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Ihe meeting wos colled to oydex ot 3,35 p.m.
AGENDA ITEMS 67 AND 68 (ggntinued)

CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON DRAFT RESOLUTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL SECURITY
AGENDA ITEMS

The CHAIRMAN: I shall anow call on those delegations wishing to
explain their position after the decisiou,

Ms, MASON (Canada)s With respect to draft decision A/C.1/46/L.54,
adopted this moraning without a vote, it is Canada's hope that our actioan will
provide renowed impetus to our collective efforts im the First Committee to
£ind an agreed way to reflect in resolution form the tremendous changes that
have takun place in the world, and, more important, how these changes might
impact on epproaches to strengthening intecnational security since the
adoption of the Declaration on the Streagtheanlug of International Security in
1970. '

Iha CHAIRMAN: The Committee has now completed its consideration of
agenda items 67 and 68.

CONCLUSION OF THE COMMITTEE'S WORKN

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee has concluded its consideration of all
agenda items allocated to the First Committee.

I now call on the Secretary of the Committee, who has a statement to make.

Mr. EHERADI (Secretary of the Committee): I should like to inform
delegations that, with a view to facilitating the work at this stage of
preparation for the forthcoming vote by the General Assembly on disarmament
matters and the other items that were before the Committee - that is,
Antarctica and international security - the secretariat of the First Committee
is in the process of preparing an informal tabulation paper entitled "Reports
of the FPirst Committee", which will be distributed in a few days. I should

er=hasise that this 1s only an iaformal paper. it wil) set out in tabulation
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(Mr, Eheradi)
form the corresponding numbers of the "L" documsnts adopted in the Committee
with the corresgonding numbers in the Committea's reports’ which will be before
the General Assembly when the voting takes place there. It is our sincere

hope that this will faeilitate ard expedite the work of the members of the

3

irst Committee iu the plenary meeting at that stage. I should add that this
is an innovation we introduced last year. It was well received by
delegations, and wa intend to continue that precedent.
In addition, I should like to put on record the fact that, as necessary,
a conference room paper will also be issued subssqueatly, aetting out a
consolidated statement of financial implications of the draft rasolutions or
decisions adopted by the First Committee.
The CHAIRMAN: I now call on the representative of Jordan, who will
speak cn behalf of the Group of Asian States.
Mr, JOMA (Jordan): Omn behalf of the Chairman of the Group of Asian
States, I have the honour and pleasure of congratulating you, Sir, on the
able, relaxed and expeditious manner in which you have conducted the
deliberations of the First Committee. I should also like to extend our
apprecliation to the Vice-Chairmen, Mr., Sedfrey Ordonez of the Philippines,
Mr. Ahmet Alpman of Turkey and our Rapporteur, Mr. Pablo Emilioc Sader of
Uruguay. They all contributed to the efficient and productive maaner in which
the Committee's debates were conducted.
The acknowledgement of the Group also goes to Mr, Vasiliy Safronchuk,
Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security Council Affairs, and to

Mr. Yasushi Akashi, Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs,
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(Mr._Joma, Jordan)

The Firet Committse's work in this session has been carried out in a
businesslike atmosphere snd in a spirit of dialogue aud understanding, which
vas reflectel in the large number of vesolutions adopted by consensus.

Last, but not leoast, we also wish warmly to thank the Committee's
secretariat and other officers associated with it, including the interpreters
and techanical staff, who, by their efficiency and cooporation, have enabled
the Committee to accomplish its work im a diligent and highly professional

manner.
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The CHAIRMAN: I now all on the represeatative of Yugeslavia, who
will speak on behalf of the Group of Eastern Eurcpean States.

Mr. ZUGIL (Yugoslavia): In its capacity as Chairman of the Group of
Eastera European States, the delegation of Yugoslavia is pleased to express to
you, Sir, on behalf of the Group ané on its own behalf, sincere
congratulations on the efficient and productive manner in which you have
guided our deliberations in this important Committee.

Allow me, Sir, to express our appreciation alsc tc the Vice-Chairmen of
the Committee and to our Rapporteur. I should alsc like to thank the
Secretary of the Committee, Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, and his capable staff, without
whose collaboration our work would not be possible.

The CHAIRMAN: I now call on the representative of Jamaica, who will
speak on behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States.

Miss THOMAS {(Jamaica): As we come te the end of this year's session
of the First Committee, I wish, on behalf of the member States of the Latin
American and Cavibbean Group, to thank you, Sir, sincerely for the efficient
manner in which you have guided the Committee's work. I alsc wish to expross
to the Vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteur our appraciation of their valuable
contribution to our work, and to express our thamks to the
Under-Secretary-Genaral for Disarmament Affairs, Mr. ¥Yasushi Akashi, and to
the Secretary of the Committee, Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, and his staff, whose
expertise has contributed to the Committee's efficient functioning.

May I take this opportunity also to thank the conference officers and
interpreters, without whom our work would have been saverely handicapped.

This year we have been able to work in a greater spirit of cooperation
and compromise, which has contributed to the succeasful conclusioa of our

deliberations.



JP/edd AlC.l/t:/PV.GS

Zha CHAIRMAN: I now call on the representative of New Zealand, who
will speak on behslf of the Group of Wosterm European and Other States.

Mr. ADANK (New Zealand): On behalf of the Group of Western European
and Other States, i am pleased to teke this opportunity to join other Groups
in expressing our apprecliation of the Lhorough and skilful way in which you,
Sir, and the other officers of the Committoe have oversevn the Committee's
work at this session. We are grateful, too, for the important contributions
made to our deliberations by Under-Secretary-General Akashi and
Under-Secretary-General Safronchuk and by the Committee's Secretary,

Mr. Kheradi, and other members of the Secretariat. Our thanks are also due to
the interpreters and technical staff, whose efficient services Lave made our
maetings possible,

The work of the Pirst Committee during the current session has been
marked by & cousiderable degree of cooperation and greater mutual
uaderstanding between delegations. That the Committee has worked productively
through its heavy agends in such a timely fashioa is a tribute, Sir, to the
quality of your chalrmanship.

The CHAIRMAN: I now call on the representative of Gabon, who will
speak on behalf of the Group of African States.

Mr. MBA ALLO (Gabon) (iunterpretation from French): On behalf of the
Group of African States and on behalf of my own delegation, I have the honour
and privilege to express to you, Sir, our great appreciation of the
outstanding way in which you have guided the work of this important Committee
during the current session of the Gemeral Assembly. The spirit of moderation
and compromise which dominated the work at this session was of fundamental
importance in achieving solutions to the various complex and sensitive issues

which were submitted for our consideration. We are proud that under your wise
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{Mr, Mba Allo, Gabon)
guidance the First Committee was ghle to carry out such fruitful work, and on
behalf of the Group of African States, I wish to congratula - you. In
addition to that well-deserved tribute, we should llke to extend our thanks to
the Vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteur. We are also grateful to all the
Secretariat personnel, from hose dedication and cucperation we have benefited.

We also most particularly thank all the interpreters, who devoted
themselves to their werk, without which it might have been impossible for a
group in which members speak different languages to work properly.

Since 1991 is drawing vo a close, I should also like to take this
opportunity to express to you, Mr, Chairman, az well as to 2}l delegations,
the best wishes of the African Group for Christmas and tha New Year.

In conclusion, I should like ia particular to thank the Chair for the
special attention which it has kindly given our Group.

The CHAIBMAN: Now the time has come for my concluding atatement.

We have completed the work programme of the forty-sixth session of the
First Committee, and with the Committee's indulgence I should like to share
some personal reflections on our endeavours and accomplishments.

The deliberations of the First Committee during the current session have
underscored the growing realizatisn that the United Nations is well placed to
take a leading role in highlighting cooperative measures on a aumber of
long-standing iasues in the field of disarmament and international peace and
security. On the basis of the work accomplished here during the current
session, it appears that the Committee has also positioned itself iun ihe
forefront of efforts aimed at breaking new ground in areas such as

international arms transfers and transparency. Indeed, the greater measure of
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(1he Chairman)
agreement witnessed in the Committee during the current session underlines the
growing importance of this body. By acknowledging the shifting realities of
the 19908, the Committee has thus uneguivocally opted for reccnciliatioea,
compromise aand councerted action.

Oa the whole, one can say that the disarmament agenda this year has been
eventful and satisiying. The coustructive approach takean by dolqutions
demonstrates the desire not to detract the focus of atteation f£rom vital
problems of disarmament by interjecting new noan-pragmatic issues. This also
indicates that Membor States have started to concentrate on igsues which are
amenable to multilateval comsiderstion and which seem to have practical
solutions in the forsseeable future, thus separating them from issues not

susceptible to immediate resolution.
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(ihe Chalxman)

Ia my view, at this session the First Comimittee has not merely reactsd
reflexively to the rapid cvhanges in the fiald of disermamast duriug tlie vreceut
past, but has seized on what many have called a critical opportunitv ia the
post-cold-wir period to map out the dissrmament agenda for the future. In
doing so, the Committeo appoars to be widening ite scope from the traditicusl
nuclear issues towards matters such as the proliferation of weapous of wuss
destruction, conveational armaments and regionsl disarmameat.

During the forty-sixth session this new movemeant could be perceived iu
the laugurge of o number of the draft resolutions submitted by delegatious.

In a draft decision, for example, the Committee recognised the Lmportuuce of
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wespons by recommsunding the
formation of a proeparatory committee in 1993 for the 1995 Review Couterence of
tho Parties tu the Treaty. In the draft resolution ou biological weapous the
Committee stressed the lmportance jntar alis of the establisbmeut of a group
of ad hoc goveranmental experts at the Tkird Review Counference of the Varties
to the biological-weapons Comvention to identify and examine poteutial
verification measures for the Convention. In the draft resolution on chemical
weapons the Committee urged the Counference on Disarmament to resolve
outstanding issues so as to achieve finsl ugreement on the chemical-weayons
convention durlng the 1992 session of the Conference on Disarmamsut.

Differences in the Committee could still be witnessed ou several of the
traditional nuclear issues, such as the question of a compreheunsive
nuclear-test ban, but even here sponsoroc of the draft resolution were able to
agree on and submit a single unified text for the first time, followluy

intensive consultations,
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(Ibe_Chalgman)

The dramatic svents in the Middle East and elsewhere also underlined the
threat posed by the conventional arms build-up and uncontrulled intermational
traasfers of conventional weapons. Developed and developing countries alike,
for example, participated ia the drafting of a draft resolution ia which,
inter alla, the Secretary-General was roquested to establish and maimtain at
United Nations Headguarters a universal and non-discriminatory register of
conventional arms. This draft resolution in my view macks a watoraﬁed. as it
signals a gemuine commitment by Member States from every part of the globe to
direct serious attemtion to the threat posed by coanventional arms bui’d-ups.

The readiness to get rid »f old clichés and to embark on the path of
exploring new aveanues in disarmamunt %us evideat in the case of almost all
issues comsidered *- the Committee. Owing to subile but significant woves by
Member Statos, wo huve witnessed a change in their disarmament philosphies and
the voting patterns, as well as a greater williagness to accept a wider
divergence of viewpoints without hoidirg on to positions in the coantext of
political polarization.

Once again nuclear issues were dominant at this session, with roughly one
thitd of all the draft resolutions adopted dealing with nuclear armameats.
Nevertheless, the redistribution of emphasis under this broad rubric is also
clearly visible. Increasingly, attention was devoted t¢ such specific areas
as non-proliferation and actual reductions of nuclear weapons, the latter
deserving particular mention in the light of recent unilateral iniciatives of
the United States of America and the Union of Soviet SOclaliat-Republics,
which were welcomed by the internacional ccmmunity.

Many delegations spoke of the urgent meed to turn the attemtion of the

international community to problems of conventioanal weapons, arms transfers in
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general and transparency in partigular: the positive effects of
confidence-"1ilding measures wers increasingly recognized:; the debate on the
relationship between disarmament and development moved beyond a thecretical
framework to broader practical areas of conversion and reduction of military
expenditures for the purpose of peaceful development. The positive attitude
towards the earliest possible conclusion of the treaty banning chemical
weapons is particularly noteworthy. It was the feeling in this Committes
that; in the light of recent positive developments, conditions may now be
propitious for the completion of the convention in the near future.
Significant progreas was also registered with regard to the strengthening of
the biological-weapons Convention at the Third Review Conference of the
Parties to the Convention.

In the deliberations on the question of Antarctica, delegations widely
welcomed the increasing mutual understznding and support which are emerging
for the maintenance of Antarctica as a peaceful natural reserve. Moreover, it
was broadly underscored that there is a need to snsure the protection and
conservation of Antarctica‘'s environment and its dependent and associated
ecosystems for the benmefit of all mankind. Despite these favourable
developments, positions of various States or groups of States remained at odds
on some aspects of this question. This is reflected ian the fact that
consensus on this itam was elusive in the Committee's deliborations. It is
evident, however, that the signing of the Madrid Protocol last October
represented a major step forward that reflects the narrowing of traditional
differences on the question of Antarctica.

In the field of international sscurity 2 number of Member States
underlined the need to define a new system of security in the post-cold-war

period and, in particular, the role which the United Nations could play in
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(Zhe_Chaicoan)

such a rogime. As was rightly pointed out, the Pirst Committee rvetains its
particular respousibility conceraning the issues of disarmament and
international security as the relevaut forwn of the General Assembly. The
fact that a wider concept of security encompasses several importaut
components, which ia their owa righ% are being considered by other orgqans of
the United Nations, should in no way dimianish this respomsibility. }t this
session we have made a step ia the right direction, by approaching security
with a new vision, and the First Committee offers the appropriate place and
opportunity for Menber States to develop their views and comments on wajor
aspects of luternational peace aud security.

I should also like to take this opportunity to note that the Committee
has once agaln given the Department for Disarmament Affalrs 8 number of
significant tasks and respousibilities, which reflects the coutinued

counfidence of Momber States in the Departmeat aud the Sscretariat.
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(The Chairmap)

At this stage, let me make a few remarks with respect to the question of
further rationalization of the work of the First Committee. As
representatives are aware, this particular matter was not addressed at this
session within any formal framework. However, the prevailing atmosphere and
the newly emerging international crder were in themselves conducive to the
crystallizing of a de factc rationalization of our work and proceedings. This
ig evident in the outcome of our work, As I had occasion to peint out
earlier, three years ago in the First Committee 74 draft resolutions were
submitted by Member States; two years ago, 64 were auhmitted:(andh;asp year a
total of 54 draft resolutions znd decisions were suhmit;ed. During the
current session a total of 48 draft resolutions and decisions were submitted.
Of this figure, 2 draft resolutions and 1 draft decision were not pressed to a
vote and 26 were adopted by the Committee without a vote, a figure up;§§>
represents almost 58 per cent of the total number of draft resolutions adopted.

Interesting and pertinent suggestions have been submitted as to the
procedure to be followed for the consideration of disarmament and security
issues, with a view to rationalising the Committee's work in a manner that
reflects the intertwining relations hetween two broad areas ¢f our agenda, In
this context, I am particularly mindful of the statements made recently by the
representatives of Canada and New Zealard. On the basis of the suggestions
made, I intend to undertake appropriate consultations, both here and in
Geneva, with delegations and groups of delegations on issues related to the
further rationalization of the Committee's work. In this process I shall
count on the cooperation of the Secretary of the First Committee, Mr. Schrab
Kheradi, whose experience over the years in these matters will be of great

assistance to both me and the Committee as a whole.
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(Zhe_Chaixmnun)

I cannot conclude my work as Chalrman at this session without a clear and
siucere expression of thanke to those individuals who have worked closely with
me over the past few montha, PFirst, I wish to express my gratitude to
delegations for their cooperation and support. It has been my privilege to
serxve with my fellow officers of the Committeo, the two Vice-Chalrmen,
Ambassador Ordounea of the Philippines and Mr. Alpman of Turkey, as well as the
Committee's lLapporteur, Mr. Sader of Uruguay.

I should also like to extend my gratitude to the Uander-Secretary-Geueral
for Disarmament Affairs, Mr. Yasushi Akashi, aud the Under-Secretary-General
for Political and Security Council Affelyrs, Mr. Veslliy Safrouchuk, for their
support and guidance.

I believe that all members of the Cowmnittee will juin we in paying a
tribute to the Committee's Secretary, Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, whose advice has
coantributed to the smooth manner in which the Committee has completed its
programme of work during the forty-sizth session. I want him to kuow how
deeply grateful I snd the Committee are to him. I also greatly appreciate tho
contribution made by his colleagues - ia particular, tho.Aaulutant Secretary,
Mr. Sattar, Mr. lom, Mr. Lin , Mr. Ishiguri, Mr. Alasaniya, Ms. Patil,

Mr. Bigga, Ms. Brosanskova and Mrs. Amaritnant , for their commendable sorvico.

I should like o express my appreciation to the couference officers, the
interpreters - I thank them very much - the verbatim reporters, the press
officers and all the others who have enabled the Conmittee to function

effectively and efficlently.
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(The Chairman)
The Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays are approaching, so let me also
wish everyone present all the best and happiness.
It is my strong feeling that the Pirst Committee has achieved something
quite important. Once again, let me thank you all for your cooperatiom and

work. I feel privileged that I have had the opportunity to chair this

Committee.



