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I : he Chairman, Mr. Suh (Republic of Korsa),
Vice-Chairman k the Chair.
The meeting was called to order at 11.05 a.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 TO 65, 68 AND 142; AND 67 AND 69 (continued)
GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY ITEMS

Mr. TOTH (Hungary): Let me begin by'expresging.the satisfaction of
my delegation at Ambassador Elaraby's electioﬁ te the chairmanship, and at
seeing you, Sir, in the Chair this morning.

If a statistical account were to be fiade of the proceedings of the First
Committee this year, it would probably be an easy task to identify the ﬁost
often mentioned phfase. Uﬁdispuéed first place would probably go to the w.rds
“chemical weapons". In my statement today, however, I should like to |
concentrate on a subject that is closely related to that of chemical weapons,
namely biological, or bacteriological, weapons.

The relationship is clear. Im fact, until 1969 we h;d been discussing
these two issues under a common heading on the multilateral disarmament
agenda. The two topics started independent life cycles, however, when in 1972
the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and
Sécckpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their
Destruction was concluded. The Convention was a reflection cf the political
and arms-control realitiés prevailing at that time: contractual regulation
'vhad become fea;ible, but with'less éeveloped provisions on definitions, on the
qﬁestion bf non?transfe: and on a complgint mechanism, and with no provisions :
_on deéiaiationseand verification. éontrary to the alternative chosen fér
'biologiggi‘weapqns{ negotiationsfwere,éontinueq qn-thevprohibitipd:of chemical .
. wéapq##.f%ith:tpéfﬁore ambitious task p£ dréﬁiﬁ§ up én aii;énébmf555ing-

. agreement.
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At the time the Ccavention on biological weapons was finalized,
biological weapons seemed to be going out éf fashion, és they were not
considered to be militarily effective. It was a common school of thought teco
that elements of a future chemical-weapon-prohibition regime couwld he» |
applicable for the purposes of the Convention on bacteriological weapons.
Thus, the political gains of an agreeme: : banning biological weapons had
clearly., and justifiably, outweighed the'uncgrﬁaintées arising from the
missing elementg of the prohibition regime.

For two decades now, there have been:;ingerigg questions.abo#ﬁ whgthe;wa
convention on chemical weapons could ever be finalized; and whethe} the~:ﬁ,
biological-weapon ban was an effective one. Today.‘we can definitely answer
the first question: yes, in a short time we are going to have a.legal_
instrument imposing a total ban on one of the most dreadful typgs of weaponry '
man has ever invented.

As far as biclogical weapons are concerned, there have been numerous
attempts, especially duripg the last couple of years, to address>through
practical measures questior~ about the effectiveness of the Convention oﬁ_
biological weapons. .hose measures represeht_milestones iﬁ’an‘evolutionary
process of strengthening the regime of the bioclogical-weapon Convention. The
1986 second Review Conference of States Parties to the biological-weapon -
Convention strengthened the prccedures for consultations in the case of
concerns about compliance. In the wake of the 1986_Confe:e#ge, a sét of
confidence-building measures was adopted. These measures were aimed at
providing more information and creating an atmosphere of oﬁe#ness.

The third Review Conference, in»1991,bconducted:a thqrougﬁranalysis,of

the experience gained, and adopted further confidence—huilding measures.
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Unfortunately, the confidence-b@ilding measures adopted as follow-up to
the 1§86 Review Conferpnce were poorly implemeated. Only 42 States out of the
nearly 120 States parties provided declarations in connection with -
confidence-building measures between 1987 and 1991. The levél_of
participation in the five rounds of data exchange was even lower, around
20 per cent. Notwithstanding the important improvements the 1991 Review
Conference brought about in the reporting system, through institutionalizing a
declaration form for those with nothing to declare or nothing new to declare,
only 35 States have to date provided information under the 1991
confidence-building measures. It is indispensab1é~that the
confidence-building measures which, according to the final declaration of the
1991 Conference, are to be implemented be carried out in their enéiréty'by ali

States parties.
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‘An important step in the evolutionary process of s_trengthening‘i the . ';; i,
bxologmcal-—weapnns proh:.b;tzon regime was the joint statement of - 5 . * -

Séptember. 1992 by senior officials of the’ Un:.ted States. t;he Un:.t“d K:tngdams S

and the Russian Federation.r The meeting: brought about a t;mely confwma;s;xcn»
of steps taken by the Russ:.an Government ‘to secure - the fulf;lment of 3 ,
international ,obl:‘,gations in the area of’ bi"o;ogiic_al weapons and to ‘,k;esgh_‘vei
corcerns with regard to compliaace. . The Russian. E’eﬁe‘ration"s agreemmt. i:o_‘ \

alliow visits to. any non-military biological site in order. to remove.

ambiguities is a concrete manifestation of how compliance g:ence}:ns_ might be.,

addressed through cooperative measures.. ‘The impact of these measures to b‘e o

applied might go far beyond th_ef;r}emeva;l-_-of existing coneerms,fas, regards

compliance, inasmuch as the initial visits. to. Russian 'facilit,ies will be]_; i )

followed by comparable visits to facilities in the Upited,tsl:,atesﬂgnd the, .
United Kingdom. Furthermore,.the possibility of ’yisit’s to. any 'mili:t_ary- SR
biologic.al facili,ty,will be addressed by the three Governments.":-

Another cruc1a1 stage in the gradual process of strengthem.na t‘he Ceiin L

bxologxcal weapons cOnventJ.on was opened when States partnes at the Th:u:d

Revxew Conference recogn:.zed that address;ng the 1ssue ef establashzng -

venflcat:n.on system for the anvent:.on :.n ‘a meanangful way could not be Sl ‘

postponed any,further. . As a fu’st step. an Ad I-Ioc Group cf Governmental

Experts was, establlshed and g:.ven a prec;se and deta.tled mandate. Under th:u.s :

mandate the Group seeks to :.dent:.fy measures that could determ:.ne whether a

State party to the COnvent:.on :.s engag:.ng .m ptohxb;ted act1v1t1es wa.th regard
e:.ther;te. a‘gen_tsv or ,to,weap‘ons and ,.del:wer-y, systems. g The' ma:m cr.ttema. fcrv,_ e
evaluatmg these measures ares: the:.r abxl:.ty to _prov:.cle :.nformat:.on, tc\ __‘;,

dxfferent:.ate between proh;b.zted and. non-prohzhxted actw;t:.es, aﬂ& to resolvev

amb:.gu:.tles ahout compl:.ance, ‘their techmcal, fmancxal, legal an& other :
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implications; their impact on scientific activities; and their relation to the
requirement of confidentiality. The Ad Hoc Group is to complete its task
before the end of 1993 and to report to all States parties om its work. It is
very important that the report of the Group be based on consensus and that it
take into account views expressed during the course of its sessions.

The basic task of the Ad Hoc Group at its first session, which took place
from 30 March to 10 April 1992, was to identify and compile a list of
potential verification measures by which it might be possible to determine
whether a State party was engaging in prohibited activities. Although
different stages of the work may not be easily identifiable, simple logic
dictates that this phase should be followed by a more detailed description and
analysis. The most immediate task now is to build upon the momentum generated
by the Ad Hoc Group during the f£firs: session and to consider as fully as
possible the scientific and techmical side of each and every measure
identified. Participating States will face all these tasks at the next
session of the Group, which is to take place at the end of November this year.

In my capacity as Chairman of the Ad Hoc Group, I would like to use this
opportunity to encourage all States parties to the Convention to participate
actively in the work of the Group, which is approaching the most important
stages of its activities; it is still not too late to join in and contribute
to its deliberatioms. Naturally, the complex issue of the possible
establishment of a verification system requires a broader approach than the
one set by the precise mandate of the Ad Hoc Group. Still, the Group's
findings will inevitably influence the process and the outcome of further
decisions on how to strengthen the regime for the prohibition of biological
weapons. This is not simply an intellectual “xercise for a few but a real

challenge for all of us.
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Mr. PENNANE ACH (Togo) (1nterpretatxon fron French)° I should l;ke :

first of all to extend to Mr. Elarahy the congratulatxons of the Togo>';‘ |
delegation on his unanimous electzon to the chaxrmansh;p of the Fxrst
Committee. His sk111 and competence d1sp1ayed in the conduct of our N
proceedlngs justify our conf;dence in h:m and augur well fer the success of
our deliberations. We asrure h;m of the wholehearted cooperat;on of the Togo
delegation. | | | o

We wculd also like to congratulate the other offxcers of the COmmattee.j
whose assistance w;ll certaxnly not be lacklng. | R

Last week brought a great deal of suffering Hoth to the Egyptxan people?
and to the Colomblan people because of the v1olent earthquakes whzch cla ne
so many victims besides causing such great mater;al damage. The delegatxon of
Togo would like once again to convey to the Egyptxan and Colombxan peoplesrxcsf
profound condolences and sincere sympathles and it appeals to the o
international community to render generous:assistance tovthese two afflicted
countries, | | 7

The work of the First Committee is taking place within an inﬁer;atiohal
context marked by the continuation of prcfound geopolitical changes. -
East-West antagonism, which for so many decades paralysed the unxversal
Organization, has disappeared once and for all, giving way to cooperat;on.
Thanks to this favourable climate and the positive tura in 1nternatacnal
relations, many posicive developments have occurred in the world over the last
twelve months, particularly in the field of disarmament. In this respect,
Togo has noted with satisfacticn the agreement in pr;nclple concluded between»
President George Bush and President Boris Yeltsin for the reduction and
ultimate destruction of stockpiles of strategic nuclear.Weaponsxin their

respective countries. We also welcome the arrangements undertaken for the
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satry into force of the START Treaty and the recent accession of France and
China to the Tresaty on the Non-Proliferatiocm of Nuclear Weapené (NPT), as well
as the unilateral moratorium decreed by President Mitterrand banning for one
year all nuclear tests by France, following the example of other States. We
very much hope that when these moratoriums expire they will be renewed, ac
they have been in the Russian Federaticn, and that all nuclear-weapon State§
will take similar measures so that we can gradually bring about the complete

_and final cessation of these tests - preferably before 1995, the year for the
convening of the Conference of States parties for the revision or extension of
the NPT, 1In order to make the Treaty a genuinely universal instrumeat, it
will be desirable for the States that are not parties to this important
juridical instrument, particularly those possessing a potential nuclear

capacity, to make the necessary arrangements to accede to it.
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Accession to “he Treaty by a great number of States, or even its
universality, certainly dces not constitute a2 guarantee that it will work.
Strengthening of the safeguards.and control system of the Internationsl Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) is thereiore indispensable.

Togo attaches particular importamce to the creation of and respéct for
nuclear-weapon-free zones as a ceatribution to nuclear non- proliferacion. - We
welcome the progress achieved in this area in Latin America, particularly by
the recent accession of Argentina, Brazil and Chile to the Treaty of
Tlatelolec, which will come into force in these countries in the very near
future.

As to the African continent, it is important that there be respect. for
the spirit and letter of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa and
that efforts continue to produce and conclude as soon as possible a treaty or
convention making Africa a completely nuclear-weapcn-free zone, In thé realm
of chemical or bactericlogical disarmament, we would like to welcome
particularly the sense of purpose and political will displayed by the
Conference on Disarmament at its 1992 session. This sense of purpose and
political will enabled it to produce the draft Convention on the Prohibition
of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on
Their Destruction, the main purpose of which is the total elimination of this
type of weapon of mass destruction.

Unswerving in its commitment to accelerating the process of general and
complete disarmament, my country attaches great importance to this Convert’
the implementation of which will contribute to the strengthening of peac @
solidarity among mations. That is why we became one of the spousors, a. o

with 136 other States, of draft resolution A/C.1/47/L.1, the adoption of wuichn
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will make it possible to open the Convention for signature by Member States in
January 1993 in Paris. The consultations currently under way should make it
possible to overcome possible differences so that the draft resolution can be
adopted by consensus, which would enhance the likelihood of its unanimous
approval.

Another equally important guestion is that of transparency in the realm
of armaments. In the view of the Togo delegation, transparency is one of the
best guarantees for the building of confidence among States. From this
standpoint we wholeheartedly subscribe to the guidelints and recommendations
for objective information on military matters proposed by the Disarmament
Commission in its report on the work of its 1992 session (A/47/42, annex I).
This information should make it possible to make more rapid progress towards
general and complete disarmament under effective intermational control. We
also welcome the creation of the Register for the monitoring of the
international movement of conventional arms. This is an important step
towards the final objective. It is imperative, however, that arrangements be
made to extend the Register to cover the production and stockpiling of other
types of arms, in particular nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction, as
well as the transfer of their technology.

The positive developments that have occurred in the world since the end
of the cold war have given grounds for the lcgitimate hope of seeing the world
living in peace in the future. However, we cannot but note the emergence of
many local or regional conflicts and the persistent stockpiling of

‘sophisticated arms in various parts of the world, which pose serious threats
to regional and international peace and security. In this context particular

stress should be laid on the strengthening of the role of the United Nations
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in the area of regional disarmament and the need for closer cocoperation. .
between it and regional orvanizations. This is particularly important, timely
and urgent because today we are seeing a disturbing proliferation of o
conventional weapens in developing countries, particularly in Africa.

The persistence of conflicts in our various regionms calls for a search:
for new ways of strengthening the capacity to act in the area of regiomal. -
security. Within this context, the United Natiomns should make better use of
regional centres as instruments for the promotion of peace, disarmament and
development at the regional level. This means, above all, that these centres
should possess the means to act, which unfortunately is not the case today.
The situation is even worse with regard particularly to the United Nations ..
Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament iu Africa, which Togo has the hoﬁour
and privilege of hosting.

We have no intention of going into the history of the Lomé Centre, but
nevertheless please permit us to recall that the initiative for its creatipn
was taken by the Heads of State or Govermment of the Organization of African
Unity (OAU) at their tﬁenty«first session at Addis Ababa ffom 16 to
20 July 1985. By its resolution AHG/Res-138 (XXI), adopted as a result of
that meeting, the African leaders, £irmly corvinced of the ihterdependenee -
which now seems to require no further proof - of peace, security, disarmament
and development, requested the Secretary-General of the United Nations to
create a regional office in Africa, the purpose of which would be to undertake
in-depth studies and to promote the aforementioned objectives.

Following this reqﬁest, the General Assembly, in resolution 40/151 G,
adopted on 16 December 1985, decided to create this Centre on 1 January 1986

on the basis of existing resources and voluntary contributions.



A/C.1/47/PV.14
14-15

(Mr. Pennaneach, Toqq)

Inaugurated on 24 October 1986, the anniversary of the founding of the
United Nations, the Centre has since that time undertaken many activities
within its mandate. However, over the last three years it has been confronted
by serious difficulties due essentially to an acknowledged lack of funds.
This shortage of funds has had the particular effect of impeding the working
of the centre, halting its momentum and preventing the implementation of its
programme of activities.

The many local open or latent conflicts raging over the African continent
highlight the usefulness of the Lomé Centre, whose work is indispensable for
the maintenance of peace and security, at least in terms:of their military

aspects.
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Nhile grateful to the donor countries that have supported the Centre’s-

Chc gy chasheT

work sznce ;ts establ:shment - a list of these ccuntries agpsars in the

P AgOLE o \*‘ e qu
Secretary-General 8 report on the regzonal centres - Eogo appeals urgently to
s N ,A‘,),, . :"?3:

all other Member States that “have not done so to contemplate mak;ng voluntery
L B S O By
contr;but:ons to the Centre. The Secretary-General's report on the regional

S N 7 S S 2
centres 1s clear test;mony to nis t;reless efforts to enable them tQ dxscharge
s Layse
all their responsxhili ies. The mogo delegat;on is grateful to him for this.
‘ LA Qe Spdy

and requelts hxm to concert his efforts with those of the Office for ,
R S S
~Dzsarmament Affa;rs w;th a v;ew te makxng ava;lahle to the Lome Centre &nd
- 57N Cmmor sy
other regzonal centres the necessary funds to ensure the;r fznanclal

vxabilxtyp in accordance w1th the relevant prov;sions of General Assembly

e Lats omaa

resolution 46/31 F. The Togo delegat;on therefore hopes that the ﬁraft

resolutzon shortly to be suhmltted Jozntly by the regaonal grougs cencerned

LTS

will be adopted by consensus.

Milxtary deterrence dces not guarantee peace. or secur;ty. Many-

non-mxl;tary factors are Just as threaten:ng to natzons and peoples as armed

o

confl:cts. The w;despread econom;c crrsxs and the consequent worsenxng of the

"
. TR oh

soc:al s:tuat;on end standards of lxvang of the peoples 1n the develop;ng

countrres, partxcularly in the least advanced among them. are a11 factors to

be taken into account in the quest for true peage and secur:ty.

In the foreword of a general polacy study carr;ed out by the World Bank."‘

ent;tled "Poverty and Hunger". we tead the follow;ng-

‘"The world has more than enough to feed ztself. The growcu of world
food productmon has been faster then.the recedented‘populatlon growth i

over the past 40 years. But many poor countr1es end hundreds of mrll;onsf"‘

'of poor people der e noth;ng from thzs abundance.: They do not have food

EORE

security because the;r purchas:ng power 1s too low"
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Indeed, poverty., hunger, famine, disease, destitution and unemployment
are all scourgés curfently afflicting the developing societies, decimating
populations as effectively as war. There are many in the developing world who
are unable to sate their hunger or slake their thirst; they live in total
privation in a practically chronic state of undernourishment and physical and
moral debilityf In the view of the Togo delegation, these scourges are a
dangerous threat to international peace and security.

The erédication of poverty in all its forms is a basic prerequisiée in
the quést\fér trﬁe peace and sécuritye This means that mankind's fundamental
needs must be fully satisfied. It also presupposes the establishment in our
societies of truly democratic polxticaI systems based on Justzce, equity and
respect for human rights. Taking up the idea expressed by the
Secretary-General in his statement on World Habitat Day, the Togo delegation
believes that a man without hearth, home or employment is liable to become a
man without faith or iaw, a‘true danger to peace and security.

Thus, ﬁhe‘non-military aspects of peace and security deserve oﬁr greaﬁer
aﬁtention and shéuld be tackled from a new angle, Iﬁ this regarad, the-ﬁhited
Nations and the international community as a wheole should step up the fight
against:all these evils on the basis ofﬁsound, equitahle:and mutually ”
beneficial cooperatibﬁ;. » ‘

The end of the cold war, the winds of freedom and democracy that'have
been blowing for some time now have opened up new prospects for sttengthenxng‘
sdlidarity between nations and confidence between States, which can help
acééléiéﬁe the diSérméméhE érﬁcess and promoﬁe the éstahiishmént.of é néﬁ
ﬁétidzofdet ﬁhéée keyétone will bébcooperation and résPect for huméﬁ fights.

It must be noted that in his important report "An Agenda for‘Peaée“ thé
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Secretary—General appealed in particular for the cooperation of the United
Nations, States and non-governmental organizations in achieving the noble
goals of the San Francxsco Charter. |

Mutually profitable soladarlty *nd cooperation will banish forever ell

o . R )

the policies of domination end hegemony. New prospects have therefore opened

o

up for the 1nternatxona1 commun;ty on the threshoid of the thzrd mzllen;um to

3

build a better world, free from poverty and the spectre of war.. In this new

r\t'

impulse towards solxdar;ty, the Unlted Nations must be a leader in our
concerted actlon to establ:sh and maintain peace and securxty. the threeh
pillars of whxch,are. in our view, complete and general dlsarmament,
preveotire diploﬁaefiena eeonomic and soc1a1 development. ' | ‘_

Mr, DEMBINﬁK (Poland).- The United Natlons has alweys playeﬁ an
active role in the efforts to ban chemxcal weapons. The Exzst Commzttee > 
repeatedly, year ‘after year, has addressed thxs issue - sometxmes w;th hope,
but more often than not with regret and grow;ng 1mpet1ence that despzte elli
the efforts and the long h;story of negot;atzons, the world communxty had nor
heen able to get rid of these weapons of mass destructzon - the goal to wh;ch
Poland is f;rmly commxtted. -- | V h - -

Therefore, I am partxcularly pleased that th;s yeer 's report of the‘wyb
Conference on D;sarmament conta:ns the fznal text of the draft Con:ent;on oo‘
the Proh:h;t;on of the Development, Productlon, Stockpal;ng. and Use of .
Chemical Weapons and on Thexr Destructaon. thus branglng th;s 1ong process of
negotzataon to a success -1 completzon. As r:ghtly 1nd1cated xn the dreft j
resolution efore us, the draft Convention is indeed an;unprecedented»globel,

comprehensive and verifiable multilateral disarmament agreement.
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The‘process of negotiations on the chemioal weapons COnventioo ﬁas one of
the most difficult and'complex in the history of disarmament negotiations.
Th;s is particularly true in regard to the last stage of the process. We were
faced with different approaches to some of thevkey'issues of the Convention,
the challenée inspectioo and the scope of verification being the most striking
examples. Thebfinal coﬁpromise reached in the negotiations and embodied‘in
the doafﬁ Conventicn submitted to the General Assembly fully deserves
commendation. We are firmly convinced thaa the process 1eading te this
comproﬁise was comprehensiae, tfaneparent and fair. May I take this '
opportunxty to pay a trxbute to this year s Cha;rman of the Ad Hoc Commlttee
on Chem;cal Weapons, Ambassador von Wagner of Germany, assxsted by his
d;lxgent, capable and dedxcated team, whose unrelentlng efforts greatly
contrxhuted to the final result. I should like also to pay a trlbute to his
predecessors in the Chair and to a11 delegat;ons tha; actlvelyApa:txoxpated in
the negofiations; Indeed, the text of the Convention ie the resalt‘of the
collectivekefforts of all involved.

fhe compromise is the result of mutual concessions and acoommodation.
Poland favoured a str;ngent and more 1ntrusxve ver;flcatxen‘regxme, convxnced
that xt could better serve our secur;ty 1nterests. On thxs point, not
everyth;ng in the text meets our egpectat;ons. We made concessxons 1n order
to reach a'aolution aoceptable to other partic;pants. Now, we are proud of

the Convention and we look forward to its sigming.
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The chemical-weapons Convention is a truly histo:ic‘achigveﬁent in
disarmament. It prohibits, and will eventually otally abolish,th??,entiré
category of weapons of mass destruction. Its implementation will;be subjeqt
to a strict and effective verification gystem, It incluﬁes_éhallénggi
inspection, an entirely new ins;rument belonging to a‘néw generation 6f
verification measures. The verification requirements_arehteésopabiykbalgﬁeedr
in respect of the need to protect confidéntial,infcrmation not relevant to £h§
object of the Convention. | '

The Convention's provisions have'been\fqgmulateﬁ-in Such a:ma§n§? ;$V§6
avoid hampering the economic and_technological Qeve;déhgnt:éf Stqyasfpé%tigg.”

They provide for effective international cooperation in the fieldlof chemiéal

activities for purposes not prohibited by the ConventionQ -The Convention

constitutes an effective instrumeant for combéting-the proliferahiéﬁ'of
chemical weapons. It contains specxfzc prov1sxons to protect States pértxes
against chemical weapons and to provide ass;stance when needed, and 1t o
~establishes sanct1ons_to “ral wlth,sxtuagxons,whexgx;ye Qqnveg;xop'@gs:pot
been complied with. B B o

However} the adoption of the Convention is ‘not. anrend,in itself 1t is. an

important first step towards a chem;cal-weapon-free world.‘ We must not allow T

ourselves to .rest in self—sat:sfact;on.j There are even more ambltxous and
complicated tasks ahead, tasks of translat;ng the Conventxon s 1anguage znté
practice ond smoothing thg.path forvits 1mpl¢men;at19na‘ "The farst task 18 to
ensure that the Convention.iéisigned‘by the ;qrgésﬁ,posszb;e numberﬁofi
States. In this respect, Poland welcomes the inVitationfégten@eagby ;ﬁé‘
President of France to attend the signing ceremony of the Conveption in’§aris
at the beginning of 1993, and reaffirms its commitment to be cﬁe of the -

original signatories.
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As a country which, together with Canada, has been submitting éraft
resolutions on chemical weapons for many years now, Poland is particularly
pleased to note the broad support for draft resolution A/C.1/47/L.1. It
augurs well for the universality of this disarmament instrumént. For the same
reason, we are convinced that it wculd be appropriate to adopt the draft
resolution by consensus.

The next task is to ensure that there is effective and thorough
preparation for the early entry into force of the Convention. We are
convinced that this is in our common interest and will greatly contribute to
the enhancement of international peace and security. We have to bear in mind
the rather high threshold for the number of ratifications required for the
Convention to enter into force. We should therefore follow the ratification
process closely, as it would be ironic if, following the success of the
negotiations, the entry into force of this important iﬁstrument were to be
unduly delayed.

‘A number of important tasks have also been transmitted to the preparatory
commission responsible for ensuring that the Convention is implemented in an
orderly manner., We are in favour of an early start to the commission's work
to avoid losing the present momentum. The successful accomplishment of the
tasks of the preparatory commission would be greatly facilitated by
cooperation>on the part of the signatory States by making advance declarations
with a view to determining verification requirements. The voluntary provision
of such data in the format established by the Convention would serve as a

confidence-building measure and as practical confirmation of the readiness of

States to become parties to the Convention.
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We wglcome the se;ection of the Hague as the seat of the futu¥é
organization for the p;ohibition of éhemigal ﬁgapdns. The organiéation wi;;;‘
need to have a highlf qualified staff;‘for that rééson, it is impoitant to B
establish, from thé very beginginq of the preparatory commissioﬁ;s acti?iﬁiés.
special training programmes for future inspectors.and-to’éﬁordinate éhe
existing programmes offered ﬁy certain countries. - '

The preparatery period shopld also be gsed to séttle scme rgmaining )
bilateral issues, such as abandoned chemical weapons. »We arerquthe‘oginipn
that the satisfactory tesolutionxof tﬁese issﬁes prior to ﬁhe‘egtry iﬂt; fo;ce
of the Convention would serve as a good example of how to p;omote thergarly,
achievement of the Convention's goals. “

The rich experience accumulated duri;g the long yeafs of negétiations on
chemical weapons, especially in regarﬁlto the verification regime, ;hould be
analysed and compared with other disarmament agreements. fhis doés not mean
that we consider this regime to be a ready-made model to be émulated withqutr
tak;ng into account the specifie requirements of different disarﬁaﬁent
agreements. However, its relevance - for exaﬁyle. to thé ongoing work of the
Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Exzperts to Identify and Examine Potential
Verification Measureé for the Biological Weapons Conventién - can hardly be
overestimated.

The»suqcessful completion of the negotiations on the chemical weapons
Convention has considerably increased the credibility of the Conference on
Disérmément as the single multilateral negotiating body. This credibility.
however, should not be taken for granted. It wili depend toba large extent on
the Conference's abiliéy to adapt itself to the dramatically changed

international environment and to respond to the newly emerging tasks and

challenges.
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Ws should review the role of the Conference, its agenda and me_mbership.

Such a review should be neither hasty nor divorced from the overall review of

the United Nations disarmament machinery as a whole, including the First
Committee and the United Nations Disarmament Commission. It should result in
a precise allocation of tasks and responsibilities among those bodies to
render them complementary and tc eliminate overlapping.

In our opinion, the Conference on Disarmament should remain the
multilateral disarmament body responsible for negotiating specific disarmamexnt
agreements. The necessary extension of its membership should not adversely
affect its effectiveness as a negotiating forum. A decision on this question
should be reached without undue delay. At the same time, it is important to
improve the mechanisms for participation by non-member States in the
negotiations.

The intensity of the negotiations on the chemical-weapons Convention, for
years a priority task of the Conference, accounts for the modest achievements
of its other subsidiary bodies, but even now there is little chance of making
real progress on most of the agenda items inherited from the cold-war period.
The old approach, based on the East-West confrontation, iz no longer valid.
The agenda of the Conference needs to reflect the post-cold-war era.

Our delegation is in favour of re-examining the agenda. In sur view, a
revised 2genda should contain 2 limited number of items and should clearly
indicate its priorities. 1If, for some reason, radical changes in the agenda
prove not to be possible, we shall still favour z course of action whereby
each session would have clearly identified priority items on its agenda,
resulting in & more focused and structured approach and avoiding the
dissipation of effort. It is of special importance to keep in mind the small

size of the overwhelming majority of delegations.
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Tt is.clear from the debate in the Conference that at least twe items
stand out as priorities: the issues of a nuclear-test ban and transparency in
armaments. We share this view. ‘We hope that ti2 Ad Hoec Committ . :on a
Nuclear-Test Ban will be re-established at the beginning of the 1993.:sessidn.:
The significant progress in nuclear disarmament - the recent .joint United
States-Russian understanding on deep cuts in their respective strategic - =
nuclear arsenals by the year 2003, going beyond the reductions. foresssen in the
START Treaty:; the strengthening of the non-proliferation regime as a result of
the accession by China and France to the Traaty on thé Non-Proliferation of.
Nuclear Weapons (NPT), and, last but not least, the moratorium cn testing by
France, Russia and the United States - should have a positive impact on the -
efforts to negotiate a nuclear-test ban. : o i

In this regard, we should like tc express our appreciation of the
commendable work of the Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts to Consider
International Cooperative Measures to Detect and Identify Seismic Events, and

of the results and experience obtained in GSETT-2.
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We should review the role of the Conference, its agenda and mgmbership.
Such a review should be neither hasty nor divorced from che sverall coeview of
the United .ations disarmament machinery as a whole, iacluding the Fisst
Committee and the United Nations Disarmament Commission. It should result in
a precise allocation of tasks and responsibilities among thoso bhodias o
render them complementary and to eliminate overlapping.

In our opinion, the Conference on Disarmament should remain the
multilateral disarmament body responsible for negotiating specific disarmament
agreements. The necessary exteamsion of its membership should not adversely
affect its effectiveness as a iegctiating forum. A decision on this question
should be reached without undue delay. At the same time, it is important to
improve the mechanisms for participation by non-member States in the
negotiations.

The intensity of the negotiations on the chemical-weapons Conveantion, for
years a priority task of the Conference, accounts for the modest achievements
of its other subsidiary bodies, but even now there is little chance of making
real progress on most of the agernda items inherited from the celd-war period.
The old approach, based on the East-West confrontation, is no longer valid.
The agenda of the Conference needs to reflect the post-cold-war era.

Our delegation is in favour of re-examining the agenda. 1In our view, a
revised agenda should contain a limited number of items and should eclearly
indicate its priorities. If, for some reason, radical changes in the agenda
prove not tc be possible, we shall still favour a course of action whereby
each session would have clearly identified priority items on its agenda,
resulting in a more focused and structured approach and avoiding the
dissipation of effort. It is of special importance to keep in mind the small

size of the overwhelming majority of delegations.
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It is clear from the debate in the Conference that at least: two itéms
stand out as priorities: the issues of a nucl:ar-test ban‘and;tranSQatency-in
armaments., We share this view. We hope that the Ad Hoc Committee on a
Nuclear-Test Ban will be re-established at the beginning of the“1993usessi0n;;
The significant progress in nuclear disarmament - the recent .joint United
States-Russian understanding on deep cuts in their respective strategic
nuclear arsenals by the year 2003, going beyond the reductions. foreseen' in the
START Treaty; the strengthening of the non-proliferation regime as:a.result of
the accession by China and France tc the Treaty on‘the.Noneprolifetation'off,f
Nuclear Weapons (NPT); and, last but mot least, the moratorium cn testing‘by-:
France, Russia and the United States - should have a positive impact on:thev f
efforts to negotiate a nuclear-test ban.

In this regard, we should like to express our appreciation of the
commendable work of the Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts to Comsider .
International Ceooperative Measures tc Detect and Ideatify Seismic Events, and

of the results and experience obtained in GSEIT-2.



AsC.1/47/PV.14
26

(Mc. D inski, Poland)

We are pleased with the results of the work of the Conference on a new
agenda item entitled "Transparency in armaments", to which Poland attaches
major importance. We see great potential in this area for enhancing
confidence, reducing misperceptions of military capabilities and intentions
and maintaining predictability in military activities. Despite the limited
number of meetings and the preliminary character of the discussions, it is
evident that this agenda item is one of the most promising.

This year the approach, a reasonable one, was to prepare as exhaustive an
inventory of relevant topics and problems as possible and to collect ideas 4
submitted by delegations with regard to openness and tramnsparency, and this
task has been successfully accomplished. The inventory contained in the
report of the Conference on Disarmament provides a useful basis for further
work by the Conference. We should try next year to reach an agreement om a
more structured discussion in the appropriate organizational framework of an
ad hoc committee. Specific recommendations to the Cornference contained in
General Assembly resolution 46/36 L and the results of the work of the Panel
of Governmental Technical Experts under the able chairmanship of
Ambassador Hendrik Wagenmakers, contained in the report of the
Secretary-General on the Register of Conventional Arms (A/47/342 and Corr.l),
lead in the right direction. Poland welcomes the report with appreciation.
We should also find a way to address, under this agenda item, the whole
complex of non-proliferation issues and the eventual role the Conference could
play in this regard without detracting from the efforts of other forums.

The concerted efforts of the Conference on a limited number of items
could produce better and more visible results. Moreover, it would allow for

greater flexibility in taking up other issues whenever progress is really
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achievable. We are corvinced that the ongoing consultations of
Ambassador Michel Servais, President of the Conferemce, will yield positive
results concerning the crucial issues of the agenda. the organization of work
and the membership of the Conference on Diszarmament.

Mr. KHOUINI (Tuni#ia) (interpretation from Arabic): Allow me at the
outset, Mr. Chairman, to extend to you the warm congratulations of my
delegation on your election to the chairmanship of the First Committee. Your
personal qualities, rich diplomatic experience and your contributions to the
First Committee..the Conference on Disarmament and the annual meetings of the
Disarmament Commission assure us of outstanding guidance and great success in
our deliberations.

May I also take this opportunity to express our appreciation to
Mr. Vladimir Petrovsky, Under-Secretary-Gereral for Political Affairs, for his
interest in and support of our work and our gratitude to Mr. Schrab Kheradi
and all the members of his staff for all the assistance they provide to my
delegation.

Our thanks also go to Mr. Rebert Mroziewicz for the skill he displayed
throughovt ocur deliberations at the forty-sixth session.

I must also express our appreciation to Mr. Yasushi Akashi, who for
several sessions has worked alongside us. We coavey to him our best wishes of
success in his new.peace mission in Cambodia.

(spoke in French)

The end of the cold war and other positive world developments have shed a
completely new light on disarmament in its various aspects and components.
Indeed, thanks to the new confiquration of international politics, arms

control and disarmament mno longer have as their maim goal the maintenance of a
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balance of forces between two military alliances, a situation that gonditioned
international affairs for 40 years. Rather, they are now seen more and more
as the constitutive elements of a programme of action for international
security in the framework of which problems should be apprcached from the
point of view of preventive diplomacy and the quest and maintenance of peace.

As a peaceful country par exceljence, Tunisia lonsiders that the pursuit
of peace and security is now everyone's concerns and iz no longer the proviace
of one or several States. Accordingly, we support all initiatives aimed at
applying realistic and non-discriminatory global strategies with a view to
further arms reductions, leading without deiay to gemeral and complete
disramament. This position is completely consonant with my country's policy
in the sphere of disarmament and arms limitation. Tunisia is therefore a
party to all treaties and conventions in the sphere of disarmament.

The choices shared by Tunisia go hand in hand with its resolve to
participate in the general effort to combat the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, an effort which at the end of this century has become one of
the great priorities of the international community, as was recalled by the
Security Ccuncil at its Summit Meeting on 31 January 1992.

Alcng the same lines, we also subscribe to the notion that tcday we must
devote ourselves to defining and embracing the necessary conditions for global
security by means of duly negotiated agreements between all countries on an
equal footing. This endeavour, undertaken in a spirit of true responsibility,
would enable us to lay solid foundations on which to build world security, to
which we all aspire. 1In addition to its military components, world security

also involves economic, social, developmental and envirommental aspects.
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It is inarguably true that in recent yesars we have witnessed important
achievements in nuciear, conventional and chemical disarmament. My delegation
was eépecially pleased at the initiatives taken in the sphere of nuclear
disarmamsnt by the accession of new States to the non-proliferation Treaty
(NPT), namely. France, Chini. Estonia, Latvia, Slovenia, Uzbekistan and
Azerbaijan. Theses new accessions will bring the number of States parties tq
the Treaty tc more than 150, thus adding to the credibility of the Treaty and-
enabling ug to renew it at the Review Conference scheduled for 1995.

Now that the nuclear Powers and permanent membars of the Security Council
have become parties to the non-proliferation Treaty, my delegation reiterates
its call for the disarmament process to become a real objective and noc longer
a subject for unilateral measures, laudable though they may be, but rather of

an international convention.
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In the same context, we believe that it is high time to honour the
commitments undertaken by the nuclear States, im particular to procéed with
sustained negotiations towards the conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban
treaty.

Unilateral moratoriums in the area of nuclear te:ting should be
translated into multilateral commitments and should apply to all
nuclear-weapon States. My delegation welcomed with satisfaction the
consultations conducted by the President of the Confersnce of States parties
to the Treaty, Mr. Ali Alatas, Minister for Foreign affairs of Indonesia, with
a view to achieving a comprehensive agrsement on the prohiﬁition of nuclear
tests in the atmosphere, in outer space and underwater as soon as pessible,

Tunisia believes that the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) should be
extended indefinitely, and that the Review Conference of 1995 should, inter
alia, address the universalization of the Treaty. It should provide for the
total eiimination of nuclear weapons and the transformation c¢f the Treaty into
a convention prohibiting the production, stockpiling and transfer ¢f nuclear
weapons.

Likewise. in this connection we hold the view that it is equally
important for States that have voluntarily renounced the nuclear option, as my
country has, to benefit from an international juridical instrument providing a
guarantee against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapuns and providing
access to nuclear technology for civilian and development purposes.

The only principle that should prevail in this context, is that of
collective security, because the doctrine of nuclear deterrence conceived
against the background of the cold war, which ultimately implies a readiness

to use nuélear weapons, can oxly be opposed to the principles of the NPT and
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is therefore far from constituting a sound basis for preventing the triﬁgﬁn&nq
of a nuclear war.

Tcday we are even more concerned by another aspect, namely the risk of
seeing some nuclear arsenals slip out of any control, a risk that is redoubled
by the cross-border traffic in fissile material and in enriched uranium. This
deserves the attention of everyone so that we can reaspond vigorously to this
trend, which th¥éatens all States egually. .

My delegation therefore reiterates the appeal éf the General Assembly in
resolution 46737 b, entitled "Convention on the Prohibition of the Use of
Nuclear Weapons", in which the Conferercs on Disarmament is rééuésté& to
commence negotiations, as a matter of pricrity, in order to reach agréemeﬁt'on
an international convention prohibiting the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons.

Furthermore, we support the idea of expanding the membership of the‘
Conference on Disarmament, and we reiterate Tunisia‘s request to be a member
of the Coaference so that it can make an added contribution to its work and
achievements.

With respect to chemical weapons - which wa comnsider to be weapons'df
mass destruction similarly to nuclear, bacteriological and even conventional
weapons - my country has always called for their prohibition in order to
protect humankind from their harmful effects.

Since negotiations began at the Conference on Disarmament on the drafting
of a Convention on chemical wei:ons, Tunisia, which has made coatyibutions in
this area since the Paris Conference, where it played an aétive role,
reiterates here its commitment, side by side with the international community,

forever to banish this type of weapoun. We have no doubt that all States wish
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to have an effective mechanism for ensuring the destruction of existing
chemical arsenals and for preventing those who are presently proliferahing
chemical weapons from replenishing their arsenals.

We believe, however, that there is a link between all elemeants relating
to security, in the sense that both chemical and nuclear weapons, and evean
conventional arms, in the perspective of an arms race, tend to generate
political tensions, and therefore constitute a major obstacle to the
introduction of a climate of trust in international relations and hamper the
advent of the genuine peace to which we all aspire.

We agree that this three-dimensional relationship is complex. However,
we must work simultaneously on all the various aspects of this question,
because it will not be possible to settle aany one of these elements if we are
not sure that we are also making progress on the others. We must effect a
radical change in military and political situations as a whole in order to
achieve general and complete disarmament in all areas.

It has not been possible to establish confidence-building measures in the
Middle East in order to introduce a nuclear-weapon-free zonme. The necessary
conditions for establishing a climate of confidence in this very sensitive
part of the world would be to place all the nuclear facilities under the
contrcl and the safeguards guarantees of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and to provide incentives for those whe possess nuclear weapons
to irreversibly and definitely abandon their policy of nuclear deterrence.

It is inconceivable that the intermational community could devote its
attention to developing international treaties and conventions in the sphere
of disarmament and security and that some parties might then disregard them
and deliberately act contrary to the principles of non-proliferation to which

;u have all subacribed.
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‘Therefore, in order to lend credibility to an intermational effi 't aimed
at prohibiting the use of chemical, bactericlogical and nnclear"we@pens.'it
falls to the international community to exert ghs samb pressuxas; in a '
non-selective way, upon all recalcitrant parties and States that engagb in
proliferation. At stake is the credibility of our goals and the future afA
this world, which we wish to rid of all types of weapons of wmass destruction.

My country, which has chosen the appfcaeh of peaceful satitlement of
disputes of all kinds, will continue to work for peace and remzin irreversibly
committed to the path of non-proliferationr and in particular with respeact to
weapons of mass destruction, both chemical and nuclear.

We have taken due note of the repert of the Secretary-Cemeral corcerning
the drawing up of a Register of Conventional Arms. W¥We remain convinced that,
if rigorous control in this area were to be introduced under United Nationsz
auspices, it should be universal and non-discriminatory and éncoupass the
activities of production and export of weapons. The arms race is as
cbjectionable when fuelled by imports as it is when fuelled by local
production or facilitated by the trausfer of weapons technology.

We wish to emphasize in this respect thé disturbing aspect of the illicit
transfer of weapons. The clandestine nature of this activity, in my
delegation's view, is of obvious seriousness to the internal order of States

and coasequently to regional and international security.®

® The Chairman took ths Chair.
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The substantial resources invested in the production and accumulation of
increasingly refined weapons could bs bettar used if sarmarked for ﬁore noble
causes. We are today witasssing a worsening of the underdevelopment of many
countries of the third world. Entire populations are being dessimated by
famine und disease.

The internaticanal community cannot remain indifferent to such a
deteriorating situation. In the name of international sclidarity and the
noble principles enshrined in the Cha-ter, it must, without delay, £ind an
effective and speedy solution to this situation.

We hope thus to see the vast ragources devoted to the develcpament and
accumulation of weapons reoriented towards peaceful goals, development in
particular. It is paradoxical to soe countries engaged in unbridled military
expenditures in a world vhere millions of human beings are victias of
appalling poverty. The 1992 human davelopment report shows that a simple
reduction of 3 per cent of military oxpenditures by all countries would lead
te a dividend of some $1.5 trillion in favour of peace.

International peace and sscurity are an indivisible whole and tho
internstional community should today equally and decisively devote itself o
inplementing measures of collective zecurity as set forth in the Charter.
Indeed., although the bipolar structure of our world is a thing of the past apd
a spirit of understanding is becoming more prominent among nations, there
:mi;: some conflicts and hotbeds of tension that require 211 of us to make a
more sustained effort. The lack of a just and comprenensive solution to ti>
probles of the Palestinian people could compromise hopes of seeing the Middle
East benefit from this new era of dgatspte in international relaticns. We

appeal to the United Arab Emirates and the Isiamic Republic of Iram to sattle

-
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the copflict regarding the smirate islandz within the framework of principies
of good-neighbourliness z2nd based on the Mesmoranda ol Traaties sigued by
these two brotherly countries, zo that tha Gulf srza may not again be pluaged
inte tensior and uncertainty.

If today it iz acceptsd that the geseral trend iIn isterasticeal relations
is to encourage egual security for a1l Sitates, it has zlso besn cisarly shown
that internaztional security inclodes othsr aspects than those zelatessd dirsctly
to weapons and disarsmament. Thus the improvessnt of relations betwoess the
great Powers has cpened vp positive prospects for the zetilement of all
conflicts and hotbeds of teazion im the world by favduring the advent of a new
world ordsr that will replace decades of confromtstion with ax era of
cooperation and harsmory amomy natioas.

In this context, Tumisis, devoting its efforts to the maintenance of
peace and peacomaking in Africa, Eurcpe aed Asis under the aegisz of the United
¥aticns, is working in comcer® withh the other coastal coustriss of the
Msditerranean to make the Meditsrranmsan basis 2 3o0ee of pamte, heracss and
cooperation thersby laying the foundatioas o~ 2 mew Hoom of Burn-laghreh
relations. It is fizniy pursaing thoue effocts in the Irsmwwork of the “Fliws
plus Five™ dialogee, with the prospect of istzvdscisg z sedel of Worth-Toeth
cocperation.

He shall hawe 3 better world whea pdlitary zad mea-sbilitacy thaests ars
replaced by mutually sdvastagoows cooperatios snd secarity foxr a3i. T
objectives of the Cherter caa still be realizsed. given the siscere cusmdtwmext

of everyoar.
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second time in order to take up the issue of international peace and security,

The United Nations was established almost half a century agoe, following a
period of war. Hence its rightful precccupation with international peace and
security. Article 1 (1) of the Charter states that one of the purposes of the
United Nations {s to maintaln internmational peace and Becurity by the
prevention and removal of threats to the peace, the suppression of acts of
aggression or other breaches of the peace, and the settlemsnt of disputes.

In the 48 years of its existence, the Unlted Nations has tried to fulfil
the purposes for which it was founded., The Organization has served as a forum
for the discussion of international security issues and has striven to mediate
in conflict situations when called upon to do so by Member States. However,
the effectiveness of the Organization was limited in the past because of the
cold war which paralysed the Security Council, the main organ with the primary
rasponsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security.

With the end of East-West rivalry, the United Nations should devote
itself towards fulfilling the wvision of its founders. That is why the
Saecretary-Genersl's proposals contained in "An Agenda for Peace" are timely.
The suggestions elaborate on informal United Nations mechanisms for conflict
prevention, such as preventive diplomacy and conflict management, Other
concepts, such as peace-building, present fresh perspectives on ways to ensure
that this post-cold war period has in place mechanisms not only to prevent
conflicts but also to build and sustain peace.

We note with satisfaction that the Secretary-General's proposals also
contain other important elements which hitherto had been relegated to the back

burner. One such element is the role of regional organizations in conflict



A/C.1747/PV.14
39-40

(Mr, Azikiwe, Nigeria)

prevention and the maintenance of peace. Although Chapter VIII of the Charter

recognizes regional arrangements, this provision has not enjoyed prominence

and regional organizations have not been used effectively in the maintenance

of peace despite certain manifest advantages such as familiarity with the area
of conflict, While recognizing that not all conflicts can benefit from the
regional arrangements stated in the Charter, none the less, those regional
organizations that have undertaken or are undertaking peace-maintenance roles,
in accordance with the Charter, should be encouraged and assisted with
resources.

One element in the maintenance of international peace and security is the
control of armaments. That is why we consider that '"An Agenda for Peace"
should be enriched further with a discussion of the important role that
disarmament could play in fostering peace and security.

Appropriately, the global community has long been preoccupied with
military threats to peace and security. However, there are other threats to
peace and security which, though less dAramatic than the accumulation of arms,
are equally important. Poverty, social deprivation, environmental degradation
and underdevelopment can also lead to social turmoil with consequences for the
security of a State and its neighbours. An immediate consequence could be
mass migration that could severely tax the social and security services of
asylum States. The Nigerian delegation beliewves that the international
community must work assiduously to address the social and economic factors

that impede the realization of the purposes and principles so well espoused in

the Charter.



A/C.1/47/PV.14
41

(Mr., Azikiwe, Nigeria)

The widening economic gap between the aff.uent North and the impoverished
South could also pose a threat to ianternational peace and security. The
Nigeria delegation believes that the international community must urgently
address all these non-military issues, which are of direct relevance to peace
and security within and among States. There is a most auspicious political
climate now for promoting agreement on ploughing resources saved from
disarmament into assistance to poor countries in their developmental efforts.
The say to international peace and security is not only through the absence of
war but through meeting the basic human needs of all peoples and States.

Mr. REFAQAT (Pakintan)é' This session of the First Committee is
taking place at a time when the world is undergoing momentous changes that
present us with both a sense of optimism and a cause for grave concern. It
is, tharefore, all the more fortunate that for this crucial session, Sir, we
have someone »ith your vast experience and diplomatic skills as Chairman of
our Committee, We are confident that under your wise and able leadership the
deliberations of the Committee will be fruitful and lead to concrete and
far-reaching results.

I should also Iike to avail myself of this opportunity to convey our deep
appreciation to Mr. Roberf Mroziewicz for the skill and dedication with which
he presided over our Committee last yeer.

The international pelitical horizon appears to have brightened over the
.past few years. The wecrld has moved from the shackles of the cold war into a
new era that is marked by some positive and brighter developments. It is an
era that has presented us with new opportunities to strengthen international
and regional peace, security and stability through disarmament, nucleas
non-proliferation and confidence-building measures, even though we face many

old, and some new, problems at both regional and global levels.
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The importance of disarmament, nuclear non-proliferation and
confidence-building for the maintenance of international and regional peace
and security cannot be overemphasized. Foremost in this regard is the
objective of a comprehensive programme of disarmament at the global and
regional levels. Pakistan has welcomed the agreement between the United
States and the Russian Federation, which will result in drastically reducing
their strategic nuclear arsenals. These far-reaching agreements have had a
highly salutary effect on the overall international-security énvironment. Yet
in the prevailing unsettled conditions there is a pressing need for further
reductions leading to the eventual complete elimination of nuclear weapons.
The atmosphere is conducive to this, and the goals are no longer seen as
unattainable.

Pending the achievement of global nuclear disarmament, the nuclsar-weapon
States are under an obligation toc assure the non-nuclear-weapon States against
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. Isn our view, security assiirances
to non-nuclear-weapon States should be without qualification, not subject to
divergert or far-fetched interpretations and uxlimited in scope, application
and duration. In the propitious climate that prevails today, with the end of
the cold war. there can be no reason why such assurances cannot be extended to
the non-nuclear-weapon States unconditionally and in a legally biadiung
manner. My delegatiocn will be submitting a draft resolution again this year,
and we look forward to concrete subsequent progress in the Conference on
Disarmament on this particular issue.

An imperative and vital objective of nuclear disarmament is the
acceptance by all States of a permanent ban on nuclear-weapon testing im all

environments and for all timés. Pakistan has lent its full support to the
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initiative to convert the partial test-ban Treaty into a comprehensive
test-ban treaty. Meanwhile, it i3 our view that the cenclusion of
nuclear-test-ban agreements among regional States in various parts of the
world would not only act &8s a major confidence-building measure but also
facilitate the conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban treaty.

Glcbal and regional approaches to disarmament complement each other and
should be pursued simultanecusly to promote regional and international peace
and security. The Declaration issued at the conclusion of the tenth Summit
Conference of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Jakarta in
September this year, commends the regional approach in these words:

“The Heads of State or Government recognized that security problems are

region-specific and are best addressed within an appropriate regional

context.”

For a large number of States, perceived threats to their security and the
need for military preparedness are primarily connected with the conditions
obtaining in their own regions. Threat perceptions and security corncerns, in
certain regards, vary from region to region. A regional approach thus offers
the most realistic way to registsr meaningful progress towards disarmament.
My delegation is pleased to note that this approach is steadily gaining
ground, as evidenced by the overwhelming support for General Assembly
resolution 46/36 I, on regional disarmament., which was submitted by Pakistan
at the Assembly's forty-sixth session. That resolution was adopted by an
overwhelming majority last year, and we hope that the one submitted this year
on the same subject will get even wider support, and that it will pave the way

towards concrete action in this particuiar field.
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Pskistan believes that a process of rsgional arms control zould envisage
the following: steps to build mutu2l trust and confidence; efforts to resclwe
an{tstnnding disputes and to claar up misunderstandings; endeavours to
establish a mutually acceptable military equilibrium between the regional
States, which could be achieved, jnter alia, through remunciation of certain
types of advanced weapons, agrsed ceilings oan conventional forces and the
creation of frlly or partially demilitarized zones on lznd, sea and in the
air; and establishment of mechanisms that could facilitate disarmasment and
security initiatives and develop new approaches to ba dAiscussed and formulate
concrete steps to bs undertaken.

Pakistan remains co.aitted to the cbjactive of nuclear non-proliferation
maasures, wnich we believe can gain universal credibility and acceptance if
their scope and applications are comprehensive and non.-discriuinatcty. That
precondition applies as much to nuclear non-proliferation as it doazs to the
endeavours to coptrol the spread of medium- and long-range missziles.

In view of the renewed attention that is currently being focused on the
dangers of nuclear proliferation. we should like to reiterate once again our
willingness to accept anmy eguitable a2nd ron-discriminstory regime to help in
keeping South isiz free of nuclear weapons. Pakistan has, over thes years,
made a aumber of proposals aimed at the atti#inment of this cbjective,
incinding the astablishment of 2 nuclesar-weapon-free zone in South Asia. This
proposal has been repestedly endorsed by the General Asssably since 1974 and
is steadily gaining support, as was evidenced at the forty-sizth sesgion. We
will submit our draft resolution om this subject again this year and hops that
it will receive the endorsement of an overvhelming majority., leading to

complete unapimity on this particular matter.
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In June 1991 the Prime Minister of Pakistan proposed the convening of
five-nation consultations betweer the United States, the Rus::6 -~ “sdaration
and China, on the one hand, and India and Pakistan, on the other, t( ensure
nuclear non-proliferation in the South Asian region. The Prime Minister also
propossd to India bilateral or regional arrangements for the total prohibition
of ail weapons of mass destruction in South Asia &nd for mutual and balanced
reduction of forces consistent with the principle of squal and undiminished
security at the lowest level of armament. We are encouraged By the positive
rasponse to those proposals by many countries of the world. W¥e hope that
India will also respond positively, particularly to the proposal for five-
nation consultations for a nuclear non-proliferation regime in South Asia,

Our proposals reflect our genuine desire that the South Asian countries
should concentrate their efforts on economic development through the diversion
of resources currently allocated to armaments, in order to confront the
non-military threats of underdevelopment, poverty., food scarcity. resource

depletion and severe environmental degradation.
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Pakistan remains convinced of the utility and importance eof confidence-
building measures for defusing tensions, promoting arms control and
disarmament, strengthening regional and international peace and security,
resolving outstanding disputes and developing mutually bensficial and friendly
relations between States.

Ian the South Asian context, Pakistan has been working to promote a
climate of peace and stability throughk the adoption of confidence-building
measures and the peaceful resolution of outstanding disputes. In August this
year, in pursuance of these efforts, Pakistan signed with India a joimt
Daclaration on the complete prohibition of the development, productioa,
acquisition or use of chemical weapons. We have also exchanged with India the
instruments of ratification pertaiaing to the agrsemeants on advance
notification of military exercises, manoeuvres and troop movements and on the
prevention of air-space violations. Pursuant to an sgrsement betwsen Pakistan
and India not to attack each other's nuclear facilities, we exchanged lists of
these nuclear facilities with India on 1 January 1992.

Pakistan fully adheres to the objectives of the draft Convéention on the
prohibition of chemical weapons, which has been transmitted to the General
Assembly by the Conference on Disarmament. We completely share the resolve of
the international community to banish for ever thesé horrendous instruments of
warfare. However, the draft Conventicn containz some provisions hh;ph cause
us concern. It remains our hope that these shortcomings will be redressed to
ensure universal adherence to this important document.

Pakistan fully supports the concept of tramsparency in armaments, so long
as this simultaneously and comprehemsively takes inte account all its related

and integrally linked aspects and helps in enhancing confidence among States,
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particularly at the regional level, with the ultimate objective of epsuring
the equal and undiminished security of States at the lowest level of
armaments.

The accumulation of armaments in various regions of the world is the
result of a number of factors: unresolved territorial disputes, denial of the
right of self-determination, ambitions for regional hegemony Ly States that
are militarily more significant, and foreign occupation and military
intervention.

One of the most important issues to be addressed by the international
community is, therefore, the peaceful resclution of outstanding conflicts and
disputes. Only thus can proposals for transparency in armaments succeed in
their essential objective, and the process of regional and international peace
and gsecurity be streagthened. Transparency is not an erd in itself,

Arms-control measures which are partial, which address only selected
aspects of what is essentially an issue with many aspecta, or which are
discriminatory in nature or unbalanced in the treatment of different eiements,
cannot be implemented successfully. This is particularly true of measures
that focua on transparency in international arms transfers, while relegating
to a different plane of relative indifference egually importaat issues such as
the indigenous arms-production capabilities of States, existing stockpiles of
weapoas Or the transfer of armaments technolegy.

Many smail and medium-sized States, lacking indigenous defence-production
capabilities, have no choice but to depend upon the irternationzl transfer of
arms to meet their essential security requirements. In some cases, they
perceive threats to their security emanating from States with large indigenocus

defence-production capabilities. We sincerely hope that efforts will continue
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to ensure that the scope of the arms-transfer Register is éxpanded to IHciluie
all these widely sharsd concerns.

The wide disparity between the armaments expenditures of militarily
strong States and other States cammot be justified. Reductions in silitévy
budgets, therefors, should be initiated by those States which possdas livge
military arsenals and capabilities. In efforts to reduce military
expenditures, due comsideration must be given to the security concerns of
small and vulnerable States.

Recently, at the teath non-aligned Summit in Jaksrta, the Prime Ninister
of Pakistan proposed that the littoral and hinteriand States of the Indian
Ocean should meet to deliberate upon the conditions pravailing in the Iadian
Ocean region and to agree upon measures to preserve and promote ragional psace
and stability. Such 2 conferemce would, in our view, complement the efforts
being made within the framework of the Ad Hoc Committes on the Indian Oceam &0
establish a zone of pease in the Indian Ocean regiocz. We hope it will bhe
possible to hold the proposed conference of littoral mad hinterland States of
the Indian Ocean in the near future.

The deployment of wezpons based in space and directed against objects in
space or oun Earth is a matter of serious zoncern. The increasimy danger of
military uses of outer space as a result of scientific and technological
advance leads us to believe that the existing iegal regime imposing some
restrictions on the military uses of outer space is not snough to prevent an
arms race in outer space. It is important to strengthen the existisng legal
rorms and to supplement them with new rules, so that outer space is reserved
only for peaceful purposes. In this context, greater transpareancy in the
activities of the space Powers would serve as an important cenfidence-building

measure.
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The use of space-based remcte-semsing aad surveillance techaigess Today
offers 3 unique opportunity for momitoring disarmament agres sats. This
emliqmmhmmluinmmiuofafﬁmml:
advanced States. We believe that thess tachaiguss shoald be mode available to
all countries on an equal and moa-discrimiastory basis through aa appropridte
internaticnal ianstitutioz.

In our view, the United Matioms is the ideal forma for discossing and
thrashing out disarmament and security-building acaswres. IT cam 2iso act a3
a catalyst ir the reaim of regiomal dis: - wmest by escouraging Iadividesl
States through its advisory role.

The dawn of 2 new ¢ra has provided us with sew opportusities Co beiid a
strong edifice for the maintenance of intersatiosal psace aad secerity. hile
the collapse of the bipolar systsa will aot in itzelf esswre Fust and durabie
internaticnal peace, it has neverthesless cpemed =p wew wistas Zor beilding &
new international order which is just., equitadle. progresiive asd based om the
principles of the Uzited Natioss Charter. particalarly the peisciples of
soveseign equality, son-iaterferemce and the peaceful settleomnt of &isputes.
The end of the cold war has grextly isprowed the prospects for disormammat.
zon-proliferation and confidence building. whick st be purtesd on &
non-discriminatory basis. The rescurces released from dismrmanmt 3dasid be
devoted to the accslieratiom of eccaomic growth el the cwerall deweilogpewat of

developing countries.






