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  Confidence-building measures in the regional and  
subregional context 
 
 

 The General Assembly, 

 Guided by the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United 
Nations,  

 Recalling its resolutions 58/43 of 8 December 2003, 59/87 of 3 December 
2004, 60/64 of 8 December 2005, 61/81 of 6 December 2006, 62/45 of 5 December 
2007, 63/45 of 2 December 2008, 64/43 of 2 December 2009, 65/47 of 8 December 
2010 and 66/38 of 2 December 2011 on confidence-building measures in the 
regional and subregional context,  

 Recalling also its resolution 57/337 of 3 July 2003 on the prevention of armed 
conflict, in which it calls upon Member States to settle their disputes by peaceful means, as 
set out in Chapter VI of the Charter, inter alia, by any procedures adopted by the parties,  

 Recalling further the resolutions and guidelines adopted by consensus by the 
General Assembly and the Disarmament Commission relating to confidence-building 
measures and their implementation at the global, regional and subregional levels,  

 Considering the importance and effectiveness of confidence-building measures 
taken at the initiative and with the agreement of all States concerned, and taking into 
account the specific characteristics of each region, since such measures can 
contribute to regional stability, 

 Convinced that resources released by disarmament, including regional 
disarmament, can be devoted to economic and social development and to the 
protection of the environment for the benefit of all peoples, in particular those of the 
developing countries, 
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 Recognizing the need for meaningful dialogue among States concerned to avert 
conflict, 

 Welcoming the peace processes already initiated by States concerned to resolve 
their disputes through peaceful means bilaterally or through mediation, inter alia, by 
third parties, regional organizations or the United Nations, 

 Recognizing that States in some regions have already taken steps towards 
confidence-building measures at the bilateral, subregional and regional levels in the 
political and military fields, including arms control and disarmament, and noting 
that such confidence-building measures have improved peace and security in those 
regions and contributed to progress in the socioeconomic conditions of their people, 

 Concerned that the continuation of disputes among States, particularly in the 
absence of an effective mechanism to resolve them through peaceful means, may 
contribute to the arms race and endanger the maintenance of international peace and 
security and the efforts of the international community to promote arms control and 
disarmament, 

 1. Calls upon Member States to refrain from the use or threat of use of force 
in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations; 

 2. Reaffirms its commitment to the peaceful settlement of disputes under 
Chapter VI of the Charter, in particular Article 33, which provides for a solution by 
negotiation, enquiry, mediation, conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement, resort 
to regional agencies or arrangements or other peaceful means chosen by the parties; 

 3. Reaffirms the ways and means regarding confidence- and security-building 
measures set out in the report of the Disarmament Commission on its 1993 session;1  

 4. Calls upon Member States to pursue these ways and means through 
sustained consultations and dialogue, while at the same time avoiding actions that 
may hinder or impair such a dialogue;  

 5. Urges States to comply strictly with all bilateral, regional and 
international agreements, including arms control and disarmament agreements, to 
which they are party; 

 6. Emphasizes that the objective of confidence-building measures should be 
to help to strengthen international peace and security and to be consistent with the 
principle of undiminished security at the lowest level of armaments; 

 7. Encourages the promotion of bilateral and regional confidence-building 
measures, with the consent and participation of the parties concerned, to avoid 
conflict and prevent the unintended and accidental outbreak of hostilities; 

 8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the General 
Assembly at its sixty-eighth session containing the views of Member States on 
confidence-building measures in the regional and subregional context; 

 9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-eighth session the 
item entitled “Confidence-building measures in the regional and subregional context”. 

__________________ 

 1  Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 42 (A/48/42), 
annex II, sect. III.A. 


