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The meet ing was c:alled to  order  at  3.203..

AGENDA ITEM 95, ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMlNATION  AGAINST WCMN
( c o n t i n u e d )  ( A / 4 2 / 3 ,  A / 4 2 / 3 0 ,  A / 4 2 / 3 0 3 ,  A / 4 2 / 6 2 7 )

AGEM)A  ITEM 96: lQRWARD-LOOKING  STRATEGIFS  R)R THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN ‘l-0  THE
YEAR 2000 (cont inued)  (A/42/3,  A/42/516,  A/42/528, A/42/597/Rev  .l)- - -

AGEWA  ITEM 97; INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITU’TE  FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF WCMENz  REPORT OF Tm SECRETARY-GENWAL  (continueA)  (A/42/3, A/42/444)

1. Mrs.  RAMOS  SHARANX  ( P h i l i p p i n e s )  r e c a l l e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n
arr iv ing at  a  consensus on the Pbward-looking Strategies  for  the Advancement  of
V&xnen,  a  d o c u m e n t  w h i c h  w a s  s t i l l  r e l e v a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  etrenned  t h e  i n s e p a r a b i l i t y
o f  t h e  g o a l s  of  e q u a l i t y ,  development  a n d  p e a c e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  obJective
of the advancement of wanen, thereby making the  s trategiee  a  focal  point .  for
internat ional  co-operat ion and understanding in  that  area.  The Strateqiea also
stressed the impact on women of such international dcvelopnentu  as programmea to
d e a l  w i t h  t h e  debt c r i s i s . T h e y  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  eituations  f a c i n g
women in  var ious par tss o f  the world, the need for  nat ional  machinery to  integrate
women in devel.opnent  and the potential of Informal networking among women’s
qroupa. Iaetly, t h e y  contained a  meseage of  h o p e  t h a t  w o u l d  inepire  f u t u r e
generat ions .

2 . Her own country was implementing ‘:he  S t r a t e g i e s  b y  seekinq t o  r a i s e  w o m e n ’ s
consciousness,  abol  ieh dieciminatory lawa, hiake wcxnen eo3nomically  m o r e  prOdUCtives
improve sex-dif ferent iated data, improve the qua1 i ty  of  fami ly  1 i fe ,  reduce  the
f e r t i l i t y  r a t e  a n d  r e m o v e  dircrimination i n  t h e  f a m i l y  c o d e .

3 . Her delegat ion supported United Nations ef for  ta to  inati tut ional ize  the
Strategies  and welcaned  the central  role  ass igned to  the Commiss ion on the Statue
o f  W o m e n ,  w h o s e  r e a l i s t i c  anil  a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d  a p p r o a c h  r i g h t l y  g a v e  p r i o r i t y  t o
real ist ic goals. She also welcomed efforts to develop a system-wide medium-term
plan on wanen and development in the United Nations  a8 a framework for mcnitorinq
the. implementation of the Strategies.

4 . She regretted the  alow proqreas  in  the  United Nations  in  giv ing priori ty  to
women’8 programr.es  a n d  s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s , partic-wlarly  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  growinq  crisis
for women p3ned in many countries by deter iorating  political and economic
c o n d i t i o n 8  r e s u l t i n g  i n  p o v e r t y , m a l n u t r i t i o n ,  d i s e a s e , crime, unemployment and the
l i k e . The support  for  eocial and women’8  i ssues  must therefore  come not  only  from
delegmtions  b u t  a l s o  f r o m  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t , which should  m a k e  b e e t  uue o f  its
l imited resources  to  deal  more ef fect ively ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  hian, w i t h  s o c i a l  iaauea  i n
co-oper¶tlon  w i t h  d e l e g a t i o n s .

5. She supported the request  of  the  Canmittee  on the Eliminat ion of  Al l  Forma 3f
D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  -en f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  m e e t i n g s  t o  h e l p  i t  r e d u c e  it8 back.og
o f  r e p o r t s  a w a i t i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n , a n d  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  Canmittee’e efforts to
rat ional  ize i t s  procedures . She aleo  stresned the importance of  act ion-oriented
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retear ch, training and publ ic  information rl :, i n q  t o  i n c r e a s e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f
w a e n  i n  t h e i r  sucieties,  a n d  g r e a t l y  apprcc ted the act iv i t ies  of  INSTBAW in that
ccrrnection. INBTRAW  should further  s trengthen i t s  network-bui lding capaci ty  in
o r d e r  t o  e n a b l e  c o u n t r i e s  t o  m a k e  f u l l  u s e  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e . She welcomed the
useful work done by the Ulited  Nations Develop. mt Fund for Women in helping wanen
i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  t o  f u l f i l  t h e i r  hrnnan  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p o t e n t i a l  t h r o u g h
1 ivel ihood  prograemnes.

6 . Last ly ,  nhe urge4 the Third Committee  to  examine the social  cost  in  many
c o u n t r i e s , partiarlarly  the poor  developing countr ies  of  adjustment  pol.icies
formulated to meet debt-srrvicing ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  n e e d  f o r
g r e a t e r  s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  b e t t e r  u s e  o f  l i m i t e d ;  r e s o u r c e s  a n 4  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g
the qual i ty  of  human life.

7 . Ms. BORGES (Uruguay) said her delegation was pleased to  note that the work of
the Internat ional  Research and Training Inst i tute  for  the Advancement  of  Warnen  had
e x p a n d e d  s i n c e  i t  h a d  l a s t  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  General  A s s e m b l y  a t  i t s  f o r t i e t h
s e s s i o n . The progranune had been strengthened in three important spheres;
improvement  of  basic stat is t ics  and indicators  relat ing to  women) quest ions
relat ing to  pol icy  analys is  at  macro-econcxnic  and micro-economic levelsr  and the
role of women in development, i n c l u d i n g  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  a n d  s a n i t a t i o n ,  a g r i c u l t u r e
and food, industry an& new and renewahle sources of energy. The work had been
carried out  in  co-operat ion wi th Vnited  Nations  development  ass is tance and with
governmental and non-governmental organizations,  the programmes were designed to
translate  the  Nairobi  Forward-looking Strategies  into  act ion at  internat ional ,
regional  and national  level*. T h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  i t s  m a n d a t e ,  h a d  g i v e n
prior i ty  to  work on methodologies  to  improve and expand stat i s t ical  information
wi th  n v i e w  t o  a  b e t t e r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  wanen’s  r o l e  irl d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  t o  e s t a b l i s h
a  s u i t a b l e  s t a t i s t i ca l  b a s e  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o l i c i e s ,  p l a n n i n g  a n d
progrsmning,  i n c l u d i n g  t e c h n i c a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .

8. The Inst i tute  had carried out  research into  women’s work in  rura l  and urban
a r e a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  h a d  b e e n  s t u d i e d  a t  a
meeting of  experts  on women’s earnings and participetion  in  the informal  sector,
organized by INSTBAW in co-operation with the Wited  Nations Statistical office and
ECLAC . It  was esrnntiel  to  adopt  a  pragmatic  approach in  amlying the f indings  of
the exper ta to development act. ivit ies, in  which wancrl  should be  ful ly  integrated.

9 . A n  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ’ s  activities  r e l a t e d  t o  t r a i n i n g . The
Insti tutt ‘II programme focused on four main groupe of activity , smmar  ized in
paragraph 64 o f  the report  annexed to  documer  t  A/42/444,  which alao set  forth the
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ’ s  p r o g r a m m e  o f  a c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  b i e n n i u m  1986-1987.  T h e
r e p o r t  m e n t i o n e d ,  i n t e r  a l i a ,  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Latin A m e r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e
for  Bccnanfc  and Social  Planning (ILPES)  and announced that  a seminar wan to  be
organixed  in  November 1987  at  Quito ,  for  the tidean region.

10. Uruway  had recent ly  formed a  nat ional  lnstltute for  women,  pursuant  to
D e c r e e  229/1987, wi th  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e l e v a n t  m i n i s t r i e s  a n d
i n s t i t u t i o n s , and with the task of  apprais ing the situation  of  women in  Uruguay,
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promoting the adopt ion of  legis lnt iv t  or  other  measures to enhance women’s
part ic ipat ion in  dtcision-making  and proposing mc!asures required to  implement
d e c i s i o n s  t a k e n  a t  w o r l d  a n d  r e g i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  relatirg  t o  w o m t n ’ o  matters. In
a d d i t i o n , the Government had decided to make a symbolic, albeit modest,
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  $US 800  tb t h e  I n s t i t u t e ’ s  F u n d .

11. M r .  Dirar  ( S u d a n )  t o o k  the C h a i r .

1 2 .  M r .  MINJZT ( O b s e r v e r , Internat ional  Labour  Office)  s tressed the fact  that  women
wanted to wcrk and that their proportion in the working population was on the
r i s e . II.0 had formulated a plcn of action to promote equa’l ity hetween men and
women in  the workplace,  part icularly  in  respect  of  equal  opportunity  and salary,
and IM’s &ct.ivitieR were constantly  monitored with a  v iew to  improving i ts  current
p o l i c i e s  a n d  progrannnts i n  t h a t  a r e a . Particular  s tress  waa placed on improving
the econanic  and social  status of  wanen workers ,  e l i m i n a t i n g  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t
them, and helping Governments and arganizations of employers and workers to
strengthen pol ic ies  geared to  increas ing equal i ty  of  opportunity  and remunerat ion.

13. IM was strengthening i t s  co-operat ion with the United Nations  and i ts
agencies  by providing new data  to  help  promote their  act iv i t ies  relat ing to  women
and employment, to  help mobilize  publ ic  opinion to  appreciate  women’s problems and
to part ic ipate  in  the planninq and execut ion of  the  act iv i t ies  and programmes
i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  S t r a t e g i e s . ILO’s  principal  object ive  was  to  promote employment
and training programmes for women at the national level. Tt was  also  s trengthening
relat ions  with other  United Nations  agencies  and the competent  United Nations
organs dealing with women’s issues. It  wad part ic ipat ing in  producing the  world
survey  of  women  in  dtvelopnent  to  be submit ted to  the General  Assembly at  i t s
f o r t y - f o u r t h  s e s s i o n .

14. Ms. AL-HAMMAMI (Yemsn), confining her statement to item 95 on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination  against Women , said that the pact of development of
Yemen1  society could be mtaswed  by examining women’s role in Yemen today. Women
e n j o y e d  a l l  r i g h t s  i n  accordar,ce  w i t h  a r t i c l e  3 4  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h i c h
st ipulated that  women had a right  to  a  l i fe  of  d igni ty  and to  equal i ty  with  men.
Wanmn part ic ipated construct ively  in economic development  and offset  the reduct ion
in human resources resulting from the emigration of large numbers of Yemen1 men.

15. Tht KOlt Of wantn wa8  not  restrict& t0 participation in economic development
but  extended to  the pol i t ical  and social  spheres. Wmnen h a d  e x e r c i s e d  t h e i r  r i g h t
t o  s t a n d  f o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  c o u n c i l s ,  whose basic task i t  was to
supervise  development  in  the  var ious  parts  of  the  country . Wanen  h a d  a l s o
part ic ipated as  members  in  the the People’s  Congresses . Proof Of the existenCe  Of
those rights was contained in the National Charter ,  w h i c h  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  a l l
c i t i z e n s , both men and women, were accorded complete freedom within the law and thq
r i g h t  t o  v o t e ,  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s , t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  t o  e n j o y
a l l  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a n d  t o  s t a n d  f o r  e l e c t i o n . Such achievtmenta had
encoursgtd women to part ic ipate  more act ively  in  the economic,  social  and pol i t ical
development process.
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1.6 , 111 t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  a g e n d a  i t e m  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  i t  wab f i t t i n g  t o
consider  the s i tuat ion of  wornelI  in  occupied Palest ine  and the other  occupied Arab
t e r r i t o r i e s  a s  we l l  a s  i n  N a m i b i a  a n d  S o u t h  A f r i c a . Thoee  women, subject t o  d e a t h ,
t o r t u r e  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  Z i o n i s t  a n d  the c r i m i n a l  a=theid
regime, had been deprived of  their  fundenenta!  human rights  and even found
t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h o u t  a  s h e l t e r  In whit:) t o  l i v e  a  s t a b l e  a n d  p e a c e f u l  f a m i l y  l i f t .
Women in Palestine, the occupied t.er  ritor’es, Namibia and South Africa  must  receive
s u p p o r t  i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  a  climate i n  w h i c h  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  c o u l d  li.ve f r e e  o f
d e p r i v a t i o n  a n d  secure a g a i n s t  diapersal.

17. Ms. GEBRE-EGZIABHER (Ethiopia) welcomed United Natione action to promote t.he
advancement  of  women<z to  monitor  and co-ordinate  the implc~entation  of  the
Stratec, ‘9, a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  m e a s u r e s  t o  i m p r o v e  the e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e
Comniasi~n  on the Status of  Women by convening annual  sess ions,  establ ishing
prior i ty  themes and improving report ing procedures . S h e  c a l l e d  u p o n  a l l  t ho se
States that  had not  done so  to  hecome part ies  to  the Convent ion on the Eliminat iOn
Of  Diecrimination  against  Women and expressed the trap%  that .  the request  for
addit ional  meet ings  of  the CSW would be granted so that  i t  could deal  with the
increas ing number of  reports  which could be expected to  be produced.  She further
comnended the wcrk done by the United Nation8 Fund  for Women and of INSTRAW, which
had great ly  benef i ted her  own country .

18. Ethiopia  had long recoqnized the important  role  played in  society  by women and
was taking pract ical  measures to  implement  the  Strategies  by e l iminat ing
discKiminatory  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  r e m o v i n g  obe tac l c s  t o  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e
a n d  e q u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n . Ethiopian women part ic ipated act ively  in  the CountrY’s
p o l i t i c a l , economic and social .  l i fe  and equal  r ights  for  women Joth in  the
comnunity and in the family were guaranteed by law. While much remained to be
done,  Ethiopian women were increas ingly  involved in  the planning and execut ion of
n a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s  an4 p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  sectors o f
the economy. Peace was essential for national development and women in Ethiopia
were being encouraged to  play  a  more act ive  role  in  nat ional  and internat ional
efforts  to promote global peace and co-operation through n+cb  icipation in peace
c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .

19. Ms.  BARGHOVTI  (Observer ,- - P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i s a t i o n )  s a i d  t h a t  tht
uproot ing by the  Zionis t  State  of  Israel  of  over  600,000 Pa:tstiniane  from thei r
haneland  had imposed bruta l  exi le  on Palest inian women,  wh.>”  like their
counterparts in South Africa  and Namibia, h a d  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  Confront
their  oppressors  with  courage, strength and determinat ion. The cmtrqenct  o f  t h e
P a l e s t i n e  L i b e r a t i o n  Orqanization  a n d  i t s  i n t e g r a l  c o m p o n e n t ,  the Caneral  U n i o n  o f
Palestinian Women, h a d  b e e n  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n
people  in  qeneral  and Palest inian women in  part icular. T h e  l a t t e r ,  having  t w i c e
u n d e r g o n e  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  their  f a m i l i e s  a s  a  resul o f  Iecael’s o c c u p a t i o n  o f  the
West Bank, Gaza  S t r i p  a n d  o t h e r  A r a b  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  had rts’.sted  t h e  s u b - h u m a n
c o n d i t i o n s ,  d e v e l o p e d  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  socijl a n d  national l i b e r a t i o n  a n d  p l a y e d  a
m a j o r  r o l e  i n  preservinq  t h e i r  p e o p l e ’ s  h e r i t a g e . In the reguet  camps in  Lebanon,
they hal l  defended their  people  and nat ional  ident i ty . During the  seige of  Beirut
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in  1902 they  had cared for  the  wouv Ied, fed the  hungry and borne arma to  reeiet the
Zioni8t  force.

20. T h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n  inatitutiona  a n d  reoorda  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  of
the war  had hampered the efforts  to  obtain  help,  diminished  employment
opportuni t ies  and pension benef i ts  and hampered the operat ion of  bcdiee much aa the
P a l e a t i n i a n  Red Crescent S o c i e t y  a n d  Samed  Institutions. T h e  continuous a t t a c k 8  o n
the refugee camps added further  miaery  to  the already harsh exietence of
Palestinian  worn--  7. who were deprived of food, electricity, qaa and medical
l uppl lee. Doctor  Paul ine  Cutt ing, nanina ted for the Nobel Peace Price for her work
in the Caza iioepital  during the t ime of aeigt , had tertifiod  to the dreadful
inaani tary  condit ions,  aggravated by lack of  water  and parer N$@:ii0e  and the
bombing .

21. In  the occupied West Bank and Gaza Str ip, Paleatinian women had no~l'tred  Cran
b r u t a l  I s r a e l i  a t t a c k 8  o n  t h e i r  p e o p l e . T h e y  oontinued  t o  h e  t o r t u r e d  I n  prisona,
k i l l e d  d u r i n g  p e n c t f u l  p r o t e s t s  a n d  s u b j e c t e d  t o  a r r t a t a .  S h e  r e c o u n t e d  came8  of
Palemtinian wives anrl mothers who had been kil led  or  aer ioualy  in jured without
pretext !  such accounta,  far  from being iaol@ttd incident@, were part  of  a  reoord
which had beccane  the aubjtct  of  growing internat ional  ooncern,  tepecially  airlce  the
beginning of the United Nation8 Decade for  Wanen.  After  the ?Jorld Conference of
the Internat ional  Wantn’a Year,  special  atttntior, had been paid to  the rpecific
needa of  Palest inian women and chi ldren and mtaaurta  to  aaaist  thm. In addit lon,
the General  Aaatnbly, in  resolut ion 3S/lE had atated that  tho World Conf~~rtnct  to
review and appraise the achievements of the United Nationa Decade for Women:
Equal i ty ,  Developntnt  and Peace should pjy part icular  at tent ion to  the prqbleme  of
w o m e n  i n  t e r r i t o r i e s  u n d e r  r a c i s t  c o l o n i a l  r u l e  a n d  i n  territories  u n d e r  I s r a e l i
occupat ion. In  f ac t , the condition of Palestinian women had been noted in the
Forward-looking Strategi ta .

22. P a l t a t i n i a n  w o m e n ,  d t a p i t t  t h e  b r u t a l  c o n d i t i o n 8  imposed  o n  them, i n c l u d i n g
t h e  constant t h r e a t  t o  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  h a d  n o t  b e e n  d e t e r r e d ,  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  t h e i r
refugee atatua,  from becoming a  real  force  in  the revolut ionary  procema. In the
occupied ttrritoriea,  where the Gener;rl  Dnion of ?aleatinian  women warn banned by
the  Israel i  authori t ies ,  women had formed organiaat iona ,  c h a r i t a b l e  aocie;ita  a n d
comittets to  fact the harsh real i t iea  and had become an integral  pnrt  of  the
Paltetininn  s t r u g g l e  for  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n .

23. M r .  MOHAMJA  ( S a u d i  Arabia)  d r e w  att.ention  t o  t h e  decision  a d o p t e d  b y  the
Committee  on the Eliminat ion of  Di8crimination  againa:  Wanen  at  ita sixth aeonion
concerning the I]nited Wntiona request to undertake l tudiea on the otatua of wantn
under Islamic laws and customs. However, the Econanic  a n d  S o c i a l  C o u n c i l ,  a t  i t s
firat regular staeion  of 1987, had adopted a rtaolutinn by oonaenaua recommending
that the General Assembly at it8 forty-second l eaaion take no action on the
decis ion and review i t ,  taking into  account  the viewa expreaaed by delegat ions  at .
that  sese ion. At  that  t ime,  The Saudi  Arsbian  delegat ion had announced its
r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Conmittea’s intention of undertaking a detailed l tudy of Ialam or,
f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  a n y  o t h e r  c r e e d . It  warn conaidard a moral ,  ral ig ioua and legal
t ransgression in  addit ion to  exceeding the mandate  of  the  Committee  i t se l f . Even
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without  the intervent ion of  the  Economic and Social  Counci l ,  the CommitttO had,  in
p r i n c i p l e , t r a n a g r e a a e d  ite r i g h t  b y  i n v o l v i n g  i t a t l f  i n  a  m a t t e r  t h a t  a f f e c t e d
a a p e c t a  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n , t h e  c r e e d  o f  o n e  f o u r t h  t h e  world’8  p o p u l a t i o n .

24. The Committee would do better inatead to atudy the exploitation and abuat of
women afs ?natrumenta  of  propaganda for marktting and malts promotion. such
exploi tat ion was incompatible  with the digni f ied  and worthy status which God had
confer  red on wanen.

25. Him delegat ion absolutely  re jected t h e  daciaion  o f  t h e  Ccinmit\ree~  i t
c o n a t i t u t t d  a  c h a l l e n g e  t o  milliona o f  ~alima a n d  a  b r e a c h  c. t h e i r  private
a f f a i r s .

26.  Ma. PEXIS (Greece) said that it had taken the whited Natione  ovtr 40 yearn to
identify the advancement o’f women am a concern to be given top priority r and it had
required world conferencea for the interrztional  community to achieve conaenaua on
t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  f u t u r e  a t r a t e g i e a  f o r  achievinq  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e . Not  ulltil two
yecrs  a f t e r  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  the F o r w a r d - l o o k i n g  lltra+~giea  f o r  the MVNC@lntnt

of Women had the Comnisaion  on the Statua of Women baen  enabled to prt forward a
eyatsmotic  prograzunt of  ‘work for  the Strategies’  implement.ation.

27. The Comniaaion, at ita aeaeion held in January 1987, had made  an important
s tr ide  in  br inging the Strategies  into  the  Organizat ion’a  programe and budget
cyclea. Fqually i m p o r t a n t  wan t h e  r e a t r u c t u r i n q  o f  ita a g e n d a ,  p a r t i c u  ‘rlY the
ident i f icat ion of prior  i ty  themes ,  aimed at improving the Canmiaaion’a work and
allowino  in-depth consideration of the practical problem8 faced by women. The
Commiss ion ‘8 achievementa  could sarvt aa an example for  other  funct ional
comniasiona  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l . The dtcia ion to  hold annual  meetinga  of  the CoImnieaion
was welcome, am was the conatnaua apir i t  thai: had prevai led throughalt the
January 1987 aeaaion. It  wan hoped that  the Counci l  ‘8 special commiaRion~  when
rtviewing  the performance of functional commiaaiona , would bear in mind thu
part icular  importance of  the unique multidiaci~linary , crone-crganizational mandate
of thb Commiaeion on the Statue of Warren.

28. H e r  c o u n t r y  r e i t e r a t e d  ita a u p p o r t  f o r  a  f i v e - y e a r  i n t e r v a l  f o r  tht
Commiaaion’a  t a a k a ,  a t  a l l  levela,  i n  m o n i t o r i n g , reviewing and evaluat ing the
Forward-looking Strategiea ,  and supported the recommendation  contained in  Courcil
rteolut ion 1987/20  for  an extended aeaaion in  1990 with  high- level  representat ion
o f  Metier  S t a t e s . I t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  f e l t  t h a t  w o r l d  c o n f e r e n c e 8  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  i n
the  early  1990s  and in  the year  2000.

29.  Mr.  Rit t tr  (Pantma)  reaumed the  Chair .

30. Ms. FEXIS  (Greece),- - - resuming her  rmarka,  maid that  the decision  to  hold
annual  mretings  of  the  Commiaaion had atrengthened the lat ter ’8  ro14 am a f’OCS1
po in t . The annual  monitor ing report8  to  be  prtperad  by the Branch for  the
A d v a n c e m e n t  o f  bJaztn,  w i t h  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  Iran t,he t i l t e d  W a t i o n a  6yOttm,  aa
propoaed in  document:  A/42/528,  ahou1.d  focus on pr ior i ty  theta,  uaing clear
s ta t i s t i ca l  and  o t h e r  m e a s u r a b l e  indicator8 t o  a a a i s t  M e m b e r  S t a t t a  i n  idtntifying
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problems and remedies at all levels. The reporte, embodying views expressed CII the
Comniseion,  could  be transmit.ted  through the Counci l  to  the General  Assembly for
comment and act ion.

31. Her delegation was pleaaed to note that more Member States had ratified or
accceded  to  the Convent ion on the El iminat ion of  Al l  Forma of  Discr iminat ion
against Women. I t  was c o n c e r n e d ,  howeve!, a b o u t  c e r t a i n  S t a t e s  parties’
reservat ions,  which were incompatible  with the instrument’s  a ims. Her country had
been represented in  the  membership of  the  Canmitt t t  on the  El iminat ion of
Discriminat ion against  Women at  i t s  s ixth sess ion ,  a t  w h i c h  G r e e c e ’ s  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t
had been favourably received. Her del tgat lon welcomed the Committee’s  ef forts  to
overcome the delay in  examining reports , noted in Assembly resolution 41./108 and
Counci l .  resolut ion 1987/3,  and supported the request  for  addit ional  meet ings ,  on an
e x c e p t i o n a l  b a s i s . Her Government ,  in  l ine  with  i t s  general  pol ic ies ,  broadly
encouraged non-governmental initiatives on peacer Greek women from NOOR  had
participated in the world Congress of Women in June ~987.

32. H e r  d e l e g a t i o n  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Hcsearch  a n d
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women, p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f
increasinq women’s  part ic ipat ion and integrati$..l  in  development.

33. A cultural  seminar had recent ly  been held  to  provide  informat ion for  Greek
migrant  women on i s sues  relat ing to  work and their  role  as  wives  and motl,ers.  An
internat ional  cornnittct  of  Greek migrant  women had been eatabl iehed with a  v iew to
h o l d i n g  a n  i n t t r n a t i o n s l  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  1989 t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
aaaociation of Greek migrant women.

34. Mr.  DIRAR (Sudan)  sa id  that  equal i ty ,  development  and peace const i tuted the
basic foundat ion upon which mankind could create  a bet ter  world. The improvement
of  the status of  women was  l inked with Sudan’s  l iberat ion fran foreign dominat ion
a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o n s t r u c t i v e  r o l e  p l a y e d  h y  w o m e n  i n  a l l  f i e l d s . Women had
bean given the  r ight  to  vote  and s tand for  e lect ion 25 years  ago. More recently,
women had parti-ipattd  in  the struggle  against  dictatorship which had culminated in
Apri l  1985.  Moreover , women const i tuted 50 per  cent  of  thcee attending higher
educat ional inetitutions a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e ,  vooattonal
training and ecient i f  ic  research.

35. In the past, the  deter iorat ion of  women’s  status had been l inked to  a  decl ine
in  values  resul t ing from foreign dominat ion. That  deteriorat ion had created biases
and mispercept ions  which emphasized the infer ior  role  of  women,  at tr ibut ing i t  to
r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e s . In that  connect ion,  he expressed hi8 regret  regarding
decis ion 4  adopted by the  Committee  on the  El iminat ion of  Discr iminat ion against
Women at  i t s  s ixth sess ion contained in  document  A/42/30.  That  decis ion ref lected
t h o s e  b i a s e s  a n d  c o n e t i t u t t d  a  d i n t o r t i o n  o f  Islam. His  delegat ion therefore
cal led for  the delet ion of  paragraph 580 which contained decis ion No.  4  and also
paragraphs 511 to 517.

36. With regard tc  i tem 96 concerning the s tatue of the Convtntiorl  on the
Slimination  of All  Forms  of  Discrimination  againat  Women,  hia delegat ion at tached
particular importance to the theme of development among t\e Strategies and
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recommended that  i t  be  a  pr ior i ty  theme for  the  Committee  in  the for thcoming
session. Aspects  of  development  such as  the  provis ion of  water ,  heal th,  food,
educat ion and shel ter  were re lated to the  problem of  poverty ,  a condit ion which was
pervas ive  in  many developing countr ies .  In  that  connect ion,  the  Committee  must
adopt  pol ic ies  des igned to  cope with  poverty  us ing internat ional  economic
co-operat ion and internat ional  development  s trategy.

37. On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of United Nations Development Fund
for Women (UNIFEM)  , the  Sudanese delegat ion praised the Fund’s  achievements,  which
had demonstrated the v i ta l i ty  of  the  role  of women in  the  development  procees.  His
delegation welcomed the report of +.he  Adminis trator  of  UNDP contained  in  document
A/42/597/Rev.l  regarding new orientat ions  relat ing to  women and development.

38. In connection with the Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Wanen
to the Year 2UO0, he  drew attent ion to  the important  role  of  the  Internat ional
Inst i tute  on Research and Training  in  research, t r a i n i n g  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n
increasing  w m e n ’ s  p a r t i a i p a t i o n  i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  T h e  r o l e  o f  t h e
I n s t i t u t e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  b e n e f i c i a l  u n l e s s  i t s  f i n d i n g s  w e r e  s e n t  t o
t.hr competent author ities. T h e  Sudaneme d e l e g a t i o n  recognized  t h a t  t r a i n i n g  w a s
fundamental for the advancement oP women and economic development and supported the
focus  on tw major  target  groups  ment ioned in  paragraph 66 of  document  A/42/444.

39. H e  d r e w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ’ s  i n n o v a t i v e  t r a i n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  .’
devnloping countr ies. They would benef i t  a l l  developing countri*s  including Sudan,
and promote co-operat ion between the Inst i tute  and those  countr ies . The Sudanese
d e l e g a t i o n  w a s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  g i v e n  i t s  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  h a d  p r o v e n  i t s
ef fect iveness  in  the  f ie ld  and herd  achieved progress  in  implement ing the  UnSted
Nations mandate.

40. Ms.  LUANGHY  (Zaire)  said t.hrt the proclamation of  the Internat ional  Women’s
Year in 1975 and of the United Nations Decade for Women, having as its main themes
equality, development and pence, had marked an important stage in the
Organization’s  ef forts  to  achieve  the  aima set  forth in  the Preamble and Article 1
of  the  Charter . Despite  the s tr ides  made by the  world community  since then,  much
remained to be done. Therefore,  i t  was  incumberlt on Member  States to  Support the
internat ional  community ’s  efforts , which must. include implementatton  of the
Forward-looking Strategies, in  order  to  combat  the exist ing grave inequalit.iefl  and
ensure wmen’s ful l  integrat ion into  the  development  proceanl  only  through such
i n t e g r a t i o n  w a s  davelopment  t r u l y  f e a s i b l e .

41. Z a i r e  a t t a c h e d  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  w m e n ’ s  i n t e g r a t i o n  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,
and her  delegat ion had on several  occas ions  out l ined in  detai l  the  efforts  made to
t h a t  e n d . Following the Nairobi World Conference, the Department for the Status of
Women and the Family had organised  a number of seminars and symposiums for women,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s e m i n a r  h e l d  i n  1985, w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  USAID r e l a t i n g  t o  women
and publ ic  administrat ion, t .o  determine act ion to  be undertaken during the
subsequent five year a. In ;Jdition,  regional  branches  of  the Department  had been
mcrndated  to examine the aims and action programmes of local women’s organizations.
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A number of sem’.nars and symposiums had also been he1.d for the purpose of training
women i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  ad o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e s .

42. Her delscjnt ic., expressed support  f o r  t h e  v a l u a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s  carriei  o u t  b y
INSTIUW, and was plearcd to  note, in paragraph 40 of the report annexed to
document  A/42/444,  that  one of  i t s  proqrammes related to  policies  ,.‘oc  improving
w a r r e n ’ s  a c c e s s  t o  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  c r e d i t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s i n c e  t h e  l a c k  01 s u c h  a c c e s s
hitherto had restr icted women’s  contr ibut ion to  development  and had perpetuated
inr +ialities. It  a lso  hoped,  with  regard to  training in  matters  relat ing to  water
supply a n d  s a n i t a t i o n , t h a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ’ s  p r e p a r a t o r y  a c t i o n ,  b e g u n  i n  1 9 8 7  i n
four  Er,~lieh-speaking  African countr ies , could he extended to  French-speakinq
African nat ions.

43. Her delegat ion supported al l  United Nat ions  ef forts  for  the advancement  of
wanen and their  integratlor, in  the development  process.

4 4 . M r .  LY ( S e n e g a l )  s a i d  tPr.tI_- t h e  g l o b . 1  ancl i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  o b j e c t i v e  f o r  womer,,
“Quality - development  - peace" required concerted world,  regional  and nat ional
efforta,  part.iculaLly  the effect ive  implementat ion and fol low-up of  the Nairobi
Forward- ,ooking Strategies.

4 5 . In  Sc:regal. women were act ive  in  al l  spheres  as “rue agents of development and
i t  was clear  that  one of  the major ohstacr?s  to Lne  advancement  of  women,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s , lay in  the lenqtny and exhaust ing task5 they had to
perform. Clvernment  action ha9 therefore  been directed towards  seeking ways and
means of alleviating the d~.~..-~,tic wark of wOrnen  awl establishing 5tructure5  to care

f o r  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s . An office for the status of women had been
establ ished within  the Ministry  for  Social  Development  and v i l lage and community
structures had developed which tc.ok  into  account  t .he aspirat ions of  women in  their
areas of competence. The mechanization  of  agricul.iure  rel ieved r.~:ral  women of
certain domestic tasks and enabled them to devote t,hemselves  to real development
acttvities. S e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  i n  Eood was  t h e  c e n t r a l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  Senegal’s  n e w
agricultural pal i.cy . Women  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,
l i v e s t o c k ,  f i s h e r i e s , water  management . ,  effnrts to combat  desert i f icat ion,  and
h a n d i c r a f t s . Senegal  was developing a number  of  trai.ning faci l i t ies  supported by a
para-school  s t r u c t u r e  i n  b o t h  r u r a l .  and urhar a r e a s . T h e r e  w a s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t
development  in  work on standards  and legis lat ion.

46. The policy for the advancement of women was acccanpanied  by a programme
involv ing the media. Wanen’s  movements and associat ions , which were supported hy
the Government, part ic ipated in  providing information to  the  publ ic  and increaaino
their  general  awareness. E d u c a t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g ,  e f f o r t s  t o  c o m b a t  i l l i t e r a c y  a n d  the
disseminat ion t>f informat ion were important  in  promoting the part ic ipat ion of  women
i n  cevclopent, p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  a n d  p e a c e  e f f o r t s .  I n  t h e  national w o m e n ’ s
committee, t h e r e  w e r e  dincussiors  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Cdvernment’a  a c t i v i t i e s
for  the  advancement  of  wanen in  Senegal . T h e  m a i n  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h s t  po l i cy  was  t o
inteqrate  Senegalese women in  the var ious sectors  of  econcmlc and social
development.  a n d  pLbLic l i f e .
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47. His deleqat ion welcomed the resul ts  of  the meet ing of  the Commiss ion on the
Status  of  Women1  in  January  1987 and hoped that  the impetus  i t  had given to
resolv ing wanen’s  insupq would be further  developed. I t  must  be borne in  mind that
the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and
Development 1986-1990, which had stressed the need to promote the role and
part ic ipat ion of  women in  the developanent  proceae  had taken into  account  the
Forward-looking Strategies  and recognized  that  development  planning and the
al locat ion of  resources  must recognize  the role  of  women as agents and
benef ic iar ies  of  development. His  delegat ion not.ed the importance of  co-operat ion
between JJNJ.FJZM  and UNDP in that respect ,  as  indicated in  document  A/42/597/Rev.l.
Regional  conrerences held  at  Dakar in  1986 under  the auspic,?s of  FAO, and in  1987,
and the Afr ican seminar  on the access  of  women to credit  held tit Abidjan were of
g r e a t  importawe. The Co,,miseion  on the Status of Women, aI 1 the secretariat
bodies concerned with women’s affairs, had an important  role  t .o  play in  respect  of
internat ional  and regional  co-operat ion under  the  Forward-looking Strategies .

40. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Wunen  must bc
provided with  the necessary resources  to  cont inue i t s  important  work.  In
considering reports  from States part ies  i t  must bear  in  mind the need to  develop a
construct ive  dialogue with  States ,  and demonstrate  object iv i ty  and
non-select iv i ty  . His  delegat ion welcomed the decis ion of  States  part ies  to
c o n s i d e r  t h e  roscrvations  LO t h e  Convention  a t  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  i n  1 9 8 8 .

49. M r .  QUIhW  ( A u s t r a l i a )  a s k e d  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  w e e k l y
radio proqranrnes  on waten produced by the Department of Public Information. He
recal led that  under General  Assembly resolut ion 4O/lOS  the Secretary-General  had
been requested to provide for the continuation of the programme8 in the different
3 anguages. While effort8 to blend women’s issues into the broader prograsme  of DPI
were commendable, they should not  involve  the scrapping of  the weekly  radio
programmes.

50. The CHAIRMAN said that a reply would be given by the Secretariat at the next
meeting.

51.  Mr. NAVON  ( I s r a e l ) , speaking in  exercise  of the  r ight  of  reply,  sa id  that  over
t h e  pst f e w  d a y s  h i s  delagltion  h a d  o n c e  agatn l i s t e n e d  t o  r e p e t i t i v e  s l a n d e r
against  Israel  regarding the status of  Arab women) brazen and unfounded accusat ion8
had been ma? J y emera  A r a b  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s . It  was  instruct ive  to  note  how
8olicitous  All’ regimes as Libya, Syria  and Iran were about  the pl ight  of Arab
w-.;IJen  wher over  the  years  those  countr ies  had ki l led hundred8 o: ovet  thousand8 of
women and chi ldren 1-1  indiscr iminate  acts  of  terror  and violence. I t  w a s
enl ightening to  compare the  current  status and opportunit ies  for  advancement  of
Arab women in Algeria, Libya, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Kuwait and Syria, with that of
t h e  A r a b  wancn o f  I s r a e l  i n  t h e  a r e a  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b\ I s r a e l . According to the 1985
UNESCO Statistical Yearbook, the illiteracy rate among the 90 million women living
in Arab countries was 70 per cent ,  and the  f igure was  much higher  in sane
i n d i v i d u a l  coui.tries.
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52. M r .  ABOU-HADID  (Syritin  A r a b  R e p u b l i c ) ,  speakinq o n  a  p o i n t  o f  o r d e r ,  s a i d  t h a t-
it was customary for a right of reply to be addressed to comments made by another
delegat ion. Hi delegation had made no statement. on the items under coneideratior..

5 3 .  M r .NAVON (Israel) said that *t was hcra to  imagine why many oi l -r ich
countries  with hundreds of  bi l l ions  of  dol lar8 In hudgetary  reserves  were unable to
f i n a n c e  e d u c a t i o n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  e m b a r r a s s i n g l y  h i q h  r a t e  o f  i l l i t e r a c y ;  t h e
reason l.ay in the basic  indifference of those Governments toward8 women.
Statist  its on the percentage of  women who were economical ly  act ive  in  the Arab
w o r l d  f u r t h e r  r e v e a l e d  t h e i r  traqic  p1iqht.r  accordinq  t o  t h e  1 9 8 3  I L 0  S t a t i s t i c a l
yearbook only 3 per cent of all adult Libyan women were economically active.

54. Mr. AL-KALBASH (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) ,- - - 8pPaking o n  a  p o i n t  o f  o r d e r ,  s a i d
that so far he had rot. spoken on the items under consideration. T h e  I s r a e l i  e n t i t y
waa referring to something which was outside the scope of the Committee’s
de1  iherat ions .

55. Mr.  NAVON (Israel)  sa id  that  over  36  per  cent  of  Israel i  women were- -
econanically act ive  and were a  v i ta l  part  of  the  work forcer  Israel  encouraged a-l
women to part ic ipate  in  the nat ional  development  of  the Zionist  State  of  Israel .
women were acqu I ring education, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h e  p o s t - s e c o n d a r y  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y
level 9. He chal lenged the delegat ions  which had falsely  accused Israel  to  te l l  t!le
Comnittee how their  Governments  planned to  advance the extremely low StatUS of
women in their countries.

56. Mr. ABOU-HAD12  (Syrian Arab Republic), speaking on a  point  of  order,  asked
whether  the representat ive  of  Israel  waa exercis ing his  r ight  of  reply  or  making a
statement .

57. Mr. NAVON (Israel) urged the Committee to devote itself to constructive- -
de1 iberationsi  baseless  accusat ions  were hardly  conducive  to  generat ing the
atmosphere of trust and goodwill. needed to pranote the prospects of peace in the
Middle East or to advance the status of women anywhere.

58. MB .  BARGHOUTI  (Observer  for  the  Palest ine  Liberat ion Organization)  said that
no matter  how hard Israel  tr ied to  conceal  the facts  of  the impa-t  of  its
occupat ion of  the  Palestinians, concerned agencies  of  the United Nations  could
a l w a y s  r e v e a l  a t r o c i t i e s  i n f l i c t e d  o n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  b y  t h e  o c c u p y i n g
a u t h o r i t i e s . It  could not  he claimed that  occupat ion waa enhancing the s i tuat ion
of Palest inian wanen  when they were suhjecced  to  torture,  imprisonment,
c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  l a n d ,  c o l l e c t i v e  p u n i s h m e n t , deportrt ion and denial  of  their  human
a n d  l e g a l  r i g h t s . Freedom of  movement  was restr icted and (r’ noet all  Palest inian
women were iocked  in or out of their haneland. Palestinian women under house
arrest  were prohibi ted from leaving their  towns or  refugee camps by day,  or  leaving
t h e i r  hmes  a t  n i g h t . Some had not  been al lowed to  see  their  chi ldren for  years.
MiJ  l ions  of  Palestinians  had been prevented from returning to  their  country; some
had been expel led for  pol i t ical  act iv i t ies  and many had been forced out  of  the
country in 1948 and 1967. Any improvement  in  the educat ional  and heal th  s i tuat ion
of  Palest inian women waa not  at tr ibutable  to  the Israel i  Government  but  to  their
struggle and dt~termination  to work for nat tonal 1 iberat ion and sot Sal freedom.
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AGENDA ITEM 88: NATIONAL EXPERIENCE IN ACHIEVING FAR-REACHIN,;  SOCIAL AND ECONOMI’J
CHANGES FOR THE PURPOSE OF SOCIAL PROGRESS (continued) (A/C. 1/42/L. 3, L.23 and 1..24)

AGEXDX  ITEM 89: QUESTION OF AGING: REFORT  OF THE SECREX’ARY-GENERAL
(continued)( A / C .  3/42/L.l6/Rev.  1 )

AGENDA ITEM 70: POI,ICIES  AElD PROC’AMMES  INVOLVING YOWHr REPORTS OF THE
SECRETARY-GZN9RIL  ( c o n t i n u e d )  (A/C.3/4’?/L.17,  L.10,  L . 1 9  a n d  L . 2 0 )

AGENDA  ITEM :‘3r IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME OF ACI’ION CONCERNING
DlSABLED  PFRSONS  AND THE UNITED NATlONS DECADE OF DISABIBED  PERSON(;r REPORTS OF THE
SECRETARYGENERAL (continued) (A/C.3/42/L.25)- -

59. The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee  io resume its consideration of the second
cluster o f  items. rlnder aqenda i tem 88, he drew the at tent ion of  Commit tee members
to  draft  resolut ion A/C.3/42/L.3,  and reminded them that  the FEonomic and L%cial
Counci l , a t  it8 scve:?teenth  p1e.rd.y  meet ing on 28 May 1987 had adopted resolut ion
1987/38,  which recomnended  to  the  General  Assembly the adopt ion of  that  draft
. eeol.ution.

Draft resolution A/C. 3/42/L.23

6 0 .  M r . MOTSIK (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) , i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n
A/C.3/42/L.23, c-aid tha t  soc i a l  j u s t i c e  i n v o l v e d  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t r u e  e q u a l i t y
and the creat ion of  opportunit ies  to  ensure the complete wel l -being of  a l l  members
o f  s o c i e t y . Social j u s t i c e  w a s  i:-possible  w i t h o u t  t h e  democratization  o f  p u b l i c
l i fe  and the ful l  guarantee  of  a l l  human r ights  and fundamental  freedoms. The
achievement  of  social  just ice was one  of  the main g,-als  of  any  democrati.c  society ,
-egardlees  of  i t s  socio-economic system, and should be accorded ful l  at tent ion hy
the United Nations,  which should contr ibute to  an exchange of  v iews and =*xperience
on the ways and mean8 of  pranot ing social  just ice throughout  the world,  regardletla
o f  l e v e l s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  c0Lntris.v. ~11 m e t i e r s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
community  should co-operate  to  achieve that  object ive.

61. Operative paragraphs 1, 3 and 4 were based on the Secretary-General’s paper
“Some perspect ive8 on the work of  the United Natitine in  the 1990s”  (A/42/512) . HiR
d e l e g a t i o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  w i s e  t o  r e v e r t  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  d e f i n i n g  t h e
c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  a t  a  l a t e r  s t a g e . It  would then be posuible to  request
Governments to submit their views, and on that basis to detcarmine a common
approach. His  delegat ion hoped Chat  the draft  resolut ion could be adopted by
consensu  9.

Draft rpeol  ution A/C. 3/42/L.24

6 2 .  M r . BOLD (Mongolia), i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A / C .  3/42/L.24, s a i d  t h a t  i n
accordance with Genera.1 Aaeembl y resolution 40/23, the Secr,?tary-General  had
eubmitt.ed  to  the Generai Aeeembly  a report  containing information on the nat ional
experience of  d i f ferent  countr ies in  achieving far-reaching socio-economic  changes
(A/42/57)  . The Economic and Social Council had reaffirmed that the further
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exch%gc  of  nat ional  experience would rontr ibute  to  thu implementat ion of  the
Internat ional  Development  Strategy for  the Third United Nation8 Development  mcade.

D r a f t  c e e o l u t i a n  A/C.3/42/L.16/Rev.l

63. Mrs.  ALVAREZ (Dcztnican  Republic), introducing draft  reeolut ion
A/C.3742/~.16/Rev.l,  s a i d  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  f r u i t  o f  t h e  c o m b i n e d  e f f o r t s  o f  the
three  co-sponsoring delegat ions . She drew the attention of the Committee to
operat ive  paragraphs  3,  4 and 5. In the fourth  l ine  o f  paragraph 6,  she  proposed
replacing the wordm  “am well ae t&~king*  with the words “and propnaed  to the
t h i r t y - f i r s t  resslon o f  t h e  C~mission”. Paragraph 6, as amended, wogld  thue read,
“Requemts  the Comnirsion  for  Social  Developrwnt  to  convene an informal  open-ended
ad hoc working group at  i t s  th ir ty-f irs t  eeesion  in  order to  consider  adequately
the  report  of  the Set etary-Genera1 on the second review and appraiRa1  of  the
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Plan  o f  A c t i o n  a n d  prapoae t o  t h e  t h i r t y - f i r s t  -asion o f  t h e
Comnisrion  appropriate  measures to advance fur ther  the cause  of  the aqingr”.

64. Given the limited amount of meeting time available to the Commission for
S o c i a l  Development, the tlponsore  considered that  the convening of  an ad hoc working
group wae essent ial  to  ensure  adequate  considerat ion of  the Secretary-General ’ s
report . In light of the growing magnitude and complexity  of the* question of sging,
her delegation thought the ad hoc working group should propose to the Commission
measures  des igned to  pranote  the welfare  of  the aging and respect  for  their  digni ty .

65. Referring to the ninth preambular paragraph nnd operative paragraph 11,
regarding the United Nations  Trust %nd for Aging,  she said that  the Fun4 was an
invaluable mechaninm  for the implementation of the Internrtional  Plan of Action 0.1
Aging.

66. The CHA1RKQ.Q  advised the Committee thut, i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  h y  t h e
eeprwentative  of the Danintcan Republic, draft  resolut ion A/C.3/42/L.4  on the eame
subject would not be acted upon.

Draft  reeolut ion A/C.3/42/L.17

67. M iem BROSNAKOVA (Czechoelovak  is) , introducing draft resolution A/C. 3/42/L. 17,
se ‘d that Cameroon had become a sponsor. Her delegat ion nnd the co-sponsors
ctineidered  that  unemployment could be e l iminated by the  creat ion of  appropriate
social and l conanic conditions. Education and employment made it possible for
young people to work creatively towards the epiritual  and matertal development of
the i r  societies. Otherwiee,  youth were pushed  into  hopeless  and degrading
a c t i v i t i e s , s u c h  a s  a l c o h o l ,  d r u g s ,  c r i m e ,  prostitution,  e tc . She drew attent ion
to paragraphs 1, 3 and 4. Her delegat ion mnd the co-sponsors bel ieved that  the
d r a f t  rCsolution  d e s e r v e d  adoptiorl  w i t h o u t  a v o t e .

Draft  reeolut ion rt/C.3/42/L.lS

68. Mr. WUl’AVA  (Austria) , introducing draft reeolution A/C. 3/42/L. 1.8, said that
operative paragraph 5 had been changed to read8

/ .-.
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“HecornnendR  t h a t  t h e  Secretary-General  e x p l o r e  the pn~:,nnibilitiee  f o r  t h e
United Nationn Office at Vienna/Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affa!r8, to support , w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e
Infrtitute  of  HOPE ‘87,  including,  i f  appropriate , t h e  yuf:stion  o f  a f f i l i a t i n g ,
o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  rtgulatione  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  t h e  I n s t i t u t e
of HO?E ‘87 to  the  United Nat ions  Off ice  at  Vienna/Centre  for  SI -1
Developnent a n d  Hmranitarian  A f f a i r s ,  o n  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th- f i n a n c i a l
resources  for  the Inat i tute  would be raised exclusively  fran  a, ~1 v o l u n t a r y
c o n t r i b u t i o n s . ”

49. T h e  d r a f t  reRoIution  f o c u s e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o n  t h e  poseibilitiea  f o r  e l i m i n a t i n g
unemployment among y uth, since insufficient education and unemployment limited
t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  proceee. Suita>le
educatton  a n d  a.cceee  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  v o c a t i o n a l  gttidance a n d  t r a i n i n g
programme5 we, ‘lerefore  of  fundamental  importance. Member States should
endeavour  t o aBe a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  ncsc,d t o  a c c o r d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e
e l i m i n a t i o n  c. .lemployment  among youth . He drew attention to paragraphs 1 and 2
in  that  regard.

70. Manifold approaches were possible i preeerve  snd increase work opportuni t ies
for  younq people ,  with part icular  emphasis  on equal  opportunit ies  for  girls and
young women. The contribution of young people to the development of the economy
could not  be neglected. In many Member Stotea the existence of social  welfare
system8  and social  economic develoment  was based on the presumption of  fu l l
employment for youth.

71. In the cont.ext of  the Internat ional  Youth  Year,  Austr ia  had launched an
initiative to pranote youth employment within the Unite.3 Nations, and had alrro
organized  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  y o u t h  e m p l o y m e n t  p r o j e c t s  c a l l e d
HOPE’87. Aa a fol low-up to  that  ccmpetiticn the Austr ian Government  had
establ ished t .he Inetitute  of  HOPE’87.

72. Paragraph 5  of  the draft  resolut ion contained the recamendat ion that ,  af ter  a
t r i a l  p e r i o d , t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  s h o u l d  e x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a f f i l i a t i n g
the Institute  of HOPE’87 to the United Nations Office at Vienna/Centre for Social
Development  a n d  Hunanitarian  A f f a i r s . He emphaaized that  euf,h  an aff i l ia t ion would
have no f inancial  impl icat ions  for  the United Natione.

73. Given the fundamental importance of eliminating unemployment among ycblth,  the
eponuors  were conf ident  t.hat the draft  resolut ion would be adopted by coneeneus.

D r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.19

74.  Mr. CONSTAWINESCU  (Roman ia) , introducing draft  resolution  A/C.  3/42/L.19,  said
that Cameroon and Peru had become sponsors. He  4rew a t t e n t i o n  t o  o p e r a t i v e
paragraphs 1 and 2, a8 wel l  as  paragraphs  3-9,  which highl ighted action8 which
should  be undertaken at  the regional , n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  f o r  t h e
implementat ion of  the quidelinen  for  further  planning and sui table  fol low-up in  the
f i e l d  o f  y o u t h . I n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  t h e  s p o n s o r s  s t r e s s e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e
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Secretary-General, the  Commiss ion for  social  Development  and the Centre  for  Social
Devclopent  a n d  Hunanitarian A f f a i r s . Hie delegat ion hoped that ,  in  keeping with
establiehed t r a d i t i o n  o n  t h e  a g e n d a  i t e m  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  t h e  d r a f t  resolution
would be adopted by coneensue.

D r a f t  resolution A/.3/42/1,.20

75. Mr. GALAL (Fqypt) , i n t r o d u c i n g  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/2/L.20,  s a i d  t h a t
Cameroon had become a sponsor. I t  w a s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u a
year,  except  for  two points : the current  reeolut ion had been updated and draftinq
improvements had been made, and the concept  of  the importance of  freedom of
asancistion for  youth and youth orqanixations, c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  f i f t h  p r e a m b u l a r
par4 lraph,  had been added. That  new concept  responded to  the  eagerneea of  a l l
nat ion8 for  freedomj  however,  aa with  any other  cOncept,  pr inciple  or  r ight . ,  i t
must  be orqanized and requlated in  accordance with the nat ional  legis lat ion of  each
country . Hia deleqat ion was pleased that  three new co-tipcnaorm  had been added aa
canpared with the previous  year , and hoped that  the  draft  resolut ion would be
adopted by conaenaua, in  accordance with previous  pract ice.

Draft  reeolut ion A/C.3/42/L.25

76. VALDERRAMkr  ( P h i l i p p i n e s ) ,- - intrcducirg d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.3/42/L.25,  s a i d
that Kenya, Venezuela, Zimbabwe, Guatemala and Sudan had become sponsors. There
WaB  qLnera1 agreement  that  during the firet  half  of  the  United Nations  Decade of
Disabled Per sons, considerable proqreee  had been made in  bringing the  needs  of  the
disabled to  the attent ion of  Governments and peoplest  h-ever,  much remained to  be
d o n e  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s a b l e d  i n  t:.s l i f e  a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  s o c i e t i e s . The draft  resolut ion waa essentially  the same as
in  previous  years . The new elements  were contained in  operat ive  paragraph6  2 ,  4 ,
5, 7, 6, 9, 12 and 17. He a l s o  d r e w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  n i n t h  a n d  t e n t h  preambular
paragraph8  and operative paragraph 11, regarding the  pivotal  role  of  the  United
Nations i n  publicizing  a n d  pranoting  t h n  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  diMbled  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d
Nations Decade of Disabled Persons. h:s delegat ion hoped ‘ that  the draf t  resolut ion
would be adopted by consensus.

The meeting roee at 6.20 p.m.


