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2
h n £ hairman, Mr uh (R lic_of Korea),
Vice-Chajrman, took the Chair.
The meeting was calle¢ to order at 3,25 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 to 65, 68 and 142; and 67 and 69 (continued)
GEMERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ITEMS

Mr., SINEASENI (Thailand): May i, on behalf of the Thai delegation,
extend to Mr. Elaraby our warmest congratulations on his unanimous election as
Chairman of the First Committee. Our congratulétions go also to the other
cfficers of the Committee. The Chairman's country and my country - Egypt and
Thailand - have long enjoyed close and friendly relations. Having witnessed
the able manner in which Mr. Elaraby has guided our deliberations, we have no
doubt that his diplomatic skills and experience will enable him to guide the
work of the First Committee to a successful conclusion. He can be assured
that he will have my delegatiorn's full support and cooperation.

Thailand joins other members of the General Assembly in welcoming the end
of the cold war. The ideclogical barrier that threatened internaticnal peace
and security has collapsed, while the trend towards dialogue and cooperation
has been enhanced. Disarmament is one field that has certainly benefited from
this new world order. The end of East-West confrontation and ideological
rivalry has made possible unprecedented nuclear-arms reductions - reductions
that were unimaginable just a few years ago. Entire classes of nuclear
weapous have been destroyed, and further reductions a?e contemplated. These
agreements and the reduced tension between the nuclear Powers have effectively
diminished the fossibility of a nuclear conflict - a spectre that has hung

over mankind for the last four decades.
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(Mr. Sivhaseni, Thailand)

Unfortunately, with thé end of ££;‘cold war, new and dangerous challenges
to Qord peace and stability have e@grge@. The breakup of States into
"mini-States"”, the rise of nationa;;sﬁ and the conflicts arising from.ethnic,
cultural and religious rivalries that we are witnessing in the former
Yugoslavia and elsewhere are vivi® examples of the new and dangerous
challenges facing us. Meanwhile, the receant Gulf war-brought home the dangers. -
posed by the proliferatiom of weapons of mass destruction.

In 1992 we witnessed several positive developmeuts in'diSarmamenttgnd4r s
arms control. Of particular importance were measures to cuéﬁ and - reverse the -
nuclear-arms race. We welcome the agreement'reacﬁed betWeen’Presidgnts Bushv
and Yeltsin at their summit meeting in June to rveduce their respective nuclear
arsenals. We hope that further negatiatipns and cooperation will lead“to
further reductions. Also heartening are the announcements by the Russian

Federation, France and the United States regarding moratoriums om nuclear

tests.
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(Mr, Sinhaseni, Thailand)

The proliferation of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass
destruction is an issue of major concern. As a party to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), Thailand welcomes the accession by
France and China to the NPT, which means now all five permanent members of the
Security Council - acknowledged nuclear-weapon States - are now party to the
Treaty. We also welcome the other recent signatories, including Scuth Africa,
as well as the NPT-related safeguard agreements successfully concluded by the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). This augurs well for the Review
Conference of the Parties to the NPT scheduled for 1995, less than three years
away. Thailand joins other countries in expressing the hope that the NPT,
which has beea the main instrument in curbing nuclear proliferation for the
last 25 vears, will be extended. We alsoc hope that due attention will be
given to the issue of security assurances for the non-nuclear-weapon States as
well.

As noted earlier, my delegation welcomes the decision of the Russian
Federation and France to suspend their nuclear-weapon tests in 1992, We also
welcome the recent announcement by the United States of a nine-month
moratorium on nuclear testing and a commitment to achieve a complete ban on
nuclear testing by 1996. As a firm supporter of a comprehensive test ban and
as a sponsor of resolutions 46/28 and 46/29, Thailand joins in expressing the
hope that these moratoriums will continue and that such temporary moratoriums
will be turned into a permanent ban on nuclear testing.

Thailand fully supports the efforts and negotiations currently being
undertaken by the Chairman >f the partial test-ban Treaty Amenément
Conference, Mr. Ali Alatas of Indonesia, and hopes that the current pbsitive
trends will help encourage States to exercise their political will and

contribute to the successful conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban treaty.
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My delegation particularly welcomes the recent successful conclusion of ’
negotiations on the chemical weapons Convention. We wish to congratulate the
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons and in particular its Chairman, .
Ambassador Adolf Ritter von Wagner of Germany, om their dedicated and untiring
efforts. Tribute is also due to Australia for its invaluéble‘contributicn in
preparing the draft texts of the Convention.

Thailand fully supports the draft.anventioh, ard has decided to sponsor
the draft resolution on it.  We hope that it will be endorsed by the General
Assembly during this session. However, we join those who have.stressed the ..
need for non-discriminatory implementation, and the neadfgomensutefconginued
international cooperation, technology transfer and adequaﬁg{pggtectiqn’of
trade secrets, as well as provision for the development, of civilian chemical
industries, particularly in the developiigﬂéountties.%v, .

In maintaining international peace and security,:disgrmamen§'glbne\is not
sufficient. Other complemeatary initiatives are also needed.. Wg}thépefore"
welcome the Secretary-Gemeral's report entitled "An Agenda gogfﬁgaggﬁfr
(As47/277), which recommends constructive proposals on p:eyehtiyg_éig;éﬁachf"
and peace-making.  The Secretary~Gemeral specifically mentions the role of
regional organizations and groups of States in dealing with matters Whiqh’§re
appropriate for regional action. |

In line with the Sec;étagy—Gene:alfs proposal for an incréasé ip'théprglé”
of Treaty-based organizations, the member States of .the.Association of . .. .
South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) have introduced a draft resolution. .
(A/C.1/47/L.24) entitled "Treaty of Amity and'Cooperaﬁion'inisouth—Eést Asia”

under agenda item 62 (b), "Regional confidence-building measures™. We believe
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that the Treaty offers a framework which countries in the region can use as a
means to promote long-term prosperity. It contains pertinent principles which
are worthy of endorsement by the General Assembly. My delegation feels that
this draft resolution is most timely, for it accords not only with the Charter
but also with the Secretary-Genergl’s "Agenda for Peace". Other South-East
Asian nations which have receatly acceded to the Treaty - namely Viet Nam,
Laos and Papua New Guinea - have joined in sponsoring the draft resolution, as
have exactly 100 other Member States. We hope that the draft resolution, will
receive the unanimous support of Member States.

My delegation canrot allow this opportunity to pass without welcéming the
report which the Secretary-General presented to us this morning, entitled "New
dimensions of arms regulation and disarmament in the post-cold-war era"
(A/C.1/47/7). Ve welcome this timely and valuable report. While his previous
report, “Au Agenda for Peace", was welcomed and has gained wide support among
Member States, it has been said that the issue of disarmament was not part of
the Secretary-General's mandate. No mention was made of, or emphasis placed
on, disarmament, which is an issue of vital importance and one in which the
United Nations is heavily involved. While we have not héd time to study the
report in detail, we fully support the Secretary-General's view that conflict
resolution - that is, preventive diplomacy, peacemaking and peace-keeping -
as well as the added chalienge inherent in post—conflict péace;building can be

supported and strengthened by concrete arms regulation and disarmament

measures.*®

*# The Chairman took the Chair.



A/C.1/47/PV,19
9-10

(M. gighgggni.}gggi;gggj :

We fully support the Secretary-General's suggastiqp_that the three
concepts of integration, globalization and revitalization can form the
fouﬂdation of an enhanced international effort in the field of . disarmament and
arms regulation. We fully agres that the timeshas.comeifor‘the practigal
integration of disarmament an" arms regulation issues into the‘broader
structure of the international peace and security agenda.:.ﬂe»nggd to -
globalize the process of arms contrel-asd disarmamenﬁ anﬁ,€q hui1d»upqn and
revitalize past achievements in arms; regulation and reduction.

On the issue of arms transfer and the United Nations: Register of
Conventional Arms, my delegation fully agrees with the SecrgtarY?GEggfai{éhét2~"

"one obstacle that stands in the way of effective—globailgontr@lsiiﬁztﬁe »

difficulty of objectivaly distinquishing’betﬂeen*defensive:an&"’

provocative arms transfers.” (A/cqll47/7; para. 32)
We agree that some mechanism must be found tg reduce both_;he;sqpply?oﬁ,-a#§
the demand‘fo:, advanced weaponry, but in ways that'wauld,naﬁ:ﬁndgfmiﬁg;gﬁél
security of-States that rely on arms imports for 1egi§image_égfegﬁiﬁe;n&eqéw

My delegation commends the'Secretary-Generalufor his timely and e#éelient
report, and hopes that it will be ngen the same qermous consxderatxon by
Member States as :that currently being given'to hls report, "An Agenda for
Peace”.

- In concluding, my delegation hopes that the work 6f ﬁheiCOmmittee.willgbe
marked by a spirit of cooperation and- comprom;se, reflectzng‘tbe new pos;txve |
international political climate and the trend towards: d;alogue and -
cooperation. Again, let me reiterate.my delegation's fullasuppgrt‘and

cooperation.
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Mr. BILOA TANG (Cameroon) (interpretation from Ftench): My
delegation wouléd like first of all to express again to the Goverament of Egypt
and the fraternzal Egyptian people our sincere condolences and warmest sympathy
on the losses and damage caused by the earthquake which recently shook Cairo.

Mr. Chairman, Cameroon and Egypt - your beautiful country - have long had
excellent relations baséd on friendship and cooperation. vThe delegation of
Cameroon is therefore pleased to join in the warm congratulations that have
been extended to you -and the other officers of the Committez oa your
election. There is no doubt. that under your leadership our Committee will be
able to work ever more effec;ively to.strengthen»internationgl peace. and
security. You can count on cur full cooperation in this endeavour.

) With the end of East-West rivalry, the world finds itself at a-
crossroads. In the face of this new situation, there isba certain measure of
agreement as to how the international community perceives. its collective
future. ‘This new tendency :0 take a global view of our affairs gives rise to
hopes which, regrettably, are often frustrated by events in the world which
pose threats to inte;national-peace and security. To the hotbeds of tension
resulting from the cold war have been added~conf1icts»of a new kind resulting
from the resurgence of nétionalism and from. ethnic and religious factors.,

As the Secretary-General underlined in his report on the work of the -
Organization (A/47/1), and as the Heads of'State_and quernmént-emphasized at
the .last sumhit meetiné cf the Movement of Noﬁ-aligned Countries at Jakarta,v
all of’these.developments~that threaten intermnational peace and security
consume- the energies of the international community to the detriment of

high-priority tasks such as developmeat and protection of the enviroament,

I
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Agenda . for Peace" - (Al47/271) and once- aga:n 1nv1te the developed ccuntrxes to ;aﬁw~l |

honour -the commitments. they have undertaken towatds the ﬁevelopxng:count’zeﬁﬁ;;f_;

-The military dimension: of in? ernat;onal peace»and secu:lt~ also eservesmr"

to recezvc"owwffull-attenaxon. The szgnxf;cang advancee maﬁe 1n the £i el% of*ﬁ“ 2
7‘\ AN

d;sarmament sxnce che end o East—West r;valry deserve to be acknowledged and; S

encouraged.: 81nce last yea.. 1n fact, progress made ln,the f;eld of

disarmament has. been teflected in the Wash;nghon.agreement hetween,Presadentsij

Bush and Yelts:n on . substantxal zeduct;ons in- the;r armaaents,; My delegatxcnj-

encourages and invites the two. sxdes fo pursue the;r bzlateral negotlatlons

with.a view ko @aking;evengmore;fa:g:each;ng;redqctqusiga;ghe;elzeahle o
arsenals which they still.have ':i?"il};?ﬁﬁ»‘.]:; L . i

.In’aéditicn;;themmoratariumMOnwnuclear,testsﬂdecfeed»un atefa'

France, . the Russian . Eedetatxon. Chzna and the Un;ted States oﬁ Amerlca<should
bhe extended«xndefzn;tely. To thxs end. the Ad Hcc Commxttee on a NuclearaTest
. Ban - should‘bexreaestablished.thhen the;Conference-cn starmamept agdgehqulﬁ .f'::

be gzven a; mandata to: bt;ng to conclusxon A hteaty bannang»

f'clearﬁteet '(»iﬁfbi

react;vat;on,of thzs Ad Hoc Comm;ttee encounters d;ffzcultzes, the Amendment

Conference on-a part1a1 test-han Tteaty shoulﬂ be\cenvened;;¢: ;fg;3‘5

France and Ch;na‘- twu of - the petmanent'members of the Securxty Councxc -
recently acceded -to the Treaty on the Non-Prol;feratlon of Nuclear Weapons

(NPT), Cameroon welcomes thxs actxon, and 1nv1tes those States that have ;y_:fffﬁ'
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not yet done so tb accede to the Treaty in order to bring it nearer to
universality. Furthermore, Camercon welcomed the accession of South Africa to
the NPT. It is our hope that this country will strictly implement the
safeguard agreement it Signed with the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) in order to facilitate the implementation of the Declaration on the
Dénuclearization of Africa.

The Preparatory Committee for the Review Conference on the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons will begin its work im 1993. Cameroonm,
which supported the convening of the Conference, hopes that the Fifth Review
Conference of States Parties to the NPT, to be held in 1995, will result in
its extension for an indefinite pericd. The Second Review Conference oa the
Convention on the Prohibition of Miiitaty or Any Other Hostile Use of
Environmental Modification Techniques was recently held at Gemeva. Cameroon
hopes that all countries will accede to this Convention and will strictly
implement its provisions.

After manYIYears of arduous negotiations, the Conference on Disarmament
has finally completed ﬁhe araft Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production, Stackpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their
Destruction. We welcome the conclusion of this Convention, and we' are
prepared to accede to it,

"At its substantive session in 1992, the‘Disarmémept’Commissidn ddopted by
consensus the guidelines and recommehdatidps on objective information on -
military questions. My country hopes that implementation by all States of

these guidelines and recommendations will have the effect of strengthening
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transparency. and thereby encouragxng, the 11m1tatxon of armamenhs, and
disarmament. The other items on the agenda of the Disarmament Commxss;on ,
shouid be brought teo a satisfactory conclusic# iff;ll‘delegatiqns show the
same political will. This ﬁoula apply to the items relating to the role of
science and tgchnology in the context of internatibnal‘secu;ity; dis;:mamgn;
and related areas, to the’regionalrapproach.to di;arﬁamgnt in the coﬁgpxtlpf.
globhal security, and.;o‘nuclga; disa:mamegt..<Conside;ption of all these
questions,»whic§kage of concern to the international community as a whgle; .
witpin the Disarmarient Commission‘should inspire the work of £pé1Confgr¢ncg;§n'
Disarmament and should work in favour of incregsing the memhggship»bf’;hev
Conference. R : . »  7 f,: ‘ "??éi ﬁ; f;ui;v,..

The murderous conflicts which are rocking some ;eéiops of~£hg ﬁorlq,‘in;
particular the‘GulfAconflicg_oﬁ;lséﬁ, have demonstratedvthatithe'exggssiyé 5 -
build-up of conventional armameits constitutes a threat to iptern;t;onalfﬁﬁécéj'i:%
and security. The United Nations Register of Conventionél ArmsAis a timely. |
initiative. We hope that it will have the effect of limiting the »
proliferation of weapons. We would have hoped,ﬁhowever,,tﬁa§ this‘Regiétei
would encompass not only the transfer of»convenﬁional weapons but a150 any$’
weapon of mass destruction and informétion,concerning the-militafj,éérén§§ﬁ§ 
of States.and their pu:chases related to nai:.‘i'.cmal'prc:dm:yt‘i-em.‘;,;".»rll'aezse:'f_—?f,;)‘z:‘t:i'.é:?_k"‘‘j
made so far in the field of disarmament deserveat§rbe,enCOu:agedtaaltﬁoﬁgh thg o
objective of a world free of all weapons of-mass.destfuctién_is:s;ill;farﬂf:§ﬁ’;
being achieved,. |

We_ therefore invite all the nuclear Powers.and countries paaSessipg‘and;
exporting weapons of mass destr#ction.,hot'only to implement thevégfeéﬁents ”>7

¢

that are already in force in the field of disarmament, but aléo) and above
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all, to display a genuine political will by removing major obstacles that
stand in the way of achieving that objective.

Since the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly. sigﬁificant
progress has been recorded in regional disarmaiment. The contribution made by
the latter to global.disarmament and the effects of disarmament on development
have been established and reaffirmed by various relevant resolutions of the
General Assembly. We must recall that confidence-building measures are the
foundation of regional disarmament and that without them any regional policy
in this area would be doomed to fail. It is in this context that grohps are
being formed in mény regions of the world - due acéount being taken of the
specific features of each region - to work towards regional disarmament by
adopting apptopriate'éonfidenceebuilding measures. These measures, mbréover,
-meet the concerns expressed by the Secretary-Géneral in his report entitled

“An Agenda for Peace".
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Convinced that the United Nations provides the proper framework for the
achievement of collective security, the 11 States members of the Economic
Community of Central African States -~ Angola, Burundi, Cameroon, Central
African Republic, Chad, Congo, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Rwanda, Sac Tome and
Principe and Zaire - have been engaged for several years, under United Nations
auspices, in an in-depth examination of confidence-building, security and
development in their subregion.

That joint undertaking led to the conszensus adoption of General Assembly
resolution 46/37 B of 6 December 1991 on regional confidence-building
measures. In that resolution, while welcoming the initiative taken by our
11 States, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to continue
providing assistance by, in particular, establishing under United Nationms
auspices a standing advisory committee on security questions in Central Africa.

I am pleased to say that the Secretary-General has carried out his
mandate. I take this opportunity to express to him, on behalf of the
11 States members of the Economic Community of Central African States, our
heartfelt gratitude, On 28 May 1992 the Secretary-General announced the
creation of the Standing Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Central
Africa and appointed a permanent Secretary. An organizational meeting of the
Standing Advisory Committee was held from 27 to 31 July 1992 in Yaoundé,
Cameroon, under the auspices of the United Nations. At that meeting the
Secretary-General was represented by Mr. Provoslav Davinic, Director of the
Office for Disarmament Affairs, to whom we express our appreciation and
gratitude for his dynamic contribution to its success,

That meeting led to the adoption of a programme of work including a
series of confidence-building measures, which are set out in the

Secretary-General's report to the General Assembly on this subject
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(A747/511). Among them are: conclusion of a subregional non-aggression pact;
elaboration of specific measures for promoting agreement on a balanced and
gradual reduction of the military forces, equipment and budgets of the States
of the subregion; agreement on the part of all States in the subregion not to
produce, acquire or transfer weapons of mass destruction, such as nuclear,
chemical and biological weapons; adherence by all! States of the subregibn to
international legal instruments on arms limitations and disarmament; training,
at the subregional level, in the management of emergency humanitarian
assistance operations; streangthening and consolidation of the democratization
process and promotion of respect for human rights in the subregion; creation
of demilitarized zomes and zones of peace in the subregion; assistance in
connection with the restructuring of armies and redeployment of the military:
establishment of a subregional centre for the training of peace-keeping
personnel; and development of cooperation with training institutions
specializing in the field of conflict prevention and the managemeht of
peace-keeping operations.

The States of Central Africa are convinced that those confidehce;building
measures can lead to a climate of peace and security favourable to economic
and social development in their subregion. In that connection, they call upon
the United Nations to provide, as it has in the past, the assistance necessary
for the impleﬁentation of those confidence-building measures. That is the
purpose of draft resolution A/C.1/47/L.2, now before the Committee, submitted
by the 11 States Members of the Economic Community of Central) African States.
We wish to thank all delegations in advance for their support for this
importanf draft resolution.

If it is to succeed, the initiative taken by the States of Central Africa

will require the cooperation of all., The contribution of States and of
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governmental and non-governmental organizations with experience in confuict
prevention, peacemaking and peace-keeping eill be welcomed in our subregion.

Mr. MUTHANA (Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic)z I should like at
the outset to extend to you, Mr. Chairman, and through you to the people of
Egypt, our condolences and sympathy over the loss of life caused by tha '
earthquake that rocked Cairo. We hops that God will spare Egypt further
calamities. » | . "

On behalf of the delegation of Yemen I should also liie to congratulate
you on your election to the chairmanship of the F;rst Commlttee. wn}atee
confident that your experzence in the dxsarmamnnt f;eld and your high
diplomatic skills and personal qualities wxll.enable ycu to»guzde the work of
the Fiist Committee to a successful conclusion.;'I am also pleased to
congratulate the other officers of the Commxttee and to express our
appreciation to the Comm;ttee s Secretary and the other members of the
Secretariat. I should lxke to assure them all of our cooperatzon ;n )
facilitating the:r performance of their tasks.

We are also pleased to welcome the new members that are part:c;pat;ng for
the fxtst time in the work of the First Commxttee. | .

Our discussion of mtems relat:ng to d;sarmament and natxonal security atrj
thxs session 1s bezng held in the context of developments that have taken
place in the aftermath of the end of the cold war. Those developments havev ;;(
doubled the internatxonal COori... a:ty s respons;bal;ty of f;nd;ng Joznt,’ .
appropr;ate and effectxve approaches in address;ng d;sarmament 1ssues and tne :
questzons of xnternatzonal seeuraty in 11ne thh thh the prxnczples and :t o

objectives of the United Nations Charter, which is the fundamental framewort

% Mr. Suh (Republic of Korea), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair.

K%
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for the regulation of international relations in a manner'that fosters
international peace and security. N ‘ 7

The end of the cold war and the current ﬂg;gntg in international
relations have created a new international environment that affords a greater
opportunity to enhance the role perf ormed by the United Nations. its -
specialized agencies and regional organizations in the settlement of disputes “
hetween States hy peaceful means, through dialogue, under the rule of R
international law. In that connection, we welcome once again the ongoing
discussion of the Secretary-General's proposed Agenda for Peaceo we hope that
we will all deal wzth it seriously, for the cause of peace is of interest to |
all peoples and nations of the uorld. o | o |

It is gratifying that this session is being held at a time when concrete
progress is gradually heing made towards disarmament.ﬂ ﬂe look forward to '
achieving the ultimate goal of general and complete disarmament. In that
conrection we welcome the announcement last June at the summit meeting hetween
the United States of America and the Russzan Federation, which has led to o
further reductions in stockpiles of strategic weapons. we also uelcome the
accesszon by France and China to the Treaty on the Ron-Proliferation of S
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and the endorsement hy the Democraticvéeople 's Republic
of Korea of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IABA) safeguards. we JOOR.

..,.‘:‘..,‘

forward to the extenszon Conference of the Non-Proliferation Treaty to be held

in 1995, in the hope that the Conference w;ll help in making all tho States in

the wnrld parties to the Treaty and thereby hring ahout the total universality

vof the NPT
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We are hopeful that through that Conference a s;ncere«comm:tmantttﬁaﬁkaé tiﬂh

Treaty will be reaffirmed by all of us without exceptxon with regaxd to ﬁéaf’
complete nuclear disarmament, and that there will also be credible*secu&iﬁ?ﬁ&gaz
guarantees for all, espec:ally‘for non»nuclear-weapon States. .

The situation of confrontatioa that ex:sted for. about four: ﬁ%cadesxhaébﬁwﬂ?
diverted cons;derable resources to the m111tary expendxtures that resuate&

from confrontation and r;va1ry between the—two blocs at that tlme.. Toﬂay,

after the achievement of real progress in the f;eld.of 1nternataonal reﬂﬂtﬁ@usv;
with the end of that confrontatxon and competxt;on, we hope that 1n the agar:
future we shall see these resources be;ng channelled to peaceful putposes and

see more efforts belng deployed to faczlxtate the trans;t;on to a c;vzlaan T

ecanomy that will ensure prosperity fct all human;ty.: )~‘ ::,.§1;1.:¢£ing;

We w;sh to join others in welcomxng the voluntaryrmoratorxum on nuclear o
tests and the progress;ve reduct;em of suth tests declared by the Russxan L
Federat;on, France and the:United:States of Amerxcab CWe hope that the other:ﬁ
nuclear States w;ll follow their example as a flrst step towards the<xit’ﬂ;;z,ii
achlevement of the. complete cessation - of a1l nuclear tests.: :1f :ﬁ“iF;Aitf_;:{u

The dlsarmament process’ requlres, in addxt;on to unxlateral lnxtzatxvesm;,;f BRE
and b;latecal negotzatlons, eollectxve efforts thh the full part;c;pat;on of :‘

all States on a basis.of eqxalaty. ',i ?f : 'V"v ) ,j i”,iij_ :é’fl‘_[gf "f':ﬁ:anff

~

Wh;le we- emphasxze the 1mportance of dzsazmament on.. the ;nternat;onal
level we are- of the view that efforts anﬂ proposals relat;ng;to regxonal

dxsarmament couid: form part}of _the overall 1nternat10na1 effbrt and should not

‘be pursued Separately.:VOnathatzbasis,5weﬂsupport‘a;lVefforts;andaproposals~:{f:d N
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designed to achieve regional disarmament, hecause they could lead te the
reduction of tension and contribute to confidence-building between the parties -
concerned.

It is impértant here to stress the need to take into account the
particular characteristics of each regiocn as this will help guarantee the:
collective security of all the States concerned in a satisfactory and just
manner. In addition, there is the need to integrate the regional and global
approaches to disarmament in order to ensure the consolidation of peace and
security on the internationalhand regional levels,

The continued focus on the elimination of weapons of mass destruction -
should be accompanied by an increased focus on reducing the volume of the
conventional weapons that are being stockpiled in huge quantities. The:
threats those weapons pose to international peace and security are not less
serioqs than those posed by weapons of mass destruction. While conceding the
legitimate right of every State to self-defence, we are of the opinioa that
the maintenance of armed forces at a level that exceeds genuine security
requirements makes it illogical to- accept that such forces and weapons will be
used in self-defence or for the preservation of peace.

Here we wish to reiterate that we in Yemen do not manufacture weapons.

We hope that other States will limit the development and production of
conventional weapons. Proceeding from this, my country supéorted last year
the resolution on the Register of Conventional Arms. We have studied. the
Secretary-General's report sn this matter, but wish to state once again that
our support for the setting up of the Register princiéally stems from our
desire that the Register should be universal in character and comprehensive

and non-discriminatory in scope. By this we mean that it should cover all
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aspects of production, deVelbpment,'stockpilingfand.proliféta&iéh a@dﬁthérahj,; B
achieve the real universality anﬂ,effeCtiveneSS,we wish fo;iitc o

We in Yemen, have a special interest in ensuring the_prevaiégcg of peace .
in our region and iﬁ-maintainin§:friendlyirelatioﬁs with;néighhouringLStagés,
This is the posture adopted and declared by the Republic of Yeménkin,thé.very
first statement of its Govermment after . the unificaﬁibn'of”the two;pé:§s;ofj;y:
Yemen on 22 May 1990 and to which we afe.éommittéd~in:wﬁrdgandfdged;wﬁtﬁiig,;*f S
regard to the settlement of*border%disputesawiﬁh oﬁfﬁheighbeurs;’,The;boiﬁg?a:;v
agreement we have'cdncludedfwith the.éultanatg of Oman“is”a;tangiblélgxampléF:~‘:
of our commitment to friendly.understaﬁdipg-and~peacefu1’dialoguefwith;giview,\i
to preserving the rights of all and ensuring for the;reQiQn~increasédASecy;gny,,
and prosperity. This demon#trates:!emen's'keen;desi:e“toxgchievg%gndgqu;e;;ng‘— %
security and cocperation. - - |

We hope that the talks now under waynohuthezissue,of bordets,§ithq$andi
Arabia will lead to an' agreement that would guarantee,tﬁe 1ega1 and histp:iqgli"
rights of both parties. ~ . v -7 *: |

" The delegation of Yemen joins Ehose.whofquke;beforg;and;ﬁelcbmeﬂ;the‘v' Co
Draft Convention on the Prohibition of the-bevelppment,‘Egoduction,wg;,f~
Stockpiling- and Useﬁof'Chemical.Wéapons\and~on'thei; Destruction{;lIhi§\ﬂiaft; 
Convention  -crowns the  success of multf?utefalu#eéotiaéionsyagdwéifortg;jggghgi 
area ofndisa:mament.- - P S e R -

We<arexalso‘pIEased.tO'joinﬁother~d§1egatiqﬁs in}:hagking~;*5fuf§
Ambassador Ritter von Wagner of Germany who éhai:ed the Cﬁemicéléwégpdns;if -
Committee in the Conference on Disarmament. The draft cpnvghtion is;énv

important step in the framework of the multilateral endeavours “in theffield.ofjg
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disarmament. It will lead to the banning of a complete category of weapons of
mass destruction under effective and authentic international supervision and
monitoring.

In this connection, we wholeheartedly support the views voiced by
Ambassador Amin Kherbi of Algeria in his statement before this Committee last
week to the effect that it is ethically unjust and politically undesirable for
the achievement of the universality of the Convention, which in itself is a
laudable goal, to lead to the perpetuation or the worsening of gualitative and
quantitative imbalances in the capabilities of States and that this is
especially true of the Middle East region where the Israeli nuclear threat
weighs heavily as Israel is the only State in the region that possesses
nuclear capabilities and whose nuclear facilities are not subject to the
supervision of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Discussion of issues of disarmament. is still subject to the priorities
determined by the Final Document of the first special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament. The highest priority is nuclear disarmament
as nuclear weapons threaten humanity as a whole. Proceeding from this, and
taking into account the fact that the Middle East region still lives under the
threat of Israel's possession of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass
destruction, we believe that any proposals for disarmament on the regional.
level in our region should take into account the security of all the States
and peoples of the region at a minimal level of armament and in a manner that

guarantees balance.
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This makes it necessary ior the international community to pressure Israel to
end its gross recalecitrance and defiance of the interaational cbmﬁunity and
force it to place its nuclear facllxtles under the safeguards regxme of the
JAEA in the interests of peace and securlty in our reqaon._-

Our country is located at the southera‘ent;ance to the Red‘Sea: hxaea
strait of_Bab~a1;Mandab is part of our territorial waters and is an impééﬁaﬁt
part of the Indian Ocean. Hence Yemen's 1nterest in the ;mplementatxon of the
1971 Declaration on mak;ng the Indian Ocean a nuclear—&eapon—free zone,eaazene’
free from any military presence that may Jeopardlae peace and securxty aa‘the :
region. In order to achxeve this goal, the Colombo conference on the Ind;an
Ocean should be cenvened. In order to get to tpat s;age. the‘pe?maaentv :
members of the Security Council and the major mazeeiﬁe‘usere of tae In&iap
Ocean should reconsider their partieipation in the preceedings-of the:Ad ﬁeg
Committee ia a spirit of respomsibility. | | -

In this connect1on, we support the strengthenmng of the Comm;ttee s‘
mandate provided that its work in future should be connected thh ;ts task asr
specified in the 1971 Declaration. | » | >‘

Mr. NANDQE (Suriname): My delegation wishes tokceng:a;aiate you,
8ir, on your election to the.chairmanship of this Committee. !ou are a"
well—knowm scholax in the f;eld of international law, and under your able
leadership the outcome of the work of thxs Commlttee w111 certaznly be a
success. B
By the same token, weleongratuiate the c;he% membe;a of ;he‘pureaabqn
their election. | | | : | S
Our appeeciatian goes‘also to your‘predecessor; Ambaaeador Robereiﬁreaieeicz,

for his excellent work.
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Disarmament and international security items have many aspects and
implications in our turbulent world. As some representatives have stated, the
new international security environment has brought about not only hope and
optimism but also apprehension and uncertainty.

The end of the cold war has enabled the major Powers to take some
decisive initiatives to curb and reverse the nuclear-arms race and has paved
the way for facilitating other disarmament efforts. However, in our
ever-changing world, peace and security are still elusive, since parts of the
world still face other types of threats and insecurity.

To our dismay, we have witnessed an upsurge of ethnic hatred, cultural
strife and other forms of intolerance, and we are appalled by the blatant
disregard for humanitarian principles.

Despite the international norms and principles that have been adopted,
the shadow of conflict and suffering remains. Existing conflicts have a
primarily regional character, but they can easily become global.

The Organization must continue to encourage States to adhere to the
Charter, to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to other relevant
international instruments, such as those on international humanitarian law,
since they are the best means for protecting and promoting human rights.

Regional conflicts show that the concept of international security cannot
be considered only in military terms. A vast array of non-military threats
exist in different forms, such as underdevelopment and uncertain prospects for
economic growth, This trend underlines the perception that disarmament and
development are interrelated and that efforts should continue to reduce

defence spending in favour of development projects.
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Global as well as regional tasks have given thé_ﬂrgapization_@h 
important, essential and constructive_role to play in_the maintenance of
international peace and security. - |

It is this context that the international community syquld‘bq;
congratulated on the draft text of the Convention on chemical weapons. This
draft international Treaty, which wasunegotigteé oveg‘twp decadgs in the
Conference on Disarmament in Geneva, is a historic document and a_milestogg in-
disarmament efforts. It.is a global,.comprepens;ve_and,yegifi;b;eLConv9n£i9n
banning a whole cateqory of weapons.ofngass‘dgst;uction;

As the United States representative séid\earlie:,,tbosg whg:cqnt:ibutedv‘ 7 .
to the negotiations deserve praisefand app:ecia;ion‘for;thei; ;rem§nd9us:7‘ |
achievements. |

The threat. of the spread of nuqlggt,weapqnsltypoughqg;'the;vprIdAhés‘j
displaced the fear of super-Power nuclear conflicts on t??;in§§233F59‘§;:7,'
agenda. In 1968, when the an-P;qlif&ragion;Trg;tg,{ﬂ?i)‘v@;vségygé,;the;g-
were only five nuclear-weapoun States. Today we face a @?ife?QQF,WQ?%¢i b“t
the NPT remains the centerpiece oﬁ_effgrtsigc hait the SB?§§d¢Q£¢3?¢;9§f B
weapons, Nuclear weapons have proliferated enoxmopsly.b This prp;ifg:atign_‘
took place despite the faqt,that thé NPT xequites_nonfguglea:—weééogf‘;j
signatories to forgo nuclear-weapoxns cépability, not to tragsfgr crv£eceivej1,
nuclear-related technology and to submit facilities tbu;ﬁﬂAusafggﬁafaS?&i:%,f_¢¥

In exchange, nncleat-yeapon States agpegdv;o ¢9°é¢rakeeih.§#pplyinq,
nuclear technology for pgaceful purposes gndkgg pegqtiate_gg'étgs cqngrol;n‘ég :31
long as the proliferation qf,nuclga: weap@ns’ccn;#quesﬁmiq‘w§;§ ggﬁéiglaﬂﬁgior ;1,,-.

threat to global security and stability.
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As a party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, we
therefore urge that, in the multilateral context, priority be given to address
the prevention of nuclear proliferation. In that respect, we look forward to
the conference in 1095 - as called for in article 10, paragraph 2, of the
Treaty - to review the Treaty and to decide on its extension.

Having stressed the dangers related to the proliferation of nuclear
weapons, we would be remiss if we did not urge that existing weapons of mass
destruction be totally eliminated. We therefore welcome the far-reaching
reductions in strategic arms announced by Presidents Bush and Yeltsin in
June 1992 and the French moratorium on nuclear testing,

In that sphero, the Latin American and Caribbean region has also achieved
some positive results with the Treaty of Tlatelolco. Of the 33 Member States
in our regior, 24 are parties to that Treaty. In addition, the five states
possessing>nuc1ear weapons have, under Protocol II, undertaken the task of
respecting the statutes on the denuclearization of Latin America and the
Caribbean in respect of warlike purposes. They have also undertaken not éo

use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against parties to the Treaty.
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As the Permanent Representative of Brazil said in his statament,

"Additional Protocol I to the Treaty oéywlateloico has now been ratified

by all extra-continental or continental States.having de facto or de jure

international responsibility for téirithfies situated ia the zone of
application of the ireaty." (AL£;1421122;§‘_34_§3)

Our region can be proud of its achievements, particularly in the £ield of
non-proliferétion of wéapons Of mass destruction. The aéhiévementS‘relahed to
the Treaty bf Tlateiolco are to a large exﬁent attributable to Mexico, and it
is therefore fitting to eipress'our appréciatian for that country's ‘
contributions. Ky deiegation weléomes thisTdévelopmant and looks forward to
the moment when -our région becomes the first fully nuclear-weapon-free zone gf
peace.

~ In the past ﬁuéh:attentibn was concentrated on the néed to halt the
nuclear-arms‘réée.Twhile the transfer of éonventional‘wéépﬁhs continued
unabated.‘ Thebreientléés acépmulatioﬁ'of armamehts(has not contributed to fhé'r
secdrity‘and stability of-mahy States. -In'this‘contengmy”aelégation attachés
great significance to the establishment of the‘internatioﬁaliﬁegisﬁe:fbf:br
Conventional Arms. 1In the report of the Seérétéiy46eietailbn this matté;_it
is stated that the successfu1:d§§éinpment'and'opéraéibn of'fheinegister;cﬁﬁld'
be effective in the field of disarmament. | |

Accordingly, if the Register is faiilY’aﬁpliéd:énd worked out in comcert

by arms suppliers and feéipieﬁtsiaiiié,:ié ;Bui§;§3§£érzinéiiﬁﬁié;tﬁatrié'

conducive to vbiuﬁtary'fééttéinf and ﬁofe'réSpﬁﬁsiBié Eéhéﬁibhiixywé'éﬁéiefﬁre;
hope that the resource implicatiens fbr”tﬁe'maiﬁtéhéﬁée of théﬂkggiétéf;fwhiéhf
is:éstiﬁated'éﬁFé:éétal of£$22§;006'éefyyeér) wi1i“héﬁfbe’auéicblem."Wé\uéééﬂ'
Member States to provide all the information mecessary for thé"'time:ty and

effective functioning of the Register.
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Openness and transparency are crucially important as part of the process
of building confidence. We hope that the establishment of the Register will
contribute to confidence-building among States and be helpful in alerting the
international community to excessive accumulations of armaments.

The CHAIRMAN: I now call on the representacive of the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

ML;_EﬁhE (Internaticnal Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)):
International humanitarian law prohibits the use of means or methods of
warfare that are indiscriminate or cause excessive injury, and the
Internaticnal Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has the mandate to work for
the faithful application of this law and to prepare suitable §evelopments.

The ICRC has taken a number of initiatives in the past to develop treaties
that implement the basic rules of in;ernational humanitarianklaw and has also
taken steps to encourage a better application of them. One of these
initiatives was the appeal made by the ICRC to Governments and to the League
>f Nations to take action to prohibit the use of chemical weapons, and this
contributed to the adoption of the 1925 Geneva Protocol. We are therefore
very pleased that States>have dgcided to pursue more Vigorously the goal of
the tptal ron-use of these weapons by also prohibiting their manufacture and
stockpiling. It is certainly a great achievement that this treaty, which(has
been so,ca;efully_negotiated for this purpose, is now near adoption..

Another impprtagt initiativgtof the InternationalrCommittee‘oi the Red
Cross was tp,convene.a,confergpce of gpvernmental experts to study the_
possibili;y of a treaty regqlatipg cerpain_wgapops which could’be considered
excessively injurious or having‘indigc:iminate effectS{ Those%experts met in

Switzerland in 1974 and 1976, and the result of their work was used as a basis
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for the United Nations Conference that adepted that weapons Convention &n iy
1980. Given the important role that our institution played in the initial
preparation of the Convention and in view of the mandate of the.ICRC;in~
general, we take a particular interest in the extsnt to which. this Convention
is being adhered to and its provisiomns applied in practice.

Perhaps the most pertinent of the 00§vention!s Protocols, in the:light of .
the situation we face today, is the second one, regulating the use of mines, . .
booby-traps and other devices. Given the greater awaremess that exists today
of the immense problems created by the use. of land-mines, in>particﬁlarlf o
anti—personnelvland-mines; it is worth while to recall that this Protogol ’ S
provides éomehimportént basic restrictions on their ﬁse.‘fFirstaaf all, it
reaffirms the basic rules of international humanitarian law by outléwiﬁg the l“
indiscriminate use of mines. It thﬁs~provides that they may be dirécﬁed.cnly
at military targets and that all feasiblecprecauﬁioﬁs atgﬁt§~hegtéken'£o .
protect civilians. There are further specifiec restrictiéns.on the use of °
remotely delivered mines, which may not-he»used»uniess thei;alpcgtiop}is ;;;;M
accurately récorded or unless they are.fitted—with‘an'effeétive nehﬁgaiizingﬁﬂ;';
mechanism. ~The Comvention also requires that parties tecbtd”all;preepianngdi‘;v
minefields and endeavour to ensure the recording of all‘otﬁefs.;-Ehéxe.is a1sow
a provision requiring parties to try to take thé.necessary measu?e$a£d¥§embve 
minefields or otherwise rendér*them harmless»aftér‘the;ehd of 595t51ities.; N

Unfortunately, as we know only too well, thefactual‘usevof mihes t§hd§:;§‘
reflect anything but conformity with these rules. We havg‘seeh su¢hL§fx_Ev, 
massive, indiscriminate use of mines tha;-therévéte'noqjﬁillionsléf’tﬁém"}2;f',
strewn around countries that have been involved: in armed cdﬁf;ié:éé\f?ﬁgSé 7ﬁ¢ 
mines, and those who have been responsible for tﬁeirgdePldyme@t,JﬁaVe”ﬁiihdiy;¥ ‘ 1

L
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killed or injured countless innocent victims, often children, and they
continue to do so after the conflicts are over. Huge expanses of land are now
uncultivable, preventing people from returning to their homes. The full
extent of this scourge has become appareat in countries where mine-clearance
teams are row facing an unbelievably slow and dangerous task. The experience
of these teams shows that it takes years to'clear even small areas, and
casualties zmong mine-clearance teams are frighteningly high.

We need_to ask ocurselves why such a situation has arisem in order to work
out the steps that absolutely need to be taken to prevent.its worsening.

Apart frcm the obviously indiscriminate use of these mines, the easy -
availability and relative cheapness of these weapons has clearly enabled their
incredibly widespread use. The fact that the vast majority of these mines are
not fitted with neutralizing or self-destruct mechanisms means that . they
continue to be dangerous long after the military purpose for which they were
laid has expired. Finally, mine-clearing has become incredibly difficult
because mines are increasingly manrufactured so as to be undetectable. - Unless
urgent and effective action is taken to deal with this situation, it will only
worsen, because aven more of these devices will be laid in the same fashion in
future conflicts.

At present only 32 States are Partios to the 1980 Convention - a truly
disappoihéing‘rateTOf participation. Yet the present catastrophe caused by
the indiscriminate use of mines proves just how relevant and important the
provisions of this Coavention ate, - States must now, as a matter- of -urgency,
indicate their concern by ratifying the Convention themselves and by actiyely
encouraging its universal ratification. JThey must also,.of course,.take the.
necessary steps to’sée to. it that.its provisions are taught to the armed . . .

forces so that the rules may be effectively carried out.
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Thought should be given also to an appropriate ‘strengthening of'theg_

Convention. This could be undertaken during a revision'confereﬂce; which is
ptovided for in the Convention. Thus measures to*secureﬁimpiepentation of the
Convention's provisions - including,‘perhaps,~§erificéti0n - could usefully be
considered. o S T e PR . 74;:':ifk"

The Convention also foresees the possible adoption,offa&ditionaiiA .
Protocols to emsure that the development and‘use‘bf-new'weapon§nwii1§¢onfotm; '
with the bésiC‘principles'of.internatibnal”hﬁmanitarian law and with the?V 
humanitarian needs of society. ‘Thé\IgternatibnaI:Commitﬁee of~tﬁé,Red:¢ross
continues to keep itsélf‘infbimed'on Suqthévelbpmenﬁs;"Iﬁithiﬁj;enhéetibh¥$¥»%%%%
should like to mention that the ICRC will be-pamnﬁﬁ:; lin one volume the-four
reports of the meetings of experts on blinding,laserfﬁéapons:anﬂ‘thét:this*ﬁ
publication will be aVailahie.’in‘English;iFrénChiénd spaﬁish,5ét:the -
beginning of 1993. ” | |

Finally, serious thought should be given to thélappiicébilitY'éf tﬁé,!"'
rules laid dbwn‘in.theblgso Conventiduvtqanbg;inteinaﬁional afméd conf1i¢ts,; o
At present the Convention applies o_xil’y to international armed gqﬁili{:g:*‘s,r;pug |
the majority of today's conflicts are either-intetnélior»a:élah 7 S
internal-international mixture. Maﬁé of.them’lasi“fof“véryfldﬁg»pgﬁiédstﬁbi'
creating severe problems such as we see ‘in relation”£01tﬁéfﬂ3530ffiin§§5ﬁ*? ’"
Surely the need to avoid %hiSfeXtéht‘6f huhanfsuffefiﬁg‘tréhéééngéﬁtﬁé"V N
academic or legal distinctinn between ingernétionaifcbnfiiétsﬂéhd}intéxﬁ&k;vx
cbhflﬁdts;Y'We7need,tb‘reCogﬁiZevtbefimpofténce'6f :ést&ainihéféhéﬁ;wﬁiiV J ’
indisériﬁihéhe“br‘excessiQely"ctuelvﬁée'df‘weapbns i@;cé;f;iéis*bf}éilit?pes;f; s

In'thisrfespéct} the wishes of ﬁhé‘lCﬁc’éhdfﬁhé §ishe§ fothosefwéikiﬁgf}":';

in disarmament are the same - namely, to take practical measures aimed at "~ .-
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solving the real problems we face.. We trust that every effort will be made to
fiﬁd the most effective solutions and te implement them.

The ICRC has published today a concise brochure on mines.. Entitled
“A Perverse Use of Technology", it comprises.a text that is to the point and
pictures that are not pleasant. Copies of the brochure are available at the
entrance to this room.

Mr. KABIR (Bangladesh): May I extend to Mr. Elaraby of Egypt our
congratulations on his unanimous election to the chairmanship of the Eir§t
Committeevof the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session. With his vast

.experience, proven diplomat.c skills and exzpertise in thg,b;fad areas of
.disarmament and ingernational security, we are assured that the Committee's
deliberations will be fruitful, and its outcome constructive. I»shouldvlike
alsc to convey our congratulations and good wishes‘to«therptherﬂofficers of
the Committee - Vice-Chairmen Pasi Patokallio and Dae Won Suh and Rapporteur
Jerzy 2Zaleski:. V

On a more somb;e note, I should like to express our condolences with N
rggard-to thg tragic loss of life and damage to preperty wreaked on Cairo by
the recent earthquake. Bangyladesh and Egypt enjoy fraternal and most friendly
relations, and the bereaved and stricken people of Cairo are very much in our
thoughts -and prayers.

We are‘liying at a time ofvepochgl changes that-pave transformed the
nature ofrinternatiopal relations. It is a singular phenomenon that changes
of such magnitude, :apgg and scope,-,chapggs such. as one might envisage. only
in the aftermath of a majoriwét ~ should come .about peaceably. It is as

though the evolutionary process of decades has been concertinaed into a space

of months.
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We welcome the fact that the era of the cold War:isiéiét éﬁﬁ’ihaj the;gﬁ
' painful period of ideological;antagoniéms‘cah'now, ££“is}t6*bé hoPéﬁ; B?“fﬁ%“
releéated to the pages of hiétcry. This development has had‘a salhtafﬁvimgéét.
on the intefhaéional;Secﬁfity:éhVironmené; and perhaps it héé”éiéé*; élbéiéff‘;ﬁf
less directly - served as a catalyst éo‘strénéthen Ehé:forées?éf éeﬁdﬁrécj'igg H
across the globe. | |
Yet, in the midst of hope, one can'say“mdstiémﬁhéticaiiy thét thé’:f

millennium is not just round the coraér. The recrudescence of ethiic

antagonisms, conflicts rooted ihTtéiigious;1linguisticﬁaﬁ&kéven*éuitﬁfélff'
differences in various parts of the wbt;&; Eéifofiéﬁbana §f9b1§m§ té1;E§61£§; _f ':
drugs aré obstacles to peécé’ana‘pOSe threats ﬁb”éédﬁ}ity;??Bﬁt“é h6§é;éﬁBtl§> \
and insidious threaf'tb“peécévériSes;frbm‘the'Widéhihg;df'ﬁd?ihlsauﬁhL “.‘“" 
disparities - an issue thaﬁ‘must Bé-é&dreéséd’ﬁiih‘ali'éafﬁéStﬁééé"ih;this:jf
world forum. | B
Notwithstanding the emergence of new problems and thé:ﬁéréisﬁehéé??fcsaﬁeilli':
older ones, there has never been a more pfbpitious'tiﬁeftdfadéré55“iﬁf'}
substance issues related to security and disarmament. ;Undér+sécreta£g:;[f'
General Petrovsky put it succinctly in hisffematké’wﬁéﬁ'oﬁr ééhé:$1‘ae5a£eti“”
began. He s;id that at the time of theicdideAr’éhg%éndeéV§ﬁié wéié”;zg-**t5:

"aimed primarily at maintaining a balance of forces bEtWEén’ihe?twﬁfm;ﬁérf.

alliances and at averting the'ﬁaséibility of*a'nuéiéér'vé:,ﬁ';<A;;

(A/Ci1747/BV.3, p. 9-10) '

In'tb&ay!é7ihfiﬁiteiy;ﬁoféipositiéé ihtefnatidﬁéife£0ifdﬁméﬁt?tﬁefé”i;?
genuine and widespread expectation and désirélthét,ﬂétibhé éhouiﬁ'é&ile&éiﬁéifkf? 
and severally < in the words of Mr;Petrbvsky:- o s |

“really push the process of genuine disarmament:forward"s‘(ibid;)'9“
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(Mr, Kabir, B ladesh)

This surely lends importance and a sense of urgency to our task. History

2

abounds with instances of squandered opportunities that could only be redeemed
at great cost.

I should like to extend my heartiest congratulations to the Secretary-
General on the issue today of his report entitled "New dimensions of arms
regulations and disarmament in the post-cold-war era", contained in document
A/C.1/47/1, which is dated 23 October 92, This document fittingly complements
the Secretary-General's "An Agenda for Peace", demolishes the notion thgt
disarmament is a vision for futurity and quite appropriately underscores its
importance -~ indeed, its urgency - in the post-colﬁ-war era.

Linked together, the three concepts of integration, globalization and
revitalization can indeed be the foundation stone of a new structure of
disarmament and arms regulation that will focus on the burgeoning conflicts in
the world today, the reSy;gence of which even bipolar understandings have not
been able to contain. A

General and complete disarmament is, for us, a constitutional principle.
It is a central objective of our foreign policy. We therefore wholeheartedly
welcome the advances that have been made in the fields of arms control and
disarmament. However, we are only too conscious that there is still a long
way to go.

Significant progress has been achieved in the fields of the control and
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. We are happy th