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  الدورة الحادية والسبعون

  اللجنة الثانية
  جدول الأعمال(أ) من  ١٩البند 

 ٢١التنمية المستدامة: تنفيذ جدول أعمـال القـرن   

 ٢١وبرنامج مواصلة تنفيـذ جـدول أعمـال القـرن     

ــتدامة     ــة المسـ ــالمي للتنميـ ــة العـ ــؤتمر القمـ ــائج مـ ونتـ

        ومؤتمر الأمم المتحدة للتنمية المستدامة
ــالة مؤرخــة       ــبتمبر  ٧رس ــل      ٢٠١٦أيلول/س ــن الممث ــام م ــين الع ــة إلى الأم موجه

  الدائم لطاجيكستان لدى الأمم المتحدة  
    

أتشرف بأن أحيل إليكم طيه الوثيقتين الختاميتين (الدعوة إلى اتخـاذ إجـراءات ومـوجز      
المسـتدامة   مـن أهـداف التنميـة    ٦الرئيس) الصادرتين عن الندوة الرفيعة المستوى بشأن الهـدف  

والغايات المتصلة ذا الهدف: ضمان عدم ترك أي أحد خلف الركب في الحصـول علـى الميـاه    
ــم        ــة طاجيكســتان وإدارة الأم ــادرة مــن حكوم ــتي عقــدت بمب وخــدمات الصــرف الصــحي، ال

 ٢٠١٦آب/أغسـطس   ١٠و  ٩المتحدة للشؤون الاقتصادية والاجتماعيـة، في دوشـانبي يـومي    
  (انظر المرفقين).

سعت الندوة إلى توفير منبر للمناقشـة المركـزة والمتوازنـة بشـأن الانتقـال مـن التـدابير        و  
السياساتية والإجراءات والوسائل المتعلقة بالتنفيـذ إلى التنفيـذ السـريع لهـدف التنميـة المسـتدامة       

لـدولي  في إطار العقـد ا  “الماء من أجل التنمية المستدامة”الماء، بما في ذلك بوغاياته ذات الصلة 
  للعمل، وذلك بناء على اقتراح طاجيكستان الذي هو قيد النظر الآن.

منظمـة   ٤٧بلدا، بمن فيهم ممثلـون عـن    ٩٠وقدمت وفود وممثلون رفيعو المستوى من   
مـن وكالاـا وبرامجهـا المتخصصـة،      ١٧من المنظمات الدولية والإقليمية، مثل الأمم المتحدة و 
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ية والمنظمـات غـير الحكوميـة والمؤسسـات الأكاديميـة والقطـاع       فضلا عن ممثلي الحكومات المحل
شــخص في يــومين مــن النقــاش حــول إحــدى    ٧٠٠الخــاص. وفي امــوع، شــارك أكثــر مــن  

  .٢٠٣٠المسائل الأكثر إلحاحا والأهداف الطموحة لخطة التنمية المستدامة لعام 

في تنظيمهـا بعـض   ثم تواصلت المناقشات الرئيسية في ثماني جلسـات مواضـيعية شـارك      
الـــدول الأعضـــاء، ومختلـــف الوكـــالات المتخصصـــة وهيئـــات تابعـــة لمنظومـــة الأمـــم المتحـــدة   
والمؤسسات المالية الدولية. وركزت هذه المناقشات على المسائل المحددة التي تـؤدي دورا هامـا   

رتبط من أهداف التنمية المستدامة. وذا الشكل فإـا تناولـت كـل غايـة ت ـ     ٦في تحقيق الهدف 
  على وجه التحديد: ٦بالهدف 

مبادرات الشراكة بين أصـحاب المصـلحة المتعـددين مـن أجـل تحقيـق أهـداف          )١(  
  التنمية المستدامة والماء من أجل التنمية المستدامة؛

ضــــمان حصــــول الجميــــع بشــــكل منصــــف علــــى ميــــاه الشــــرب المأمونــــة   )٢(  
  التكلفة؛  والميسورة

الصــرف الصــحي والنظافــة الصــحية   ضــمان حصــول الجميــع علــى خــدمات   )٣(  
  بشكل منصف وكاف؛

  زيادة كفاءة استخدام المياه؛  )٤(  

  الإدارة المتكاملة للموارد المائية؛  )٥(  

  حماية وترميم النظم الإيكولوجية المتصلة بالمياه؛  )٦(  

  تحسين نوعية المياه عن طريق الحد من التلوث؛  )٧(  

ــرة للتعـــــاون    )٨(   ــاه لأغـــــراض  وضـــــع آليـــــات جديـــــدة ومبتكـــ ــال الميـــ في مجـــ
  المستدامة.  التنمية

وعلاوة على ذلك، قامـت الجهـات الفاعلـة العالميـة والإقليميـة والوطنيـة بتنظـيم أربعـة           
أنشطة جانبية. وهي تمثل منتدى إضـافيا لإجـراء مناقشـة أوسـع بشـأن مختلـف المسـائل المتصـلة         

المستويات. وهذه الأنشـطة الجانبيـة    والغايات المتصلة به على مختلف ٦دف التنمية المستدامة 
  أسهمت إسهاما هاما في الندوة.

والوثيقــة الختاميــة للنــدوة تتمثــل في دعــوة دوشــانبي إلى اتخــاذ إجــراءات، وهــي تــدعو     
اتمــع الــدولي إلى تعميــق التعــاون علــى جميــع المســتويات وعــبر جميــع القطاعــات، مــن أجــل     

ــاه الناشــئة، وتحســين ق ــ  ــة   التصــدي لقضــايا المي ــذ ورصــد الإدارة المتكامل ــدان علــى تنفي درة البل
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المــاء مــن أجــل ”للمــوارد المائيــة، وكــذلك علــى النظــر في تقــديم مزيــد مــن الــدعم إلى مقتــرح  
 ٦في إطار العقد الدولي للعمل وما يمكن أن يساعد ذلـك في تحقيـق الهـدف     “التنمية المستدامة

يمكـن أن يسـهم ذلـك في التنميـة المنصـفة      ، وكيـف  ٢٠٣٠والغايات المتصلة بالمياه بحلـول عـام   
  والمستدامة بوجه عام.

وحققــت النــدوة نجاحــا واضــحا، ويعــود الفضــل في ذلــك النجــاح إلى حــد كــبير إلى      
 ٦الجهــود المشــتركة والمنســقة الــتي بــذلها جميــع المشــاركين الــذين يســاهمون في تنفيــذ الهــدف     

  والغايات المتصلة به.

دعــوة دوشــانبي لاتخــاذ إجــراءات، إلى جانــب مــوجز  وســتقدم حكومــة طاجيكســتان   
  الرئيس، إلى الجمعية العامة في دورا الحادية والسبعين لمواصلة النظر فيهما.

وأرجو ممتنا تعميم هذه الرسالة ومرفقيهـا باعتبارهمـا وثيقـة مـن وثـائق الجمعيـة العامـة          
  (أ) من جدول الأعمال. ١٩في إطار البند 

  مد أمينوفمح) محمد أمين توقيع(
  الممثل الدائم
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الموجهة إلى الأمـين العـام    ٢٠١٦أيلول/سبتمبر  ٧المرفق الأول للرسالة المؤرخة     
  من الممثل الدائم لطاجيكستان لدى الأمم المتحدة

  
والغايــات المتصــلة  ٦النــدوة الرفيعــة المســتوى بشــأن التنميــة المســتدامة والهــدف     

خلـف الركـب في الحصـول علـى الميـاه      ذا الهـدف: ضـمان عـدم تـرك أي أحـد      
  وخدمات الصرف الصحي

  
    ٢٠١٦آب/أغسطس  ١٠- ٩دوشانبي،     

  
  دعوة إلى اتخاذ إجراءات    

  
ــذين        ــة واتمــع المــدني ال ــة والحكومــات المحلي إن ممثلــي الحكومــات والمنظمــات الدولي

امة والغايـات  مـن أهـداف التنميـة المسـتد     ٦اجتمعوا في النـدوة الرفيعـة المسـتوى بشـأن الهـدف      
  المتصلة بتحقيق هذا الهدف،

مـن   ٦، الـتي تشـمل الهـدف    ٢٠٣٠إذ يرحبون باعتمـاد خطـة التنميـة المسـتدامة لعـام        
ضـمان تـوافر الميـاه وخـدمات الصـرف الصـحي للجميـع وإدارـا         ”أهداف التنمية المسـتدامة،  

ي بوصـفهما حجـر   ، وإذ يشددون على الأهمية الحيوية للمياه والصرف الصـح “إدارة مستدامة
  الزاوية في التنمية المستدامة والقضاء على الفقر،

وإذ يبنون على الإجراءات المتصلة بالمياه والتنمية المسـتدامة الـتي اتخـذا، في جملـة مـن        
اتخذها، الجمعية العامة للأمـم المتحـدة، ولجنـة الأمـم المتحـدة للتنميـة المسـتدامة ومنتـدى الأمـم          

، ٢١المتحــدة السياســي الرفيــع المســتوى المعــني بالتنميــة المســتدامة، وجــدول أعمــال القــرن         
هــداف الإنمائيــة للألفيــة وأهــداف التنميــة المســتدامة، وكــذلك علــى الإنجــازات والــدروس   والأ

، والسـنة الدوليـة   ٢٠١٥-٢٠٠٥، “المـاء مـن أجـل الحيـاة    ”المستفادة من العقد الدولي للعمل 
  ،٢٠١٣، والسنة الدولية للتعاون في مجال المياه، ٢٠٠٨للصرف الصحي، 

ا أصحاب المصلحة المتعددون أثنـاء النـدوة الرفيعـة    وإذ يشيدون بالمناقشات التي أجراه  
ضـمان عـدم تـرك     من أهداف التنمية المستدامة والغايات المتصـلة بـه:   ٦المستوى بشأن الهدف 

أي أحــد خلــف الركــب في الحصــول علــى الميــاه والمرافــق الصــحية، الــتي عقــدت في دوشــانبي   
ن ألا يتخلــف أحــد عــن  ، وإســهام هــذا المنــبر في ضــما ٢٠١٦آب/أغســطس  ١٠و  ٩يــومي 

مــن أهــداف  ٦الركــب في الحصــول علــى الميــاه وخــدمات الصــرف الصــحي وتحقيــق الهــدف   
  ،٢٠٣٠التنمية المستدامة والغايات المتصلة بالمياه بحلول عام 
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مـن   ٦وإذ يعربون عـن تقـديرهم لـدور الأمـم المتحـدة في دعـم وضـع وتنفيـذ الهـدف            
التقدم المحـرز نحـو تـوافر وإدارة الميـاه وخـدمات الصـرف       أهداف التنمية المستدامة والإسهام في 

الصحي للجميع، بما في ذلـك دعـم الإعمـال التـدريجي لحـق الإنسـان في ميـاه الشـرب المأمونـة          
وخدمات الصرف الصحي داخل الدول، وللدور القيادي الذي اضطلع به الأمين العـام للأمـم   

الرفيـع المسـتوى المعـني بالميـاه ـدف حشـد       المتحدة ورئيس البنك الـدولي، الـذي أنشـأ الفريـق     
والغايـات المتصـلة بالميـاه،     ٦الجهود الفعالة من أجـل التعجيـل بتنفيـذ هـدف التنميـة المسـتدامة       

  وللدعم المستمر الذي تقدمه مجموعة أصدقاء المياه في الجمعية العامة للأمم المتحدة،

لـى الميـاه وخـدمات الصـرف     وإذ يعترفون بأنه تم إحراز تقـدم كـبير بشـأن الحصـول ع      
  الصحي، وأن التنمية البشرية حققت فوائد كبيرة في جميع أنحاء العالم،

وإذ يسلمون بأنه لا يزال هنـاك الكـثير ممـا ينبغـي القيـام بـه، والوصـول لا إلى المنـاطق           
والبلــدان الــتي لا تــزال هنــاك حاجــة إلى إحــراز تقــدم كــبير فيهــا، ولكــن أيضــا داخــل البلــدان   

حصول حتى أشد السكان ضعفا، مثل الأطفال والنساء والفئات المهمشـة، فضـلا عـن     لضمان
السكان في المناطق النائية ومناطق التراع، والناس المعرضين لخطـر الكـوارث والظـواهر المناخيـة     

  الحادة، على المياه الصالحة للشرب وخدمات الصرف الصحي المقبولة،

مـن الـنظم الإيكولوجيـة معرضـة للخطـر بسـبب       وإذ يعربون عن القلق من أن العديـد    
ســوء إدارة الميــاه، والتنميــة غــير المســتدامة، وازديــاد عــدم الــيقين والمخــاطر بســبب تغــير المنــاخ  
والعوامل الأخرى، وأن هذا يمثل خطـرا كـبيرا علـى العديـد مـن الخـدمات الـتي يوفرهـا النظـام          

  الإيكولوجي،

أحـد الأسـباب الرئيسـية لانتشـار انخفـاض       وإذ يضعون في اعتبارهم أن التلوث يشكل  
نوعية المياه وأن منع التلـوث أكثـر فعاليـة بكـثير مـن حيـث التكلفـة مـن إصـلاح الضـرر الـذي            

  يتسبب فيه،

وإذ يعربون عن قناعتهم بأن زيادة الكفاءة في اسـتخدام الميـاه والبنيـة التحتيـة الهيكليـة        
مان تـوافر الإدارة المسـتدامة للميـاه والصـرف     وغير الهيكلية المناسبة تشكل عناصر أساسية لض ـ

الصحي للجميع، الأمر الذي يتطلـب إدمـاج التخطـيط لتحقيـق الكفـاءة في اسـتخدام الميـاه في        
جميع القطاعات وحماية مصادر المياه، ولكن يتطلب أيضا حلـولا تقنيـة مبتكـرة، وتخـزين الميـاه      

انـب أمـور مـن بينـها زيـادة التـوازن بـين        وبنية تحتية خضراء، والتمويل والحكم الرشـيد، إلى ج 
الجنسين، وسياسات فعالة، وجني أكـبر قـدر مـن القيمـة مـن الأمـوال المسـتثمرة، بمـا في ذلـك،          
على سبيل المثال لا الحصـر، البنيـة التحتيـة والوضـوح في تكـاليف تـوفير ميـاه الشـرب المأمونـة          
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ــة     الاجتماعيــة والاقتصــادية وخــدمات الصــرف الصــحي، بمــا في ذلــك جميــع العوامــل الخارجي
  والبيئية، الإيجابية والسلبية على حد سواء،

وإذ يسلطون الضوء على الدور الرئيسي للإدارة المتكاملة للمـوارد المائيـة وللنـهج الـتي       
تأخـــذ في الاعتبـــار العلاقـــة بـــين الميـــاه والغـــذاء والطاقـــة والبيئـــة لأغـــراض جميـــع الأحـــواض    

جميـع المسـتويات، وضـرورة دعـم التنفيـذ، ولا سـيما في أقـل         ومستودعات المياه الجوفية، علـى 
البلــدان نمــوا والبلــدان الناميــة غــير الســاحلية والــدول الجزريــة الصــغيرة الناميــة أيضــا في ســياق   

  التعاون عبر الحدود والحد من مخاطر الكوارث،

وإذ يؤكدون ضرورة انخراط ومشاركة كافة أطياف اتمع في إطار ما تتـوخى خطـة     
تحقيقــه ومــا يتفــق مــع خصوصــيات الأمــاكن والحــالات والحوكمــة علــى   ٢٠٣٠التنميــة لعــام 

أرض الواقع، لأن الحلول غير المخصصـة والمفروضـة مـن فـوق لا تعطـي في كـثير مـن الأحيـان         
  النتائج المرجوة،

وإذ يقــرون بالعمليــة المطولــة لإقامــة وإدامــة الفعاليــة والكفــاءة في منتــديات أصــحاب      
  المتعددين للمشاورات وبناء الشراكات من أجل المياه والتنمية المستدامة،المصلحة 

  يطالبون اتمع الدولي بما يلي:    

تعميق التعاون على جميـع المسـتويات وفي جميـع القطاعـات مـن خـلال تعزيـز          )١(  
مــن  ٦وإيجـاد مبـادرات فعالــة بـين أصــحاب المصـلحة المتعــددين مـن أجــل دعـم تنفيــذ الهـدف        

  ف الإنمائية المستدامة والغايات المتصلة بالمياه؛الأهدا

التصــدي لقضــايا الميــاه الناشــئة، ومنــها، علــى ســبيل المثــال لا الحصــر، زيــادة     )٢(  
ندرة المياه والكوارث المتصلة بالمياه، والمشاكل البيئية المتصلة بالمياه، وكـذلك الأنمـاط الجديـدة    

  ؛  لتقلب المناخ وازدياد المخاطر وعدم اليقين

ــة للمــوارد        )٣(   ــذ ورصــد خطــط الإدارة المتكامل ــى تنفي ــدان عل ــدرة البل تحســين ق
على المستويات المحلية والوطنية والإقليمية من خـلال أمـور مـن بينـها تحسـين المؤسسـات        المائية

ــات، والحصــول        ــوفير البيان ــدرات، وت ــاء الق ــا وبن ــل والتكنولوجي والشــراكات المتصــلة بالتموي
  المعلومات؛  على

النظــر في تقــديم المزيــد مــن الــدعم لمــا يمكــن أن يقدمــه العقــد الــدولي المقتــرح     )٤(  
ــة المســتدامة    ”للعمــل  ــق التنمي ــن أجــل تحقي ــاء م ــدف   “الم ــق اله ــة    ٦لتحقي ــداف التنمي ــن أه م

، والإسـهام مـن خـلال ذلـك في التنميـة      ٢٠٣٠المستدامة والغايـات المتصـلة بالميـاه بحلـول عـام      
  عام؛   المنصفة والمستدامة بوجه
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تشـــجيع الحكومـــات والجهـــات المعنيـــة الأخـــرى علـــى البنـــاء علـــى نتـــائج الـــدورات    
المواضيعية والأنشطة الجانبية التي يتعين الإبلاغ عنها في موجز الـرئيس وترجمـة الـرؤى الـواردة     

  فيها إلى إجراءات ملموسة بقدر الإمكان؛  

، بالإضـافة إلى مـوجز   توصية حكومة طاجيكستان بتقديم هذا النـداء مـن أجـل العمـل      
  الرئيس عن الندوة، إلى الجمعية العامة للأمم المتحدة لمواصلة النظر فيهما؛

الإعــراب عــن خــالص تقــديرنا لحكومــة طاجيكســتان وإدارة الأمــم المتحــدة للشــؤون     
مـن أهـداف    ٦الاقتصادية والاجتماعية على تنظيم هذه الندوة الرفيعة المسـتوى بشـأن الهـدف    

تدامة والغايات المتصلة به وعلى حفاوة الاستقبال وكرم الضيافة اللذين حظي مـا  التنمية المس
  جميع المشاركين.
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الموجهـة إلى الأمـين العـام     ٢٠١٦أيلول/سـبتمبر   ٧المرفق الثاني للرسالة المؤرخة     
  *المتحدةمن الممثل الدائم لطاجيكستان لدى الأمم 

  High-level  Symposium on Sustainable Development Goal 6 and 

Targets: 

Ensuring that No One is Left Behind in Access to Water and Sanitation 
 

 

  Dushanbe,  

9-10 August 2016 
 

 

  Chair’s summary 

 

A High Level Symposium on SDG 6 and Targets “Ensuring that No One is Left 

Behind in Access to Water and Sanitation”, initiated by the Government of 

Tajikistan and the United Nations Department for Economic and Social Affairs, met 

in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, on 9-10 August 2016. The Symposium sought to provide a 

platform for focused and balanced discussion on policy measures, actions and 

means of implementation to fast-track implementation of the water SDG and related 

targets, including an International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable 

Development”. 

High-level delegations and representatives came from 90 countries, including 

representatives of 47 international and regional organizations, such as the United 

Nations and 17 of its specialized agencies and programs, as well as representatives 

of local governments, non-governmental organizations, academic institutions and 

the private sector. In total, more than 700 people took part in two days of discussion 

about one of the most pressing issues and ambitious goals of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development.  

During the opening ceremony of the Symposium, the President of the Republic of 

Tajikistan, Mr.      Emomali Rahmon emphasized the importance of SDG 6, which is 

about everybody’s access to water and sanitation. This goal also covers the issues of 

water quality, its efficient use, implementation of integrated water resources 

management, protection of water ecosystems, as well as expansion of water 

cooperation and partnerships, and is related to several other SDGs, making water a 

key element in the new development agenda. With regard to the newly proposed 

International Decade for Action “Water for Sustainable Development”, President 

Rahmon expressed hope that this initiative would help attract more and 

comprehensive attention to the implementation of SDG 6. Moreover, he expressed 

hope that the newly established High Level Panel on Water would play a significant 

role in discussion and consideration of the key global issues on water, including 

climate change. 

In his message delivered by Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for 

the Least Developed Countries, Small Island Developing States and Landlocked 

Developing Countries Mr. Gyan Chandra Acharya, the United Nations Secretary-

General Mr. Ban Ki-moon underscored that water access is meaningless if it is not 
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safe and sanitation is not for all if it is not equitable. He invited all partners to join 

forces to improve the management of the planet’s water resources, to transform the 

delivery of water and sanitation services for billions of people, to learn to work in 

partnership engaging all stakeholders, as well as to strengthen capacity building by 

helping foster an exchange of best practices and lessons learned. The opening 

ceremony of the Symposium was also addressed by the Chair of UN Water (in video 

message), by the Permanent Representatives of Finland (on behalf of Permanent 

Representatives) and Mauritius (on behalf of the Sherpas to the High Level Panel on 

Water) to the United Nations in New York, by the Secretary-Generals of the 

Economic Cooperation Organization and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, 

by the Acting Senior Director of the World Bank’s Global Water Practice, as well as 

by the Vice-chair of the Global Water Partnership. These statements by different 

kinds of stakeholders gave a special focus to discussions. 

The main discussions then continued within eight Thematic Sessions. They were co-

organized by some Member States, various UN specialized agencies and bodies and 

international financial institutions. They focused discussions on the following issues 

that play an important role for the achievement of the SDG 6:  

1. Multi-stakeholder partnership initiatives for the SDGs and the Water for 

Sustainable Development Decade; 

2. Universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all; 

3. Access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all; 

4. Increase water-use efficiency; 

5. Integrated water resources management; 

6. Protect and restore water-related ecosystems; 

7. Improve water quality by reducing pollution; and  

8. New and innovative water cooperation mechanisms for sustainable 

development.  

 

 1. Multi-Stakeholder Partnership Initiatives for the SDGs and 

the Water for Sustainable Development Decade 

The session addressed various levels of the issue, from substantive to institutional, 

from local to global. A wealth of partnership experience and lessons learned was 

presented with remarkable contributions to the water and sustainable development 

discourse, illustrating the complementary roles of different stakeholders in 

achieving SDG 6 and targets.  

On the issue of partnership, the need to engage all relevant stakeholders was 

emphasized, as governments cannot do it alone. The importance to work with the 

grassroots and to ensure local ownership was stressed by all, as was the need to 

build capacity and knowledge for countries and communities to address their 

challenges. The importance of addressing the gender dimension of water for 

sustainable development was also stressed, as well as the importance of giving a 

voice to the most vulnerable populations and vulnerable groups of countries. 

Cultural aspects are also an important element in bottom-up approaches for 

sustainable water management. The water, energy, agriculture, food and nutrition 

nexus needs to be considered in the context of partnerships to make better use of 
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existing resources. The development of community groups, from the bottom up, 

under the inspiring leadership, continuous support and guidance of NGOs, showed 

what civil society can achieve with a cross-sectoral approach and support from 

various stakeholders. The importance of the involvement of local authorities and the 

long process of building trust and capacity to form effective local partnerships was 

underscored. The importance of ownership was supported by a number of speakers, 

as well as the need to have commitment from all parties. This is essential for the 

sustainability of outcomes. The need for education, technology transfer and robust 

financing, as well as the need for vertical integration of policy making and 

implementation was also noted. The strategic vision of governments to develop 

IWRM and inclusive participatory water governance was put forward as the 

foundation of sustainable development. Strong leadership from academia and civil 

society complementing the leadership of government is very important and can 

result in an institutionalized partnership of state and non-state actors. Moreover, this 

can be further developed at sub-national levels, as a framework for inclusive 

consultation and informed decision-making.  

Additionally, partnership initiatives represent a structural approach to realizing 

universal access and integrated and sustainable water management. The importance 

of setting clear objectives for partnerships was emphasized, given the diversity of 

partners, as well as the importance of continued evaluation and self-assessment. 

Five criteria were suggested to assess partnerships: policy relevance, additionality, 

effectiveness, efficiency and impact. The added value of a global network to build 

global knowledge and facilitate and strengthen multi-stakeholder partnerships at all 

levels, such as the Global Water Partnership, was also demonstrated. Such 

partnerships are seen as vehicles for vertical integration, as well as important inputs 

for agenda setting and informed decision-making by the global leadership. Also, it 

was pointed out that partnership building is a long and elaborate process that 

requires sufficient human and financial resources. Pre-investment on social capital 

would lead to better returns on financial investments. The considerable capital 

losses of the past due to project outputs not reaching the intended beneficiaries and 

to systems not being maintained need to be prevented. In order to speed up the 

elaborate and often lengthy partnership process, GWP is developing a peer 

reviewing and peer learning mechanism for Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships on water 

and sustainable development, building on its 20 years of experience and in 

continuation of the process initiated during the Water for Life Decade. 

Tajikistan pointed out the centrality of access to water and sanitation in achieving 

the SDGs, as evidenced in the stand-alone goal on water. It was underlined, 

however, that sustainable development could only be achieved when we consider 

SDG 6 in a holistic manner, as interlinked with all the other SDGs, as well as by 

using IWRM to ensure prudent and fair trade-offs about water for different users 

and uses. It was noted that the Water for Life Decade has shown us the value of 

continued attention for water issues on the global policy agenda. The proposed 

decade is considered important for several reasons, but particularly to foster the 

political will necessary to ensure implementation of the SDG 6 and related targets, 

by supporting enhanced partnership, and to strengthen the process that is necessary 

to develop a comprehensive approach at national level and create adequate 

mechanism for implementation in each country. Many underscored the need for the 

proposed decade as part of a new global architecture that would help harmonize 

existing global initiatives, including the High-Level Panel on Water, consolidate 
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gains made during the previous Decade on Water for Life, as well as ensure that 

global processes trickle down to the final beneficiaries. The proposed Water for 

Sustainable Development Decade received wholehearted support of a number of 

governments and institutions, as a way of filling substantive and institutional gaps. 

A number of recommendations were made on the initiative, including a proposal 

that the new decade should call for and subsequently work alongside an 

intergovernmental body on water cooperation under the United Nations. It was also 

noted that the proposed decade should inspire meaningful transformation and the 

cooperation necessary to implement SDG 6, as well as related SDGs.  

 

 2  Universal and Equitable Access to Safe and Affordable Drinking Water for All 

Ensuring that no one is left behind in enjoying access to safe and affordable 

drinking water is a major challenge in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

Focusing on poor and vulnerable groups, in both urban and rural areas, will be 

essential to achieving SDG 6. An integrated strategy, built on the principle of the 

human right to water and sanitation, adequate investment in water infrastructure, 

improved water governance, targeted support to the vulnerable groups and 

participation in decision making, will be essential to accelerating momentum for 

action and progress. 

Water supply is a top priority for most countries. It was included in the MDGs and 

is one of the targets of SDG 6. This is important not only for social development, 

but also to sustainable development, peace and security. Over the last decade, 

significant funding was dedicated to water cooperation. The need to implement the 

human rights on water and to make water accessible and affordable was also 

recalled. Focusing on poor and vulnerable groups will be essential to accomplish 

SDG 6. Too many around the world suffer due to inappropriate management, lack of 

capacity, poor infrastructure and corruption. In some countries, in rural areas, a 

large share of the population does not have access to appropriate safe drinking 

water. Moreover, the maintenance system is not appropriate and water infrastructure 

is aging. Investment in water infrastructure is needed in order to reach SDG 6. Local 

governance and public participation play a key role. A legalistic approach is not 

enough. It is important to build institutional capacity, experience and practice, 

pursue de-monopolization, increase investment capacity and produce qualified 

specialists. Community planning and projects must be incentivized through 

education and clear management. Affordability is a key issue, but also the fact that 

climate change and water related disasters can deteriorate water quality. Poverty and 

gender are key elements for accessibility, equity and equality. Monitoring and 

regulation needs to be performed for water, tax incentives, operations and 

maintenance, citizen engagement, as well as stronger governance. Groundwater and 

surface water pose different challenges. Mining and stealing water is an issue in 

several countries, especially in conflict areas.  

One of the most essential uses of water is for drinking and household hygiene. This 

first use is captured in SDG target 6.1, which seeks to secure safe and affordable 

drinking water for all. Water for households represents an important share of total 

water use. Safe drinking water means that it is free of contaminants. The quality of 

raw water or sewage treatment contributes increasingly to the cost of safe drinking 

water. Considering that issues do exist not only in law but also with regard to 

institutional capacity, the investment for capacity building both to community and 

water practitioners is critical to increase literacy and institutional capacity and 
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empower women and vulnerable people. Good governance and sustainability 

through investment in water infrastructure with appropriate operations and 

maintenance for its resilience are required. Urgent and practical approaches should 

be based on facts (data) and knowledge (experience, practice). Therefore, 

monitoring and sharing good practices are essential to implement universal and 

equitable access to safe and affordable water.  

 

 3. Access to Adequate and Equitable Sanitation and Hygiene for All 

Target 6.2 “by 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and 

hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of 

women and girls and those in vulnerable situations” aims for adequate and equitable 

sanitation and hygiene for all. A safely managed sanitation chain is essential to 

protect the health of individuals and communities, as well as the environment.  

The limited progress in sanitation has often been attributed to lack of awareness and 

lack of political will on the part of governments. Efforts of the United Nations to 

put sanitation at the center of the development agenda include World Toilet Day 

(celebrated since 2001), the International Year of Sanitation (2008), the 

proclamation by the UN General Assembly of sanitation as a Human Right in 2010, 

the Sustainable Sanitation campaign “Five-Year Drive to 2015” and the End Open 

Defecation Campaign (2014). 

Through target 6.2, the international community, working through partnerships, now 

has the opportunity to close the sanitation gap as an essential element of eradicating 

extreme poverty. Ensuring that no one is left behind in enjoying access to adequate 

and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all will generate momentum for progress in 

achieving the other SDGs. As is the case with the other SDG 6 targets, focusing on 

the poor and vulnerable groups, in both urban and rural areas, will be key to 

success. A multi-pronged coordinated strategy, supported by investment in 

sanitation infrastructure and by targeted measures for girls and women, will help 

bring concrete progress on the ground and tangible benefits for all, especially 

vulnerable groups. 

The significant difference between MDG and SDG targets on sanitation is not only 

50% access and 100% access. The MDG target tried to achieve access to basic 

sanitation, while the SDG aims at achieving access to “adequate” and “equitable” 

sanitation. This session focused on “adequate access”, as well as “inequitable 

access” in relation to it, as those two words are the key for meeting target 6.2 and, 

more importantly, the other SDG goals and targets, such as poverty eradication, 

education and gender equality through sanitation. It is necessary to close the 

sanitation gap for the benefit of health and a healthy environment, the inequalities 

between urban and rural areas and between developed and developing countries, as 

well as the different challenges they face with respect to adequate sanitation.  

Panelists from different parts of the world with extensive experience in addressing 

sanitation issues at various levels shared their experience, the challenges 

encountered and their views on the way forward to achieve target 6.2. In these 

examples, keywords for success such as “ownership of users and communities”, 

“partnerships between public and citizens”, “demand driven approach” and “shared 

awareness of leaders and stakeholders” were identified. Also, features of adequate 

sanitation were identified as: used by all members of the community, consistently 

including hygiene practice, affordability, taking into consideration cultural diversity 
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and specific needs, being safe to use, both in terms of cleanliness and security, being 

properly maintained and managed, especially for public facilities, separating the 

waste from human contact, as well as ensuring disposal of waste and discharge with 

proper treatment.  

On the “equitable access” side, the importance of reliable and gender disaggregated 

data was seen as key to ensure adequate monitoring and evaluation, but also for 

informed decision-making and sensitizing governments and key partners. 

Monitoring access to sanitation by specific groups such as disabled, homeless and 

segregated people may also help in narrowing the gap in adequate access. The 

audience asked that specific attention be given to gender-based violence and the 

location, lack of security and separation of toilets in schools and public places. Also 

the importance of sanitation in conflict and post-conflict situations was raised as an 

area of concern. To achieve the SDG sanitation target, business as usual is not an 

option. A handicap of the sanitation sector is that programs are too often supply-

driven, technically oriented and not based on adequate inclusion of beneficiaries, 

especially the ones furthest behind, in the development and implementation of 

projects and programs. Lack of capacity and a voice of vulnerable stakeholder 

groups is one of the principal reasons. Empowering women and strengthening their 

organizations is very important, for example in the case of women.  

Considerable investment in partnerships and a comprehensive Water, Sanitation and 

Health (WASH) approach with equal attention for the sanitation and hygiene 

components were seen as the only viable option. Several speakers pointed to the 

importance of getting business on board as a partner and some examples of 

successful partnerships with the business community were given. Sustainable 

sanitation is a challenge. The current system is not perfect. It is pointed out that the 

way in which current urban sanitation systems are applied may unnecessarily 

pollute the environment. Furthermore, agreed standards and too strict regulations 

may result in the poor and vulnerable being excluded, as is the case in which 

municipalities cannot afford to apply the strict regulations imposed to the entire 

region. Resilient sanitation systems tailored to local situations should be developed. 

Successful approaches to close the water supply and sanitation cycle through eco-

sanitation in decentralized settings were presented. Integrated management of water 

supply and sanitation from financial, social, and environmental perspectives will 

provide a fast-track towards achievement of SDG 6.  

 

 4. Increasing Water Use Efficiency 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6.4 aims at substantially increasing water-use 

efficiency across all sectors, ensuring sustainable withdrawal and supply of 

freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reducing the number of people 

suffering from water scarcity by 2030. Global water demand is increasing due to 

population growth, economic development and urbanization trends. In some 

regions, the impact of these developments will be compounded by climate change, 

increasing relative water scarcity.  

As the potential for developing new sources of water, as recognized by the 

international community, diminishes, the efficient use of water is necessary to meet 

future demand. In the business as usual scenario, agricultural water consumption, 

mainly represented by highly inefficient surface irrigation (FAO 2014), is expected 

to increase globally by about 20% by 2050 (UN, 2014). Inefficiencies also persist in 
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municipal water supply: estimated losses from urban water networks range from 20 

to 50 percent. The session aimed at highlighting technical and policy solutions to 

increase water-use efficiency in various sectors. 

The session brought together a panel of international experts from across the world 

for an exchange of multi-sectoral and multi-scale experience on challenges and 

solutions to increase water use efficiency. Given interlinkages between the water 

users, the discussions were multi-sectoral in nature and explored options for both 

integrated approaches and sector-specific experiences, which could be utilized in 

achieving SDG 6.4 at local, national and regional level. The session included the 

findings of the World Bank’s report High and Dry: Climate Change, Water and the 

Economy, which provided an overview over global trends of water scarcity, 

efficiency in use and risks to the economy, as well as thematic presentations that 

focused on challenges to ensure urban water supply under a changing climate, as 

well as solutions to improve efficiency in urban water supply, technical and 

economic aspects of irrigation efficiency and the impacts of potential irrigation 

efficiency improvements at the basin level. 

First of all, some regions are already facing water scarcity and climate change will 

make situation worse, not only in regions which are already struggling but also in 

others. The challenge is one of uneven geographic distribution of water resources 

versus population. Not everywhere water is managed efficiently and solutions are 

possible to address these challenges. Second, while designing solutions, it is 

important to keep in mind that water is a cross-sectoral matter. Water needs to be 

managed across the water-food-environment-energy nexus. Third, to achieve 

efficiencies, water needs to be managed at the appropriate level and across the 

different levels (local-national-regional). Furthermore, solutions have various 

components: technical (infrastructure and new technologies), financial (incentives 

to shift to more water efficient use) and institutional. Not only government 

institutions, but also policies and laws need to guide the incentive structure and 

manage implementation of more water efficient use and behaviors. Last but not 

least, strong political will and sustained highest level commitment is required. 

Achieving water use efficiency and sustainable use, changing behavior is a long 

process that needs to be sustained in the long-term. As water scarcity will grow in 

the longer term and will affect our children and grandchildren, we need to continue 

to invest in the next generation to provide it with the capacities to cope with this life 

threatening challenge. 

 

 5. Integrated Water Resources Management 

Since 1992, the majority of countries (more than 80%) have embarked on reforms to 

improve the enabling environment for water resources management based on the 

application of IWRM, as stated in Agenda 21 and affirmed in the Johannesburg Plan 

of Implementation (2002). These efforts have required far reaching reforms for 

many countries with adjustments to water policy, water legislation and water 

resources planning. For some countries this has been complicated by the fact that 

water resources are a responsibility of lower administrative levels such as state, 

province or municipality. In addition, there have been complexities and a wide 

spectrum of success with establishing governance and institutional frameworks, 

applying management instruments, developing infrastructure, financing water 

resources management, stakeholder involvement, gender dimensions and capacity 

development. 
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Meanwhile, many water systems are shared by two or more countries and these 

transboundary resources are interlinked by a complex web of environmental, 

political, economic and security interdependencies. Cooperative management 

frameworks exist for only about 40% of the world’s international watercourses (276 

in total), as per the UN International Watercourses Convention (2014). As a result, 

most of the world’s transboundary water resources still lack sufficient legal 

protection. Without adequate protection, it will be difficult, if not impossible, for 

riparian countries to cope cooperatively with existing and future threats from human 

pressure and environmental change. 

This session formulated a number of conclusions. First, IWRM remains relevant and 

must be a key component of planning towards sustainable development and building 

climate resilience. IWRM is still a valid paradigm for sustainable water 

management. Even if most countries have embarked on reforms to improve their 

enabling environment based on the application of integrated approaches, progress 

has been uneven and is more common in developed countries. It is slower in other 

countries as a result of capacity gaps, financial constraints and political economies. 

As the world encounters intensified water related disasters, floods and drought, 

IWRM can be used as a planning approach for disaster risk reduction. 

Second, water resources development and management is a “work in progress”. 

Continuing support is needed. There are benefits from improved practices backed by 

evidence. Improved policies, laws and institutional structures lead to better water 

resource management in practice. Some of the characteristics promoting good 

management include: lean and strong institutional arrangements, as well as good 

and real-time water related data and information. Engaging vulnerable and 

marginalized groups in a participatory manner in the decisions regarding IWRM 

should be ensured. Efficient and equitable allocation of water across sectors, users 

and uses remains to be fully explored and implemented further, particularly in the 

context of shared transboundary waters. 

Third, transboundary water management is taking place, but there are challenges 

and they will require time. According to some speakers, countries should be 

encouraged to ratify international watercourse conventions and implement their 

provisions. Lessons should be drawn from experiences of shared basin organizations 

that are developing or have completed the development of IWRM plans. Building 

confidence and organizational skills is a long-term process for transboundary 

organizations. Some results may take decades to achieve. Water diplomacy and trust 

building are urgently needed. Therefore, target 6.5 cannot be achieved without 

regional cooperation.  

Fourth, a regular global reporting mechanism on national and basin level water 

resources management should be established to monitor SDG indicator 6.5.1 

“degree of IWRM implementation (0-100) (IAEG, 2016)”, supporting monitoring of 

SDG target 6.5 “Implement IWRM at all levels, including through transboundary 

cooperation as appropriate”. This reporting mechanism must be robust, objective 

and transparent. Capacity development is needed for national and regional statistical 

offices to collect and maintain data that is necessary for integrated monitoring and 

reporting. 

Some additional recommendations on the way forward, include that financing water 

resources management is fundamental and includes pricing effects for water 

resources and ecosystem services. Increasing financing for both grey and green 
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water infrastructure is essential for IWRM. International support must be provided 

based on countries’ priorities and needs. Revitalizing and renewing commitments in 

multi-stakeholder partnerships and learning from experiences and facilitating 

exchange of knowledge and experience gained are also important to accelerate 

action. 

In recognition of these outcomes, UNDP pledges that it will build on its five 

decades of experience supporting countries to achieve their development goals. 

With boots on the ground in nearly 170 countries, UNDP can help convene the 

many different partners, which need to work together to get the job done. UNDP is 

also in a unique position to support countries to monitor, learn and apply lessons 

learned on IWRM and SDG 6 for sustainable development. UNDP is fully 

committed to playing its part as an integrator and accelerator in advancing water in 

the post-2015 development agenda for the benefit of people and the planet. 

 

 6. Protect and Restore Ecosystems 

The session provided an opportunity to assess the status of water-related ecosystems 

and their role in the global water cycle including implications related to climate 

change impacts. The session aimed at highlighting the role of ecosystems on 

freshwater availability and the benefits ecosystems offer to mitigate extremes of 

drought and flood, including a focus on how to manage and restore ecosystems for 

water services and biodiversity. The presentations provided information on best 

practices, lessons learned and experiences, as well as the common challenges and 

barriers being faced in particular by the LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs for the protection 

and restoration of water-related ecosystems. During the session, after an 

introduction on why we need to protect and restore ecosystems, speakers discussed 

four types of issues in different cases and regions of the world: problems for 

ecosystems, policy proposals to improve the situation, challenges for 

implementation, how to deal with the implementation challenges for protecting and 

restoring water-related ecosystems, as well as specific cases.  

Ecosystems are important for the provision of water services to society, important 

for improving water quantity (as they can capture and store water) and water quality 

(as they can decompose and/or absorb water pollutants). They protect us against 

climate change. There is also strong link between public health and the 

environment. Poor access to sufficient quantities of water can be a key factor in 

water-related diseases and is closely related to ecosystem conditions. SDG target 6.6 

seeks to halt the degradation and destruction of these ecosystems and promote the 

recovery of those already degraded and destroyed. The target includes aquatic 

ecosystems such as rivers, lakes and wetlands, but also mountains and forests, 

important for storing freshwater (e.g. in glaciers) and for maintaining high water 

quality. Not leaving anyone behind then also means protecting ecosystems in LDCs, 

SIDS and LLDCs. It is important to include those groups of countries, which are 

greatly affected by water-related challenges and may experience exacerbated 

impacts from pressures on freshwater ecosystems and biodiversity loss. 

There are different alternative policies to protect and restore ecosystems. Overall, it 

is necessary to implement IWRM. Proposals presented in the session included using 

green, natural infrastructure to substitute man made, physical infrastructure: 

mangroves instead of walls; wetlands instead of wastewater plants. There is a need 

to control and protect the sources of drinking water, protecting water from pollution 



A/C.2/71/3 

 

16-18078 17/20 

 

from household, point and diffuse sources. It is still possible to consider using 

groundwater as a reliable resource where recharge is greater than abstraction. In 

water-scarce countries, there are strong links between improved water management 

and conservation. This is also cost-effective. Lowering consumption, maximizing 

water supplies and promoting information sharing and education is cheaper than 

building new infrastructure. Policies in water scarce countries include improved 

efficiency in transportation in major projects, drainage projects, water reuse, water 

resource planning to protect public health and the environment, protecting quality, 

adaptation to climate change, as well as shore protection projects against erosion.  

There are different challenges for implementation. These include the following: 

IWRM is widely accepted, but it does not get implemented fully; there is no good 

monitoring or information on the health of ecosystems and how it evolves; people 

do not know enough about the importance of ecosystems; for water and health, there 

are different actors in the ministries in charge of health and water and they do not 

always work together, but in silos; ministries and agencies in charge of the 

environment are not influential enough; there is competition among stakeholders 

and there is not a level playing field, so ecosystems often end up with leftovers; 

financing for nature conservation is not coming through. Last but not least, there are 

several political challenges, including the difficulties and slow processes for 

reaching agreements among countries sharing the same body of water.  

Different proposals and cases were presented during the session on how to deal with 

the implementation challenges of the policies to improve and restore ecosystems. 

Several actions were mentioned, including improving our knowledge about the 

variety of ecosystems, showing the benefits of natural infrastructure such as 

glaciers, increasing stakeholder participation, giving voice and empowerment to 

stakeholders including women, targeted finance, improving incentives, monitoring 

and exchange of experience, as well as mutual assistance.  

 

 7. Improve Water Quality by Reducing Pollution 

This session addressed issues related to SDG target 6.3 “by 2030, improve water 

quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing release of 

hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater 

and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally”. Declining water 

quality has become a global issue of concern as human populations grow, industrial 

and agricultural practices expand and climate change threatens to cause major 

alterations to the hydrological cycle. The most significant sources of water pollution 

are the inadequate treatment of human waste and inadequately managed and treated 

industrial and agricultural waste. The session provided an opportunity to assess the 

status of the pollution problem in water streams and bodies at national and regional 

levels and the current and future programs related to improving water quality. It 

explored integrated approaches to freshwater management, including reducing 

agricultural pollution, restoring dead zones and water conservation measures. The 

presentations provided information on best practices, lessons learned and 

experiences as well as the common challenges and barriers being faced in particular 

by LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs.  

The discussions provided a platform to exchange knowledge and assess means for 

the effective implementation of programs designed to improve water quality and to 
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reduce pollution, including financing, technology transfer, capacity development 

and international cooperation.  

Water education and capacity building are key elements in providing the knowledge 

and skills required to face some of the most pressing current water challenges. As 

such, they are essential components of any meaningful strategy towards sustainable 

development and achieving SDG target 6.3. A holistic approach encompassing all 

levels of water education is needed, addressing its tertiary and professional 

dimensions and providing training for policy makers and the mass media, as well as 

school, vocational and technical education.  

Wastewater contaminates freshwater and coastal ecosystems, threatening food 

security, access to safe drinking and bathing water and providing a major health and 

environmental management challenge. Contaminated water from inadequate 

wastewater management provides one the greatest health challenges restricting 

development and increasing poverty through costs to health care and lost labor 

productivity. Well-managed wastewater will be a positive addition to the 

environment, which in turn will lead to improved food security, health and therefore 

aid the economy. Therefore, treatment of wastewater and reuse is a key factor in 

achieving SDG target 6.3.  

To provide a more comprehensive understanding of the health risks of wastewater 

use in agriculture, future research should consider multiple exposure routes, long-

term health implications and increase the range of contaminants studied, particularly 

in regions heavily dependent on wastewater irrigation. 

Each country should prepare and enforce water quality standards that describe the 

desired condition of a body of water or the level of protection. These standards 

should form a legal basis for controlling pollution entering the waters from a variety 

of sources (e.g., industrial facilities, wastewater treatment plants and storm sewers). 

Best practices, lessons learned and experiences of controlling declining water 

quality and reducing pollution should be exchanged and disseminated among 

counties. 

 

 8. New and Innovative Water Cooperation Mechanisms for Sustainable 

Development 

With 40% of the world’s population living in transboundary rivers and lake basins 

and more than 90% living in countries that share basins, transboundary water 

cooperation is critical for sustainable development. International rules have been 

established for better management between countries sharing transboundary water 

systems and more than 400 agreements worldwide have been adopted to govern 

transboundary rivers and lakes. For transboundary groundwater, the international 

rules are at their infancy, with a small number of transboundary aquifers having 

legal and institutional arrangements. Despite the availability of international rules 

including the UN Watercourses Convention, UNECE Water Convention and UN 

Draft Articles on the Law of Transboundary Aquifers, challenges still remain in 

establishing effective water cooperation mechanisms. Against this background, it is 

important to promote new and innovative water cooperation mechanisms for 

sustainable development. This session contributed to sharing best practices and to 

discussing new and innovative water cooperation mechanisms for sustainable 

development. 
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Participants were encouraged to draw best practices from river basin organizations 

with demonstrable experience in transboundary water cooperation, such as the 

OMVS (Organisation pour la Mise en Valeur du fleuve Sénégal) that has forty years 

of experience in this respect. OMVS is built for joint management of the River 

Senegal, the third longest waterway in Africa. OMVS is the basin organization that 

has adopted and systematically implemented the principle of joint ownership and 

benefit sharing of all developments implemented by the Member States. 

The main objective of the session being the sharing of best practices on water 

cooperation and identification of challenges and gaps that prevent effective water 

cooperation, the session highlighted Tajikistan’s contribution towards both national 

level and regional level water cooperation. Nationally, the government set up an 

inter-ministerial steering committee as a platform for promoting cross-sectoral 

dialogue and cooperation amongst relevant ministries. At the river basin level, the 

government is in the process of setting up river basin organizations that would 

promote basin level dialogue and contribute to water cooperation amongst the 

riparian countries. This effort would strengthen, amongst other things, the existing 

agreement signed in 1992 by the riparian heads of state on the use and management 

of the Aral Sea water resources. Water diplomacy and benefit sharing is important to 

foster mutual trust and cooperation.  

In Morocco, water resource development is guided by a new medium to long term 

integrated water policy that is based on the results of studies by various actors that 

led to the development of the water resource master plans. No river basin in the 

country is transboundary. As such, a national contractual framework exists between 

all stakeholders and concerned partners to ensure sustainable water management of 

aquifers and preservation of their quantity and quality as well as the prevention of 

flooding. Internationally, Morocco cooperates with other riparian states of the 

Mediterranean basin in terms of hydro-meteorological information sharing.  

In the Asia and the Pacific region, many water bodies are transboundary. Cohesive 

management is therefore needed. Although water infrastructure is crucial for 

mitigating water-related disasters, it only accounts for approximately 1% of total 

global investments, thus reducing the motivation for cooperation. Notwithstanding 

the present circumstances, UNESCAP assessed cross-sectoral inter-linkages 

between SDG 6 and the other SDGs at the target level with the view of identifying 

opportunities for integrated high-impact interventions (i.e. leverage points) that 

could inform the organization’s development of a regional roadmap for the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The intervention 

is expected to enhance strategic planning and management in pilot countries 

regarding the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, as well as complement 

opportunities for regional and global synergies, including aspects of transboundary 

water cooperation. 

The Environment and Security Initiative (ENVSEC) is a partnership between 

OSCE, REC (Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe), 

UNDP, UNECE and UNEP with NATO as an associated partner. ENVSEC’s 

approach is to ensure stakeholder ownership, political endorsement through national 

and regional consultations and implementation of targeted projects that encourage 

transboundary cooperation.  

Strengthening cooperation for the sustainable management and environmentally 

sound protection of trans-boundary aquifers is also important. 276 watersheds and 
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592 aquifers around the world transcend boundaries of two or more countries. 

Whilst there are 3,600 treaties relating to the use of the world’s 276 transboundary 

waters that had been catalogued since 800 CE, only six are over groundwater. 

UNESCO-IHP has embarked on support towards the realization of the six 

transboundary groundwater agreements, starting with the compilation of a world 

inventory of transboundary aquifers and developing wise practices and guidance 

tools concerning shared groundwater resources management through the long term 

Internationally Shared Aquifer Resources Management (ISARM) Programme, 

launched at the 14
th

 Session of the Intergovernmental Council of the UNESCO-IHP 

(2000).  

From the thematic session deliberations emerged the following eight key messages: 

1. Water should be used as a catalyst for cooperation and not as a source of 

conflict; 

2. Water diplomacy is pivotal for fostering mutual respect and beneficial water 

cooperation; 

3. Demonstrable benefit and cost sharing provide incentives for transboundary 

water cooperation; 

4. Methodological analysis for illustrating intersectoral linkages can promote 

transboundary water cooperation; 

5. Institutional framework that links the international technical level 

consultations with political decision making mechanisms for riparian member states 

is vital; 

6. Water resources knowledge generation, sharing and stakeholder participation 

is of cardinal importance; 

7. Status of groundwater use needs strong legal backing in order to enhance 

holistic transboundary water cooperation; 

8. Sharing of best practices that promote political will for effective water 

cooperation amongst various global regions is essential to foster a common 

understanding.  

 

  

 


