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The meetinu was called to order at 3.20 D.m.

AGEBDA ITEMS 47 TO 65 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE CN ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr. RASAPUTRAM (Sri Lanka): At the outset, Sir, let me congratulate

you on your election as Chairman of the First Committee at the forty-sixth

session of the General Assembly. Your diplomatic skills and vast experience

give us the assurance that you will guide the deliberations of the Committee

to a successful outcome at this time of progress for international peace and

security. The congratulations of the Sri Lanka delegation go also to the

other officers of the Committee. Let me also pay a tribute to the

Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Mr. Akashi, and to the

Committee's Secretary, Mr. Kherabi, for their work in the field of

disarmament. In addition, I should like to pledge our fullest support and

cooperation in all your work in this Committee.

Today, events are overtaking us so rapidly that we have to study their

implications for the establishment of peace and security in the world. The

event8 of last year* as well as those of this year, have left an indelible

mark in the annals of political history. The recent positive developments

have shown great promise in terms of creative thinking and in the unity of

resolve to achieve a stable international political arder. The success of the

diplomatic efforts of the United Nations to alleviate regional conflicts is

still fresh in our minds and encourages us to narrow our differences and

achieve our common objective.
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The  s ign i f i cant  changes  tha t  are  tak ing  place in  Eas tern  Europe  and  in

d e v e l o p i n g  coustries  w i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  t h r o u g h  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l

and  economic  fac tors  such  as  to  cause  in ternat iona l  concerns . The promising

developments observed so far must not be overshadowed by negative forces that

would  re tard  the  progress  ach ieved  in  the  var ious  f i e lds  o f  d i sarmament .  We

are  a l l  commit ted  to  s t r ic t  adherence  to  the  f ramework of  a  system tha t

ensures peace,  prosperity and the protec+ion  of  human values,  as  cal led for by

the United Nations Charter.

In  this context  i t  i s  gra t i fy ing  to  note  tha t  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  has

p l a y e d  a n  e f f e c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  i n  l a y i n g  a  f i r m

foundat ion  fo r  an  in ternat iona l  d i sarmament  s t ra tegy ,  which  wi l l  have  to  be

i m p l e m e n t e d  o n  a  c o l l e c t i v e  b a s i s  w i t h  s h a r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h e  G u l f  c r i s i s

has  ind ica ted  tha t  g loba l  secur i ty  depends  not  on  the  s tockpi le  o f  arms  bu t  on

a  complex  o f  po l i t i ca l  and  soc io-economic  fac tors . T h a t  p a r t n e r s h i p  i s

e s sent ia l  for  wor ld  secur i ty  was  demons tra ted  by  the  Gul f  war . In an

in terdependent  wor ld  a l l  na t ions  wi l l  have  to  re spec t  one  another  and  work  as

p a r t n e r s  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  l e a d  t o  i n s t a b i l i t y .

Today  we  are  puzz led  by  the  rap id  changes  tha t  are  tak ing  p lace  in  every

s p h e r e  o f  a c t i v i t y . In  such  a  s i tua t ion  our  a im shou ld  be  to  conso l ida te  the

ga ins  made  so  far  and  s t rengthen  the  in ternat iona l  invo lvement  in  a

cons truc t i ve  manner  so  a s  to  wi ths tand  any  unforeseeab le  reversa l s . There  i s

s t i l l  i n e r t i a  a n d  i n a c t i v i t y , m o t i v a t e d  b y  s h o r t - t e r m  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s

and the avoidance of concerted efforts to arrive at acceptable solutions, But

within a changing environment the developed countries are expected to provide

i m a g i n a t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p , b a c k e d  b y  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l , s o  a s  n o t  t o  a l l o w  a  r e t r e a t

from multilateralism. T h e  WCL o f  s o c i a l , po l i t i ca l  and  economic  connec t ions
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makes imperative, f o r  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  n e w  w o r l d  o r d e r ,  t h e

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a s  e q u a l  p a r t n e r s .

We are heartened by the fact  that  there is  a  new vdsion and a new trend

t o w a r d s  g l o b a l i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  s o l u t i o n s  t o  r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s

through  the  United Nat ions . Democratization  of  the  dec i s ion-making  process

based on expanded cooperation and mutual  understanding and respect  wil l  pave

the  way  for  g loba l  we l l -be ing  and  common secur i ty  w i th in  the  context  o f

interdependence among sovereign States. Sr i  Lanka ,  w i th  we l l -en trenched

democra t ic  t rad i t ions ,  p ledges  i t s  fu l l  suppor t  and  coopera t ion  in  working

t o w a r d s  g l o b a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  s t a b i l i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e l l - a c c e p t e d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f

democrat ic  d i scuss ions  and  negot ia t ions . When the going is good we must seize

the  favourab le  oppor tun i t i e s  and  bu i ld  on  them ra ther  than  a l lowing  s l ippages

to  occur , e v e n  i n a d v e r t e n t l y .

The nuclear issues and the stockpil ing of such weapons even though a

nuc lear  war  i s  non-v iab le  t end  to  haunt  u3. The  acqu i s i t ion  by  an  increas ing

number  o f  S ta tes  of  t echn ica l  capab i l i ty  for  the  product ion  o f  nuc lear  weapons

causes  us  grave  concern . The nuclear arms race, b o t h  i n  i t s  q u a l i t a t i v e

a s p e c t  a n d  o n  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  s i d e ,  c a n n o t  b e  s a i d  t o  b e  o v e r ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e

ac t ion  mus t  be  taken  to  end  tha t  compet i t ion . The  i s sue  o f  the  nuc lear -arms

race  and  nuc lear  d i sarmament  has  to  be  g iven  h ighes t  pr ior i ty ,  w i th  a  v iew to

end ing  the  te s t ing  and  bu i ld ing  up  of  nuc lear  weapons , Though some progress

has  been  made  in  the  reduct ion  o f  r.uclear ar sena l s ,  par t i cu lar ly  through  the

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START), more and determined efforts  are

r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o d u c e  a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  s a t i s f y i n g  r e s u l t s .

We are encouraged by the negotiat ions and agreements reached between the

Uni ted  Sta tes  and  the  Sov ie t  Union  on  the  reduct ion  o f  s t ra teg ic  arme. The
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most  recent  Uni ted  Sta tes  ac t ion , a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  S o v i e t  r e a c t i o n  t h e r e t o ,  w i t h

regard  to  the  e l iminat ion  o f  shor t - range  nuc lear  weapons  and  the  remova l  o f

nuc lear  mi s s i l e s  f rom warsh ips  w i l l  pave  the  way  for  a  pos i t i ve  response  f rom

a l l  n u c l e a r - p o w e r  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  wcrk t o w a r d s  t h e  d e s i r e d

o b j e c t i v e  o f  a  n u c l e a r - f r e e  w o r l d . However, i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g

for  improv ing  the  qua l i ty  o f  nuc lear  weapons , o n l y  l i m i t e d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a r e

of fered  by  the  conc lus ions  reached  by  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  and  the  Sov ie t  Union

re la t ing  to  the  peacefu l  nuc lear  exp los ion  Trea ty  and  the  thresho ld  te s t -ban

Treaty . The nuclear-weapon-test  ban has  been on the agenda of  this  Committee

for  a  long  per iod , and  the  Genera l  Assembly  has  repeated ly  urged  a l l  S ta tes  to

d i s c o n t i n u e  a l l  t e s t  e x p l o s i o n s  o f  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s . We are f irmly convinced

that  a  comprehens ive  ban  on  nuc lear -weapon  te s t s  i s  a  mat te r  of  the  h ighes t

p r i o r i t y . The Ad Hoc Committee on a Nuclear Test Ban has done some

subs tant ive  work,  but  the  expecta t ions  remained  low even  f rom the  very  s tar t ,

and the problems could not  be ful ly overcome even at  the en&. The

re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee by the Conference on Disarmament next

year wil l  represent  a  forward-looking approach in the spiri t  of compromise and

f e a s i b i l i t y  a n d  w i l l .  t a k e  u s  o n  t h e  p a t h  t o  great.er prcgress.

To achieve success in our efforts  we must  be aware that  current events

f u l l y  e n d o r s e  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d e t e r r e n c e  h a s  l o s t  i t s  c r e d i b i l i t y

and  re levance  and  tha t  vo mus t  avo id  be ing  doctr ina i re  in  our  a s ser t ions  and

hold ing  be l i e f s  wh ich  have  no  re levance  to  rea l i ty .

There  CMI a lways  be  d i f ferences  o f  op in ion  on  the  methods  o f  arr iv ing  a t

a  n u c l e a r - t e s t  b a n ,  b u t  a l l  a r e  a g r e e d  t h a t  a  n u c l e a r - t e s t  b a n  i s  d e s i r a b l e  t o

p r e v e n t  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  b y  c o u n t r i e s . A gradual

approach to this  issue could create new loopholes  and more problems. The
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issues relating to a comprehensive test  ban must necessari ly be al l- inclusive,

wi th  regard  to  ver i f i ca t ion  and  compl iance  and  the  f ina l  cu lminat ion  o f  a

treaty. The Conference to amend the partial  test-ban Treaty opened the door

f o r  f u t u r e  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  n e g o t i a t i o n s ; b u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  l o o m

l a r g e  c a n n o t  b e  s e t t l e d  u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  n e g o t i a t e d  a n d  purposefully

conducted through the creation of  awareness among the people,  that  is ,  through

wel l - in formed  pub l i c  op in ion .

Recent ly  a  very  succes s fu l  seminar  was  he ld  in  Vienna  on

c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g  m e a s u r e s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  a l l  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s . We have to

t a k e  u r g e n t  s t e p s  t o  i n t e n s i f y  o u r  e f f o r t s  b y  s t r e n g t h e n i n g

c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  s o  a s  t o  p r e v e n t  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d

m i s c a l c u l a t i o n s  t h a t  m i g h t  l e a d  t o  i r r e v e r s i b l e  m i l i t a r y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n . T h i s

b a l a n c e  o f  a r m a m e n t s  h a s  t o  b e  a c h i e v e d  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  p o s s i b l e  l e v e l .  I f

in format ion  on mil i tary  capab i l i t i e s  and  pred ic tab i l i ty  and  openness  in

m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e , t h a t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e d u c e

m i l i t a r y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n , t h e r e b y  a c h i e v i n g  a  r e a l i s t i c  r e d u c t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y

budget s . The Stockholm Document on Confidence and Security Building Measures

and Disarmament and the views expressed at the Vienna Seminar have encouraged

nat ions  to  seek  grea ter  openness  in  regard  to  mi l i tary  spending ,  thus

increas ing  the  e lements  o f  t rus t  be tween  Sta tes .

T h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  c a u s e  o f  m i l i t a r y  o p e n n e s s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a  d r a s t i c

r e d u c t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  b u d g e t s . T h o s e  t r i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  t h a t  a r e  u s e d  t o

b o l s t e r  d e f e n c e , sometimes against  an imaginary enemy, could well  be utilized

t o  r e l e a s e  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  g l o b a l  d e v e l o p m e n t . We are aware

that  the  heavy  budget  de f ic i t s  o f  l arge  countr ie s  have  caused  imbalances  in

the  wor ld  economic  s i tua t ion . They are f inanced from the  sav ings  o f  o ther
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c o u n t r i e s , t h u s  r e d u c i n g  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  t o  s t e p  u p

their production process. %rmament e x p e n d i t u r e s  h a v e  c r o s s e d  t h e  borrndary o f

r e a s o n a b l e  s u f f i c i e n c y . In the developing countries  armament expenditures

have  been  kept  up  to  f ight  terror i sm and  to  prov ide  secur i ty  for  the  large

bu lk  o f  the  popula t ion . P o v e r t y  i s  t h e  r o o t  c a u s e  o f  t e n s i o n . The

e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  p o v e r t y ,  t h e r e f o r e , has to be given top priority by the

in ternat iona l  communi ty , o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s h a r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t o  e n a b l e  t h e

d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  p o v e r t y  t r a p . P o v e r t y - a l l e v i a t i o n

programmes wil l  help the productive use of  resources to enhance development

capac i ty  so  tha t  re sources  are  not  was ted  on  unnecessary  de fence

expendi tures . T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  r e d u c e d  l e v e l s  o f  m i l i t a r y  s p e n d i n g  i n

developing countries  would enable them to f inance their  programmes for

sus ta inab le  deve lopment  and  enhance  the i r  s tand ing  as  regards  rece iv ing

i n c r e a s e d  f o r e i g n  s a v i n g s . I n c r e a s e d  f o r e i g n  s a v i n g s  t o  m e e t  t h e  f i n a n c i a l

needs  fo r  the  deve lopment  of  deve lop ing  countr ie s  w i l l  have  to  be  cons idered

in the context of demands made by Eastern Europe, t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  cf

countr ie s  a f fec ted  by  the  Gul f  cr i s i s  and  the  reduct ion  o f  unbearab le  debt

burdens. The  so-ca l led  peace  d iv idend  resu l t ing  f rom the  reduct ion  o f

military expenditures cdn satisfy all these demands and even more, in addition

to  the  ongo ing  process  o f  the  f low of  re sources . A l l  e s t i m a t e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t

a l l  the  compet ing  demands  can  be  met  by  a  reduct ion  o f  mi l i tary  expendi tures

by  a l l  countr ie s  a f ter  money  i s  re leased  to  meet the  budgetary  imbalancss

w i t h i n  t h o s e  c o u n t r i e s , Disarmament and deveiopment are so intertwined that

any artificial attempt to separate them will only perpetuate the disparities

and cause regional and subregional tension and insecurity, the result mainly

of  lack  o f  deve lopment .
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Acqui s i t ion  o f  weapons  by  Sta tes  has  been  more  for  secur i ty  reasons  than

for  in tended  aggres s ion . This  seems to fol low the old adage: i f  you  want

p e a c e ,  p r e p a r e  f o r  w a r .  T h e r e  a r e , n o  d o u b t ,  t h r e a t s  a g a i n s t  s e c u r i t y ,  a n d

t h e  p r i c e  o f  p e a c e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e t e r n a l  v i g i l a n c e . I t  i s  n o t  b y  a c t i o n s  o n

the  par t  o f  one  ind iv idua l  S ta te  or  group  o f  Sta tes  tha t  peace  can  be  secured

in  the  wor ld . Peace  and  secur i ty  wi l l  have  to  be  cons truc ted  and  s t rengthened

o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c a l  c h o i c e  a n d  w e l l - d e c l a r e d

i n t e n t i o n s  t o  a c h i e v e  c o n s e n s u s . Str ic t  adherence  to  the  Uni ted  Nat ions

C h a r t e r  i s  b a s i c  t o  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  a  t h r e a t  t o  s e c u r i t y . However, when

s o m e  c o u n t r i e s  d e v e l o p  a  c o m p l e x  o f  m i l i t a r y  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  t e n d

t o  h e i g h t e n  t h e  t e n s i o n s  a g a i n s t ,  a n d  t h r e a t  t o ,  p e a c e .

The Gulf  War has taught us  many important  lessons. O n e  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e

utiridled t r a n s f e r  o f  a r m s , w h i c h  b y  i t s e l f  i s  a  h i g h l y  d i s t u r b i n g

phenomenon. A r m s  t r a n s f e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  r e g i o n s  o f  c o n f l i c t  a n d  t o

terrorist  groups,  have caused immense human suffering in uprooting people and

in  carry ing  out  an  orgy  o f  se l f -des t ruc t ion  among  na t ions . We have always

suppor ted  ac t ion  by  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  in  th8 s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a r m s  t r a n s f e r s ,

We are  aware  tha t  some of  the  deve lop ing  countr ie s  can  i l l  a f ford  the  bu i ld -up

o f  m i l i t a r y  a r s e n a l s  a n d  c a p a b i l i t i e s . But the arms manufacturers  add to

the i r  prob lems  by  ac t i ve ly  promot ing  such  sa le s . More and more small  nat ions

a r e  g e t t i n g  e m b r o i l e d  i n  s e r i o u s  c o n f l i c t s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  f r e e  a r m s  t r a n s f e r s

t o  t e r r o r i s t  g r o u p s , and  are  thereby  den ied  the  ab i l i ty  to  progres s

economically, s o c i a l l y  a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y . T h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  s u b m i t t e d  t o

t h e  F i r s t  C o m m i t t e e  i n  t h e  p a s t  c a l l i n g  f o r  a  h a l t  t o  t h e s e  d e s t r u c t i v e

t rans fers  have  not  found  adequate  suppor t  for  concre te  ac t ion . Unres t ra ined

a r m s  t r a n s f e r s  t o  v a r i o u s  t e r r o r i s t  g r o u p s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u b n a t i o n a i  t e r r o r i s t
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e lements  f inanced  by  drug  t ra f f i ck ing  and  o ther  i l l ega l  means ,  where  the

p r o f i t  m o t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  n a t i o n s  h a d  b e e n  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e ,

have  added  to  the  ex i s t ing  soc io-economic  problems  o f  deve lop ing  countr ie s .

Their development incentives and capitai formation have been destroyed by

i rregu lar  groups  tha t  have  i l l ega l ly  acqu ired  arms . I n  c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s ,

t h e s e  t e r r o r i s t  g r o u p s  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i n k s ,  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f

reg iona l  and  subreg iona l  secur i ty  and  peace .

I t  i s  important  tha t  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  shou ld  superv i se  both  the

product ion  and  the  t rans fer  o f  arms . The  t ransparency  tha t  i s  demanded  wi l l

enhance confidence-building measures in the f ield of  disarmament. The study

under  the  ausp ices  o f  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  on  in ternat iona l  arms  t rans fer s  w i l l

p r o v i d e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f

m u l t i l a t e r a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  c o n s e n s u s  a b o u t  t h e  u r g e n t  n e e d  f o r

the  prevent ion  o f  an  arms  race . T h e  s e a r c h  f o r  a  s o l u t i o n  r e m a i n s  e l u s i v e  a s

long  as  th i s  ques t ion  i s  no t  moulded  in to  the  urgent ly  needed  pr ior i ty

programmes of  the United Nations. We have  to  take  concrete  ac t ion  in  the

time-bound programme, w i t h  u n i t y  o f  r e s o l v e , so  tha t  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  can

remain  v ig i lan t  and  sa feguard  secur i ty  for  the  promot ion  o f  human wel fare .

Towards this  end, as  an  in ternat iona l  measure  des igned  to  curb  t rans fer s

of  conventional  armaments, Sr i  Lanka  suppor t s  a  un iversa l  and

non-d i scr iminatory  Uni ted  Nat ions  reg i s ter  o f  convent iona l  arms  t rans fer s  in

a l l  t h e i r  a s p e c t s . I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t , Sri  Lanka is  encouraged by the

Secre tary-Genera l ' s  s ta tement  tha t :

" I f  a p p l i e d  f a i r l y  t o , and worked out in concert by,  arms suppliers  and

r e c i p i e n t s  a l i k e , a  r e g i s t e r  w o u l d  f o s t e r  a  c l i m a t e  t h a t  i s  c o n d u c i v e  t o

vo luntary  res t ra in t  and  mo.ce respons ih le  behav iour ."  (A/46 /1 ,  D, 12)
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A+ a State party to both the Geneva Protocol of 1925 and the biological

lm8pomB Convention of 1972, Sri Lanka notes with satisfaction that the

recentlp concluded Third Review Conference of the Parties to the biological

ueapans Convention was able to produce a progressive final declaration, which

will ne doubt strengthen the credibility of the Convention.

Motivated by the recent global developments, tha States parties, in the

eour8e of their review exercise, emphatically reflected upon the vital need to

pursue concerted and constructive international measures to eliminate the

threat of the use of all weapons of mass destruction in general, and of

biological and toxin weapons in particular, as well as the threat of their

proliferation, both vertical and horizontal.

In the Final Declaration. the States parties reaffirmed their belief that

univereal adherence to the Convention would enhance international peace and

S8Cldtp. One of the major achievements of the Conference is the agreement by

tbe States parties for further improvement and expansion of the existing

confidence-building measures on the basis of multilateral cooperation. The

decirfon  of the States parties to set up an ad hoc group of governmental

experts to identify and examine the potential verification measures from a

scientific end technical standpoint is another significant outcome of the

Confsreace  towerds the effective implementation and reinforcement of the

Co8veation. On the whole, the solemn Declaration, as well as the operative

l Uments of the Final Document of the Conference, provides several new

initiatives, including multilateral mechanisms for implementing the provisions

of the biologicef, weapons Convention. What is imperative now is the political

will of the States parties and accession to the Convention by the States

een-perties without delay.



BHS/MO A/C.1/46/PV.6
14

(Mr.Rssaautram.1

We are  opt imis t i c  tha t  negot ia t ions  on  the  chemica l  weapons  convent ion

wil l  be completed by the end of  1992. The  bu lk  o f  the  “ techn ica l

infrastructure** of  the  convent ion  has  been  es tab l i shed  and  the  remain ing

i s s u e s  i m p i n g e  o n  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  w h e r e  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  c o m p r o m i s e  w i l l

remain uppermost. The direction of the movement towards an agreement enhances

o u r  o p t i m i s m ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  b y  tb? P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d

Sta tes  announc ing  the  mos t  progres s i ve  s teps  towards  facilitat.ng a  consensus

on  the  main  proh ib i t ion  o f  the  convent ion , cover ing  the  ent i re  chemica l

weapons cycle, inc lud ing  the  uncondi t iona l  des t ruc t ion  of  chemica l -weapon

s tocks  wi th in  a  spec i f ied  t ime- frame.

There  i s  no  d i sagreement  a s  regards  the  need  to  main ta in  un iversa l i ty  as

the  u l t imate  ob jec t ive  in  the  implementa t ion  o f  the  convent ion . The need to

impose an uncondit ional  and comprehensive ban on the entire chemical  weapons

c y c l e  r e q u i r e s  t h e  maintenance  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n

i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  i t s  n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  a n d  m u l t i l a t e r a l  c h a r a c t e r .

The chemical weapons convention will be a unique instrument in terms of

b o t h  i t s  i n t r u s i v e n e s s  a n d  i t s  c o v e r a g e  o f  c i v i l i a n  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y .  I n

t h i s  r e s p e c t , every care  shou ld  be  taken  not  to  p lace  heavy  burdens  o f  a

d i scr iminatory  na ture  on  the  smal ler  countr ie s  under  the  ver i f i ca t ion  reg ime.

We are  fu l ly  aware  tha t  ver i f i ca t ion  env i sages  the  bu i ld -up  o f  a  broad-based

informat ion  sys tem suppl ied  by  the  countr ie s  themse lves . Evidsntly  a  l a r g e

major i ty  o f  the  potent ia l  S ta tes  par t ie s  would  be  countr ie s  which  have  never

had Ch8miCal weapons nor would they ever have the intention of  acquiring

t .lem . T h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  b u r d e n  o f  t h e  con*.pention c a n  f a l l  h e a v i l y  o n  t h e m  i f

the  bas ic  requ irements  impose  heavy  f inanc ia l  cos t s  and  resource  cons tra in t s .
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It has  been  argued ,  par t i cu lar ly  by  Argent ina ,  tha t  the  ver i f i ca t ion

regime should remain commercial ly neutral  and the need to avoid a dual  regime

for  c iv i l  chemica l  t rade  once  the  convent ion  comes  in to  force . V e r i f i c a t i o n

measures  and the ir  implementa t ion  through  the  l ega l  channe l s ,  in  respec t  of

both  na t iona l  and  in ternat iona l  ver i f i ca t ion  and  the  economic  impl ica t ions  o f

poss ib le  dua l  reg imes , can  push  the  smal ler  countr ie s  in to  a  pos i t ion  in  which

t h e y  h a v e  t o  l e g i s l a t e  f o r  e v e r y  e v e n t u a l i t y , The importance of  avoiding

s i tua t ions  by  which  the  convent ion  makes  i t  ob l iga tory  to  incur  heavy

f inanc ia l  burdens  d i spropor t ionate  to  the  s i ze  o f  the  prob lem need  hard ly  be

s t r e s s e d .

We are  conf ident  tha t  the  chemica l  weapons  Convent ion  wi l l  be  a  rea l i ty

very soon. We are aware that  the threat  of  the use of  chemical  weapons and

t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  m a s s  d e s t r u c t i o n  a r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  u s e

neither deterred nor influenced the outcome of  the Gulf  War. T h i s  i s  a n

e y e - o p e n e r  f o r  a l l  o f  u s , so  we  can  focus  our  a t ten t ion  on  o ther  pr ior i ty

areas where weapons of  mass destruction,  including nuclear weapons,  pose a

t h r e a t  t o  s u r v i v a l . We have to seize this  opportunity to move away from

i n e r t i a  a n d  t o  t a k e  a n  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  c l a s s  o f

weapons of  mass destruction.

Sr i  Lanka  remains  commit ted  to  the  conc lus ion  of  the  convent ion  a t  the

e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e  d a t e . My Government is  act ively considering becoming an

o r i g i n a l  s i g n a t o r y  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  w h e n  i t  i s  r e a d y  f o r  s i g n a t u r e  u p o n  i t s

conc lus ion .

In  mat ters  re la t ing  to  outer  space  we  s t i l l  have  a  long  way  to  go .

Regrettably, the ad hoc committee on outer space has no negotiat ing mandate.
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Outer space, as a common heritage of mankind, h a s  t o  b e  p r o t e c t e d  a n d  u t i l i s e d

f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l .

M u l t i l a t e r a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  n o t  o n l y  e s s e n t i a l  b u t  a l s o  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  f o r

tha t  purpose . The  peacefu l  u se  o f  cu ter  space  has  brought  the  wor ld  together

and  made  i t  a  g loba l  v i l l age . Rapid advancement of  science and technology has

n o t  o n l y  i m p r o v e d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  o n  t h i s  p l a n e t  b u t  h a s  a l s o  l e d  t o  t h e

development of  new kinds of  arms, T h i s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  o f

f rus t ra t ion  among  a  ma jor i ty  o f  S ta tes  a s  the  expecta t ions  for  progress  in  the

prevention of  an arms race in outer space have become more and more elusive.

Sr i  Lanka ,  in  co l labora t ion  wi th  Egypt  and  Venezue la ,  has  sponsored  a  dra f t

reso lu t ion  a imed  a t  prevent ing  an  extens ion  o f  the  arms  race  to  outer  space .

Last  year we made some progress  in that  we were able to submit  one draft

r e s o l u t i o n  o n  o u t e r  s p a c e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  c o n s t r u c t i v e  ane p r o d u c t i v e

consu l ta t ions  and  negot ia t ions  wi th  o ther  groups .
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The Ad Hoc Committee in 1991 made useful progress as a result of the

efforts made by Ambassador Moritan of Argentina. We note that the conclusions

adopted by consensus included improved elements. But the international

community has not been able to take forward-looking measures to move towards

the goal of achieving an international convention to prevent the arms race

being extended to outer space. Sri Lanka will continue to co-operate fully

with other delegations, in particular with Eqypt and Veneauela, in submitting

to the First Committee a resolution relating the position taken last year. We

hope that all other delegations will support a single resolution so that we

can work towards our common goal by cutting down the foliage that blocks our

visgon. There is lot of work to be done, both in New York and in Geneva, both

in confidence-building measures and in the achievement of greater transparency

and openness in the area covered by outer space. We believe that progress can

be achieved, both bilaterally and multilaterally, by focusing on elements of

common interest and on those that require urgent action. The Sri Lanka

delegation will actively collaborate with other delegations in developing the

work done so far so as to make it more useful in the future.

Finally, we are happy to note that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian

Ocean as a Zone of Peace has completed its work. It now remains for the

Ad Hoc Committee to harmonize views on certain sections of the preparatory

work prior to the holding of the Conference in Colombo in 1993. In the light

of the changed and improved world situation there is an inexorable need for

all Members to redouble their interest and efforts in making this Conference a

success, For the establishment of a peace zone in the Indian Ocean region, it

is essential that the international community without any reservations convene

the Colambo Conference to give added impetu8 to disarmament initiativea. We



urge the participation and cooperation of  the permanent members of  the

Secur i ty  Counc i l  and  the  ma jor  mar i t ime  users  o f  the  Ind ian  Ocean  in  th i s

endeavour  for  the  sake  o f  peace ,  secur i ty  and  duvelopment. Sr i  Lanka  wi l l

s p o n s o r  a  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d , W e  a r e  h o p e f u l  t h a t  t h i s  d r a f t

r e s o l u t i o n  w i l l  e n j o y  t h e  f u l l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  C o m m i t t e e .

b-&Q (Finland) t I t  i s  a  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  f o r  m e ,  S i r ,  t o  j o i n

prev ious  speakers  in  we lcoming  very  warnly  your  e lec t ion  to  the  cha i rmansh ip

of  th i s  Commit tee . Tha  delegat!on of  F in land  i s  conv inced  tha t  under  your

s tewardsh ip  the  Commit tee  wi l l  dea l  w i th  i t s  impor tant  agenda  product i ve ly  and

e x p e d i t i o u s l y .

I  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  a l s o  t o  record o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r

Under-Secretary-General  Akashi  and his  achievements. As  d e s c r i b e d  i n  h i s

s ta tement  to the Committee yesterday, the Department for Disarmament Affairs

i s  p lay ing  an  increas ing ly  impor tant  role in  advanc ing  our  common cause  -

disarmament. The enhanced role of  tho Dopartment is  in no small  measure due

t o  M r .  Akashi’s e n e r g e t i c  a n d  s k i l f u l  l e a d e r s h i p .

T h e r e  i s  a n  i n s t r u c t i v e  s t o r y  b y  D r . Seuss of a North-going Zax and a

South-going Zax who met in the prairie of  Prax. The  two  Zares  got  in to  a  long

and stubborn argument over who should givo way. In  the  end ,  ne i ther  budged

and the world passed them by.

I  a m  a f r a i d  t h a t ,  i n  the p a s t , m u l t i l a t e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  h a v e  s o m e t i m e s

resembled  the  d ia logue  o f  the  two  Zaxes. To  the  de tr iment  o f  us  a l l ,  North

and South.

Today ,  the  wor ld  i s  d i f ferent . . Rea l  d i sarmament  i s  tak ing  p lace . More

di sarmament  i s  in  the  o f f ing . T h e  m i l i t a r y  p o s t u r e s  o f  y e s t e r y e a r  a r e
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cracking. Dangers are turning into risks. To the benefit of us all, North

and South.

Multilateral disarmament debate must reflect the vastness of change, the

new paradigm. The alternative is the fate of the two Saxes, that is,

irrelevance.

Finland welcomes the historic initiative by President Bush on nuclear

disarmament. Finland welcomes the equally historic response by

President Gorbachev to his initiative. The two largest nuclear arsenals will

be reduced and reorganized, to better suit a world where the United States and

the Soviet Union are no longer adversaries but countries in search of

cooperation. The cold war is truly over.

The removal of all short-range land-based nuclear forces from Europe will

enhance Europe's security. In our view, these steps are very much in keeping

with the cooperative security structures now emerging in Europe.

Major reductions in the Soviet Union's tactical nuclear weapons as well

as the creation of a single command for its strategic nuclear forces will help

strengthen international confidence in that Soviet nuclear forces will remain

in responsible hands even under conditions of widespread turbulence.

We welcome the assurances by Ukraine that nuclear weapons at present

deployed in its territory will be eliminated and that Ukraine does not seek to

possess any nuclear weapons of its own.

Finland has long expressed concern over the deployment in Arctic waters

of sea-based tactical nuclear weapons as well as their conventional

counterparts, especially low-flying cruise missiles. While not directed at

Finland, geography makes it so that, in a confrontation, such weapons could

threaten Finnish security. Finland has therefore a particular reason to
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welcome the reciprocal  steps to reduce nuclear deployment in our immediate

v i c i n i t y . They should be fol lowed by steps towards conventional  naval

disarmament.

We would  fee l  even  more  secure  i f  nuc lear  submar ine  pa tro l s  in  Arct ic

waters were reduced. A Chernobyl  at  sea would have devastat ing consequences.

The  un i la tera l  Sovie t  mora tor ium on  nuc iear-weapon  te s t s  l ikewise  has

p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  F i n l a n d . The Novaya Zemlya testing rlite, a mere

thousand kilometres from our borders, w i l l  r e m a i n  s i l e n t  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a  y e a r ,

W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  u r g e  t h a t  i t  r e m a i n  s i l e n t  f o r  e v e r . F in land  hopes  tha t  the

morator ium wi l l  spur  progres s  towards  a  comprehens ive  and  ver i f i ab le

nuc lear - te s t  ban  wor ld-wide .

Neither weapons of  mass destruction nor conventional  arms are any longer

i s sues  dominated  by  threa t  percept ions  in  the  Eas t -West  context . Indeed,

there is  no East-West context any more. That is  no cause for complacency,

however.

There  are  s t i l l  f ar  too  many  nuc lear  weapons  in  the  wor ld . In our view,

s t a b i l i t y  a n d  d e t e r r e n c e  c a n  b e  s e c u r e d  a t  m u c h  l o w e r  l e v e l s  o f  s t r a t e g i c

nuclear weapons. We applaud START and hope for i ts  early ratif ication.  We

also welcome Soviet  wil l ingness to go below START levels. START should be the

beg inn ing  o f  reduct ions ,  no t  the  end .

At t.he same t ime, t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r i s k  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y

posed  by  o ther  ar sena l s  than  the  t rad i t iona l  ones  i s  growing , T h a t  i s  n o

longer  an  op in ion  but  a  fac t . I raq ’ s  c landes t ine  pursu i t  o f  nuc lear  weapons

in  brazen  contravent ion  o f  i t s  t rea ty  ob l iga t ions  has  been  documented  by  the

1Jnited Nations Special  Commission, And Iraq may not be the only one. Only

the  one  tha t  got  caught .
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In  our  v iew,  the  growing  mul t ipo lar i ty  o f  nuc lear  and  o ther  l e tha l  r i sks

r e q u i r e s  m u l t i p l e , mutua l ly  suppor t i ve  approaches . Non-pro l i fera t ion ,

outr ight  proh ib i t ion  and  increased  t ransparency  are  such  approaches . .

F i r s t ,  n u c l e a r  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  e f f o r t s  m u s t  b e  p u r s u e d  w i t h  v i g o u r .

Secondly, a total  ban on chemical  weapons must be concluded as  an urgent

p r i o r i t y  a n d  e f f o r t s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  w e a p o n s  ConventJon  m u s t

cont inue . Th ird ly , conventional  weapons must  be accorded much more attention

t h a n  h i t h e r t o .

T h e  N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n  T r e a t y  (NPT) r e m a i n s  t h e  c e n t r e - p i e c e  o f  e f f o r t s  t o

ha l t  the  spread  o f  nuc lear  weapons . We welcome the accession of  new parties

t o  t h e  T r e a t y  t h i s  y e a r . T h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s h o u l d

he lp  rea l i zo  the  denuclearization  of  Afr ica  tha t  we ,  among  o thers ,  have  long

supported.

Finland welcomes the decis ions by China and France to join the Treaty in

p r i n c i p l e . With  the i r  access ion , which  we  hope  wi l l  t ake  p lace  soon ,  a l l  f i ve

nuc lear -weapon  Sta tes  w i l l  be  par t ie s . We also welcome the interest  that,

Argentina, Brazi l  and Chile  have shown in concluding safeguards agreements

with the International  Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

non-pro l i fera t ion  reg ime  can  on ly  prof i t  thereby .

F in land  ca l l s  on  those  few Sta tes  tha t  s t i l l  remain  out s ide  the  NPT to

j o i n  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e . We welcome the accession of  Lithuania and trust

tha t  our  other  two  Bal t i c  ne ighbours  wi l l  do  the  same, U n i v e r s a l i t y  o f

membership and early agreement on i ts  extension would do much to strengthen

the  Treaty .
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The  exper ience  wi th  Iraq  shows  tha t  s ign ing  on  the  dot ted  l ine  i s  no t

enough, however, The international  community needs the means to watch more

e f f e c t i v e l y  o v e r  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  corndtments. The

IAEA has  a  key  ro le  to  p lay  in  th i s  re spec t . In  F in land ’ s  v iew,  the  Agency

s h o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a n  e f f e c t i v e  o n - s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t y .  T h e

c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  s a f e g u a r d s  a g r e e m e n t s  i s  a t  s t a k e .

Conclusion of  a  safeguards agreement with the IAEA is  a legal  requirement

under the NPT. I t  i s  a l so  an  uncondi t iona l  requ irement . F in land  hopes  tha t

the Democratic People’s  Republic of  Korea, an NPT party s ince 1985,  wil l

comply  in  good  fa i th  with i t s  l ega l  ob l iga t ion  wi thout  any  more  de lay .

Non-proliferation effr>rts  must  be complemented by appropriate export

contro l s  and  in terna t iona l  coord ina t ion  o f  na t iona l  measures . We have

mainta ined  na t iona l  expor t  contro l s  for  a  long  t ime . Just  a  few days ago,

Finland applied for membership in the Missi le  Technology Control  Regime.  We

have also done so with regard to the Austral ia  Group which works to prevent

chemica l  weapons  pro l i fera t ion .

Chemical weapons negotiations at the Conference on Disarmament have

gathered momentum since May. Important issues remain but they are now being

addressed  wi th  de terminat ion . F i n l a n d  i s  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  a n  e f f e c t i v e l y

ver i f iab le  chemica l  weapons  Convent ion  wi l l  soon  become a  rea l i ty .

F o r  i t s  p a r t , Finland wil l  continue to work towards that  end by pursuing

C o n v e n t i o n - r e l a t e d  v e r i f i c a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  a n d  m a k i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  a v a i l a b l e  t o

the Conference on Disarmament. We wi l l  a l so  cont inue  to  t ra in  ana lys t s  f rom

deve lop ing  countr ie s  in  ver i f i ca t ion  methods  and  techn iques  necessary  for  the

e f f e c t i v e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  o n c e  i t  i s  i n  p l a c e .
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The Third Review Conference of  the biological  weapons Convention was a

s u c c e s s . I t  s t rengthened  the  Convent ion . Work on verif ication was at  long

l a s t  i n i t i a t e d . Confidence-building measures were improved and expanded.  We

are  par t icu lar ly  p leased  tha t  the  Rev iew Conference  endorsed  our  in i t i a t i ve

f o r  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  v a c c i n e  p r o d u c t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  n e w

conf idence-bu i ld ing  measures .

Europe, w h i c h  u s e d  t o  b e  c a s t i g a t e d  a s  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  w i t h  t h e  h e a v i e s t

concentra t ion  o f  arms , i s  r a p i d l y  s h e d d i n g  i t s  n o t o r i e t y . The Agreement on

Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, un i la tera l  pu l lbacks  and  conf idence-  and

security-building measures are shaping a new Europe.

The regional  approach to conventional  disarmament works. We be l ieve  that

the  European  exper ience  i s  re levant  to  concerns  in  o ther  reg ions . For

example, conf idence-bu i ld ing  measures , which are sometimes derided as marginal

compared to disarmament proper, have paved the way for actual  disarmament.

There  shou ld  be  no  reason  why  po l i t i ca l  w i l l  for  negot ia ted

confidence-building measures cannot be summoned in other regions when i t  could

be summoned in Europe - t h e n  b i t t e r l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  a n t a g o n i s t i c  b l o c s .

Globa l ly , a t  the  Uni ted  Nat ions , Member States  are only beginning to deal

wi th  the  i s sue  o f  convent iona l  weapons . I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  c l e a r

need  for  Sta tes  a s  we l l  a s  the i r  c i t i zens  to  know more  o f  what  i; go ing  on in

t h i s  a r e a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a r m s  t r a d e . F in land  there fore

welcomed the init iat ive for a study on ways and means of  promoting

transparency  in  in terna t iona l  t rans fer s  o f  convent iona l  arms  and  prov ided  an

e x p e r t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  i t s  p r a p a r a t i o n .

F i n l a n d  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  k e y  recommeni.ation  o f  t h e  s t u d y  - t h e

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  c f  a  u n i v e r s a l  a n d  n o n - d i s c i m i n a t o r y  r e g i s t e r  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
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arms transfers under United Nations management. In our view, t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o

se t  up  the  reg i s ter  shou ld  be  made  by  th i s  se s s ion  o f  the  Genera l  Assembly .

The  Uni ted  Nat ions  has  a  l arge  ro le  to  p lay  in  meet ing  the  cha l lenges  o f

the  new era  o f  in ternat iona l  d i sarmament  e f for t s . I t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e

the  mos t  representa t i ve  forum for  debat ing  and  negot ia t ing  d i sarmament  i s sues

of  g loba l  impor t . We be l ieve  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  wi l l  increas ing ly  serve  i t s

Members by performing specif ic  tasks in the f ield of  disarmament, The United

Nations Special  Commission, management of  confidence-building measures under

the biological  weapons Convention, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  r e g i s t e r  o f

c o n v e n t i o n a l  a r m s  t r a n s f e r s  a r e  a l l  h a r b i n g e r s ,  a l b e i t  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t ,  o f  a

new trend.

Thi s  emerg ing  t rend  has  F in land ’ s  fu l l  and  ac t i ve  suppor t .
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)8r. SU!IRESW& (Indonesia): Let me begin by expressing my

Qelegatlan'a aatlafaction at seeing you, Sir, presiding over our

dslHmrationa. We are confident that, under your guidance, our deliberations

*ill achieve aubstmtive progress. I should also like to extend our

felicitations to the other members of the Bureau on their election.

This year's session of the First Committee has been convened against the

bacldrqp of dramatic changes in the political and economic constellations of

the world, and at a tiam when relations among nations in many regions are

rtrolvinq  in ways that could not have been envisioned a few years ago. We have

aatszad the post-cold-war period and the contours of a new world order are

Regiwing to emerge. We have taken a few steps away from the nuclear abyss.

The long-everbw process of nuclear disarmament is finally under way.

Ttditfonal concepts of military threat, national security and defence

spunding Raw undergone fundamental changes. As a result, new perceptions and

revised policies have emerged, bringing fresh impetus ta the long-dormant

Uisarmment scene.

U~B all welcomed the recent progress in arms limitation and disarmament.

T!KJ entry into fores of the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range

8~3 Starter-Range Miaailea - the IRF Treaty - has been a noteworthy

rchievenmnt.  The signing of the Treaty on Conventional Forces in Europe is

yet ewtlter step forward towards ensuring the security and stability of

s-0 Thu Amen&sent Conference on the partial teat-ban Treaty held last

$8nu8fy was the first multilateral negotiating forum on a nuclear-arms treaty

in which all countries, nuclear and non-nuclear alike, participated in the

efforts to attain ths commonly &greed objective of a complete cessation of

tnWl~8F testing. The strategic brms agreement reached betwaen  the United

States and the Soviet Union in September has mandated a aubatantfal reduction

of tlnir nuclear forcur.
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M y  d e l e g a t i o n  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r a t i f i e d  b y  t h e  u n i l a t e r a l  a n d  s w e e p i n g

offer  made by President Bush to el iminate tact ical  nuclear weapons on land and

at  sea  in  Europe  and  in  Asia  and  to  negot ia te  deep  reduct ions  in

i n t e r c o n t i n e n t a l  b a l l i s t i c  m i s s i l e s  a n d  o t h e r  l o n g - r a n g e  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s .

Likewise, we commend the reciprocal  offer by President Gorbachev to seek even

d e e p e r  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  n u c l e a r  f o r c e s .  T a k e n  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e s e  h i s t o r i c

i n i t i a t i v e s  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  u n i l a t e r a l  m e a s u r e s  b u t

a l s o  o f f e r  unprecedentd  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  a t t a i n  t h e  u n i v e r s a l l y  s h a r e d  v i s i o n

of a  nuc lear - f ree  wor ld . Meanwhile, t h e  m i l i t a r y  d o c t r i n e s  a n d  p o s t u r e s  o f

the major Powers are being reviewed in the context of the new and emerging

g l o b a l  r e a l i t i e s .

We are  a l so  gra t i f i ed  to  note  tha t  Prance  and China  have  now s ign i f i ed

their  readiness  to  become s ignator ie s  to  the  non-pro l i fera t ion  Treaty ,  thus

e l iminat ing  one  of  i t s  major  shor tcomings . In Latin America,  the agreement

reached  la s t  Ju ly  be tween  Argent ina  and  Braz i l  on  the  exc lus ive ly  peacefu l

uses of nuclear energy and the Mendoza commitment undertaken by them, as well

a s  the  renunc ia t ion  by  Chi le  and  Uruguay  o f  chemica l  and  bac ter io log ica l

weapons0  repre sen t  s i g n i f i c a n t  m i l e s t o n e s  i n  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  e f f o r t s .

However, in  a s ses s ing  the  impl ica t ions  o f  the pos t -co ld-war  per iod  for

d i sarmament ,  we  are  a l so  acute ly  aware  o f  the  sober ing  rea l i ty  o f  how l i t t l e

progress has been made and how marginally we havd moved in arms limitation.

Nuclear arsenals of immense destructive power continue to cast  their  shadows

across  the  g lobe . Compounding  the  s i tua t ion  i s  the  growing  vu lnerab i l i ty  o f

command, contro l  ancI communica t ions  sys tems  and  the  d i squ ie t ing  prospec t  o f

the  unauthorized launch ing  o f  these  weapons ,  e spec ia l ly  dur ing  t imes  of

n a t i o n a l  c r i s e s  a n d  t u r m o i l .
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D e s p i t e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  g l o b a l  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s e c u r i t y

c l imate ,  the  arms  race , e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i t s  q u a l i t a t i v e  a s p e c t s ,  h a s  a s s u m e d  a

momentum of i ts  own, propell ing i tself  onward by feeding on the apprehension

i t  c a u s e s  a n d  t h e  s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  i t  h a s  c r e a t e d .

Meanwhile,  global  mil i tary expenditures have not  been appreciably reduced and

the burgeoning trade in arms continues to soar,  with a severe impact  on the

global economy.

Thus, my delegation has long been convinced that a more comprehensive

s t ra tegy  i s  needsd  to  reverse  the  arms race  and  to  accelerste the  proces s  o f

armament reduction and disarmament. In t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i s e d

t h a t  t h e  p i e c e m e a l  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  p a s t  h a v e  p r o v e n  i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y

with regard to nuclear armaments, What  i s  needed  a t  th i s  junc ture  i s  a  new,

in tegra ted  approach  encompass ing  the  ent i re  range  o f  e f for t s  in  arlra reduct ion

and disarmament that  would serve as  a  common platform for negotiat ions in the

re levant  forums  on the  var ious  a spec t s  o f  d i sarmament  in  both  the i r

q u a n t i t a t i v e  a n d  t h e i r  q u a l i t a t i v e  d i m e n s i o n s ,

T h e  i m m e d i a t e  o b j e c t i v e  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  u r g e n t  n e g o t i a t i o n s

on  revers ing the  arms  race  in  a l l  i t s  aspects and  on  launch ing  a  proces s  o f

genuine disarmament. Within this  approach, al l  measures with regard to arms

l i m i t a t i o n  a n d  r e d u c t i o n ,  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  s t o c k p i l e s  a n d  d i s m a n t l i n g  o f

m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n s , and the reduction of  armed forces should be enrunerated

crnd presented separately for each category of  weapons and weapons systems.

While priority must necessari ly  be accorded to nuclear disarmament,  we should

also pursue conventional  disarmament measures. Progress  in  implementa t ion

shou ld  be  gauged,  titer alig, b y  l i n k i n g  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s

to cuts in specific weapons systems as well as research and development.

. ..1



JB/7 A/C.1/46/PV.6
29

(Ms.)

T h e  m a i n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  r e s t s  w i t h  t h e

nuclear Powers, wh ich  must  f i r s t  agree  to  an  immedia te  freeaa on the

product ion  and  deve lopment  o f  nuc lear  weapons  and  f i s s ionab le  mater ia l s ,  Th i s

s h o u l d  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  s u s t a i n e d  b i l a t e r a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d  m u l t i l a t e r a l

d i scus s ions  and  negot ia t ions  on  spec i f i c  measures  of  d i sarmament .  Throughout

the  process  i t  is es sent ia l  to  dovise appropr ia te  methods  and  procedures  which

are  non-d i scr imina tory  and  wi l l  ensure  the  und imin i shed  secur i ty  of a l l  S ta tes

a t  progress i ve ly  lower  leve l s  o f  armaments . T h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  p o l i t i c a l

w i l l  o f  t h e  n u c l e a r  P o w e r s  a n d  o t h e r  m i l i t a r i l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  S t a t e s  w o u l d  b e

i n d i s p e n s a b l e  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a n y  s u c h  i n i t i a t i v e s . The

c o n s c i o u s  p u r s u i t  of  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s  i s  n o w  f e a s i b l e ,  s i n c e  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  a n d

mis trus t  tha t  fueled the  arms  race  for  so  long  have  been  cons iderab ly  reduced .

Rapid and fundamental  changes continue to transform the global  laMscape.

There  has  been  a  s ign i f i cant  improvement  in  Eas t -West  re la t ions  a s  we l l  a s  in

t h e  g l o b a l  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s e c u r i t y  c l i m a t e . Concurrently, i n t e n s i f i e d  e f f o r t s

a r e  u n d e r  w a y  t o  r e s o l v e  l o n g s t a n d i n g  c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n s . The  oppor tun i t i e s

presented by these momentous developments should be seized by concerted

endeavours  to  acce lera te  progress  on  the  pr ior i ty  i s sues  o f  d i sarmament .

I t  i s  t o  b e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t ,  foL o v e r  t h r e e  d e c a d e s ,  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

communi ty ’ s  preoccupat ion  wi th  the  qual i ta t i ve  aspect s  o f  the  arms  race  was

fu l ly  re f lec ted  fn the  Genera l  Assembly ’ s  adopt ion  o f  more  than  70  reso lu t ions

on  a  comprehens ive  te s t -ban  t rea ty . I t  h a s  r e m a i n e d  a  p r i o r i t y  o b j e c t i v e  a n d

has  been  pursued  more  cons i s ten t ly  and  for  a  longer  period of  t ime  than  any

other  d i sarmament  i s sue . However , the nuclear Powers have continued to

c o n d u c t  WeJapOn  t e s t s  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  c e a s e d  t o  t h i s  d a y .

. ‘_’ - ?. -..a
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Conseguently,  there has been a dramatic increase in the number of

warheads, delivery capabilities have become more sophisticated, and research

and development promise ever more advanced nuclear weapons systems even while

their numbers are being reduced. Hence, those who hoped for militarily

significant cuts or even a slow-down in the introduction of new and more

dangerous technologies have little ground for optimism.

This regrettable lack of progress is due primarily to the failure on the

part of the two depositary Governments for the partial test-ban Treaty to

fulfil1 their solemn obligations undertaken in existing treaties and other

declarations. The non-nuclear States are therefore concerned that weapons of

the future will be more potent and less verifiable, undermine the validity of

existing agreements, and render the possibility of future accords increasingly

diffitult.
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More ominously, the i r  in t roduct ion  in to  now areas  wi l l  have  far -reach ing

r a m i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  g l o b a l  s e c u r i t y . Hence, the  ces sa t ion  o f  nuc lear -weapons

t e s t i n g  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  s t e p  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  a  n e w

generation of  weapons systems, t o  s t e m  h o r i z o n t a l  a n d  v e r t i c a l  p r o l i f e r a t i o n

and to strengthen the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of  Nuclear Weapons.

Indeed ,  for  an  overwhelming  major i ty  o f  S ta tes ,  a  comprehens ive  te s t  ban

cons t i tu tes  the l i tmus  te s t  o f  a  demons trab le  commitment  to  pursue  nuc lear

disarmament.

My delegation believes that  the momentum generated by the conclusion of

the Treaty on the Elimination of  Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range

M i s s i l e s - INF Treaty, and the Troatios  on conventional  forces in Europe and

s t r a t e g i c  a r m s  l i m i t a t i o n , a s  we l l  a s  the he ightened  expecta t ions  crea ted  by

recent  pronouncements  o f  dramat ic  reduct ions  in  nuc lear  ar sena l s ,  o f fer  a

prop i t ious  a tmosphere  in  wh ich  to  terminate  the  f rant ic  search  for  fu tur i s t i c !

technology and for ever-more-deadly weapons. That paramount objective can be

ach ieved  by  the  genu ine  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  a l l  nuc lear  Powers  in  the  ongo ing

processes  o f  the  Amendment  Conference  to  conver t  the  par t ia l  t e s t -ban  Treaty

in to  a  comprehens ive  te s t -ban  t rea ty .

Beyond the amendment, moreover, i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  m o v e  f o r w a r d  w i t h  a l l

d e l i b e r a t e  s p e e d  o n  o t h e r  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  w i t h i n  a n  o v e r a r c h i n g  v i s i o n  o f  a

co l lec t i ve  approach  tha t  shou ld  be  the  ru le  rather  than  the  except ion .

Indonesia remains committed to the work of  the Conference on

Disarmament. We are pleased to note the encouraging progress  made in the

negotiat ions on chemical  weapons, which  we  hope  wi l l  l ead  to  the  exped i t ious

conc lus ion  o f  a  convent ion . The agreement on the inclusion of  a  provis ion for

the  to ta l  proh ib i t ion  o f  the  use  o f  chemica l  weapons  and  a  bas ic  under tak ing
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on the total destruction of existing stockpiles as well as their production

facilities have indeed eliminated a major stumbling block. There is still,

however, the question of how to put into practical terms this basic

understanding, as well as other crucial issues to be resolved.

Concurrently, we should also acknowledge that the interests of developing

and non-possessor countries should not be undermined just for the sake of

early completion of the convention. Furthermore, the question of verification

of non-production in the chemical industry should not place unnecessary

burdens on civilian chemical industries, particularly those in developing

countries. In this regard, it is import%& to ensure that the relevant

provisions of the future convention be implemented in such a way as to avoid

possible abuses motivated by commercial interests. By the same token, we

continue to believe that the inclusion of provisions dealing with economic and

technical development, as well as on assistance and protection, will give a

strong incentive for States to join the convention.

The world-wide aversion to nuclear weapons is also manifest in the

continuing interest in the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones. In our

part of the world this is exemplified by the ongoing efforts of the

Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) for a such a zone in

South-East Asia. The improved security climate, in both the global and the

regional spheres, should facilitate the early realization of this objective,

which would contribute significantly to the strengthening of non-proliferation

by progressively r8dUCinq the areas within which nuclear weapons can operate.

With regard to naval armaments, it is undeniable that no less than one

third of th8 world's nuclear arsenals are destined for naval deployment, while

th8 distinguishing feature of sea-based nuclear forces is their ability to
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pro l i fera te  geograph ica l ly  throughout  the  wor ld  and  to  be  dep loyed  a t  any

c o a s t a l  p o i n t . Whi le  the  s ta t ion ing  and  moveme??t  cf  tac t i ca l  nuc lear  weapons

o n  l a n d  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  e x p l i c i t  t r e a t y  p r o v i s i o n s ,  t h e i r  n a v a l  d e p l o y m e n t

can  p lace  any  Sta te  a t  r i sk .

As  an  arch ipe lag ic  country  loca ted  as t r ide  impor tant  waterways  tha t  l ink

two oceans and two continents, Indones ia  cannot  but  v iew wi th  the  u tmost

c o n c e r n  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  a n d  v e r t i c a l  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  s e a - b a s e d  s t r a t e g i c  a n d

tac t i ca l  nuc lear  weapons . I t  i s  t h e r e f u r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  d e f i n e  c e r t a i n

p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  g u i d e l i n e s  o n  m e a s u r e s  f o r  n a v a l - a r m s  l i m i t a t i o n  a n d

disarmament.

The  chang ing  pa t terns  o f  re la t ionsh ips  among  Sta tes ,  and  espec ia l ly  the

major Powers, wil l  inevitably lead to a new global-security environment no

longer anchored in bipolarism, and  they  w i l l  sooner  or  la ter  a l so  make  the i r

impact  on  the  secur i ty  conf igura t ions  in  the  As ia -Pac i f i c  region. It i s

t h e r e f o r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  b e g i n  layin?! t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  s e c u r e  a n d  etable

r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  a  n e w  s t r a t e g i c  s e t t i n g  i n  o u r  r e g i o n .

In  Indones ia ’ s  v iew, in  a  reg ion  as  vas t  and  complex  as  the  As ia -Pac i f i c

reg ion , concrete measures need to be taken that have a direct bearing on the

prospec t s  for  peace  and  secur i ty .

F ir s t  i s  the  prevent ion  o f  potent ia l  conf l i c t  s i tua t ions  in  such  areas as

the South China Sea. There  i s  a  growing  concern  tha t  the  in tr ica te

t e r r i t o r i a l  a n d  s o v e r e i g n t y  d i s p u t e s  c o u l d  i g n i t e , rendering that area a new

r e g i o n a l  f l a s h - p o i n t . The South China Sea is  a  semi-enclosed sea l inking the

Pacif ic  and Indian Oceans and located between continental  Asia and i;lsular

South-East  Asia, and  i t s  s t ra teg ic  and economic  importance  i s  there fore  beyond

q u e s t i o n . I t  i s  a l so  bordered  by  a  number  o f  l i t tora l  and  h in ter land  Sta tes
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with a long history of endemic conflicts and recurrent intervention by

external Powers. The situation threatens to be further exacerbated by

unresolved questions pertaining to the delimitation of territorial seas,

continental shelves and exclusive economic zones.

It is therefore imperative to transform these potential sources of

conflict into constructive cooperation for mutual benefit. The States of

South-East Asia bordering the South China Sea share an abiding interest in

fostering peace, stability and cooperation. This should provide an impetus

for regional endeavors to manage the potentials offered by the South China Sea

and to undertake discussions on a wide range of issues for possible

cooperation, including scientific research, environmental protection and

marine fishery. For by expanding such cooperation in agreed areas a more

conducive atmosphere can be created not only to extend regional cooperation in

the area but also ultimately to achieve a new maritime order.

Secondly, the introduction of selective confidence-building measures in

the vast geographical extent of the Asia-Pacific is, in our view, both timely

and appropriate. These include, inter alia, transparency in military

arrangements: the restructuring of forces towards more defensive postures to

help reduce military tensions; an agra*ed ceiling on military forces of

external Powers through exchange of data; and a reduction in the number of

military exercises while allowing representatives of other countries to be

present as observers. Further, it would be in the interests of the countries

in the region to forswear the acquisition of nuclear weapons and chemical

weapons, as well as other advanced weapons systems and military technologies.

Since States in this vast expanse share maritime boundaries, it is

particularly important to initiate steps for such naval confidence-building
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m e a s u r e s  a s  a  r e d u c t i o n  o r  a  f r e e z e  i n  n a v a l  forces2 s e c u r i t y  g u a r a n t e e s  f o r

s e a - l a n e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h r o u g h  s t r a i t s ; a  m u l t i l a t e r a l  i n c i d e n t s - a t - s e a

r e g i m e ;  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n s  o n  a n d  p r i o r  n o t i f i c a t i o n  of  n a v a l  e x e r c i s e s ,  a s  w e l l

a s  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  c o a s t a l  S t a t e s  i n  m a r i t i m e  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  s a f e t y  a n d  p o l l u t i o n

c o n t r o l . My delegation remains convinced that  the adoption and implementation

of  these  far -reach ing  measures  would  fos ter  reg iona l  cohes ion  and  s t rengthen

c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g  p r o c e s s e s  a t  b o t h  t h e  g l o b a l  a n d  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l e v e l s .

T h i r d l y ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y

e q u a t i o n  i n  t h e  A s i a - P a c i f i c  rstion, Indones ia  be l ieves  tha t  ASEAN’s  approach ,

as  reflected in the proposed zone of peace,  freedom and neutral i ty - ZOPFAN as

it  is  now known from its  acronym - c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  o f  c e n t r a l  v a l i d i t y  a n d

re levance . I t  represent s  ASEAN’s b luepr in t  for  a  new f ramework  for  peace  and

cooperation, a  new st ruc ture  of  coopera t i ve  re la t ionsh ips  wi th in  which  to

e n s u r e  g r e a t e r  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  s e c u r i t y  i n  o u r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d . I  should add

t h a t  i t  i s  a  f l e x i b l e  b l u e p r i n t  o p e n  t o  a d j u s t m e n t s  i n  l i g h t  of  t h e  r a p i d l y

evo lv ing  g loba l  and  reg iona l  env i ronment . I t  endeavours  to  addres s  the

increas ing ly  complex  geopol i t i ca l  and  s t ra teg ic  env i ronment  o f  the

As ia -Pac i f i c  reg ion  whi le  tak ing  in to  account  the  immense  d ivers i ty  in  var ious

spheres  among  the  countr ie s  o f  the  reg ion .

Y.
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In essence, the concept of this zone of peace, friendship and neutrality

poses the need for a commonly agreed posture of greater mutual restraint by

the countries of South-East Asia as w%ll as by non-regional Powers. And it

contains suggested policy guidelines and adjustments whose implementation

would promote regional endeavours to resolve existing or potential conflict

situations in a spirit of common responsibility and amity. As for the major

Powers, it will require a commensurate change in their basic interests

. . ia the countries of the region and a conscious adjustment of their

security doctrines and strategies. My delegation firmly believes that, in the

light of the irmninent  settlement of the Cambodian conflict and the rapid

transformation of the global and regional landscape, the realization of the

zone of peace, friendship and neturality has assumed added urgency.

Arms transfers have long played a critical role in global

political-military matters. The non-aligned countries have repeatedly pointed

out that the build-up of conventional armaments represents a tragic misuse of

resources in a world afflicted by poverty and hunger. General Assembly

resolution 43175 I finally opened the way for multilateral action to restrain

international arms transfers. Th%re is indeed a need to take a collective

look at this problem in all its aspects and focus on ways and mean8 by which

an international consensus can be reached.

In this regard, my delegation has noted the important proposal for a

register of transfers of armaments. The need to curb the development,

production and transfer of conventional armaments is all too evident given the

world-wide prevalence of conventional armaments and tha mounting expenditures

involved, It should be emphasiaed, however, that the accumulation and
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qualitative refinement of conventional arms are being pursued by the 8ame

States that also acquire and sell the largest share of these armaments.

Neither can it be contended that conventional armaments per PB pose a greater

threat to the survival of mankind than nuclear weapons, or that conventional

arms in the possession of developing nations in some way pose a greater threat

to international peace and security than the nuclear arsenals and conventional

weapons of the major Powers. The proposal for a register should be considered

in the light of these realities; it should focus on both supplier and

recipient countries and should be directed towards the primary causes of the

conventional arms race.

I would like to conclude on an optimistic note concerning the disatnsment

endeavours here in the First Committee. We all agree that the climate for

considering the multitude of issues has greatly improved. There is csrtainly

greater willingness and understanding among us, resulting in mutual

concessions and compromises. Such a trend is fully reflected especially in

the adoption of fewer draft resolutions - an increasing number of them by

consensus - and successful mergers of identical resolutions. Our debates hsve

become more purposeful , constantly seeking wider areas of agreement. In that

light, my delegation remains confident that we can make a constructive

contribution towards attaining the goals of nuclear and conventional

disarmament. With those objectives in view, we pledge our active

participation and continuing support.

Mr. MARRQ (Albania);On behalf of the Albanian delegation, I would

like to congratulate you, Sir, on your election as Chairman of the ?irst

Committee. I am sure that under your chairmanship, and with the cooperation
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of ths other m%mbers of ths Bur%au, tha deliberations of this session of the

?irst Committee will be a sucess*

This gear, the First Committee meets in special international

circumstances. As a result of profound political change6 in the world, the

foudations  of a n%w system of international security and cooperation have

bwa laid. A fundamental part of that system is disarmament, which is a

drrlleago that can be coped with.

tacsnt dwslopments are indicative of the importance of joint initiatives

to build a world free from fear of destruction. The id%a that the prosperity

of the world depends to a considerable extent on the absence of factors

thrertmfug it is constantly gaining ground. That growing awareness is being

mbsdbd  ia the efforts of the international community to create such an

eavitoamsnt, where all countries and peoples can work in peace to build their

ows future and uhere mutual relations of security and cooF%ration have

acquit8d  an entirely nftr content.

As s ~11 country which makes a modest contribution to international

life, th% Rep&lic of Albania supports all the steps that hiape been and are

bring takea to achieve international peace and security and stands for a more

rstiw role fat the United Nations in that regard. It upholds the view that

the new m%ssures in th% field of disarmament should be backed up with concrete

actfen to prevsnt the build-up of conventional-weapons  arsenals beyond

a8e8ssaty national-defence limits; this should constitute the essence of the

nilitary doctrine of every State. The reduction of conventional forces and

the ~stablWnnent of the necessary monitoring rbgime would lead to greater

palftical md military Stability in E~tope~
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As a  country  par t i c ipa t ing  in  the  Conference  on  Sed..!rity and Co-opera t ion

i n  E u r o p e ,  A l b a n i a  a t t a c h e s  s p e c i a l  import,:sce t o  s e c u r i t y -  and

conf idence-bu i ld ing  measures  in  re la t ions  among  Sta tes  a s  we l l .

Conf idence-bu i ld ing  in  re la t ions  among  Sta tes  i s  a prerequi s i te  for

negotiations leading to the elimination of the faotors that pose a threat to

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y . In that context, Albania has hailed the

p r o g r e s s  m a d e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  security- and  conf idence-bu i ld ing  measures  a s

s t ipu la ted  in  the  Vienna  document , and considers adherence to them aa an

important  s tep  towards  s t rengthen ing  s tab i l i ty  in  Europe .

A l b a n i a  f i r m l y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n i t i a t i v e  fo r  a  u n i l a t e r a l

reduction of i ts  nuclear arsenal  announced by President  Bush on 27 September.

Albania also welcomes the positive response by the Soviet Union for a further

c u t  o n  i t s  n u c l e a r  a r s e n a l . I n  i t s  s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  o n  t h a t  o c a s s i o n ,  t h e

Albanian Government underl ined that

“it considers these important initiatives as major steps towards

disarmament and peace and wishes to see them applied in practice as  soon

a s  p o s s i b l e . T h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s , taken  a t  a  t ime  of  great  t rans format ions

in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe towards democracy and the

es tab l i shment  o f  market  #economy, c o n s t i t u t e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  h i s t o r i c

s tep  which  re sponds  most  pos i t i ve ly  to  those  t rans format ions  and  to  the

in teres t s  o f  the  peoples  o f  Europe  and  the  wor ld .”

Albania welcomes the talks between the United States and the Soviet Union

on  these  i s sues  a s  we l l  as the i r  commitment  to  a l l  o ther  i s sues  re la ted  to

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y .
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The recent steps taken in the field of disarmament have created a new

climate in international relations. In line with this new spirit, all efforts

should now be concentrated on the control of nuclear proliferation and on the

prohibition of chemical and bacteriological weapons as well as of their

delivery vehicles. Nuclear disarmament must be supported by an effective

regime of nuclear non-proliferation the specific elements of which should be

further strengthened.

At present the international community is also confronted with the issue

of reducing military expenditures. Of course, military expenditure can be cut

down considerably in conjunction with the steps under way to reduce nuclear

and conventional forces. The huge sums that many countries can save in so

doing can be used to solve difficult economic problems and meet pressing

social needs in those or other countries.
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P r o h i b i t i n g  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  wot;pans o f  m a s s  d e s t r u c t i o n  i s  a n

important part  of  the disarmamont process. Real progress towards an end to

their  prol iferation would begin with a total  ban on any test of such weapons.

F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f u r t h e r  t o  stengthen t h e  N o n - P r o l i f e r a t i o n

Treaty  through  the  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  a l l  countr ie s  Par t ie s  to it, It stands to

reason  tha t  the  i s sue  wi l l  be  se t t l ed  i f  the  great  Powers  work  together  with

the  import ing  countr ie s  to  ach ieve  a  ban  on  the  pro l i fera t ion  of  weapons  of

mass  des t ruc t ion .

I n  addrtion, a  t o t a l  t e s t  b a n  w o u l d  p a v e  t h e  w a y  f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e

p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r - w o a p o n s  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  a n d  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  p u t

an end to the proliferation of  biological  and chemical  weapons, thereby

r a i s i n g  h o p e s  f o r  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  n u c l e a r  waapons.

Of course, t h e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t , bu t  hopes  are  a l so  grea t ,  prov ided

a l l  c o u n t r i e s  u n i t e  t o  r e a c h  a  s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  i s  a c c e p t a b l e  a n d  b e n e f i c i a l  t o

each and every country.

T h e  meetjng r o s e  a t  4 . 3 0  rr.m.


