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The meeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m. 6. Gender was also being mainstreamed in the Bank’s
World Development Repoon poverty, to be issued in the
) year 2000. It also expected to launch in 2004Varld
Agenda item 103: Advancement of womeigcontinued) Development Reportdevoted entirely to gender in

(A/53/38/Rev.1, A/53/72-S/1998/156, A/53/87, development.
A/53/95-S/1998/311, A/53/167, 203, 318, 354, 363, 376 ) ,
409 and 447) 7. With regard to lending, some 35 per cent of the Bank’s

. . portfolio addressed gender issues, especially in the social and
Agenda item 104: Implementation of the outcome of  gqyicultural sectors but also, increasingly, in sectors such as
the Fourth World Conference on Women(continued) jnfrastructure. Apart from assistance to girls’ education, its
(A/53/72-S/1998/156, AI53/87, AI53/95-S/1998/311  jpjtiatives included the safe motherhood programme and
and A/53/308) microfinancing for poor households, with womaacounting

1.  Ms. Fong(World Bank) said that poverty reduction wagor over 70 per cent of the beneficiaries of the latter
at the heart of the World Bank’s mission. Increasinglprogramme.

recognizing that gender was an important part of poverg/  The Bank was also transforming itself into a knowledge
reduction strategies and programmes, the Bank Wg§nk that could share know-how and experience with clients
mainstreaming gender in its research and analysis and indfsy partners across the world. It had created a gender Web
lending and training programmes. page with links to other key gender Web sites, developed a

2. Atthe Beijing Conference, the President of the Barikaining package on gender, staff networks and thematic
had made a commitment to girls’ education, in support of tH0UPS, set up a capacity-building programme and conducted
goal that by the year 2010 all girls would be able to complef@&minars to enhance knowledge of gender issues.

primary education and an equal n'umber of boys and gids  The Bank had made substantial progress in the past
WOU"?' go onto seco'n'dary education. The Bank would Rgree years in mainstreaming gender in poverty reduction,
devoting some $900 iffion per year to that goal by the endexpanding its activities related to gender in development, and

of the decade. Lending for girls’ education had increasggeating fruitful partnerships throughout the development
substantially and 31 countries weeeiving assistance. Thecommunity.

Bank was working in that area with the United Nations Mr. Y b i
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Educationaﬂ;o' _ M. Yacoubou (_Benm) note(_j t_hat_161 States were
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (with regarHart'es to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

to statistics), non-governmental organizations, |OCQ|scr|m|r_1at|on against Women and that, despite th_e
authorities and women’s groups. reservations entered by 54 of those States, the Convention

was almost universal. That was cause for celebration, since
3. The Bank's approach to development focused on socige Convention was the legal frame of reference for women’s
political, cultural and environmental aspects. It not only deglights. His country had acceded to the Convention without
with macroeconomics, it also empowered people. reservations and urged other countries to follow suit on the

4. Inthe 1998 financial year, over half the Bank’s countrgccasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal
assistance strategies, the main vehicle in its dialogue wigclaration of Human Rights.

Governments and civil society, including non-governmentah . His Government welcomed the reorganization of the
organizations, had addressed gender. Those strategies vajgfk of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
from country to country and the Bank was currently reviewinggainst Women, which now held pre-session meetings in
themin order to learn from those that had addressed gendgjich the specialized agencies and non-governmental
effectively. organizations took part.

5. The Bankwas currently preparing, in cooperation with |t also welcomed the improvement of the status of
civil society and development experts, a policy re;ear%men in the Secretariat and the excellent report presented
report on gender and development, to be launched in Juiethat subject (A/53/376). It urged the various departments

2000, designed to strengthen the conceptual links betwagrnsure the training and retraining of staff members able to
gender, public policy and development. By mcorporatmgrymy for vacancies.

gender as a central tool in economic analysis, the Bank hope hil fici d il db
to show how to enhance the equity, efficiency angS:  Whiletrafficinwomen and girls was caused by poverty,

sustainability of development policies and programmes. traditional or customary practices affectmg the|r heaIFh were
based on cultural beliefs and factors which information and
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awareness-raising could help to eradicate in favour of less 19. Since its establishment, SADC had focused on human
risky practices that had the same symbolic value. development, enterprise creation, capacity-building and, more

14. His country was determined to ensure dipaetween recently, productivity. It had, however, become aware that
(?]nder equality was essential to development and had

men and women and to enhance the status and role of wom&

It could claim a number of achievements in implementing tH"0arked on an ambitious programme that should enable it

Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement &P re_v(TrS(_a genderhimbalanche in the re?ion in t?ehshortest
Women and the Beijing Platform for Action: the regulafP©SSiPle time. To that end, the Heads of State of the SADC

holding of national campaigns to raise awareness of meffUNtries had signed in September 1997 a declaration on

and women's issues and seminars which were well report3gder and development which had served as a basis for the
plan of action for gender in the region.

in the press; the creation of an independent Ministry for thqaraﬂ
Status of Women and Social Affairs; an increase in the 20. After the Beijing Conference, SADC had identified the
number of women at the highest levels of the Government; main problems facing the region: insufficient mechanisms to
and equal pay for men and women. promote the advancement of women; inequality between
yomen and men in decision-making and access to productive

to ensure gender equity; in particular, traditional educati(?r?t'v't'es and resources; inequality in economic structures and

and the matrimonial property regime favoured men. AverR/O“C'eS; mat_jequate pr_otectlon of women and girls; and
patriarchal society could only change gradually. peace, conflict resolution and management. It had also
produced a report on gender activities which had been widely

16. The objectives of the Fourth World Conference ogyrculated. It should be noted that each member country had

Women could only be achieved through integrated measurggawn up its own plan of action or was in the process of doing
and his country therefore fully supported the efforts of thg,

Special Adviser on Gender Issues and Advancement of _ . .
Women to integrate women in all activities of the agenci In November 1997 SADC, in cooperation W!th_
of the United Nations system, including the Bretton Wooolg_NlFEM' had _orgamzed avery success_ful expoftrade fair in
institutions. That inter-agency cooperatidrosild, of course, Zimbabwe which had_ been_lntended togive exposure to goods
feature an accountability component so that objectives aHﬁ)duced by women in the informal sector and to facilitate the

results could be compared and activities reoriented ' (rjman_orl]_ 0:; trade links within the region and with
necessary. industrialized countries.

17. His delegation was very interested in the experien&g' In February 1998' th_e SAD(b_untr_ies had partici_pated
acquired in the context of the United Nations countrin @ workshop organized in Zambia aimed at enabling them
cooperation framework for Mozambique, which might be integrate gender issues and concerns in their national plans
use to other countries and contribute to the attainment of tHEaCtmn relatlng'to the env!rpnment, land management, and
Beijing objectives; its implementation could benefit from thihe combat against desertification.

support of UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, UNIFEM and other 23. InMark®$98, SADC had organized in South Africa,
United Nations bodies. in connection with International Women’s Day, a regional

18. Ms. Shawa (Malawi), speaking on behalf of thecom‘erence on prevention of violence against women, aimed

member States of the Southern African Developmeﬁf raising public awareness of probllems relating to spch
Community (SADC), noted with satisfaction that at ité"OI_ence in southerp Afrlca and mgkmg the Year a period
substantive session in July 1998 theoEomic and Social dedicated to combating |t..The participants in the Conference
Council, in the context of its high-level debate on operationgf"d been able to share ideas aqd exchange experience not
activities, had discussed the implementation of the Beijin‘HIIy among themsfelves butalso W'_th representatives of other
Platform for Action and the role of operational activities iﬁ:ountrle.s apd to d'SCUSS_SU_Ch subjects as sexual h?‘ré‘ssme”t’
promoting capacity-building and resource mobilization fofloMestic violence, prostitution, rape, pography, femicide,
enhancing the participation of women in development. SAD e social, f:u!tural, economic and rel|.g|ous gontext of
endorsed the recommendations formulated on theasion. vplgnce, eX'St',ng legislation on the subject, tra|n|ng, and
It was also pleased to note that in resolution 1998/43 th@!sing of public awareness of the problem, particularly
Council had taken steps to address the feminization t&rough schools, the media and theatre.
poverty, a problem only too familiar in southern Africa. 24. Likewise in Mafdd98, SADC had organized in
Zimbabwe a women parliamentarian’'s workshop on violence
against women, at which member Governments had resolved

15. Despite those achievements, Benin still had much to
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to take legislative and educational measures and provide Caribbean, had launched a vast programme to combat
certain services to combat violence of that type. violence against women. Colombia, for its part, had

25.  In April 1998, SADC had participated in a consultativd€Veloped various programmes which were described in a
meeting on the launching and promotion of the femaf@PO't Which it had submitted to the Commission on Crime
condom held in South Africa and organized by UNAIDSPreventlon and C_rlmlnal Justl_ce at Vienna and to the Special
WHO and Population Services International. SADC haigapporteur on violence against women at Geneva.

decided that AIDS was a developmental issue and should be 30. His Government attached great importance to those
addressed in a wider context. In the same month, it had programmes because it believed that they constituted one of
participated in the ECA Conference on African Women and the best means of remedying the violence from which society
Economic Development held in Addis Ababa. had suffered so severely for decades. However, it was not

26. In June-July 1998, SADC had organized in Souﬁpoughto provide legal and social protection for women, they

Africa a conference on women and trade aimed at helpir'i@USt ‘_”“SO be enabled to play a role in t_he promotion of peace
women to maximize their participation in micro-trade, shal%nd dialogue and the settlement of ;omal confth;atEE_ was
experiences and documents, incorporate a gender perspeé?ﬂr%e(_:I on respect fqr the human being and any Q|scr|m|nat|on
into macroeconomic policies and bilateral and multilater&' vplence agalns_t women therefore hl_nd_ered the
agreements and formulate common strategies for advoca‘a}.ab“Shmem of a climate conducive to negotiations.

27. In June 1998, SADC had established within itél' The nationr_zll office _for equality between men and_
secretariat a gender unit whose responsibilities inclugd@™Men had established various programmes to promote social

coordinating and advising the secretariat on gender issuBg,age' ltdha? o_rg_anlzed regional anr(]j_ nhatlonal m(;eer:mgsl an?
mainstreaming gender in SADC sectoral developmeﬂ[O uced television programmes which stressed the role o

programmes and finalizing the draft SADC plan of aCtioﬁ_/_vomen_in scientific anc_i_artistic fie!ds and at f[he level of

The latter was intended to promote gender equality a _or_mat_|o_n and_ communities and their constructive presence
develop a policy and institutional framework for gendt—:‘\‘v'th'n civil society.

mainstreaming in the policies, programmes and activities of 32. Colombia was gratified that UNIFEM had established
SADC member States and in SADC structures and the SADC  networks of women in favour of peace in various countries
programme of action, cultivate a culture of equity between ofthe world, particularly in Africa, which had been hard hit
men and women and respect for women, facilitate gender by war. The women of that continent had helped consolidate
equality in access to economic structures and resourcesacepn their countries and reconstrucbeemies that were
promote female representation in decision-making structures, devastated by years of conflict. His Government supported
foster peace, evaluate the impact of war on women and those efforts and hoped that the international community
children, and monitor the implementation of the 1997 would do likewise.

Declaration on Gender Development and the programmeﬁ_ Ms. Arystanbekova (Kazakhstan) said that improving

action. the status of women and mainstreaming them were among the
28. SADC, which was committed to the implementation of most important aspects of social developmentijifige Be

the Beijing Platform for Action and couleach its goals with  Platform for Action, which defined the priority areas of

the help of its development partners, was looking forward to  action, afforded an opportunity for achieving gender equality
the convening of the special session of the General Assembly inall spheres, as did the system-wide medium-term plan for
in the year 2000. the advancement of wort®86—2001. Despite the political,

29. Mr. Ocazionez (Colombia) said that the Curremcultgral,financia_l and other problems which were impeding
financial crisis had grave implications for the situation otlhe |mplementa_t|on ofthat plan, the experience gained should
women, because it had been demonstrated that they WB?edF“y taken into account when draW|_ng up a new plan_.
always the first to lose their jobs and suffer from th(Q/Ientlon_should al_so be made of the ad_opt|on byth_e Econor_mc
deterioration of the social infrastructure in a countr)?nd Social Council (?f a‘é!reed concluspns on mainstreaming
Moreover, they were often victims of violence by men whg 9€nder perspective into all strategies and programmes,
were frustrated by the decline in their standards of living?ich should make it possible to achieve real progress. While
Colombia was affected by the scourge of violence and w §|c0m|ng the Progress made in thg representation O,f women
therefore gratified that, in 1997, UNIFEM, in collaboratiod” S€N!of posts in the Secretariat, her delegation was

with various other United Nations bodies, governments aﬁanc.ern(.ed about the situation in posts subject to geographical
civil society in countries of Africa, Latin America and thed'smb”t'on'
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34. While advances had been made recently in the sized businesses was more problematic, however, because
implementation of the decisions taken at the Fourth World ofthe absence of State legal support, mechanisms for loans
Conference on Women because society was becoming aware and for financingrourafde terms, and economic

of the need to eliminate the existing imbalances between men incentives. In view of the importance of international
and women in order to achieve harmonious development, cooperation in resolving such issues, her delegation requested
problems persisted. In that connection, the role of the the relevant programmes and funds of the United Nations
international instruments designed to promote the attainment  system, including UNIFEM, which had solid experience in
of the objectives defined at the Fourth World Conference on thatfield, to provide assistance to Kazakhstan. She expressed
Women should also be recognized. Kazakhstan had ratified the hope that the resumed session of the Economic and Social
the Convention, whout any reservations, and was counting Councill®99, devoted to the role of employment in

on the cooperation of the Committee on the Elimination of eradicating poverty, would make it possible to find innovative
Discrimination against Women and the Division for the solutions to that urgent problem.

Advancement of Women for the practical implementation %16 Ms. Mekhemar (Egypt) said that since the holding of

the provisions of the Conveption. In the cpntext of buildin%e Beijing Conference, remarkable advances had been made
democracy and an open SOC'e'.[y’ the Pres'o.'e”t. of Kazakhsﬁ(f\ romoting and demarginalizing women and in applying the
had put forward a comprehensive democratization program

, : L . ) o i inciple of gender mainstreaming in all the activities of the
covering elections, political parties, parliament, civil society, nited Nations and its agencies. The Economic and Social
Lf\]/(i{:]udlual sgls:en:r,]the ft?tus (;f women a{;]d tTDe m‘?‘j’s rtni uncil had made laudable efforts in that regard, in particular

! re%art ° the st ;Jhs ° Iwomﬁn, € .lre5| enbl en it had decided to emphasize the feminization of poverty
proposed strengthening Ihe role ot the councit on pro erHﬁring the 1999 debate on the eradication of poverty and had

of the family, women and population policy and eVemualIMnderscored the role the United Nations system must play in

transforming it into a special commission on women ﬁelping Governments to meet their obligations under
problems. He had also proposed specific measur'ﬁternationalinstruments
I .

particularly increasing the representation of women in a
organs of power, stepping up the campaign to combdf- Egypt, having understood since the end of the nineteenth
violence against women and creating the conditions for t§&ntury that there could be no real development without the
establishment of a bank to grant loans to women. A natiordlual participation of both sexes, had always given priority
plan for the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Actiorf© the rights of women, by safeguarding them in its
had been drawn up and approved. Representatives of fnstitution and ensuring gender etjtyan both health care
council and other womenison-governmental organizationsand education. Egypt was also implementing all the
had participated actively in various conferences arf@nventions relating to the rights of women and had drawn
workshops at the national, regional and international level4 & national plan of action to implement the Beijing Platform
concerned in particular with the development of mechanisrf@ Action.

for the formulation of national plans of action and the analysigg. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination

of the obstacles impeding the full participation of women iggainst Women had in 1998 considered a report on
political, economic and social life, women and militaryeservations to the Convention and decided at its seventeenth
conflicts, and trafficking in women. session to make a statement on the occasion of the

35. Within the context of cooperation with internationafommemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal
organizations and programmes and funds of the Unit&gclaration of Human Rights regarding those reservations,
Nations system, her Government and UNDP had Signed)grticularlyto article 2 of the Convention. As to the position
microcredit project designed to provide assistance to womdfat the human rights treaties by their very nature could not
create a working model for replication in other fields anf€ subject to reservations, her delegation believed that no
ensure training and the advancement of women. However, tRigtinction could be made between the human rights
project was being implemented in only two of the five planneistruments and other treaties. Treaty law, especially the
regions of Kazakhstan because of insufficient financiienna Convention 0fl979, did not in factaccord any
resources. The national employment promotion programnf@rticular status to the human rights instruments in the matter
approved each year by her Government, included a spe@hireservations. Good progress had been made on the
section on the employment of women, who were entering tgtaboration of a draft optional protocol to the Convention on
labour market in increasing numbers. The situation wifthe Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against

regard to the development of women’s small and mediur¥/omen, but some crucial issues had not yet been taken up by
the relevant Working Group and it was therefore not possible
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to set an exact timetable for drafting and adopting the connection, the bilateral project between the Philippines and
protocol. Belgium on trafficking in women was a good example of a

39. Ms. Lacanlale (Philippines) said that she welcomeejomt initiative. Her Government was exploring the poskip

the continuing attention given by the United Nations system concluding similar agreements with other countries. Within
to the follow-up to and implementation of the Beijin the United Nations system, there had been various excellent

Declaration and Platform for Action, and was particuIarlﬂpit_iaﬂves to addres; _the_problem oftrafiicking in women and
pleased with the progress achieved in mainstreaming a gengdfdren- The Philippines called on the Inter-agency
perspective in United Nations activities. She endorsed th@Mmmittee on Women and Gender Issues to coordinate
recommendations of the Economic and Social Council GyStem-wide activities in that area.

operational activities as a means of promoting capacity- 41. Manytraditional and customary practices still existed
building and resource mobilization in order to enhance the thatwere harmful to the health of women and girls and were
participation of women in development, and especially the clearly violations of human rights, and her delegation was
inclusion of gender issues in the triennial policy review of pleased that Governments and the international community
operational activities for development. She especially were actively trying to eliminate them. To succeed in doing
commended UNIFEM for its strong advocacy of women’s  so would require education and public-awareness campaigns.
economic empowerment and its innovative activities atthe The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
grass-roots level. She endorsed the agreed conclusions drawn  Discrimination against Women remained a strong instrument
up by the Commission on the Status of Women regarding the for the protection of women'’s rights and would be further
four critical areas and encouraged Governments to refer to  strengthened if it were universally ratified by the year 2000.
them in preparing or updating their national action plans. She Her delegation urged States parties to withdraw their
also urged Member States which had not done so to prepare reservations to provisions of the Convention. It was
and submit their national action plans in time for the concerned over the large number of initial reports that were
preparations for the high-level review in the year 2000. overdue, and invited Member States to extend assistance to
Proper indicators had to be developed to determine whether the States parties that were unable to carry out their treaty
concrete, measurable changes had taken place in women’s obligations, particularly the least developed countries, by
lives. contributing to a trust fund for the purpose.

40. Trafficking in women and girls was an issue in which 42. The impact of the financial crisis on the general
her delegation had a keen interest because of the large number  population and particularly on its marginalized and vulnerable
of victims in the Pacific region. The Philippines strongly sectors, including women, was already being felt. The
condemned trafficking as a serious violation of human rights  feminization of poverty had become more acat®asec

and believed that problem could be fought only with opportunities became more limited. The economic crisis
international cooperation. Her delegation would therefore be  should be a harsh reminder to the international community
submitting another resolution on the issue and hoped thatit that it could not bide its time in implementing the
would receive broad support. The slow progress on the commitments it had made in Beijing.

problemhcoutldkbe ezp!;uned by thde gjliferenct:ﬁs in thgs  Ms. Barghouti (Observer for Palestine) said that the
approacnes taken and the ongoing debate on the 'Ssuegtpéntion given by the international community to the
prostitution and sexual exploitation. Focused measuresls aéivancement ofwomen, their integration in development and

be taken, especially in the areas of education abfeir human rights needed to be transformed into action in

consciousness-raising, training, advocacy, §oc!a| aSSiSFaﬂ?I‘ﬁlment of the objectives set by the Beijing Platform for
and legal reform. The breakthroughs in Inforrnl"‘t'o%:tion. Her delegation therefore welcomed the General
technology, and the development of the Internet, had greaﬂsembly’s decision to hold, in the year 2000, a high-level

facilitated trafficking. It was, of course, right to hesitate t?eview to assess the progress made in implementing the

take strong measures that would impinge on cert irobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of

fundamental freedoms, yet to safeguard those freedoms mig\/ men and the Beijing Platform for Action, and hoped that
unwittingly be to condone the violation of the human right e outcome of that session would be to adopt an innovative
of the trafficked women and children. Governments shou proach and action-oriented programme for the
join hands with civil society and the private sector to fin plementation for those important documents. Little
ways of preventing that useful means of communication fro ogress had been achieved worldwide in the advancement
being used for shameful purposes. Given the nature of t omen, who continued to suffer from inequality, violence,

problem, cooperation among States was essential. In tlB%\/erty, the negative effects of armed conflict and foreign
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occupation, and the violation of their basic rights. There had difficulties, particularly poverty, by which they were hardest
to be a political commitment on the part of Governmentsto hit, especially in rural areas. There was an urgent need,
finding solutions to those serious problems. therefore, to integrate them in development by facilitating

44. Palestinian women, who were striving for peacér’welr access to microcredit and land ownership through

freedom and prosperity, were faced with the harsh reality 8ppropr|at9 It_eglslatlon. T_he law on agrarian rgf_orm adopted
the continuing Israeli occupation, which was the maifly & Dominican Republic conferred on Dominican women
obstacle to their advancement. The building of illegal Israéﬁr_tr;]e fwst_ém:je ;he legal cafpacl;ty to OW? thﬁ plot ?f land g
colonial settlements, the confiscation of land and water affi"' |?rov_:_ ed the means of su stalnce or themse Vei a(;]
the recurrent closure of the occupied Palestinian territo er families. Non-governmental organizations ha

including Jerusalem, and other oppressive measures w %abhshed cooperatives in rural areas which acted as banks

adversely affecting the overall situation of Palestinian wome rwomen Wh(_) were unable to obtain finance for thelr_small_
Furthermore, the long years of occupation had led to gz?]rms and businesses. There was, however, a need to intensify

increase in the number of refugees and displaced persons,%ﬁ%rts in the field of education and with respect to women’s

breaking up of families, the deterioration of healtinditions, participation in political life. The electoral law had thus been

a decline in education and an increase in unemponmeﬂf.nende‘j to guarantee women a quota of seats in elected

Nevertheless, Palestinian women continued to participfﬁgw“mb“es and councils. A national commission had been

actively in the struggle for freedom and independencSStab”Shed to coordinate the follow-up to the Fourth World
‘onference on Women, and there were national plans of

Inspired by the principles of equality and social justice for aIF X ) . .
they sought to strengthen the role and functions of womerfi§tion for equality, development and peace, which defined the

institutions with a view to enhancing their effectiveness ipeasures the Dommpan G‘?V‘?mme”,t mgst'tak.e n ordgr to
mainstreaming women’s issues in policies, plans ar?d:hleve gendgr equallty,. eliminate discrimination against
programmes; to increase awareness among the IeadershiW(Hf]en and fu'f'l the commltments mage by the couniry at the

the importance of equity between the sexes in economic arr?cgmnal and international levels. Those hopeful portents
social planning; to mobilize the media andn-governmental shofuld pot, howevehr, obﬁcurehthe vlec!jry gravle Pr?b'em
organizations; and to increase women'’s representationciﬂn ronting Wom(.enF roug out the world, hamely violence

decision-making posts. As indicated in the report of th@ne ,Of the most |n5|d|ou§ forms bel'ng domesyc wolencg),

Secretary-General (E/CN.6/1998/2/Add.2), the status aFﬂjWh'Ch women were Su,bJeCtGd both in d‘?"e"’p'”g couptrles
living conditions of Palestinian women were closely linke@"d N thg developed ngnons. Her delegation welcomed n that
with the progress of the peace process. Consequently glcwnectlon the adoption of the Statute of the International

deterioration of that process would impede the progress%Irnlnal Court, Wh'Chj for the first tlmg, defined sexgal
which Palestinian women aspired. The internationgiMes perpetrated against women and children as war crimes.
?he also welcomed the efforts undertaken at the regional level

community, and in particular the United Nations, mus i i harmful traditional : hich
therefore continue to support Palestinian women and incred2¢\fica to eradicate harmful traditional practices whic

assistance to them during the current difficult phase of théffdermined the dignity of women and girls.
struggle for equality, development and peace. 4B1s. Sandru (Romania) said that her delegation wished
45. Ms. Aguiar (Dominican Republic) said that hert© associate itself with the statement by the representative of

country, which attached particular importance to the situatigif'stria on bEh?If ofthe European Un|oq, and th"?‘t she would
of women, had signed and ratified the Convention on tngrefore confine her remarks to certain specific aspects of
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.the issue. The fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of the

The Convention had proved to be an excellent means dpiversal Declaration of Human Rights provided the
promoting dialogue between the public institutionytemat'onal community with an opportunity to evaluate the
responsible for the integration of women in politicalcurrem situation of women’s rights, which were universal

economic, social and cultural life and civil societyhuman rights, and to give a new impetus to their promotion.

represented by non-governmental organizations WhiéHer delegation wished to emphasize in that respect the

brought together women from all strata of society with a vieffiPortance of the draft optional protocol to the Convention
to exchanging ideas on women's conception of their role afd the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
their ability to take charge of their own destinies. The internd0Men, whichwas to be finalized and adopted very shortly.

mechanisms provided for in the Convention had at least given 47. As a party to the Convention, Romania was particularly
women the right to be heard in a society dominated by men. keen to establish a constructive dialogue with the Committee
Women in the developing countries encountered many
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on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, and 53. That was the case in the Democratic People’s Republic
would shortly be submitting its fourth periodic report. of Korea, where women not only ernjieypdeequality, but
ﬁ\éso participated actively in the socio-political and economic

48. Romania’s national strategy reflected the efforts of th
Iéfe of the country.

international community to promote gender equality. Th
national plan of action for equal opportunities drawn up by 54. At the international level, the Democratic People’s
the Department for the Advancement of Women comprised Republic of Korea appreciated the efforts of United Nations
two sections: the first set out normative measures aimed at agencies, particularly UNIFEM, the United Nations
guaranteeing respect for women'’s rights, while the second Population Fund (UNFPA) and the United Nations
contained practical steps aimed at ensuring the de facto Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
exercise of those rights. Romania was setting up an (UNESCO), and hoped that additional funding would be
interdepartmental committee to review the implementation allocated in the future to agencies working for the
of the national plan of action. The various legislative advancementofwomen, particularly in developing countries.

measures aimed at enhancing women's economic status wege |, tackling violence against women, which constituted

accompanied byﬁadm(;mztrata/e measures to faSS'St t:?ﬁg most serious violation of their fundamental rights, the
women most affected by the economic reforms. Heio national community must focus particular attention on

Government believed that it was necessary to draft a NENE social origin of the problem, and take vigorous legal and

Labour Code incorporating provisions on equal opportuniti%%Cial measures to punish the perpetrators. In order to
for both sexes. eradicate the problem, it was also necessary to begin by
49. In 1996, the Romanian authties, deeply concerned educating young people.

by domestic violence, had established specialized structu It was important, in that connection, that the Japanese

o prevenF that phenomenon and to assist th? V|9t|ms, n Cloégvernment should recognize its responsibility for the sexual
cooperation with non-governmental organizations. slavery to which the “comfort women” had been subjected by

50. While it was the responsibility of Governments to the Japanese Government and military authorities during the
translate the recommendations of the Beijing Platform for Second World War, and that it should be willing to apologize
Action into reality, that goal could not be achieved without and offer compensation.

the assistance of the international community. Roman Mr. El-Humaimidi (Iraq) said that his Government

\éve!com(:ld cooperation W'th the dUnltedd Nalltlops, One exampifiached particular importance to the advancement of women
eing the programme aimed at developing msUtqun%d gender equality, as demonstrated by article 19 of the Iraqi

capacity in the field of women's rights which it haOIConstitution,ActNo. 191 of 1975, which stipulated equal

undertaken with the United Nation; Developmer]t Programrﬁﬁhts between men and women concerning financial benefits,
(UNDP). It also welcomed the project launched jointly by thg - 11, o Legislative Reform Act No. 35 of 1977, which

UnétEdNNDi['ons DeveLopmre]nt Fund.for \]{Vomen (l_iiN,IF'IEM)provided for the amendment of the laws and regulations in
an to strengthen the capacity of women Il 4.0 in order to tailor them to the need to create a society

d?]qshlql?-makmg ‘;nd, the UNIFEan;:Ua;Uvg fpr rurlill ;Vg;n?enbased on equality. In addition to being able to occupy the
which illustrated the importance of the decision take highest positions, Iraqi women, including those living in the

by the Execut|ve_ Board qf the United !\Iatlons Developme%motest areas, enjoyed numerous social benefits. However,
Programme/United Nations Population Fund to allow t e armed aggression in 1991 and the ensuing embargo,
countries of central and eastern Europe to benefit from tmich had continued for over eight years, had had serious

remarkable skills of UNIFEM in that area. Romania Waﬁonsequences for the advancement of women, who, apart from

committed to contributing to the preparatiqn of the Spedme physical and moral suffering which they endured, were no
session of the General Assembly to be held in the year Zo%)nger able to play their economic and social roles.

51. Mr Carranza (Guatemala), Vice-Chairman, took th%S. Despite those difficult conditions, Iraq had not reneged

Chair. on its obligations under the Convention on the Elimination
52. Mr. Rim Yong Chol (Democratic People’s Republic of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and
of Korea) said that, in order to achieve social equality ewdeged to submitits periodic reports; the first report had
between the sexes, it was vital to guarantee, not only in law  been submitt8®&and the second and third during the

but also in practice, equal participation by women in socio- previous week. A high-level national committee for the
political and economic activities. To that enaguntries must advancement of Iragi women, composed ofdgmtarnmental

adopt social policies and invest in the advancement of women. andowernmental bodies, had been established in June
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1997 as part of the international strategy for the advancement 62. Atthe global level, she noted with satisfaction the many
of women, adopted in accordance with the resolutions of the activities which had been carried out throughout the United
Fourth World Conference on Women and submitted to the Nations system with a view to implementing the outcome of
United Nations Secretariat in July 1997. the Fourth World Conference on Women. The National

59. The suffering endured by Iragi women as a result of tffgMmittee for the advancement of women in Viet Nam was
embargo was incompatible with the resolutions dfUrfently working on the second periodic report to be
international conferences on women whereby tr,%meltte_d k_)y h(_ar count_ryto the Committee on the Elimination
international community assumed a commitment to enhan®gDScrimination against Women (CEDAW) by the end of

the status of women, particularly in the fields of education arid? 2¢- Viet Nam commended the decision of the&emic
employment. In that regard, paragraph 145 (i) of the Beijir d Social _Councn to deyo_te s_peual attention to the causes
Platform for Action stated that measures should be taken wi| d remedies of the feminization of poverty.

a view to alleviating the negative impact of sanctions on 63. It was regrettable that many countries had not yet
women and children. The first measure to be taken in order submitted their national action plans or strategies as a follow-
to enable Iragi women to enjoy all their rights and play their up to the Beijing Platform for Action. In addition, the
pioneering role in society was to lift the economic embargmnwversion of policy declarations into concrete policies and

on the country. actions at both the national and the international levels
required not only political will but also adequate allocations
associated itself with the statement delivered by tH financial and human resources. It was th_erefore particularly
Indonesian representative on behalf of the Group of 77 aHHpor_tant to prom_ote the implementation of th? 20:20
China. initiative, as mentioned in paragraph 358 of theijiBg

Platform for Action.
61. The implementation of the Beijing Declaration and ) . .
Platform for Action was but a continuation of Viet Nam’s64' Mr. Hachani (Tunisia) resumed the Chair.
policy in favour of the advancement of Viethnamese women. 6Mrs. Camara (Guinea) said that adequate financial
Her country had established a National Committee for the resources were essential to ensure appropriate follow-up of
advancement of women, which had been assigned the task of the Fourth World Conference on Women; to that end the

formulating a national plan of action aimed at eliminating the  contributions to development agencies should be increased.

feimmlzanon .cf’.f poverty anbd emﬁowedrlgg \Igvomen.zgl@;plaga Her delegation appreciated the Secretary-General’s
algo set Zpeq Ic 'Far%ets to efac |eve| ythe year ' efforts to implement the strategic plan of action for the

alla, are uctionin the rate_ ot unemp qyment among Womep, - ovement of the status of women in the Secretariat and
in urban areas, the eradication of illiteracy among fema couraged him in his efforts to ensure that, by the year 2000,

Worker§ aged 15 .to 35, thg universalization _Of p”maryo per cent of the posts subject to geographical distribution
education and an increase in the number of girl pupils Would be held by women

secondary schools, as well as in the number of trained female

workers and of female members of elected bodies. As part®f- Applauding the quality of the field work carried out by
that national plan of action, her Government had created jbe United Nations Development Fund for Women
opportunities and income-generating activities for womefYNIFEM), her delegation believed that the Fund should
provided women with equal access to education, particulafigoperate even more closely with its partners. It would also
in literacy programmes, improved health care for women af® appropriate to strengthen the role and mandate of the
children and enhanced the role of women in leadershipternational Research and Training Institute for the
mechanisms. In that connection, she underlined that Viet Ndtfvancement of Women (INSTRAW), which required a
was one of the countries in the Asian Pacific region with th@able financial base.

highest rate of women representatives in the Nationg8. she supported all efforts to combat the traffic in women
Assembly. Her Government had issued special instructiogfd girls and said that the international community should

to the authorities at all levels in the country to pay dugarry out effective and coordinated action in that field.
attention to the training of women employees. Furthermor

with the assistance of the Netherlands Government and t t of 4 had tak ¢
International Labour Organization, a training and informatio?i vancement ot women and had taken measures 1o ensure

dissemination programme on the rights of women workepsender equality and ascertain that the rights of women (who
had come into operation in March 1998 constituted 51.3 per cent of the population) were integrated

into all national programmes. The increase in the number of

60. Mrs. Nguyen (Viet Nam) said that her delegation fully

. Her Government had established a mechanism for the
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women in decision-making positions demonstrated that there
was a will to ensure that women participated in the

improve the participation of womeliticalplde, the

National Commission for Equality, in cooperation with

management of public affairs. In 1996, the Government hadlitipal parties, non-governmental organizations, social

created a Ministry for social, women’s and children’s affairs,
which was responsible for the follow-up to the Beijing
Platform for Action and for elaborating the national policy for

the advancement of women; it had also established a national

fund to support women'’s activities and formulated a national
plan of action that constituted an integral part of the national

plan for human development and the Government’7$2

development strategy to the year 2010, the aim being'&
enhance legislation relating to the advancement an
protection of women, strengthen institutions, reinforce t

role of women in the family, as well as their social anE

partners and the Council of Europe, was organizing a seminar
to be held in Novenil®&8 on the participation of women
in political life. Her delegation welcomed the progress that

had been made in the elaboration of an optional protocol to
the Convention, which should contribute to the full
implementation thereof.

Pursuant to the Beijing Declaration and Platform for

tion, on 9 May 1996 the Croatian Government had
tablished the National Commission for Equality, and in
ecembed 997 had adopted the National Policy of Equality
hich incorporated an analysis of the status of women in

cultural role, improve the status of women and secure th%frroatia. That analysis had demonstrated that women were

economic advancement.

70. In cooperation with the United Nations Fund for
Population Activities (UNFPA), the Ministry was
implementing a project aimed at raising awareness among
girls who were either illiterate or school drop-outs on the
subject of health and reproduction. In cooperation with the
World Bank, it had provided non-governmental organizations
and various other groups with access to information and
means of reducing population growth and the spread of
sexually transmitted diseases. The United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) had also devised a project
on the participation of women in development. She expressed
her Government's gratitude to all of its partners in
development and its hope that it would continue to benefit
from international cooperation with a view to the successful
fulfilment of its task.

71.

consistently

insufficiently represented in posts of

respoitisyh particularly in political positions, and that
prejudice with regard to women persisted, regardless of the

legislation that had been adopted. The policy pursued by

Croatia therefore provided specific measures designed to

increasevblyément of women, improve their eeomic
situation, facilitateabe#ss to health care and education,
ensure respect for their rights and eliminate violence against
women in times of peace as well as war. Non-governmental
organizations had been invited to work with the National
Commission fditfEtpreards the implementation of that

policy. A Council of non-governmental organizations,

composed of five representatives, had been established in
April 1998 to support the work of the National Commission
for Equality. The latter had also established a special working
group to collect statistical data on women in all areas of

Ms. Siminovi¢ (Croatia) said that her country haosocial, political and economic life. Non-governmental

ratified the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of2rganizations and the State Agency for Statistics were also

Discrimination against Women, and, pursuant to article 13
of the Croatian Constitution, the provisions of therwention
had a higher legal status than national laws. Croatia wh

qvolved in that project. Furthermore, the Commission had
convened a joint meeting with the National Committee for
gucation in Human Rights in order to remove stereotypes

carrying out ongoing legal reform, and was careful to ensuf@™m School curricula and promote gender elifyavithin the

that laws which were in the process of being adopted, suld

as the draft law on family relations, were compatible with the  73.

Convention. In January 1998 the Croatian Government had

ﬁtional education system.

With regard to domestic violence, the Ministry of
Labour and Social Welfare was workinghomith

presented its initial report to the Committee on thgovernmental organizations to provide shelters for women
Elimination of Discrimination against Women. It had victims of domestic violence, and was currently organizing

welcomed the opportunity to engage in an open dialogue with

the Committee, and had appreciated the presence of domestic

non-governmental organizations. Her delegation welcomed
the Committee’s concluding comments, which had been
widely disseminated in Croatia and which had made an

a seminar on that issue, in which non-governmental
organizations had been invited to participate. A free
consultation and advisory service on legal and employment
issues was offered once a month by the Ministry of Labour
and Social Welfare. Her delegation joined others in

important contribution to the implementation of the welcoming the creation of the International Criminal Court

Convention. In accordance with the Committeeiggestions,
which included measures to eliminate stereotyping and

10

and the decision to include sexual crimes as a category of war

crime. With regard to the progress made in gender
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mainstreaming in United Nations policies and programmes, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights that

her delegation welcomed the efforts made in that respect by the human rights of women should be highlighted during the
the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Gender activities to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the

Issues and the Advancement of Women to achieve the goal Universal Declaration of Human Rights (A/53/38/Rev.1,
of parity between the sexes in the United Nations Secretariat. para. 465).

However, it regretted that women from countries in transitio% Her delegation endorsed the conclusions reached by the

continued to be underrepresented in the Secretariat, a(':]gmmission on the Status of Women at its forty-second
hoped that measures would be taken to correctthatsituatiggsSion which stated that it was the responsibility of

74. Her delegation wished to draw the attention of the Governments to combat all forms of trafficking in women and
members of the Committee to the challenges of the future with  girls9®8/27). Governments were urged to exchange
regard to reproductive health and the use of new methods of information on that subject and to create data collection
medically-assisted reproduction. In that regard, she noted that centres within Interpol, regional law enforcement agencies
in 1996 the @uncil of Europe had adopted the Convention and national police forces. It was also important that
on Human Rights and Biomedicine and an additional protocol Governmeaotddscarry out campaigns to raise women'’s

on human cloning, and that further additional protocols were awareness of their rights and enable them to take informed
currently under consideration. In Novemide&97, UNESCO decisions.

had adopted the Universal Declaration on the Human Geno She was encouraged that the Commission on Crime

and Human Rights. In view of the recent advances which haglo, e ntion and Criminal Justice had adopted, at its seventh

been ”?ade in that field, her deleggtion prOPosed that the Thggssion in April 1998, two resolutions to combat trafficking
Committee and other relevant United Nations hodfesuid in women and girls by the elaboration of new international

address t'he ISsue O_f new methods of medmglly-gsasti gtruments aimed at combating the illegal trafficking in and
reproduction and their impact on the reproductive rights

e ) ansportation of migrants. She hoped that Member States,
women and women'’s rights in general. for their part, would pass laws to fight against that problem
75. Ms. Brobbey (Ghana) said that her delegation andwould punish such crimes with all the severity which they
commended the work done by United Nations bodies, non- deserved.
governmental organizations, regional groups and States wi . Concerned by the situation of women in the Secretariat
a view to eliminating traditional or customary practices thasthe D '

: ointed out that, according to the report of the Secretary-
afiected the health of women and girls. She noted, howe\.’@eneral on that issue (A/53/376), in spite of the efforts made,

that the report of t.he Special Rgpporteur of th.e Commis&mere were few women at the senior level. The Secretary-
OXICNHAL,J/TSSWST%QS' tor; thwtolencrf aggmztt \évor;e%eneral had also pointed out that, at the current rate of
.( ) )in Icated that much remained to be do EFogress,equality between the sexes would not be achieved
in that respect. Her delegation welcomed the joint statem fore the year 2000 in the director category 2007 in the

szsyeg zy t-he W'grlddl:eallih Orlga-nlze;‘tm_n,- QNI%IIE\IFF?)T .th[?rofessional category. The review of the status of women in
nited Nations Fund for Population Activities ( ) Nthe organizations of the common system carried out by the

April 1997 on female genital ntilation. International Civil Service Commission at its forty-seventh

76. Ghana had demonstrated its commitment to sessionhad been justas discouraging. She called on Member
international conventions on the advancement of women by States to support the Secretary-General in his task by
outlawing certain traditional and cultural practices, including encouragingwomen in their countries to apply for positions
those relating to widowhood, and had enacted legislation on in the Professional category and above.

succession in order to protect the rights of WIdOWS angh. she expressed disappointment that the reports before
children. Furthermore, some non-governmental organlzatlora§e Third Committee made no mention of programmes aimed

in cqllaboratiqn with the G_overnment: had been eng"’1gedélf]educating men on the value and qualities of women. Nor
a dialogue with community leaders in that part of Ghang_ ¢ any mention made of men’s responsibilities in

where the Trokosi culture was practised. programmes aimed at ensuring the advancement of women,
77. Her delegation commended those States which had failings which should be rectified in the future.

ratified or acceded or succeeded to the Convention on tgs Mbugua (United Nations Population Fund

Elimination of All Forms of Di;crimination against Women, NFPA)), recalling that UNFPA's policy was based on the
and appealed to all those which had not yet done so to ra

. ible. It al dth b Inciples of gender equality and the empowerment of women
Itas soon as possible. Italso supported the proposal by fi€qqiained in the Programme of Action of the International

11
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Conference on Population and Development and on the tointegrate a human rights approach into its population and
Beijing Platform for Action, noted that in 1999 a five year development &ctw.

review and appraisal of implementation at the country Ievgls_ Ms. Lim (International Labour Office) commended the
of commitments made at the former would be undertaken, .\ e Inter-Agency Committee on Women and Gender

Sev_eral round tables and meetings of expert groups on % uality, chaired by the Special Adviser on Gender Issues and
subject of the advancement of women had already be Advancement of Women. and stressed that the

organ!zed_ to that end, with Fhe part|0|pat|on of Many,ternational Labour Organization (ILO) had participated
orgqmzatlons ar_1d representatives of various groups fro(:{Etivelyinthe Committee, most recently at a workshop on the
society. In April 1998 a ound table on adOlescemadvancementofwomen and their basic rights. In the context

reproductive health had been qrganized in New Y(_)r%fthe follow-up to the Fourth World Conference on Women
Another round table had been held in Kampala on the subjegwd to the World Summit for Social Development, in 1997

of ensuring reproductive rights, the empowerment of WOMEMl5 had launched its International Programme on More and

male involvemenit and human rights. In Novemti&e8 there etter Jobs for Women. That programme operated at both the

WOU!d al§o be a technlial Teetlrjrghon relprodluct|ve .hefdl tional and international levels and addressed particularly
services in emergency situations. The regional commissi linkages between women's employment, poverty,

of the. League of Arab.States had also undertaken Sim”&rjstainable development and the rational use of human
appraisal processes with the help of UNFPA. resources. It also aimed at demonstrating in practical ways

83. Although the results of the appraisal of the thatwomen’s employrhentdcontribute to the reduction
implementation of the Programme of Action of the ofchild labour and, working closely with representatives of
International Conference on Population and Development Governments, employers, workers and other groups in civil
were encouraging, much work nevertheless remained to be society, sought to identify national strategies and plans of
done in the promotion of gender editg women'’s rights, action in order to provide more and better jobs for women.
sexual hygiene and reproductive health. In that connection, The programme was of special importance in the context of
greater effort was necessary to meet the special needs ofthe globalization and the economic crisis, which affected many
girl child, ensure her education and eliminate the problem of countries. Indeed, the ILO World Employment Report,
female genital mutilation, which was the result of the 1998-1999 had pointed out that the number of unemployed
persistence of ancestral practices and which was harmful to  around the world had never been higher and there was every
the health and future of the girl child. In that context UNFPA indication that the number would continue to increase in the
was supporting education and communication activities for coming months. There was also reason to fear that women
parents, teachers and community leaders in order to create  would be the principal victims of that situation and would lose
awareness of the importance of educating girls and of the any gains made in the areas of equality and employment.

negative effects of early marriage and early childbirt%6 ILO had undertaken a study of prostitution in South-
®

st Asia which had revealed that a growing number of

men felt compelled to prostitute themselves for economic

sons. Given the crisis in that region and the increase in
employment, more and more women would probably be

ven into the sex trade sector, as would children forced to

84. UNFPA was especially alarmed by the problem of leave school because their parents wegenable to pay
violence against women. In cooperation with other for their education. Moreover, the drop in exchange rates
organizations, it was encouraging the adoption of laws and caused by the crisis meant that an increase in sex tourism was
was supporting a worldwide initiative aimed at eliminating to be expected. ILO was concerned that most countries did
such violence which, whatever form it took, prevented women not have a clear policy regardingupoos nor any

from making their own decisions in all areas of their lives and legislation to deal with that problem, especially adult
kept them from exercising their rights. UNFPA was also prostitution. ILO had made recommendations in that area,
encouraging men to show greater responsibility in the area  stressing that it was important that measures should be taken
of reproductive health, especially given the danger posed by not only to assist women and children who were compelled
HIV/AIDS. On balance, UNFPA was satisfied with its efforts  to prostitute themselves but also to deal with those who were
and with its cooperation with government organizations and responsible for their exploitation and who took advantage of
civil society, and would continue to advocate a comprehensive it. Lastly, she indicated that, in addition to those programmes,
and holistic approach to reproductive health by endeiging I1LO continued to support various activities aimed at

Reproductive and sexual health care was also being provi
for both girls and boys. One of the successful initiatives
eradicate harmful traditional practices such as female genitg
mutilation was a project spearheaded by elders in Ugan
which had won the 1998 United Nations Population Awar%TiT

12
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mainstreaming gender concerns into all its policies and States to make crime prevention one of the priorities of the
programmes, and had recently participated in meetings on the medium-term pldr®98~2001 bore witness to the
role of women in management and on their working importance they attached to that problem. The importance of

conditions in export-processing zones. the United Nations Congresses on the Prevention of Crime
and the Treatment of Offenders and the Naples Political
Agenda item 101: Crime prevention and criminal Declaration and Global Action Plan against Organized

justice (continued)A/C.3/53/L.2, L.3, L.4, L.8 and L.9) Transnational Crime should also be stressed. The Centre for
International Crime Prevention must be provided with more

Introduction of draft resolutions . . .
resources so that it could fulfil its mandate. In fact, it seemed

Draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.8: United Nations that programmes to combat crime had been among the most
African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and  strongly affected by the Organization’s financial diffitias.
the Treatment of Offenders The draft resolution contained some new elements,

87. Ms. Ukaeje (Nigeria), introducing draft resolution particularly in paragraphs 5, 7, 8, 11, 13 and 15. Two minor
A/C.3/53/L.8 on behalf of the Group of African States, saieVvisions should be made: in paragraph 7, the words “the civil
that the issue of crime prevention was particularly importaffCiety ~organizations, including non-governmental
to those countries and recalled, in that connection, paragrajganizations” should be replaced with the words “non-
29 and 30 of the Secretary-General's report on the Unit&gvernmental organizations and other relevant sectors of civil
Nations African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and th&0ciety”; and in paragraph 13, the words “the main text of the
Treatment of Offenders (A/53/381), which emphasized tifeonvention as well as of'rould be inserted after the words
detrimental effects of the increase in criminality in Africa and@ttention to the drafting of”.

the urgent need for crime prevention strategies and betg, Ms. Kaba Camara (Cote d’lvoire) said that her

coordination among law enforcement agencies and tBguntry wished to join the list of sponsors of the draft
judiciary at the regional and subregional levels. Thereforgsolution.

there would appear to be every justification to provide the
Institute with the necessary resources to assist member St&$@sisions on draft resolutions
in need of bringing up to date their criminal justice policies
and strengthening their criminal justice systems. Her
delegation hoped that the Secretary-General’'s report would
be welcomed and that the draft resolution would be adopted
without a vote. 90. The Chairman said that the draft resolution had no
programme budget implications and that the Economic and
Draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.9: Strengthening the United Social Council had recommended its adoption.
Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 91. Draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.2 was adopted.
Programme, in particular its technical cooperation
capacity

Draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.2: Preparations for the
Tenth United Nations Congress on theeention
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders

Draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.3: Transnational organized
88. Mr. Busacca (ltaly), introducing draft resolution crime
AIC.3/53/L.9, announced that Australia, Camen, Croatia, The Chairman said that the draft resolution, which the

Erancr:a, (l?/lecIJrgm,dGSreecde, (Br]ua:jtgmali, rl]sr?el, nyrgyZSt@:onomic and Social Council had recommended for adoption,
Resot 0, atahan weden ha J?mﬁ the k'jto SF}O”S_OF%d no programme budget implications. However, it did have
ecognizing the serlousn-ess 0 _t € probiem 9 cr %plications for conference services. In that connection, he
throughout the world, the United Nations had established t called the budgetary provisions for the biennium
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme for th&yge 1999 described in annex Il of the report of the
primary purpose .Of encou.rfaglng cooperation angommission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, which
strengthening the national capacities of Member States to deaf - that provision had been made not only for meetings
with that phenomenon. In collaboration with the Commissio rogrammed at the time of budget preparation but also for
on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, the Centre f eetings authorized subsequently, provided that the number

Internatl_onal Crime Prevennor.l, desplt_e Its reSOUrceq distribution of meetings were consistent with the pattern
constraints, had played a leading role in elaborating g

eetings established in past years.
programme for the establishment of national standards aan g _ pasty
a framework for international action. The decision of Membeé}3.  Draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.3 was adopted.

13
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Draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.4: Mutual assistance and Sweden, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukraine, Uruguay and
international cooperation in criminal matters Venezuela had joined the list of sponsors when the draft had

94. The Chairman said that the draft resolution had nobeen introduced, and announced that Congo, Equatorial

programme budget implications and that the Economic aﬁ?tyigea, I;thiopia, Guinea, Ilndia, Is(;ael, Micronesia
Social Council had recommended its adoption. (Federated States of), Nepal, Rwanda, Sierra Leone,

) Singapore, Sudan and the former Yugoslav Republic of
95. Draftresolution A/C.3/53/L.4 was adopted. Macedonia had also joined the list of sponsors.

. i , . 102. Ms. Aguiar (Dominican Republic) announced that
Agenda item 102: International drug control (continued) Cameroon gl]\/lalta( New Zealand pthe R)ussian Federation

(A/C.3/53/L.7) Thailand and the United States of America had joined the list
Draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.7: International cooperation of sponsors of the draft resolution.

against the world drug problem 103. Draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.6 was adopted.

96. Mr. Albin (Mexico), introducing draft resolution . . .
AIC.3/53/L.7, said that Bangladesh, Belgium, Cameroon, tI%‘(QA" Th.e Chqlrman said that. the Committee had completed
(tjs consideration of agenda item 100.

Dominican Republic, Kyrgyzstan, Namibia and Zambia ha
joined the list of sponsors, bringing the total number ofhe meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.
sponsors to 99.

97. The outcome of the twentieth special session of the
General Assembly had been the result of negotiations and
dialogue among Member States. Undoubtedly, the documents
adopted would guide the actions taken to combat a
phenomenon that knew no boundaries and posed a serious
threat to societies, and particularly to young people.

98. The large number of countries sponsoring the draft
resolution bore witness to the international community’s spirit
of cooperation and its desire to strengthen the relevant United
Nations mechanism to improve its capacity to take action
against the scourge of drugs.

99. The preamble of the draft resolution outlined various
aspects of the world drug problem and the outcome of the
special session, and the operative part was divided into four
sections. The text reflected the consensus reached in June, and
he hoped that it would be adopted by consensus.

100. Ms. Kaba Camara (Cote d'lvoire) said that her
country wished to join the list of sponsors of the draft
resolution.

Agenda item 100: Social development, including
guestions relating to the world social situation and to
youth, ageing, disabled persons and the family
(continued)A/C.3/53/L.6)

Draft resolution A/C.3/53/L.6: The International Year of
Older Persons, 1999

101. The Chairman said that the draft resolution had no
programme budget implications. He recalled that Algeria,
Antigua and Barbuda, Armenia, Bolivia, China, Croatia,
Denmark, Egypt, Guatemala, Ireland, Kazakhstan, Monaco,
Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay, San Marino, South Africa,
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