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The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m. nuclear policies. In this context, a series of bilateral
agreements have been reached. The establishment of the
Agenda items 57 to 81 ¢ontinued) first bi-national monitoring agency in the nuclear field —

the Brazilian-Argentine Agency for Accounting and
General debate on all disarmament and international Control of Nuclear Materials — was a specific result of
security agenda items these agreements, as was the Quadripartite Agreement of
complete safeguards with the International Atomic Energy
Mr. Cardenas (Argentina) (nterpretation from Agency (IAEA).
Spanish: On behalf of my delegation and on my own
behalf, | wish to congratulate you, Sir, and the members of Hence, our respective nuclear programmes are today
the Bureau at this session of the First Committee. transparent, not only as regards Argentina and Brazil, but
alsovis-a-visthe rest of the world. Since June 1994, joint
Very important events in the field of disarmament anthspections by the Brazilian-Argentine Agency and the
the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction hal®EA have been carried out. Furthermore, my country
taken place this year. | am referring to the all-importamgromoted — in this case, alongside Brazil and Chile —
decision of the international community to extendhose actions required to accede to the Treaty of Tlatelolco.
indefinitely the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucleailoday, over 30 years after its creation, the Treaty is being
Weapons (NPT). In this respect, my country joined at astrengthened and extended, making it possible to envisage
early date the 180 States, out of the 185 Members of ttiee consolidation of a nuclear-weapon-free zone covering
United Nations, which decided together to extend the Treahatin America and the Caribbean. In this framework, we
indefinitely and unconditionally. This firm step taken by thevelcome the fact that the Cuban Government has signed
majority of the international community consolidates ththis international instrument. We firmly believe that all
aspiration of many to a world free of weapons of magkese regional milestones are effective means of
destruction. strengthening the system of collective security established
by the Charter of this Organization.
My country’s efforts to build a reliable system for
ensuring international peace and security are fully We view with extreme concern the conducting of
recognized by the international community. They are, inuclear-test programmes. We share the profound, collective
fact, a central pillar of the Argentine Republic’s foreigrinternational aspiration to see, in 1996, the completion of
policy, which first took shape in the context of our owrthe comprehensive test-ban treaty, without time-limits or
region. permissible exceptions. Absolutely committed to this goal,
the Argentine Republic is actively participating in the
Together with Brazil, the Argentine Republic has madeegotiations on the comprehensive test-ban treaty. In this
progress towards a thorough coordination of our respectikespect, my country will host, from 20 to 22 November
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1995, the workshop of the Group of Scientific Experts ogroup — with the participation of officials in the areas of
seismic events, of the Conference on Disarmament. The aillefence, the economy and foreign relations — for the
is to interest and involve the countries of Latin America anidnplementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention in
the Caribbean and Mexico in the third technical experimeArgentina.
of the Group of seismic experts by providing information on
stations located on their territories, previously selected as In this framework we should also include the
auxiliaries, and for them to join under the best possiblaternational Seminar on the Non-Proliferation of Chemical
conditions the seismic-monitoring system of the futurand Bacteriological Weapons, held in Buenos Aires on 15
comprehensive test-ban treaty. | wish to stress that thed 16 November 1994. Organized by the Argentine
organization of the workshop has been delegated to tRepublic, Australia, Canada, Norway and the United States,
National Institute for Seismic Prevention, headquartered iinaimed at an exchange of opinion among the countries of
San Juan. It is being sponsored jointly by the Group afatin America and the Australia Group. The Seminar was
seismic experts and the Argentine Foreign Ministry. the first of its kind to be held in the region and was useful
for an exchange of ideas on export controls as an element
Furthermore, we firmly support the determinedn the campaign against the proliferation of this type of
initiation by the Conference on Disarmament of negotiatiorvgeapon of mass destruction.
on a convention on the prohibition of fissionable
material — the cut-off convention. We also urge the  The Republic of Argentina attaches special importance
implementation of the decision by the Conference aw the Convention banning biological weapons. We would
Disarmament on the adoption of the report submitted duritige the ad hoc group established by the Special Conference
its plenary meeting on 12 August 1993. We recognize tld the States Parties to the Convention on bacteriological
legitimate aspirations of the candidate countries teeapons to continue its work so that it will be possible to
participate fully in the work of the Conference onconclude a verification protocol that will improve and
Disarmament, as established in resolution 49/77 B. strengthen the Convention.

The Argentine Republic supports the Secretary- The Review Conference of the States Parties to the
General’'s urgent appeal for full international complianc€onvention on the Prohibition or Restrictions on the Use of
with the Convention on the Prohibition of the Developmen€ertain Conventional Weapons was concluded this month
Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons amd Vienna. In this connection, | would like to inform the
on Their Destruction. On 2 October, my country depositedommittee that on 2 October of this year my country
its instrument of ratification of this Convention. This is yetleposited its instrument of ratification of that international
another step consistent with our non-proliferatiotreaty. We regret that at the Conference it was not possible
philosophy. Through this act, Argentina consolidate® reach agreement on strengthening Protocol Il of that
externally measures already adopted domestically. | anternational instrument. On the other hand, we applaud the
referring to my country’s decision to assume strict contr@doption of the text of the new Protocol of the Convention,
of the exportation of chemical substances. This is beimmg blinding laser weapons, in spite of its limited scope of
implemented through the equally stringent application of thagpplication.
regulations contained in Decree 603/92.

The Republic of Argentina has associated itself with

| wish to point out that the Argentina position waghe efforts made by this Organization to try to resolve the
clearly reflected in the Mendoza Declaration, which waisiternational humanitarian crisis brought on by the use of
signed on 5 September 1991 by Argentina, Brazil and Chilanti-personnel mines. My country pays especial attention to
In that context, a thorough process of consultations h#ss subject because of its devastating consequences for the
begun among the signatory countries with the aim aifvilian population. In this connection, by its executive
coordinating positions and drafting measures for the nodecree 435 of this year, Argentina endorsed resolution 48/75
proliferation of this type of weapon in the region. K adopted by the General Assembly on 16 December 1993

suspending the export, sale or transfer of all types of anti-

Argentina is participating in the Preparatorypersonnel mines, without exception. Argentina imposed the
Commission for the Organization for the Prohibition oban for a period of five years.

Chemical Weapons in The Hague. We are determined to
play an active role in that organization. In this respect, we We consider that resolution 49/215, entitled
have already established domestically an interministeri#issistance in mine clearance”, constitutes an important
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link in the international chain that has been established to In order to control contraband in nuclear material,
eliminate the lingering effects of the planting of antiStates must take internal measures, such as changing their
personnel mines. We are deeply satisfied by theccounting systems. We support the efforts made by the
international community’s response to this serious problet\AEA to deal with this alarming problem.
The presence of 100 States and 60 organizations at the
international gathering on mine clearance, held in Geneva Finally, | wish to highlight the fact that all the actions
from 5 to 7 July, clearly shows the will of States to increasiaken by the Republic of Argentina to prevent the
their political and financial support for efforts to stop theoroliferation of chemical, biological, nuclear and ballistic
spread of such weapons. weapons constituted the ideological foundation for
promoting in timely fashion, and within the framework of
With pledges amounting to $22 million, as announceithis Organization — more specifically, within the Security
at that international gathering, the voluntary trust fund fa€ouncil — the submission of a draft resolution ratifying the
assistance in mine clearance can become operational. In trigiinal jurisdiction of the Security Council with regard to
context, Argentina requested at that international meetingn-proliferation, and updating the statement made in 1992
that its contribution for the de-mining of the Malvinas bavhen the Heads of State rightly affirmed, in this building,
considered a contribution to that trust fund. It should bimat the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
recalled that the trust fund was established under resoluticonstituted a threat to international peace and security.
48/7, which was co-sponsored by my country and formally
adopted on 19 October 1993 by the General Assembly. Mr. Starr (Australia): | would like to congratulate
you, Sir, on your election to the Chair of this Committee
Following this robust action by my country in thisand to assure you of the full cooperation of the Australian
area, the Government of Argentina contacted thdelegation.
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, offering to take charge of clearing the Half a century after the establishment of the United
mines planted in the Malvinas during the 1982 confliciNations, we can see clearly the imprint which it has left on
This offer has been reflected in document A/49/76, and,rternational affairs, in particular on international security
reiterate, it isex gratiain nature. issues.

Similarly, on 9 August 1995 the Government of Unlike its predecessor, the League of Nations, whose
Argentina offered to the Mine Clearance and Policy Unit aéntire life span amounted to a brief 20-year interval between
the United Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs thewo World Wars, the United Nations has taken root and
cooperation of qualified personnel of the Argentine armadatured to such an extent that today it is difficult, if not
forces for possible participation in every stage of minenpossible, to envision a world without it.
clearance undertaken by the Organization.

What we have seen steadily and quietly growing over

The proliferation of conventional weapons urgentlyhe past five decades, even through the depths of the
requires the constant attention of the internationauclear shadows and proxy conflicts of the cold war, has
community. In this respect, sharing the view expressed bgen the habits of global community and collective
the Secretary-General in his report, we believe that tlsecurity — a collective security which recognizes that a
regular submission of reports to the Register ofiorld operating according to agreed norms of international
Conventional Arms is a useful way of strengthening thieehaviour is infinitely preferable to international
system of mutual trust between States, through the reportiagvlessness; a collective security based on the belief that
of legal transfers of conventional weapons by States fthmited concessions of national freedom of action produce
defence purposes. tangible benefits for the economic and political welfare of

all; and, of critical importance, a vision of collective

Since the establishment of the Register dfecurity to which the vast majority of the international
Conventional Arms, the Republic of Argentina has reportesbmmunity has been prepared to pledge itself and its
not only on its arms transfers but also on its stocks oésources.
military matériel. In this way we are strengthening, at the
regional and international levels, the system of global It is the concrete and repeated renewal by individual
security provided for in Chapter VIII of the Charter. States of that commitment to the international common

good which has caused the United Nations to endure, just
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as certainly as it was lack of that same commitment which  Our first commitment is clear, namely completion of
caused the League to founder. For the League did rtbe comprehensive test-ban treaty as soon as possible, and
founder on lack of ideals or mechanisms; rather, @ertainly no later than 1996. In practice, the treaty needs to
foundered on a lack of concrete commitment to implemertie available for signature by the autumn of 1996, that is, at
maintain and, where necessary, refurbish these foundithgg commencement of the fifty-first session of the General
ideals. Within two decades, loss of energy among Membassembly. Our message to the Conference on Disarmament
States, reflected in a series of political set-backs, none mfust be unequivocal if we are to achieve this goal. The
which was fatal in itself, was sufficient to obliterate all theConference will have to sign off by the end of June 1996
visionary promise of 1919 and the resolve to end wars. on a completed text, which can then be forwarded to this
body — meeting in reconvened session — for endorsement
I make these points not just because of owo that preparations for signature can commence by the
Organization’s fiftieth anniversary, but rather because, in tlmeitset of the fifty-first session in September.
year since we last met, the vast majority of States
represented in this room participated in the indefinite  We all know that the window of political opportunity
extension of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucleatemands pursuit of such a time-frame, and that there is a
Weapons (NPT), and agreed on a series of relatednvergence of views on this matter among negotiators. We
measures — notably on the Principles and Objectives whiall appreciate the potency of the political symbolism in the
we intend to follow in our future pursuit of nuclearfact that in one of its last acts at its fiftieth session, the
non-proliferation and disarmament, and on an enhanc€gneral Assembly would endorse our collective
treaty review process. determination to end nuclear testing for ever. Thus,
Australia looks forward to joining with others this year,
In a sense, the NPT — and the decision to extendiunder the leadership of Mexico, in presenting a draft
indefinitely — represent the best and most effective fruit aksolution which seeks to entrench these expectations as the
our post-war search for collective security. The Treaty haspllective and consensus view of the international
during half the life of the United Nations itself, restrainedommunity.
the rush to nuclear proliferation and the emergence of new
nuclear-weapon States. Even in the depths of the cold war, We also call on all delegations to recognize that the
the commitment to a world free of nuclear weapons whiciichievement of this negotiating objective will require a
it enshrines stood as a compelling rejection of the notion détermined effort and a basic desire to reach consensus,
vertical proliferation and of the nuclear arms race. We hayarticularly on the scope of the agreement. Australia,
now decided that the principles of nuclear non-proliferatiotogether with the great majority of the other negotiators, has
and nuclear disarmament, on which we have agreed wittdnught a truly comprehensive “zero yield” ban on tests. We
the NPT, should be entrenched indefinitely and irrevocablgre now close to having all five of the permanent members
and we have called on those few States that still remaif the Security Council on record as accepting a “zero
outside the community of the NPT to join with us under thgield” ban. We call for the consolidation of this consensus,
authority of the Treaty in this task. and for this to be expressed in final convergence on the text
of the scope article before the intersessional negotiations in
However, we will succeed in entrenching thesdanuary. We do not have time for debilitating discussion at
principles only if, collectively, our deeds follow our words this late stage on whether or not we are, after all, really
if the undertakings we have all made in our collectiveursuing the comprehensive ban agreed in the negotiating
interest are honoured faithfully. The real achievement of treandate and called for by the international community.
Review Conference held in May in New York was, not
simply to consolidate the nuclear non-proliferation At this critical stage in our collective search for a more
achievements of the past, but to recommit ourselves secure world free of nuclear weapons and in the finalizing
implementation of the Treaty in all its aspects in thef the comprehensive test-ban treaty, the continuation of
decades to come, with the ultimate goal of the completriclear testing by China and the recommencement of
elimination of nuclear weapons. We have refurbished oauclear testing by France in the South Pacific are
objectives and renewed our commitment, and we muaberrations, belonging to a different era and to the logic of
reinvigorate our pursuit of international security while th@uclear confrontation in a world we have deliberately and
shadow of nuclear war still remains. decisively put behind us.
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Like the vast majority of the peoples and nations afion-nuclear-weapon States which are in compliance with
the planet, Australia cannot accept the idea that continueithding and verified international non-proliferation
or resumed nuclear testing — no matter who conducts it #astruments is unthinkable, and not to be tolerated. We look
can in any sense make it easier to consolidate recdat this progress to be recognized in resolutions this year.
progress in nuclear disarmament, to demonstrate thée also look for progress in implementing further steps, in
conclusive end to the nuclear arms race, or to achieveparticular through further Security Council action, or the
comprehensive test-ban treaty. This was self-evident to @eishanced review process agreed upon for the NPT.
all in New York five months ago, and is reflected in the
language we agreed upon here by consensus. Australia supports the immediate commencement and

early conclusion of negotiations on a non-discriminatory and

Australia congratulates those three nuclear-weaponiversally applicable cut-off convention, banning the
States which are maintaining testing moratoriums. Wwoduction of fissile material for explosive purposes, a
condemn the decisions made by the Governments of thether element of the nuclear disarmament programme
other two nuclear-weapon States to carry out nucleagreed in May. It is clear to all concerned that the
explosions — in one case within days of the indefinit€onference on Disarmament has agreed on a negotiating
extension of the NPT. Australia has unequivocalljnandate. We find it curious that after years of striving
condemned each subsequent nuclear test, regardlessowfards this objective, it is now some non-nuclear-weapon
where it has occurred. These test explosions fly in the faBtates that seem to have reservations regarding the
of the unambiguous wishes of the international communitgpmmencement of negotiations, even though these would
and of the commitment undertaken by all nuclear-weap@ermit discussion of existing stocks. We have a window of
States — expressed so clearly in article VI of the NPT -epportunity now which we would be well advised not to
to pursue negotiations in good faith with a view to thequander.
cessation of the nuclear arms race and the eventual
elimination of nuclear weapons. We agreed, in New York in May, to the determined

pursuit of global reduction of nuclear weapons, with the

In matters of collective security and nucleaultimate goal of their elimination, and of general and
non-proliferation, it is not enough to enjoin the rest of theomplete disarmament under strict and effective
world to “do what | say, not what | do”. We expect theinternational control. In Australia’s view, the most
General Assembly to pronounce in unambiguous terms appropriate forum in which to pursue and take stock of the
these tests, conveying clearly its intention that our collectivincrete implementation of the first element of this
pursuit of the future should not be encumbered byndertaking will be the enhanced review process agreed for
individual failures to let go of the past. the Treaty, commencing in 1997, where all participants are

committed to shared non-proliferation and disarmament

The refurbishment of international security objectivesbjectives.
at the NPT Review Conference in May also included
important progress in areas such as that of security At the same time, we are not opposed to addressing
assurances for non-nuclear-weapon States, notwithstandsgues of nuclear disarmament in other forums. We
the procedural failure to conclude a final documerdppreciate the value of unilateral, bilateral and plurilateral
reflecting the considerable progress made on this subjesteps which might be taken, including those from internal
States parties to the NPT separately noted the importancal@cussions amongst the five nuclear-weapon States. We are
Security Council resolution 984 (1995) and of the parallalensitive to the need to draw all members of the
declarations made by nuclear-weapon States. Furthermanéernational community — including current non-parties to
they had specifically agreed on the need to consider furthtte NPT — into a productive dialogue on how we might act
steps — which could take the form of an internationalljn concert to progress towards the goal of a nuclear-
legally binding instrument — to assure non-nuclear-weapaveapon-free world.

States parties to the Treaty against the use or threat of use
of nuclear weapons. What is clear is the intention of the international
community by 1997 to have well in hand, concrete

The consolidation and enhancement of internationsirategies to consolidate steps taken over the next two years,
norms on security assurances would be an important stemaimd to support plans of nuclear-weapon States to press
reasserting and entrenching our common understanding tfaatvard with new significant cuts in nuclear-weapons
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons agairmsildings.
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Concrete steps are being taken in promoting nucleahe weapons systems which potentially threaten the
weapon-free zones. In May, the States Parties to the NBdntinued existence of life on the planet, but also those
gave a resounding encouragement to the developmentwdfich actually kill thousands annually in the real world.
these zones. Australia welcomes expressions of support
given by nuclear-weapon States to specific nuclear- We commend the contribution being made here by the
weapon-free zones in that context. It welcomes in particulddnited Nations Register of Conventional Arms, and
indications from the United States that it is moving towardsholeheartedly subscribe to the support for the exercise
a final decision on adherence to the South Pacific Nuclefrom our region reflected in the statement made by the
Free Zone Treaty, a treaty which is of special importancghairman of the ASEAN Regional Forum on 1 August
and significance to Australia and its fellow South Pacifi@995. On the other hand, we call on the Conference on
Forum members. We also call on the other nuclear-weapbisarmament to cut through the procedural obstructions
States which have not yet adhered to the relevapteventing such discussions in that forum, and on
protocols — France and the United Kingdom — to do soolleagues to consider also the possibility of reinvigorating
without further delay, recognizing the uncompromisinghe work of the Disarmament Commission to ensure new
support which the region has afforded to the cause pfoductive work in all these real issues.
non-proliferation. Like other South Pacific Forum States, we
urge France to close permanently its nuclear test facilities Ad hoc forums such as the Review Conference on the
in the South Pacific. inhumane weapons Convention also play important roles.

We welcome agreement in Vienna to an additional Protocol

We warmly acknowledge the hard diplomatic efforfor the Convention which would ban the use and transfer of
which has gone into completing adherence to the Treaty ldfnding laser weapons. However, we were deeply
Tlatelolco. We welcome the conclusion of the negotiatiordisappointed that disagreement on a number of limited but
for the African nuclear- weapon-free-zone treaty, and loakignificant advances in the protection of civilians from
forward to its early signature. The entry into force of thisong-lived anti-personnel land-mines has not yet been
treaty will dramatically crystallize the important progresschieved. Australia is committed to the elimination of all
made in the last decade in rendering Africa a continent freati-personnel land-mines as an ultimate goal, and to the
of nuclear weapons. We look forward to the finalization bymmediate implementation of practical medium-term
neighbours to our near north of negotiations to establishneeasures which might advance us in some worthwhile way
South-East Asian nuclear-weapon-free zone with the supptwtvards our collective objective. The Review Conference
of the nuclear-weapon States. We are, in effect, seeing thest succeed in its resumed sessions to take steps which
steady growth of a series of complementary regionalill contribute, seriously, to preventing future humanitarian
arrangements — perhaps becoming even hemisphericdisasters.
effect for the southern half of the globe — which underpin
the international non-proliferation regime and give it a In dealing with both nuclear and conventional
distinctive regional commitment. disarmament issues, the mutually-reinforcing interaction of

regional and global initiatives is important in consolidating

In refurbishing our collective commitments, it is timelyprogress. In Australia’s neighbourhood, the ASEAN
to reconsider how effectively our multilateral arms contrdRegional Forum is making significant steps in
and disarmament machinery has been responding. Australénonstrating regional commitment to collective and
was gratified that the Conference on Disarmament has bemroperative security, and to habits of transparency and
able to agree in principle to the expansion of itpeaceful coexistence which will stand us in good stead for
membership. Once implemented — and this decisive stée future. Ongoing support by the United Nations — for
should not be allowed to slip — it should give theexample through the United Nations Regional Centre for
Conference a renewed vigour and extended authority Beace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific, based in
addressing its various negotiating tasks. Kathmandu — for such regional development is important,

and is appreciated.

Australia finds it curious and unacceptable, however,
that in general our standing multilateral disarmament Australia is also pleased to be able to participate in
machinery continues to avoid dealing substantively witbther regional initiatives, such as the Middle East Arms
non-nuclear disarmament, most notably the problems pogedntrol and Regional Security Working Group, which seeks
by conventional weapons and forces. Disarmament, if it ¢seatively to underpin the Middle East peace process.
to be effective, must affect us all. It must take in, not just
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In my introductory comments | sought to emphasizehairmanship of the First Committee of the current session
the need for the international community, not simply tof the General Assembly. We have full confidence that with
codify ideals, but to maintain an ongoing and concretgour outstanding talent and rich experience in diplomacy,
commitment to their implementation. you will guide the work of the Committee to success.

Meanwhile, | wish to congratulate the other members of the

Nowhere is this more important today than in th&ureau on their elections and express our thanks to His
context of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWCExcellency Ambassador Rodriguez of Ecuador for his
Many of us here were engaged in the historic push tmntribution to the Committee during his tenure of the
conclude this, the first global multilateral instrument t@hairmanship for the last session.
provide a verifiable ban on a whole class of weapons, and
to provide for their destruction. But to be effective in The current session of the United Nations General
achieving the disarmament objectives of the negotiators, tlissembly is being held in the year that marks the fiftieth
instrument must be speedily ratified by the major possessarsniversary of victory in the world’s anti-Fascist war and of
of stocks, namely Russia and the United States. Episodegstad victory of China’s War of Resistance against Japanese
chemical terrorism have underlined to us that there is mavasion, as well as of the founding of the United Nations.
room for complacency in international security issues su¢for half a century, the United Nations has made
as these. The norm of chemical non-proliferation and tt®mmendable efforts in the promotion of disarmament and
destruction of all chemical weapons established in the CWBe maintenance of international peace and security. In this
needs to be asserted unambiguously and authoritatively iegpect, the General Assembly has adopted numerous
actions on the part of the majors, actions which effectivelgsolutions on nuclear disarmament, conventional
propel the treaty into force. disarmament, the prohibition of biological and chemical

weapons, the checking of the arms race, prevention of the

With regard to the biological weapons Convention, imilitarization of outer space, the establishment of
is incumbent upon us to strive, despite the constraints of thaclear-weapon-free zones and zones of peace. The three
international disarmament calendar, to develop a coherapecial sessions devoted to disarmament and the Final
and effective verification mechanism as rapidly as possibleocument adopted by the first special session on
Recent revelations made concerning previous activities disarmament in particular, facilitated progress in the field of
Iraq, indicative of systematic breaches of the Conventiodisarmament. In the United Nations and other multilateral
graphically underscore the need to refurbish and reinforé@ums, a series of important disarmament agreements, such
the norms of the Convention, and to deter, emphaticallsgs the Biological Weapons Convention and the Chemical
their future violation. It is not enough that we have &Veapons Convention, were reached, thereby leading
Convention in place; we must reinforce verifiablanankind step by step towards a world free of all forms of
commitment to the implementation of its provisions. weapons of mass destruction.

We have an important international security agenda Since the last session of the General Assembly, thanks
ahead at this fiftieth session of the General Assembly. ta the efforts of all countries, further progress has been
today’s world, there is no viable alternative to a collectivenade in the field of disarmament and arms control. Five
security built on mutual trust and collective commitmentnonths ago, the 1995 Review and Extension Conference of
There is no room for complacent reliance on pashe Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
achievements or empty statements of ideals, for withdrawaleapons (NPT) decided to extend the Treaty indefinitely.
from the process which continually shapes and implemenrfbat decision is conducive to the prevention of the
international norms, or for disregard of the solemn politicadroliferation of nuclear weapons and to the maintenance of
and legal commitments which are the basis of our securiipternational peace and security, and should give new
present and future. There is room for imagination, and hacdrrency to the process of nuclear disarmament. On the
work, to capture fully the considerable opportunities ofther hand, that decision should not interpreted as allowing
these times in which we are privileged to live. Thehe perpetual possession of nuclear weapons by the nuclear-
Australian delegation will make every effort to contributaveapon States. Security Council resolution 984 (1995), on
fully to this process. the provision of security assurances to non-nuclear-weapon

States, should serve as a new starting-point for negotiations

Mr. Sha Zukang (China) (interpretation from on legally-binding international instruments on the non-use
Chinese) At the outset, please allow me to congratulate yoor non-threat-of-use of nuclear weapons against
on behalf of the Chinese delegation on your election to tm®n-nuclear-weapon States. All participants in the Geneva
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Conference on Disarmament are working hard for the eaitpportance to the negotiations on the treaty and will
conclusion of a good comprehensive test-ban treaty aodntinue to work with all other participating countries for
have set up an ad hoc committee on the cut-off conventiadhe conclusion of a genuinely good comprehensive treaty as
Meanwhile, signatories to the Chemical Weaporsoon as possible, not later than in 1996.
Convention are intensifying their efforts to ratify it.
However, we have to be aware of the fact that disarmament China has long undertaken, unilaterally, not to be the
still has a long way to go. The existing treaties on nucledfirst to use nuclear weapons at any time or in any
weapon reduction have yet to be implemented. The gigantitcumstances. It has also undertaken, unconditionally, not
nuclear arsenals remain practically intact. Some nuclea- use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against
weapon States still insist on their policies of nucleamon-nuclear-weapon States and nuclear-weapon-free zones.
deterrence and are continuing with their research aide strongly appeal to all nuclear- weapon States to enter
development of space weapons. To promote the objectiveiatfo immediate negotiations on the conclusion of a treaty on
the total prohibition and thorough destruction of all nucleghe non-first-use of nuclear weapons and on an agreement
weapons, Mr. Qian Qichen, Vice-Premier and Foreigon the non-use or non-threat-of-use of such weapons against
Minister of China, proposed at the last session of th@n-nuclear-weapon States and nuclear-weapon-free zones.
General Assembly that a convention on the comprehensivbBese instruments would enhance international peace,
prohibition of nuclear weapons should be concluded. Hstability and security, and therefore be in accordance with
further put forward a comprehensive set of interrelatetie fundamental interests of all countries. China attaches
nuclear disarmament proposals, including the conclusiongrfeat importance to the issue of non-first-use of nuclear
a convention on the non-first-use of nuclear weapongeapons. In this regard, China has presented to the other
through negotiations among the nuclear-weapon Statesiclear-weapon States a draft treaty on the non-first-use of
China expects to see a positive response from the countnieglear weapons and calls on those countries to respond
concerned. positively. In the post-cold-war era of today, it is obviously
anachronistic to continue with the policy of nuclear
China supports the goal of a total ban on nucleadeterrence based on the first-use of nuclear weapons,
weapon testing in the context of the complete prohibitiothereby subjecting other countries to the nuclear threat.
and thorough destruction of nuclear weapons. China rejoices
at the marked progress achieved on the comprehensive test- China’s possession of a limited number of nuclear
ban Treaty in less than two years of negotiations. Chineeapons is intended solely for self-defence and to fend off
believes that that Treaty will be a step towards the ultimataiclear threats. China’s nuclear weapons are not directed
goal of the complete prohibition and thorough destructicsgainst any other country. China has no intention of
of nuclear weapons. The comprehensive test-ban Trearticipating, nor has it ever participated, in the nuclear-
should have a clearly defined scope providing arms race. China does not belong to any military alliance,
comprehensive ban on all nuclear-weapon-test explosiams does it have any foreign nuclear umbrella. While China
but it should not ban peaceful nuclear explosions or in amas long unilaterally undertaken not to be the first to use
way restrict the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Tmeiclear weapons, it has all along lived under the shadow of
verification regime of the treaty should be effective, fair anthe threat of nuclear weapons. Despite this fact, China has
just. China welcomes the substantive progress made on &xercised the utmost restraint in nuclear testing and supports
guestion of the international monitoring system and believascomprehensive ban on nuclear-weapon-test explosions.
that the system should be able to provide effective glob@nce the comprehensive test-ban treaty enters into force,
detection of events that are in violation of the future treatZhina will discontinue its nuclear-weapon testing.
National technical means (NTM) have no place in this
system, nor should they be a substitute for the international China consistently supports the aspirations and efforts
monitoring system. This is an important issue of principlef the countries concerned in their endeavour to establish
bearing on all States parties and particularly on thauclear-weapon-free zones through consultations in which
realization of equal rights between developing anthere is equal participation and in the light of the specific
developed countries that have different levels of sudonditions of each particular country. In this regard, the
technical means. Furthermore, to ensure the fairness of ttetin American and South Pacific countries have achieved
verification regime, the organization to be set up under tlt®mmendable results.
comprehensive test-ban Treaty must approve requests for
on-site inspections and reach conclusions after the Recently, we have seen welcoming progress in efforts
inspection. | wish to reiterate here that China attaches greatt the part of the African countries with regard to the
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establishment of the African nuclear-weapon-free zonagreement, progress has been made by States parties on
China resolutely supports the Treaty on an Africammending Protocol Il, on land-mines. China is always in
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone and will assume its ddavour of humanitarian efforts on the part of the
obligations regarding the African zone, in keeping with ittternational community to prevent the harm and killing
consistent position. It is also our hope that all nucleacaused to innocent civilians by land-mines. However, at
weapon States will equally respect the States of nuclepresent when the threat of a war of aggression still exists,
weapon-free zones and undertake their due obligations. land-mines are a legitimate means of defence for many
countries. Only when consideration is given to both
The Geneva Conference on Disarmament has set lupmanitarian concerns and military needs in a balanced
the Ad Hoc Committee for the cut-off convention. China isnanner can we work out practicable and viable solutions to
ready to work with all the other countries concerned to pushe problem of land-mines. It was in this spirit and taking
forward the work of the Conference on Disarmament iniato account the concerns of all sides as much as possible,
balanced manner and to contribute to the conclusion oftleat China participated in a positive and serious manner in
fair and practicable cut-off convention that will enjoythe relevant negotiations of the Conference of States Parties
universal participation and that will be beneficial to theéo the Convention on certain conventional weapons, and it
process of nuclear disarmament and nucledas made its contributions in this regard. We hope that
non-proliferation. during the resumed session next year, the countries
concerned will also be flexible and practical in seeking a
Ever since the Chemical Weapons Convention wdisst and equitable solution to the existing differences.
opened for signature, we have seen an increasing number of
countries ratifying the Convention. Thanks to the joint  Mankind has experienced two global hot wars in the
efforts of various signatories and the Provisional Technicfitst half of this century and has lived in the shadow of a
Secretariat, progress has been achieved on many isstad war for at least the past forty years — small wonder
concerning the future implementation of the Conventiothat the twentieth century has been described as the
Together with all other countries concerned, China wificentury of wars”. In five years’ time, the world will ring
continue to work for a satisfactory solution of such issugn the twenty-first century. In order to make the coming
as abandoned chemical weapons, challenge inspection aadtury an era of peace and tranquillity, we are pressed with
article 11 of the Convention. China supports the purposiee tasks of further promoting the disarmament process and
and objectives of the Convention and was one of the firpteserving world peace and security. China will continue to
signatories. China is now actively preparing for earlwork with all other countries, and make its own
ratification of the Convention. contributions to the complete prohibition and thorough
destruction of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons,
China has earnestly and fully implemented itand to the cause of peace for all mankind.
obligations under the Biological Weapons Convention, and
has annually reported to the United Nations the required Mr. Calovski (The former Yugoslav Republic of
data relevant to the Convention. China supports measulacedonia): | would like to congratulate you on your
that would strengthen the effectiveness of the Conventiogiection as Chairman of the First Committee. You can count
In the light of the special characteristics of biologicabn my delegation’s support and cooperation. | am sure that
weapons and the complexity of verification, it is imperativéhe Committee will be pleased with the results of the work
to discuss and formulate necessary definitions and objectiweder your chairmanship. | would like also to congratulate
criteria, including lists of bacteriological (biological) agentshe other members of the Bureau on their election to their
and toxins, so as to clearly differentiate the prohibiteposts.
activities from those allowed. Only on this basis can there
be a meaningful exploration of effective and practicable The process of disarmament should be further
verification measures. The quick-fix approach of verificatioadvanced and developed in all its fields. It is the best
for verification's sake will not help enhance thepreventive effort against future wars and the human
effectiveness of the Convention. tragedies that war brings, and it is the best means of further
strengthening international security and all the benefits that
At the recently concluded Review Conference of thpeace brings to the development of world-wide cooperation.
Convention on certain conventional weapons, agreeme3ud, no efforts should be spared to remove the threats to
was reached on the addition of a new protocol on thmeace and to prevent the occurrence of conflicts. If
prohibition of blinding weapons. Though falling short ofdisarmament is seen in that perspective, it will gain much
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more in importance; it will become equally important for alcontribution to the maintenance of European and global
countries, large or small, nuclear or non-nuclear; and it wilecurity — but, first, the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina
make a much larger contribution to the maintenance aofust stop and a political solution to the conflict must be
international security and to the efforts to achieve lastimgached. We hope that that will be achieved sooner rather
global peace. than later.

It is also extremely important to look at the process of  Under item 81 of our agenda — “Maintenance of
disarmament as an important part of the other regional aimdernational security” — the First Committee will
global efforts for peace and development. Thdeliberate on the Secretary-General's report on the
interdependence of all efforts against war, if followed witldevelopment of good-neighbourly relations among Balkan
the required maturity, political determination and will toStates (A/50/412 and Add.1). The report contains the views
prevent conflicts and other human tragedies, will certainlyf some Balkan States and of some others. It contains many
make our actions more resolute and their results margeresting suggestions and important opinions. In the course
productive. It is essential therefore to stress that mawy our discussions of specific subjects relating to
countries do not feel threatened by nuclear war, but are vengernational security agenda items, my delegation will
much concerned for their security because of developmestsak at length on the subject of the development of good-
in their surroundings. For that reason the democratizationmdighbourly relations among the Balkan States.
the process of disarmament, its transparency and all
activities aimed at regional and global integration are Later we shall submit a draft resolution for
essential to them and to their development. consideration and adoption by the Committee. At this stage

I should like to stress the following points: the development

This year the First Committee will work on manyof good-neighbourly relations is the most important factor
important issues of arms control and disarmament in @amthe generation of peace and cooperation in the Balkans;
atmosphere conditioned by the results of this year's Revievery effort — national, regional and global — should be
and Extension Conference of States Parties to the Treatyroade to steer developments in that direction; further
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT): th@&alkanization of the Balkans is the most serious threat to
urgency of the ratification of the Chemical Weaponsecurity in Europe and globally, and it is interesting to note
Convention, the difficulties involved in negotiating thethat it is no coincidence that the First World War started in
comprehensive test-ban treaty, the developments with regérd Balkans and that the Second World War lasted longest
to nuclear tests, rather than owing to the difficultieg the Balkans; Europeanization of the Balkans should not
involved in developing a global arms-control policy orbe delayed; the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina must stop,
conventional armaments, failure to stop conflicts and #nd a peaceful solution must be reached without delay;
prevent the occurrence of new ones and so on. It is claarmalization of relations between all Balkan States is a
that we will face many contradictory situations in oumust and should be helped and encouraged by the
forthcoming deliberations. The way out will be throughnternational community.
maintaining respect for our mutual interests, and applying
the determination and political will to develop international At this point | should like to stress the importance of
relations and cooperation, in accordance with the purpogbe recently concluded accord between the Republic of
and principles of the United Nations set forth in the Chartekacedonia and the Republic of Greece on their future
The observance of the fiftieth anniversary of the Uniterklations. We are sure that the two countries will benefit
Nations should influence us to take our deliberations in thatually from the accord and that it will have a beneficial
direction. effect on future developments in the Balkans.

Macedonia attaches the greatest importance to the Last year we underlined the importance of good and
development of good-neighbourly relations and considetimely preparation for the current year's deliberations on
them the most important generator of peace, securithjs agenda item and on the duties of the Secretariat in that
cooperation and disarmament in all regions of the worldegard. | cannot say that we are pleased with what the
particularly in our region — the Balkans. The people of th8ecretariat has prepared. The Secretary-General's report is
Balkans deserve to live together in peace with one anothetechnical compilation of the answers received from some
as good neighbours. The duty and the interest of EuropeStates, without its own input and without the views of so
to integrate all of them into the European Community, asany competent international organizations that are daily
soon as possible. That would be the most important
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preoccupied with current and future developments in thee country accumulates huge quantities of conventional
Balkans. weapons — more than is reasonable — one should normally
become worried. The rational policy for the United Nations

We hope that the Secretary-General's next report witb advocate is the development of good-neighbourly
contain the necessary input from him and from the mamglations, arms control and transparency in armaments
competent international organizations in the United Natiomsoduction, stockpiling and trading. A conventional-arms
system and those outside the system, particularly in Europace is as dangerous to international security as is the
The thrust of resolution 48/84 B, the draft of which wasuclear-arms race.
adopted without a vote by this Committee in 1993, is
transformation of the Balkans from a zone of conflict, a  Strengthening collective security is also a good answer
barrel-of-gunpowder zone, to a zone of peace and the problem. In this regard we are witnessing positive
cooperation, as an essential ingredient of Europedevelopmentsin Europe. The current transformation process
integration. in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) could

also enhance the forces of peace and cooperation in

Is this possible? Our answer to that question is in tHeurope — a good way of controlling developments in the
affirmative. area of conventional armaments. Here | should like to

mention the importance to the future development of

This year, as in the past, deliberations on the questi@uropean security of implementing the Treaty on
of stopping the proliferation of armaments — nucleaiConventional Armed Forces in Europe.
chemical, conventional, and so on — will dominate our
proceedings. The positive outcome of this year's Review My delegation shares the view that the Chemical
and Extension Conference of the Parties to the NPT — théeapons Convention — the most important achievement so
indefinite extension of the Treaty — represents the mofgr in the field of disarmament — should be ratified by all
important achievement of the disarmament process. T8&tes and that it should enter into force without delay.
effort to make the Treaty universal should continue, in the
hope of success in not-too-distant future. This achievement We support the efforts aimed at banning the production
should encourage action on the peaceful use of nucledrfissile materials for nuclear weapons or other nuclear
energy. explosive devices, as well as the early conclusion of

negotiations on a non-discriminatory and universally

We have been following closely the deliberations adipplicable convention. We hope that the necessary
the Conference on Disarmament on the banning of nuclesgotiations will begin soon in the Conference on
tests. The conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban tre@lisarmament. We also support the demand from
remains a priority of the Conference on Disarmament, ambn-nuclear-weapon States for binding security assurances.
we hope that the commitment to conclude such a treaty Bye are in favour of regional arms control and disarmament,
the year 1996 will be honoured. In this regard, the positicand we support the establishment of internationally
of the nuclear States is vital. recognized nuclear-weapon-free zones as a means of

enhancing global and regional peace and security.

My delegation attaches high priority to the control of Like many other delegations, my delegation attaches
conventional armaments. Activities in this area of armisigh priority to the question of de-mining. Mine clearance
control can be of immense help in the confidence-buildingnd reconstruction of the affected areas should be
processes between many States. If this endeavour is toumeglertaken with the utmost urgency. In view of the
successful it is essential that, in the field of conventiondlemendous humanitarian importance of this endeavour it is
armaments, there be transparency in production, stockpiliagsolutely necessary that it be concluded successfully.
and trading. Our region — the Balkans — is overstocked
with all kinds of conventional armaments. We have to  Before finishing my statement | should like to
remember that future wars will be fought with conventionalomment briefly on the question of expanding the
weapons. The fact is that it is not necessary to have atomi@mbership of the Conference on Disarmament. With due
bombs to frighten neighbouring countries: moderrespect to the Special Rapporteur and the Conference on
conventional weapons are enough. Disarmament, my delegation shares the view of other

delegations that the interest of many countries, including

It is also a fact that it is not difficult to ascertain howmine, in membership was not taken fully into account. We
much weaponry a country needs for legitimate purposes.hiépe that the Conference on Disarmament will find it
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possible to consider the issue further and to adopt a jubbse in the section dealing with nuclear disarmament, have
solution. a particular significance for the First Committee. In them it
is noted that nuclear disarmament has been substantially
| should like to end my statement by stressing thdiacilitated by the easing of international tension and the
what really matters at present is preventing new conflictgrengthening of trust between States, factors which have
and new wars and solving current ones by peaceful meapeevailed since the end of the cold war. The States parties
Here, preventive measures are the best formula. This wilirther undertook to fulfil with determination the NPT's
make arms control and disarmament an even higher priorityclear disarmament undertakings, while the nuclear-
and will make a significant contribution to strengtheningveapon States also reaffirmed their commitment to
international security and developing cooperativeegotiations in good faith on effective measures relating to
international relations. We therefore hope that in future thuclear disarmament. The measures outlined in the
First Committee will be able to devote more time tg@rogramme of action of the Principles and Obijectives are
international security matters. important for the full realization and effective
implementation of article VI of the Treaty. As we all know,
Mr. Jele (South Africa): My delegation would like to the programme of action entails the completion of the
congratulate you, Sir, upon your assumption of theegotiations for a comprehensive test-ban treaty; the
important office of Chairman of the First Committee at thénmediate commencement and early conclusion of
fiftieth session of the General Assembly. | would also likeegotiations on a cut-off convention; and the determined
to pay tribute to your predecessor, Ambassador Lumirsuit of nuclear, general and complete disarmament.
Valencia Rodriguez of Ecuador, who guided us through our
work at the forty-ninth session. We also wish to extend our At the NPT Conference, and afterwards, a linkage was
congratulations to the other officers elected to importacteated between the indefinite extension of the Treaty, the
posts in the First Committee. The Chairman, the membessengthened review, and the principles and objectives.
of his Bureau and the Secretariat can count on nWhile this linkage might have been created by others for
delegation’s support and cooperation in the fulfiilment aheir own purposes, this was not the case in the proposal
their duties. South Africa made to the Conference. In my delegation’s
view, the strengthened review and the Principles and
Disarmament and non-proliferation have been a foc@bjectives were not intended as ends in themselves, nor
of attention for the international community during 1995were they intended as a compromise to achieve indefinite
This is largely due to the attention given to the negotiatiorextension. They were intended as vehicles by means of
for a comprehensive test-ban treaty and the Review amthich we could enter into a process leading to the
Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on thehievement of the ultimate goals of the complete
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). The decisioelimination of nuclear weapons and a treaty on general and
to award the Nobel Peace Prize to Joseph Rotblat and ttmmplete disarmament under strict and effective
Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs for tiernational control. If these decisions are to live up to
central role they have played in promoting the cause tfeir advance billing, then we will have to meet the original
nuclear disarmament is further evidence of this. intentions, which were that the Principles and Objectives
should be a yardstick by which all the States Parties could
The NPT is the cornerstone of the internationaheasure their non-proliferation and disarmament
non-proliferation regime and is the foundation on whichchievements; that they would be renewed periodically to
much of our work is based. When the NPT was adopted 2Bsure that they were dynamic and adapted to changing
years ago, it represented a major advance towards nucleiacumstances; and that they would be a lodestar which
disarmament. The dramatic changes brought about by theuld focus attention on the goals for which the States
end of the cold war have created a global environment parties should strive.
which it is possible to realize the NPT'’s basic objectives.
The NPT Conference was also an important landmark
At the Review and Extension Conference, which wasn the way to our goal of achieving the universality of the
held here in New York during April and May, the NPTnuclear non-proliferation regime. In this context, | should
regime was reinforced by the adoption, without a vote, dike to recall my Foreign Minister's words when he
the decisions on the strengthened review process and ondlddressed the NPT Conference:
Principles and Objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and
disarmament. The Principles and Objectives, especially
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“Apartheid South Africa, as a part of its national The Treaty is important, as it expands considerably the
security policy, embarked on a nuclear-weaportstal area of nuclear-weapon-free zones and is a further step
programme. Democratic South Africa sees ittowards the final goal of complete nuclear disarmament. In
international and regional security being achieved kthis context, we also look forward to establishing
complete nuclear disarmament. The NPT provides gsoperative arrangements with other nuclear-weapon-free
in Africa and the international community with greatezones in the southern hemisphere. Work should then begin
security than did the nuclear weapons which we hawm a treaty establishing Africa as a zone free of all weapons
destroyed. Southern Africa until very recently was imf mass destruction.
a state of conflict, war and destabilization, and nuclear
weapons were thought to be providing security. |  South Africa appeals to the nuclear-weapon States to
believe that the South African experience — namelyive their support to the African treaty, and to ensure that
that security is provided by nuclear disarmament rathére relevant protocols are signed as soon as they are
than by nuclear proliferation — is a telling one, notvailable for signature. Here South Africa would also like
only for the threshold States but also for thd¢o add its voice to the call on the nuclear-weapon States
acknowledged weapon States.” which have not yet signed the relevant Protocols of other
nuclear-weapon-free zone treaties to do so as soon as
At the Review and Extension Conference, theossible. This would be a further step in the realization of
nuclear-weapon States also undertook to exercise utmthe# commitments which were undertaken at the NPT
restraint with respect to nuclear testing, pending theonference, and will further strengthen the nuclear non-
successful conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban tregtyoliferation regime.
My Government is therefore particularly perturbed that two
nuclear-weapon States have, despite the undertaking they My country wishes to pay tribute to all those
helped to negotiate at that Conference and in disregarddilegations which worked so hard in the Conference on
international concern and appeals to desist, proceeded to Risarmament in Geneva to produce the current rolling text
nuclear weapons. South Africa strongly urges the Statekthe comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty. Immediately
concerned to reconsider their nuclear testing policy and after the NPT Conference there was some concern that the
join a global moratorium on nuclear testing. work of the Conference on Disarmament was suffering from
a post-NPT lethargy. The flexibility shown by many
At the same time, we wish to commend othedelegations, and especially the announcements by three
nuclear-weapon States for their continued restraint in thisiclear-weapon States that they supported a truly
regard and strongly urge them to continue honouring thaiomprehensive zero-yield nuclear-test ban was of
commitment to a moratorium. A cessation of all nucledundamental importance to the work which has been done
testing will provide a favourable climate for the negotiationthis year.
at the Conference on Disarmament to conclude a
comprehensive test-ban treaty before the end of 1996, as On the question of the scope of the treaty, the South
agreed in the principles and objectives. African delegation at the Conference on Disarmament has
made it clear that it favours a simple article based on
South Africa takes great satisfaction at the progressticle 1 of the partial test-ban Treaty. We do not think that
that has been made with regard to the African Nucleas-comprehensive test-ban treaty should include the concepts
Weapon-Free Zone. The Organization of African Unitpf peaceful nuclear explosions, safety tests or low-yield
(OAU)/United Nations Group of Experts, which was veryests, all of which could be open to abuse, which could
ably assisted by a member of the United Nationfsustrate the purposes of a comprehensive test ban. South
Disarmament Secretariat in Geneva, Mr. Sola Ogunbanwifrica sees a future treaty as an instrument both for
completed their task of preparing a text for the Treatyon-proliferation and disarmament. Both these elements
during a meeting in Johannesburg at the end of May. At tineust be reflected in the scope of a future comprehensive
62nd meeting of the Council of Ministers of the OAU, thdest-ban treaty. We therefore support the text of the “scope
Pelindaba text of the Treaty was adopted, on 23 June 198@#8icle”, proposed by Australia, which is gaining widespread
Africa attaches great importance to this Treaty, and ttseipport in the Conference on Disarmament.
African Group will be submitting a resolution on the Treaty
to the First Committee. In the NPT Principles and Objectives, the States
Parties to the Treaty decided that the completion by the
Conference on Disarmament of the negotiations for a
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comprehensive test-ban treaty not later than 1996 w@3WC). The ratification of the CWC again underlines my
important in the full realization and effectiveGovernment's commitment to the non-proliferation of
implementation of article VI of the NPT. If this is to beweapons of mass destruction. South Africa strongly favours
achieved, it will then be necessary for the Conference tme early entry into force of this global disarmament
Disarmament to complete its work by the middle of nexagreement, which will ban an entire category of weapons of
year so that the treaty can be available for signature durintass destruction.
the General Assembly. It is vitally important that the
deadline set in the Principles and Objectives should be As current Chairman of the Preparatory Commission
strictly adhered to if we are to maintain the credibility ofor the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
the nuclear non-proliferation regime and of the decisioWeapons (OPCW), South Africa’s Ambassador to the
taken at the NPT Conference. Netherlands is taking active steps to encourage the
ratification of the Convention. South Africa, together with
My delegation also looks forward to themany other States parties to this important disarmament
commencement of the negotiations for a conventidreaty, firmly believes that ratification by the countries
prohibiting the production of fissile material for nucleawhich have stockpiles of these weapons is important,
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. We should likecause many States look to those countries to take the lead
to pay tribute to Ambassador Shannon of Canada, whdsefore depositing their own instruments of ratification.
tireless efforts led to agreement on a mandate for the
establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee on a cut-off South Africa is also participating in the work of the
convention. Ad Hoc Group of the States Parties to the Biological
Weapons Convention which was established by the 1994
South Africa was probably one of the first States, @pecial Conference of States Parties. The work which is
the end of the cold war, to cease production of fissilbeing done in the Ad Hoc Group to strengthen the
materials for weapons purposes when operations at its pidtectiveness and improve the implementation of the Treaty
enrichment plant were terminated early in 1990. Highlhy, inter alia, establishing effective verification measures is
enriched uranium (HEU) had been produced at the plant fahigh priority for my Government and integral to its policy
use as fuel in the production of isotopes as well as fon disarmament and the non-proliferation of weapons of
nuclear weapons. The very same facility therefore producethss destruction.
HEU for both peaceful and military purposes, clearly
illustrating the difficulties we can expect in verifying a South Africa also acceded to the inhumane weapons
“cut-off” convention. The plant has been regularly inspectedonvention on 13 September 1995. We believe that the
by the International Atomic Energy Agency since Novembeamiversality of that Convention is an objective for which we
1991 after South Africa acceded to the NPT anshould all strive and urge all States to accede to the
implemented a comprehensive safeguards agreement v@ittnvention as soon as possible. South Africa’s accession to
the Agency. the Convention emphasizes my Government's commitment
to the elimination of the suffering which is caused by the
In our opinion, the purpose of a cut-off conventiorscourge of war and other armed conflicts; to the promotion
would be to strengthen the international nucleaf international peace and security; and to our responsibility
non-proliferation regime and to provide a prohibition on th&o implement arms control policies as a means to this end.
production of nuclear material for weapons purposeédouth Africa has, for this reason, decided to extend its
through a binding legal and internationally verifiablenoratorium on the export of land-mines by the introduction
commitment. The main undertakings in a “cut-off'of a permanent ban on the export or sale of long-lived anti-
convention would be: to terminate production operatiorersonnel land-mines. We regret that the Review
and to refrain from any further production of fissileConference in Vienna was unable to achieve a revised
materials intended for explosive devices; to refrain fromrotocol Il and we call on all the States parties to work for
providing assistance in producing fissile materials faa successful conclusion of the meeting when it is
proscribed purposes to any other State, and to acceptonvened next year.
non-discriminatory international safeguards to verify these
undertakings. South Africa’s Government of National Unity is also
very concerned about the proliferation of other conventional
On 13 September 1995 South Africa became the thirtgrms. It is conventional weapons which are being used to
seventh State party to the Chemical Weapons Conventioreate the devastation in Rwanda, Somalia, Afghanistan and
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the former Yugoslavia. The illicit transfer of arms is also oénd the other members of the Bureau in our undertakings
major concern in the southern African region. To addresiiring the next few months.
these concerns the South African Cabinet approved the draft
of a new conventional arms control policy on 30 August In this connection, | should also like to express my
1995. A National Conventional Arms Control Committealeepest appreciation for the capable manner in which your
has been established and will function in accordance witinedecessor, Ambassador Luis Valencia Rodriguez of
the guiding principles and criteria to ensure arms trade akduador, presided over the Committee last year. Under the
transfers conform to accepted international practice. leadership of Ambassador Rodriguez, notable progress was
achieved by the First Committee and a sound basis provided
During the forty-ninth session, the General Assemblfpr our work this year.
adopted by consensus resolution 49/77 B on the expansion
of the membership of the Conference on Disarmament. In  Since the last session, there have been mixed signals
that resolution the Assembly recalled the report of thef encouraging and discouraging developments. In the realm
Special Coordinator for membership designated by tleé nuclear disarmament, we are witnessing progress in the
Conference, Ambassador O’Sullivan of Australia, and thefforts towards the implementation of START |, which
subsequent statement made by the Special Coordinatoremtered into force in December 1994; brighter prospects for
26 August 1993, recommending a dynamic solution to thke ratification of START II; the conclusion of START IlI;
guestion of membership. The Conference on Disarmame&ahewed enthusiasm in the ongoing negotiations on a
was also urged by the General Assembly to make evesgmprehensive test-ban treaty; and, of course, the
effort to reach a solution resulting, by the beginning afonclusion of the Review and Extension Conference of the
1995, in a significant expansion of its composition, whiclstates Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
would include at least 60 countries. Nuclear Weapons (NPT). On the other hand, we are also
witnessing disappointing developments, such as the
South Africa believed that resolution 49/77 B wagontinued existence of a nuclear threat against humanity, the
particularly important because the Conference aesumption of nuclear tests by nuclear-weapon States and
Disarmament is the only forum of the internationathe apparent possibility of nuclear proliferation to other
community for the negotiation of multilateral disarmamenton-nuclear-weapon States and groups of peoples who seek
treaties. It is therefore essential that its composition reflett obtain their political objectives through violent means.
present-day realities and not the bygone divisions of the
cold war. As a non-nuclear State party to the NPT, Thailand is
particularly disappointed and saddened by the decision of
Some progress has been made in the implementatiaunclear-weapon States to resume nuclear testing, in defiance
of the resolution through the untiring efforts of Ambassadaf world public opinion, in the very year in which the NPT
Benjelloun of Morocco, the current President of thdas been extended indefinitely. In May 1995, the
Conference on Disarmament. The decision which has namternational community decided to adopt, without a vote,
been taken by the Conference merely adopts the O’Sulliviire indefinite extension of the NPT at the urging of nuclear-
report on the composition of the Conference while statingeapon States themselves, in the expectation that this
only that the new members will assume membership at thecision would help remove the shadow of the nuclear
earliest possible date, which is still to be decided by threat which has loomed over the peoples of this planet for
Conference. The South African Government calls on thbke past 50 years.
Conference on Disarmament to implement its decision of
21 September 1995 on the expansion of membership by the For my delegation, the nuclear tests, all of which
beginning of its next session in January 1996. happened to take place in the Asia-Pacific region, clearly
violate the spirit of the NPT and the decision of the NPT
Mr. Pibulsonggram (Thailand): On behalf of the Review Conference on Principles and Objectives for nuclear
delegation of Thailand and as a colleague of yours herendn-proliferation and disarmament. Thailand wishes to join
wish to congratulate you most warmly, Sir, on your electioall others that have urged these nuclear-weapon States to
to the chairmanship of the First Committee. | am confidemtbserve the global moratorium on nuclear testing. My
that, under your able guidance, the work of the Firstelegation would also appreciate any service that other
Committee will be fruitful and successful. It is with thisnuclear- weapon States could render in reversing the
confidence that | should like to assure you of mygituation. In this connection, my delegation would like to
delegation’s readiness to render its full cooperation to y@ppeal to all nuclear-weapon States to live up to their
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Treaty obligations, particularly those provided by Article VINations disarmament campaign and related activities, as
of the NPT, and to work towards the complete eliminatiowell as the work of the United Nations Regional Centres for
of nuclear weapons. Peace and Disarmament in various parts of the world. In
particular, Thailand appreciates the initiatives, programmes
As a member of the Association of South-East Asiaand activities for peace and disarmament provided by the
Nations (ASEAN), Thailand firmly believes that all effortsUnited Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament
should be made to alleviate and eventually eliminate tle Asia and the Pacific, with its headquarters in Kathmandu.
nuclear threat. For this reason, since the early 1980s, a®wer the years, the activities of the Centre have helped to
contribution to global efforts, my country and its fellowpromote and encourage the development of effective
ASEAN members have been working towards theonfidence-building measures and have greatly facilitated
establishment of a South-East Asian nuclear-weapon-fride function of the United Nations in the area of the
zone. In recent years, remarkable progress has beaeaintenance of international peace and security. Thailand
achieved and it is hoped that the treaty on such a nucleamsuld like to pledge its continued support and willingness
weapon-free zone will soon be completed and be ready fiorparticipate in the ongoing important work carried out by
signature at the fifth ASEAN Summit Meeting in Thailandhe Centre.
in December this year.
Thailand wishes to re-emphasize that, in the area of
Despite the desire of the world community to see theonventional arms disarmament, openness and transparency
complete elimination of chemical weapons, these inhumaime the transfer of these weapons are greatly needed. In
weapons of mass destruction still exist and continue to #891, Thailand was one of the 150 Member States to vote
developed so that they can inflict greater harm and sufferiimy support of resolution 46/36 L on transparency in
on the human race. The recent gas attack against innocambhaments. Since 1994, Thailand has been providing
subway commuters in Tokyo proved that these abhorranformation to the United Nations Conventional Arms
weapons can be as effective in battlefields as they are in tRegister in accordance with that resolution. My delegation
very heart of a cosmopolitan city. No one is safe from theis confident that only the universal and non-discriminatory
destructive power. It is for this reason that Thailand is iapplication of this regime will result in a more transparent
full support of an effective and universal Chemicaand truly global disarmament in conventional arms.
Weapons Convention. Thailand believes that, given the
necessary political will and support, the Convention will be It has been over a decade that Thailand, as a neighbour
able to bring us a step closer to a world without chemic#d a country at war, has had to confront the uncontrollable
weapons. In this connection, | am pleased to inform thimenace of land mines and their devastating and crippling
meeting that, at present, steps are being taken in my oweffects. These lethal and destructive weapons have not only
country, Thailand, to ratify the Convention, after which weaused the loss of life and property among the Thai
would join with others in anticipating its early population, but have also rendered unusable large areas of
implementation. Thai territory. Through an intensive and continuous mine
clearance programme, the situation has greatly improved.
In a related area, Thailand welcomes the importartowever, much remains to be done before the problem can
decision of the Special Conference of the States Partiest® completely solved.
the Biological Weapons Convention in 1994 to establish an
Ad Hoc Group to consider appropriate means to strengthen As a land mine-affected country, Thailand does not
the Convention, including possible verification measuremanufacture or export land mines. My delegation therefore
Thailand welcomes this important step, provided that tteipport relevant United Nations resolutions on assistance in
work of the Ad Hoc Group and the implementation of thenine clearance and the moratorium on the export of
Convention take into account the need to protect sensitigati-personnel mines. We also note with appreciation the
commercial proprietary information and the legitimatefforts of the United Nations in drawing up a
national security needs of individual countries. comprehensive mine clearance programme, in launching
mine awareness activities, and, more importantly, in
One way that we can facilitate and assist the processtablishing the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for
of disarmament is to disseminate information okand mine-affected countries. My delegation, however,
disarmament as widely as possible in order to promoteould like to emphasize that international assistance for this
public awareness of the need for disarmament. In thiirpose should be non-selective and be obtainable by all
connection, my delegation is in full support of the United¢ountries and peoples who are victims of land-mines.
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The dramatic increase in the number of conflicts and  Mrs. Bourgois (France)interpretation from French):
disputes in various parts of the world during the past fe®everal delegations have referred to the question of nuclear
years has posed a new challenge to the ability of Unitéests. One did so in unacceptable language. These
Nations peace-keeping operations and multilateral effortsstatements prompt the French delegation to place the last
maintain international peace and security. My delegation series of tests carried out by France in the framework of the
convinced that, in order to enable the United Nations arfithal and complete ban on nuclear tests. Our purpose is, as
the international community to meet this challenge, nesoon as possible in 1996, to achieve the conclusion of a
thinking on the role of United Nations peace-keepintreaty that would ban all nuclear-weapons tests or any other
operations should be developed. Consideration should fngclear explosion.
given to the practicality, usefulness, and cost-effectiveness
of each operation. The major problem is the scope of such a treaty. As

members know, France was the first to announce, on 10

My delegation also believes that regional cooperatiohugust last at the Conference on Disarmament, that we
could do much to complement and assist global efforts @ndorse this objective and this formulation. This choice is
conflict resolution, conflict prevention, and confidencea matter of extreme importance. It is the choice of the zero
building. Because of this belief, in 1994 Thailand and theption.

Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) created
the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) with the aim of The attacks levelled at France are unfounded. Contrary
promoting peace and security for the Asia-Pacific regioto what some have said, this campaign is entirely in
As a consultative forum involving 18 countries from theiccordance with the law and with the commitments
Asia-Pacific region and the European Union, the ARF hasdertaken by France. The extreme restraint that we have
increasingly proved to be a wuseful vehicle fodisplayed signifies neither interdiction nor suspension, and
confidence-building in the area and has served as a viakle have never excluded the possibility of completing this
model for regional political cooperation. At its seconderies of tests.
meeting in Brunei Darussalam in August this year, in
particular, the importance of concepts such as amity and Furthermore, France is carrying out the minimum
cooperation in South-East Asia, peace and cooperationnamber of tests strictly required for the security and
the South China Sea and the creation of a nuclear-weapeoiability of its weaponry, as with the independent
free zone in South-East Asia were emphasized. Thailaadquisition of simulation technology. We include non-
hopes that, in the years ahead, the participants in the ARFoliferation among the priorities of our international
will continue to build on these concepts in order to helpctivities, and it is in this spirit that we actively strove for
ensure a more stable, secure and peaceful Asia-Pacifie unconditional and unlimited extension of the Treaty on
region, thus contributing to United Nations efforts at théhe Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in 1995.
global level.

Finally, France reaffirms its attachment to the ultimate

Much has been accomplished during the past year. Yehjective of nuclear disarmament, to which it has
much remains to be done in the area of international peaggbscribed, in particular in the context of article VI of the
and security at this session of the General Assembly aN®T. We have taken major unilateral measures to reduce
beyond. As we are celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of thmur arsenal, which are all the more important in that, as
United Nations, my delegation believes that this curreetveryone knows, this arsenal is maintained at the level of
session provides us with an excellent opportunity not ongtrict sufficiency by comparison with others.
to re-examine the successes and failures of the United
Nations in the areas of general and complete disarmament In conclusion, | should like to note that certain
and the strengthening of international peace and securitielegations have referred to the scenario of an immediate
but also to renew our commitment to the goals anckssation of tests. This leads the French delegation to
objectives of United Nations efforts in these areas. emphasize that such a scenario for the immediate — |

stress, immediate — cessation of tests could not be applied

The Chairman: | have received a request from twoto France. Lastly, this recent campaign was necessary for
delegations to speak in exercise of their right of reply. the signing of a treaty, which we hope to conclude next

autumn, that would ban nuclear tests. That seems to be the
| should point out that the rules regarding rights ofommon objective sought by the General Assembly.
reply that were invoked yesterday will continue to apply.
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Mr. Stephanou (Greece): | did not wish to speak onhave begun to develop very satisfactorily for both sides.
a point of order so as not to interrupt the statement maéwerything indicates that in future they will be very fruitful.
today by the delegation of the former Yugoslav Republic df take pleasure in noting such a positive situation
Macedonia. That is why | am availing myself of mydeveloping between our countries and in the southern part
delegation’s right of reply. of the Balkans.

In connection with the incorrect naming of the State in The interpretation of Security Council resolution
guestion used in that statement, | should like to recdll7 (1993) by the representative of Greece is not correct.
Security Council resolution 817 (1993), according to whicResolution 817 (1993) makes no mention of the name of
that State was admitted to the United Nations, my country or of any obligation by my Government to use

the reference mentioned in that resolution. There is no

“being provisionally referred to for all purposes withindecision by any United Nations organ or any other

the United Nations, as the former Yugoslav Republimternational organ that obliges us not to use our

of Macedonia' pending settlement of the difference thabnstitutional name. We are doing this now and will be
has arisen over the name of the Sta@solution 817 doing the same in future. As a matter of fact, we will

(1993), para. 2) always use our constitutional name, which is, as members

know, the Republic of Macedonia.

This difference has not yet been settled.

Mr. Stephanou (Greece): The representative of the

Mr. Calovski (the former Yugoslav Republic of former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia has given his own
Macedonia): Before | reply to the statement of thanterpretation. | should like to mention that there is no
representative of Greece, | should like to stress that theestion of interpreting Security Council resolution 817
relations between the Republic of Macedonia and Greecg993), as its text is self-explanatory. If it were interpreted

to imply that the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
could be referred to otherwise, the resolution would have
been devoid of any meaning.

Mr. Calovski (the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia): | should just like to repeat that in my
statement, | used the name of my country, which is the
Republic of Macedonia. As | mentioned earlier, Security
Council resolution 817 (1993) does not oblige us not to use
our constitutional name. The situation is clear. If we would
like to complicate it, we can.

The meeting rose at 5.05 p.m.
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