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YhUBUWW  We shall now proceed to take a decision on draft

resolution A/C.l/45/L.66/Rev.l as orally revised. lhe draft resolution is entitled

"Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of

Interaational Security** and was introduced by the representative of Yugoslavia at

the 48th meeting of the First Committee, held on 29 November 1990. I call upon the

Secretary of the Comnittee.

Mr, (Secretary of the Comittee)t  Draft resolution

A/C.l/IL/L.66/Rev.l is sponsored by the following delegations: Algeria,

Raagladeah,  Cuba, K-t, India, Indonesia, Madagascar, Malayafa, Pakistan,

Sri Lauka and Yugoslavia.

Thet A recorded vote has been repeated  on draft resolution

IYC.1/45/L.66/Rev.l,  as orally revised.

A recorded wote was takeq.

A83uzuct Afghanistan,  Albania, Algeria. tigentina, Bahmae, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados. Eenin, Bolivia, Rotawena, Braail, Brunei
Darueaalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Byeloruaaiau Soviet
Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo,
Costa Rica, C&e d*Ivoire, Cuba, Cyprus, Djibouti, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,  Ethiopia. ?iji, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iren (Iala#ic Republic of), Irag,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Demcratic Republic,
Lehanoa, Lesotho, Lihyaa Arab Jmehiriya, Madagaecar,  Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Mauritiur, Merico, Xongolfa, Morocco, Motambique,
Myaumar. Namibia. Nepal. Nicaragua, Nigeria, &an, Pakistan,
Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Samoa, Saudi Arabi& Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Swaailand, Syrian
Arab Republfc, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United
grab mniratea, United Republic of Tantania, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Z&u&i& limb&we

Aaainstt united States of Amrica

mr Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Csechoalovakfa, Danmark,
?ialand, Prance, Germany, Greece, Hungatp, Iceland, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Japan, Liechtenrtein, Luxembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, Her Zealand, Norway, Polan&, POttUgalr  Romania,
Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Unitatd Kingdom oF Gtaat Britain and
Northern Irelmd
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Mr. LENRI.(Italy)  (interpretation from French): Ihe Twelve States

members of the European Community, on whose behalf I am speaking, welcome the

adoption by consensus Of draft resolution A/C.1/45/L.67,  **Implementation of the

Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace". The views of the

States memberS Of the EUrOpeaU  Community on the Declaration were given at the time

of its adoption, on 8 December 1978. We note, however, that the draft resolution

adopted yesterday marks the end of an exercise that, given the recent developments

in the international situation, no longer has any raison d'9tre. In the

circumstances, we were able to join in the consensus.

Ms. CLERICI (United States of America): I should like to explain my

delegation's vote on two of the draft resolutions that we have just considered.

My delegation joined in the consensus in favour of draft resolution

A/C.1/45/L.65, "Strengthening of security and co-operation in the Mediterranean

region**. I should like to comment on references to the proposal for a conference

on security and co-operation in the Mediterranean. The United States supports the

plan to address the basic economic and social concerns of the Mediterranean through

economic co-operation and regional dialogue. However, our support for those goals

and our endorsement of the draft resolution should not be understood to constitute

endorsement of the proposal for the creation of a conference on security and

co-operation in the Mediterranean.

In regard to draft resolution A/C.1/45/L.66, "Review of the implementation of

the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security**, which the

Committee adopted this moraiag, I have asked to make a statement euplaining why we

voted against it. Wy delegation believes that, while the draft resolution has been

improved as compared with draft resolutions adopted in recent years, it still

contains several factual errors as well as a number of concepts that my Government
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doar not support. Mora to tha point, wa faal  that tha time har aoma to ra-axamina

tha l ntira approaah of tha draft re~olutioa on thir rubjact.

Tha Unitad Statar ballaves  that tha work of the Uaitad Nations would ba

l nhanaad by tha iatroduation of draft raaolutionr that foaua on tha irsuar at

hand. A larga portion of tha taxt bafora  UII daalr with anvironmantal,  roaial  and

davalopmantal  aonaarnm. Thara issuar ara important - thay ato@ in fast, too

important for anything larr than tha moat aariour attantion  tha Unitad Nation6  aan

bring to thamj  indaad,  they are being addressed fully in othar forum6 - but aa

prerentad  in thirr draft resolution  the irrrues are abbreviated, and we believe that

thay do not always raflaat the agreements that hava been reaahed on them, often by

aonoenaub, in tha proper forums, .

For l xample, tha Daalaration on m of tha rixteenth  xpeaial rerrrrion,

which was adopted by aonaanau8  and augportad by tha United Stator, raaognirad  the

right of all peoglarr, including the people of South Africa, to determine their own

dartiny and aallad on them to join together to nrgotiata  an end to m. Tha

Declaration glaaad the responsibility  for dismantling m and devising a new

ryrtem whare  it rightful ly  belongs , namely, with the people of South Africa. We do

not think that now is tha time for sterile rhetorical aondemnatione  on thir

par t icu lar  i s sue .

With regard to the draft resolution  more generally, my delegation believea

that the tima har aomr to look at rome of the irruas  in a more forthright manner.

Mr. ~ (Turkey) I I would like briefly to explain my delegation’8

porition on draft rerolution A/C.1/45/L.65, nStrengthening  of security and

co-operation in the Mediterranean region”, which tha Pirat Connnittee adopted

yerterday.

As in the caaa of similar draft rerolutionr in previous  yeara my delegation

j o i n e d  i n  tha  aonaen~uo in  favour  o f  the  dra f t  resolution.  Th i s  ir an exprerrion
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of our keen intereat in the maintenance aad strengthening of peace aad security in

the entire Mediterraaeaa regioa. I should aote, however, that the draft resolutioa

refers to certain meetings in which Turkey did not participate. I would like to

put on record the fact that our participation in the adoption of the draft

resolution should not be construed as Turkey's agreement with every element

contained in the coaclusioas of those meetiags.

Mr. AMIGUBS (France) (iaterpretation from Freach): The French delegation

has joined in the consensus on draft resolution AK.11451L.65,  "Strengtheaiag of

security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region". France regrets, however,

that consultatioas on the draft resolution, which deals with a subject to which it

attaches great importance, failed again this year to produce a fully satisfactory

teat, in spite of the comaendsble  efforts of the delegatioa of Malta.

The result of those consultatioas is a draft resolution ia which the positions

of certain groups of States are better reflected than are those of other groups.

In particular, my delegation finds the fourth preambular paragraph and operative

paragraph 2 of the draft resolution unclear sad unbalanced. France hopes that

these coussents will be duly takea into accouat at the next session of the First

Cossaittee  and that the consultations held then will make it possible to arrive at a

text that is fully satisfactory to all.

;Mr. JABDL (Austria):The Austrian delegation abstained in the voting on

clri;.ft resolution A/C.1/45/L.66/Eev.lr "Review of the implementation of the

Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security".

I wish to underline my delegation's gratitude to the traditional sponsors of

t&e %raft resolution for their efforts to improve the text aad make it swre

acceptable to delegatioas  with a critical stance oa it. We note with appreciation

thst this year's text was free of several featurea fouad in earlier resolutions,

most recently resolution 441126, which my delegation could not support. Ia this
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context, however, I have to add that we preferred the original veraion of the text

to the revhod one.

While fully aaknowlrdging  the raid improvement6 in the text, which we welaome,

we wore - muah to our regret - rtSl1 not in a position to support the draft

resolution. In our view the entire draft resolution tries to inalude so many

different aapeatr  that itr aonaeptual struature and thrust beaome somewhat

blurred. Furthermore, there are some  e1emenL.r whose concepts or meanings are not

alear and not fully underetandeble. In the greambular  part, for cdample,  mention

is made of the eaonomia noado of the learrt developed aountriea, without a sound

elaboration of the important aspects of the immediate relationship and interaction

between the l aonomia situation on the one hand and atability and reaurity  on-the

other. In addition, operative paragraph6 10 and 14, for instanae,  contain

formulation8 the aonaeptual and analytical foundation8 of which are unalear,

In rpite of  various posit ive elements in draft  resolution A/C.1/45/L.66/Rev.l,

my delegation, for the realonb just outlined, was cOmg0lled to abstain,

particularly in the light of the changes introduced yesterday.

Mr. (Braail):  A6 a clear s ign of i ts  full  commitment to

and endorsement of the principles and concepts contained in the 1970 Declaration on

the Strengthening of International Security, which was adopted by virtual

c0n8enmar Braail voted in favour of draft resolution A/C,1/45/L.66/Rev.l, as it

haa consistently done in the voting on earlier draft resolutions on the subject.

We welcome the flexibility arrd constructive spirit of the sponsora,  who made

every effort to acconwnodate, even in last-minute negotiations, the concern of many

delegations, including my own, which have always supported the draft resolution on

this  important issue.
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I would allro wish to ergrers my tbankrr  to you, Mr. Chairman, for having

allowed more time for aonrultationa. Am we had the opportunity to emphaaime in our

rrtatement during the general debate on international aeaurity,  it 18 our prOfOUnd

belief that the Committee should dediaate more time to deliberation8 on thir

subject of partiaular  importance in the present international airaummtanaem.

In this aontext,  while fully sharing the aonaerm oxpremed in the twelfth

preambular paragraph on the question  of the environment, my delegation alro

strongly believes that the question of environment should not be dealt with in an

item dealing with international reaurity because of the political and,

canrequently, institutional  impliaationr that might be derived therefrom. Our

positive vote in favour of draft resolution  A/C.1/45/L.66/Rev.l  should not be

construed in any way whatsoever  arr an acceptance, on our part, of dealing with the

problem the environment aa an international-security  ilrrue.

Finally, my delegation would alao like to make an obrervation  with regard to

the sixth preambular paragraph, which was aertainly improved with it8 new

draft ing. With the rest of the international community, we welcome the Poritive

trend6 in Europe towards shaping relation6 barred on peaceful and co-operative

meahaniams. When we bear in mind that Europe harr been the arena tot an

overwhelming arm6 race and for an ideological confrontation that has substantially

affected the rent of the world, the new trend8  are certainly of the utmort

importance and rhould be warmly welcomed and, above all, stimulated and

consolidated,

However , it should  be borne in mind that Europe is just a part of a world rich

in diverlrity, where separate historical,  political and economic realities require

specif ic  solutions. In Latin America, for instance, we have maintained a long
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tradition of frieadly relations, which are based oa our conunoa historical heritage

aad which have given rise to the establishment of VariOUS long-standing regional

co-operation institutions.

The CHASWANt The Committee has heard the last speaker in explanation of

vote on agenda items 63, 69 and 70, related to iaternatioaal security, and the

Committee has therefore concluded its work oa those agenda items.

As I informed you at the organisational mmtiag on 9 Gctoher, the relevant

part of itexu 12 of the agenda of the General Assembly, namely, chapter III, section

D, of the report of the Economic and Social Council (A/45/3),  entitled

"International co-operation in the elimination of the conseguences of the accident

at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant" , which was allocated to the First Conxuittee,

was placed within the sams time slot as the general debate, consideration of and

action on draft resolutions on international security agenda items, but, of course,

as a separate itam.

However, as I also informed you at the same meeting on 9 October, I had

consulted with all delegations concerned, as well as with the Chairman of the

Second Cor.Lttee, on this subject, since item 12 was also on the agenda of the

Second Committee, where it was expected to receive comprehensive consideration.

Accordingly, in the course of its consideration of ita programne of work and

timetable, the First Cwmittee had decided that it might not need to address that

agenda item. It is my understanding that the recoarneadation of the &ssembly under

chapter III, section D, of the item, will accordingly be tsken up in the report of

the Second Comittee,
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In view of that, and on the basir of further aonrultatiom,  it ir my

underrtanding  that a8 far am the Pirrt Committee is conaoraod the Comittoo  wirhor

to decide that no aceiOn  i8 to be taken on thir agenda item. If I hoar ao

objection I rhall tab it that the Committee agrees.

s: I now call upon the Searotary  of the Committee, who wirher

to make borne annoumementar

m (Secretary of the Committee): I should like to inform

delegationa that, with a view to facilitating their work at thir rtago of

preparation for the forthaoming vote on diearmament  item8 by the Qoneral Arrrmbly

in plenary meeting, the 8ecretariat of the Firrrt Committee bar propared  an informal

paper that 18 a tabulation entitled goReport of the Firrt Comnittoo”,  whiah will be

d i s t r ibuted  rhortly. This is only an informal paper, and will ret out 

tabulation showing the correeponding number8 on the @‘L” document8 adopted in the

First Comnittee  with the correrponding  number8 in the report that will appear when

the voting ir held in plenary meeting. It i8 our riacere  hope that thir will

facilitate and expedite the work of the member8 of the Firat Committee when the

plenary meeting macho8 thir stage.

In addition, I 8hould jurt like to put on record the fact that a conference

room paper will also be i88ued aubaequsntly  8etting  out a conrolidated  statomont  of

financial implication8 of the dtaft resolution8 adopted.

CONCLUSION OF THE WORK OF THE FIRST COMITTEE

-1 I now call upon the repreaeatative of Tunisia, who has

arked to make a statement on behalf of the Group of African Water.

Mr. JB- (Tuniria) (interpretation from Arabic): At the outbet,

Mr. Chairman, a8 the Committee i8 about to conclude it8 work aftor finishing our

conrideration of all the item8 on our cgenda, allow me to erpre88  to you
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pereonally,  on behalf of my delegation and all the fraternal African dOlOgatiOn8  in

the Firat Committee, our warmeat aongratulationm on your excellent guidance of the

buriner8 with whioh you have been entrumtrd am Chairman of the Committee. I wimh

to commend your extreme effiaiency  in oonduoting the Committoe work. We thank

you for a11 the offortr  you have made throughout thr 8e88ion and your willingns88

to li8t.n t0 ouz 8tatOmnt8 and take aOOOUnt  Of our oOnaern8, all Ultimately aimed

at realioing the noble hope of the Committee, namely, that poaco and tranquillity

might prevail in the world. Our t88k in the COmmittOO  ha8 boon qrOatly aR8i8ted by

your a?airmanmhip, and it ham been carried out in the beat pO88ible manner, In

thin connection I rhould  almo like to exprrmm the thank8 and gratitude of all the

African delegation8 in the Connnitteo  to all the other offlaerr  of the Committee and

to the Committeo'r recrotariat for their l ffortm, which have facilitated our task.

You, Sir, have met our l rpectationr and have made it eamior  for urn to COn8idOr all

the items on our agenda.

On behalf of my delegation and all the African dOlegatiOn8, we wish to thank

you all for your help, which has embodied the spirit that ham provailod  in the

Con-d ttae . Although we are from different geographical regiona, the d/tent0  that

prrvtiils t-day in international relations will, we believe, enable urn to achieve a

better world and build an international family motivated by co-operation and common

intereats, a world in which jumtice and peace will pro-;ail.
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The CWARIMAlQ I call on the representative of Turkey, who has asked to

speak on behalf of the Group of Asian States.

Mr. ALPMAW (Turkey): On behalf of the Chairman of the Group of Asian

States, I have the honour and the pleasure of congratulating you, Sir, on the able

and expeditious manner ia which you have conducted the deliberations of the First

Committee. We take special pride in your success because you are an eminent member

of our Asian Group. This session of the First Committee has been an exemplary one,

in harmony wit% the spirit of co-operation prevailing in international relations.

That spirit was present throughout the work of the Committee, and it was reflected

in particular in the increased number of draft resolutions adopted by consensus.

As you stated earlier, Sir, on the occasion of the conclusion of the

Committee's work on disarmament agenda items:

I.
l . . the Committee has made significant headway in narrowing important

differences, both broadening the areas of consensus and taking practical steps

in the areas of'disarmament and the further rationaliaation of the work of the

Committee". (A/C.l/45/PV.39, D. 76)

We pay a tribute to you and to all the others who contributed to that success.

In that regard, I would like to extend our appreciation to the Vice-Chaimnen

of the Committee, Mr. Ronald Morris of Australia and Mr. Sergei Wartynov of the

Byelorussian  Soviet Socialist Republic, as well as to our Rapporteur,

Mr. Latevi Modem Lawson-Betum of Togo.

Our appreciation also goes to Under-Secretary-General Mr. Yasushi Akashi, head

of the most efficient Department for Disarmament Affairs, end to

Mr. Vasiliy Safronchuk, Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security Council

Affairs, who have always been ready to place their knowledge and expertise at the

service of the Committee.
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Through youI Sir, I alro wi8h to OXprO our thank8 to the Boarotary of the

Committoo,  Mr. 6ohrub Khoradi, and to all th0 other mamberr of the Soarotariat who

a88i8t8d the CommittOO in it8 Work with great drdication  and ability, We mhould

alro l prrsr our rpeaial gratitude to all thr intergrrterr, conferenoe officera and

the porronnol  of the Dopartmont of Public Information for their vital contribution

to our work,

Whilr looking forward to nort year'8  8088iOn  with the anticipation of further

enhancing thr 8~00088 of the Pirat CommitteOr I rhould like once again to expremm

to you, Sir, on behalf of the Qroup of Amian Stator,  our deep gratitude.

-I I oall on the rrprorontativo  of Romania, who will 8pOak

on behalf of the Qroup of Partorn European Statem.

Mr. w  ThO ROmMian delegation,  in it8 capaaity

88 Co-ordinator of the Eartern European  of State8 for the month of November,

would like to exprerr to you, Sir, and to the membsrm  of the Bureau the

appreciation of the Oroup for the l ffiaient and productive mannor in whioh the

debate8 of the Firat Conunittee wore aonduatod, am warn rofloctod alro in the

impre88ive  nUmbOr  Of draft re8olution8 adopted by QOn8en8u8.

I rhould alro like to thank the momborr  of the Secretariat who, by their

activity, have fully contributed to the 8u~c088 of the Conunittre’r work.

Last but not learnt, we ahould like to l xtond our appreciation to the

interpreterr, beaaurl  without their  aontribution  the ontiro activity of the United

Nation8 could hardly be imragined.

-8 1 call on the repr@mrntative  of Braoil, who ~121 mpeak on

behalf  r.2 the Latin American and Caribbean Qroup.

Mr.JO Cb8TRn  (Braail):O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  delegationa  o f  t h e  S t a t e s

mefioers of the Latin knericsn and Caribbean Group, I should like to extend to you,

sir, our acknowledgement Of the very able anC efficient manner in which you have
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conducted the work of the First Committee during the current session of the United

Nations General Assembly. Your proven diplomatic skill and long-standing

expeLrieace  were fundamental , not only ixh ensuring the smooth conduct of our work,

but also in securing substantive results at the present session.

The work of the First Committee is unique in that it focuses on issues of

great importance to all members of the international community. The Committee has

discharged its functions as a forum for debate and negotiation in its traditional

businesslike manner and in a spirit of dialogue and understanding, as the results

obtained are sure to confirm.

I should like to request you, Sir, to convey to the Vice-Chairmen, Mr. Ronald

Morris of Australia and Mr. Sergei Wartynov of the Dyelorussian SSR, and to the

Bapporteur, Mr. Latewi Modem Lawson-Detum of Togo, the appreciation of the Latin

American and Caribbean Group for the invaluable assistance they have provided to

the Committee during the current session.

The acknowledgement of the Group also goes to Mr. Yasushi Akashi,

Under-Secretary-General for Dfsarmament Affairs, and to Mr. Vasiliy Safronchuk,

Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security Council Affairs.

Last but certainly not least, I also convey our appreciation to the Secretary

of the First Conmnittee, Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, and to his capable staff, as well as to

the conference officers, interpreters and all other support persomel,  without

whose collabaration our work would not have been possible.

The: I call on the representative of Denmark, who ha6 asked to

speak on behalf of the Group of Western European 6nd other States.

pfr. J&y&B (Denmark)tAs we come to the end of the work of the First

&lmlittBB  for this 6e66ion, 1 MI pleared to %XptB66 to you, sit, 011 behalf Of the

Group of Western European and other States, our collective appreciation and sincere
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oongratulations  on tha skilful and l xa6llont mARaoC in whiuh you have guided our

,~ork in thir important CommitMa.

Our ooagratulations  alro go to the other offioorr  of the Cornmittae and to

Mt. Akashi, Und@r-86ar6tary-Q6nOr61  of the Department for Disarmament  Affair8 and

Mr, Khwadi, Soaratary of thr Committoe, as well as to the other manbore  of the

Soorrtariat. WI also thank the intorprrters  and the teahnical  rtaff, who, by their

rffioirnay and oo-oporatioh hav6 rupgortod  thr work of thr Committee.

The work of the Birrt Committoo during the proront rossion ha,r  boon potformed

in a busiaesslikr  atmorphere with a considerable deqree of oo-operation and mutual

understanding,  a6 tofloated  in the inorrasrd  number of draft resolution6 adopted by

oOaIoasua.

Wo t turt  that  that trend will aontinuo  in the future and will  also be soon in

the roarah for furthor rationaliratioa  of the work of the First Committoe, to whiah

you, Sir, have oontributod  signifiaaotly  in the oonrultatioar  you have undertaken

during roaont wrrks  and which ha6 been reflsoted in the working pager you pra6Bnted.
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CONCLUDING STATEMENT BT THE CHAIRMAN

The CRAIRMAN: With the adoption of the draft resolutions regarding

international security. we have completed the work programme of this year's session

of the First Committee, and with the Committee's indulgence I would like to share

some personal reflection6 on our work and accomplishments this year.

Today, world attention is focused on the United Nations. There is now a

growing recognition that the Organisation, with nearly universal membership, is an

irreplaceable forum for advancing the goals of disarmament and international peace

and security. It was a matter of satisfaction to all of us that this year the

Committee could register broader area6 of agreement on a number of issues. That

was reflected not only in the many decisions adopted without a vote, but also in

the reduced number of proposals submitted for consideration.

A6 I stated earlier, at the close of our consideration of the disarmament

agenda items, almost 50 per cent of the proposals submitted under the disarmament

agenda items were adopted without a vote. I am sure that all members of the

Comnlittee will agree with me when I say that that is a clear indication of genuine

and strenuous efforts on the part of all concerned to undertake the necessary

consultations with a view to realizing common positions whenever and wherever

possible. Indeed, the fact that fewer proposals were submitted this year than at

anp time during the past many year6 can only be interpreted as a renewed and

invigorating interest on the part of delegations in matters concerning disarmament

and arms limitation, which are at the core of the security interest6 of all

countries.

Nowever,  we are all aware that a number of serious and complex issues remain

before US+ Efforts towards peace and disarmament cannot cease now that the cold

war ha6 ended. Processes of change and policy innovation offer opportunities that

this Connnittee must fully exploit. The goals are clear, and the Organisation

provides u6 with the means to 6Chi6VB them.
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In that aoatoxt, l duration, training and the dirremkmtion of relevant

l rperieaae and information are among the crucial elementr, and hence I am 9'3~3  to

note the agreemoat reached on the three draft relolutionr  dealing with the United

Nation8 dirarmement  fellowrhig programme, the United Natione  regional arntrelr for

geaae and disarmament, and the United Nations Institute for Dirarmament  Serearoh.

Batter knowledge of iaruea and rubrtantive rerearah in new field8 permit UI

alao to deepen our underrtanding of the tarkr before uer aa well ar of the role

that the United Nation8 could play. Here, I would like to mention the three

rtudier that wore launched - confidence-building meaaurea  in outor rrgaaer  the

potential UIOI  of reaouraea  alloaated to military aativitiea for oivilian endeavour

to protect the environment) and defenrive  reaurity aonaeptr  and golioier - arid a

reararch  report dealing with the economic asgeatr of dirarmament.

Against  the background of the recent aonalurion in Parir of an ungreaedented

regional disarmament agreement, the Treaty cm Conventional Forcer in Europe, we may

note at the aame time with ratirfaation that, at the multilateral level, five

propoaale  dealing with aoaveutional dirarmament were adogted  by the lrirst Committee

without a vote. That ~omnon aggroaah war also evident in the proporala  addtensing

the i8rrue of chemical and biological weagonr. The Connnittee har once again renewed

its cal l  to al l  State6 to obrerve rtrictly the principle8  and objectives of the

1925 Oeneva  Protocol. It haa a100 urged ar a matter of highest priority the

intenaifiaation of effortr toward6 the conalurion of a global convention banning

chemical weapons, The ram6 rpirit of commonality has marked the portions of

radiological weapon6  and poeaible  new weapon6  of mane dertruction.

D68pit6 the positive dOV6lOpmOntB  I referred to earlier, I muet l mpharioe that

pogrom remains unrealised in aome areao,  including some of pcrrticular

significance. For instance,  as the Committee ~II aware, divergence8 peroiat  on

nuclear matterr. In particular, derpite good-faith effortr, the Committee was
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unable to narrow differences regarding the question of the cessation of

nuclear-test explosions.

The debate on various aspects of that issue was in line with that which took

place in Geneva at the Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the

non-proliferation Treaty, a debate t. A can be expected to continue at the

forthcoming amendment Conference. One can only express the hope that those

processes of change in the world so often mentioned and welcomed by the Committee

will soon narrow the divergences in approach and ultimately make them irrelevant.

As another step towards the continuing process of rationalisation of the work

of the First Committee, I initiated extensive consultations among delegations on

the issue and held several informal open-ended meetings of the Friends of the

Chairman during the current session. Taking into account various views expressed

and proposals made in the course of those consultations, I am availing myself of

the opportunity to set out certain proposals and suggestions in a working paper

entitled **Suggestions for further rationalizatioa of the work of the First

Committee" (WC.1/45/10), which I hope will provide a basis for further

consideration of that subject. In addition, it should be noted that, in my

capacity as Chairman of the Coaaittee at the forty-fifth session, I would be

available, with the assistance and co-operation of the Secretariat, to facilitate

the necessary consultations during the interim period between now and the

forty-sixth session of the General Assembly. The Committee may also wish to devote

atteation to the question of establishing a standing consultation group that would

give consideration on a more consistent basis to issues relating to the further

rationalization of the work of the First Committee.

I also believe that this year's debate on the question of Antarctica generated

several helpful insights, principally with respect to growing global coacera for

effective safeguards for the Antarctic environment.

.., - .1_” -.--em  + .I-- .,-.-. ., ,. ,I w ..,. I,._.,. .-... _. ._.. _ ._..  .---._. ”
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In concluding our work, 1 am OnCOUrag@d  by the POOitiV6 attitUd6 of Member

Stat66 in approaching all argeatr of international security with a frerh violon,

Com~atibl6  With th. ahallenges  and Op~OrtUnitiOll  Of th6 Rr686nt time. It is my

b@li@f that it may take rome time for Member Btster to thoroughly analyre and

r6fl6at on the dramatic l ventr rapidly occurring in th6 world today in term8 of

their 0~8 vital n66d8  for reaurity. As attested  by moat  of the statemente,  this

rerrion bar brought to the fore th6 reality that, dOEpit  a hOR@ful new world

p o l i t i a a l  6nviroam6ntr seriour threate to peace and security remain.
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The First Couunittee has amply demonstrated that it is up to the task of making

an important contribution to the strengthening of international peace and

security. I am particularly gratified that, despite the occasionally differing

views expressed by delegations. there was overwhelming agreement on the need to

revitalise the work of the United Nations in the realm of expanding and deepening

international peace and security.

f could not conclude my work as Chairman without a very deep and warm

expression of thanks to those individuals who worked closely with me over the past

few montha. I owe heartfelt thanks to my fellow officers of the Bureau, the two

Vice-Chairmen, Mr. Ron Morris of Australia and Mr. Sergei Martynov of the

Byelorussian SSB. end the Bapporteur of the Committee, Mr Latevi Modem Lawson-Betum

of Togo. Certainly, the Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Mr.

Yssusbi Akasbi, and the Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security Council

Affairs. Mr. Vasiliy Safroncbuk, have earned my deep gratitude for the extremely

valuable support and guidance that they have rendered me and the entire Committee.

I believe that all members would wish to share in my tribute to the Secretary

of the Pir8t Comaittee,  Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, whose particular qualifications have

made a tremendous  contribution to our work. His knowledge of the disarmament

field, hi8 diplomatic abilities and his organisational skills have certainly

enriched our work, and I want him to know how deeply grateful I and the Committee

are to him. I am also truly grateful to his colleagues, in particular his

assistant, Mr. Sattar, and to Ms. Perkins, Mr. Ion, Mr. Alasaniya. Mr. Fitspatrick,

Ms. Brosnakova, Mr. Gerardi-Siebert,  Ms. Marcaillou, Miss Patil, Mr. Taylor and

Xr. Gavriou8hkin, all of whom have rendered tremendous service to us. I am

grateful, of courser to the conference officers, interpreters, verbatim reporters
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and prern offioerr, and to all who have enabled the Comittoo to fuaotion

ef f i c ien t ly  aad e f fec t ive ly .


