for the Fifteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice;!

2. Reiterates its invitation to Governments to take into consideration the
Kyoto Declaration on Advancing Crime Prevention, Criminal Justice and the Rule of
Law: Towards the Achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, ?
adopted by the Fourteenth Congress, when formulating legislation and policy
directives and to make every effort, where appropriate, to implement the principles
contained therein in conformity with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations;

3. Welcomes the initiative of the Government of Japan to work with the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, and through the Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice, in ensuring appropriate follow-up to the
implementation of the Kyoto Declaration;

4.  Requests the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, in
accordance with its mandate, to continue implementing the appropriate policy and
operational measures for the follow-up to the Kyoto Declaration, including through
the holding of intersessional thematic discussions to facilitate the sharing of
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information, good practices and lessons learned among Member States and relevant
stakeholders, subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources;

5. Decides to hold the Fifteenth United Nations Congress on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice in 2026, without prejudice to the timing of
subsequent United Nations congresses on crime prevention and criminal justice and
with a view to maintaining the five-year cycle of the congresses, in the light of the
intensive follow-up process undertaken by the Commission on Crime Prevention and
Criminal Justice in the implementation of the Kyoto Declaration;

6. Invites Member States to provide their suggestions in relation to the
overall theme, the agenda items and the topics for the workshops for the Fifteenth
Congress, and requests the Secretary-General to include those suggestions in the
report on the follow-up to the Fourteenth Congress and preparations for the Fifteenth
Congress to be submitted to the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice at its thirty-second session;

7. Recommends that, building on the experience and the success of the
Fourteenth Congress, all efforts be made to ensure that the overall theme, the agenda
items and the topics for the workshops for the Fifteenth Congress are interrelated and
that the agenda items and workshop topics are streamlined and limited in number, and
encourages the holding of side events that are focused on and complement the agenda
items and workshops;

8.  Requests the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice to
approve at its thirty-second session the overall theme, the agenda items and the topics
for the workshops for the Fifteenth Congress;

9.  Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its
seventy-eighth session a report on the implementation of the present resolution.
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