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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m. Assembly proclaimed a week devoted to fostering the
objectives of disarmament. The Assembly urged
Observance of Disarmament Week Governments and non-governmental organizations to make

Disarmament Week the centre-piece of their efforts in order

The Chairman: The First Committee is holding thisto increase public awareness of the dangers of the arms
special meeting in observance of Disarmament Week, whicdice, especially the nuclear arms race, in order to create a
began on 24 October 1995. In so doing we are continuifig@tter climate to sustain progress in disarmament.
a tradition that was established by the General Assembly at
its tenth special session, the first special session devoted to In this context | should like to add that the observance
disarmament. It is a great honour and privilege for me wf Disarmament Week can also play a major role in
preside over this special meeting, the establishment @éveloping a strong public awareness in favour of
which was initially proposed by my own country, Mongoliastrengthening the multilateral bodies which deal with arms
at that special session. limitation and disarmament issues.

| have the pleasure and honour to warmly welcome to | express my fervent hope that the successful
the First Committee on this special occasion His Excellencpnclusion of the 1995 Review and Extension Conference
Mr. Freitas do Amaral, President of the General Assemblgf the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Permit me, Sir, on behalf of the entire membership of thiduclear Weapons (NPT) this year and the indefinite
Committee as well as on my own behalf, to congratulatxtension of the Treaty will help to strengthen its effective
you not only on your election as President of the Generahplementation and speed progress towards the ultimate
Assembly at its fiftieth session but also on your diplomatigoal of the complete elimination of nuclear weapons.
skills and the great effectiveness with which you are
discharging the high responsibilities entrusted to you. This historic decision has, in my view, highlighted the
importance of implementing other follow-up instruments
| also have the distinct honour and pleasure gfertaining to nuclear non-proliferation, such as a
welcoming to the First Committee Mr. Marrack Gouldingcomprehensive test-ban treaty, the cut-off of fissile
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs on this speciahaterials, the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones,
occasion. security assurances to non-nuclear-weapon States, and other
such subjects.
With the indulgence of the Committee | should like to
make a short statement as the presiding officer of this body. In this connection | should like to state that an early
conclusion of an effective and verifiable comprehensive
In the Final Document of the first special session dest-ban treaty by 1996 would be fundamental to real
the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, tlpeogress towards the ultimate goal of complete nuclear
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disarmament and to the security of non-nuclear-weaptimat the Protocol related to land-mines will be further
States. Moreover, the tireless efforts of the Ad Hostrengthened at the reconvened sessions of the Review
Committee of the Conference on Disarmament to negotid@®nference on certain conventional weapons next year.
a non-discriminatory, multilateral and effectively verifiable
treaty prohibiting the production of fissile material is also  Regarding the subject of international arms transfers,
a crucial element in strengthening the cause of nuclesspecially the question of the illicit transfer of conventional
disarmament. arms, | wish to say that there is general agreement among
Member States that the increasing trend towards illicit arms
In view of the considerable difference of opiniortrafficking has a destabilizing impact on international peace
between the nuclear and the non-nuclear States, the issuarad security. Therefore it is imperative, in my view, for the
the peaceful transfer of nuclear technology for peacefiiternational community to explore ways and means,
purposes is another topic that deserves the urgent attentiorough coordinated national and international strategies, to
of the international community, and it is important to makeeverse this trend.
sure that the legitimate requirements for technology transfer
for development purposes should not be overlooked. The issues to which | have just referred in my short
statement are a few major subjects, among other things, that
A joint effort by the international community is alsothe international community has been dealing with over the
warranted in order to find an arrangement to allay theast several years. Of course this does not mean that other
concerns of non-nuclear-weapon States regarding the uséssues of concern are of lesser importance to the world
threat of the use of nuclear weapons. | believe that thezemmunity.
should be no delay in making such assurances, especially to
those States that have pledged fully and unconditionally to | should like to conclude my statement by saying that
renounce the possession and acquisition of nuclear weapahsging this special Week a series of events are being held
I should like to add that such a security assurance may ammund the world with a view to raising, as | said earlier,
help to discourage many non-nuclear-weapon States tha global community’s awareness of disarmament issues.
possess a certain level of nuclear ability from considerifg today’s world of growing interdependence the unique
the development of nuclear technology for other thamle of the United Nations in promoting cooperation to
peaceful purposes. resolve problems is becoming all the more prominent and
all the more important. This is particularly true in the field
The entry into force of the Chemical Weapon®f disarmament.
Convention, along with the Biological Weapons Convention
and the NPT, will certainly complete the triad of global I now call on the President of the General Assembly,
treaties concerning weapons of mass destruction. It is rys Excellency Mr. Freitas do Amaral.
hope that Member States will maintain the momentum
towards the ratification and entry into force of the Chemical  Mr. Freitas do Amaral (President of the General
Weapons Convention at an early date. | also stronghssembly): | should like to being by thanking you, Sir, for
support the efforts under way to improve theour kind remarks and congratulations.
implementation of the Biological Weapons Convention in
the near future. Earlier this week | had the great privilege of presiding
over an unparalleled historic event — a summit meeting of
As members of the Committee are aware, there hawsrld leaders gathered in the General Assembly to render
been encouraging developments over past years whiibmage to the achievements of multilateralism and
demonstrate the interaction between the global and tgbalism embodied in the United Nations. One of the
regional dimensions of arms control and disarmament. themes that echoed throughout the 200 statements made at
this connection the successful conclusion of the meetingthie highest political level was that our Organization is
the Organization of African Unity which approved the finalrreplaceable, although after 50 years it needs strengthening
text of a draft treaty on the denuclearization of Africa is and reform to be ready for the new challenges ahead. The
welcome success that, no doubt, will advance global nornfact that so many Heads of State and Heads of Government
were present at the General Assembly’s commemoration of
The question of the misuse of land-mines is a mattéhne fiftieth anniversary of the Organization’s founding is a
of great humanitarian concern, as land-mines continue tistimony to how the United Nations and its many agencies
inflict terrible suffering upon civilian populations. | hope
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continue to touch the lives of millions of people around thproblems challenging international security. Though the
world. threat of a nuclear conflagration has now receded, nuclear
weapons and other weapons of mass destruction are still
That wide support, expressed at the highest politicalith us. Profound threats and challenges confront us on a
level, should be translated into initiatives and followed bgaily basis: among these are the proliferation of weapons of
practical actions in all domains of endeavour of the Unitemhass destruction; the contamination of the environment
Nations. During the last 50 years the United Nations hd&®m such weapons and their components; and the threats to
always considered disarmament one of its highest prioritiésternational security caused by the smuggling of nuclear
because the Organization was born of the experience of thaterials and the risk of their falling into the hands of
Second World War and in the same year as the first usetefrorists. Those threats demand global cooperation.
nuclear weapons. Since 1945, the United Nations has spared
no effort to give full effect to the relevant provisions of the In May this year, the world was made a safer place by
Charter which call for the establishment and ththe agreement of 175 States to extend indefinitely the
maintenance of international peace and security, with tiieeaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and
least diversion for armaments of the world’s human arttiereby to strengthen the international nuclear
economic resources. non-proliferation regime. Global efforts in this field will
continue in 1997, when the parties will review the operation
At that time, specific responsibilities were conferred oof the Treaty.
the Security Council and the General Assembly in
connection with arms control and disarmament. In  Contributing to this trend, negotiations on a
particular, the General Assembly was empowered by Articcmmprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty are under way in
11 of the Charter to consider principles governin@Geneva. Although active, the pace of these negotiations
disarmament and the regulation of armaments and to makest be accelerated in order to meet the demands of the
entire world community for the long-awaited treaty to be
“recommendations with regard to such principles tooncluded by 1996.
the Members or to the Security Council or to both”.
The entry into force of the Chemical Weapons
In implementing as far as possible that mandate durif@pnvention would enhance security worldwide. It is
the past half-century, the Organization has unremittingtherefore crucial that all States make the utmost effort to
promoted disarmament initiatives, especially through thatify that Convention as soon as possible.
activities of the First Committee of the General Assembly.
The negotiations aimed at establishing a regime for the
Disarmament Week, declared by the first speciaerification of compliance with the Biological
session devoted to disarmament, in 1978, commemorafBacteriological) Weapons Convention are of the greatest
those achievements. | have come to this special meetingjraportance. Their eventual success would reassure
other Presidents have done before me, to underline themankind of the determination of all Governments to
importance that the Assembly attaches to the work donestrengthen the implementation of the permanent ban on
the field of disarmament, and particularly in the Firsthose weapons.
Committee, and to reiterate the importance of promoting
international security and disarmament. While efforts to remove the menace of weapons of
mass destruction must be unrelenting, the international
The focus of disarmament nowadays is multilateral inommunity is still seeking its rightful place in controlling,
nature, more comprehensive in terms of issues, and bo#iducing and eliminating the tools of war that have killed
global and regional in thrust. Progress in disarmament camillions of human beings since the end of the Second
help to create the environment that is essential for tgorld War.
settlement of disputes, peacemaking and peace-building
initiatives, as well as for the promotion of democracy and Just this month the Review Conference on the
the sustainable development of societies. Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons registered a
certain amount of progress in negotiations related to
The work of the representatives of Member States strengthening prohibitions and restrictions on the use of
the First Committee is part of a process that encompassesi-personnel land-mines, booby-traps and other devices. In
multilateral approaches to new as well as unresolvedidition, a very important result was the adoption of an
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additional Protocol to the Convention, on blinding laser  Mr. Goulding (Under-Secretary-General for Political
weapons. The negotiations will resume at the beginning Affairs): | again congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, on your
next year in Geneva, and | fervently hope that they will belection to the chairmanship of this very important
successfully concluded as soon as possible. Land-mines @mammittee. | would like to join you in welcoming the
another threat to economic and social recovery in certatresident of the General Assembly who has miraculously
regions of the globe, and | believe we cannot disregard tfmund time in his very heavy schedule to participate in this
momentum to appeal to those States that have not yet doneeting of the First Committee, which is traditionally
so to become parties to the Convention. devoted to the observance of Disarmament Week. He
honours us with his presence here this morning.
Regional efforts must also be pursued. The
geographical area covered by the existing nuclear-weapon- You, Mr. Chairman, and you, Mr. President, have said
free zones established by the Treaties of Tlatelolco artdhll. Like you, | have in front of me a statement which is
Rarotonga may be extended even further with thetour d’horizon of the achievements in the disarmament
establishment of the African nuclear-weapon-freBeld during the last such meeting of this Committee. | am
zone (Pelindaba). Indeed, one of the highlights of thgoing to repeat what you said. | do not apologize for doing
fiftieth session may be the endorsement by the Genesal because | believe that it is satisfactory to demonstrate
Assembly of the text of the African nuclear-weapon-frethat there is such unanimity on this podium. | addressed the
zone Treaty. First Committee less than two weeks ago. My purpose then
was to describe the Secretary-General’'s vision of the
Though | have only briefly alluded to some of thalirection which this Organization, in his view, should take
many items on the First Committee’s agenda this yearwith regard to the main questions of arms control and
have attempted to focus on those that point out clearly tdéssarmament. | emphasize that Mr. Boutros-Ghali sees those
new and evolving elements in the disarmament agendaméin questions of arms control and disarmament as being
the international community. | am gratified to be able ttinked to the broader concerns of international security and,
reflect for a few moments on those issues at this speckt extension, to economic and social issues.
meeting to mark Disarmament Week 1995. This is a
moment in which to honour the achievements of the United It is not possible, in his view, to address issues of
Nations in disarmament over the last 50 years, the work oénflict without simultaneously addressing their economic
the First Committee of the General Assembly, of otheand social dimensions. In other words, it is necessary to
multilateral bodies and agencies, and of the mangtegrate arms control and disarmament into the broader
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizatiomsorld agenda of peace and development. In the arms
active in the field of disarmament and arms control. control and disarmament field, this implies an advance on
two broad fronts: first, there are the familiar issues related
The lives of people everywhere will be touched dailyto weapons of mass destruction. As you, Mr. President, and
and in a personal way, if the weapons that threaten wsu, Mr. Chairman, have already pointed out this morning,
globally, whether regionally or subregionally, are reducedpnsiderable progress has been made on those issues. The
controlled and eventually eliminated altogether through thikecisions taken at this year's Review and Extension
steady adoption of meaningful measures of arms control a@dnference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
disarmament. Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) have strengthened
the non-proliferation regime. Another step forward within
I encourage all representatives in their work in thithe last few days was the joint announcement by the
First Committee. | thank them for their attention and wisksovernments of France, the United Kingdom and the
the Committee every success during this session. United States that they intend to sign the relevant Protocols
to the Treaty of Rarotonga in the first half of 1996. The
The Chairman: | thank the President of the Generalmpending opening for signature of the African nuclear-
Assembly, His Excellency Mr. Freitas do Amaral, for hisveapon-free zone Treaty, the Pelindaba Treaty, is another
important statement. source of considerable satisfaction.

It is now my pleasure to call on the Under-Secretary- The Secretary-General hopes that this impetus can be
General for Political Affairs, Mr. Marrack Goulding. maintained and that the State Parties to the NPT will
continue to cooperate in pursuit of the ultimate goal of

completely eliminating nuclear weapons. In concrete terms,
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that means concluding quickly the negotiations on @&f an additional Protocol, Protocol IV on blinding laser
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty (CTBT); it means aeapons, was a step forward. It is the first time that certain
energetic effort to negotiate a treaty banning the productioises of a weapons system have been banned before that
of fissile material for weapons purposes; and it means agstem is deployed. This is an important example of
effort to transform unilateral declarations on negativpreventive action in the field of disarmament. It illustrates
security assurances into legally binding treaty obligationghe need to assess constantly the humanitarian implications
as weapons research and testing proceed. Unfortunately,
On chemical weapons, the assessment is somewhat lesgever, the actual problem, the existing problem of land-
positive. It is a matter of great concern to the Secretargrines, remains unresolved. In his message to the CCW
General that the Chemical Weapons Convention still neeRgview Conference, the Secretary-General said that land-
25 more ratifications before it can enter into force. Thahines are in fact a weapon of mass destruction, a slow-
Convention is a model for multilateral efforts in the armsnotion weapon of mass destruction because over a long
control and disarmament field. It establishes comprehensiperiod of time, they kill or maim indiscriminately very large
and unambiguous prohibitions on the possession and the nsenbers of innocent civilians. The Secretary-General also
of a whole category of weapons. It encompasses bdttated in that message that the continuing proliferation of
destruction of stockpiles and a ban on future production.l&tnd-mines and the continued planting of land-mines adds,
foresees an effective verification regime within both civiliaach year, two or more decades to the 1,100 years that will
and military reach, based on the principle of cooperativaready be necessary to clear existing land-mines if we
implementation. Confidence-building measures, bilatereaannot accelerate the current rate of clearance — 1,100
consultations and dispute settlement procedures are walars. So if we are looking for a theme to stress in this
designed to address concerns relating to the implementatisarmament Week in the fiftieth year of the United
of the Convention. | therefore reiterate the urgent appeal Whtions, | would suggest that the theme to stress is the
the Secretary-General that all States that have not signed tingent need to move quickly to a ban on all land-mines and
Convention should sign it and that those that have signedht is an objective to which the Secretary-General has
and have not yet ratified should ratify as soon as possibmmmitted himself.
We have, unfortunately, missed the goal of bringing the
Treaty into force before the end of 1995, but we can still A first step can be taken at the resumed Review
reach the goal of 65 ratifications before the end of 199&onference on the Convention on Certain Conventional
which will enable the Convention to come into force befor@/eapons, which suspended its session on 13 October. It
the end of the fiftieth session of the General Assembly. will resume in Geneva from 15 to 19 January 1996 and
from 22 April to 3 May 1996. | repeat that the Secretary-
Equally important are negotiations aimed aGeneral believes that a major effort should be made to
establishing an effective verification regime for thechieve substantial progress on the land-mine issue at that
Biological Weapons Convention. The current negotiatiomesumed Review Conference.
in the Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts established
for this purpose should be supported with the termination by  There are other areas in which advances can be made
all States with, again, the aim of concluding, if possible, bgn the conventional-weapons front. At the global level,
1996, the task mandated by the Special Conference of #antinued and universal support is necessary for all
Biological Weapons Convention which was held last yeameasures aimed at promoting transparency. Here, of course,
we have in mind especially the United Nations Register of
The second front on which advance is required i8onventional Arms, which is operated by the Centre for
conventional weapons. Those are the weapons that &isarmament Affairs. Considerable progress has been
destabilizing societies and which are killing people evergchieved and something like 90 per cent of the transfers of
day in numbers that make a mockery of the concept ofvgeapons systems in the existing categories are now
new world order. Because they are small and cheap amgborted, but fewer than half of the Member States of this
easy to produce and very, very numerous, they a@rganization send in returns and the remaining 10 per cent
inherently much more difficult to control than weapons obf transfers need to be brought within the transparency
mass destruction and that is reflected in the fact that thesgstem.
is much less progress to report on this second front than on
that of weapons of mass destruction. The adoption in The question of openness and transparency in the field
Vienna by the Review Conference of the States Partiesdb technology transfers should also be pursued with
the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCWgtermination, but with the understanding that it is
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necessary to strike a balance between the need to prewapted thematic approach on disarmament and international
proliferation of weapons and the need to avoid obstructirsgcurity agenda items on Monday, 30 October 1995.
the development process of countries.
As you may recall, | stated at our organizational
Atthe regional level, European countries have acquiredeeting on Thursday, 12 October, that, with the assistance
significant experience in enhancing openness amthd cooperation of the other officers of the Committee and
transparency. The Secretary-General has observed thatttiee Secretariat, | would provide the necessary information
newly emerging cooperative security system in Europe s members of the Committee, well in advance, concerning
the product of forward-looking initiatives that have beeeach subject and the time allotted for its consideration.
sustained and developed for many years through
negotiations based on consensus and cooperation. It is | should like to inform the members of the Committee
desirable that, at the regional level, other regions shoulthat after a series of consultations with individuals and
develop their own confidence- and security-buildingroups of delegations, the officers of the Committee and |
measures fashioned to address the specific problems of dagefully reviewed the issues involved and | am now in a
region concerned. The United Nations Centre fquosition to present to the First Committee, for its
Disarmament Affairs is more than ready to provide advicepnsideration and approval, a structured programme
if so requested, to regional organizations or regional groupsvering the 10 topics listed in resolution 48/87 of
which are considering this possibility. 16 December 1993. The programme for the next phase of
the work of the First Committee, which begins on Monday,
Indeed, important initiatives for security dialogues ar80 October, is shown in the timetable for the structured
being promoted in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Wediscussions which was distributed to the members yesterday.
hope that they can be used in parallel with further
developments at openness and transparency at the global The timetable follows essentially the pattern adopted
level to establish a mutually reinforcing relationshigor this discussion last year. The only change relates to the
between confidence- and security-building measures at fhst two subjects, namely, “International security” and
global and regional levels. “Related matters of disarmament and international security”,
which will be taken up together. One meeting will be
| thank the Chairman and the members of thellocated to them.
Committee for their attention to these remarks. | would like
to end by reassuring you — again assuring you — that my It is my intention, with the concurrence of the
colleagues in the Centre for Disarmament Affairs are at tli@@mmittee, to take these 10 topics, as shown in the
disposal of this First Committee to provide any services attiinetable, one by one in the order shown, beginning with
to give any support that you require. the exchange of views on the first one, “Nuclear weapons”,
on Monday, 30 October. Two meetings will be devoted to
The Chairman: | thank the Secretary-General of thehe exchange of views on the first topic. A sufficient degree
United Nations and the Under-Secretary-General forf flexibility will be maintained, to the extent possible, in
Political Affairs for their presence and participation in thiglealing with these issues in our informal meetings.
special meeting of the Committee and celebration of
Disarmament Week. I should like to suggest that as soon as a given topic
has been considered, the Committee should proceed
We thus close the celebratory part of our meeting. immediately, if time permits, to the consideration of, and
exchange of views on, the next topic. This will certainly
Organization of work enable the Committee to use fully and constructively the
time and conference services available for this phase of its
The Chairman: The members of the Committee arevork.
aware that we were unable to finish our work last night and
they will recall that | said | would like to make a statement  There will not be a list of speakers for the informal
on the programme of work in the days ahead. In accordarsteuctured discussion of specific subjects. Delegations
with the Committee’s programme of work and timetablayishing to participate in the informal exchange of views are
the Committee will proceed to the next phase of our workequested to signify from the floor when they would like to
namely, structured discussion of specific subjects on theake a statement.
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If there are no comments on or objections to the | should therefore like to suggest that the Committee
timetable proposed, | shall take it that the Committegefer the consideration of agenda item 79, namely

wishes to adopt the timetable before it. “Rationalization of the work and reform of the agenda of
the First Committee”. If the Committee concurs in that
It was so decided. suggestion, based on the Bureau’s recommendation, | would

request the Secretariat to revise the Committee’s programme
The Chairman: | should like to inform the Committee of work and timetable, given in document A/C.1/50/2,
that, following extensive consultations with individualaccordingly and to circulate the revision to the Committee
delegations and groups of delegations, the officers of the soon as possible. If | hear no objection, it will be so
Committee have concluded that the Committee’s work hdgcided.
been considerably improved and rationalized in the course
of the past several years. Therefore they believe that there It was so decided.
is no need, this year at least, to discuss further the question
of the rationalization of the work of the Committee. The  The Chairman: | should also like to inform the
Committee could take up the issue of rationalization of itGommittee that the officers of the Committee will submit a
work, if it wishes to do so, next year or on a biennial oshort draft decision under agenda item 79 requesting
triennial basis. inter alia the inclusion of the item entitled “Rationalization
of the work and reform of the agenda of the First
Committee” in the agenda of the fifty-first session of the
General Assembly or of a later session.

The meeting rose at 11 a.m.



