
which have happened today. l!nfortunately, 
however, it dqes not undo what was done yes-
terday. · ,_ · , . . ' _ , 
. Consequently, I · hope from the bottom of my. 

heart that this Committee will see, its way clear 
to recommending to the . General Assembly not-

. · that it alter its 'decision, which is impossible, and ' 
. not that it 'reconsider it, which is undesirable; 
but that it be so good as to pass another resolu­
tion whereby the Arabs of Palestine will express­
ly be given their 'rightful due. That is the expla-

. nation of my abstention. 

Mr. AsAo AL-FAQIH (Saudi Arabia) (trans­
lated from French) :· In the name of my dele­
gation I associate myself with the statement 
which the representative of Syria has made; I 

. have the same reasons for abstaining from voting 
as he has. -

The CHAIRMAN: If there are no further 
statements, we will vote. 

A vote was taken by show of hands. 

The CHAiRMAN: The result is forty votes in 
favour of the resolution, no votes against, and 
~even abstentions. The resolution - ( docun;tent 
A/ C.l /151) is· carried. 

I think this is· a very good occasion on which 
to conclude· our work for the day. Before doing 
so, I should like to ask the members of the Sub­
Committee which was created this afternoon, 
if they would be good enough to remain for, a 
minut~ so that we can ~ake arrangements for 
the first meeting. · 
· In addition, I should like to inform the Com­
mittee there will be distributed to you during 
th~ evening a resolution from the representative 

' of Argentina which concerns the agenda-the 
lonstitution and instruction of a special com­
. mittee. A resolution on the. sanie subject from 
·the representative of the - Unjted States has 
been submitted and will be circulated.. · The 
Argentine ~esolution is document A/C.f/149 
and the United States resolution is A/C.l/150. 
They will no doubt .provide us with subjects for 

· discussion · at our meeting tomorrow .at 11.00 
a.m. 

The meeting is adjourned. · 

The meeting rose at 6.25 p.m. 

-_FORTY -EIGHTH MEETING 

·Held at Lake. Success~ New York, on Wednesday, 
7 May 1947, at 11 a.m. 

' . 

Chairm~n: Mr. L. B. PEARSON (Canada). 

6. Constit~ting and instructing a special 
committe~ to-prepare for the considera­
tion. of the question of Palestine at the 
$econd rregular session of the General 
Assembly (document A/C.l /136) 

The 'CHAIRMAN: · -The forty-eighth meeting 
of the First Committee is called to order. ,I note 

aujourd?hui; malheu~eusefnent, elle ne change _ 
rien' a ce qui a ete fa,l~t ~ier. - ' 

. dest pourquoi j'es~ere du fo~d du creur q~e 
la Commission· recdmmandera a ·1' Assemblee 
generale, ncin. pas d~ modifier sa decision, ce 
qui est impossible, n~n pas de reprendre l'exa­
inen de la question, ljce qui n'est pas desirable, . 
mais de bien vouloir l!voter une autre resolution, 
reconnaissant express~ment aux Arabes en Pales­
tine ·les droits qui I~~r reviennent . . Telles sont 
les raisons pour lesqu1elles je m'abstiendrai. 

h . 

M. AsAo AL-FAQik (Arabie saoudite): .Au 
d d. 'I , . II • ' • ' I d 'cl nom e rna e egat10I;1, Je m assooe a a e ara-' 

tion faite par le reptesentant de la Syrie. J'ai 
les . memes raisons q~e lui pour m'abstenir lors 
du vote. i! · 

u 

ii 
jl 

Le PRESIDENT ( trqduit de l' anglais) :· Si per-
sonne ne desire plu~ prendre la parole, nous 
allons passer au voteV 

On procede au vo~e a main levee. 
1- • 

Le PRESIDENT ( tr&duit de l' anglais) : Voici le 
resultat du scrutin: quarante voix pour, aucune 
voix contre, sept abstentions. La 'resolution (do-
cument A/C.l /151) ll est adoptee. · 

J e crois le momei{t bien choiSi pour clare I a 
seance aujourd'hui. it Avant de ;le faire, je de­
manderai aux memores de la Sous-Commission 
creee cet a pres-midi!! de 'bien vouloir rester ici 
une minute pour org~niser leur premiere seance. 

I . 

P ill . lid ·. . I. b d ar a eurs, Je vou raiS aVISer es mem res e 
Ia Commission qu'onliva leur distribuer, au cours 
de la _soiree, Ie texte i'd'une resolution sur l'ordre· 
d1,1 jour emanant du ~epresent~nt de !'Argentine, 
et qui . a trait a la cfeation et au i:nandat de la 
commission speciale.il Sur la merhe question, le 
representant des Etats-Unis a depose une resolu­
tion qui vous sera cqmmuniquee. La resolution 
de !'Argentine constitue le document A/C.l/149 
et la resolution dd Etats-Unis, Ie .document 
A/C.1/150. Ces d~ux textes seront discutes, 
sans aU<;un doute, ~ notre seance de demain, 
qui aura lieu a· 11 ~peures. 

. . . !! 
La seance est levee. 

li ,, 
La seance e~t levee a 18 h. 25. 

ij 
li 

- I! 
QUA.RANTE-'HUITIIEME SEANCE 

t enu~ a Lake Succ~ss, New-York, le mercredi 
'7 mai 19~7, a 11 heu~es. . 

President: M. L. k PEARSON (Canada). 

6.- CreaHon d'u~e commission specicde 
chargee de p~parer l'exa~en de, Ia 
question pale~,inierme par I' Ass~mbh!e 
generale a sai· deuxieme session ordi­
naire, et man~at de cette commission 
(document A/.~.1/136) 

Le PRESIDENT ~ (traduit de i' anglais) : La 
_ quarante~huitieme s~ance de la 'Premiere Com-_ 
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that it is now 11.1 7 a.m. and the meet.illg ,was '' 
supposed to begin at 11 a.m. Elc::ven o'clock is 
. not really very early in the morning, and I hope 
that we can begin punctually ·at. 11 ·a.m. -and 
at 3. p.m. Ap.d, if the Corruhittee .will allow me, 
by the presence of a quorum, I propose to start 
as sharply on time as possible. · 

... l i 

I- think I should announce to the Committee 
that following the pass~ge of our decision (d~cu­
ment A/C.1/151) yesterday/ I sent, as Chair­
man of the Committee, a communication to 'the 
Secretary· of the Palestine Arab delegation as 
follows: 

"Sir: 
"I have the honour to transmit the following 

r~solution adopted by the First Committee• of 
the Ge:neral Assembly at the forty-seventh· m('!et- , 
ing on 6 May 1947: 

"The First Committee resolves: 

"1. To grimt a hearing to the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine and to the Arab Higher 
Committee of Palestine ... " 
The rest of that resolution followed in 'the 

letter. The· final paragraph of my letter is. as 
follows: · 

.. "In view of this resolution, you may wish to 
reconsider the withdrawal' of the request of :the 
Palestine Arab delegation to be heard with· re-

. gard to the -constituting and instructing of the 
special committee referred to in the above 
resolution." · , 

I should also like to announce to the Com­
mittee that a communication for a hearing has 
been received from the Committee for Freedom 
of North Africa (document A/C.1/152). That 

, communication has been referred to the Sub­
Comrrlittee which was appointed yesterday, ilnd 
which will hold its first meeting at 10 a.m. this 
morning. 

The subject on our agenda this morning, 'item 
4, is the constituting and instructing of. a 
special committee to prepare for the considera­
tion of the question of_ Palestine at the second 
r~gular session (document A/CJ/136). · 

We made considerable progress yesterday, 
and I hope that on this item of the agenda we ' 
will ·be able to make equal progress today. ···In 
view of the discussion yesterday of our terms of 
reference, and particularly on this item of our 
terms of reference, I thmk it might be well to 
read once again what this item covers ·in the 
resolution adopted by the plenary Assembly, 

. whkh .binds us in our discussions. · 

The resolution (doc~ment A/C.1/136) is: 

"The General Committee, 
"Having considered at its twenty-eighth 

meeting the item on t~e provisional age;nda 

1 See the. forty-seventh .meeting, -pages 30 to 78. 
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mis.sion es't:o1,1ve~te. Je con~t~te qu'il est main­
tenant 11 h. '17 et que la r~union aurait du 

.-commencer a 11 heures. · Onze heures n'est pas . 
une heure .si matinale et j'espere qu'a l'avenir 
nous pourrons conimencer a 11 'heures c::t a 15 
heures precises.' Si les . mer'nbres de la' Commis­
sion me le permettent, je commericerai auss~ 
exactement a l'heure que possible, des 9,ue le 
quorum sera atteint. 

J'infornierai d'abord les membres de cette 
Commission qu'a ia suite de la decision ( docu­
ment A/C.1/151) que nous avons adoptee h!er\ 
j'ai envoye, en rna qualite de President de 'la 
Commission, la communication suivante au Se­
cretaire de la delegation 'arabe pour la Palestin~: 

"Monsieur, . \. . 
"J'ai l'honneur de vous transmettre la resol~­

tion suivante adoptee par la Premiere Comm1s- -
sion de l'Assemblee generale au cours. de · sa 
quarante-septieme seance, le 6 mai 1947: 

"La ~remiere Comtp.i~sion decide ce· qui 
suit: 

"1. D'accorde~ audience a l'Agence juive. 
de Palestine et au H<;tut Corriite arabe de Pal­
estine ... " 

· Suit le reste de la· resolution. Le paragraphe 
final de rna lettre est r~dige ~n ces termes: -

l 

"Etant donne cette resolution, vous desirerez 
peut-etre examiner a nouveau le retrait de la 
demande d'audition de la delegation arabe pour · 
la Palestine ·au sujet de la creation de la ·com-. 
mission speciale d'enquete et de son mandat qui 
font l'objet de la resolution ei-dessus." -

Je desire egalement signaler aux membres ·de· 
la Commission qu'm~e demande· d'audienye ,a _ 
ete faite par le Comite pour la liberation de 
!'Afrique du Nord (document A/C.1/152). 
Cette demande a ete transmise a la Sous-Com­
mission nommee hi~r, et qui doit tenir sa pre­
miere reunion a 10 heures ce matin. 

t~ point 4 quj ~st a l'ordre d~ jour de notre ' ' 
seance de ce matin a ,trait a la creation d'une 
commission. speciale chargee de preparer l'exa-; 
men de la question palestinienne par 1' Assemblee 
gerierale a sa deuxieme session ordinaire; et au 
mandat de cette commission ( dqcument A/C.1/ 
136). 

. Hier, nous avons fait de sen.sibles progres 
dans notre travail et j'espere qu'il en sera de 
meme aujourd'hui dans l'etude de ce point de 
notre ordre du jour. Etant donne le ·debat qui 
s'est deroule _ hier, au sujet de notre mandat et 
specialement sur ce point particulie:r de notre 
mandat, je pense qu'il serait utile de relire une _ 
fois de plus le passage de'la resolution 'adoptee 
par l'Assemblee generale qui traite de ce.'point 1 

et qui nous lie dans notre discussion. 

Void le texte de la resolution (document 
A/C.1/136): . . 

"Le Bureau de l' Assemblee, 
"Apres avoir examine au cours de sa vingt­

huitieme seance, le point de l'ordre du -jour 

1 Voir quarante-septieme seai).Ce, page 30 a 78. 



(document A/293) entitled 'Constituting and' proVISOire (document A/293) irit!tule 'Crea-
:instruct:ing a special cominittee to prepare for tio,n d'une commission speciale chargee de 
the consideration of the question of Palestine preparer l'examen ·de Ia question palestinienne 
at the second regular session,' submitted by the par l'Assemblee a sa deuxieme sessiop ordi- . 

. •Goven;Iment of the United Kingdom. . naire, et mandat de cette commission', presente 
par le Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni, 

"Recommends that the item be .placed. on "Recommande d'inscrire ce point a l'ordre 
the agenda of the General Assembly .and.· du jour.de l'Assemblee generale et de le reo-
referred for consideration to the First Com- voyer a la Premiere Commission pour exa-
mittee." men." 
Yesterday in the discussion, some fear, as a Hi~r, au cpurs de Ia discussion, certains mem-

matter o~ fact· also some confidence, was ex- bres ont exprinie Ia crainte, et d'autres, en fait, 
pressed that the Chairman would be unable to un certain espoir, que le President ne pourrait 
restrict the discussion on this item on the agenda pas limiter Ia discussion sur, le point a l'ordr.e 
and that it would be impossible not to talk about du jour, et qu'il serait impossible de ne pas 
the whole substance of the Palestine problem. traiter completement, a fond, le probleme de Ia 
Therefore, I think it is well just to recall again Palestine. II me semble done opportun de rap­
that our subject of discussion is the constituting peler que !'objet de notre debat est Ia constitu-· 
and :instructing of a special.· committee, and tion de Ia commission speciale et son mandat, et 
pnly that: On this item we have received two rieri d'autre. Deux textes de resolution nous 
resolutions, one from my colleague of Argeptina, ont ete communiques a ce sujet; un projet de 
in document A/C.1/149, which you have be- resolution, que vous avez devant vous, cancer­
fort; you, a draft resolution concerning a special · nant Ia creation d'une cpmmission speciale pour 
committee on the question of Palestine; the ·la question de Ia Palestine, projet qui nous est 
other resolution, A/C.1/150, from my colleague soumis par mon collegue d'Argentine dans le 
the representative of the United States, is a draft document A/C.1/149; !'autre texte contient un. 

· resolution concerning the establishment of a projet de resolution relatif a Ia creation d'une 
commission of inquiry on Palestine. These two commissicm d'enquete pour Ia Palestine, pre­
resolutions differ somewhat both in regard to sente dans le 'document· A/C.l/150 par mon 
the constitution and the terms of reference of the collegue; le representant des Etats-Unis. Ces 
p~oppsed special committee: deux resolutions different quelque peu l'une de 
,· !'autre, tant en ce qui concerne la constitution 

de Ia commission speciale, qu'en ce qui concerne 

I do not know how the Committee wishes to 
deal with thiS item on the agerida, but I should 
like to propose, myself, that it might be desir­
able; unless the Committee feels otherwise, to 
have in the first instance a short, I hope, general 
d~scussion on this. item on the agenda, both as 
·regards the constituting and the instructing of a 
special committee, after which general discussiqn 
we would be in a better position to decide how 
to' deal with the special resolutions which we 

. haye before us, and any other resolutions or 
specific proposal which may arise out of the 
general discussion..:, I wonder whether that pro­
cedure would commend itself .to the Committee .. 
If so, then we might begin our general discus­
sion on th~ constituting and instructing of a 
special committee of inquiry on the Palestine 
problem. 

. The first speaker I have on my list is the 
'representative of the United States of America. 

Mr. AusTIN (United States of America): 
I am about to explain, briefly, _the resolution 
offered by the Uni~ed States. Before doing that, 
permit me to express niy deep appreciation of 
the service rendered by the representative of 

·.·Argentina 1in offe~ing' the resolution which we 
have before us on· the part of Argentina. The 
purposes of both resolutions are the same, and 
the choice between the two is one of good 
judgment. -Neither of these resolutions, in .our 
op:inion, could lead to ,harm, but there are 
strong reasons why we take our position, not-· 

'withstanding the confidence expressed by the ' 

son mandat. ' 
J'ignore comment Ia Commission voudra trai­

ter ce point de l'orare du jour. Quant a :rp.oi, a 
mains que Ia Commission ne soit d'un avis 
coqtraire, je pense qu'il.serait peut-etre souhai". 
table d'ouvrir d'abord urt debat general, mais 
court j'e~pere, sur ce point·de l'm·dre du-jour: 
constitution de Ia commission speciale et son 
mandat. Apres ce debat d'ordre general, nous 
serons mieux en mesure de discuter les reso~ 
lutions particulieres dont nous sommes saisis, 
ainsi que toute autre resolution ou proposition 
concrete qui pourraient naitre du debat general. 
Je me demande si cette procedure recueillera 
!'approbation des membres de la Commission. 
S'il en est ainsi, nous pourrions commencer le 
debat general sur Ia constitution de Ia commis­
sion speciale d'enquete sur le probleme pa,les-

' tinien, et sur le mandat de cette commission .. 

Le premier orateur inscrit sur rna liste est le · 
representant des Etats-Unis d'Amerique. 

M. AusTIN (Etats-Unis d'Amerique) (traduit 
de l' anglais) : J'ai I' intention d'expliquer brieve­
ment Ia resolution presentee par Ia ·delegation 
des . Etats-Unis. Mais avant permettez-moi 
d'exprimer mes sinceres remerciements au repre­
resentant de I' Argentine, pour le 'service qu'il 
nous a rendu en presentant, au nom de son 
Gouvernement, la resolution que nous av.ons sous 

· les yeux. Le but des deux resolutions est le 
meme et le choix a faire entre les deux est ques­
tion de sain jugement. Aucune des deux reso­
lutions ne pourrait, a notre avis, mener a des 
resultats facheux, mais il y a-d'excellentes raisons 
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representative of Argentina ~in . providing that 
the investigatirig 'committee should consist of 
eleven Members, namely, China, France, Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom, 
United States and other States described therein. 

We . r.ecogniz_e the confidence expressed in 
bringing into the committee the, permanent 
members ·of . the . Security Council. There are 
so,me advantages in tpat,, but from our point of 
view, the superior advantages in having a neutral 
committee, in the.-beginning, caused us to ad­
here to our· suggestions which 'we haye made 
that the permanent members should not be on 
the committee. Our thought in the matter is 
that although the perma[J.ent members could, 

· contribute to the work of that special committee 
some things that, perhaps, the non-permanent 
members could not contribute, yet the special 
interests involved among the five great Powers 
is a strong reason for not putting them on the . 
committee. 

I 

We wish to make a record here that for all 
time, for all posterity, will be one of soiuid judg­
ment, and to make our beginning one that sets . 
up as nearly an independent body as we can 
devise. We would hardly recognize that a body 
which contains the five ·great Powers was en­
tirely independent and inost removed from bias. 

. . We would have .to aqmit in the beginning that 
we had mingled · ill this committee opposed in­
terests and opposing biases which might delay 
and interfere with a unanimous agreement in 
that special comn;tittee, which is so necessary . 
for us to start our work in the September meet-

. ing of the General Assembly. 

Therefore, I regret that I find myself obliged 
to adhere to the position of the United States on . 
that point. However, . I thank the representative 
of Argentina for his confidence .in saying that, 

· notwithstanding these interests, the permanent 
members could assume a position of fairness·and 
freedom from any ulterior pressures. This is a . 
great compliment to the great Powers. 

It may be quite ·true that we could start off 
with our minds cleared of fixed ideas, free frotn 
bias. Nevertheless, would it suffice· in our appear­
ance before the world upon this very difficult 
question? Must ~e not also, besides being neu­
tral, give the appearance of being neutral? 

It is with this purpose in mind that the United 
States has offered in its resolution to establish a 
committee of. inquiry on- Palestine consisting of 

· on~ representative of each of the following Gov­
ernme[J.ts: Canada, Czechoslovakia, Iran, Neth- · 
erlands, Peru, Sweden and Uruguay. . -

·You will note that this is quite a small com­
mittee. Possibly the -Committee may 1wish to 
enlarge it somewhat. . However, from our point 
of vie~, a small .committee could act more 
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expeditiously iJ?. an inquiry which will virtually 
take it round the world. 

This selection is made with regard to the geo­
graphical distribution of the States as well as 
with the idea in mind of having States which do 
not have apparent close interests involved in the 
problem they will have to study. I b~lieve I need 
say no more about that at this time.-. 

With regard to the fourth paragraph, instruct­
.ing the special committee, the United States pro­
poses the following: 

"To instruct the committee to assemble, 
analyse and collate all pertinent data on the 
question; to receive testimony from interested 
Governments and from such non-governmen­
tal organizations and individuals as the com­
mittee in its discretion may deem appropriate; 
to study the various issues which are involved 
and to submit to the next regular session of 
the General Assembly :such proposals for the 
solution of the problem of Palestine as it may 
determine to be useful for the effective consid­
eration of the problem by the General 
Assembly." 
The idea here tried out is to give to this com­

mittee a direction which is neither too broad 
nor' too narrow,· but one which is calculated to 
bring to us the very best type of report, to enable 
us to make a choice, if necessary, between two 
or more alternative plans. Of course, it might be 
that such a committee would come out with a 
unanimous single plan. That would be a rather 
remarkably good result, I should say. However, 
whatever recommendation this comp1ittee were 
to make, should it be constituted as we have sug­
gested here, it would have the benefit of both 
actual impartiality and independence, and the 
appearance of impartiality and independence. 

Therefore, the report of the committee, with 
as many alternatives as it chooses to make, 
would command the respect and gain the sup­
port of the conscience of all men. In our opin­
ion, that is more important than anything else. 
We believe that, uriless the work which we do in 
this matter can have the approbation of all men, 
or _nearly all men, it will not have power enough­
in and of itself to be a real solution of the prob­
lem. On the other hand, if we are fortunate 
enough to, get out a report which is free from 
the criticism of unfairness and has the merit of 
justice and good balance, as well as being a prac­
ticable ·plan, we will serve -humanity in a great 
degree. 

The other parts of this resolution relate to the 
implementation of the committee, so as to facili­
tate its work, namely, 

"To authorize the committee, in consultation 
with the Secretary-General, with a view to ensur­
ing adequate administrative services and econo­
my, to sit wherever_ it may consider necessary or 
desirable for the fulfilment of its functions." In 
this respeGt the General Assembly: 

''Requests the mandatory Power and other 
Members to make available to the committee, 
on its request, any pertinent data or factual in-

rruss1on pourrait mener plus rapidement cette 
enquete qui la _co~duira_ pra~iquement autour du 
monde. ; 

Nous avons fait::notre choix en tenant compte 
de la repartition geographique des pays et avec 
le souci de choisir'- des pays qui n'ont aucun in­
teret vital,apparent aux problemes qu'ils devront 
etudier. Je ne crois pas necessaire d'ajouter quoi 
que ce soit a ce que je viens de dire a ce sujet. 

Quant au quatrieme paragraphe, relatif 
au mandat a colif~rer a la commission Speciale, 
la delegation des E'tats-U nis propose: 

"De charger 1~ commission de reunir, d'ana­
lyser et de collationner tous les faits se rappor­
tant a.cette q~esiion; de recevoir le temoignage 
des Gouvernements interesses et de toutes or­
ganisations non gouvernementales ou de toutes 
personnes que la commission jugera bon d'en­
tendre; d'etudier les divers problemes qui se 
posent et de soumettre a la prochaine session 
ordinaire de 1' Assemblee generale les proposi­
tions de solution de la question palestinienne 
qu'elle jugera utile de presenter en vue d'uii 
examen efficace du probleme par l'Ass~mblee 
generale;" · 
Ce que nous cherchons par Ia c'est de donner 

a cette commission des directives qui ne soient ni 
trop larges ni trop etroites, mais qui soient de 
nature a nous faire remettre le meilleur rapport 
possible, a nous permettre de choisir, s'ille faut, 
entre deux ou plusieurs projets. Il se peut evidem­
ment qu'une telle commission arrive a nous 
proposer lin plan unique et unanime. Ce serait 
Ia, je l'avoue, un resultat tout a fait remarquable. 
Mais quelles que .. soient les recommandations 
faites par cette sommission d'enquete, si elle 
etait composee comme nous le proposons, ces 
recommandations auraient l'avantage d'etre et 
de paraitre a la fois impartiales et independantes. 

Quel que soit done le nombre de recomman­
dations qu'il conti~ndra, le rapport de cette com­
mission s'imposera au respect et a la conscience 
de tous les hommes. A notre avis, cela importe 
plus que tout. Nous pensons que, si la tache 
que nous entreprenons dans ce domaine ne 
recueille pas !'approbation de tous, ou de pres­
que tous les hommes, elle ne s'imposera, ni par 
elle-meme, ni en elle-meme, comme la veritable 
solution du probleme. Mais, si nous avons assez 
de chance pour fo'urnir un rapport indiscutable­
ment impartial, empreint de justice et d'equite, 
tout en restant sur le plan des realites, nous 
aurons rendu un grand service a l'humanite. 

Les autres parties de cette resolution se rap­
portent aux decisions pratiques qui devront fa­
ciliter le travail de''Ia commission, a sa voir: 
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"Autoriser la commission, apres consultation 
avec le Secretaire general, a s'assurer les services 
administratifs convenables et a realisei les econo­
mies necessai~es en siegeant partout ou elle le 
jugera necessaire ou souhaitable pour l'accom­
plissement de sa tache". Aux termes de cette reso-
lution, I' Assemblee generale: 

1 
· 

"Invite la Puissance mandataire et les autres 
Membres des Nations U nies a mettre a la dis­
position de la commission, sur sa demande, 



formation which it believes may be us~ful in t!,J.e 
preparation of its report; · 

"Requests the Secretary-General to el}t~r_· ipJQ\ 
suitable arrangements with the proper fl.uthbti~ 
ties of any State in whose territory the commit­
tee may wish to sit or to travel, to provide neces­
sary facilities, and to assign appropriate staff 
to the committee; · · 

"Authorizes the Secretary-General to reim­
burse travel and subsistence expenses of a repre~ 
se_ntative and an alternate representative from 
each Government represented on the committee 
on such basis and in such form as he may deter­
mine most appropriate in the circumstances; 

"Authorizes the Secretary-General to advance 
from the Working Capital Fund such funds as 
may be required to finance the expenses of the 
committee without regard to existing limitations 
on such advances." 

What I have to say on behalf of the resolution 
introduced by the United States is not in criti­
cism of the other resolution, and \Ve do not hold 
any views regarding the other resolution that 
could be resented in the slightest degree by any­
body truly interested in the solution of this prob­
lem. What we seek is a sound decision, a decision 
as nearly perfect as our human frailties will per­
mit. Certainly we wish to have this record show 
so that the entire world will know from the be­
ginning, that we aim at an impartial, independ­
ent and just solution of this question. · 

Mr. ARcE '(Argentina ) (translated from 
Spanish ) : The draft resolution which has been 
circ:ulated by the Secretariat sums up the Argen­
tine delegation's views on the composition and 
powers of the special committee of investigation 
which is to prepare for the consideration of the · 
question of Palestine by the General Assembly 
in September. -

Our viewpoint is based on a number of ge~­
eral principles, the impartiality of which cannot 
be questioned, even by those who do not agree 

· with them. 
First of all, the committee must be representa­

tive of the Assembly, which is composed of · 
fifty-five Members. It should have one repre­
sentative for every five Members of the Assembly 
and ought, therefore, to consist of eleven mem­
bers. Six Members, or an absolute majority, 
would constitute a quorum, and would make it 
possible for the committee to function. 

But in order that it should be really represen­
tative of the United Nations, its members should 
be chosen in such a way that all of the con­
tiqents would be represented in proportion to 
the number of Member States within their 
boundaries. 

The Member nations ·are fifty-five in number: 
_ of these, twenty-two are in America, sixteen in 
Europe, ten in _Asia, four in Africa and three 
in the Pacific _ area, or what is referred to geo­
graphically as Oceania. The American coun­
tries ought therefore to have four members, the 
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tous le.S faits pertinent~ et toutes. les informations · 
qtV~p.e est!mera utiles a -r~tablissement de son 

-rapport; · 
"In~teJ~-- ~ecretaire general a prendre les 

dispositibns :nei::essaires pour demander aux au­
torites de tous les Etats ou la commission desirera 
sieger ou voyager, de mettre a sa disposition les 
facilites necessaires et le personnel approprie; 

. "Autorise le Secretaire general a reinbourser 
les frais de voyage et de subsistance d'un repre­
sentant et d'un suppleant pour chaque Gouver­
nement represente a la: commission sur la base et 
de la maniere qu'il jugera les plus appropriees 
dans la circonstance; 

"Autorise le .Secretaire· general a prendre sur 
le fonds de roulement 'Ies sonimes necessaires 
pour faire face aux depenses de la commission, 
sans tenir ' compte des restrictions qui _existent 
en ce qui concerne ces avances de fonds." 

Ce que j'ai i:lit en faveur de la resolution 
presentee par la _ delegation des Etats-U nis ne 
constitue pas une critique de !'autre resolution, 
et notre ppint de vue a son sujet ne peut en 
rien indisposer ceux qui s'interessent vraiment 
a la solution de ce probleme. Ce que nous 
voulons, c'est une saine decision, aussi parfaite 
qu_e le permet la faiblesse humaine. Ce que 
nous voulons certainement montier ici, des 

_l'abord, au monde eritier, c'est que nous sommes 
a la recherche d'une solution impartiale, inde­
pendante et equitable de ce probleme. 

M. ARCE (Argentine) (traduit de l'espa­
g'l'fol ) : Le projet de resolution distribue par le 
Secretariat est un expose du point de vue de la 
delegation de !'Argentine quant a la composi­
tion et au mandat de la commission speciale 
d'enquete sur la Palestine chargee de reunir les 
elements necessaires a I'examen de la question 
palestinienne par I' Assemblee generale, lors de 
sa session de septembre. 

Notre opinion se fonde sur un certain nom­
bre de principes dont l'impartialite ne peut etre 
mise en doute meme par ceux qui sont d'une 
opinion differente. 

Nous pensons tout d'abord que la commissio~ 
d'enquete doit etre representfl.tive de l'Assemblee. 
Celle-ci se compose de cinquante-cinq Membres. 
II convient que la commission compte un repre­
sentant par cinq Membres de 1' Asseinblee et elle 
doit par consequent se composer de onze mem­
bres. Six membres, ·c'est-a-dire _la majorite ab­
solue; suffiraient pour que le quorum existe et 
que la commission puisse travailler. 

Toutefois, pour que cette commission· d'en­
quete soit veritablement representative des Na~ 
tions Unies, il faut en choisir les membres de 
fa~,;on a assurer une repartition geographique 
equitable des continents en tenant compte du 
nombre d'Etats Membres situes sur ces conti­
nents. 

Des cinquante--cinq Etats Memb'res, vingt­
_deux se trouvent en Amerique, seize en Europe, 
dix en Asie, quatre en Afrique et trois dans 
!'ocean Pacifique, ou mieux · dans la region 
qu'en geographie on appelle l'Oceanie. II 
convient done que quatre membres de la com-



.,· 

'European countries three,, the' Asiatic countries . 
two, Africa one, and Oceania one. 

We have spoken of constituting a committee 
of neutrals. I do not 'doubt th~t the co.untri~ 
to whom this difficult task will be assigned will 
endeavour to be neutral, and .will be able to 
show n·eutrality in this matter. But to be quite 
frank, I-do not believe any countries can be really 
neutral whether by reason of direct relation with 

· the political interests at stake; or by reason of 
political ties with Powers directly concerned in · 
the problem. · · 

That is why I thought it might be .better to 
leave it to the judgment of God, deciding by lot 
which countries should serve on the committe~. 
. If we proceed in this manner, nobody will be 
able to accuse us of partiality, and the members . 
who make up the committee will enjoy corn-

. plete. independence. 
1 

• • 

We are, however, dealing with a problem 
which requires .the presence of certain countries. 
The permanent members of the Security Council 

. have more responsibility in this problem than 
the other Members of the United Nations, and I 
feel that they should not try to evade it .. 

I The five countries of Arab origin are entitled 
to exactly one representative, since . they con­
stitute one-eleventh of the United Nations. 
That leaves five members to be chosen by lot. 

Apart' from the United States, which would 
· in any case be included on the committee, three 
more of . the twenty-one American countries 
would have to be chosen by lot to complete the 
representation of this continent. 

Europe, wHich is entitled to three members, 
already has its full 1 ntirnber of representatives 
with France, the United Kingdoi:n and the 
Soviet Union . . 

The Member countries of the Pacific 'area are 
entitled, to one representative, who should be 
.drawn hy lot from among Australia, the Philip­

. pines and New Zealand. 
Before determining the representation of 

Africa and Asia, it would be advisable to decide 
by lot which of the countries of ·Arab origin 
ought to belong to the Committee .. If Egypt 
were chosen, Africa would have its representa-

. tive and it would be necessary to draw lots to 
decide which of the non-Arab countries of Asia, 

'Afghanistan, India, Iran and Turkey, should, 
together with China, make up the representation 
of Asia. . .. 

If, on the other hand, one of the four Asiatic 
· countries were chosen to represent the Arabs, 
Asia's representation would be complete, and it 

. would .be necessary for Ethiopia, Liberia and 
'8outh Africa to draw lots for the position .of 
. representative of the African continent. · 

To bring together in one hall the so-called 
Big Five, a representative :of the Arab States 
and those of five other States chosen by lot is 
to place the problem in the hands of all those 
who have some interest in it and ought there­
fore to make an effort to find a solution for it. 

ffiiSSlOn appartiennent a J'.Anlerique, trOis a 
!'Europe, 'deux a J1Asie, .un a !'Afrique .et un a' 
l'Oceanie. · · 

On a a.ussi 'parle de la constitution d'une coni~ 1 
-

mission d'Etats neutres. Pour rna part, je ne 
dout.e pas que .Ies: pays a qui nous confierons 
une tache aussi · delicate s'efforcent de rester 
neutres dans cette question et qu'ils en soient 
cap?-bles. Mais, s'il me faut exprirner clairernent 
rna fat;on de voir, je dirai que je ne crois guere 
a la possibilite d'etre neutre, car si les nations 
ne sont pas directernent melees 'aux interets poli­
tiques en jeu, des liens politiques les unissen:t aux 
Puissances directernent interessees au problerne. · 

C'est pourquoi : je crois preferable de nous 
en rernettre au jugernent de Dieu, ~n tir'ant au 
sort le nom des pays qui feront pattie ·de la 
commission. Si nous procedons de cette fat;on, 
personne ne pourra nous acc.user de parlialite 
et les rnernbres de Ia commission possederont la 
plus complete libert.e d'acti<;>n. . 

Mais nous nous trouvons qevant un probU:rne 
qui necessite la presence de certains Etats Mern­
bres. Les rnernbres permanents du . Conseil de 1 

securite ont, vis-a-vis de ce problerne, une r.es­
ponsabilite plus ·grande que les autres Mernbres 
de l'Organis~tion des Nations Unies et, a rnon 

. avis, ils ne doivent pas l'eluder. 
Quant aux cinq pays arabes, 'ils ont droit a 

un repnSsentant, 'puisque ces pays constituent 
la onzierne partie des . Nations U nies. II ne reste 
done que cinq sieges a pourvoir par tirage au 
sort. 

Si l'on ecarte les Etats-Unis, qui feront d'office 
partie de la commission, il faudra tirer au sort 
trois representants parmi les vingt et un autres 
Etats d' Amerique pour completer Ia representa­
tion de ce continent . 
. La representation de !'Europe, qui a droit a 

trois sieges a la commission, est assuree si la 
France, le Royaurne-Uni et !'Union sovietique 
doivent. y sieger. 

Les Etats Mernbres du Pacifique ont droit a 
_un representant qui . sera tire au sort entre 
1' Australie, la Republique des Philippines et la 
N ouvelle-Zelande. 

Avant de decider de la representation du 
continent africain et de celle de l'Asie, il faudra 
decider quel est le pays arabe qui fera partie de 
la Commission. Si l'Egypte est choisie, elle . 
representera egalernent 1' Afrique, et nous devrons ' 
determiner par le sort entre 1' Afghanistan,· I'Inde, 
l'Jran et la Turquie quel pays non arabe assu­
rera avec la Chine la representation de l'Asie. 

I 
Au contraire, si un pays d' Asie etait choisi 

pour representer les Arabes, la representation 
asiatique serait par 13. inerne asstiree et il convien­
drait de choisir qui de l'Ethiopie, du Liberia et 
de !'Union Sud-Africaine representerait le 
continent africain. 

Reunir a une rneme table ceux qu'on appelle 
les cinq Grands, un representant des Etats 
arabes et les cinq .. autres Etats· designes _par le 
sort, c'est . confier le pr~blerne a ceux qui y 
sont interesses et, 'par consequent, a ceux qui 
devront s'efforcer d'en trouver la solution. 
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Arab~ and jews from Palestine and the Jewish 
Agency will be able to attend the meetings of 
the ·committee of investigation, and will have a 
voice though, of course, no vote. The manda­
tory Power will also have to be heard. .. 

· The committee should have absolutely un­
limited powers, not only 'to collect information 
and· record ,the facts, but also· tO' propose solu­
tions. The . cgmmittee should. · be empowered 
to propose any solution, ranging from the main­
tenance · of. the status quo to · the . indepe!Jdence 
of Palestine, for it is in order to find a solution 
for this difficult problem that the committee is ' 
_being set up. . · 
· The report and recommendations · or solutions 
which the committee may reach will have to.be ' 
submitted to the Secretary-General 'by 1 Sep­
tember next in order that he may ·communicate 
them to the Merrtbe.r States and place the report 

' as the first . item on the agenda. of the second 
regular session of the United Nations . Genera1 
Assembly. . . · · 

The committee· of investigation ought, of 
'course, to hear the United Kingdom in its 
capacity as mandatory Power, and the parties 
concerned: namely, a representative· of the 
~rabs · residing ·in Palestine, a representative of 
the Jews residing in Palestine and a -representa­
tive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. 

The Argentine delegation wishes to fulfil its 
duty by co-operating, with the· greatest impar­
tiality, in the soluti<?n of this problem. It has no 
interests at stake. It ,believes that its proposal 

· for the constitution of the committee .is the best 
way to be just and respect the rights of all. It 
does not, however, think that it has any plO­

, nopoly of the . truth, and consequently; in sub~ 
mitting this proposal for your consideratio'n, i~ 

. is prepared to hear arguments and to ' consider 
. points of view whichmay have escaped'its atten­

tion and which may upset or modify its op~nioi:J.. 
·What it desires is a just settlemep.t of this prob­
lem at .the earliest possible· date~ so that the · 
committee of investigation may begin its work 
without delay, . · 

We have just heard the representative of 
the United States, who told . us quite clearly 
that the United States would prefer not to be 
on the committee and suggested a smaller ,com-· 
mittee. I should have no objection to the second 
point. · · · ' 

As regards the 'first, I must say that if one or 
more of the permanent members on the Security 
Cou.ncil , would prefer riot to be on the commit­
tee, or ·would object to being on it, for reasons 

. such as those expresSed by, Mr. Austin, _or for 
other reasons w}lich r11ay appear later, the truth 
is that neither I nor the 'members of the com- . 
mittee could oblige them to · be on it and we · 
should r<::spect their attitude. 

I wfsh, however, to point out that in that 
case IflY p~oposal could not ·be maintained or 
proceeded with since it has a unity 'of concep­
tion and structure which allows only _very slight 
modifications. 

. · Les Arabes et les Juifs · ~e Palestine, ainsi que 
i' Agence juive, pourrbnt assister aux seances de 
la con,nnission d'enquete, prendre part aux. deli­

. berations, mais non aux scrutins. La Puissance 
lffialldataire devra etre entendue. I , 

La commission devra avoir l'autorite la plus , 
absolue, non seulement pour recuejllir des rensei~ 
gnements et reunir les faits, mais aussi pour 
proposer des solutions, depuis le maintien du 
statu quo jusqu'a l'independance de l'Etat pales~ 
tinien. La tache de Ia commission n'est-elle pas 
de trouver une solution au probleme ·difficile 
que nous avoll.s _a resoudre? 

Le rapport, les recommandations . et les solu­
tions de la commission d'enquete devront par-

' venir au Secretaire general ·avant le 1 er septem- _ 
bre, de fac;on qu'il puisse les communiquer aux 
Etats Membres 'et inscrire l'examen du rapport 

·comme premier point d~ l'ordre du jour de Ia 
deuxieme session ordinaire de l' Assemblee gene­
rale de 'notre Organisation. 

Naturellement, la commission d'enquete de~a 
· entendre le Royaume-Uni, en tant que Puissance 
mandataire, et les parties interessees, a savoir un ' ' 
represerit¥lt de· Ia population arabe de Palestine, 
un representant de la population juive de Pales­
tine et un representant de l'Agence juive de . 
Palestine .. 

La delegation de l' Argentine veut accomplir 
son· devoir et coll<J-borer a Ia solutio11. du pro­
bleme en toute impartialite, car _elle n'a aucun 
interet dans cette affaire. Elle corisidere . qti\>r­
ganiser la commission comme elle le propose est 
Ia meilleure. garantie de Ia, justice et · du respect 
des droits, de. tous, mais elle ·ne se figure pas , 
avoir le monopole de Ia verite et elle est prete, 
en consequence, a entendre discuter sa proposi­
tion. Elle sera heureuse d'accorder son attention 
a toutes les .opinions qu'elle aurait om}s d'exa­
miner et qui poufraient lui faire modifier ou, 
abandonner ·1a sienne. La delegation de l' Argen~· 

I tine desire voir la question resolue de fac;~n 
eq:uitable et le. plus rapidement possible, de fac;on 
que Ia conirhission d'eriquete puisse commencer · 
ses-travaux· immediatement. · 

Nous . venons d'enten~re le representant des 
Etai:s~uniS, qui a declare franchement que' les 
Etats-Unis prefereraient ne pas sieger a Ia com­
missjon d'enquete et . qui nous a parle d'uhe 
commission plus restreinte. · Je n'eleverai pas 
d'objection en ce qui concerne cette deuxieme 
partie de son intervention. 

Quant a ·la 'premiere, je tiens a' dire que si 
un ou plusieurs des membres pernl.anents 'du 
Conseil de securite ne desirent pas sieger a la 
commission d'en'quete ou se refusent a y siegel' 
pour des raisons ideJ?.tiques a celles qu'a donnees 
M. · Austin ou . pout ~'autres motifs . qui pour­
raient se faire jour plus tard,. il est evident que 
rii moi-meme, ni les membres de· cette Commis­
sion ne pciuirions les y contraindre, · et - nous 
devrions respecter leur · attitude .. 

Toutefois; je. tiens a faire remarquer que, 
,dans ce cas, mon projet ne ,saurait qenieurer 
dans sa redaction actuelle, car so~· unite de 
conception et de structure ne permet que de , 
legeres modifications. · 
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H one or two of the permanent members on 
the Security Council do not wish to be· on the 
committee, we cannot replace tpem by any two 
other States, since my proposal is based on the 
premise that the five permanenf members 
should be included on the committee; Our pro­
posal would have failed, not because it was un­
just'---- the representative of the United States 
himself recognized this fact- but for causes 
over which we have no control. This ought not . 
to tie our hands. We should have -to seek an­
other solution. 

_This is what I wish to say to my colleagues, 
for the moment, asking them to take · into · ac­
count not only the details of my proposal, but 
also the fact that it has a unity of structure · and 
conception, and that if this is destroyed, the 
whole proposal will fall to the ground. · 

Sir Alexander CADOGAN (United Kingdom) : 
I am sure that the Committee will ·be grateful to 
the two delegations which have submitted defi­
nite proposals, and grateful that action on their 
part enables us to embark upon the work which 

_this Committee has td perform and will . tend, I 
hope, to facilitate and canalize our discussion. . 

I will not at the moment go into the details of 
either of these two proposals that are before us, 
but I want to make one general point, anc;l that 
is that my Government is in favour of· a small, 
so-called neutral committee ori the lines pro­
posed by the representative of the United States. 
Of course, it is agreed by everyone here that 
the committee of investigation we set up will 
hear .witnesses from all sides, representatives of 
all interests. But niy Government thinks that for 
that reason, it would be better that all interested 
parties should be exclud~d from , participation in 
the investigating commjttee itself, for if they 
were included, that would, it seems to me, in­
volve an alternation between the witness stand 
and the jury box that would not be altogether 
seemly. 
- Thinking along those lines would lead us to 
the conclusion that the committee should not in­
clud.e ·any representative of the Arab States. It 
would mean ~urther that my Government, the 
United. Kingdom,. should also be exduded. That 
might lead al;so to the conclusion that the other 
permanent members of the Security Council 

· should not serve on the committee. 
We feel very strongly, along with Mr. Austin, 

that the aim should be to attempt to get a report 
produced by a body which the world would 
recognize as being composed of representatives 
whose Governments had no direct interest in the 
problem at issue. 

We believe in that manner, if the committee 
were properly selected, we should get a purely 
objective, disinterested and, I should even hope, 
unanimous repor.t which would facilitate enor­
mously the work of the General Assembly in 
September. Therefore, without going into the 
details 'of the two proposals now before us, I feel 
bound to state, at the outset, that is. the feeling 
of .my Government in regard to the composition 
of the ·committee. 

Colonel HoDGSON (Australia) : On behalf of 

10 

Si un · ou deJx membres permanents · du 
Conseil de securitl n:e desjrent pas sieger a cette 
.commission d'enq~ete, nous ne pouvons les rem­
placer par d'autn'!s Etats, ·· puisque le poin~ es­
sentiel de rna proposition est que les cinq Etats 
membres permanents devraient sieger a la com­
mission. Notre proposition ne conviendrait plus, 
non qu'elle fUt ~njuste - le representant des 
Etats-Unis l'a recorinu- mais pour 'des raisons 
independantes de hotre volonte. 11 est clair que 
cette circonstanc~! rie devrait pas nous lier les 
mains. 11 faudrait chercher une autre solution. 

Voila ce que pour le moment je tenais a dire. 
J e vous demande~',ai de ne perdre. de vue ni le 
principe fondamerital de rna proposition, ni son 
unite de structur~ que l'on ne peut detruire 
sans rejeter la proposition tout entiere. 

Sir Alexander :; CADOGAN '(Royaume-Uni) 
( traduit de l' dngl~is) : La Commission sera cer­
tainement tres rec~mnaissarite aux deux delega­
tions qui ont sou¥Us des propositions precises, 
car leur initiative~ qui nous permet de nous 
mettre au travail; va, je l'espere, faciliter et 
canaliser nos debats. , 

Je ne veux pas entrer, pour le moment, dans 
les details de l'une•:quelconque des deux proposi­
tions soumises, m:ais je tiens, . a faire ressortir 
!'argument d'ordr'e general que voici. Mon 
Gouvernement est:; en faveur d'une commission 
reduite, dite neutre, du type propose par le 
representant .des Etats-Unis. · Nous sommes, bien 
entendu, tous d'avis que la commission d'enquete 
que nous allons .:instituer devra entendre ·les 
temoins de toutes:: les parties, les representants 
de taus les interets' en jeu. C'.est pourquoi mon 
Gouvernement est~e qu'il vaudrait mieux ex­
clure 'de la commission d'enquete elle-meme 
toutes les parties i4teressees, Si, en effet, elles en 
faisaient partie, il .;se produirait, me semble-t-il, 
une sorte d'altern~nce peu desirable entre .les 
temoills a la barre. et les jures a leur bane. 

Partant de la, :'nous en arrivons done a la 
conclusion - qu'au<;:un repr.esentant des Etats 
arabes ne devrait faire partie de ' la commission. 
'De meme, mon'i Gouvernement, celui du 
Royaume-Uni, devrait en etre exclu. De meme 
encore, les auties membres perman<1nts du 
Conseil · de ·securit~· ne devraient pas faire partie 
de la commission d'enquete . . 

Comme M. Austin, nOlJS sommes convaincus 
que notre but do~t etre de chercher a obtenir 
un rapport prepare par un organisme dont le 
monde entier saurftit qu'il est compose de repre­
sentants dont les Gouvernements n'ont pas 
d'interets directs en cause. . 

D'une commis~ion judicieusement choisie, 
nous obtiendrions; je crois, un rapport tout a_ 
fait objectif, desipteresse · et jt; l'espere, una­
nime, qui faciliter~it considerablement la tache 
de 1' Assemblee generale en septembre. C'est 
pourquoi, sans e~trer dans le detail des deux 
propositions qui nous sont presentees, je tiens a 
declarer des maint~nant que tel est l'avis de man 
Gouvernement en · ce qui ·concerne la composi-
tion de la commission. · 

Le colonel HoDGSON ( Australie) ( trilduit de 
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_ my. Government I .propose to keep stric9y to our l' anglais) : Au. nom de ·moil Gouvernemeni, je 
proposal that 'we have a general discussion 'on propose . de no us en tenir strictement a la pro­
the quest~on of constituting and · iristructing the position · australienne; c'est-a-dire_ ·a un debat 
special committee. Those are the terms of refe:r- i;l'ordre general au.sujet de 1a composition et <;l.u 
ence for this Committee: I, personally, would · rriandat ·_de la corr:mrission speciale. Tel est en 
have anticipated that we all would. have ha~ an - -effet la-' t11c4e de notre Commission. Person­
opportunity of expressing our views on the queii- nellement, je pensais que nous aurions tous 
tion of hearing the thoughts and.opiniorts of the !'occasion , de faire savoir\ comment nous , en~ 
organizations representing the Jews and tqe visagions d'entendre les organisations represen;- -
Arabs of Palestine. · tantles Juifs et les Arabes de Palestine exprimer 

leurs vues. -. · , . . . · 
I -am not sure -~hether ·we are supposed to Je ne suis pas sur que nous devions prendre ces 

deal with these two papers as a ba8is of discus- deux documents comme base de notre discussion. 1 

sion. To' our inind, it seems entirely wrong _in A.mon avis,. c'est partir d'un tres mauv~· prin-
-p'rinciple that, before -any views are heard at all,o cipe que de nous occuper; avant d'avoir e~tendu 
we should have two papers with preconceived exprimer quelque opinion que ce soit, de deux 
ideas_ before us: and in one;: case, even before documents con tenant des idees precon~ues et dont 
this Committee met,_ the terms of on:e paper were l'un a meme ~te communique ala presse avantla 

-given out to the press. To my" mind that seems reunion de la pr-esent\! Commission. Cela me 
very uncomplimentary to this 'Committee. ' semble 'fort peu flatteur pour cette demiere. 
·. I make those general _ observations 'because .I Je fais ces' rematgue_s- d'prdre , general, car 

thirik we should all have had a chance to hear je· pense que nous aurions tous du avoir la pas­
the various views before 'definitive. proposals arid sibilite d 'entendre 'exprim~r les divers points de 
resolutions were put before us. Our mind goes v11e avant qu'on nou:;; soumette des propositions 
back-to the past eight days· when most of the et des r~olutions definitive's. Rappelons-nous ·' 
argumentation . _and disputation was caused by ces. huit derniers' jo1,1rs ou des resolutions pri­
premature resolutiqns. _ maturees ont suscite la plus grande. partie des 

discussions et des colitroverses. · 
As to the views which have b,een put forward" Quant au:x a~is exprimes ( et je pense que-le 

and .J gather they are generally held, or there is . representant de 1' Argentine s'y rallie en general 
a large measure of acteptance, by the representa-- ou les accepte dans une large mesure)' . a 'sa voir 
tive <;>f the 1\rgentine, that the composition of the que la ' commission devrait com prendre les cinq . 
committee should include the five permanent ·membrt;s permanents du ,Conseil de securite, 
members of the' Security Council, it is the view - mon Gouvemement estime que ladite · comn:iis­
of my Gove~me~t that this committee should sion devrait se · composer de . onze membres 
.consist of -eleven neutral · members. We cannot neutres. ~ous ne pouvons souscrire a l'argu­
accept the argument . that the indusiori of the I ment selon lequel la presence des cmq membres 

' five permanent members will give greater au- permanents confererait une plus . giande au-
. thority to the proposed committee. _Any corrirr!:h:- torite a la commission proposee. Toute com..: ­

tee which is c;onstituted will have the who~e mission que, nous creerons aura pour1 elle !'au­
authority of the General Assembly of the United torite absolue de l'Assemblee ·generale des Nations 
Nations. We have in mind certain committet;s, Unies. Je pense a certains autres' comites, 
For example, the . Military Staff Committee, Le Comite d'etat~major, _par exemple; auquel jl 
which has taken all these . months to- produce _ ~ fallu tant .de mois pour presenter certa.ins .rap­
certain reports, failed _ to reach agreement op ports, n'a pas r.e\.lSSi a se mettre d'accord sur . 
important points. we have in mind the f~nir certains points im'portants. J e -pense egalement ) 
great Powers, alone or comprising a committee;. aux quatre gran des · 'Buissances, seules ou ,en · 
which have been so slow, say; ·in cortnexion with coml.te, dont l'action a ete si lente pour les 
the Austria,n and 'German peace t:r~ties. We had traites de p,aix avec l'Autriehe et l'Allemagne: 

· a sirnilar·situation.-arising in the case of the Ital- Nous nous sommes trouves dans 
1
une situation 

ian and satellite peace treaties: · · analogue· pour les traites de paix avec l'Italie 
· et les pays satellites. 

It seems to 'us that any committee ·which has Il me sembfe 'que toute 'commission compre­
the .five great Powers on it may be unconsciously nant -les rep11esentants des' cinq grandes Puis.,. 
influenced by political interests, by defence or eyances pe:Ut etre inconsciemment influencee par 
strategical interests or by -economic interests. -A _des preoccupations d'ordre politique, rnilitaire, 
completely neutral committee will not have thol)e strategique ou economique. Ces preoccupations, 
considerations in mind. · · · une . commission absohiment neutre ne les 

. . , . . 'connaitra•pas. 
Here we

1 
have otie of the first occasions in the · Aujourd'hu!; pour l'une d,es premie_res fOis 

history 'of the r United ·Nations when two of. . dans l'histoire . des Nations -Unies,_ deu:l{ des 
the g1:_eat Powers, _the U~ited Kingdom and the grandes Puissances, le Royaume-Uni et les Etats-

. United States, say to' the rest of us, "You have Unis, disent aux autres Etats Mernbres: "Vou~ 
talked' a lot about our failure to reach agree- avez longuement parle de notre impuissance, a 
ment; now, here is a chance fo-r you to accept trouver un terrain d'entente; vous avez main­
real responsibility." We feel that responsibility tenant !'occasion de prendre de vraies respon.-
should be ~accepted. ' . _ 1 , · sabilit~." Eh bien, nous estirrioris devoir accepter, · 

ces responsabilites: 
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To our mind the compromise suggestion just 
' made by the repr,esentative of the Argentine, 

that if all the. permanent members of the Se­
curity Council are not prepared to act, then two 
or three of .them shol).ld, is incorrect. If this 
Committee accepts the proposition that all the 

. permanent members. of · the Security .Council 
should be included, then, it seems to ine, in that 
case they all have to accept that responsibility, 
and whether they like it or not they are duty­
bound to accept the responsibility of sitting 'on 
that committee. Our view is that they should 
not be. 

As to the terms of reference, the views of my 
Government are that they should be wide and 
elastic and capable of a liberf!.l interpretation. 
They should not be detailed. Those of you who 
have served on inquiries and Royal Commissions 
know too well how long enumeration of terms of 
reference can circumscribe the actions of a com­
mittee.· In other words, members are always 
apt to see if their investigation, their report and 
their recommendation are within the ambit <;>f 
their terms of reference. 

We feel the terms of reference sho!Jld be wide, 
without limitation as to' scope and with no 
restriction as to the manner or method for the , 
conduct of the inquiry.· We, as a Committee, 
should not lay down any rules of procedure to 

·guide them. 'For example, they should be com­
pletely free to· go to Palestine or any other place. 
We assume, also, ~he terms of reference will 

, provide for definite recommendations ~award a 
solution. 

We further assume that if there is no una~i­
mity, we will have' a IIJ.ajority report and a 
minority report. ' , · 

Finally, we feel that the committee should be 
free to take evidence from .any source.. In the 
course of the discussion,· .our views are that this 
Committee should first consider the terms of 
reference. We must know clearly what the terms 
of reference are·to 'be--for example, whether the 
committee's duty is purely'to collate information 
and be a fact-finding committt;:e, or whether· it 
will bFing in recommendations. We. say that 
until you know the terms of reference, ypu can­
not really go into the question of the composi~ 
tion, of your committee. It might well influence 
the type of members and the constitution of the 
committee to deal with the terms of reference 
laid down by you in this Committee; 

Therefore, without prejudging the-case, or the 
issues, or the views of other members in any 
way, we give these preliminary observations. 

Le compromis que vient de proposer le r~pre, 
sent ant de 1' Argentine et selon leq uel, si to us· 
les. membres permanents du Conseil de securite 
ne consentent pas; a faire partie de la commis-

, sian, deux ou · t~ois· d'entre eux devraierit y 
consentir, ne me; semble pas juste. Si notre'1 
Commission accepte que· taus les membres per­
manents du Cons9il de securite £assent partie de 
la commission d'enquete, taus, me semble-t-il, 
doivent alors accepter cette charge et, bon gre 
mal gre, ils sont m:oralement obliges de !'accep­
ter. Notre avis a ::nous est qu'ils ne doivent pas 
en faire oartie .. 

. Ouant au mandat de la future commission, 
mo-;;: · Gouvernein~nt estime qu'il devrait etre 

. etehdu, souple et susceptible d'etre mterprete de 
fa~on liberale. I( ne faut pas fixer un mandat 
detaille. Qeux d'~ntre vous -qui orit appartenu a 
des commissions q'enquete et a des commissions 
de la Couronne savent combien un mandat trap 
precis peut restreindre l'action d'une commis­
sion. En d'autres termes, les membres d'une 
COD,lmission sont toujours a meme de voir si leur 
enquete, leur rapport et leurs recommandations 
restent dans les limites du · mandat qu'on leur 

, a assigiJ.e. · 
Nous estimons done que le mandat de la com­

mission devrait ehe etendu et ne d'evrait res­
treindre ni son dbmaine, ni la maniere ou la 

·methode employe~ pour la conduite de l'enquete 
Nous, eh tant qu~ Cm;nmission, n'·avons .pas a 
fixer de reglement interieur pour sa gouverne. 
Elle doit, par exeinple, etre absolument libre de 
se rendre en Palestine ou ailleurs. Nous estimoris 
egalement que le ::mandat de~ra stipuler, que 1a 
commission devra presenter des recomm(illda-
tions concretes en., vue d'une solution. · 

Nous estimons ~n outre que si l'unanimite ne : 
s'etablit pas au sein de la commission, celle-ci 

/devra nous pre'seriter un ·rapport de majorite et 
un rapport de mmorite. . 
·. Enfin, nous estimons que la commission doit, 
avoir toute latituqe de puiser ses renseigrieinents . 
partout ou elle 1~ jugera bon. · Nous somnies 
d'av!s que la P~emiere Commission examine 
d'abord le mandat de la future commission. 
Nous devons savo:ir exact~nient ce que doit etre 
le mandat, par e~emple, si la commission doit 
simplement rassembler des, renseignements et 
determiner les faits de la cause ou bien si elle 
presentera des recommandations.·· Nous le ·repe- , 
tons, sans connaitre le mandat de la commission, 
il vous est impo~ible d'envisager plus avant la 
question de sa composition. En effet, cela peut 
avoir une influence sur la nature des membres 
et la composition de la commissio:(l chargee a du 
mandat que lui aura confie notre Commission. 

C'est pourquoi; sans prejuger la question, les 
points en litige ou la position de tel ou tel mem­
bre, j'ai voulu p,resenter 1 ces observations pre-
liminaires. · 

Mr. MoE (Norway): The Norwegian dele-' M. MoE (Norvege) (traduit de l'anglais): La 
gation has asked for the floor in' order· to dr~w delegation norvegienne a demande la parole 

. the attention of this. Committee to one aspect pour attirer !'attention de la Commission sur 
of this problem before tis which has so far not un aspect du probleme qui n'a pas encore ete 
been touched upon. In the opinion of the .Nor- a borde; De I' avis de rna delegation, la difficulte 

. wegian delegation, the difficulty of finding a ' 'de trouver une solution equitable .et satisfaisante 
just ,and satisfactory solution to the Palestine au probleme de Palestine se trouve accrue du 
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question are iricrea~ed by th~ .linking together 
of two problems which are not necessarily inter-

. dependent. · . · 
The first problem is the question of t:he future 

. status o'f Palestine; the second problem is the 
question of·the homeless Jews in Europe. These· 
two problems are usually linked together in 
every discussion of the Palestine question. It is 
taken for granted that the only solution of the 
humanitarian problem of Jewish homelessnes:> is 
immigration to Palestine and it is thus. depen-

. dent upon a solution of the political question 
of the future· status of Palestine. · 

It must be. manifest to everybody that the 
only effect of linking together these two prob­
lems is to render more difficult the solution of 

· each. It is evident that· the appalling tragedy 
of the homeless Jews in Europe makes it much 
more urgent to find a solution to the. question 
_of Palestine; as long as Palestine is considered 
to be the only place where Jewish· refugees can 
find a home. ~ ' 

On the other hand, it does not make it easier 
to solve the question of the status of Palestine as 
long as a solution is linked up with the possible 
influx .of new WCJ.Ves of immigrants. For these 
reasons the Norwegian delegation ventures the 
opinion that the -tas~ of_ this special session· of 
the General Assembly- and, also, the task of the . 

-regular session this autumn, would be less diffi­
cult if we could. make the problem·· of Jewish 
homelessness in Europe the 'object of special 
-study,-' which naturally does not preclude its 
study in connexion with the· Palestine question. 

This is not only desirable, it ·is necessary, he­
cause it is a fact that even under the most 
favourable' political conditions Palestine is not 
able to absorb, for a long period, all the Jewish 
refugees a~d all the homeless Jews in Europe. 

·The Anglo-American Committee states in its · 
report that the hundred thousand certificates for 
Palestine will provide for only a comparatively 
small proportion of the total number of Jewish 
refugees in Europe. This means that even if one · 
arrives at a satisfactory. solution of the problem 
that has n_ow been put on the agenda of the 
United Nations, the Organization will never­
thel_ess be faced with the responsibility for those 
refugees and homeless Jews who cannot go to 
Palestine. . 

In the me~orandum submitted to the Presi.: 
dent of the United States in Septe~ber 1946, 
Mr. Edwin- W. Pauley proposed that without 
compromising the immediate movement of one 
hundred thousand Jews .into Palestine, a pro-· 
gramme should also be undertaken at once to 
deal with the larger problem' of finding homes 
for the one million remaining. - · 

This problem of Jewish homelessness can only 
be eased if the Member States will' grant Jewish 
refugees a temporary or a permanent home. If 
the question of the political future' of Palestine 
is mainly a question for the. Governments di­
rectly concerned, the question cif what· to do 
with the Jewish r~fugees is· one with regard to 
whic4 every Member State is free to take its 
part of the responsibility with wHich the Organi­
zation. of the United Nations is faced. ' 

. \ ' 

fait qu'on a voulu etablir l_J.n lien entre deux 
probleines qui \ne sont pas necessairement lie~.· 

Le premier "probleme est Ia question du statut 
futur de Ia ·Palestine; le secon<;i, la question des 

· Juifs sans foyer <;l'Eurcipe. On a coutume de lier 
. ces deux problemes au cours de toute. discussion 
· ~ur Ia question de Palestine. On tient pour etabli 
que Ia seule solution au piobleme humanitaire 
pose par le probleme des Juifs sans foyer consiste 
dans une immigration en direction de la Pales- . 
tine, la liant ainsi a-'la question politique du 
statut futur de Ia Palestine. 

II doit _etre e:\rident I pour chacun que l'eta­
blissement d'tm . lien entre ces deux problemes 
a pour seul effet d'en .rendre la solution plus 
malaisee. II est certain que l'effroyable · tragedie 
'des Juifs sans· foyer d~Europe rend encore plus 
urgent ·la necessite d'une solution au probleme 
de la Palestine, du moment que l'on considere la 
Palestine comme le seullieu d'asile possible pour 
les refugies juifs. . 

Mais, d'autre part, Iii question de Palestine 
ne sera pas plus facile a resoudre tant qu'on en 

-liera Ia solution avec l'entree eventuelle de nou­
velles vagues d'emigrants. C;est pourquoi' •la 
delegation norvegienne se risque a emettre !'opi­
nion que ,la tache de cette Assemblee generale 
extraordinaire ainsi que la tache de l'Assemblee 
generale ordinaire, l'automne prochain, se tr'ou­
veraient facilitees si le probleme des J uifs ·sans 
foyer d'Europe· donnait lieu une etude speciale, 
ce ; qui n'empecherait pas, bien entendu, de 
l'_etudier en liaisori ave\C .Ia question de Palestine. 
_ Cette solution est plus que desirable, elle est 
necessaire, car, meme dans les conditions 'p,oli­
tiques les plus favorables, Ia Palestine ne sera pas . 
en mesure d'absorber, avant longtemps, tous les 
refugies juifs et tousles Juifs sans foyer d'Europe. 

Le. Comite · anglo-americain declare dans son 
rapport que les cent mille certificats d'emigra­
tion a destination de Ia. Palestine ne s'appli­
queront qu'a une proportion relativement tres · 
Iimitee de !'ensemble des refugies j~ifs d'Europe. 
Ceci revient a dire que, meme si l'on arrivait a 
une solution satisfaisante du probleine qui figure 
actuellement a l'oidre du jour des Nations Unies, 
!'Organisation devrait cependant faire face a la 
·charge des Juifs refugies et sans abii qui ne 
· pourront pas aller en Palestine. 

D~ms le memorandum qu_'il a soumis .au Pre­
sident deS Etats-Unis er{septembre 1946, M. Ed­
win W. Paule)' a propose que, sans compro-­
mettre l'entree immediate de cent mille Juifs en 
Palestine, on etablisse sans tarder un programm~ 
en -vue de traiter le probleme plus xaste qui 
consiste a trouver des foyers pour le million de 
Juifs qui restent. · , 

On ne peut aitenu~r Ia gravite du probleme 
des J uifs sans foyer que si les Etats- Membres 
accordent aux refugies juifs des foyers ternpo­
raires ou permanents. Si l'avenir politique de Ia 
Palestine pose surtout un probleme pour les Gou­
vernements : directement ihteresses, tout Etat 
Membre peut cependant prendre, dans la ques-

1 
, 

_ tion du sort des refugies juifs, sa part; de la 
resporisabilite.qui incombe a l'Organ~sation des 
Nations Unies. ' 

.89 



Norway has tried to do its part. A year ago­
not a full year after the country was liberated, 
and in spite of ~he difficulties in cbnnexion with 
the reconstruction of the country-the Nor­
wegian Government .declared its willingness to 
admit six hm;dred Jewish refugees from the dis­
placed persons camps in Germany. Some of the 
Jewish refugees have already received their 
papers . . The Norwegian Government is fully 
aware that six hundred is not many, even for a 
small country like ours. But the Government 
was of the opinion that in accord with the best 
traditions of Nansen, Norway shoulq show its 
-willingness . to alleviate the sufferings of the 
refugees, 'of. whatever race, creed or colour they 
might be. · 

I stated that the problem of Jewish homeless­
ness could be eased only if the Member States 
would gra11t Jewish refugees a temporary or 
permanent home. The problem of Jewish home­
lessness can only be solved by finding pla<;es for 
large-scale colonization somewhere within the 
overseas areas of the freedom-loving nations. 
In this respect, the Norwegian delegation wants 
to pay its tribute to the Government of the 
Netherlands arid the authorities of Dutch 
Guiana who have shown their readiness to 
accept and a8sist in large-scale Jewish col~niz'a­
tion in Surinam. We also want to pay tribute 
to the British and French Governments which 
are studying similar .projects in some of their 
overseas areas. 

It is not intended that these Jewish settle­
ments should become separate political entities. 
Their members· should become citizens of the 
country of refuge and the settlement should be­
come an organized part of the political struc- -
ture of the country. 

It would be a step backward if the LJnited 
Nations were to accept the assumption that 
peoples of different races, creeds and colours 
could not live peacefully together within the 
borders of one country and, that as a result of 

· this the world would be more divided, instead 
of more unified. In this respect, one might 
profit from the experience of the Soviet Union 
and of the United States of America, an experi-. 
,ence which has shown the world how 'a great 
variety of nationalities can live and work to­
gether. It is 'therefore a great pleasure to see 

. that the large and influential part of Jewish 

. opinion, irrespective of its attitude toward the 
Palestine question, is working in this direction. I 
will mention only the Freedom League, to whose 
persevering effo~ts are due the possibilities ·for 
large-scale colonization which have been opened 
in Dutch Guiana-. 

The point the Norwegian delegation wants to 
make is this: Besides studying the question of 
the future status of Palestine and the proposed 
immigration into Palestine, the General Assem­
bly ·should, in fulfilment of the humanitarian 
pledges ~aid down in the Charter, at the same 
time male a study cif the problem of Jewish 
refugees and the possibilities of temporary or 

La Norvege a :, essaye de le faire. Il y a un 
an, c'est-a-dire m:oins .d'un an apres la liberation 
du pays, et en depit d~ difficultes que presentait 
la reconstruction :: de la Norvege, le Gouverne­
ment ' i:wrvegien ~'est declare pret a ouvrir ses 
partes a six cents n~fugies juifs provenant des 
camps de persorines deplacees situes en Alle­
magne. Un certa~n nombre de refugies_juifs ont 
deja re~u leurs 'passeports. Le Gouvernement 
norvegien sait que ce chiffre de six cents, c'est 
peu, meme pour ;,un petit pays comme le notre. 
Mais il pense que) pour etre fidele aux meilleures 
traditions de NaJi~.sen, la Norvege doit se mon­
trer disposee a soulager les souffrances des refu­
gies, quelles que ;Soient. leur race, . leur croyance 
ou leur couleur. ;: · 

· J'ai dit que la: gravite du p~obleme des Juifs 
sans foyer ne petit etre attenuee que si les Etats 
Membres offrent aux refugies juifs un foyer 
provisoire ou definitif. Le probleme des refugies 
juifs ne peut etre. resolu que si l'on trouve quel­

.que part dans des territoires d'outre-mer, ap­
partenant aux nations amies de la liberte, des 
lieux qui se pretent a la colonisation sur une 
grand echelle . . A,, ce propos, la delegation nor­
vegienne veut r~hdre hommage au Gouverne­
ment des Pays-Bas et aux autorites de la Guyane 
hollandaise qui se sont decl<ires prets a accepter 
et a aider !'installation de nombreux colons 
juifs a Surinam. Nous voulons egalement rendre 
hommage au Gciuvernement britannique et au 
Gouvernement fran~ais, qui sont en train d'etu­
dier des pro jets analogues pour certains. de leurs, 
territoires d' outre-mer. · 

L'intention n'est pas de faire de ces colonies 
juives des entites, politiques differenciees. Leurs 
habitants deviendraient citoyens du pays d'asile 
et l'etablisement. ainsi . cree ferait partie inte­
grante de la struFture politique de ces pays. 

Nous ferions un pas en arriere si, au sein des 
Nations Unies, ri.ous acceptions !'hypothese que 
des personnes d~ races, de croyances et de cou­
leurs differentes 1ne peuvent vivre ensemble en 
paix, a l'interieur des frontieres d'un meme pays 
et que, par consequ~nt, le monde doit tendre · a 
se diviser plutot :qu'a s'unifier. A cet egard, on 
pourrait tirer p~~fit de !'experience de !'Union 
sovietique et de celle des Etats-Unis d'Amerique, 
qui ont prouve ~u monde qu'un grand nombre 
de , nationalites qifferentes peuvent vivre et tra­
vailler ensemble. '' Il est done reconfortal}.t de voir 
que la plus· gr<~;ride partie et la partie irtftuente 
de !'opinion juive, son attitude devant Ja question 
palestinienne mi~e a part, est favorable a cette 
solution. Je ne veux mentionner ici que la Ligue 
de la liberte dont les efforts inlassables ont rendu 
possible la solution positive· qui s'offre mainte­
nant en Guyane:hollandaise sous la forme d'une 
colonisation de ·grande envergure. · 

Le point que ·la del~gation norvegienne tient 
a soulign~r est done celui-ci: a cote de l'examen 
du statut futur de la Palestine et de l'immigra- · 

· tion envisagee, 1' Assemblee generale devrait, en 
execution des engagements humanitaires inscrits 
dans. la Chartei entreprendre en meme -temps 
l'etude du prob~eme _ des ' refugies juifs et des 
possibilites d'immigration et de colonisation, a 
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permanent immigration and colonization. The 
Norwegian delegation is convinced that such a 
separate study of the problem ·of the refugees 
will also make it easier to arrive at a satisfactory 
solution of the political problems because the 
element oJ urgency, the background of suffering 
and misery will, if- it will not disappear from the 
po'litical picture, at least not distort · the political 
picture to the same extent as now. · 

Lately, many doubts have been expressed as 
to the power and possibilities of the United 
Nations to carry out some of its most important 
ta~ks. A small country like Norway, a country 
for which a new war would. mean total ruin· 
and death, cannot, even if it is worried, share 
this pessimistic attitude. It may take time, it 
may require an almost unbearable patience, but 
this great venture into national peace with 
cqllaboration, which is the United Nations, has 
to succeed, must succeed, if humanity shall not 
at the -height of its technical development be 
thrown back into the dark ages. But, whatever 
one thinks of the political tasks of the United 
Nations, it should be possible for fifty-five Mem­
ber States to find a means to put an· end to the 
tragedy and the misery of the Jews in ·Europe. , 
It should be possible, in a spirit of humanitarian ' 
solidarity, to find the means to help those whose 
only request is to have a place to live in this 
great world. 

The Norwegian delegation wishes, therefore, 
to suggest that the terms of' reference should in­
clude a study 'of the problem of the Jewish 
refugees and its possible solution. This could ; 
perhaps not be an exh:~tustive study, but it would 
give some indications as to how this problem 
could be solved, and I repeat, this would cer­
tainly make it easier to_ find a solution to the 
purely political problem of the future · status of 
Palestine, 

The CHAIRMAN: I hope that with all respect 
I might be pennitted to point out to the member 
from Norway that no matter ~hat we should be 
discussing, our instructions from the General As­
sembly are to discuss .only the constitution and 
work of a special committee. I . take it from his 
statement that the Nonyegian representative 
WO!fld propose that as one item of the terms 
of reference of that special committee, there 
should be the whole question of the Jewish 
situation in Europe, though our duty is to dis­
cuss the constitution of this special committee, to 
prepare a report for the consideration of the As­
sembly on the question of Palestine. 

titre temporaire ou d~finitif. La delegation nor­
vegienne est convaincue, que cette etude distincte . 
de la question des refugies permettra d'arriver 
plus aisement a une solution satisfaisante des 
probiemes politiques, car l'e!Cm~nt d'urgence 
que fournit ce tableau de souffranc~s et de mi­
seres, s'il ne disparaitra pas completement deJa " 
scene politique, y causera moins de tourments 
qu'a l'heure actuelle. 

On a recemment exprime des doutes quanta 
I' autorite et aux possibilites dont disposent les 
Nations Unies pour s'acquitter de leurs fonctions 
les plus_ importantes. Un petit pays comme l4 
Norvege, pour lequel une nouvelle guerre signi­
fierait la ruine et la destruction totale ne peut, 
meme en son inquietude, adopter cette attitude 
pessimiste. II faudra sans . doute attendre, il 
faudra saris doute s'armer d'une patience presque 
insupportable, mais il faut que reussisse la vaste 
entreprise qui veut conduire a la paix interna­
tionale ·-par la voie de cette collaboration que 
represente !'Organisation des Nations Unies. 
Elle doit reussir, si l'on veut eviter que l'huma­
nite, parvenue au faite de son developpement 
technique, ne retombe dans l'ere des tenebres. 
Mais; quelque idee que l'on puisse avoir des 
fonctions politiques des Nations Unies, il doit 
etre possible aux cinquante-cinq Etats Membres 
de trouver les moyens de mettre fin a la tragedie 

;et a la misere des Juifs d'Europe. II devrait 
etre possible, dans un esprit de solidarite hu~ 
maine, de trouver le moyen d'aider .ceux qui ne 
demandent qu'un lieu pour vivre dans ce vaste 
monde. 

La delegation norvegienne propose do~c que' 
le mandat de la future commission comprenne 
une etude du probleme des refugies juifs et sa 
solution eventuelle. Cette etude n'epuisera peut­
etre pas le" su jet; mais elle donn era un certain 
nombre d'indications sur les methodes de solu­
tion du probU:me. Je le repete, cette procedure 
rendrait certainement plus aisee la solutio!} du 
probleme purement politique du statut futur de 
la Palestine. 

Le PRESIDENT ( traduit de ranglais) : Le 
r~presentant de la Norvege me permettra de lui 
faire la remarqu_e suivante: quelle que soit la 
question en discussion, nous devons, conforme-. 
ment aux instructions que nous avons re~ues de 
l'Assemblee generale, discl,lter uniquement la 
creation et le mandat d'une commission speciale. 

. Sauf erreur, le representant de la Norvege, dans 
sa declaration, a propose d'inscrire dans le man­
dat de la commission speciale toute la question 
des refugies juifs en Europe. Or, notre devoir 
strict est de discuter la creation de cette commis­
sion speciale et de preparer, pour examen :par 
I' Assemblee generale, un rapport sur Ia questwn 
de Palestine. 

Mr. MoE (Norway): I think my remarks and M. MoE (Norvege) (traduit de l'~nglais): Je 
my suggestions are appropriate because no one -pense que mes remarques et mes suggestions ne 
can deny that the whole political problem of -sont pas hors de propos, car on ne peut nier que 
Palestine is closely linked up with the question of !'ensemble du probleme palestinien soit etroite-_ 
immigration to Palestine. It is quite evident that · ment Ii~ a Ia question de !'immigration en Pales..: 
the investigating committee will have to look .. tine. II est evident que Ia commission d'enquete 
into the problem, of immigration ihto Palestine. devra etudier les problemes de !'immigration en 

Palestine. 
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·Mr. GROMYKO (Union of Soviet Socialist Re­
publics) (translated from Rus_sian) : I think that 
of all the representatives who have ·spoken at this 

1 meeting, only the representative of Norway has 
spoken to the ·point. The Australian represef!-ta­
tive's remarks were in part relevant. I think 
that the other speakers were. irrelevant in the 
sense that they-began at the end. 

I do not think that we should begin our dis­
cussion at the ,end, that is to say, by discussing 
the c<;>mposition of the committee. The Chair­
man made a correct suggestion at the beginning, 
when he :said that the question of discussing the 

' resolution should be considered after -the general 
debate. Th~ subsequent discussion at this meet­
ing took a somewhat different turn. I think that 
the . Chairman's first sugg~tion was the correct 
one. 

The CHAIRMAN: It is quite true that ·the 
Chairm~m ,suggeste'd that 'we should 'begin our 
work with a ·general discussion of the constitu-

. .' tion and work of a: special committee. Of course, 
it_ is quite in order for any 'member of the Com­
m~ttee, in discussing (hat subject, to · refer to any, 
re.Solution before the Committee. As a matter of 
fact, I think it is quite in orde~, arid not only in 
order, but of considerable assistance to the Com-

., mittee to have movers of the resolutions on this 
subject' explain their ·resolutions to the Commit­
tee. They have only done so in general terms, 
and I suggest that is in order. -

As to the remark by the repieilentative of Nor-
. way, I agree, of course, that the point he has 
made might well be considered as a point for the 
terms -. of reference of this special committee. 
I was just expressing the. hope orice again-and I 
think I •might as well stop expressing this hope­
that in discussing these points fcir inclusion iri the 
terms of reference, it might not be necessary at 

·this. stage of our proceedings, or, indeed, at this 
special Assembly; to go into the whol~ histor:y 
behind each special point. 

, M. GRoMYKo '(Union des Repupliques-soCia­
listes sovietiques );· ( traduit du russe) : ·De · to us 
les representants qui ont pris la parole au cours . 
de c~tte seance, celui de la Norvege me semble 
etre ·le seul qui ait parle du sujet. Le represent:int 
de 1' Australie n'a parle que partiellement · du 
sujet. Quant au~ autres orateurs, j'estime qu'ils 
n'en ont pas parl~, en ce sens qu'ils ont . ~om-
mence par la fin.' ' 

Je ne pense pa~ que nous devions commencer 
notre discussion par la fin, c'est-a-dire en discu7 
tant de la composition de la commission. Le 
President a fait, au debut, une _proposition justi­
fiee lorsqu'il a deClare que l'examen de la resolu- ' 

' tion ne devait etre aborde qu'a I' issue de, la 
discus~ion . genentle. Mais nos debats ont pris 
depuis une tourn!lre quelque peu differente. Il 
me semble que la premiere proposition du Pre-
sident etait bonne. :· . ' ' ' .. 

' !: ' 
Le PRESIDENT' ( traduit de l' anghzis) : 11 ' est ' 

, tout a fait exact que j'ai propose de commencer 
nos travaux par '.une discussion generale sur la 
creation et le mandat d'une commission speciale . 
Naturellement, il: est tout' a fait normal, pour 
tout - membre de' la Commission, pendant la 
discussion de ce~(e question, qe parler des reso­
lutions dont est ~aisie la Commission. J e pense 
meme que non seuh:ment ce n'est pas s'~carter 
du debai, mais q\J'il est tres-utile pour la ·Com­
mission d'entendre expliq).ler par leurs auteurs 
les resoluti,ons qu'ils ont presentees a ce sujet. 
Ils l'ont deja fait en termes generaux et je ne _ 
vois la rieh qui soit corttre les regles. 

En ce ·qui concerne !'observation faite par le 
representant de Ia Norvege, je reconnais natu­
rellement que l'on pourrait fort bien voir dans 
le point qu'il a ·:souleve un p0int relevant du 
mandat de la comrr:iis8ion special~. J e voulais 
seulement exprinl_er une fois de 'plus l'espoir-et 
je crois que je ferais aussi bien de ne plus parler 
de cet espoir-qqe, dans la discussion des -points 
a inscrire da:Q.S le mandat de -Ja commission, il 
ne sera peut-~tre:: pas necessaire, au point ou en 
sont nos debats, ni meme a cette session extraor­
dinaire de 1' Asse.!Jlblee generale, de faire l'histo-
rique de chaque point particulier. :, 

Mr. VAN: ROIJEN (Netherlands): The Neth- M. VAN ROIJE'N (Pays-Bas) (traduit de .Z:an-
erlands delegation has read with interest and ap- g(ais) : La delegation des :t:ays-Bas 'a pris 
preciation the draft resolutions of the Argentine ' ~onnaissance avec interet. et fait grand cas des 
and the United 'States delegations concerning the - ~rojets de resolu?<m d?s delegations d~ l'Argeh­
constitution and instruction of the special com- tme 'et des Etats-Ums · sur la creat10n et le 
mittee to be set up by the General As_sembly. mandat d'une COpimissior: speciale a etablir par 
Both draft resolutions contain provisions regard- l'Assemblee generale. Les deux projets de reso­
ing the composition of the committee, and also hition contiennent des dispositions sur la compo­
provisi~ms regarding the terms of reference-to be sition de cette co,mmission ainsi que des disposi-
given to that committee. - · tions concernant le mandat a lui donner. 

In respect of the composition of the commit- Au sujet, de la, composition de la commission, 
tee, my delegation· wishes, for the moment, to . rna delegation desire pour !'instant, ava~t d'ar­
reserve its attitude and to hear all the: arguments reter sa position, reserver son attitude et entendre 
to ·be put forward here for or against the inclu- tous . les arguments,. qui seront fournis pour et 
sion of representatives of all or some of the five contre !'inclusion; dans cette com~ission speciale, 
permanent members of the Security Council on de r~presentants ' des cinq ~embres ·permanents 

. this special corp.mittee, before deciding our stand. du Conseil de sec~rite, · ou de certains d' entre 

W·e believe at first approach that there is a 
great deal to be said ' for the contention that 
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. there are very · definit_e advantages attached to 
keeping the ~ommittee small and limited to the " 
so-called neutral smaller States. We are of the 
ophiion, · with regard to the instructions to be 
given to the special <;omnlittee, that if some such 
ternis of reference as those prepared and pr9- · 
posed by the delegation of the -United States 
could be adopted for that committee, we slfall 
have taken a long step in the right direction. 

My delegation has held, and still holds, the 
'opinion that any terms . of reference for tlie 
special committee should be as broad and as 
c~mprehensive as 'possible. _We believe that th.e 

·committee should be empowered to go anywhere 
I . '• 

it deems fit, to hear any Government or person 
or groups of persori~ that it may_ qesire to, and 
finally, to make recommendations' to the-General . 
Assembly, 'arid not to be in · any_ way limited to . 
only selecting facts and figures.· In all 'these re­
spects, we feel that_ the American draft resolu­
tion before· us answers the purpose. 

, The Netherlands . Government just as, I am· 
sure, all other Governments represented on this 
Committee, is extremely . anxious to reach a wise 
and_ equitable solution for the painful and un .. 
{ortunately complicated problem of Palestine. 
The Netherlands, through the centuries, has felt 
friendship and warm sympathy for · the Jew-_ 
,ish people . .- The Netherlands 'has always had 
at the same time, largely, though not exchi­

- siv~ly, through her seventy million Indonesian 
. nationals, of. whom the large majority _are 

Mohammedans, strong and . friendly ties unit- , 
· ing her with the Arab world._ A solution· accept­
able to all parties concerned, and therefore to 
world opinion in general, in_ our opinion is well 
~thin the' realm of poss~bility. 

le~ a vantages' tres :,nets .qu'il y aurait a creer ' 
une commission peu. nombreuse et a en limiter 
Pacces aux petits Etats qu'on dit J]_eutres: · Nous 
somrries d:avis, pour ce qui est des instructions 
a doimer a la\ commission sp~ciale, que n6us ' 
ferions . un grand pas' dans la bonne direction 
en adoptant un mandat du· genre de celui 'pre­
pare et,propose par la delegation des Etats-Unis. -

' . · . ' ' ' 

.Ma d~legation a: estime et 'estime toujours que 
le mandat de Ia commission speciale doit .. etre 
aus~i large et aussi c9mplet que possible. Nou~ · 
pensons que Ia -commission doit -pouvoir aller. 
partout ou elle le jugera necessaire pour entendre · , 
tout Gouvernement, in~ividu ou groupe d'in&­
vidus qu'elle desire entendre, qu'elle doit pou­
voir, en fin c:ie . compte, faire des recorrunanda~ ' 
tions a l'Assemblee generale et qu'on ne doit 
nullement Ia limiter a Ia seule recherche de faits 
et de chiffres. Nous penson~ que Ie , projet de 
resolution americain,_ doni n:ous somines .saisis; 
repond sur tous ce_s points au but ' poursuivi. 

Le Gouv.ernement des Pays-Bas comme, j'en 
suis sur, tous 'le5 autres Gouv~rnements repre~ · · 
sentes · a notre Comn:J.ission, est extremement · 
desireux d'arriver a une solution sage -~t equita­
ble du douloureux, et malheureusement si ·com'­
plexe, 'probleme palestinien. Les Pa:ys~Bas, au 
cours des siecles, ont eu de· l'amitie 'et une 
cordiale syrripathie pour le peuple juif. Ils ont, 
en meme temps, toujours entretenu des liens 
solides et amicaux avec le monde arabe en · 
grande partie, mais pas uniquement; par rin­
termediaire de leurs soixante-dix · millions de 
ressortissants indonesie~s; en ' gr~nde majorite 
musulmans. Une solution ac~eptable par toutes 
les parties intereSSees . et, par consequent, p<J.r 
!'opinion publique mondiale . en :general est 
parfaitement, a notre .avis, du domaine des 
·possiqilites. _ , 

It' was. for· this very.,re~on that. my Govern- . . C'est pour cette raison meme que mon 
ment· so . warmly welcomed the initiative of the Gciuvernement · a si chaleureusement · accueilli 
Government of the United Kingdom in placing !'initiative du Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni, 

. the problem of Palestine before the United qui consistait a placer le probleme palestinien 
Nations, because doing so, it was felt, had devant les Nations Unies, parce qu'elle semblait 
brought the solution a step nearer. · aiJ?.Si nous faire faire, Un pas vers la solution du 

probleme .. 
It is, of course, ess~ntial, if such a solution is · ~ien entendu, i1 est essentiel, si l'on veQt 

to be found, that all parties be hea~d, that .all ' trouver une solution a ce probleme, d'entendre 
facts and pertinent data relating to the question . toutes les parties, de constater tous les faits et 
be ascertained,· and that recommendations ac., toutes les donnees qu~ s'y rapportent e,t, partant 

· co~dingly be made to the General Assembly. But de li\, de faire des recommandations a l'Assem­
it is no 1~-essential that the committee entrusted blee _generale. _Mais il · n'e~t pas moins essentiel 
with this task should in no way be restricted. On de ne pas .restreindre l'activite de la comm~ssion 
the contrary, ·it. _should be given very broad a qui l'on confiera cette tache. Au contraire, i1 
instructions. convient de lui donner les - directives _les plus 

,It is for this reason· that the Netherlands dele~ 
Q'ation will give its support to this part of the 
United States draft resolution before us .. . 

I . should like, before enqing these brief. re­
marks, to say one. more word. -A few days ago 
my neighbour from ,New Zeala1;1d made a very 

· stirring appeal to the General Ass~mbly for all 
parties concerned to refrain, at anY, rate for the 
present, as long as. the :matter' is under consl.dera­
tion by the United Nations, from any _deed of 

larges.. 1 • • ._ • . • • · • 

C'est pour cette raison 'que Ia_ delegation· des 
Pays-Bas' appuiera cette partie du projet ce 
r~solutipn des Etats-Unis, dont nous sommes 
saisis. · 

_,. J'aimerais d,ire un mot e~core avant de ter­
miner ces breves observations. II y a' quelquc:;s 
jours, mon voisin de Nouvelle-Zelande a fait un 
appel tres emouvant a I' Assemblee generale pour · 
que toutes les parties interessees s'abstiennent de 
tout acte de viQl~nce, du moins pour le moment . 
et aussi longtel;Ilps que 1a question est a I'examen 
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violence. Yesterday_ we listened to a similar and 
extremely eloquent plea from the representative 
of Haiti\ I desire to associate myself wholeheart­
edly with both my colleagues and to add my 
voice to theirs in appealing to all those con­
cerned for patience and forebearance .. 

Mr. KosANOVIc (Yugoslavia): I intended to 
express the Yugoslav view in connexion with the 
proposals' of the United _States delegation and 
the Argentine delegation on the corr1position of 
the committee of inquiry, but if you think it 
would . be better to speak on that later, I ·could 
"\'ait., 

' 

des Nations Unies. Hier~ nous avons entendu 
un appel semblable, extrememel)t eloquent, de 
la part du repiesentant d'Haiti'. - Je desire 
ni'associer enticre~ent a mes deux collegues et 
ajouter rna voix ;;aux leurs pour demander a 
tous les int~resses' de faire 'preuve· de patience 
et de tolerance. , : ' 

· M. KosANOVIt (Yougoslavie) (tradu'it de 
l'anglais): J'avais !'intention d'exprimer · le 
point de vue yougoslave sur les propositions dr.s 
delegations des ~tats-U nis et de 1' Argentine, 
relatives a la composition de la commission 
d'enquete, mais, si vous estimez qu'il vaut mieux 
traiter ce ·point plus tard, je puis attendre. 

The CHAIRMAN: No. It is quite in order. to 
speak on that now; it is part of the general dis­
cussion on constitution and work. 

Le PRESIDENT ( traduit de l' anglais) : Non, 
voug etes tout a 'fait' dans la regie en parlant 
de cette question; elle fait partie de la discus­

. - sion generale sur la creation et le mandat de la 

Mr. KosANOVIc (Yugoslavia): Let us be 
completely sincere. Is it possible to be neutral in 
this problem? I do not think there is any neutral­
ity here. Neutrality means no opinion. Dante 
puts neutral opinion in his Inferno. Those who 
are -neither with God . nor with the devil are in 

'the infer~o. 
, We. have our opinion. _We are impartial per­

naps, but ,our net:traJity is the result of a com­
promise. That is our neutrality. ·Tc;>gether we 
make up the United Nations. We have to fil}d a 
compromise. view on a very important problem, 
a problem involving peace in a very important 
place in the world. 

Therefore, the Yugoslav delegation thinks that 
it wduld be useful to have a commj.ttee com­
posed of, I do not know how many smaller 
States with . the participation of the Big Five or 
of the permanent members of the Security 
Council, who W!)uld participate forthwith · i:Q 
the thorough discussion of this committee on the 
spot. We would then have a report prepared for 
the General Assembly in September. 

· If we do-not put the permanent members of 
the Security Council on this ·committee of in­
quiry; I am sure in September we .will have a 
very, very prolonged discussion on this entire 
problem. Why _not avoid that now? 

I agree with the representative of Argentina 
in the part of his resolution which states that the 
Big Five should be included, but I cannot agree 
with this: that if some of the Big Five refuse to 
participate, we will not be able to choose them. I 
think if an appeal is made to them by this First 
Committee to participate in the committee, they 
~ll not be able to. refuse to participate. 

The Yugoslav delegation agrees that there 
should be perhaps nine or eleven members on 
this committee, but we think that the European 
countries are more directly interested in the right 

1 9ee page 60. 

commission d'enquete. 

M. KosANOVIC (Yougosla~ie) (traduit de 
l' an;glais) : Soyons tout a fait sinceres. Est-il 
possible d'etre neutres dans ·ce probleme? Je 
pense que personne n'est neutre ici. · Etre neu­
tre veut dire -ne, pas avoir d'opinion. Dante 
a place les neutre$ dans -son enfer. Ceux qui ne 
sont ili avec Dieu ni avec le diable sont en enfer. 

. Nous avons notre opinion. Nous sommes 
peut-etre impartiaux, mais notre neutralite est 
le resultat d'un compromis. A nous tous, nous 
sommes les Nations Unies. Nous' devons trou­
ver un comprom~s sur ce probleme extreme­
ment important, probleme qui met en cause la 
paix dans urie re~on du monde tres importante. 

Aussi, la delegation de Y ougoslavie estime 
qu'il serait utile d'avoir une commission com­
posee de je n·e sa1s exactement combien de pe­
tits EtatS, avec .: la · participation des cinq 
Grands, c'est-a-dire des membres permanents 
du Conseil de securite, qui prendront part a la 
discussion approfqhdie que la commission aura 
sur 'place. De ce!te fa~on, nous aurons un rap­
port pret pour 1' Assemblee generale de septem­
bre. 

Si nous ne faisons pas participer _les mem­
bres permanents 9-u Conseil de securite a cette 
commission d'enquete, je suis sur 'qu'en septem- ' 
bre, nous aurons une tres, tres longue discussion 
sur !'ensemble . du probleme. Pourquoi ne pas 
eviter cela des maintenant? -

' Je suis d'accord avec le representant de 
I' Argentine sur la 'partie de sa resolution d'apres 
laquelle les representants des cinq Grands de­
vraient participer" a Ht commission, mais je ne 
puis admettre q u:e, si certains des cinq Grands 

·· refusent de parti'ciper; nous ne puissions pas 
les designer. Je pense que, si la Premiere Com­
mission leur demlmde de participer a la c<;>m­
mission, ils ne pourront refuser. 

La delegation yougoslave · ccinvient que cette 
-commission pourrait sails do:ute etre composee 
de neuf a oilze membres, mais nous pensons que 
les pays europee:Qs sont, plus que ceux d'un 

~ Voir page 60. 
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solution of this problem than those from some 
other continent. Therefore, the European coun­
tries should be represented by a larger number 
than that proposed by the Argentine delegation. 

To turn back. again to the matter of neu­
trality, I should like to quote the representative 
of the United Kingdom. He used the words 
,"so-called neutrals", and the representative of 
the United States used the words "giving the 
appearance of being neutral." Therefore, the 
representatives who propose the non-participa­
tion of the Big Five admit there would be only 
so-called neutrals. Why not be clear and open 
and participate directly? 

As to· the terms of reference, in general, that 
part of the United States resolution, with some 
amendments, could be taken as a basis for dis­
cussion .. 'L'his is, at this time, the opinion of the 
Yugoslav delegation. 

The CHAIRMAN: I ain impressed by the argu­
ments of the representative of Yugoslavia- and 
Dante - that we should not refer to the com­
mittee -mentioned in the United States proposal 
as a committee of neutral powers. Perhaps, it 
would be better to call it a committee consisting 
of Members ,of the United Nations other than 
the permanent members of the Security Council, 
a committee of compromising powers. 

Mr. PALZA (Bolivia) · (translated from Span­
is~) : I am somewhat confused by the manner 
in which we have begun this session, and I hope 
the , Chairman will be able to clear up my . 
doubts. 

I believe the resolutions ought to represent · 
the end of our work. The resolution (document 
A/C.1/151) which we adopted yesterday gives 
us the directives or general lines which we are 
to follow in constituting and instructing the . 
committee. We ought not to begi11 .where we 
should leave off, for supposing we had adopted 
either the United States or the Argentine resolu~ 
tion-I do not mind which-what would the 
position have been? We should haye completed 

· our work in half an hour, because the resolu­
tion said, , amongst other things, that we should 
hear,~ for example, the Jewish Agency. Having 
approved the r~solution, we sJ:wuld have heard 
the interested parties and then perhaps we 
shoul'd have had to go back on our resolutions. 

As far as I am concerned, I , am desirous of 
hearing certain elements of the populatiqn and 
of obtaining· certain. data in order that we may 
know how to constitute that committee. We 
should not begin by constituting the committee 
and then hearing the Arab and Jewish agencies, 
etc. 

In my opinion, therefore, we ought to begin 
with a general discu~ion, which would give us 
~ufficient material on which to base our opinion, 

autre continent, 'directement interesses a une 
juste solution de .ce· probleme. Aussi, les pays 
europeens devraient etre representes P<!-r 1m 
nombre de membres plus important que celui 
propose par la delegation de 1' Argentine. 

Pour revenir a la question de la' neutralite, je 
voudrais citer les paroles du representant du 
Royaume-Uni. ll a employe les mots "dite 
neutre" et le representant des Etats-Unis a em­
ploye les mots "a voir l'air d'etre neutres". 
Ainsi, les representants qui ont propose de ne 
pas inclure les cinq Grands admettent qu'il n'y 
aurait a la commission que des "dits neutres". ' 
Pourquoi ne pas dire les chases carrement et 
participer de fac;on directe? 

Quant ·au mandat, on pourrait. en general 
prendre comme base de discussion, avec quel­
ques amendements, cette partie de la resolution 
des Etats-Unis. Telle e~t pour l'instant !'opi­
nion de la Y ougoslavi~. 

Le PRESIDENT ( traduit de l' anglais) : J'ai 
.ete frappe par les arguments du representant 
de la Yougoslavie et ceux de Dante tendant a 
ne pas accoler l'epithete de neutre a la com- · 
mission mentionnee dans la proposition ·des 
Etats-U nis. 11 serait peut-etre preferable de 
di,re une commission composee de Membres des 
Nations Unies, autres que les m~mbres perma­
nents du Conseil de securite, une commission de 
Puissances conciliatrices. · · 

· M. PALZA (Bolivie) ~ (traduif de 'l'espagnol): 
Je suis un peu deconcerte par notre fac;;on d'en-. 
tamer . les travaux de cette session. J'espere, 
Monsieur le President, que vous me tirerez de 
cette incertitude. · 

Je, crois que les resolutions sonJ ce par quoi 
nous devrions terminer nos travaux. La resolu­
tion (document A/C.1/151) que nous avons 
adoptee hier donne les directives, les lignes ge­
nerales auxquelles nous devons nous conformer 
pour constituer la ·commission et determiner les 
instructions a lui donner. Nous ne devrions pas 
commencer par ce qui constitue la fin de nos 
travaux. Supposons que nous ayons adopte l'une 
quelconque des dt:ux resolutions dont nous som­
mes saisis·, celle de 1' Argentine ou celle ·des Etats- · 
Unis, peu importe pour !'instant laquelle. Que 
serait-il advenu? Nous aurions tennine notre 
travaiJ en une demi-heure, carla resolution pre­
voyait, entre autres chases, que nous devions ' 
entendre 1' Agence juive;' par exemple. Cette 
resolution une fois adoptee, nous aurions alors 
entendu les parties interessees et eventuellement, 
nous aurions eu a reflechir aux resolutions. 

Pour rna part, je suis desireux de recueillir 
certains eler_nents, de posseder certaines donnees 

· pour sa voir d'une fac;;on claire ·comment nous 
devons constituer cette commission. Je n:estime 
pas qu'il faille d'a:bord constituer la commission 
et ensuite entendre les institutions ani.bes, juives, 
etc. 

En consequence, je· pen~e que nous devrions 
commencer par · line discussion generale au 
cours de laq uelle no us recueillerions des ele-. · 
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. and then draw up· the resolutions which ate 
under discussion today. 

That is why I say I am somewhat confused; 
for I think that·we are starting our work at the 

, 'wrong end. I repeat that I believe that what 
~ · should be ·done is, first, to listen to ' the parties 

concerned, and then, when we have all the data, 
we sho~ld be in a position to 'constit'ute the .com­
mittee. ·I 

\ ' 

The CHAIRMAN: 'The point made by the · 
' representative 'of Bolivia is a very iinportant 'one, . 
but I do not · think, myself, that then~ need be 
any confusion ' about this discussion. Of course, 

. we are bound by the resolution adopted yester­
day, and it would be .imp0ssibie under that 
resolution for t~ Committee to make any final 

· decision in this matter until we had heard the 
representatives of the organizations, th~ Jewish 
-Agency and any others that the Committee 
·might decide to hear. A procedure for deter­
lllining that matter and reporting to this Com-

,· mittee 'has been established. ' The procedure in 
n;gard to the hearing of the Jewish Agency is, 
awaiting ·a reply from the Jewish Agency as to ' 
who will appear for them. As soon ·as we ,get 
that reply, they can be invited, if the Committee 
so desires, to state their case at orice, But, no 
final decision could, of course, be ·made on this 
matter ·until we d9 hear from them. Though it 
might be ·useful .to have their views first, never­
theless, I think it is also quite in order for th(: · 
members of .the Committee to express their own · 
views, if they have views, · on the constituting 
and instructing of the committee. They are in 
a position to state these rules before they hear 
the interested organizations. .We are merely 
giving them the opportunity to do so. 

I would also p'oi.rit out that when the repre­
sentatives· of the agencies appear, they will be 
stating their views only on the sarrie subject that 
we are deallrig with now, the constituting and 
instructing of a special committee. But, I can'. 

·give the member an· assurance, as. far as ·the 
· Chair is concerned; that ·no deCision can ·he 
, made .on ~his point until we hear the represen- . 

. tatives of thos~ agencies. ' ·· · . . 

Mr. B~LT (C.uba) (translated from Spanish): 
There . are at least two proposals before this 

· Committee'conceining.the manner in which the 
special <committee for the study of the Palestine' 

· q!l~tion .should be constituted: one, th~ pro­
posal ·submitted by the United States, which 
advocates a committee -of neutrals; the· o.ther, 
that of the Argentine, which advocates a com­
mittee including among its members the Big 
Five. ' · · 

I, fully agree with my Yugoshw colleague, 
. when he -says that. it is. very ·difficult to find any 

country, which is neutral in this ql.le.stion. As a 
distinguished, writer has said-: \'Only the stars 
.are neutral.,, ' . 

ments suffisants pour no~s former· une opmwn . 
bien nette. Nous. pourrioris ensuite nous pro­
noncer sur les resolutions que nous discutons en 
ce moment. ·. · 

·Voillt pourquoi je _suis quelque peu surpris 
que nous comrriencions notre travail par ce qui . 
devrait en constituer l'etape .finale. Je n~pete 
que je crois qu'on dc;:vrait d~abord entendre le8 
parties interessees, reunir les elements et ensuite 
discuter ,de la constitution de la commission. 

Le PRESIDENT . ( traduit de l' anglais) ·: L'ob- . 
servation faite par le repres~ntant de Ia Bolivie' 
est tres importante et, pour rna· part, je ne crois 
pas qu'il doive y avoir de confusion dans le 
debat. Nous ~!Jmmes natuiellement lies par la 
resolution adoptee hier et; aux termes de cette 
resolution, il serait impossible a notre Commis­
sion de prendre tine decision ' definitive sans 
avoir entendu les reponses . des organisations, . 
l'Agence juiv.e et autres;· que Ia Commission 
aura decide d'enttmdre. On a· etabli une pro­

·cedur~ pour delimiter le sujet et faire rapport 
a notre Commission. n, en resulte, en ce qui 
concerne !'audience accordee a .l'Agence juive, 
que no us 'attendons sa reponse a,.la ' question ' de 
savoir qui la representera. Des que nous aurons 
cette reponse, nous pourrons ·!'inviter, ' si la 
Commission. le desire, a presenter imJ?~.diate­
ment sa these. Mais nous ne pouv,ons ~videm­
ment prendre aucurie decision sur · ce point 
avant d'avo~r entendu ~es representants.· Certes, 
il pourrait .etre utile de conn'aitre d'abord leur 
point de vue; je pense neanmoins qu'il est 
egalemeht tout a f~it gans la regie que les mem­
bres ,de la Corru.nission expriment leur -propre · 
point de vue, le cas-echeant, sur la . creation et ' 
le mandat de la commission specia:le. . Ils peu­
vent le faire avant d~entendre les ·organisations 

\interessees. · Nous leur en · donnons purement et 
simplement !'occasion. 
' . Je voudrais egalement indiquer que, lorsque 
les representants des organisations paraitront, 
ils exposeront leurs vues uniquement sur le su- · 
jet que nous traitons actuellement, a savoir la 
creation et le mandat d'une commission . spe­
ciale, mais je puis ' donner au representant de la . 
Bolivie !'assurance, de Ia part du Preside11t du 
moins, qu'aucune ~. decision ne peut etre prise 
sur ce point avant que nous ayons entendu les 
represent ants de ces · organisations. 

' \ ' .I ' , 

. ' i . 
M._ BELT (Cuba) (traduit de l'espagnol): 

Cette Commission est saisie d'au moins \ deux 
propositions sur la: fa:~on de constituer la com­
mission speciale chargee d'etudier la question 

· pa.Jestinienne. L'une - d'entre elles, celle de- la 
delegation des Etats-Unis, preconise une com­
mission constituee d'Etats, neutres; I' autre, celle ­
de la delegation de I' Argentine, demande que Ia 
commission . comprenne, entre autreS, les repre-
sent ants des cinq Grands. · 

, Je.suis d'accord avec rp.on collegue yougoslave 
lorsqu'il .affirme qu'il est excessive'ment difficile 
de trouver des .Etats· qui soient rieutres ' en face 
de ce probleme. "Seules les etoiles sont neutres", 
comme I' a dit un . illustre. ecrivain. 
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Meanwhile, we are wa.Sting preci'o~ time. 

For my part I wish to say that the <Subim 
delegation makes a qistinction between countries 
which are neutral and those which are partial. 
There ·are no neutral countries, but there may 
be some that are partial, -and I believe such 
countries ought to be expressly excluded from 
the committee. · 

Pour le moment, nous . perd~:qs . un temps ,t . 
prec1eux. 1 . . 

Je tiens a declarer qJ.e Ia delegation deCuba 
fait une distinction entre· ceux qui sont paitiaux 
et , ceux qui . sont neutres. Selon elle, personne 
n' est neutre, . mais certains pourraient et_re . par- ' 
tiaux et j'estime que ces derniers devraient etre 
exdus de Ia conimissi~n d'enquete. ·' 

.It seems to in~ that we ough( tq include in .. • A notre avis, l<idite c_oni.mission · devrait etre 
that committee, which shou!d not be very big, composee d'un nombre limite de membres (sept 
not more than· ·seven members, some countries au plus) et coin prendre des representant§ de . 
such as the· United-States, the Soviet Union and.· pays tels qtie-lesEtats-Unis d'Amerique, !'Union 
France. Afterwards we ' could discuss who the sovietique et Ia France. Nous pourrions discuter 
others should be, but I think that if these three -ensuite queUes seraie:qt les autres nations qui 

. ·countries were .oil the committee, it would be in · devraient y figurer, mais je pense ·que Ia .pre­
_better position to find the right solutions . or sence de ces trois nations au sein de Ia' commis-
make the proper recommendations. . sion con,tribuerait. a faire que les solutions ou 

' les recommandations que proposera· cette com-

. \ 

Mr. AsAF ALI .(India .) :. I have b~en listening 
to the ;debate, .almost with impatience, while 
eminent sense has flowed from all directions . 
. There is mucl1 to be said q.bout the ' two pr!J­
·posals ·which have originateq in two quarters, 
namely,_ .the United Sta~e's - and Argentina,, and . 
although there is .a great deal' to 'be said about 
both of them, I }_lave a feeling along the _same 
line as the feelillg of the representative: . ·of 
Bolivia. ' 

I feel ' that we ·are p'utting. the cart before the 
horse. The representatives of Palestine, whether: 

' Jew. or Arab, have not yet been heard. We do 
not yet know what their feelings .are> We do not 
kno~. what is_ happening as fa~ 'as these repre- · 
sentatiVes are concerned, whether they are com-

. ing before us or not. · · 
' . we are discussing the constitution of. the com­
mittee which is going to be . set up and we are 
trying to consider the terms of r:eference which 
must be provided for this committee. It appears 
t.o me that the whole of this discussion will be­
come infructu~us if the representatives of Paiis~ 
tine before ·us' and disagree with the decisions 
~hich we are no~ making. We shall then have 

·to, go over the entire ground with them· and 
modify our· views in order for . us t9 . pe able to 
create an atmosphere of calm and ainity; an 

. ', atmosphere free from a~rimony, ' an atmosphere 
free fro111 any kind of feeling .that justice will not · 
be done. . ! 

If that is our ·object-and it should be our 
object-by f<1-i' the best course .for , us to . pursue 
would be to suspend this discussion for a little 
while and at least satisfy those who appear to ·be 
hesitant ,in appearing -before this Committee. I 

. have been given to understand that the Ar~b 
Highet Committee is not likely to come .befor:.e 
this Committee until the General 'Assembly has 
endorsed the resolution (document AjS.j 151) 
that this Committee should hear them. 

It · is, therefore, quite obvious that if we pro­
ceed in their absence, we shall ccrl<!-inly be prej­
udicing the entire case, .. and aU our, discussions 
w~l end in smoke because, if they do not appear 
here, if they cbntinue not to co-operate, even if 

mission soient les bortnes. . 

.M. AsAF ALI (Inde) (traduit de lJ anglais) : 
J'ai, . au cours -de ce deb~t, presque atteint les 
limites de 'Ia patience, en entendant de tous ~otes 
le beau langage de Ia raison. Il y a Deaucoup a 
dire sur les deux propositions presentees, l'une 
par les Etats-Unis, !'autre par !'Argentine, et . 
bien qu'il y ait -beaucoup a dire sur chacqne. 
d'elles, mon sentiment est a peu pres celui du 

. perpeseritant de la Bolivie . . 
\ '. 

. ]'es.time· que n~us ~ettons .Ia charrue avant 
les b~ufs. Les representants de Ia Palestine, 
juifs ou arabes, · ne s~ sont pas encore fait enten­
dre. Nous ignorons encore quel est leur point 
. de vue. . E~ ce qui conceme cc::s representants, 
nous n;e savons pas encQre s'ils se presenteront 
devant nous. . . · . · 

Nous discutons de la constitution de Ia. com­
mission a creer et noi:.Is · essayons d'etudier le 
mandat a lui confier. ,II me -seml?le que tout 
ce debat deviendra sterile si les representants 
de Ia Palestine se presentent devant nous et 
desapprouvent les decisions que no us . prenons 
actuellement. Si nous voulons cr.eer une at'mos­
phere de calme et d'ai:hitie·.ou .ne regne aucune 
acrimonie, aucune crainte d'injustice, il nous 
faudra repr,endre avec eux toute Ia question et 
modifie~ notre point de vue. · 

· Si tel est notre but- et ce devrait l'etre--'-- le · 
meiJleur parti a prendre; et: de oeaucoup, serait 
de suspe:hdre un moment les debats et de donner 
~u 1 moins satisfaCtion a ceux qui semblent hesi­
ter a se presenter devant la Commission, . On 
m'-a laisse entendre que. le Haut Comite arabe 
ne se presenterait probablement pas devant cette 
Commission tant . que 1' Assemble·e generale 
n'aura pas sanctionrie Ia resolution (document ' 
A/ C.l / 151) qui vise a donner au Haut Qomite ' 
le droit de se faire entendre a Ia ·commission. 

II est done · evident que :si nous. poursuivons ·· 
les deliberations .en !?absence de' ces 'represen- · 
tants, nous fausserons toute !'affaire et nos discus­
sions ne seront que fumee; en eff~t, s'ils ne se· 

. presentent pas devant nous et s'ils perseverent 
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your committee is app~inted, do you think it will 
· achieve any results? The result ,will be that all 
these discussions will end in nothing and we shall 
be where we are at the present time. The entire 
problem will continue to hang fire. 

My request, therefore, is that either this dis­
cussion be suspended and the President of the 
General Assembly be ·r.equested to summon the 
General Assembly to endorse the resoh.J.tion that 

. the Arab Higher Committee be heard by the 
First Cominihee, or, for the time being, we con­
.tinue to discuss this problem ih a wholly impar­
tial manner. 

I suggest we approach the President to sum­
mon the General Assembly to a meeting ·this 
afternoon. It wilr be a matter of barely five 
minutes. All of us are here. Only notice has to 
go out. It i~ merely a matter of procedure. We_ 
can sit here. Instead of you, Mr. Chairman, the 
siding. He will put the resolution to the Assem-

- bly;·it will be endorsed, and then we can convert 
ourselves into this Committee and continue our 
discussion. 

That will secure, .at least, one objective, 
namely, the appearance of the Arab Higher 
Committee (which is absolutely essential) before 
the Committee. I feel certain that the representa­
tive of the United States and the representative 
of the United Kingdom will not differ with me 
on this point. 

In regard to the subject matter of the propo­
sal, I do not think it is necessary for me to enter 
the lists at this moment because I should like to 
know the result of the proposal I am putting 
forward before I proce~d to say anything about 
the other proposals. However, ·there is one 
small point about which I must say a word 
or two. 

I have heard quite a bit about neutrals here. I 
would be very sorry, indeed, to be considered 
anything but a neutral in the sense in which it is 
being used. My country is just as neutral as any 
of the other countries which profess to be neutral, 
and which are considered neutral by the Com­
mittee;· Therefore, I should not like this term to 
be used in any resolution for the simple reason 
that those who will be chosen will be considered 
neutral, and others will be dubbed "partial". 
Why have this invidious.distinction? 
· It would be infinitely better, I think, to con­

sider the point of v.iew which was put forward 
by the representative of Australia iri a very 
incisive speech. And, also, it would be better to 
consider the point of view of the ,eminently rea­
sonable proposal put forward \by the representa­
tive of Argentina. If we could again cqncoct 
another "cocktail" which would not be a "Man­
hattan" but might be even better, it would be a 
good thing. For the time being, I desire to have 
an answer to the proposal which I have put for­
ward and· which might be worded as follows 
(document AjC.l/153): · 

"The First Committee resolves: 
"That it be propose.d to the President of the 
General Assembly that a plenary meeting be 

diinS leur refus dci' cooperer, a supposer que 
votre commission ·~oit constituee, croyez~vous 
qu'elle parviendra ~. quelque resultat? En fin 
de compte, toutes :rces discussions n'aboutiront 
a rien et nous ne sef,ons pas plus avances. Toute 
l'affaire continuera ·a trainer en longueur. 

Je demande done,- soit qu'on suspende les 
debats et qu'on prU le President de l'Assemblee 
g·enerale de demander a cette dernithe d'adopter 
la resolution qui vise. a donner au Haut Comite 
arabe le droit de se;:faire entendre a la Premiere 
Commission, soit, p,our Je moment, qu'on pour­
suive les debats en t9ute impartialite. 

Je propose que nous nous mettions en rapport 
avec le President pour le prier de convoquer 
1' Assemblee generale cet a pres-midi.- Cela pren­
dra a peine cinq rhinutes. Nous sommes tous 
presents. Il n'y a .9.u'a communiquer l'avis de 
reunion. C'est simrhement une question de pro­
cedure. Nous P011VOns rester ici. Le seul 
changement, c' est que le President de 1' Assem­
blee generale prenqra votre place, Monsieur le 
Presidente. Il soumettra la resolution a 1' Assem­
blee qui l'approuve~a et nous nous reunirons de 
nouveau en Commission pour continuer' le debat. 

De la sorte, nous: aurons atteint au moins un 
de nos buts, a savo~r la comparution du Haut 
Comite arabe devaqt la Commission laquelle est 
absolument indisperisable. Les representants des 
Etats-Unis et du R!oyaume-Uni ne rhe contre­
diront pas; j'en suis .certain. 

En-ce qui concerhe le sujet de la proposition, 
je · crois inutile d' enfrer en lice pour le moment, 
car je voudrais, ava?t de formuler des remarques 
sur les autres propositions, savoir le resultat 
obtenu par la propqsition que je soumets. Cepen­
dant, il est un point sur lequel j'aurai un ou 
deux mots a dire. ' 

· On a beaucoup parle 1c1 des neutres. Je ne 
voudrais pas qu'ov me considerat autrement 
·que comme un neutre, au sens ou l'on emploie 
ce·mot. Man pays e,st aussi neutre que n'importe 
lequel de ceux qui declarent l'etre et que la . 
Commission reconn~it comme tels. J e ne vou- · 
drais done voir ce ·1 terme figurer dans aucune 
des resolutions pour la simple raison que ceux 
qui seront choisis', seront consideres comme 
neutres et d'autres qualifies de' . "partiaux". 
Pourquoi cette distigction desobligeante? 

A mon sens, il vapdrait infiniment · mieux exa­
miner le point de vue presente, dans un discours 
mordant, par le representant de 1' Australie. Il 
vaudrait egalement. mieux examiner le point de 
vue exprime dans ~1a proposition eminemment 
raisonnable du representant de 1' Argentine. Si 
nous pouvions corifectionner encore un autre 
"cocktail", non pas :uri f'Manhattan", mais quel­
que chose de meilleur encore, ce serait une bonrie 
chose. Pour l'instant, je voudrais re!=evoir une 
reponse a la proposition que j'ai presentee et 
que l'on pourrait rediger comme suit (document 
AjC.l/153): . . 

"La Premiere Commission decide: 
. De proposer ~u Presidente d 1' Assemblee 

generale de convoquer immediatement une , 
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called at , once to consider the following 'reso-
lution: ' · 

"That the First Committee grant a hearing 
to the Arab Higher Committee on the ques­
tion before the Committee." 

, It is a perfectly innocuous proposition and I 
am perfectly certain th,at it will be acceptable to 
all. 

The CHAIRMAN: The representative- of India 
has submitted a resolution which will be circu­
lated in a moment or two. I should add, if we 
discussed it and adopted it at this moment, that 
resolution would put an end temporarily to the 
discussion which we are presently carrying on. 
That is a matter for the Committee to decide. 

On the other point made, that it would . be 
·more. useful to have the representatives of the 
organizations here before we continue our dis- ' 
cussion, I can only say what I h'ave already 
said, namely, that we passed a resolution yester-' 
day on that 'point. I have no doubt that a repre­
senta'tive or representatives of the Jewish Agency · 
will be ready to appear very shortly indeed. 

On the other point, regarding the representa­
tiveS of the Ar~b Higher Committee, we have 
not yet heard from them because, as you know, 
they withdrew their appl~cation yesterday. We 
have given them an opportunity to reconsider it. 

· However; I take it that that reconsideration ,is 
not likely to be effective from the point of view 
of the representation unless they are invited by 
the General Assembly in plenary -session and 
not by this Committee. That is an. important 
point. 

I should like to ask the · Committee, without 
prolonged debate, whether it would like to 
interrupt the discussion we _ have been carrying 
on in order to put forth this new resolution, 
which is short and which, I believe, is under-

. stood by all. ~f we vote on this resolution at once 
and if it is adopted, I will be very glad to get in 
touch with the President of the General Assem­
bly and ask him to hold what, I hope, will 'be a 
very short plenary session in this room imme­
diately after lunch. 

Can we decide on this resolution at once with­
out any prolonged discussion? I shall read it 
again to the Committee. 

"The First Committee resolves: 
"That it be proposed to the President of the 

General Assembly that a plenty meeting be 
called at once to consider the following reso-
lution: . , . . 

" 'That the First Committee gra~t a hearing 
to the Arab Higher Committee on the question 
before the Committee.'" 

Mr. GoNZALEZ FERNANDEZ (Colombia ) : I 
am going to abstain from voting and I should 
like to explain, the reason for my abstention. 

It is my belief that the statements and decla-
' rations made here yesterday in this Committee 

should be considered amply satisfactory by the 
Arab Higher Commit~ee and that the decision 
to hpld a special, meeting of the Gen~ral Assem-

seance pleniere en ~ue d'examiner la resolution 
cia pres: 
"Que la Premiere Commission admette le 
Haut Comite arabe a lui exposer ses vues sur 
la question." 
C'est une proposition parfaitement inoffensive, 

et je suis absolument sur que personne n'y fera 
d'objection. 

Le PRESIDENT ( traduit de l' anglais) : Le ' 
representant de l'Inde ,a Soumis une resolution 
qui vous sera distribuee dans un instant. Je dois 
ajouter que, si nous la discutons, et si nous 
l'adoptons maintenant, cette resolution mettra 
temporairement fin . au debat en cours. C'est a 
la Commission d'en decider. · 

Apropos de l'autre question soulevee, a sa­
voir qu'il serait preferable d'inviter ici les repre- · 
sentants des organisations avant de poursuivrf 
nos deliberations, je ne puis que repeter ce que 
j'ai deja dit: nous avons adopte hier une resolu­
tion sur ce point. Sans aucun doute, le ou les 
representants de l'Agence juive seront prets a 
comparaitre d'ici peu. • 

En ce qui concerne ensuite les representants 
du Haut C~mitE arabe, nous n'avons ·encore 
rec;:u d'eux aucun communique, car ils ont, 
s;omme vous le savez, retire hier leur demande 
d'audience. Nous leur av6ns laisse le temps de 
se livrer a un nouvel examen. Toutefois, j'estime 
que ce nouvel examen n'amenera vraisemblable­
ment pas de resultat au point de vue represen­
tation, si en ne les invite pas a se presenter 
devant l'Assemblee generale reunie en seance 
pleniere et non devant la presente Commission. 
C'est la un point important. 
' Je voudrais demander a la Commission si, 

sans engager une longue discussion, elle serait 
. d'avis d'interrompre les debats en cours afin de 
permettre le depot de cette nouvelle et breve 
resolution que, je l'espere, tout le monde com­
prend. Si nous. passons immediatement au vot.e 
et si nous l'adoptons, je ,me ferai un plaisir de 
me mettre en rapport avec le President de l'As­
semblee generale pour lui ·demander de. convo­
quer dans cette salle, im~ediatement a pres le · 
dejeuner, ce qui, je l'espere, sera une tres courte 
seance pleniere. 

Pouvons-nous no us . prononc,er. immediatement 
sur ceite resolution sans engager de longues dis­
cussions? Je vais donner a nouveau lecture de la 
resolution a la Commission. -

«La Premiere Commission decide: 
De proposer au President de l'Assemblee 

generale de convoquer immediatement une 
seance pleniere en vue d'examiner la resolution 

; ci-apres: 
· "Que la Premiere Commission admette le 

Haut Comite arabe a lui exposer ses vues sur 
la question." 
M. 9oNZALEZ FERNANDEZ (Colombie ) ( tra­

duit de l' anglais) : J e m'abstiendrai ·de voter et 
je voudrais en donner la raisof\. · 

. Amon avis, les exposes et les declarations faits 
hier devant cette Commission devraient donner 
ample satisfaction au Ha1,1t C~mite arabe; j'es­
time aussi que la decision de tenir, a la de-

. mande de .Ja Premiere Commission, une seance 
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bly, by request ~fthe First Committee, for t4e -
purpose of instructing the First Committee to 
make a decision which it has alreaqy made, has 
very little meaning. , . 

I believe that none of the Ar;:tb representa­
tives here has the slightest doubt that there was 
no iptention to hur~ the feelings of the . Arabs 
on the part of the Assembly and qn the part of 
the ~elegation whith proposed the resolution 
which was approved, regardless of whether the 

. Arabs ~ere represented here by the Arab States 
· or by ·the Arabs of Palestine. ' . 

I do not wish to obstruct the resolution, but 
I am going to abstain . . However, it is .my feeling 
that a vote with regard to this · resolution; to-· 

'• ' gether with this sort of comedy in respect to 
changing chairs, would have. very little meaning 
and would ~e totally ·unbecoming to an Assem­
bly consisting of fifty-five nations. 

Mr. ARcE ·.(Argentina) (translated from 
Spanish): I am sorry to disagree with my col­
league, the representative of Colombia. Circum­
stances may force us into situations such as the 
one which has just arisen. But iny understand­
ing is that the As8embly has been convened in 
order that we should study this problem and do 
everything in our power to solve it. 

In the proposal which I drafted for submis­
sion to the Assembly, I included the representa­
tives of the Arabs of Palestine .and of the Jewish 
population of Palestine on the same footing ard 
with the same status as the Jewish Agency. 

It was the so-called ''cocktail'' resolution ap­
proved by the Ass~mbly which brought about 
the consequences which we are now experienc­
,ing. But we are de~ling with facts and, when 
dealing with facts, the best thing is not to stand 
on one's dignity, even if this means admitting · 
that we have made a mistake. 

J, wholeheartedly support th~ proposal made 
by the representative of India: because I ,should 
like to; have the absolute assurance that we are 
going to have the co~operation of the Arab 
populatiop. Despite the fact that the statel)lents 
we made yesterday were heard ··and even wel­
com~d by the Arab States, they nevertpeless 
maintain their abstention. The facts clearly 
show that they are .not disposed to co-operate if 
the General Assembly does not pli:1ce them on 
an equal footing with the Jewish Agency. We 
must recognize that in such a case, even at the · 
expense of our pride, we ought to go back a 
step because what we have to aim at is the solu- . 
tion of the problem. Arid if the Arabs 'abstain, 

· there. will be no ~elution to the probl.em. · 
· I tl,Ierefore strongly support the suggestion of 
the representative of India and request that we · 
vote on the proposal to ask the President · of the 
Assembly to consider it. · 

I am not, however, in agreement with the 
, .representative of India when he says that · for ' 

this reaSon we shall have t_o suspend our. discus­
sion.. Let us vote on the request made by the, 
representative of India and go on with our work. 

· Mr. P APANEK (Czechoslovakia) : I do not 
believe there is any member ·of this Committee 

speciale de l'Asseml?lee generale, _pour d).arger Ia 
Premiere . Commissf.on de .prendre · une decision 
qu'elle a deja pris~ ne signifi.e pas grand-chose. 

. Je suis sur que tous les repn~sentants aral?es 
ici presents sont convaincus de ce que l'Assell).­
blee et les representants qui ont propose la reso­
lution adoptee n'o.nt jamais eu !'intention de 
blesser les ·sentiments des · Arabes, que ceux-ci 

, soi.ent representes i~i par les Etats arabes ou par 
les Arabes de Palesf,ine. 

· Je' ne voudrais pas faire obstruction a Ia reso­
lution, mais je h).'abstiendrai. Toutefois, . je 
considere que votei, sur cett~ resolution et jouer 
cette e8pece· de coniedie relative au changement 
de President ne signifierait pas · grand-chose• et 
serait. totalement deplace dans une Assembl~e 
composee de cinqu~nte-cinq nations. r 

. M. ARcE ( Arg~ntine) ( traduit ' de l' espa-· 
gnol): Je regrette de ne pas -etre d'ac_:cord avec 
mon collegue, le . representant de Ia Colombie. 
Les circonstances p~uvent nous placer dans des 
situations comme celle qui vient de se presenter. 
Mais je pense que;; l'Assemblee est convoquee 
pour etudier ce 'prqbleme' et pout faire, . en vue 
de leresoudre, tout ice qu~il est possible de faire. 

I La proposit~on que j'ai redigee pour Ia pre­
senter a I' Assemblee generale prevoit la repre~ 
sentation des Arab'es de Palestine, . celle . de Ia 
population juive· de Palestine celle de l'Agence 
juive sur un pied d'egalite et dans des condi-
tions identiques. · · 

La resolution dite "cocktail", que 1' Assem­
b16e a approuvee, ·a. entra1ne les consequences 
doht nous patissons a l'heure actuelle. · Mais il 

' s'agit de faits, et dans ce cas, le mieux est de 
renoncer a tout am'ou~-propre et de reconnaltre 
nos erreurs quand pous nous sommes 'tr<?mpes. 

J'appuie chaleur~usement lq. proposition de 
Ia delegation de l'I~de, car je voudrais que nous 
fussions assures de 1'entiere collaboration de Ia 
population arabe. 1:1 est ·-evident que, meme si 
nos declarations d'liier ont ete entendues, com­
·prises _et appreciees: par les J;:tats arabes, ceux­
ci ont decide de maintenir leur abstention. Cela 
prouve que les Arapes ne sont pas encore prets 
a collaborer, si I' Ass_emblee generale ne les place 
pa8_ sur un pied d'egalite avec l'Agence juive. 
Ce qui s'impose dans ce cas, meme si cela blesse 

. notre amour-propr,e, c'est de faire marche 
arriere, car nous n9us proposons de trouver Ia 
solution du problerrie, et, si les Arabes s'abstjen­
nent, il n'y aura pas de solution. · 

J'appuie done Ia ·proposition du representant 
de l'Inde et je demande que l'on . invite le 
President de l'Ass~rnblee a vouloir bien !'exami­
ner, 

La ou je 11e suis . pas d'accord avec le repre­
sentant de l'Inde, ic'est lorsqu'il dit que cette 
circonstance nous fprce a interrompre . nos tra­
vaux. Votons sur sa proposition et jmursuivons 
nos travaux. · · 

M. PAPANEK (Tchecoslovaquie) (traduit de 
L'anglais): Jf crois : qu'aucun des membres de 
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who, in an effort to secure a right and just soh.i­
tion, desires to prevent any-interested party from 

· Palestine from speaking. However, we are now 
beiilg aske_d to make a de~i$ion on suppoSitions. 

We made a ,decision yesterday. As a result of . 
that, the .President has sent an invitation to the 
Arab Higher Committ~e. As long .as 'we have not 
received an answer, it is :tpz' feeling· that we 
should not take any other actiOn. When we re­
ceive .such an answer, we can discuss the II}.atter 
and arrive at . a decision. · ' .· 
, I therefo~e propqse we should go on with our · 

. aiscussions. 

· Mr. ANOREWS (Union of South Africa) : I · 
hope, for the duration of this Assembly, the dek­
gations around this table will cease to indulge in 
11ny more "cocktails". It is quite clear that they 
hav~ an extremely confusing effe~t on the mirid. 

'cette Gommissi~n, ~n s'effor~ant. d'assurer . une 
solution juste et equitable, ne desire empecher 
de parler l'une des parties irrteressees de Pales- ' 
'tine. Toutefois, ·on nbus demande maintenant 
de nous decider. d'apres des hypothese8. 

N~tis ~von8 pris u~e decision bier. A Ia -~uite , 
de quoi; ·Ie President a envo¥e une' invitation au 
Haut ·Comite arabe. Tant que nous n'aurons 

' pas re~u de reponse, j'estime que nous ne devrons 
pas prendre d'autres mesures .. ', Quand nous · 
recevrons la reponse, nous pourrons disq~ter de 
la question et arriver a une decision. 

]e propose done . de p~ursuivre le .. debat . 

M. ANDREWS (Union S_ud-Africaihe) (tra­
duit de L'anglais): J'espere que, pendant toute 
Ia · duree de ct;tte As5ei:nb1ee; les representants 
reunis autour de Cette table voudront bien s'ab- \ 
stenir de !'usage des cocktails, qui broUillent 
manifestement les facultes mentales. 

It seems to me that yesterday,· in a spirit of · II me semble qii'hier, dans .tin esprit de con-
conciliation and ·of the utmost gqodwill, this ciliation et d''extreihe bonne volonte, l,a present~ 
Committee passed a resolution, the effect of Commission a: vote une resolution qui aurait 
w:hicl;l would be to have tpe Jewish Agency and · pour effet d'inviter l'Agence· juive :et· le Haut , 
the Arab -Higher Committee appear before _us . Comite arabe a se presenter devant no 'us pour 
and state their cas~. I express the hope that the expos~r leurs points de vu_es. J'espere que Ies-

. two parties will take-advantage of that in vita- deux parties · profiteront de cette invitation, et 
tion. I hope that they will take advantage of it , _ ~e·, des· que possible. · 
at the e'arliest possible moment. 
, I very much share the views expressed ' so Je partage entierenient !'opinion expnmee si 

lucidly by my colieague from Colombia that, ill_ clair~ment par mon collegue de Ia Colombie, a_ 
,effect, we woul~ be reducing our proceedingS · savoir que les debats de la Commission pren­
_here. to a farce, were this Committee, having draient tournure de farce si, a pres· a voir vote 
passed the resolution which 'we did yesterday, to bier une resolution, nous· demandions a 1'As­
proceed to the Assembly to ask it to authorize us semblee gen'erale l~autorisation de farre ce sur 
to do what we have already agreed to do. · quoi nous nous sommes deja mis d'accord. 

For those ·reasons, in every spirit of concilia- ( . Pour ces raisons; voulant tout faire en vue de 
tion, in every hope that the two parties whom la conciliation et plem d'espoir que les deux 
we have invited will take advantage of that in vi- · parties fuvitees par .nous profiteront de cette " 
tation, 1 find myself compelled to oppose this invitation, 'je me vois con~raint de m'opposer 
resolution placed before us. a Ia resolution qui nous est sournise. 

·_Mr. HAGGLOFF (Swed~n): The Swedish dele- . M._ HAGGL~FF (Suede) (traditit _de l'an-
gat~mi, from the beginning of this special Gen- glais) : Depuis le debut de cette session extraor­
eral Assembly, has taken _the view that it is of the dinaire de I' Assembiee generale, I a delegation 
greatest importance for the success of _our work suedoise est d'avis qu'il importe au ' plus haut 

' that both the interested parties· of the po'pulation ' point; pour- le succes de nos .travaux, que les 
of Palestine should ·be· given an equal right to parties interessees de la population de la Pales­
state their · views before ~his Assembly. It has · tine disposent toutes deux d~ meme droit d'ex­
never been our_ idea that there' should . be any ·poser leur point de vue devant cette ~emblee. 
distinction made, ' whatsoever, between those two ·.:Nous avons toujours considere qu'il rie fallait 
pa~ties. It is in this spirit that,we have taken part faire aucune distin~tion entre ces deux parties~ 
in the pr;oceedings of the Assembly._ ' C'est dans cet esprit que nous .avons pris part 

'aux debats de l'Assemblee. · 
The other day the. Gener~ As~embly, after a · L'autre jour, apres une discussion tres pous-

very full discussion, 'adopted a re8olution ( docu- see, l'Assemblee generale .a adopte une resolu­
ment A/ C.l/144), inviting the Jewish Aget:lcy, tion (document AjC.l /144), inv~tant 'l'Agence 
and giving this Committee the right to grant a juive et donnant a Ia presente Commission Ie 
hearing to the other party, At our meeting .of · droit Cl'autoriser l'autre partie 3:se fain~ entendre. 
yesterday, . after a most interestirig and full dis- Au· cours de notre seance ·d'hier, a pres une dis­
cussion, we" deCided not only to give ·effect to, cussion Complete et tres interessante, nous avons 
to implement, the decisions of the General decide, non seulement de donner effet, de donner . 
Assembly, but also to extend an invitation to the suite aux decisions de I' Assemblee generale, mais 
Arab Higher · Committee. The Swedish deiega- . aussi d'etendre !'invitation 'au Haut Comite 
tion thinks 'that this is enough. I do not arabe. La del~gatior;1 suedoise es'time que cela . 
thir;1k it would be right to go back to the General suffit. Je crois qu'il ne serait pas indique de reve7 
Assem~ly. ' For my p'a~t, I have too much respect nir a l'Assemblee _generale. Pour rna part, j'e-· 
for the author1ty of t;hat high body to be able to prouve trop de' respect -pour l'autorite de cette 
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vote in favour of a resolution which would mean 
that th~ General Assembly would take up a mat­
ter again which it has already fully considered. 

Colo!].el HonGS ON ( A~stralia) : I do not wish 
to go back into past his~ory; but on Saturday 
afternoon1 this debate was considered closed. The 
ruling of the President was objected to by the 
representative of Lebanon for reasons which were 
very convincing. 2 The Australian delegation 
voted against that. The reasons were very clear. 

The Australian delegation on Friday after­
noon put its name down to speak on the report 
of the General Committee, and the Polish reso­
lution as amended by the Czechoslovak resolu­
tion. The list of speakers was closed. That meant 
that the list of resolutions and amendments was 
closed too, because those speakers were referring 
to them only. But on Monday we had a new list 
of resolutions3. The President himself, in our 
opinion, ~eopened the debate by admitting those 
resolutions. That viewpoint, that it be closed, 
was ,upheld by the Assembly's decision. 2 

It seems to. me that you have largely brought 
·this on yourselves, and I think we ought to be, 
graceful, retrace our steps, as it was intended 
that afternoon when there was going to be just 

' a short amendment to place the Arab Higher 
Committee on the same plane as the Jewish 
Agency; and that is the intention of the present 
resolution of the representative of India. We . 
have .all agreed to it in principle. I think if we 
impose a self-denying ordinance on ourselves this 
afternoon, there will be no ,discussion; we can 
formally adopt the resolution he has put in and 
then we can immedi~tely get on with our task, 

,so I will support the resolution of the_representa­
tive of India. 

The CHAIRMAN : I hope we can resolve this 
matter without going into a discussion of what 
happened ·in the plenary_ session last week. I 
hop,e that we can vote without too much delay.· 

Mr. VAN Rm JEN (Netherlands) : I wish 
to associate myself with what has been said by 
the representative of Australia. I think that the 
Assembly in its plenary session voted in a way 
which may have given rise to. certain misunderc­
standings. I do not thin;k that there is anytl;ting 
humiliating in referring the matter again to the 
plenary session of the General Assembly, not in 
any way to go back on any decision that has 
been taken,· but in· order t9 adopt a new resolu­
tion ·which will entirely clarify the situation. I 
believe that the. representatives from Colombia, 
Czechoslovakia and Sweden are right from . a 
purely formalistic point of view, but I am in-

, dined to think that we can permit ourselves to 

1 See Official Records of the General Assembly, 'First 
Special S,ession, seventy-third plen~ry meeting. 

2 Ibid., Seventy-fifth plenary meeting. 
'Ibid., Seventy-fourth plenary meeting. 

haii"te assemblee pd~r voter en faveur -d'une reso­
lution qui signifierait que l'Assemblee generale 
doiL reprendre une' question qu'elle a dej~ exa­
minee a fond. 

Le colonel Hon,GSON ( Australie) ( traduit de 
l' anglais) : J e ne v'eux pas revenir sur le passe, 
et, pourtant, samedi, nous considerions le debat 
comme clos\ Le :representant du Liban s'est 
oppose a la deci~i~p du President pour des rai­
sons tres convaincimtes2

• La delegation aus~ra­
lienne a vote contn;. La raison ~n etait tres claire. 

Vendredi apres.:midi, la delegation austra­
lienne s' est inscrite pour prendre la parole sur -
le rapport du J3ureau et sur la resolu­
tion polonaise ·amendee par la resolution tche­
coslovaque. La list~ des orateurs etait close. Cela 
signifiait que la liste des resolutions et des amen­
dements etait cl!=lse egalement, parce que les 
orateurs se bornai~nt a s'y referer. Mais lundi, 
on nous a presente;' une nouvelle liste de resolu­
tions3. A notre avis, le ,President lui-meme a 
rouvert le debat en acceptant ces resolutions. 
L' Assemblee a con£irme cette decision2 suivant 
laquelle le debat etait clos. 

11 me semble que vous etes en grande partie 
responsables de la situation et j'estime que nons 
devrions de bonn<'; grace revenir sur nos pas, 
comme nous aviorls !'intention de le faire cet 
apres-midi, au moment ou l'on p.ous a propose 
un court amendem'ent visant a mettre 1' Agence 
juive et le Haut ·;comite arabe sur un pied 
d'egalite; c'est la I' intention de la presente reso­
lution du representftnt de l'Inde. Nous y avons 
tous souscrit en priJJ.cipe. Je crois que si chacun 
de nous· s'astreint, cet apres-midi, a eviter toute 
intervention inutile, il n'y aura pas de discus­
sion; nous pourrons adopter forrriellement la 
resolution qu'il no,us a soumise et poursuivre 
immediatement nos travaux. C'est pourquoi 
j'appuie la resolution du representant de l'Inde. 

'Le PRESIDENT '( traduit· de .l' anglais) : J'es­
pere que nous po'urrons ressmdre la question 
sans eritrer dans la' discussion de ce qui s' est 
passe a la seance pleniere, la semaine derniere. 
J'espere que nous pourrons passer au vote sans 
trop de retard. ., . _ 

M. VAN ROIJEN:, (Pays-Bas) (traduit de L'an­
glais) : Je voudrais m'associer a la declaration 
du representant de 1' Australie. La fa<;on dont 
l'Assemblee a vote ·dans sa seance pleniere a pu, 
je crois, donner lie),! a certains malentendus. Je 
ne vois pas ce qu'il y a 'd'hum_iliant a renvoyer 
la question a la seance pleniere de 1' Assemblee 
generale, non pas pour revenir sur une decision 
deja prise, mais 'pour adopter une nouvelle 
resolution qui elucidera entierement la situation. 
Je crois que les representants de la Colombie, 
de la- Tchecoslovaquie et de la Suede ont raison, 
si l'on s'en tient ~trictement, aux formes, mais 

_ je suis enclin a pepser que nous pouvons nous 
pennettre de regar~er la question sous un angle 

1 Voir les Proces-ve;bat_tX officiels de l' Assembltfe gene­
raZe, premiere session: extraordinaire, soixante-treizieme 
seance pleniere. 

2 Ibid; Soixante-quinzieme seance pleniere. 
. 'Ibid. S?ixante-quat'orzieme seance pleniere. 
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take a large view of this matter and to refer it 
back to 'the General Assembly. . ' 

The CHAIRMAN: This Committee is rapidly 
establishing a c~stom of getting into trouble at 
lunch. time. Perhaps we should lunch a little 
earlier. ' _ 

If there· are no other speakers, th~ First Com­
mittee can vote ori the Indian draft resolution: 

ay he First Committee resolves: 
"That it' be proposed to the Presid,ent of the 

General Assembly that a plenary meeting be 
called at once" - and by at once the mover 
means . immediately after lunch - "to consider 
the following resolution: 

" 'That the First Committee grant a hearing to 
the Arab Higher Committee on the question be­
fore the Committee.' " 

Those in favour of this resolution will raise 
their right hands. 

A 'vote was tak~n by show of hands. 

The CHAIRMAN: The resolution is carried and 
I shall, therefore, take great pleasure in turning 
oyer the Chair to the President of the Assembly 

· · at 3 p.m. this afternoon in this room for a special 
session of the As~embly. 

The President of the Assembly is anxious, be­
fore any plenary meeting of the Assembly is 
called, to discuss the matter with the General 
Committee of the A-ssembly. Therefore, there 
will be a meeting of the General Committee of 
the Assembly called at the request of the Presi­
'dent for .. 2.30 p.m. in the office.of the Secretary-
General. · 

If the General Committee agrees with the . 
President that there shall be · a plenary meeting 
it will convene at 3 p.m. '{he President of the 
Ass~mbly does not like to take the responsibility · 
for· calling a plenary meeting entirely upQn him­
self. Announcement of the plenary meeting will 
be made immediately after the meeting of the 
President and the General Committee. 

Mr. ZiPHIRIN (Haiti) (translated from 
French) : On a point of order, Mr. Chairman. 
I abstained from voting and I shall also abstain 
this afternoon, since I do not wish to obstruct 
or-hold up the debate. 

Nevertheless, I ~ould appeal to all my col­
leagues to cast their vote in future after -careful 
consideration and with a full sense of respon­
sibility. I think that this practice· of continually 
reversing decisions we have already taken is in­
compatible with the prestige of the Assembly. 
The Assembly is being asked either to reverse a 
decision it has already taken, which is detri­
mental to the authority of its deliberations, or 

. to confirm a previous decision, which is com­
pletely useless. 

I wish to make this appeal to . my colleagues 
in view of future deliberations. 

plus· large et ~e la renvoyer a, 1' Assemblee 
generale. 

I I 

Le PRESIDENT ( traduit de l' anglais) : La 
Commission commence a prendre !'habitude de 
s'empetrer dans les difficultes a l'heure du x::epas. 
NOus devrions peut-etre dejeuner plus tot. · · 

Si personne . d'autre ne demande la parole, la 
Premiere Commission peut proceder au vote. sur 
le pro jet de resolution de la delegation de l'Inde: 

«La Premiere Com mission decide: ' 
"De proposer au President de 1' Assemblee 

generale de convoquer immediatement?'- et par 
immediatement !'auteur de Ia proposition entend 

. immediatement apres le dejeuner - "une seance 
pleniere en vue d'examiner Ia resolution ci-a pres: 

"Que la Premiere Commission admette le Haut 
Comite arabe a lui exposer ses vues sur Ia 
question!~' . , 

Que ceux qui approuvent la resolution levent 
Ia main droite. 

On procede alors a un· vote a main levee. 

Le PRESIDENT (traduit de l'angl~is) ' : La 
resolution es't adoptee et je me ferai done un 
grand 'plaisir de ceder la place · au President de 
I' Assemblee generale a ·15 heures 'cet a pres-midi, 
dans cette. meme salle, pour une seance speciale 
de I' Assemblee. 

Avant de convoquer une · seance pleniere, le 
President de 1' Assemblee generale desire vive­
ment s'entretenir de la question· avec le Bureau 
de I' Assemblee generale.· II y aura done, a la 
demande . du . President, reunion du · Bureau, 
convoque pour 14 h. 30 dans le cabinet du 
Secretaire general. 

Si le Bureau est d'accord avec le President 
au sujet de. Ia seance pleniere, celle-ci aura lieu 
a 15 heures. Le President desire ne pas-assumer 
a lui seul la responsabilite de convoquer une 
seance pleniere. On annoncera cette derniere 
a l'issue de l'entretien ''du President avec le 
Bureau. 

M. - ZEPHIRIN (Harti): Un point d'ordre, 
Monsieur le President. Je me suis abstenu de 
voter, et je m'abstiendrai egalement cet apres­
midi, ca,r je ne veux ni faire obstruction, ni 
paralyser le debat. , , 

Cependaqt, j'adresse un appel a taus mes 
coJlegues pour qu'a l'avenir, ils accordent leur- . 
vote a bon escient et avec le plus grahd ~erieux. ' 
J'estiine que cette procedure, consistant a tou­
jours revenir sur les decisions ·que nous avons 
deja pris~; est incompatible avec le prestige de 
I' Assemblee'. Ce qu'on demande a I' Assemblee, 
c'est ou bien de revenii- sur une decision d~ja 
prise par elle, ce qui est contraire au serieux de 
ses delibenitions, ou bien de confirmer une 
de,cision precedente, ce qui est veritablement 
inutile. , 

Je desirais adresser cet appel a mes collegues 
enyue des deliberations a venir. 

The CHAIRMAN: The meeting is adjourned. Le PRESIDENT (traduit d,e l'anglais) : La 
seance est levee. ' 

The meeting rose at 1.05 p.m: 
. \ 

La seance. est levee a 13 h. 05. 
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, FORTY-NINTH. MEETING 
' . 

H~l(J' at Lake Success, New York; · ·· 
' on, Wednesday, 7 May 1947, ,at 5JO p.m ~ 

' " li -

QUARANTI*\!EUVIEME, SEANCE . 

T~nue . a. Lake Succe~s, New-Yo;k; 
le mertredi 7, Jl mai 1947, a 17 h. 30. 

' '- ' ' ~~ • ' I \. 

Chair;nan: ;Mr. r.,: B. PEARSON (Can~da). President: · M. ~· B. PEARSON (C3?ada). 

. The CHAIRMAN: Th~ forty-ninth. meeting of ' . Ly PR.*SIDENT r t~aduit de [' anglais) : La . 
ihe First Committee · ~ ~al,leq to order. <q~a~ante-ne~vieme !seance d~ I~ Premiere Com-

, , miSSion ~st ou:yerte, ! · , 
in view of the hour, I shoUld merely like to . , En raison. de rheure tardive, je voudrais 

find ou~ whether, the Committee would. prefer . savoir si la Commission prefer~ poursuivre son 
. to continl}e working now or to adj9urn until ~ ,tra\;'ail maintehan~~ bl.i . ajourper la · searice a 
11 a.m. tomorrow. · , . - · · ' d~m~,11 he~res. 1! . . •: ·. . · ' ' 

' Since no . one· has asked for recognition, the .' PUISqUe personn~ I].e .d~mande la parol~, ]'en 
' :sense 'of .the· Committee seems to be in favour of condus que la Commission est en faveur, de ' 

' '. an adjo~riimen_t· until tom.orrow at 11 a.m: l'ajournement jusq4'~ demain matin, 11 heures. 
I
I , I 

The 11J.eeting Tf!Se_ Cfl 5.31 p.m. , ---- ' L'a seanc'e kit l~-vee, a 17\ h. 1 31. 
- .. :. ' ' li '\ . ' ' 

I ' F;FTIETH MEETING . ; C;NQU~~TiEME SEANCE 

Held at Lake Success,., New Y~rk;._on Thursday; , Tenue ~ -~ake · S~ccess~ · N~w-Yo;k, · le j.eudi · 
.B .May 1947, at It a.m. ' ' B_ m~i . JIF47, a i: _lieures . . ~c. . • . . 

(;hairman: Mr. L. B. P~ARSON (~am\da). , ,President: M . Ill. B. PEARSON (Canada) : · . 

. 7.. C~~tinuation of the· discussion' . ~n 7. ·:Suite 'de ; Ia l!asscus~io~ :relative a lo 
·" -constatu~!ng and in-structing a speda_l , Cre,ation d'Jpe , commission speciale 

committee to prepare for the considera- · _ · · chargee, de ~reparer l'~xamen de Ia 
tion of the question of Palestine at·.the question paie~tini~nne par I'Assemblee 
second re·gular session _ (document Aj' · generale lors1i de sa deuxieme session 
C.l I 136) · . o.rdinaire et' ~u mandat de cette com- · 

The CHAIRMAN: The ' Comrllittee will recall 
that yeste~day it ~dopted the. following . decision 
(document A{C.l/153): · 

. ' 

mission (doc~ment .A/C.l/136) 

·· 'Le PRESIDENT . ~ traduit de l' anglais j ': i,es . 
. membres ' de la Co~mission se rappellent qu'ils 
ont adopte hier la r~olution suivante (document · 
_A/C_.1/153): I!·' . . . ' ' . 

"The .First Committee resoles · "La Premiere Cdmrmssion decide: , . 
"That it' be proposed' to .the President of, "De proposer, '~h President . de l'Asserhblee 

the General Assembly that a plenacy, meeting· generale de - conJ~quer immediate'ruent une 
be called ·at <;>nee to consider the foll,bwing · 'seance pleniere, en ~e d'examiller la resolution · 
resolution: . _' . · . · ci-apres: " · !i- '. · . . ' 

" 'That the First Com~ittee ·· grant a· hear- " 'Que Ia Prerhlere Commission adniette le 
ing to . the Arab IJigher Conlmittee on the Haut Comite ' a~abe a lui , ·exposer SeS vu~ 
question before -the Committee.'" · .. sur la question'.' (! · . : · · . . . 

1 
· . 

That resolution was referred to the President . Cette resolution a etc transmise au ·President 
of the Assembly, . who .requCS:ted !he ,General 'de' l'Assemblee qui, 'comme vous Je savez, a 
Committee-to .advise him with regard . to it. As a · d.emande au Burea~ de Ie conseiller ace sll.jet. 
-resUlt, a plenary session .was held yesterday aft~r- En ·consequence, uhe seance pleniere a eu lieu 
noon a~ which the fol).owing resolutiop: ( docu-- hier apre:s-midi, ak' cours ·de ' Jaquelle a etc 

-. merit A/C:1/155) was adopted: .. . · adoptee ·la resol).lt~mt distribu€e sous la· cote 
': A/C:l/155: , \.I!· 1

1 

"The General Assembly . "L'Assemb_tee9ererale · . . . 
Affirms tha( 'the decision .of the :fii\St Com- ". 'Affirme que la d~cision d~ la Premiet:e Com­

.· mittee to grant a · hearing to. the Arab ~igher · mission donnant aJ Haut'Comite -arabe l'occa­
. Cbmln.ittee ·gives a correct interpretation of the .. sioh de se faire . e~~endre interprete fidelement. 
' Assembly's intention." . . J • · • · . · 

1 
. I' intention de I' Asseinblee." · · · . 

. It is satisfactory to know tha.t the . Committe~ II est satisfaisant , de -sav~ir _que,. dans cette 
is ca:rfying out the Assembly's intention. in, this affaire, la Comm~sion agit bien daits le sens 
matter. · votilu ,par I' Assembl~e. - - -\ . · · . ' · · 
. . In ~ortnexion with the decisioit of the Assem- . A propos de tettie decision de l' Assemb!Ce, le 
bly, the repr.esentati~e of . Gu~teinala has asked representant du Gtiatemala a demande si la 
wnether the Committee wm permit .him to make I Commi~ion lui pe~mettrait d~- f~ire une l;>reve 
a short statement explainipg his· vote. -It ,is, Of, dedarapon -pour e~pliquer son vote. C'est·evi­
course, a somewhat irregular · procedure to ex- deinment une proc~c!-ure ,quelque peu irreguliere 

"plain in . this Committee ~a vote cast in . ,the ·que .de · donner d~ explications .- ~ - la presente 

104 ,'. '!! 




