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RM/2 A/C.l/;ﬁ/PV.Z
The neetinu was called to order at 3,20 p.m.
STATEMENT BY THE CHAI RVAN
The CHAI RVAN.  Let ne begin our proceedi ngs by extending awarmand
sincere welcone to all delegations to the First Conmttee of the General
Assenbly. | have no doubt that we will work in the spirit of friendly and
productive cooperation during the current session.

I should 1ik~ to take this opportunity to express, on behalf of the
menbers of the First Conmttee and on ny own behal f, our nost sincere
congratul ations to the Covernnents and peoples of the Denocratic People’s
Republic of Korea, the Republic of Korea, the Federated States of M cronesia,
the Republic ofthe Marshall Islands, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of
Latvia and the Republic of Lithuania, on their new menbership in the United
Nations. Menbers ofthe Commttee warmy wel cone the representatives of these
new MemdersOf the Organization, which enlarge and strengthen its universa
scope, and look forward to working with temjointly in pronoting the noble
ainms and ideals enbodied in the Charter of the United Nations.

My election as Chairman of this body is a tribute to mycountry and to
nyself. Myappreciation extends to all delegations for the confidence they
have placed in me. | wll endeavour to acconplish the tasks ahead in a nanner
that will justify the confidence and faith you have so generously bestowed
upon me.

Let mesayfirst of all how nuch | appreciate the very kind gesture
extended to meby M. Mhan Bahadur panday, Deputy Permanent Representative of
Nepal to the United Nations, when he nom nated meat the first meeting of the
Committee. | request himto be so kind as to convey, on behalf of the

Committee and on myown behal f, our congratulations and gratitude to
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(Ihe Chairman)
Anbassador Jai Pratap Rana for the outstanding manner in which he presided
over our deliberations at the forty-fifth session.

Since the forty-fifth session the international comunity has w tnessed
an unprecedented nunber of initiatives related to disarmanent and
international security. Those devel opments, which are to a |large extent a
reflection of some of the nonentous events taking place in the inproving
international political climate, wll likely set the tone of the debate and
work of the Committee. It is ny hope that the positive nmovenent in the
disarmarment field since the forty-fifth session will act as a catalyst for
further efforts to find areas of conmon understanding, to reach consensus in
the drafting ofresolutions, and to further the rationalization of the work of
the Committee.

As| undertake ny duties | wll depend on the cooperation and assi stance
of the entire menbership of the Commttee as well as on the valuable
experience, know edge and conpetence ofthe Under-Secretary-Geueral for
Political and Security Council Affairs, M. Vasiliy Safronchuk, and of the
Under - Secretary-Ceneral for Disarmanment Affairs, M. Yasushi Akxashi, and of
course of the Secretary of the First Conmttee, Mr.Sohrab Kheradi, and his
col l eagues in the Secretariat, who will contribute greatly to the success of
our work. It is my belief that the First Committee will profit fromtheir
experience, and we |ook forward to their support in dealing with the many
significant issues betore US.

| amfully aware that the tasks assigned to the First Conmttee are
conplex and nultifaceted, but with your help, guidance and indul gence | intend
to discharge the onerous responsibili‘-ies of ny post with determnation,
devoticn and inpartiality in ordcr to ensure that our work is conducted in an

orderly fashion and that our endeavours will result in a successful conclusion.
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ELECTION OF THE VI CE- CHAI RVEN AND THE RAPPORTEUR

The CHAIRVAN. | should like to draw the Commttee's attention to
t he decision takenby the General Assenbly at its 1935th neeting on
22 Septenber 1971 concerning the procedure for the election of officers of the
Main Committees. According to the terns of that decision, the nomnations of
candi dat es should be limted to one statement for each candi date, after which
the Commttee should immediately proceed to the election. The Commttee wll
therefore follow that procedure today.

M. NEUHAUS (Australia): On behalf of Australia, and in the absence
of M. Ronald Mrris, who was a Vice-Chairman |ast year, | have great pleasure
In nomnating the Pernmanent Representative of the Philippines,

M. Sedfrey Ordonez, as Vice-Chairman of the First Commttee at its
forty-sixth session this year. M. Odonez is a distinguished jurist and
writer and has been his country's Solicitor-General and Secretary of Justice

before his appointnent here.
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(M. Neuhaus, Australia)

| commend this nomnation to the First Conmttee and would like to take
this opportunity to thaak the nenbers of the Bureau and Secretariat for their
assi stance and to assure themof Australia's full cooperation in the work of
the First Commttee this year

Th |RVAN. | thank the representative of Australia for his

statement noninating Anbassador Sedfrey A Ordonez of the Philippines forthe
post of Vice-Chairman. | thank himfor his kind remarks addressed to me.l
W sh to conveyt hrough himto M. Ronald S. Mirrris the Conmttee's
appreciation for his valuable contribution to the work of the Commttee in his
capacity as Vice-Chairnman during | ast year's session.

There being no other nomnations, | shall take it that, in accordance
with rule 103 of the rules of procedure and in keeping wth established
practice, the Conmttee w shes to dispense with the vote by secret ballot and
to decl are Anbassador Sedfrey A. Ordonez el ected Vice-Chairnman of the First

Commttee by acclamation.

First nm ¢ Y I tion.
Mr. MARTYNOV (Belarus) (i nterpretation from Russian)! M. Chairnan,

first | should like to congratulate you sincerely on yourelection to this
i nportant and responsible post. | feel sure that you will successfully handle
the difficult tasks assigned to you and that youw || measureup to our
hopes. | am particularly happy to congratulate the representative of a
friendly neighbouring country with which Belarus has been |inked for many
centuries with the closest of ties.

Today, it is an honour and a pleasure for me to submt as a candidate for

Vice-Chairman of the First Conmittee Mr.Ahmet Nazif Alpman. M. Alpman has
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(M. Martvnov, Belarus)
been a counsellor at the Permanent M ssion of Turkey to the United Nations
since 1 January 1966. Hehas been a representative of Turkey in the First
Conmttee since he came to work in New York. Disarmanent and internationa
security affairs are the issues with which he deals. M. Alpman conpl eted
studies at Strasbourg University in France in 1978 and began to work for the
Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Turkey. Until 1983, he held various positions
within the Mnistry and also in the Turkish Consulate in Los Angeles and in
the Turkish Consulate in China. In 1985 he was First Secretary in the main
division on political issues in the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Turkey in
Ankara. In 1986 he was appointed Chef de Cabinet in the Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs in his capital. That was a post which he held until he took up his
present post in New York.

| believe that if elected as Vice-Chairman of the First Commttee, he
will certainly discharge nost ably the tasks assigned to him

The CHAI RVAN: | thank the representative of Belarus for his

statement nomnating M. Ahmet Nazif Alpman of Turkey for the post of
Vice-Chairman. | thank himalso for the kind remarks he addressed to ne. |
do think that the centuries-old ties that he mentioned between Pol and and
Belarus are going to be strengthened in the near future. | wish to convey to
himthe Conmttee's deep appreciation for the distinction with which he
carried out his duties as Vice-Chairman |ast year and for the valuable
contribution he nade to the Conmttee's work during that session.

There being no other nomnations, | take it that, in accordance with

rule 103 of the rules of procedure and with established practice, the
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(Ihe Chajrman)
Comm ttee once again wishes t0 dispense with the secret ballot and declare
M. Anmet Nazif Alpman Vice-Chairnman of the First Commttee by acclamation.

1 elected Vice- i n_ofthe First

Th | RMAN: May |l express to the two 'Vice-Chairmnmen mywarmest
congratul ations on the well deserved honour that has been conferred upon them
and assure themthat | amfully confident that we shall cooperate in a
constructive and harnoni ous manner so that we maybe able jointly to discharge
the responsibilities incunbent upon us.

M. AFETA (Togo) (interpretation fromFrench): Sir, | should Iike
to join preceding speakers in extending to you, on behalf of the Togol ese
del egation and on behal f of vr. Lawson-Betum, t he out goi ng Rapporteur, the
warmest and mostSi ncere congratul ati ons on your election as Chairman of oar
Commttee. W should also like to congratulate the two Vice-Chairnmen whom we
have just elected. W assure you of our full support and cooperation.

In afew moments we shall be electing the Rapporteur forthis session.
My delegation would like to recall that, given the conplex nature of the work
of the Rapporteur and particularly of the Rapporteur of such an inportant
Commttee as the First Coomttee, the candidate for the post should have a
nunber of abilities and qualitites enabling him to discharge hismandate
adequately.  Accordingly, the Togol ese delegation would like to nonminate for
el ection to the post of Rapporteur of the First Commttee
Mr.Pabl o Em |10 Sader, Mnister Counsellor and Deputy Pernanent
Representative of Uuguay to the United Nations. He has a diploma in
international law and international relations and is a career diplonat.

Before occupying his current post, he had been, anmong other things, First
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(Mr, Aféta, Togo)

Secretary at the Embassy of Uruguay in Paris from 1981 to 1986. He was the
Deputy Director for Latin America in the Uruguayan Ministry for Foveign
Affairs in 1988 and was Chef de Cabinet in the Foreign Ministry botween 1988
and 1989. As members can see, Mr. Sader is a very able, talenced and
experienced diplomat. He has great experience and diplomatic skills and I
feel that those will make him an excellent Rapporteur for this Committee. My
delegation would appreciate it, Mr. Chairman, if you would give our proposal
due consideration.

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the representative of Togo for nominating
Mr. Pablo Emilio Seder of Uruguay for election to the post of Rapporteur of
the First Committee. | should like to thank him for the kind words he
addressed to me. | wish to convey through him, to mr. Lawson-Betum, the
Committee’s appreciation of the task he so ably performed as Rapporteur of the
Committee during the forty-fifth session,

Menbers of the Committee have just heard the representative of Togo
nominate Mr. Sader for the post of Rapporteur. As there are no other
nominations, | take it that, in accordance with rule 103 of the rules of
procedure and .. -~ keeping with established practice, the Committee wishes as

bef ore to di spense with the vote by secret ballot and to declare Mr. Sader

elected Rapporteur of the First Committee by acclamation.
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The CHAIRMAN: | wishto express mysincerest congratul ations tothe
representative of Uruguay upon his el ection as Rapporteuwr of the Fir st
Committee, and | invite himnow to take the place reservedfor himon the
podi um

May | at this tine draw the attention of menbers of the Commttee to
rule 110 of the rules of procedure of the General Assenbly, which readsas
fol | ows:

"Congratul ations to the officers ofa Main Commttee shall not be
expressed except bythe Chairman of the previous session - or,in his
«bsence, by a memberof his delegation - after all the officers ofthe
Conm ttee have been elected."”

Mt _ (Nepal)Sir, it was an honour for ny delegation to
nom nate you as Chairman ofthe First Conmttee at the forty-sixth session of
t he General Assembly. 1w sh to congratulate you, Sir, on behalf ofny
del egation and on my own behalf, as well as an behalf of Ambassador Rana, on
your assunption of this inportant position.

As mydel egation said at the first nmeeting of the Conmttee,

M. Chairnman, you bring a unique combination of scholarship, experience and
talent to the Conmttee. | wish to pay a tribute to your outstanding record
as a scholar ofdiplomacy and international relations. Asarepresentative of
a country which has recently re-established its identity as a parlianentary
denocratic society wth unequivocal conmtnent to protect and pronote human
rights, | have been greatly inpressed by your consistent fight for denocracy
and human rights in Poland. Your struggle for the freedom of expression in
your country is asource of inspiration to us all. W are convinced that with
such a distinguished scholar, academcian, politician and diplomat in the

Chair, the First Committee is assured of very able |eadership. The delegation
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(M, Acharya, Nepal)
of Nepal is willing to extend any cooperation or assistance you may need to
carry out your responsibilities,

I take this opportunity to congratulate Ambassador Sedrey Ordonea of the
Philippines and Mr. Ahmet Naaff Alpman on their election as Vice-Chairmen of
the Committee. | should also like to congratulate Mr, Pablo Emilio Sader of
Uruguay, Who will serve as our Rapporteur. With such able members as officers
of the Committee, my delegation is confident of the meaningful conclusion to
the work of the First Committee at this session of the General Assenbly.

It is my pleasure to convey to the members of the Committee, to the
fLecretary of the Committee, Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, and to the officials of the
Secretariat, the deep gratitude of Ambassador Jai Pratap Rana for the
unfailing cooperation and support he received during his term as Chairman last
year. At this meeting of the First Committee | do not intend to give an
assessment of the work of the First Committee at its forty-fifth session. |
wish, however, to express my hope that the Committee will be able to respond
pragmatically to the important developments that have taken place since last
November. The far-reaching changes that continue to take place on the
international scene have not only transcended the traditional concept of the
balance of power: they have also changed the concept of security on which it
was based. The end of the cold war, the assertion of the authority of the
Security Council in the maintenance of i nternational peace and security, and
the growing conviction that disputes can be resol ved peacefully have opened

new possi bilities forarms control and disarmament. The inportant initiatives
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taken by President Bush for further reductions in nucl ear for the and for the
scaling down of tensions have been matched by an equally positive response
from President Gorbachev. We welcome the fact that these initiatives have
come close on the heels of the signing of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
(START) . We also consider the announcement by China and Prance oftheir
accession to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons as a very
important devel opment.  The signing of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces
in Europe is yet another important development. On the other hand, however,
progress in the negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament on a chemicel
weapons convention raises doubt about the possibility of concluding this
much-awaited convention in 1992. Thus, while progress 1is being made on arms
control and disarmament, many obstacles remain to be removed.

During this sessi on of the General Assembly, the Committee will once
again be dealing wth the complex matters of disarmament and international
security. Wwe must do whatever we can in a consistent way to further our work
so as to move closer to the cherished goal of general and complete disarmament
under effective international control.

The CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the officers of the Committee, as wel |
as on my own behalf, | thank the representative of Nepal for his kind words
addressed to me and to the other officers of the Committee. It is a great
source of satisfaction to me that he has pledged his cooperation with, and
support for, the officers of the Committee in the performance of our duties.

Mr. ORDONEZ (Philippines): Sir, it is a great privilege and honour
to be elected as Vice-Chairman of the First Committee. For this, I wish to
express my most sincere gratitude, as well as that of mycountry, the
Philippines, to the menbers of the First Conmttee, and most especially to the

representative of Australia, who so graciously nominated me. | am now
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more thaa ever determined to work with renewed vigour and dedication to
reaffirm the faith that the Committee has entrusted to me, as well as to my
country, which has long been committed to the goals of general and complete
disarmament.

I wish therefore to complement the message of optimism voiced this
afternoon by Ambassador Robert Mroziewicz of the Polish delegation. His
elevation to this office is in keeping with the noble traditions so capably
espoused by our past Chairman, Ambassador Pratap Rana of Nepal.

The First Committee is meeting at a time when the breathtaking pace of
political and technological developments in the world continues to outstrip
the cautious pace of government policy responses to these events. At the same
time, the international community is seriously and steadfastly transforming
its rhetoric on peace, security, and equality into more tangible and positive
acts of cooperation. The First Committee’s response to the circumstances will
undoubtedly play a very important and significant role in mankind's quest for

collective security under a new order based on the rule of international law.
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(Mr, Oxdones, Philippines)
| am therefore very pleased, M. Chairnan, to see you steering the
del i berations ofour Committee at this critical juncture of history. As a
di stingui shed diplomat and noted scholar of the history of di pl omacy and
international relations you possess the trait8 and qualificati on8 necessary to
guide us in our conplex work.
| also wish to extend my congratulation8 to M. Ahmet Nasif Alpman of
Turkey on hi 8 election a8 Vice-Chairnman andto M. Pabl 0 Emilio Sader of
Uruguay on his election a8 Rapporteur.
| shall workvery closely with you, M. Chairman, and witht he ot her
nmenbers of the Bureau - ofcourse, under the effective guidance of the
Under - Secretarierr-General, M. Vasiliy S. Safronchuk and M. Yasushi Akashi,
and with the abl e assistance of M. Sohrab Kheradi, the Committee Secretary.
The CHAIRMAN: | thank the representative of the Philippines,
Anbassador Sedrey A. Ordomesz, \ice-Chairnman ofthe Comittee, for the kind
words he addressed to me. | wish fully to reciprocate those sentiments. | am
confident | can count on his very active assistance and cooperati on.
Mr. ALPMAN (Turkey): Atthe outset, | should |ike to convey to you
Sir, on behalf of the delegation of Turkey, our warmest congratulation8 on
your el ection as Chairman of the First Committee. W are particularly pleased
to see you, a most eninent representative of your country, Poland =wi th which
Tur key has historically nuintained the best ofrel ation8 - presiding over the
proceeding8 of this inportant Commttee. 1w sh to assure you of my
del egation' 8 full support as you discharge your task a8 Chairman in the week8

ahead.

|
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(Mr, Alpman, Turkey)

| Should also like to take this Cpportunity to congratul ate His
Excel | ency Ambassador Sedrey Ordomez of the Philippine8 on his election to the
post of Vi ce-Chairman of the Committee andto M. Pabl o Emilio Sader of
Uruguay on his election to the post of Rapporteur.

Regarding ny election as one of the two Vice-Chairnmen, | should like to
thank all delegation8 for their confidence and for the honour they have
best owed upon me. | consider this a tribute to my country'8 dedication to the
principles of the United Rations.

It was al so a pleasure to have been nom nated by
M. Sergei Wikolaievich Martynov of Bel arus, a distinguished col | eague whose
contribution to the work ofthe First Committee as a Vice-Chairman |ast year
is well known to all delegations. | thank him for hi8 kind remarks. | will
dony best to live up to the Committee®’s expectations.

| also look forward to working together in the coning weeks with the
Secretary of the Committee, M. Sohrab Kheradi, and his able team, Their
val uabl e contribution to the work of the Committee i s al ways appreci at ed.

Asa |ast word, | wish to convey ny del egation's condol ence8 onthe
sudden 1oss of M. Jack Gerardi-Siebert to the Under-Secretary-CGeneral and,
through him to the bereaved famly ofthe deceased. H's untinely death has
caused great sorrow to us all.

The CHAIRMAN: | thank the representative of Turkey,

M. Ahmet Nazif Alpman,Vice-Chairman of the Committee, for the kind renark8
he addressed to me. |n the sixteemth and seventeenth centuries, Turkey and
Pol and had many wars, but since then we have becone best friends, as we still

are. S0 maybe those wars were necessary.



EMS/6 A/C.1/46/PV.2
18

(The Chairmag)

| look forward to M. Alpman's active cooperation, and | am confident

that 1can count on his assistance

M. SADER (Uruguay) (interpretation from Spanish): Pirst ofall,
Sir, | should like to congratulate you on your election as Chairman of the
Committee. Your well-known qualities inspire confidence that your |eadership
wll be nost effective. You can count on the wllingness of mydel egation to
cooperate with you and with the Vice-Chairnen, Ambassador Sedrey A Ordonez Of
the Philippines and M. Anhmet Natif Alpman of Turkey. | have had the
privilege of working with them and | take this opportunity to congratul ate
t hem nmost sincerely.

| want also to thank the representative of Togo for nomnating me to the
post of Rapporteur. Last year's Rapporteur, M. Lawson-Betum, pl ayed a very
inportant role in the work of the Conmittee.

| thank all previous speakers for their words of welcone, and | thank all
menbers of the First Committee for the trust they have placed in the
del egation of my country and in ne personally. | am honoured to have been
elected to the post of Rapporteur. | am highly conscious of the heavy burdens
of that post, and | shall spare noeffort to live up to the honour that has
been conferred upon ne.

My del egation thanks the Secretariat for the rplendid job they have done
inthis Coomittee and el sewhere. | particularly thank M~, Safronchuk and
mr.Akashi, and M. xXheradi, the Committee Secretary. | thank the Secretari at
in advance for the cooperation T amsure will be forthcomng as we go about

our tasks.
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The ORAIRMAMEE. Pabl o Emilio Sader of Uruguay, Rapporteur
of the Committee, for hi s generous remarks and for his expression of
wi | lingness to cooperate closely with ne andthe other Conm ttee officers. |
amcertain that | express not only ny own feelings but also those of the two
Vice-Chairmen and of the Committee secretariat when | say that it is our
intention to workin close co-operation with himduring the current session.
ORGANIZATION OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN: At the outset, mayl drawthe attention of
del egations to docunent AsC.1/46/1, containing a letter dated
20 Septenber 1991 addressed to me by the President of the General Assenbly,
informing ne that the General Assenbly decided at its 3rd neeting to allocate
22 items to the First Committee for its consideration, nanely agenda itens 47
to 68.

Despite theshort time | have had at ny disposal and in keeping with

previous practice, and assisted by the Secretary of the Commttee,
M. Sohrsb Kheradi, | undertook informal consultations wth individual

del egations, to the extent possible, concerning our programme of work and

timetable. In addition, nenbers will recall that on7 Qctober, in the course
of our informal consultations, | sought and received ad referendum agreenent

concerni ng t hat programme,

Before | proceed to give a fuller account ofthe programre of work and
tinmetable that are being proposed, | should like to provide sone prelimnary
explanations. FPirst of all, as nenber8 are all aware, according to
established practice, the Pirst Committee commences itS substantive workonly

after t he comelusion of t he general debate in the Assenbly.
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Furthermore, the Presi dent of t he Geraral Assenbly appealed to the
Chairmen of t he Main Committees to conclude their Committees® work by theend
of November 1991 im order to enabl e the Assenbly to consider in plenary

meeting t he reports ofthe Main Committees during the early part of Decenber.
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(Ihe Chajrnan)

Hence, the tinme frame within which the Commttee will need to conplete
its very substantial work, nanely, the period extending from14 Cctober to 27
Novenber, has energed |ogically adrather i nevitably from the devel opnents
and consi derations to which| have just referred. The Committee will thus
have at its disposal a maximum of 66 neetings to consider the agenda itemns
before it. Here,| would like to point out that |ast year the Commttee
utilised a total of 50 nmeetings, and therefore | think that if we nmake a
concerted and sincere attenpt to utilise our resources in an effective mamer
we can indeed acconplish our task without any undue difficulties. |In that
connection, | would like to express the hope that everything possible will be
done to avoid the necessity for any weekend or ni ght neetings, since that
woul d defeat the very rationale for encapsulating the Commttee' s proceedings
into the rather shorter period oftime within which we have to conplete the
| arge volume of work before us. One way of doing this would be to focus our
attention, in thecourse of our statements, on the nain points under
consi deration

Fol  owi ng the consultations to which | referred earlier. and draw ng upon
the experience that has evolved over the years, | have arrived at the proposed
programme of workand timetable which is set forth in docunent AsC.1/4675% and
to which | now draw the Conmttee's attention. It will be observed that
consideration ofitens allocated to the First Commttee would proceed in three
main clusters, namely, those dealing with disarmanent itens - agenda items 47
to 65; the question of Antarctiea - agenda item 66; and internationsl security
items - agenda itens 67 and 68.

At this stage, | would like to add that, as in the past, precise
deadl i nes have been set withrespect to the subm ssion ofdaftresol utions

under the three groupings. Here, itnay be pertinent to nmention that,
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wherever possible, | have set deadlines at as early a stage as has been
considered feasible in order to allow sufficentti me for del egations to
undertake the necessary consultations before proceeding to take action upon
the draft resolutions concerned.

assindicated in the programme of wokand tinetable, the FirstCommttee
woul d first take up agenda itemsrel ati ng to di sarmanment issues, nanel y,
agenda items 47 to 65. Wth resgpect to those itenms, myproposal is to devote
the period from Monday, 14 Cctober, to Friday, 15 Novermber 1991 - or a maximum
of 50 neetings - to general debate, consideration of and action upon agenda
items 47 to 65. That period would be divided as follows.

From Monday, 14 Cctober to Wdnesday, 30 Cctober, the Committee woul d
carry on a general debate on all disarmament agenda items. A total of 26
meeti ngs have been devoted to that phase of ourwork. The period from
Thur sday, 31 October, to Fri day, 15 Novenber, would then be devoted to
consi deration of and action upon draft resolutions on all disarmanent agenda
items submtted to theConmittee, providing a total of 24 meetings. I believe
that the period set aside for that phase of our work provides sufficient tinme
for delegations to consider and consult upon the draft resolutions so as to
ensure that the texts finally adopted reflect the greatest possible degree of
consensus.

The deadline for the submssion of draft resolutions on disarmament
agenda itens woul d be Monday, 28 Cctober 1991, at 6 p.m, and it is my
intention to request thecooperation of rzpresentatives in adhering strictly
to that deadline. Delegations are strongly encouraged to submit and introduce
their draft resolutions as early as possible. Furthernore, it is inperative
that del egations submt those draft resolutions that would entail programe

budget inplications as early as possible in order to meet the nandatory
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deadline for submission tothe Fifth Cormittee ofall draft resolutiona with
financial implications.

It is my intention to retain the voting procedurs involving the grouping
of draft resolutions by clusters during this session, and in due time | shall
be presenting specific proposals concerning this matter.

After concluding consideration of all disarmament agenda items the
Committee would then proceed to take up agenda item 66 - the question of
Antarctica. We would devote the period of 18 to 20 November - a total of sin
meetings - to a general debate om, consideration of and action upon any draft
resol utions under that item. The deadline for submission of draft resolutions
under that item would be Monday, 18 November, at 12 noon.

Finally, during the period from Thursday, 21 November to Wednesday, 27
November 1991, we should proceed to consideration of the renai ning agenda
items -items 67 and 68 - -elating to international security. A total of 10
meetings would thus be available for a general debate on, consideration of and
action upon draft resolutions under those agenda items. Once again. | believe
that, on the basis of previous experience, thetmeallocated for
consideration of those items will provide adequate opportunities for
consultations among delegations before action is taken by the Committee on
those items.

The deadline for submission of draft resolutions on international
security items would be Monday, 25 November 1991 at 6 p.m. In this
connection, | should once again like to alert members to the importance of
meeting the deadline set for the submission to the Fifth Committee of all
draft resolutions with programme budget implications, especially since at that

stage: the Committee would be nearing the conclusion of its work.
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On the basis of the programme of work and the timetable now before the
Committee, it is my belief that we would be in a position to dispose of all
the agenda items allocated to us within the available time and to conclude our
work effectively by 27 November.

I should like to conclude my remarks concerning the Committee's programme
of work and timetable by reminding delegations of the need to maintain the
requisite degree of flexibility in the process of implementing that programme
but, of course, only to the extent that this would enhance the effectiveness
of our organization of our work.

If there is N0 objection, may | take it that the Committee agrees with
the suggested programme of work and timetable as contained in document

A/C. 1746757

1t was so decided.
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The CHAIRMAN: | should like now to draw the attention ofthe
Committee to decision 341401 ofthe General Assenbly affecting the work ofthe

Main Committees, in particular to its provisions dealing with explanations of

vote, rights of reply, budgetary and financial questions, which | intend to
apply with the co-operation of all nenbers of the Conmttee. In order to nake
full use of the time and facilities available to the Committee, | intend to

open the nmeetings ofthe Conmittee at 10 a.m and 3 p.m.andshall endeavour
to close the neetings at 1 p.m and 6 p.m respectively, subject to any
further decision of the General Assenbly.

At the sane tinme, | wish to point out that it is my intention to convene
meetings of the Commttee when a sufficient nunmber of speakers are on the
list. | believe that, as a general rule, we should have no fewer than four
speakers inscribed on the list for a given neeting, so that we can utilize the
time and resources available to us in the mosteffective manner possible and
in order to obviate the need to close our neetings early forlack of
speakers. Resources allocated to a nmeeting cancelled at an appropriate time
may be released for other meetings held within or outside the framework of the
First Conmttee.

Atthis juncture, | call onthe Secretary ofthe Commttee to explain in
greater detail certain matters pertaining to the proceedings ofthe First
Committee.

M . KHERADI (Secretary ofthe Committee): | should like to draw the
Committee’s attention to the followi ng points,

| should like to inform the nenbers of the Conmittee that this year, once
again, the General Assenbly has reconmended that the requirenent ofthe
presence of one-quarter of ths nenbers to declare a meeting of a Main

Committee open and pernit the debate to proceed be waived. The Assenbly nade
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that recommendati on on the understanding that such a waiver woul d not involve
any permanent change in the provisions of rules 67 and 108 of the rules of
procedure. Furthernore, such a waiver would not affect the provisions ofthe
rul es concerning the requirenment of the presence of a najority of the nenbers
for any decision to be taken.

| should like to request nenbers of the Conmttee to kindly submt draft
resol utions, especially those draft resolutions which have programme budget
inplications, as farin advance as possible. This would allow sufficient tine
for the preparation by the Secretariat of the estimate of expenditures and for
its consideration by the Advisory Conmmttee on Admnistrative and Budgetary
Questions and by the Fifth Commttee, and would provide enough time for
menbers of the Conmttee for consultations and, if needbe, for seeking the
necessary instructions.

In addition, it would be appreciated if menbers of the Commttee woul d
submt draft resolutions and amendnents, and the names of sponsors thereof, to
the Secretariat in witing, in order to ensure accuracy and avoi d any possible
m sunder st andi ng. Requests for the use of conference services for group or
regi onal neetings should also be submtted in witing as early as possible so
that t he necessary arrangnents may be made on tine.

Del egations are requests to provide Conference Services with 30 copies of
a statement when a prepared text is to be delivered for the use of the
technical services, in addition to the copies that may be required for
distribution to delegations.

In accordance with the Commttee's programre of work and tinetable, which

has just been approved by the Cormittee, the |ist of speakers for the general
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debate on all disarmanment agenda itens will be closed on Tuesday,
15 Cctober 1991, at 6 p.m  Several delegations have already indicated their
intention to participate in the general debate on disarmanent itens, and the
secretariat has taken note of those requests.

In order to enable the Commttee to fully utilize the conference
resources as well as to make rational use of the time available to the
Conmittee, all delegations are requested to inscribe their names on the |ist
of speakers at their earliest convenience.

| should like to draw the attention of all nembers of the Commttee to
docunent AsC.1746/INF.1, which will be available by Mnday, 14 Cctober 1991.
It will list, as in previous years, for the purpose of information and ready
reference, all documents before the First Commttee issued as of
10 Cctober 1991. That list will be updated periodically, as appropriate.

M. Chairman, may | take this opportunity to extend to you and to the
entire menbership of the Committee ny fullest assurances that the secretariat
of the First Committee Will do its utnost to ensure that the work and the
proceedi ngs of the Commttee proceed in as smooth and effective a manner as
possi bl e.

Finally, M. Chairman, with your indulgence and that of the nenbers of
the Conmttee, | would, at this stage, like to refer to a tragic event that
has deeply saddened us all, as has already been noted by the new y-el ected
Vice-Chairman of the Commttee, M. Ahmet Nazi m Alpman.

It was with great sorrow that we |earned | ast week t hat
M. Jack Getardi-Siebert, a staff nember in the Department of D sar manent

Affairs, had passed away at the age of 37,
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M. GCerardi-Siebert had joined the Department in 1986 and served as a
menber of the secretariat of the First Conmttee for the past several years
and al so served with great distinction in various other capacities.

Jack was a friend and col | eague who was wel | known to nmany who are
present here today. He fulfilled his tasks and responsibilities with a sense
of dedication, diligence and integrity. He will be remenbered as a man of
conpassion and hunour, one whose actions were characterised by an
unconquerable spirit of vitality, enthusiasmand courage. | would like to
conclude this tribute to the memory of Jack Gerardi-Siebert by stating that he
was, indeed, a devoted staff menmber who strongly believed in the ideals and

principles of the United Nations.

The CHAIRVAN T would now like to turn to the question of
rationalisaton of the work of the First Committee, a subject that has occupied
the attention of the Conmttee for quite a number of years. |n analytical
terms, one could point out that there aretwo majordi nensions to the issue.

First, there are matters concerning structural, organisational and
| ogi stical aspects that can be applied in an effective and efficient manner,
conducive to the better utilisation of the Conmttee's available resources in

ternms of conference facilities.
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As far as this aspect is concerned, | amsure that we are all in
agreenent that in spite ofthe fact that the First Commttee deals with
perhaps the |argest nunber of agenda itenms of any Main Conmittee, and in spite
of the fact that the Commttee begins its substantive work only after
concl usi on ofthe general debate in the Assenbly, the Conmittee has over the
years always succeeded in concluding its work within the allotted tine-frane.

The second aspect of the question of rationalization is what | woul d
characterise as the more substantive aspect and pertains to the nunmber of
agenda itens inscribed and the nunber of draft resolutions adopted. Wth
respect to this aspect, worthwhile efforts have been expended in the past
several years, and tangible, though linmted, results have been achieved.
Furthernore, in view ofthe growing inportance that this issue has also
assumed in tke context of the overall General Assenmbly reforms, it is now
perhaps incunbent upon us to pursue the matter even nmore vigorously and in a
more concerted fashion than before. | shall have occasion to expand on this
matter at subsequent stages of our work. Suffice it, fornow, to informyou
that, with your cooperation, it will be ny intention to address this issue
strenuously and to strive for appropriate, but concrete, results.

In connection with the rationalization ofwork in one particular area,
menbers will recall that the practice of grouping draft resolutions into
different clusters when taking action on them has proved extrenely
efficacious. Accordingly, it will bemyintention to continue that useful
practice. However, froma substantive point of view, an even more i mportant
aspect ofrationalization is the question of finding broader areas of
agreement on t he draftresol uti ons the Conmittee adopts. The issue, as we are

all aware,while of great inportance, is of coursealso a conplex one.
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Nevertheless, we will need to strive in our deliberations todoocur utmost to
make ajoint effort to narrow the gav, between divergent Vi ewpoi nts wherever
possible. It is wy belief that giventoday’'s positive international climate
this is within the realmof practical reality and al so that insodoing we
will contribute significantly to our nutual interest and conmon security.
Accordingly, it will be myintention to convene at anearly stage of our
proceedi ngs an open-ended group of friends of the Chair to explore the further
remifications of this issue.

Finally, | should also like to take this opportunity to remnd you that
Di sarmanment Week and the Ninth Pledging Conference for the Wrld D sarnanent
Campaign wi Il take place on 29 Cctober 1991 at 10.30 am. It is envisaged
that the observance of Di sarmanment Week will be marked by statements fromthe
Chairman of the First Conmttee, the President ofthe General Assenbly and the
Secretary-Ceneral ofthe United Nations. They will be followed inmmediately by
t he Pl edging Conference.

If no del egation wi shes to make any conments or remarks at this stage, |
propose to adjourn the neeting now. Asdecided, the Conmttee will begin its

substantive work on Monday, 14 COctober, at 10.00 am.

m in .m,



