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  South Africa:* draft resolution 
 

 

  Information and communications technologies for development 
 

 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling its resolutions 56/183 of 21 December 2001, 57/238 of 20 December 

2002, 57/270 B of 23 June 2003, 59/220 of 22 December 2004, 60/252 of 27 March 

2006, 62/182 of 19 December 2007, 63/202 of 19 December 2008, 64/187 of 

21 December 2009, 65/141 of 20 December 2010, 66/184 of 22 December 2011, 

67/195 of 21 December 2012, 68/198 of 20 December 2013 and 69/204 of 

19 December 2014, 

 Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions 2006/46 of 28 July 

2006, 2008/3 of 18 July 2008, 2009/7 of 24 July 2009, 2010/2 of 19 July 2010, 

2011/16 of 26 July 2011, 2012/5 of 24 July 2012, 2013/9 of 22 July 2013 and 

2014/27 of 16 July 2014 and taking note of Council resolution 2015/26 of 22 July 

2015 on the assessment of the progress made in the implementation of and follow -

up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society,  

 Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming 

our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”, recognizing that it 

builds on the Millennium Development Goals and seeks to complete their 

unfinished business, and stressing the importance of implementation of this new 

ambitious Agenda, which has poverty eradication at its core and aims at promoting 

the social, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainable development, 

 Reaffirming also its resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis Ababa 

Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for 

Development, which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, supports and complements it and helps to contextualize its means of 

implementation targets with concrete policies and actions within the framework of a 

revitalized Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, 

 * On behalf of the States Members of the United Nations that are members of the Group of 77 

and China. 
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 Recalling further its resolution 68/302 of 31 July 2014 on the modalities for 

the overall review by the General Assembly of the implementation of the outcomes 

of the World Summit on the Information Society, and welcoming the high -level 

meeting of the General Assembly for the overall review to be held in December 

2015, 

 Recalling the Declaration of Principles and the Plan of Action adopted by the 

World Summit on the Information Society at its first phase, held in Geneva from 

10 to 12 December 2003,
1
 and endorsed by the General Assembly,

2
 and the Tunis 

Commitment and the Tunis Agenda for the Information Society adopted by the 

Summit at its second phase, held in Tunis from 16 to 18 November 2005,
3
 and 

endorsed by the Assembly,
4
  

 Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on progress made in the 

implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the 

Information Society at the regional and international levels,
5
  

 Noting the holding of the World Summit on the Information Society Forum, 

jointly organized annually by the International Telecommunication Union, the 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the United Nations 

Development Programme, 

 Noting also the establishment of the Broadband Commission for Digital 

Development, at the invitation of the Secretary-General of the International 

Telecommunication Union and the Director General of the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, taking note of the “Broadband 

targets for 2015”, which sets targets for making broadband policy universal and for 

increasing affordability and uptake in support of internationally agreed development 

goals, including the Millennium Development Goals, taking note also of the report 

of the Broadband Commission entitled The State of Broadband 2014: Broadband for 

All, which provides a country-by-country evaluation of those targets and the state of 

broadband deployment worldwide, as well as the 2015 report of the Broadband 

Commission entitled “Combating Online Violence against Women and Girls: A 

Worldwide Wake-up Call”, which reveals that a growing number of women online 

have been exposed to some form of cyberviolence, and urges Governments and 

industry to work effectively together to better protect the growing number of women 

and girls who are victims of online threats and harassment,  

 Noting further the holding of the eighteenth session of the Commission on 

Science and Technology for Development in Geneva from 4 to 8 May 2015, and the 

substantive discussion on the 10-year review of progress made in the 

implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society 

that took place during that session,  

 Noting the summary of the substantive discussion on the 10 -year review 

conducted by the Commission on Science and Technology for Development, 

together with the interventions made in that regard and the report prepared by the 

__________________ 

 
1
  See A/C.2/59/3, annex. 

 
2
  See resolution 59/220. 

 
3
  See A/60/687. 

 
4
  See resolution 60/252. 

 
5
  A/70/63-E/2015/10. 

http://undocs.org/A/C.2/59/3
http://undocs.org/A/60/687
http://undocs.org/A/69/65-E/2014/12
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secretariat of the Commission, entitled Implementing WSIS Outcomes: A Ten-year 

Review, which have been forwarded to the preparatory process for the high-level 

meeting of the General Assembly as input for the deliberations,  

 Noting also the references to information and communications technologies 

contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and  the Addis Ababa 

Action Agenda, 

 Recognizing the fact that information and communications technologies are 

critical enablers of economic development and investment, with consequential 

benefits for employment and social welfare, and that the increasing pervasiveness of 

information and communications technologies within society has had profound 

impacts on the ways in which Governments deliver services, businesses relate to 

consumers and citizens participate in public and private life,  

 Reaffirming that the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information 

Society related to Internet governance, namely, the process towards enhanced 

cooperation and the convening of the Internet Governance Forum, are to be pursued 

by the Secretary-General through two distinct processes, and recognizing that the 

two processes may be complementary,  

 Welcoming the efforts undertaken by the host countries in organizing the 

meetings of the Internet Governance Forum, held in Athens in 2006, in Rio de 

Janeiro in 2007, in Hyderabad, India, in 2008, in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, in 2009, 

in Vilnius in 2010, in Nairobi in 2011, in Baku in 2012, in Bali, Indonesia, in 2013, 

in Istanbul, Turkey, in 2014, and in Joao Pessoa, Brazil, from 10 to 13 November 

2015, 

 Stressing the importance of inclusiveness within the United Nations 

development system and that observer States be taken into account in the 

implementation of the present resolution,  

 1. Recognizes that information and communications technologies have the 

potential to provide new solutions to development challenges, particularly in the 

context of globalization, and can foster sustained, inclusive and equitable economic 

growth and sustainable development, competitiveness, access to information and 

knowledge, poverty eradication and social inclusion that will help to expedite the 

integration of all countries, especially developing countries, in particular the least 

developed countries, into the global economy;  

 2. Encourages strengthened and continuing cooperation between and 

among stakeholders, taking into account their respective roles and mandates, to 

ensure the effective implementation of the outcomes of the Geneva
1
 and Tunis

3
 

phases of the World Summit on the Information Society;  

 3. Notes the progress that has been made by United Nations entities in 

cooperation with national Governments, regional commissions and other relevant 

stakeholders, including non-governmental organizations and the private sector, in 

the implementation of the action lines contained in the outcome documents of the 

World Summit on the Information Society, and encourages the use of those action 

lines for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development;  

 4. Recognizes that the progress achieved in the implementation of the  

outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society has been uneven and that 
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serious challenges still remain in place around the world, and in this regard 

expresses concern about the critical digital and broadband divides between 

developed and developing countries, which need to be addressed through enhanced 

affordability, education, capacity-building, technology transfer, appropriate 

financing, international cooperation and an enabling policy environment at all 

levels; 

 5. Notes the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the 

Information Society at the regional level, facilitated by the regional commissions, as 

observed in the report of the Secretary-General on progress made in the 

implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit at the 

regional and international levels;
5
 

 6. Encourages the United Nations funds and programmes and the 

specialized agencies, within their respective mandates and strategic plans, to 

contribute to the implementation of the outcomes of the World Summit on the 

Information Society, and emphasizes the importance of allocating adequate 

resources in this regard; 

 7. Welcomes with appreciation the offer made by Mexico to host the 

meeting of the Internet Governance Forum in 2016, and recommends that the 

extension of the mandate of the Forum be considered in the context of the overall 

review in 2015; 

 8. Takes note of the report of the Working Group on Improvements to the 

Internet Governance Forum,
6
 and requests the Secretary-General to continue to 

submit, as part of his annual reporting on the progress made in the implementation 

of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society, 

information on the progress made in the implementation of the recommendations 

contained in the report of the Working Group, particularly on enhancing the 

participation of developing countries;  

 9. Stresses the need for the enhanced participation of all developing 

countries, in particular the least developed countries, in all meetings of the Internet 

Governance Forum, and in this regard invites Member States, as well as other 

relevant stakeholders, to support the participation of Governments and all other 

stakeholders from developing countries in the Forum itself, as well as in the 

preparatory meetings; 

 10. Recognizes the need to harness the potential of information and 

communications technologies as critical enablers of sustainable development and to 

overcome the digital divide, and stresses that capacity-building for the productive 

use of such technologies should be given due consideration in the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda;  

 11. Calls upon the relevant organizations of the United Nations system, 

within their respective mandates and resources, to include observer States in the 

implementation of the present resolution;  

 12. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its 

seventy-first session, through the Commission on Science and Technology for 

Development and the Economic and Social Council, a report on the status of the 

__________________ 

 
6
  A/67/65-E/2012/48 and Corr.1. 

http://undocs.org/A/67/65
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implementation of and follow-up to its resolution 69/204, taking into account the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, the 

review process of the World Summit on the Information Society and other relevant 

processes, as part of his annual reporting on the progress made in the 

implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the Summit at the regional and 

international levels;  

 13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-first session 

the item entitled “Information and communications technologies for development” . 

 


