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ANNEX

Gbservations of Cuba on the question of anti-personnel |andm nes

Cuba fully shares the concerns expressed by the vast majority of the
i nternational community about the terrible consequences of the irresponsible and
i ndi scrim nate use of anti-personnel |andmnes for the civilian popul ations of
many countries and fully supports the humanitarian efforts being made to prevent
such consequences.

At the sane time, Cuba cannot overlook the fact that mines continue to be
essential for the defence of many States, particularly devel opi ng countries
whi ch do not have the necessary resources to acquire alternative nmeans of
def ence.

In Cuba's view, the ultimte objective of the international negotiations on
m nes has al ways been to ensure the maxi num protection of the civilian
popul ation and not to limt the mlitary capability of States to safeguard their
sovereignty and territorial integrity through the use of such neans, in
accordance with the principle of self-defence.

It is precisely the non-recognition of that inportant principle that is the
basic reason for Cuba's serious difficulties in supporting the total prohibition
of anti-personnel mines in the present circunstances.

Mor eover a conprehensive approach to the issue of mnes would have to
include a set of concrete and practical neasures for m ne-cl earance,
particularly in affected devel oping countries which do not have the facilities
to undertake that task on their own. As a prerequisite, therefore, such
countries nust be assured of the necessary financial and technical assistance.

Cuba's mlitary policy is to use mnes solely as a defence against the
external threat or use of aggression, particularly on the part of one country
whi ch is well-known for having nmaintained a hostile policy towards Cuba for nore
t han three decades and which has vast arsenals of all types of weapons,

i ncl udi ng nucl ear weapons.

At present, Cuba uses anti-personnel |andm nes solely to protect the
peri neter of the Guantananmo naval base, which is Cuban territory unlawfully
occupi ed by the Government of the United States of Anerica.

Those m nes serve a strictly defensive purpose and are intended to prevent
viol ati ons and provocations and to ensure the peace of mnd of the population in
the areas adjoining the foreign mlitary enclave. They also serve the mlitary
pur pose of preventing North American armed forces from expandi ng the unlawfully
occupied area with inmpunity and | aunching of fensives deep into Cuban territory.

The nmeasures taken by Cuba in using mnes along the perinmeter of the base
ensure the conplete protection of the civilian population, as well as strict
conpliance with all the provisions of the anended Additional Protocol Il to the
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventiona
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Weapons Wi ch May be Deened to be Excessively Injurious or to Have
I ndiscrimnate Effects (Convention on i nhumane weapons), although it has not yet
cone into force

In all international foruns where the issue of anti-personnel m nes has
been di scussed, Cuba has, anpbng ot her things, supported the adoption by States
of the follow ng neasures:

- Conpl ete prohibition of the use of anti-personnel |andmines in
non-internati onal conflicts;

- Conpl ete prohibition of renotely delivered mnes of all types,
regardl ess of their degree of accuracy and "safety", as weapons of an
especi ally offensive character

- Conpl ete prohibition of transfers of anti-personnel mnes and the
removal of any profit notives behind such transfers;

- | mredi at e prohibition of the use of undetectable mnes or mnes having
devi ces actuated by the presence of magnetic m ne detectors;

- Permitting the use of anti-handling devices only as a neans of
protecting mnes which have been enpl aced.

In view of the fact that the amended Protocol Il of the Convention on
i nhunmane weapons represents the only comon ground reached by the internationa
comunity after intensive negotiations, our priority now nmust be to achieve
uni versal accession to that |egal instrunent.



