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The meeting was called to orxder at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA | TEMS 47 to 65 (gcoptinued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DI SARVAMENT ITEMS
Mr. AL-NASSER (Qatar) (interpretati on from Arabic): Al t hough this

is an item of whi ch the Pirst Committee has been seiszed for a number of years,
since its inclusion on the agenda ofthe General Assembly in 1974, it assumes
exceptional inportance this year. The M ddl e East peace conference after
which the international community aspired will be the first of its kind to
consider t he issue, There is N0 doubt that there can be no room for peace in
the regi on unless itis free of nucl ear weapons amd the attendant threat to
the security of the region and to international security.

From the very begi nning, my del egation has supported the principle of
establishing nucl ear - weapon-free somesthroughout the world, on the strength
of our belief that freeing a nunber of regioms from nucl ear weapons woul d work
in favour of achieving the overriding objective ofall, nanely nuclear
di sarmanment, and constitute a major step towards the optinal goal of the
i nternati onal community,anamely, general and conpl et e disarmameat under
international control. Inadditiontothis, the establishment of

nucl ear - weapon-free somes would |[ead to regional disarnanment.
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In addition to t he establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free some in the
Middle East, there is thepl an toturn Afri ca also into a nuclear-weapon-free
sone. Thereis also the Treaty of Tl atel ol co, which coverslLatin America.
There is also the plan forthe establishment of a similar zones in south Aeia
and the Pacific.

The main condition for t he establishmeat of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in
the M ddl e East ist he accession ofal| the States concerned tothe Treaty on
the Non- Proliferation of Nucl ear Wapons. Wile we notethat the States of
the region are parties to the non-proliferati on Treaty, we not0 that Israel is
theonly country that still refuses to accede tothat Treaty. W also note,
in this regard, t hat the novenent of accession to that Treaty is broadening.

In addition toSouth Africa’ s accession to the Treaty on 10 July 1991 and the
negoti ati ons betweenits Goverament and the Internatiomal At om c Energy Agency
(I AEA) concerning safeguards, both China and France have decl ared their
intention to accede to the Treaty and to conplete the quorum of nuclear States
acceding toit.

This poses t he questiont why does Israel hesitate to accede to that
Treaty? In this regard, | wish to refer to a book published recently entitled
Samson'‘'s Option, which reveals startling secrets concerni ng Israel's nucl ear
armament and t he factthat its nueleaur capability was put onfull alert
twice in1973. This news indicates the exi stence of a real nucl ear threat in
the region that prom ses nothing butoverkill and devastatiom foOr the
i nhabitants ofthat region andthwart8 every hope for peace and security in
the region, And all that has takem pl ace in abeol ute secrecy. A fact which
highlights the essential role of |AEA in nonitoring nuclear activities in the

contort of thenon-proliferation Treaty.
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Here | nurt point out that the Middle Bast Peace Conference woul d be the
idesl framevork for addressing t he isswe of non-proliferati on and the creation
of 2 nuclear-weapon-free sone i n the M ddl e Bast.

Inall ourprevious statements we urged that all that is needed to create
such a soneint he region shoul d be done., \\¢ have also stated that, unl ess
there is a drastic change in the prevailingconditions in the regioa and
unless Iasrael accedes tothe non-proliferati on Treaty, t he hop8 of
transforning the Mddle East intoa nucl ear-weapon-free sonewi || be thwarted.

The international comunity, through the resolutions ofthe General
Assembly, has cal |l ed for the i npl enentati on of the main provisions for t he
creation Of nucl ear-weapon-free sones. The states of the regi on have al so
call ed for refraining from the production, acquisition, devel opnent or
stockpiling of nuclear weapons andthe placing ofall nuclear installations in
t he region under the IABA's safeguards regime. However, we mnote with regret
that t he annual report of the Agency contai n8 no reference what soever to the
diversion of nuclear material to mlitary orweapon purposes. That report is
bared on the information volunteered by States in thatregard. G ven the
rapid novement of the disarmanent process towards the creatiom ofa clinmate
free Of t he stockpiling of nucl ear weapons and weapons of maas destruction as
well as conventional Wweapons the international community as a whole hopes t hat
there will be additional measures that woul d rei nforce confidence,
transparency and openness. The proposal to freethe region ofthe threat of

nucl ear weapons Should al so apply to all other types Of mass destruction

weaponry.
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We hop8 that 'the general Assemblywil|| adopt this draft resolution this
year. We hope that the plan forthe establishment of that nucl ear-weapon-free
goneW || be inplenmented, so as to hel p the proceas of nucl ear di sar manent and
ensure peace and security in the region.

Mr, WALKER (Jamaica): | wish to join previous delegations, Sir, in
warm y congratul ati ng you onyour election to the chai rmanshi p of the First
Committee and to extemd ny congratul ati ons tothe ot her officers of the
Committee.

THe past two years have been the most remarkable of t he post-war peri od.
The changes which have occurred in international political relations present
us with a uaique opportunity to achieve meaningful progress inthe field of
disarmament The col d war, accompanied by an arns race between the two
super-Powers whi ch reinforced tensions and wasted resources, is nowfinally at
an end.

The Secretary-Ceneral, in his annual report, has included in the
priorities fort he di sarmanent agenda the following: sear chi ng for new
stabilising reductionsin nucl ear weapoms; mai ntaini ng the regai ned noment um
Of support forthe Treaty on the Non-Proliferati on Of Nuclear Weapous;
arresting the uncontrolled proliferation of advanced weapons of mass
destruction and the relevant technologiess swiftly concluding a convention for
the conprehensive prohibition of chem cal weapomsj;and strengthening the basic
obligations of the Convention on biological weapons. There is genera
agreenent with the Secretary-Ceneral's assessnent of the disarmament
priorities, and in the mew i nternational climte ofcooperati on the process of

tackling these priorities has gained momentum.
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We welcome the efforts whi ch have been made since the beginning of this
year t 0 reduce nucl ear arsenals in Burope. These include the signiag inJuly
of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) by the United States and the
Soviet Uni on and the unil ateral decisions by bot h countries to reduce
ground- based tactical nuclear weapons, We also welecome the announcenent by
the North Atl antic Treaty Organization (MATO) on 17 Cctober ofitsdecision to
reduce certain cat egori es of nucl ear missiles. M del egati on hopes that these
initiatives will lead to furtherefforts for drastic reductions of nucl ear
weapons ofal |l typesby all nucl ear-weapon States, |eading eventually to their
total elimnation.

It is gratifying to note that a number of countries have recently acceded
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferatiom of Nucl ear Weapons. W& notein
particylar that China and Prance, nuclear Powers and permanent members of the
security Council, have announced that they intend to accede to that Treaty.

This is wel come news. W hope that other countries will follow this example.
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We are pleased to learn O the progress whi ch the Conference on
D sar manent has been naking in itswork ca the ctam cal -weapons conventi on.

V& hope that everyeffortwi || be made t 0 complete work onthe convention by
ear|ly next year.

My delegation Wi shes to expressitsS appreciation tothe Secretary-gener al
forhis report (A/46/301) on ways aad nmeans of pronoting transparency in
international transfers of conventional arns. | wish to draw particul ar
attention tothe section dealing with illicit arms transfers, since these
transfers are oftenlinked to the illicit trade in drugs, amd countries in my
regi on are sometimes used as transshi pnent points for thege illicit
activities. This presents a security problem for smal |l countriesand puts a
further strain ontheir limted resources. It is our hope that early action
will betakento inplenment the recommendations contai ned in the
Secretary-General's report.

The circumstances whi ch have led to the rt eps being taken to reduce
nucl ear weapons provide a Simlar justification amd opportunity for curtailing
t he excessive buil d-up of conventional weapons. Now that confrontati on has
been replaced by cooperation itis proving increasingly possible to tackle a
number of regional conflicts around the worl d aad to reduce the need for many
countries to be preoccupied with acquiring vast quantities of weapons. Over
the years these weapons have become not Only increasingly sophisticated and
destructive, but al so more expensi ve and, 1ike non-conventional weapons,
wast eful of scarce resources. These resources arerequired for ot her and more
productive purposes, and all countries, both developed and devel opi ng, need to
take urgent stops to reduce expenditure on both non-conventional and

conventional weapons.
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There are clear and compelling reasons why the reduction of militavy
expenditure has become a matter of great urgency. A major challenge posed by
the recent positive political changes is to find the resources to respond to
the expectations of people everywhere as a result of these changes. Moreover,
vhile we applaud the increasing trend towards damocracy, it is more and more
being appreciated that stability and social order cannot be maintained on the
basis of the affluence of a few and the increasing impoverishment of the vast
majority of people throughout the world.

On the basis of the current allocation of rescurces between military and
other expenditure it would appear that there is a shortage of resoarces to
tackle the problems resulting from the changes which have occurred and to deal
wit: other urgent priorities. Resources are required for investment in
‘Eastern Burope and the Soviet Union if éemocracy is te be sustained and the
hopes and aspirations of the peoples of those countries are to be realized.

At the same time, firm assurances have repeatedly been given by developed
countries that assistance to Eastern Burope will not result in diminishing the
assistance to, and ccoperation with, developing countries in dealing with the
enormous economic and social problems that confront them. Moreover, the
developed countries themselves need to deal with urgent social and other
problems. There is obviously a need for additional resources, and logic
points to a reduaction in military expenditure to make a sigmificant
contribution to meeting rescurce requirements.

Calculations have been made as to the savings that could accrue as a
result of mlready agreed disarmament and the additional resources that could
be releasud B8 the disarmement process continues. It is obvious that account

has to be taken of the considerable adjustment costz of disarmament, but on
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any cal cul ati on major benefits woul d accrue from a real |l ocation of resources
to productive purposes, and significant savi ngs woul d become avail abl e for
rconomia and social devel opnent.

The end of super-Power ri val ry, the increasingemphasis on collective
securityend the efforts to solve regional conflicts nmean thatdevel opi ng
countries can now concentrate to an oven greater extemtom devel opnent. These
countries, burdened by debt, under goi ng structural adjustmeat programmes and
unable to provide vitally reeded social programmes for hunan devel opnent, no
| onger need, nor can they afford, to spend vast sums on unproductive mlitary
expenditure. Devel oping countries, which have' the primry responsibility for
their own devel opnent, should not be spending - particularly in the changed
circumstances and with the pressing needs intheir countries -twot 0 three
times more money on nilitary equi pment and personnel than is being spent on
education and health care.

Al countriea, of course,have the right to defend themselves.

Sel f-defence is a natural instinct andi s recognised inArticle 51 ofthe
Charter of the United Nations. However, the world has indeed becone a safer
place, and as we | 00k towards a new world order there should be | eas omphasis
merely on military security. We mustgrasp the opportunity presented tO us
now to el aborate a new concept of international security, whiech rhould address
devel opment issuessuch as poverty, population growth, nmigration, debt,

envi ronnent al degradati on andthe establishment of democratic processes and
institutions. I nternational security should nolonger be limted to politica
and military considerations.

My del egati on endorses the vi ew expressed by t he Ambassador Of Brasil in

his statenent in the Committee on 15 Cctober, that denocracy, devel opnent and
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disarmament r houl d comstitute the foundation8 sustainingt he new structure Of
peace.

The concept Of disarmament and development har been discussed in this
forum for nearly t WO decades W t hout the prospectofanyreal progress.Today
we have the opportunity teo realise the peace divi dend eavisaged inpart
discussions ondisarmament and devel opnent. | n the interests of peace,
devel opnent and our | egacy to future generations, all countriesinthe quest
fora new worl d ordershoul d commit themselves t 0 reduce armaments and
mlitary expenditure. Let wus seekgenuinely to nake this commiftment sothat

we may all reap ths benefits of peace amdprosperity.
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Mr. KHAMSY (Lao People‘'s Democratic Republic) (interprei-tiom from

Freach)t Al | ow me Sir, on behal f of the Lao People‘'s Democratic Republic, to
aongratul ate you warnly on your unanimous el ection to the chai rmanshi p of the
First Commttee, Know ng how gifted and competeat you are, | am firmly
convinced thatour work Wi | | be crowned with success. We offer our warm
congratulations al so to the other officers of the Committea.

Exactly two years ag, in this very room, | expressed the hope t hat,
agai nst the background of détente and rapprochement between t he Soviet Uni on
and the United States = the twonilitarily nost powerful countries on Barth -
our world woul d inevitably nove towards a new era: an era of peace,
under st andi ng and cooper ation between peoples. Since then there have been
rapid and profound changes in the international situation, and already we are
able to assess their impact on the security of peoples and on the process of
their devel opment. Some of the effects ar e positive and encouraging; others
are more dangerous and uncertain.

The antagoni sms and confrontati ons between East and West at the time of
the cold war disappeared with the conclusion, in Paris|ast Novenber, of the
Treaty of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Burope (CSCEB) and the
ensui ng dissolution ofthe Warsaw Pact. Thus the danger of nucl ear
confrontation has progressively declined. Balf a dosem new States have
attained i ndependence and have | oi ned the community of natioms. |n South-Bar t
Asi a, peace and unity have been re-established in Canbodia t hrough the wel cone
conclusion, in Paris |ast week, of a Treaty that put am end to several years
of war and confrontation in that country. And the Conferemce to bs convened
In Madrid tonorrow, onthe initiative ofthe United States and under the joint
auspi ces ofthe Soviet Union and the United States, al ready promises to result

in a just and honourabl e peace i n the Middle East. Forsone tine the
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rituati on ia southern Africa has been developing i N o manner favourable to the
black peopl e of South Africa, WhO have besem struggling legitimately for the
complete dismantlement Oft he aparthei d system andthe to-ertablirluwnt ia
that country of a regime in which al| citiseas, Wi thout distinctiom a8 to race
or colour, may enjoy egqual democratic rights and freedoms.

The international community cam only rejoice at this positive snd
encouraging trend i n the world situation. But while the end of the ool d war
ha8 | ed to %“he disappearance of a bi pol ar wor|l d characterized by ideolegical
confrontati on betweeastwo rival blocs, t he new order whi ch is emerging - an
order that involveS a monopolar Wor|l d amd t hat strives to be just and fair -
ha8 not yet baen clearly defined. Uacertainties and confusion ® Ol %O hereand
there in various part8 ofthe world. The gap and the contradictions between
.the developed Rorth and t he poor South continua to growead to widen
dangerously. Arnmed conflicts rooted in ethaniec Or religious rivalries nud in
t he awakeni ng of nationalities are breaking outin certai n countries,
seriously threatemingt heir territorisl integrity 88 well a8 peacesnd
stability i n the regionst 0 whi ch t hey belong. \We are still far from havi ng
achieved a world totally safe from the threat of war or armed comflict - t hat
wor | d whi ah is desired so nuch, a world in which it woul d be possible
adequately to guarantee the ri ght8 and Aiaterestsofal | peoples,large and
mal | .

Given t he al arm ng proliferation of armaments of al | categories -
conventional, nucl ear, chemical and others - the question of gemeral and
complete disarmament continue8 to be of concern to nanki nd as 8 whole.

Negotiations at various levels - bilateral, regional and multilateral - on
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arms |initation and on disarmament are difficult and complex, and
eancouragenent of and Support for t hem should be accorded equal importance by
the international community. |l mustbe recogniszed, however, that itis at
the bilateral level that appreciable progressha8 beenachi eved. The sigming,
in 1987, of the Treaty betweenthe United State8 of Areri ca and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics on t he EBlimination Of their Intermediate-Range Ml
Shorter-Range Misailes - the INF Treaty - was a deci sive turaning-point in the
di sar manent procesa. And in the pastyear whave witnessed other
achievements of outstanding - if not historic - importance, i ncl uding the
Strategic ArmsReduction Treaty (START), which was signed i n Moscow last July
by President M khai| Gorbachev and Presi dent George Bush. In addition, we
must NOt € t he exchange by the tw Powers, in December 1990, Of the instruments
of ratification and the protocol 8 of two Treaties that deal with nuclear
testing - nanely, the partial test-bam Treaty amdthe Treaty ONn peaceful
nuclear explosions. The international community Wel coned warniy alse the very
recent announcenent by President Bush ofuni | at er al measures concerming t he
dismantling and wit hdrawal of ground- bared and sea- bar ed avclear weapons-
measures { hat were immediately reciprocated Ly President Mikhail Gorbachev,
who ha8 taken simlar, and i n some areas €vVen NDr e advanced, decisions.
Furthermore,,t he Sovi et Presi dent ha8 decided t O apply,unilaterally and
immediately, a one-year NDratori Umon nuclear-weapons testing by hi 8 country.
It &8 highly desirabl e that other nuclear Powersfol | ow t hat example.

Atthe regional level, the Lao People’'s Democratic Republic welcomes the
conclusion of the Treaty desigmed to prohibit nucl ear weapons i N Latin America

and the Treaty that proclainB the South Pacifie region to be a denuclearised
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sone. |t welcomesin partioul ar the signing, last year, ofthe Treaty on
Conventional Arned Forces in Europa, which was | aborioualy workedout within
t he framework of the Conference om Security and Co-operation im Europa, to
which | have already referred. That was a historic event, which gave new -
not to say decisive - inpetus tothe negotiations and work onall ot her
sectors of disarmament. The Agreement of 18 July 1991 between Argentina and
Brasil onthe use of nuclear energy for exclusively peaceful purposes must
al so be regarded as one of the achievenent8 ofthe regional efforts designed
to put am end to the proliferation of aweclear weapon8 in the South American
continent.

Atthe nultilateral level, ny del egation notesw th satisfaction the
major progress made by t he Ad Hoe Conmittee of the Confereace on Disarmament
in Geneva entrusted with t he taskof working outa convention banning the
desi gn, manufacture, acqui sition, transfer and use Of shemical weapons and
securing the t ot al destructiom of such weapons. |f the progress imt he
negoti ati on8 continues - and everyone hopes it will - theredis goodreason to
believe that the final draftof this convention will he conpleted soon M

that the instrument Wwil| be ready for Signature in 1992, -as pl anned.
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Itis al so comforting to | earn that Chi na and Prance seem to bet oady to
accede to the 1968 Treaty on the Non-Proliferati on of Nuclear Weapous. Thi s
decision, i f carried out, would notfail to influence t he fewpotentially
nucl ear Stateathat arestill hol di ng back tonove in the same directi on and
thuato reinforce t he universal character of the Treaty amad it8
effectiveness. Special mention must be nade Of the tireless and sustained
activity of t he Departnent for Di sarmanent Affair8 for havi ng organised
seminars, symposiums and coaferencest hroughout the world with & view to
sensitiaing public opinion in each country orregion as much a8 possible to
the danger that the arm8race nmi ght present amd to the need to put amend to
it and proceed t owar d8 disarmament.®

Last year, a certain number of delegatioms, including ny own, raised with
concern the gueatioa of weapon8 transfers, particularly to devel oping
countries, Sucntransfers,if they are not regul ated internationally,
threaten to becone a souwrce of t ensi on, conflict and destabilisation i n these
countries, and t o dangerously compromise t hc peace efforts of our
Organisation. M del egati on welcomes the fact that, this year, t he First
Committee has seriously t ackl ed t he question aud t hat an appropriate
resolution wi || be adopted on this topic. Itbelieves, however, that the
regul ation in question should cover notonly conventional weapons but alro all
weapon8 of mass destructi on and thr techmology for thedir nanuf acture,

Along the same |[ine ofthinking ny delegation is also opposedto the
establishment of military baser and of arms and nuniti on8 depots,andto the

carrying out ofmlitary manoeuvres by certain Powers outside their own

* M. Alpman (Turkey), vice-Chairman, tookthe Chair.
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territory. Wth the end ofthe cold war,ny del egation believer that measures
in the framework of disarmament arc needed toput am end to such practices.

Generaland conpl ete di sarmanent is an arduous amd | ONg-t er m enterprise.
In order trulyto guarantee peace and security for the people8 ofthis world,
at the current atage of negoti ati ons on disarmament it is necessary first that
countries posseassingnuclear \eapon8 8houl d solemaly undert ake - £ollowing t he
example of Chi na and t he Soviet Uni on -mnot to bethe firstt 0 use such
weapons, and thatal| countries w thout exception ahould adhere to the five
principles of Pancha Shila. The Lao People‘s Denocratic Republic, which has
al ways espoused the policy of peaceful co-existence, is ready to contribute,
within it8 modest means, t 0 t he success Of our Committee‘'s work.

M) GISLASON {( lcelyand)af di sar mament and arms contr ol
has frequently beenencapsul ated in a well-known netaphor to the effect that
incol d weather people put on clothes to keep warmand do not subsequently
need a directive to undress when the good weather returns. The anal ogy is
t hat disarmament i S an inevitable phenonenon if political rel ationships are
characterized by nutual trust rather thaam by fear and suspi ci on.

| N many ways, events in recent years have proventhis to be true.
Geatly inproved political relationa between the countries which were once
| abel | ed asBast and Westare already reflected in the realignnent oftheir
mlitary forcer. The failed coup in the Soviet Union last August was an
important juncture in this respect, a8 itdenonstrated the tenacity of
denocracy and resulted in a fundanental reassessment of arms control policies
by the United States, | eading to President Bush's i nportant initiative |ast

month and President Cor bachev's reciprocation.
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The informal reciprocal approaoh of PresidentBush and President
Qor baahev represent8 a wel cone departure gromthe traditionally cumbersome
met hod of reachi ng negoti at ed arnB control agreements. |t is to be hoped that
arnm8 control wit&out agreemeat is a trend which signifies the demise Of t he
maxi m*trust but verify,, , whereby *trust*woul d now predomi nant|ly symbolise
t he new quality of 'politiaal relation8 in the post-cold-war era.

W particularly applaud the initiative to reduce and redepl oy naval
nucl ear weapoms, which will affect over 5 000 such devices. |celand ha8 on
aumerous occasi on8 nai ntai ned tbat notonly strategiec but also non-strategic
naval nucl ear weapons should be included in t he disarmement and arms-coatrol
process. \\& are convinced that reaurity in northernseas W || be considerably
enhanced fol |l owi ng these positive announcements by the United States and t he
Sovi et Uni on.

Furthermore, CUrrent proposals onstrategic nucl ear weapon8 nmy provide
t he basis for fol | ow up negotiations onthe Strategic Arns Reduction Treaty
(START). Theredis no doubtthat present political condition8 provi de a uni que
opportunity for cuts in strategic nucl ear weapons that go well beyond the
reduction8 prescribed by the START Treaty. Negotiated agroements wi ||
continue to be a useful sndnecessary framework for sol ving various and often
conpl ex problens in the field of disaxrmament and arnB control, particularly
such gl obal issues a8 nuclear proliferation and chem cal and bi ol ogi cal
weapons.

The danger of the further proliferation of nuclear weaponsis oneof the
most ominous security challenges Of the 19908. The ® xporure ofthe vast Iraqi
nucl ear programme is a case in point. |t denonstrate8 the need to e n8ure the

i npl enentation of the non-proliferation Treaty through effective and active
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verification. |celand welcomes the receat accession Of New members to the
Treaty. Ihe anmounced intention8 of ¥France and China to accede are
particularly important. We are confideat that Bstonla amd Latvia will gfollow
the exanpl e oflLithuani a and becore parties to the Treaty.

In the present political context, a comprehensive nuclear-test buu ia
primarily, though NOt exclusively, desirable i N order t O strengthen t he
non-proliferation regime., |t would onmcourage all States, including
non-signatories { O the non-proliferation Treaty, aot to teat auclear weapons.
Itcoul d thereby restrain the se-cailed threshol d State8 from developing and
acqui ri ng auclear wespons.

The Ceneva negotiation8 on chemical weapons have progressedto the point
where & successful conclusion seems imminent. We arc confidemt that, while
substantive issues remain to be solved, a Verifiable chenical weapons
convention wi || soom be realised.

The Third Revdew Conference ofthe Parties to the biolegical weapons
Convention was recently brought to a successful conclusion. The agreed
confidence-building measures make 6 significant comtribution toward8greater
transparency and openness,\Whi Ch can streagthent he Convention. Similarly,
the agreement ON establishing anad hoc group Ofexperta te exani ne the
scientif ic and technical aspects Of possi bl e verification measures was a
posi ti Ve development.

| would like to join previous speakers W0 have referred to the grow ng
international acceptance Of a broader concept Of security eacompassing
military, political. ® cononia, social and ecological factors, This wi der

perception of security and the awareaeas Of various interdependencies have
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beenattainedthrough a gradual ® volution8ry process. |tshould @ n8bl o usto
deal with newgl obal security challenges i N a compreheasive manner.

The broad definition of security includes riskst o the marine ® nvironnBnt
t hrough actual eaad potential accideatsinvolving muclear reactors it sea. At
present there are nai nly three sources of radiocactive materials which can
affect the nmari ne environments the disposal at sea of low-level solidified
radi oacti ve wastesthe discharge of low-level radioactive |iquid ® ffluont) and

mariti ne aceidents and losses involvingradi oacti ve materials.
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\¢ need to devote equal attention to all three ® O O'UM4I = whioh have
hitherto been subject t o the Contracti ng Partiest O the London Dunpi ng
Conventi on as well as the International Atomic Energy Agency (IARA) and
International Mariti ne Organisation (IMO) regulationa; also in a regional
oontut the Paris Convention forthe Preveation of Mazine Pol | uti on from
Land-Based Sources. We arc however ofthe view t hat insufficient attentio
has ken givea t 0O accidentsi nvol vi ng seaborne nucl ear - power reactors, Whi
areocaly toa linited ® xtent coveredby internatiomal safety codes.

Currently there arm close to 600 nuclear-power reactorsi n ships and
submarines aroundthe worl d. These reactors - whi oh should be regarded as
mobile auclear-power pl ant 8 -~ great|y outnumber t he approxi nately
420 nucl ear - pover plants Whi ch have beea built on leand.

Incidents and accidents involving seaborne nuclear reactors have bee:
aumerous. Most Of them have resulted from collisions, fires, groundings,
® xpl Bi (N8, equipment failures, \weather conditions or floodings, and aome
been serious. Report8 indicate that at least nine nuclear reactor8 are 1
on the bottom Of the ocean.

Nuclear submarine accidents i n recent years are .a stark reminder Of
possibly disastrous consequences Whi oh could befal | nation8 that depend ¢
1iving resources Of the sea. The release of radioactive nateri al froma
resctorplanttothemarine® HTXJ[ H+Hé4¢ particularlyinshallow waters,
sigunificent risks Of contamination to fisheries and spawning qrounds. T
total 1088 of a nuclear-power reactor Wwoul d conpound the danger.

Iceland b;loo it8 ® Q1D@! |y mainly on coastal £ighing and the subsequ
0 XIOOO¢ of commodities and we alreadyknowthat eventhe £aintest suspici

radioactive contemination can affect international markets. following 8
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submarine accidents i N Northernwaters in t he [ate 19808, there were immediate
inquiriea from major buyer 8 of Icelandic fish products a8 t 0 whether fish
stocks had been affected. SUOh ¢guestions WOre asked despite the long
distances involved. Consequently,we have t O recognise and respect these
sensitivities, particularly a8 far a8 radi ati on is conceraed,

Consideration Of measures t 0 reduce the likelihood andi npact of suclear
accidents i nvol vi ng seaborne recaatorrbegaa in the 19508 in parallel with the
development of nuclear propulsion for seagoing ships. t he | nternational
Convention for the Safety of Life at 8ea (SOLAS) specifying safety
recommendations applicable t 0 nuol ear merchant ships, was signedin London in
1960. The IM0 adopted =“and published the Code of Safety for Nuclear Merchant
Ships i n 1981, The process Of keeping this oode up to date has now been
initiated as a reault ofa Nordie initiative at | AEA in 1990.

Pollowing the Three M | e Ialand and Chernobyl accidents, there ha8 been
increasing concera about the adequacy of emergency pl anni ng and preparedness
in the ® V8llt Ofdisasters. The Convention on the Barly Notificatiom of a
Nuclear Accident and the Conventi on on Assistancei n the Case of a Nuclear
Accident Or Radiological Bmergencyentered into foroe ia 1986 and1987
respectively. 8ince 1969, IABA, which is the depository Of these
international Conventions, ha8 operated an emergeancy response system to
receive and aisseminate information and to coordinate assistance. pyth apply
to accidents at sea.

Thus the international community ha8 ® 8tabli8hed various parameters
regardi ng the operatiom of nuclear-power reactorsat sea but shortcomings
still renain. Whereas there exi St safety guidelines for al | nuclear-power

reactors 0oa | and, such guidelines for nuclear reactors at sea are only
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applicable to the relatively feweivilian nucl ear- power ed ships. Most
seaborne nucl ear reactor8 are not subject to any sagety codes. Both IABA and
IMO have responsibilities which are linited tothe peacefuluses of nucl ear
energy by virtue oftheir statute8 but which do not concernnaval vessels.

Recent accidents involving seaborne nucl ear reactor8 clearly denonstrate
the urgency of assessing the necessity and feasibility of agreeing r
effective international measures to inprove reactor safety and avoid reactor
acci dents whi ch may jeopardize t he ecosystemand | iving natural resources.
The devastating consequences of a Chernobyl at sea must be avoided. The
CGovernnent of Icelazd believes that it would be constructive if the
Secretary-CGeneral, perhaps through a group of qualified governnental experts,
woul d undertake a study Witha viewto i dentifying the riskstothe narine
environment posed by possible accident8 involving seaborme nucl ear reactors,
assessing such accidents and defining measuresto reduce the risk involved
An explanatory nenorandumon thi s suggestion wil| shortly be distributed in
this f orum

Mz ALMUARKAF (Li byan Areb Jamahiriya) (interpretation from

Arabic): The Moroccan del egation ha8 already spoken on behal f of the Arab
Maghreb including Mauritania, Mrocco, Libyam Arab Janmhiriya and Tunisia, but
permitme to add the following to what was said in thatstatement. | should
like toconvey ta Anbassador Robert Mroziewics of Poland our warm
congratul ations om his election to the chairmanship of the First Comittee at
t he forty-sixth session of the General Assenbly. | amconvinced that he wll
contribute to the success Of the Committee'ns WOrkin the light of hi 8

experience and skills in disarnmanment.
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JVf course, | should also |i ke t 0O thank hi 8 predecessor, Ambassador
Jai Pratap Rsna Who conducted t he proceedings Of the Committee insuch an
exemplary fashion. | should also like t0 CONvVOy our warmcoagratulations to
t he other officers Of the Committee.

A climate Of understanding sad détente i n internmatiomal relation8 that is
unprecedented in history prevaiis in the world today. Thore rel ation8 have
i nproved and devel oped positively bet ween Statesw.ich untilon|y yesterday
regarded each O her Wth aistrust and suspicion. International relationms have
also seen political changes and changesin t he security and disarmament
field, This ha8 led topositive development8 with regardt O resolving
problems and coanflicts through understanding and coordination rather than
hostility and conf ronta‘.ion.

My del egation welcomer the rapprochement between Bast and West and the
developments Whi ch are takiag place in the world today through bilateral and
nmultil ateral negotiations that aim at reachinc agreements on the elimination
of nucl ear weapons totally and without exception or aiscrimination. That will
make it possible for us t 0 spare the wor| d the horror of nuclear weapon8 whi ch
contiuue t 0 be manufactured and stockpiled i n groat aumbersthroughou: the
wor | d.

We arc witnessing today truly important historic @ vOnt8, We would simply
hope that these hopes will Nnot be dashed andthat our optimism will not be
inere illusion because We dO mota that, ri de by side with all the developments
whi ch engenderoptimism, the ® J5+X55(1 oftemsiom andthe ® ffoativa aadbol d
measures { aken by the two super-Powers i n t he coutext of 8 now perspective Of

intornational security thatall ow8 forreduction8 in nuclear weapons, there
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still ® i 3te the fact that the arsenals of t he nuclear-weapon StateS still
have the capability of destroying the world many times over,

This fact makes it necessary for those State8 to seriously consider the
threat this poses to international peace and security and roalise that there
is a need gorthe political will tOelimnate totally all those weapons.

My del egati on wel coner the concrete progress achi eved i n the negotiations
on the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START)amd the reduction in the
strategic nuclear weapons Of t he twO super-Powersthat such progress | cad8
to. My country wel cone8 al 80 every proposal that aims at the total
el i m nati on of nuclear weapon8 amd t he hal ti ng of the arnB race.

Speaking of nucl ear weapon8 must | ead tothe problem of proliferation.

My country wi sher to stressthe extrene importance of the early conclusion of
a treaty on a total nuclear tort ban and hope8 that the nucl ear-weapon State8
wi || have the necessary political will| to keeptheir promises and hasten 10
adopt t he necessary measuresto end their nucl ear testswhich, betweenthe
signing of t he partial-test-ban Treaty in 1963 and the end of 1989, nunbered
1,271 recorded twsts, a8 nentioned in PTB Conference Room Paper 5. Such
measures \\Wul d strengthen the current effort8 whi ch aim attotal M conpl ete
disarmament and the prevention ofthe devel opnent and productiorn of more
advanced or entirely nmew nuclearwespons. Mbreover, the halting of tests
would work i n favour of sparing the -international community and spare it from
the ® nvironnmtal aand health hasards posed by nucl ear explosions.

Therefore, we must take action to achieve the principal objective we all
aimat, nanely, the early comclusion of a comprehensive test-ban treaty under

effective i nt ernati onal control, in consonance with the United Nations
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objectives. It is ourconviction that this woul d be the best practical way of
halting and reverring the nucl ear-arnB race. Therefore, ny country wl|
continue tourgethe pursuance oOf this process until the ultimte goal of
freeing the world of the horror8 of sueh weapon8 is achi eved.

My countryreiterate@it8 resolve to work for the establishment of
nucl ear -weapon-free sonesi N &1l parts of the worldw th a viewto ensuring
the energence of a world that would be totally free of such weapons and t he
strengthening of international peace andsecurity in the light ofthe
specific characteristics of each region.

It is on this basis t hat my delegatior supportsthe 1964 Cairo
Deol araticn of Heads of St at e and Govermment Oof the Organisation of African
Unity (QAU) which ealied for a nucl ear-weapon-free Africa.

My del egati on also wel coner President Hosni Mubarak’'scall fora
auclear-weapon-free M ddl e Bast. Bowever, in the teeth ofall these calls by
the international community for nucl ear - weapon-free sones, t he tworaci st
regimes in South Africa and in occupied Palestine continue to carry out
nuclear-weapon t est 8 and exchange | Nnf or mat i on om nucl ear programmes. It. is
these tworacist regimes that obstructthe ridding ofthe Africam continent
and the M ddl e Bast of this nucl ear nightmare. The destructiom oft he nucl ear
weapon8 ofthese two raci st regimes and theterni nation oftheir nuclear
weapons devel opnent and marufactureprogrammes is a aine gqua pon for naking
Africa and the M ddl e East nucl ear-weapon-free sones.

Wii | e my delegation hoper that the world will take the necessary action
and strictly abide by the principle ofnon-proliferation it note8that certain

nucl ear - weapon 8tataes continue tofl out thatprinciple andgive direct and
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i ndirect assistance tothere tworegime8 in a mannerthat enables themto
continue {0 produce nuclear weapons and devel op further t heir collaboration,
i N theixr nucl ear ceapacities andt heir delivery systems,

It is disturbing to note the report8 of The ¥Nashington Poat on
27 September 1990 and 27 October 1991 Whi ch have been contirmed by t he NBC
television network, regarding the joint venture bythe S8outh African regime
end the 2iocalst entity in the development of medium-range missiles capabl e of
delivering nuclear warheads.

There two raci st regimes Z0M ® ngcgod | a developing t he meansof
i ntimdati ng neighbouringStates. The 3ioniat eatity'scontinued refusal to
abi de by the Genersl Assembly'surging toplace it8 nucl ear installations and
facilities under the Internationsl Atomic Energy Agency's (IABA) safequards
regime isknowa to0 all. That regimecontinuer to devel op and tert
medium-range missiles capabl e ofdelivering nucl ear warhead8 to it 8 targets.
One of those a1881188 fell near t he secomd | argest eity in my country. Thi s,
of course, ® xpo8ed the safety and recurity of my country to grave dangers and
showed complete disregard for the peace and recurity notonly ofthe region
but of the world.

The fact thatt he88 twO regimes possess nucl ear weapoms not only
t hreaten8 peace and recurity throughout the Middle Bast butt hr oughout the
world. This war attestedto by aa article in Zhe New York Timea of 20 Cct ober
this year when it reviewed Hirsch's new book The Samson Option., whi ch states
that the number O nuclear Weapon8 possessed by Israelfare XCe(d8 what the
Uni t ed States Goverament previously believed. The book also shows t hat one of

Israel’s potential principal targets was the Soviet Union. All this in
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addition tothe statements made by the Iraeli nuclear technician, Vanuauw, to
t he Sunday Times of London, some timeago .

One cannot speak of di sar manent wit hout nentioning conventional weapons.
The world has witnessed many armnmed comflicts since the end of World Wsr Il in
which conventional Weapons claimed nillion8 oflives. A great deal of money
has been speat on the acquisition and developme t of such weapons. My
del egation believes that it is high time that this matter wvas aldressed
seriously and calls upon all States to abide by the principles of the United
Nations Charter and refrain from the threat or the use of force and
interference dm the internal affairsofother States. At the sanme time we
must make further efforts to halt this fevered race.

In this respect my del egation wel cones the recent agreenent between the
two bl ocs to reduce their conventional forcesin Burope. W wel cone, too, tha
efforts bei ng made in the context ofthe various conferences on Security and
Cooperation &m Europe. Proceedi ng from my country’8 belief in the need to
strengthen international peace and security and the need to prevent the human
race from chenical and biological warfare, mycountry hastened to sign the
1925 CGeneva Protocol forthe Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxi ati ng,
Poi sonous or Ot her Gases, and of Bacteriol ogi cal Methods of Warfare.

My country al so participated in all the Conferences on this subject and
we state now that we support the need fora total ban on the devel opnent,
production, stockpiling and use of chenical weapons and on their eventual
destruction. W also believe that current stockpiles should be under
international control until an agreementis reached on their destruction, M

del egation also affirms its full adherenceto the Convention on the

% VN ALY YO —
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Prohibition 04 the Devel opment, Produotion and Stockpiling of Bacterivlogical
and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction.

We al so belleve that there 48 need to reaffirm paragraph 45 of the
programme Of action included in the Final Documeat ofthe first special
seasion of t he General Assembly on Disarmament which categorises chemical
weapons i t h nuclear weapoms under the headi ng of weapons of mass destruction
while giving priority tothe deatruction of nuclearweapons.

The Mediterranean shoul d beconme a nucl ear-weapon-free some and the
facilities of al | the reglon‘ascountries should be under internationa
control, Wit hout discrimination. All the rveglomn's countries should undertake
to abide by international agreements.

&ot her question whieh warrants our special attention is the arms racein
outer space. The possibilities of using outer space fornilitary purposes are
a source of concern to the whol e worl d as they anmount to a further escal ati on
of an arms race that would have grave consequences for international peace and

security.
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G ven the faot that outer spaae is the heritage ofall mankind, ny
country'sview i S thatman's accesst 0 exploraton of outer space Nust be
exploited forthe benefit ofall nmankind as a whole and that spaceshoul d be
resoxrved sol el y forpeaceful purposes. In orderto avoid the erection of
further obstacles i n t he way of di sarmanent, we call for the prohi bition of
t he militarisation of outer space which shoul d be used for humanitarian,
peaceful and scientific purposes. ToO use outer space for hostile purposes,is
toaggravate the tendemcy towards its nmilitarisation in a mananer that woul d bs
suretothreaten international peace and security and stepup the arms race.
It i s common knowl edge that the Israelis have |aunched mssiles and spy
satellites into outer space tO spy on African and Arab countries.

My del egation al so stresses the extrene inportance of issue of naval
armanents and naval disarnmanent. Today, the oceans and sass ofthe world
bristle with weapons of mssdestruction that are included in the armaments of
submarine and surface vessels alike, This creates temsion, i npedes peacef ul
maritine activities which iaclude transport and communications, affects
adversely international trade andthe world econonmy and threatensthe peace
and security ofcoastal States. My country, therefore, has consistently
supported all international and regional efforts,in the United Nations and
other international and regional organisations, to elimnate such weapoas.

Qur world has the capability to provide better human 1ife for a1l
mankind. It also has the nmeans of wiping life off the face of the pl anet. If
ourworl d was able to achi eve disarmament, this woul d create the necessary

climate that is indispensable forthe prosperity ofthe world s peoples.
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It is indeed painful to find that some States, gartiaularly of the
devel opi ng world, tead to devote thedr natural and hunman resuvurces to the
@ sguisition andstockpiling ofarmaments, to0 Weapons research and the
acquisition oOf new types of nuclear and other weapons of nass destruction at
the ® xpeaso ofsone oftheir mostpressing social, hunanitarian and
development needs, thus leaving their peopl es at t he mercy of ignorance,
disease, poverty, homlessness and hunger,

As an Africamcountry, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya pays veryparticul ar
atteantion to thei ssue of nuclear and t oxi c wastes whi ch are dumped by some
nuclear States and their companieg in the | ands ofdevel opi ng countries,

e speciallyi nAfrica. Suah wastes are highly detrinental to the environment
“and to people al i ke. We support the measures proposed by the Organisation of
African Unity and second the International Atomie Energy Agency’s condemnati on
of such practicea. \W al so support all the efforts and programmes of other

international bodies in this respect and call uponthis . Committee to take
practlcal st eps to remedy t he situation.

My del egati on attaches parti aul ar importanceto the probl em ot
verification whi ch i s esseatisl forthe achievemeat of any real progressin

t he field of disarmament. Here, ny del egation w shes tocommend t he

Secretary-General's reportson the United Natioms rolo in the area of
verificationend the need toapply the rules ofverification wthout exceptio
or discrimination.

Mindful of the meedtopronote the principle oftransparency in the ares
of arms transters of al | ki nds and quantities, ny del egati on supports in

principle the devel opnent of a conventional weapons transfer register.
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However, such a regi ster shoul d 4nclude, in addition to conventional weapons.
al |l other types of armaments, especially t hose ofnaSS destruction.

| n oonal usi on, ny delegati~-n wishes toreiterate it S belief inthe
importanceOf the United Ratioms rol e i n t he maintenance Of international
peace and security and attaches (reat importance tO the Organisation's
unrem tting efforts t 0 achi eve disarmament. By the same tokem, ny del egati on
wi shes to pay tribute tothe Secretary-General forthe rol e he has played,
for hi s efforts and, especi al |y, for hi s valuable reports in this connection,
We shoul d also | i ke to thank Mr. Yasushi Akashi, Under-Secretary-Ceneral for
Disarmament Affairs, whosereports have called upon the international
community t0 contribute furtherto the Organisatioa's effortst o0 di scharge its
responsibilities in the area of disarmanment. Weagree With hi mthat research
centres woul d contribute to the expansion ofour horisoms in the area of

disarmament and, thereby, contribute to the consolidation of i nt ernati onal

peace and security.



