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The meeting was called to order at 10,50 a.m.

AGENDA ITEM @7 (gontinued)

QUESTI| ON OF ANTARCTICA:GENERAL DEBATE, CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON DRAFT
RESOLUTI ONS

The CHAIRMAN: The sponsors Of draft resolution A/C.1/45/L.64 have
proposed some changes in the tort, and the revised text will therefore not be
available until this afternoon, Owing to that faat and to the faat that
consultations on draft resolution A/C.1/45/L.63/Rev.l are continuing, | propose
that t he Committee take action on draft resolutions A/C,1/45/L.63/Rev.1 and

A/C.1/45/L.64 in the afternoon of Wednesday, 35 November.
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AGENDA ITEMS 68, 69, 70 AND 12

GENERAL DEBATE, CONSI DERATI ON OF AND ACTI ON ON DRAFT RESOLUTI ONS ON | NTERNATI ONAL
SECURITY ACENDA ITEMS

REPORT OF THE ECONOM C AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (chapter I11, section p)
The CHARMAN. | should like to make a few comments on internationa
peace and security, an area of grave concern and interest to all of us.

The inprovement of the intermatiomalpolitical environnment that began to be
di scerned at the previ ous twe sessions ofthe General Assenbly has continued to
gain momentum leading to the historical juncture at which the world community now
finds itself. W all have to admt that, particularly since |ast year, the gl oba
situation has undergone changes greater than anyone could have imagined a few
years ago. As has rightly been said, both in the plenary meetings of the Genera
Assembly and im thi s Committee, the current session will go down in the history of
the United Nations as the first post-cold-war session.

Al'l del egations have remarked that the cold war was over, thus heralding the
emergence of a mewpolitical order. East-West confrontati on was seem as giving way
to dial ogue and co-operation favouring progress in arns control and di sarmanment, in
resol ving eertain regional conflicts, in enhancing the peace-keeping and
peacenmeking role ofthe United Nations. The dramatic changes in Central and
Eastern Europe and the newy achieved stage of European integration were also
underlined as remarkabl e achievenents in the process of consolidating peace,
freedom and democracy. These historic far-reaching acconplishments were credited
in part, to the new mjor-Power dial ogue and partnership and to the role played by
the President ofthe Soviet Uni on, Mr.Mikhail CGor bachev. Sone del egations pointed
to the struggle ofall peoples for a better life and a moresecure pl anet as an
inportant factor in transformng the international clinate

Wile highlighting these encouraging trends, Menber States also warned against
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{The Chairman)
any complacency and against overlooking the sources of international conflict.
Indeed, other troubling developments existing in the world remind us that the road
to global peace and security is not very smooth and that much more remains to be
done. The recent evemts in the Gulf were considered to be a serious reminder to
the world cotmnunity that the end of East-Wsst rivalry does not automatically lead
to the elimination of threats to peace and security and its future is not without
uncertainties. Similarly, many countries underlined the fact that existing
economic disparities, the flaring up of ethnic conflicts and excessive spells of
nationalism, violation of human rights, degradation of the environment, the use of
drugs and other negative phenomena, all point to the urgent need for global action
to remove such threats to peace and security. It was the common view that the
United Nations should be further strengthened as the central mechanism of the
international community for meeting the new challenges and seizing the
opportunities of this post-bipolar world.

It is against such a new backdrop that the Committee’s deliberations will
unfold on items relating to international security. As members are aware, this
year there are three items on the agenda. The first one is entitled “Strengthening
of security and oo-operation in the Mediterranean region”, which has been
considered since 1981. Another item is “Review of the implementation of the
Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security”, which this body has
been considering since 1969. The Declaration itself was adopted at the
twenty-fifth session of the Assembly, which means that at this session we are
commemorating the twentieth anniversary of this important document. Finally, the
Committee will consider the item entitled “Implementation of the Declaration on the
Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace”, an important issue that has been on

the Committee’s agenda for a decade. Our debate on all these items will take place
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(The Chairnan)
on the basis of the reports of the Secretary-General contained in docunments
A/45/713, A 45/516 and Add.l, and A/ 45/575.

As representatives will note fromthe coments nade in their replies, nenber
States underlined the fact that in spite of the recent changes in the world the
i ssues on our agenda have still retained their topicality. They expressed the view
that given the present reality ofthe termnation of the cold war with all its
negative consequences, the newy emerged international circunstances would favour,
nore than in the past, the inplenentation of the principles and objectives of the
docunents relating to international security.

In this regars | should like to point out that at this session many
del egations have expressed, forcefully, the opinion that the end of the col d-war
period and the inproved East-West relations have revealed the fragility of the
security system based on themilitary factor alone. They presented, in this
regard, a wealth of ideas and suggestions ained at putting into effect a new gl obal
security systemas envisaged in the United Nations Charter. Delegations have
frequently referred to the report of the Secretary-General on the work of the
Organi zation, which noted that a conprehensive approach to security was axi omatic
if the unfolding opportunities emerging as a result of the deep changes in the
world were now to be realized.

It is worth mentioning that the del egation of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics subnitted at this session a menorandum ( A/ 45/626) entitled *The United
Nations in the post-confrontation world" containing a wde spectrum of proposals
reflecting its conceptual approach to the strategic role ofthe world organization
in the new structure of international relations. Likewise, in a joint statement

entitled "Responsibility for Peace and Security in the Changing World" (A/45/598),
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(Ihe Chairman)
alro submitted at this session, the United 8S8tates and the Soviet Union pointed to
the special attention they attach in the United Natioms to promoting practical,
multifaceted solutions to the issues of international peace and security,
political, economic, social, oultural and humanitarian problems. In this context,
the two major Powars stated that they would pursue co- operati on with all Member
States in the attainment of a number of proposala whieh, in their view, could
strengthen United Nations efforts in promotiag international peace and security in

all its aspects.
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(Zha Chairman)

| should like to point out that, besides there two proporalr, a good nunber of
suggestions have been put forward, explicitly or obliquely, by other delegations,
reflecting their positions on t he need to shape a new conoept of international
security. Many delegations hold that all countries must participate in the process
of defining the elements of a new conorpt of global security, whioh in their
opinion should be based on the United Nations Charter and take into account the
characteristics and specific recurity needs of the States of each region and the
cultural idemtities of their peoples.

I conclude by pointing out, atthe risk of repeating myself,t hat the nev
situation existing today and the new spirit Oof oo-operation at the United Nations
and elsewhere provide a unique, unprecedented opportunity to look anew and
seriously at the gquestiom Of international security in all its aspects. It is my
belief that new times demand new approaches and perceptions. This session is one
of those rare historic times for Member States when they can engage in dialogue,
putting forth fresh ideas and imaginative suggestions aimed at streangtheaing the
role of the United Nations in fulfilling its main responsibility of maintaining
peace and security in the world. Tothe extent that global peace and security is
the concern of all nations, the formulation and fashioning of a new response to the
world situation chat har emerged rhould alse be the preoccupation Of wus all.

M. eMIAQIA aAllbania):d elegation 4sparticipating in the
debate on agenda item 68, "Streagthening Of recurity and co-operation in t he
Mediterranean r egi on”, with the responsibility of a country belonging to the
region, in order to make its contribution to furthering the establishment Of peace
and security there and to strengthening the spirit of co-operation between its
peoples.

The Albanian delegation notes that our Committee and the General Assembly have
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(Mr., Mlloja, Albania)
for long been seizeda of, and have seriously considered, the situation in the
Medi terranean region. we cannot fail to welcome the good offices of our
Organization, and especially of the Secretary-General, in promoting the positive
trends in the region.

The positive changes currently takinc place in international rclatioms have
led naturally to a nore favaurable atnosphere for the advance of the process of
strengthening security and co-operation in our region.

The Security of the Mediterranean is closely linked with ~me security of the
European continent and the Bal kans and in general with international peace and
security throughout the world. The devel opnents taking place inEurope ainmed at
freeing it fromthe spirit of blocs and confrontation and building a new European
structure, as endorsed at the Paris summt, should therefore contribute to a
relaxation of the climate in this region, especially in tha direction of
di sar manent .

It is an old aspiration ofthe Mediterranean peoples toturn their region into
a zone of peace, security and fruitful co-operation, free fromconflicts and
confrontation. But, regrettably, contrary to this aspiration, we note that this
basin continues to have a huge mlitary presence. The mlitary presence of foreign
fleets is undoubtedly a permaneat cause of coacera forthe Mediterranean peopl es,
especially in the light ofincreasing mlitary activities and the recent depl oyment
to the region of nore naval units. They create aew dangers to peace and security
and the general equilibriumin the region.

There is therefore stronglogic in the persistent demand forthe withdrawal
fromthe Mediterranean of foreign f|eets and any foreign nilitary presence
what soever and for the cessation ofall their mlitary exercises, It is the duty

of al | the countries Of t he regionaot to allow any foreignforces to use their
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lands, territorial waters and air space for military activities against countries
of the region or beyond. Albania, as in the past, will in the future, too,
continue to do its share in this ‘direction.

Awnar e of the existence Of some hotbeds Of temsiom in the region, the Albanian
delegation holds that their exacerbation @ oriourly threatems regional peace and
security. EXxperience testifies to the well-known fact that such conflicts have
brought nothing good t 0 the peoples of this region or of others; on the contrary,
we have been witness to the tragedy, numerous victims and huge material damage that
have plagued many countries. | N this context, the plight of the Palestinian people
and the people of Lebanon, the Gulf ezisis and so on bring to light the dangerous
consequences Of the use Of force against peace-loving peoples and countries for the
purpose Of occupation.

Our view is that concrete steps should be taken by the respective
Mediterrarean peoples and States themselves, without f or ei gn interference, t 0
remove sources of tension or the basis Of the principles of sovereignty,
independence, territorial integrity and non-interference in the internal affairs of
others. It would be commendable if the logic of confrontation and the use Of force
gave way to a spirit of dialogue, good understanding and co-operation,

The People's Socialist Republic of Albania has always welcomed with great
pleasure all the efforts made on the Mediterranean plane to create a peaceful
climate in this region. As a Balkan country, we similarly hold that a peaceful and
stable Balkans directly benefits Europe as a whole and the Mediterranean. In this
connection, | should like to bring to the Committee’s attention the Joint
Communiqué of the Foreign Ministers Of the Balkan States, who met in Tirana on

24 October 1990. It says, among other things:
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“A stable Balkawns, which is advancing on t he course of current developments,

is a faotor Of peace and security for t he entire Mediterranean region and

Europe." (A/45/701, appendix I. p. 4)

We recognise that only co-operation in a peaceful and conatructive climate can
load to the strengthening of ® oonomio, commercial and oultural links hetween
peoples. The Mediterranean peoples have many things in common and to share for the
mutual benefit Of @ aah other and other pecples Of the world.

With these aims, motivated by good will, my country ha8 participated in
numerous Mediterranean aotiviticr of different kind8 during this year, some of
whioh | rhall mention, Albania was represeated by a delegation at the Nicosia
Ministerial Conference on t hr enviromment in the Mediterranean last April and at
the meeting Of the United Nationms Environment Programme in Athens, which Aiscus..ed
the plan Oof aetion ON the Mediterranean. Likewise, we sent a delegation with
observer ltatt;n {0 vae meeting in Balms de Majorca on the Mediterranean in the
g-amework Of the Corference ON Security and Co-operation in Burope process.

INn conclusion, I should 1ixe to reiterate the wish and t he readiness of my
Goverament (O do its best tO comtribute to the advantages that our regional

co-operation offers for peace, stability, progress and t he well-being of our

peoples.
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M . BORG OLIVIER (Malta): Since this is the first timethat my
del egation has addressed the Conmttee, Sir, | take this opportunity of
congratul ating you on your well-nerited election to the chairmanship of this very
i mport ant committee. | also extend ny congratulations to the other members of the
Bur eau.

Atthe outset Ofny statemeat, | wish to thank the Secretary-General for the
excel I ent studies that have been made available to us on so manycritical issues of
di sarmanment and international security, including those on nuclear weapons, on the
establ i shment of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in the Mddle East and on verification.

Many Speakers have already referred to the profound political and democratic
changes that are taking place in manyparts of the world, particularly Central and
Eastern Europe. Milta, as a European country, welcones these changes and supports
further measures to pronote the process of entente and political unity in Europe.
we strongly believe that, vhile the new democratic forces in Europe have unl eashed
new challenges, it is nore possible nowthan in the past to anticipate and predict
developments and therefore plan for peace in the future,

The evol utionary change thathas been unravelling in Europe i s al SO moulding a
new East-\est relationship, strengthening co-operation, causing the abandonment of
Power-bloc confrontation, ushering in new formsof confidence- and
security-building measures and | eading to openness and transparency in
negotiations, particularly on arns [imtations and di sarmanent issues, which are
all leading to a unified security framework in Europe.

International security, which for a timewas underthe strong influence of the
bi pol ar dimension, is once again being perceived fromits original political
perspective as &lined by the founding fathers of thi s Organization and a8 enbodi ed

in the purposes and principl es of theCharter.
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(Mr. Borg Qlivier, Malta)

The settlement Of conflicts by peaceful means rather than by the throat or use
of force has gathered momentum. Peace initiative8 in Contral America, Aaia and
Africa are a significant indication Of the potential that exists for finding
solutions Dy peaceful means to regional problems that are still threstening
international peace and security.

Approximately 11 month8 ago President Bush and Presideat Qorbachrv met on a
stormy day in the sheltered harbour of Malta. \While outside the harbour tho waves
were lashing furiously against the breakwater and the bastions that hed sheltered
80 many generations Of Maltese and their friends, the Presideats of the United
States and the Soviet Union, on board the liner Maxim Gorky, in a oalm and friendly
® tmo8SphOrOr provided the world with a histerie turning point, ending the oold war
and opening avanues {0 dirarmament negotiationms.

Since then there have been a number of bilateral and multilateral effort8 that
have enhanced ‘the prospects Of Dbuilding a commoa security system, reversing the
e rm8manta race and reducing the military arsenals in many part8 of the world. My
delegation sincerely hopes that this trend will help us to ® 8tabli8h new concepta
of security requirements that will permit all individual8 to live their 1ife in
dignity, peace and freedom.

Positive developments have undoubtedly been evideant in the negotiation8 that
have taken place in Vienna during the last 30 month8 on coaventional forces in
Burope and that were successfully concluded a few day8 ago. The agreements reached
in this area have strengthened not Only the pesition Of group8 of countries but
® |ro that of individual States, laying the foundation of greater security and
stability in Burope. The signing in Paris last week Of the first treaty on the
reduction of conventional armed force8 in Europe is a unique event in the annals of

disarmament negotiations. Malta welcomes this historic agreement.
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(Mr. Borg Olivier, Malta)

Si nul taneously, the Vienna Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe
(CSCE) process has been building on the 1986 Stockhol m docunent forthe purpose of
devel opi ng additional measures of a confidence-building nature with a viewto
enhancing security and reducing the dangers of mlitary confrontation in Europe.

The institutioaalisation ofsecurity arrangenents in Europe established by the
Paris Conference of States participating in the CSCE has cenented the efforts of
all European countries to establish a new security order in Europe. This major
achi evenent has created a nmechanism for conflict resolution andthe settlenment of
disputes. Inthis respect, Malta feels honoured, at this particular period in
history, to be acting as host next January to the CSCE neeting of expert8 on the
Peacef ul Settlement of Di sputes.

In another area, we note with satisfaction the comitnent made by the United
States and the Soviet Union to prevent the proliferation of nucl ear weapons,
chemcal weapoms, and missiles capable of carrying such weapons, as well as their
agreement to destroy a major part oftheir stockpiles and not to producechem cal
weapons. At the sane time, we are all aware that the threat ofuse of chenical
weapons is still a source of concern to all peace-loving countries. Mlta
therefore joins other delegations that have stressed the need to resolve the
out standing problens without further delay in order to conclude negotiations im the
Conference on Disarmament On a universal convention banning the devel opment,
production, stockpiling and use of chenical weapons.

The specific draftresol utions on confidence-buil di ng measures and regi onal
disarmament submitted t hi s year forconsideration by the Conmttee are a welcome
source of encouragenent to those ecomntries that have consistently urged the need
for di al ogue om and co-operation in adopting practical nmeasures to establish and

strengt henconfidence- and security-buil ding nmeasures in their region. It &s our
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firm belief that progress ® ahiovod in reducing armaments in Burope aould be applied
to building confidence in other regions of the world, taus ® haaollag their
rtability and security.

Many delegations have appropriately highlighted these aspects in their
1ato:yontionl in the Committee. Indeed, Italy, speaking on behalf of the European
Community and its member States, har pointed out that

“aew concepts Of security at a regional level can be developed, notably

through the ® rtablirhmont of oonoiliation mechanisms am well as Of innovative

forms Of multilatrral co-operation in the field of security." (A/C.1/48/BV.3.

Ba17)

Malta welcomes this statement, knowing quite well that the European Community
har been in the forefromt in promoting regional co-operation. |n this context,
Malta, t0o0, along with other countries, bar for the part mine years been a
prinoipal sponsor in this Committee and in other intermatiomal forum of the
importance Of intensifying efforts im promoting peace, security and co-operation in
the Meaditerranean region.

In the face Of the favourable political ® avironmont, Mediterranean countries
® xpoot that the positive developments in Burope will have a longed-for positive
impact on the region, which remains ® naumberod by some of the most intractable
problems. We feel that the pressure released in the politiaal and military
policies in Europe will make ‘it possible to direct more attemtion tO the
Mediterranean region neighbouring the southern flanks Of EBurope.

As already stated, Malta, together with other Mediterranean countries, has
spared H[J @ ffort in the search for security and co-oprration 4m t hr region. Maltas,
which forms an integral part of the Mediterranean region, has participated actively
during past years in important meetings intended to comtribute tO tha enhancement

of paaaa, saaurity and development in the Mediterranean.
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The Declaration on the Prospects of @ obal Dialogue on Security and
Co-operation i N the Mediterranean, adopted at the Third Mnisterial Conference of
the Mediterranean Non- Al i gned Countries, held in Agiers inJune 1990, confirns the
sincere desire ofthese countries to work closely with their partners in the search
for peace and stability in the region. In their final communiqué the Foreign
Mnisters also expressed the will of the Mediterranean non-ali gned countries to
enhance their efforts in order to contribute actively to the elimnation ofall
hot beds of tension in the region, to the pronotion of just and lasting solutions,
in accordance with the Charter and resolutions of the uniteda Nations, and to the
elimination of the conflicts and crises that are still threatening regional peace
and stability.

The first neeting ofthe Mnisters of Foreign Affairs ofthe 10 countries of
the western Mediterranean, held in Rome in Cctober 1990, also declared and
mani fested the desire to foster a new nodel of relations in the Mediterranean
region as a whele, aimed at achieving stability and prosperity and providing

support for denocratic processes, economicref orns and dewvelopment in the countries

of the region.
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In many ways this co-operation war reiterated at the mooting on the
Mediterranean region of the CSCE participating States, hold in Palma do Mallorca i N
September-October 1990. The mooting broke new ground im that it was thr first CSCE
meeting on the Mediterranean that all the other Mediterranean countries not
particllpanu in CSCE agreed to attemd, Many Of there countries oontributod
aotivrly to the mooting throughout all the sessions and On a variety Of subjects.
A record number of international bodies, all of them members Of the United Nations
family, attended and alro comtributed actively.

Security in the Mediterranean was also discussed and an overwhelming majority
Of States felt the need to express the importance they attaoh to this guestion.
While the report O i the meeting does not reflect fully the interest shown i N the
security question, the conclusions are a definite step f Orward on the two previous
CSCE meetings on the Mediterranean in this respect.

It is uq'niﬂcut that, in reatfirming the commitment of the CSCB
participating Btates t0, and in stressing th8 continuing relevance of, the
provisions of the CSCE concerning security and oo-operation in the Mediterranean,
the meeting took note of the suggestiom made that, when circumstances allowed, a
mooting outside the CSCE could take place that, inspired by experiences of the CSCE
process, could dlscuss a set of generally accepted rules and principles in the
f£ield of rtability, ao-operation and the human dimension in the Mediterranean.

A common theme that ha8 émerged from the meetings | have just mentioned has
been the widespread agreement on the proposal for convening, once t he conditions
are met i n the region,a conference On security and co-operation in the
Mediterranean (CSCM) and the readiness of the Mediterranean countries to enter into
discussions On that proposal, and in particular on the procedures to follow it up.

The Govermment Of Malta look8 very positively on and supports t he proposal for
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convening a cscM. Wthout any doubt, the meetings held in Algiers, Rone and
Palma de Mallorca have registered the wish of the |ittoral States of the
Mediterranean to hold such a conference.

Ve nust underline the political necessity of enbarking as early as possible on
a CSCM process, particularly in view of the still existing factorsof instability,
as well as the problens facing the Mediterranean and the continuing tensions in the
region. The unresolved questions of Cyprus and Palestine have a direct bearing on
the Mediterranean and the surrounding countries and regions.

The General Assenbly has repeatedly recognized that security in the
Mediterranean is closely linked to security inthe rest of Europeand to
international peace and security. Tine and events have again and again shown t hat
turmoil and tension in the Mediterranean continue to jeopardize effortsto bring
cl oser together the Euro-Mediterranean countries.

The seriousness of events in the Gulf region and the reverberation8 they are
having in the Mediterranean have further underlined and perhaps rendered inperative
the initiation of a fruitful dialogue between countries in the north and those in
the south of the Mediterranean, as well as with those that areinvolved in this
very inportant sea and crossroad of civilizations.

Wil e we acknow edge the geopolitical and cultural differences existing in the
Mediterranean, the di mensi on of securityand co-operation shoul d be ailowed to be
fully explored by the countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea. These countries
hol d great potential for strengthening the |inks for co-operation notonly anmong
themselves but al so with other European States.

This can be achi eved by cohesive and wel | - co- ordi nat ed measures in the region,
per haps through a Council of the Mediterranean, a proposal Malta has put forward at

t he Algiers Non-Aligned M nisterial Meeting. This proposed mechaniam woul d bring
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together the parlianmentarians of the political entities in the region by their
attending regular sessions and al SO havine « conmttee of mnisters to nmonitor and
direct developments i n the Mediterranean.

It is precisely "devel opments" that has becone the magic word for security in
t he Mediterranean. Indeed, besides enhancing security t hrough arns linitation and
disarmament neasures, what will have am i nportant bearing on security in the
Mediterranean i n the future is the elinnation of disparities in the levels of
soci al and econom ¢ devel opnent betweem the northern and southern countries of the
Mediterranean region. |t mustbe recogmized thateconomi ¢ and social security have
tomove with the same pace amd vigour as other areas of military security.

Regional nilitary security must conpl enent and not replace econonic, humanitarian
and environnmental security.

Ia this respect, the question ofco-operation is conprehensively and
positively covered in the CSCE Palma de Mallorca report. Early inplenentation of
the agreenents reached at the meetingrelating to social and econom c devel opnent.
the protection Of the ecosystenms and the environnent, as well as other areas, would
enable the Mediterranean countries of the southto catch upwith the advanced
economic and soci al structures Of those of the north.

My & egation believes thatthe United Matioms can significantly contribute to
matters relating t O t he Mediterranean, i n particul ar through t he monitoring of
events in the Mediterranmean,by engaging in |iaison witht he specialized agencies
of the United Mations system regional and subregional commissions, organisations
and institutions, and by analysing how agreementsand neasures bei ng uadertaken in
Europe and surrounding regi ons coul d influence regional securityin the

Mediterranean al SO.
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The inproved relations in international affairs and the end ofthe cold war
have opaaed up new avenues for establishing, within the framework ofthe United
Nations, new opportunities for advancing negotiations on nuclear, conventional and
chem cal weapons that would enhance international security,

yet it iS recognized that the world is farfrom beingasafe place in which to
live. The Conprehensive Study on Nucl ear Wapons reminds us in its conclusions
that, while the quantitative growth of nucl ear-weapon arsenal s has been stopped,
qualitative i nprovenents of nucl ear-weapon systems continue wthout significant
restrictions in a fewareas. W wll therefore need to work,w th confidence and
trust, in our search for durable solutions to those problems and issues that still
confront humanity.

In Europe nmuch has beema achieved. Contributions to the ever-increasing
transparency in negotiations and understanding have givena new political objective
to the action and behaviour of States in international affairs. The sem nar on
security concepts and mlitary doctrines, held earlier this year in Vienna, and the
"open skies" negotiations held in Canada and Hungary have introduced new di nensi ons
in di sarmament discussions which shoul d enhance prospects for future negotiations
ONn verification.

Per haps the now acceptabl e concept of "open skies” can | ead to t he other
concept of "opem seas" and help to dispel the distrust that still prevails in the
sphere of naval armements. In this regard we note with interest the memorandum
circul at ed by Sweden ON naval armaments and disarmament, Mlta has al ways given
careful attention to maritime questions, and t he i ssue of naval armaments i s
certainly a concern that nerits the full attention ofthe international community.

Mich has beenwritten and nuch has been said; yet much still has to be

achieved. | n an interdependent WOr| d wher e disarmament and development are
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intertwined, actions t0o reduce military expenditures and to allocate resources thur
gained ¢00 e [OOmOOXO andsocialdeavelopment must become o priority resolve for this
decade. As | have already stated, recourity in military matters murt be
complemented by security in economic and soecial development.

International security is not the domain of any single State, but murt result
from the collective @ ffortr of all countries in the consoldiation of peace,
security and co-operatiea for all Staten. |

M. SMIBRNOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian): Mr. Chairman, allow me first of all t 0 express my gratitude for your
introductory statement, in which you preseated an e¢xtended picture Of receat
developments in the world's political situatiom, a time during which maay extremely
important historical eveats took place, requiring fundamentally new approaches to
problems Of @ nruring international peace and seecurity and the role played by the
Uanited Nations in the development Of peaceful co-operation among States im a new

' 054
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The regular consideration bythe General Assenbly of issues of strengthening
i ateraatioaal security reflects the fundamental vocation ofthe United Nations,
namely, to serve as a stabiliser for world policy, a collective co-ordiaating
ceatre for the admnistration of an interdepeadeat and integrated world in the
universal interests of mankind. Many Statenments made at plenary nmeetings and in
Committees Ofthe General Assenbly have enphasiaed the critical anduniquenature
of the current times in the devel opment ofinternational relations. The ice age of
the cold war, which only briefly was broken through by political thaws, is being
repl aced by a post-&oaf roumw aciom era, characterized by t he discarding of
i deol ogi cal blinkers and doubl e standaras, t he establ i shment of nutua
understanding and partnership in the interest of strengthening iaternational peace
and security. As was noted in the statenent nmade by Mikhail Sergeyevi ch Gorbachev.
the President of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, at the Paris'mseting of
Heads of State and Govermment of parties to the Conference 0Oa Security and
Co- operation in Europe:

“W are entering into a world of different dinensions, in which universa
human val ues are acquiring the same significance foral |, where the freedom
and Welfare of man, the intrinsic value ohuman |ife, must become both the
basis for universal security and the highest criterion of progress.”

The positive trends in international relations conpellingly denonstrate that
new political thinking - the philosophical fouadation of foreign policy othe
Sovi et Union during the period of perestroika -~ has firnmly perneated the entire
fabric oftoday's world poliey. =The genuinely revolutionary Change8 now taking
place in Europe and in the entire systemfinternational relations, as
di stingui shed fremt he past, are not accompsniedby gl obal upset8 and, despite

their highly dramatic nature, are taking place im a framework of stability. We are
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thus seeing the Zormation of a new world order based on the primacy of law, the
philorophy of noa-violence and justice.

AL the zame time, the o VOnt8 Of recent months,resultingfrom the gross
violation by | raq of the principles Of internatiomal law and universally accepted
norms of morality, are demonstrating that the positive processes whioh are gaining
force have NOt acquired sufficient reserves Of rtability for a guaranteed
prevention Of the recurrence of the use Of force and aggressicn. But we cannot
fail to see something ® 180 a8 well. In these alarming days, the international
community is demonstrating unprecedented soliidarity an response { 0 this challenge
laid down by the aggressor. As was noted in the statement delivered by
Mr . Shevardnadse, the Minister for Poreigm Affair8 of the Union of Soviet S8ocialist
Republics, at the present session Of the General Assembly:

“We are again becoming united nation8 and are returning to our own global
constitution - the Charter Of the United Nations - to those Of it8 provisions
which were forgotton for a while but which experience ha8 proved to be
indispensable for the most ‘mportant and most necessary Of our tasks, the
maintenance Of international peace and security." (A/45/FV.6, D. 47)

We fully shere the conclusion in the report of the Secretary-General oa the
work Of the Organisation:

"To build peace and create conditions Of stability in the world of the
19908 will require innovative responses to eacurity challenger Of a type
radically dif feremt from those encountered in the part. * (AZ45/1, o. 18)

The objective of establishing an integral strategy of global partnership for
the 19908 and the baginaing Of the next century is the subjsct of the memorandum
submitted by the delegation of the Soviet Union at the forty-fifth set_ion of t he

General Assembly, entitled "The United Nation8 in the post-confromtati.. world”
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(A745/626). Such a strategy, we are coaviaced, musthe based solely on the
criteria forpl anet-w de coexistence - bal ance of interests and freedom of choi ce,
political realismand responsible behaviour oa the part of States, safeguarding
denocracy and human rights, adherenceto openness and the rule oflaw. A
streagtheaing of the central role of the Uaited Nations in world affairs,
unswerving conpliance with its Charter, the need actively to support efforts within
the context of the emtize Uaited Nation6 systemaimed at inplenenting and
strengthening the principles and the system ofinternational peace, security and
co-operation enshrined in the Charter of the United Nationst these are enphasired
inthe joint Soviet-United States statenent "Responsibility for Peace and Security
in the Changing Wrld" (A 45/598).

The goal of strengthening iateraatioaal stability and the [egal order requires
a pooling ofthe effort6 of all States, maximum and full utiliaatioa of al1 the
means and opportunities in the arsenal ofthe United Nations. As we see it. a
substantive contribution to the achievement ofthis objective nust be made t hrough
discussion in the general Assenbly of the question of the inplementation of the
Declaration On the Strengthening of Interaational Security. The Soviet Uaioa
consi ders the peclaratiom, adopted 20 yeasago, as am inportant document, oae
which is acquiring particular relevance today, at the present stage of world
development. The anniversary of our Organization does aot provide grounds for
solemm Speeches of praise. Rather, it marks a wat er shed far t aki ng stock and f or
thinking seriously about our objectives for the foreseeable future.

The Decl aration on the Strengthening of International Security was adopted
during a period when a definite warmng ia the political atmosphereseemed
insufficient w melt wethick layer8 of ice Of mutual mistrust 8nd suspicion.

Dangercus competitionwast aking place in the world in the arns race, in abuil ding
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up of lethal ® r8oaala of weapons Of ma88 destruction. Unfortunateiy, we t0OO were
unable t0 avoid being dragged into a historically futile process Of flexing
military muscles. Considerable political courage war required to embark firmly on
a course Of re-evaluating the comcept Of military parity, bared on fear of mutual
destruction, the doctrines Of nuclear deterrence and restraint, ¢ 0 au tO become
aware t hat confrontational approaches cannot e n8uro ® ocurity and pease.

Of decided significance for strengthening military-political atability is the
process Of disarmament, first and forrmort nuclear disarmament. Today, no one
would dispute that the world ha8 become safer a8 a result Of the elimination Of
Soviet and United States medium-range missiles. And we find the system Of
international security on a qualitatively now level of reliability today, in view
of the conclusion betwsen thr Boviet Union and the United States Of fundamen:al
agreements concerning major reductions in strategic offensive weapons, other types
of weapons Of mass destruction and coaventional weapons.

itds i nportant that the ® ntiro international community is becoming
increasingly aware that progress towards a non-violeant world is impossible without
a rolutioa to questions Of reducing the level of military confroatation,
non-proliferation Of nuclear, chrmiaal and bactrriologioal weapon8 and missile
technology and overcoming the ossified militarisation Of the economy,

The provision Of the Declaration concerning the establishment of an ef fective
system Of collective security without military alliance8 continues tO be relevant
in the now conditions prevailing in today's world. The democratic changes in
Europe, Wwhore the symbol Of it8 split, the Berlin Wall, ha8 arumblod, are creating
a real basis for the establishment Of qualitatively new co-operative security

structures.




FMB/11 A/C.1/745/PV.44
3l

(Mr. Smirmov, USSR)

Were we should like to emphasize the historic nature of the outcone of the
meeting of Beads of State and Governnent of States, parties to the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europa (cSCE), held in Paris from19 to 21 Nevember,
which, as Presi dent FrangoisM tterrand stated, was marked by a particularly high
quality ofrel ations based on eguality of rights, security and solidarity. The
Treaty signed in Paris on conventional weapons is an extremelyinportant conponent
of the mewsecurity structure created in Europe. Worthy of special note i S the
agreement onthe establishment of a conflict prevention eeatre,a kind of regul at or
of the mlitary and political situation on the continent. The manthing, in our
opinion, is that the Parismeeting laid the foundation forinternationslisation of
the European process ama the legal forms forthe new European structures in the
interests ofthe peoples who inhabit the continent.

The States parties to ths CSCE -~ as i S emphasized in the Charter ofParis for
aNew Europe -~ are aware that their fate is linked tothe fates ofall other
countries and they stand ready to

»join forces with any and all States incommom efforts to protect and advance

t he commonality Of human values."

O great significance in this context is the reaffirmtion of full support for the
United Hatioms in the enhancenment ofits role, as set forth in the Charter, in the
promotion of iaterwtional peace. security and justice.

\\¢ are convinced thatthe processes developing in Europe will also have an
impact on the rest ofthe world, in particular on the situation in the Asiaand
Pacific CQcean region. Speaking recently inVladivostok, M nister for Foreign
Affairs ofthe USSR M. Shevardnadze put forwardthe idea of forming a single

uni ted European-Asian ares of security and co-operation.
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The universal principle of thiaking globally and acting locally is in keeping
with the spirit Of the provisions Of the Declaratioam in support of regional,
subregional and bilatrral co-operation as an important instrument for @  trongthening
international® ocurity. In the coupling of the co-operative ® ffortm of the United
Nations with those Of regional organisations 1lies a powerful means Of strengthening
stabllity Of a new, higher quality, on a geanuinely multidimensional basis.

The course Of ® VOnt8confirms the significance Of those provisions Of the
Declaration that deal with the unconditional validity of the purposes and
principles Of the Charter Of the United Natioms.

Fully in keeping with the Declaration also is the preseat trend toward8
® akancomont of the ® ffoativoao88 of the Soaurity Council, which 4s mew fulfilling
its original mission Of serving as an @ ffoctivo instrument f Or responding to
t hroat 8 to international peace and security. A truly symbolic and extraordinary
went was the September meeting Of the Soaurity Council at the Foreign Minister
level tO consider the situation resulting from the aggression committed by Iraq
against Kuwait. Thevaluable® [XIOCIOOXCIMNYO ofinteractionamongthemembersofthe
Security Council ha8 boon significantly enriched and cam in future be applied to
other international crises .

The Soviet Union believes that the course Of ® vOnt8 in the Persian Gulf
dictates the need fOr speedy meloﬁontatlon of the recommendation contained i n the
Declaration that thr Soaurity Council take steps to facilitate the conclusion of
agreements (O make available t0O it national contingent8 of armed toxces.

As Wwe have already stated here, the Soviet Union is r eady to aocaaludo sueh an
agreement and we believe that the very possibility of @ rtablirhing a multinational
United Nations force would have a strong, deterrent and sobering @ ffeot on any

aggressor.
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The Soviet Union is in favour of increasing the contribution of the United
Nations to the establishnment of a general structure for peace and security in
support of the efforts of the Security Couneil and ofthe Secretary-General to
prevent sad to settle conflicts and to improve United Nations peace-keeping
operations sad enhance their ef f ectiveness.

The Soviet Union is taking definite steps to bring about a speedy cessation of
bl oodshed in Afghanistan sad tosettle the conflict by involving all groups of the
Af ghan popul ation in constructive dialogue and by hol ding general elections under
United Nations supervision. W note with satisfaction that, thanksto the efforts
of the five permameat nenbers of the Security Council, Indochinese, the States
menbers of the Association of South-East Asiam Nations, and other countries,ithas
been possible to initiate a process leading to a political solution of the
Cambodian pr obl em

The successful untsagling of the N caraguan knot should be supported by
resolution of the situation in El Salvador sad by neasures to streagtbea confidence
and to reduce the |evel of armaments in Central Anerica. The continuing tensions
in the Mddle East call for the imrediate initiation ofa turn-around towards peace
sad stability sad the nornalisatioa of relations among the peoples of the region.

over the two decades since the adoption of the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security, the world has witnessed changes of
historic inportsace. These include the achievement ofindependence by the majority
of the peoples thst hsd been under col onial domnation. <The United Nations has
been able to denonstrate that the purposes andprinciples it proclaimare the
postul ates for an effective international | aw and, at the same time, an instrument

for a practical policy for transformng the world.
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The settlement Of the question Of Wamibia, which marked a major breakthrough
in the post-colonial epoch, opens Up good prospects for a solution tO other
problems Of southera Africa; first and foremost fOr the dismantling Of apartheid in
South Afriea through political means. The Soviet Uni on hopest hat the process Of
change which ha8 now come tO imclude South Africa will be irreversible, and will
promote the strengthening Of stability and good-neighbourliness in this region Of
the Wworl d, At the same time, there is a need for the combined ® ffOrt8 Of all
gtates and for the active involvement Of the United Nations to find solutions to
the problems Of the remaining colonial territories on the basis Of the free choice
of their peoples.

The future Of a safe WOrl d is closely linked to the shift to a NnOw structure
of international ® NMOSSOOX[O relations based on the principles Of justice and
equality = a shifting Of resources from the nilitary sphere to development needs,
an ® xpaauioa Of multilateral co-operation in the regulation Of foreign debt and the
fight against hunger, poverty, disease and natural disasters. The global nature of
the task Of protecting the onvironmont also requires a co-ordinated international
approach, the joiat implementation Of ® ffOCtiVO technological decisions - solutions
tod%5]| the CJOSHI ¢ f£rom’SH @ cologiaalcatastrophe.

Tho Soviet Union is in favour Of consistent implementation of the provisions
of the Declaration on universal respect and full guarantee8 for human rights, and
is in favour Of further ® xpaading the business-like, objective dialogue On social
and humanitarian problemr and on issues relating to the free development Of the
individual. We are therefore in favour of a reaffirmation Of universal concepts of
human right8 and the implementation of the ® X[ range of universally recogniszed

standards i n this area.
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Noting Wi th satisfaction the progress that has been achi eve& i n implementing
t he provisions ofthe Decl aration on the Strengtheni ng of International Security,
the Soviet Union, guided by decisions of the Congress of People's Deputies and the
Supreme Soviet of t he USSR, i ntends to continue the search fornultifaceted
approaches to the gquestioa ofsecuring international peace amd security in a
poet-confrontation era aud of ensuring that the United Nations has a central
regulating role, In our view, the CGeneral Assenbly would makea constructive
contribution t0 the adoption of mew approaches to the activity of the Organization
iIf it were to mark Me twentieth anni versary of the Declaration on the
St rengt heni ng of International Secur i ty by adopting a resolution reflecting the
uni versal need forpeace and stability, supported by the force ofreason and of l1aw.

There is another important questiom On the agenda ofthe United Rations. |
refert 0 t he strengtheming of Security andco-operation intbe Mditerranean
region. Raturally the Soviet Unionis interested im ensuring peace, security and
co-operation in that regioa. W are guided by that fact as the situation im the
Mediterranean region i s considered at the United Natioms withinthe context ofthe
general European process, and we are guidedby it im our relations with the
MediterraneanSt at es. The | oi nt Sovi et - Spani sh political decleration that was
adopted during the visit of President Gor bachev ofthe USSR to Spain |ast Cctober
emphasizes specifically the need

"to pronote the process of di al ogue between the Mediterranean ecouutriea and

other interested States, to promote an improvement of the political climte,

and t o devel op co-operation in thi s region”.

We coaafdar the strengthening of security i n the Mediterranean regionto be a
wide-ranging process that i avol vea parallel steps to settle conflict situations,

reduce the |wel of mlitary and naval confrontation, increase trust, and devel op
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fruitful regional oo-operation im tha political, economie, eoologioal, scientific
and humanitarian spheres and in re.pect of Other mattera. In this regard, the
Soviet Union has put forward a series of specific proposals aimed at reducing
military confrontation in the Mediterranean. Authose proposals are well known,
there is no need f Or me to repeat them today.

With regard to the practical aspects Of current conditions, the provisioms of
the Charter of Patio concerning the radical politioal changes that are taking plaoe
in Europe have assumed particular amd positive signifioanoe for the Mediterranean
region, as has the reaffirmation by the States parties to the Conference on
Security and Co-operation im Europe (CSCE) of their readiness tO continue their
efforts to streangthem security and co-operation in the Mediterranean, since that is
an important factor in the creation of stability in Europe as a whole.

The USSR remains ready to discuss initiatives t aken by every Mediterranean
country. We support the proposal of Spain and Italy that the CS8CB begin a process
in respect Of the Mediterranean region. In thir regard, we view very positively
the recent meeting in Palma de Majorca, to which the representative of Malta
referred today. We hope that this will result in the successful ertablirhment of a
new ryrtem of relation8 in that region. There is no doubt that the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries and all other regional organizations have contributed to the
strengthening of security and to the development of co-operation in the
Mediterranean region.

Of course, the United Nations has an important role to play in the resolution
of long-standing problems in that region. We hope that the draft rerolution on
this agenda item will provide a positive basis for progress towards improvement of

the situation there.
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consi der once again the gquestien of international security, the worldhas reached
an inportant turning-point. The old world pattern is being replaced by a new one
The ol d pattern has been broken, but the new one has yet to take shape. The
international community iS confronted with challenges and risks, but opportunities
and hopesabound.

Over the past year, thanks to the concerted efforts of the peoples ofall
countries, there nas beemn a further reduction in mlitary confrontation at a gl oba
level, and the drive to namintain peace hasheen strengthened. Namibia has womits
independence, and the unification of Germany has beenrealised. Co-operation in
various regions is increasing, and the trend towards nulti-polarisation has
increased noticeably.

In the area of disarmament, the United States and the Soviet Union have
reached agreement in principle on the partial reduction of strategic nuclear
weapons and have agreedt O stopthe preduetion Of chem cal wepmsand to start to
reduce their stocks of such weapoaa. Agreenent has been reached in negotiations on
t he reduction of conventional forces in Burope.

In the nultilateral domain, headway has been made in di sarmanent efforts.
Furthernore, in the case of some hot-spot problens amd regional conflicts the
parties have reached or are movimg towards political settlement. |n short. the
international community has achieved initial, but commendable, results inits
efforts to maintain world peace and security.

In the nean tiME, we cannot but note that there are still many political
econom ¢ and national coutradictioms in the world, that new formaof power politic6

continue to jeopardi se international relations. and that tensions and conplications
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have emergnd in ¢ O5sI| regions. As many problems pertaining to international
security have still to be resolved, OUI world in far from beimg tranquil. Many
difficulties will have t0O be overcome before it is possible (O achieve fair,
reasonable and compreheasive [political settlements for ® ovoral regional oonfliota,
including that in the Middle Bast.

Recently, the situation in the Gulf regiom har become especially worrying.
Irag bar aot yet showa the political will to implement the relevaat Security
Council resolutions. It rtill refuses t0 withdraw its troops from Kuwait. In the
mean time, several countries are continuing their massive military build-up in the
region, and the danger of war 4s increasing rapidly.

Although its momeatum has weakened, the international arms race has mot come
toe halt. Multilateral disarmament has NOt proceeded as was expected, and the
process Of disarmament is still being obstructed by the tendency {O shift
disarmament responsibility and { O alter disarmament targets. The task of
disarmament coatinues to be arduous.

The growth of the «[JJ@> @ acaomy and of world trade has continued to slow
down. At the same time, long-latent faotora of iastability have increased, In
particular, the ® CONOMIC situation Of the Geveloping countries continues to
deteriorate, and serious ® conomic-development imbalances between developed
countries and developing countries, as well as the ever-growing polarisation
between North and South, hamper the sustained and stable development the world

coaomy and, imcreasingly, aonatituto a key factor of daisturbance that threatens

wor | d peaceand @  oaurity.
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The development of the world situation over the past year has shown that the
relaxation batweea the United States and t he Sovi et Uniom end between the two big
military alliances alome i S aot aufficieat to ensure a |l asting amd universal
Peace. There Still| exist mamy factors of imstability im our world today. Atthis
crucial juncture When the old worl d pattermis being replaced by a new one, the
need has becone all the nere urgent forthe establishment of genuinely fair,
reasonablc an& aew Political end econom c order so as to ensure a solid foundation
for a sew global pattera of peace amd Security.

In the present situation ofrapid changes, the first question people should
answer | S thiS: what kind of New political or & should be established 60 that
international peace and Security cam be preserved?

Post-wax hi St Oory hasshownm t hat supar-Powerscannot dominate the world,
neither can a fewbi g and ri ch Powers manipulate world affairs. Za the end an
order based on military might, power politics, and threat or the use of force
cannot be reliable. The bullying ofthe weak and smal| by the strong and powerful,
and the trampling on the sovereignty ofother8 can only cause conflicts and
endanger regional and worldpeace and security. Such mal practice8 nmght succeed
forawhile, but wentuelly they will inevitably turn to the opposite of their
i ntended Airection and end in failure under the joint oppositioa ofthe people of
t he world,

What are endowed with geruine vitality arethe five principlesof mutual
respect for each oxher’s sovereignty end territorial integrity, mutual
non-aggres: iom, non-interferencein each othersinternal affairs, equality and
mutual benefit, and peaceful coexi ateace, becéuse thaese principlesconform t 0 { he
fundamental i nterests ofall countries and of the entire human race. Not oaly
woul d a new international political or& baaed on these principles be 4a line with

the basic noems Of international relations and the purposes and principles of the
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United Nations Charter; it Woul d also meet the needs of the time and the ardent
® rpiration8 of the people of all countries. We are Of the view that such a new
political order should include the following points: each country is entitled to
choose it8 own political, economic and social system in accordance with its own
national coaditions; all countries, and ® rpeaially the big Powers, must strictly
abide by the principle Of non-iaterferenoo in the internal affairs of other
countriess all couatriea should respect one anothor, 8cek common ground while
putting aside their differences, live together in amity, treat eaoh other as equals
and carry on mutually bemeficial oo-operation, international disputes should be
settled on a fair basis through peaceful meams without resorting to threat or the
use of forcer and all countries, big or small, strong or weak, are entitled to take
part in the discussion and management Of world affairs om am equal footing, It is
in keeping with those primeiples that China has firmly opposed the lIragi invasion
and occupuu.on' of Kuwait and made aetive efforts for a peaceful solution to the
present grave Gulf crisis.

A8 a country in the Asia-sscific region, China attaahea greamt importance te
the region's security, stability, peace and development. We hope that the
cou:tries that possess the largest military arsenals ia the world will take the
same practical and effective disarmament measures as have been taken elsewhere and
stop their arms race im that region and work for the fair and reasonable settlement
~f regional conflicts and the ‘removal of hot spots. Meanwhile, other oountriea of
that region should also practiss restraint aad refrain from seeking armaments
beyond their legitimate defence needs. 1lm order to enhance peace and security in
the Asia-Pacific region, efforts should be made starting from concrete issues to
remove regional hot spots, properly handle bilateral relations om the basis of tae

five principles of peaceful coexistence, settle disputes through peaceful means and
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pronote dial ogue amd contact. Countries concerned should, first and forenost,
advance bilateral dialogue and consultation and take practical measures to increase
mutual trust, reduce tension and elimnate conflicts, and then, building on that
basis. establish and devel op regional security arrangementsstep bystep. That way
is better suited to conditions in the Asia-Pacific region. For many years, and
vith this approach, China has nmade joint efforts with ot her Asia-Pacific
countries. Meanwhile We are also villing to give positive consideration to all
views and proposal s which are conducive to inproving the environment for peace and
security in the Asia-Pacific region.

In order to maintain world peace and security, in addition toseeking the fair
and reasonabl e settlement of regional conflicts and the removal of regi onal hot
spots, the international commnity should continue its efforts to elimnate
mlitary and non-mlitary threats to world peace and security.

In elimnating the mlitary threat. efforts should be nmade to accelerate the
disarmament process and check the arms race. |n this regard we wel cone the initial
di sarmanent action8 taken by the United States and the Soviet Union as well as the
progress in European conventional disarmament. Atthe sane tine, it should be
pointed outthat the world armament situation has not undergone fundanental
changes: the tvo super-Powers still possess the |argest nuclear, conventional and
chemcal arsenals in the world. They shoul d, as a matter of course, conti nue to
make efforts, earnestly fulfil their special disarmament obligations,carryout
serious negotiations. take the lead in disarnsmeat actions and reach, at an early
date, agreements which will facilitate the maintenance of world peace and security
without prejudice to the security interests of othercountries and regions. Their
troops, thus cut, should be disbanded and portions of armaments reduced shoul d be

destroyed. Nome of t hem shoul d be shifted to, orredeployed in. other regions. We

S S L TR A R L
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also hope that the States participating in negotiations on European conventional
di sarmanent will continue to make progress towards the real ksation of their agreed
objectived at am early date.

Ineliminating the non-mlitary threat to world peace and security, the keyis
t he est abl i shnent of am international econom c order. Peace and security are
i nsepar abl e from devel opnment. Wthout overcomng the difficulties faced by the
devel opiag countries in such fields as debt, trade, financial resources, money and
credit, without changing the extrenmely vulnerable and weak status of the devel oping
countries in the world econony, and w thout renoving poverty and backwardness from
the globe, it will be inpossible to elimnate turbul ence and instability in the
world, and world peace and security will inevitably be adversely affected. At this
historic moment when the world situation i s witnessing fundamental changes and a
new gl obal pattern is taking shape, the international commumity mustearnest|y
consi der hov to e;t ablish, step by step. a new and fair international econonic
orderwith a viewt O fundamentally changing t he vul nersbl e amd di smal statw of the
developing countries so as to enabl e them to restore as SOON as possible their
growt h and development, and narrowing t he gap betveen the Nerth and the South, thus

strengtheningworld peace, Security and devel opnent.
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W are glad to note that over the past year the United Nations has continued
its active role im maintaining world peace and security and settling sone urgent
probl ems confronting mankind. This world Organisation has also madetireless
efforts and achi eved commendable results in pronoting regional peace processes and
the political settlement of regional conflicts. |In the present critical and
conplex world situation the international commnity expects to see a further
strengthening of the role ofthe United Nations. W hold that in order to
guarantee world peace and security all countries, and the five permanent members of
the Security Council in particular, should abide by the purposes and principles of
the Charter, and handle State-to-State relations in strict accordance with the Five
Principles of Peaceful Co-existence. Together with all other Member States, China
iswlling to fulfil its obligations and strive for the strengthening ofthe United
Nations role in maintaining world peace and security and forthe establishnent of
fair, reasonable and new international political and econom c orders.

Mr.KOTEVSK] ( Yugosl avia): | shall confine ny delegation's statement to
t he question oft he Mediterranean and the strengthening of security and
co-operation in this regiom, Which is of exceptional inportance for Yugosl avia
Situated along the northern coast of the Adriatic, Yugoslavia depends onthe
Mediterranean for its outlet into the larger world, and is therefore very
interested in having this region of ancient and modern routes, cultures and
civilizations beconme an area of peace and co-operation

On the basis of this interest, Yugoslavia is a staunch supporter of equitable
and conprehensi ve co-operation and dialogue Wi th all Mediterranean countries, as
well as with other factors outside this region, to bring about easing of tensions
peaceful solutions to crisesin some parts of the Mediterranean and the
strengthening of security, confidence and co-operation between its peoples and

countries.
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In that context, we believe that the positive changes i n internaticnal
relations and new trends in Burope will be reflected in a positive way on the
Mediterranean as well. There is n 0 denying that broader processes, like those in
Rurope, and developments in the Mediterranean are very closely coanected and that
they l_nﬂuuao one another. This s particularly true of the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe (CS8CE) process, which has takem firm root in
Rurope as it rededicates itself (0O the pursuit Of universal interests Of mankind as
the basis Of gemeral progress. Yugoslavia has been an active participant i N this
process ever since its begimning, and we welcome all ® ffortr, Buropean or regional,
conducive t0 the further streangtheaning Of t he process oOf security, co-operation and
confidence in the Mediterranean region,

In this context, we consider the mooting im Palma do Majorca, which, apart
from all States participating in the CSBCE, was attended by non-participating
Mediterranean 'couz.wuu, as very useful and conducive { O the strengthening of
confidence, ao-operation and security in the reglon. Along there lines also is the
initiative Of Itsly and Spaiu on the convening of a conference On security and
co-operation in the Mediterrcnean, inspiredbythe® XIOOOX! MO oftheCSCEprocess.
wvhich is also supported by some other Western European Mediterransan countries. |In
the opinion Of my delegation, it provides a useful link between the processes in
Burope and the current needs Of the Mediterranean. Bearing that in mind, we trust
that the Msditerronean reflects in the best possible way the degree Of Europe's
openness towards the world and its readiness for dialogue and co-operation with
son-Buropean couatries .

A further contribution to the strengtheaning of co-operation and security in

the Mesditerranean is provided by various forma of subregional relations between
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Mediterranean States, such as Black Sea co-operation, the Maghreb and Adriatic
initiatives, Balkan co-operation and the co-operation of Western countries of the
Medi t er r anean.

| wish to make particular mention of the activities of the Mediterranean
non-aligned countries and their contribution to the strengthening of co-operation
end security in the region. Last June they held their Third Mnisterial Conference
in Algiers, and in the Declaration resulting fromit they reiterated their firm
bel i ef that

"security and co-operation im the Mediterranean and in Europe are closely

linked end i nt erdependent ** (As745/357, annex | . para. 1)
and that

"an open and suatained dial ogue a8 wel| as an intensive co-operatioa woul d

increase nutual understanding and trust, thus pronoting stability, security

and peace in the region." (jbid.. para, 4 (a))
The Algiers Declaration reflects the clearly eapreaaed interest of these countries
in the broadest possible co-operation with Europe, aswel|l as an added inpul se to
the link between Europe and Rerth Africa.

On that occasion the non-aligned countries ofthe Mediterranean supported the
convening of the conference on security and co-operation in the Mediterranean.
Al 't hough convinced that the problens of this region and the devel opment of the
process of co-operation cannot ba solved without participation bylittoral States,
the non-aligned countries expressed their readiness to act jointly wth other
countries outside the region that have obvious interests in it andthat therefore
shoul d participate &4a pronoting that process,

Despite all the positive processes, crises and conflicts have not bypassed the

Mediterranean. The devel opnents in the Near and M ddl e Bast have once againthrown
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into focus the Middle Bast problem, at the core of which 48 the problem of
Palestine, the rcot cause Of all other problema, whether political, ecomomic or
humanitarian. Addi ti on81 offortr are needsd te¢ bring about a peaceful solution t0
this orisis. We believe that the Mediterranean concept is one Of the avenues worth
uploglng. With it in place, ® +O0OEO0O oOf the need tO address this long-standing
problem in all its complexity Woul d certainly iacrease.

Mother problem in the area that gives us much reasom for comcera is the lack
of progress towards a ® olution of the Cyprus orisis, despite the
Secretary-General's @ ffortr, We sincerely hope, however, that the ONgoi Ng changer
in international relations will facilitate the search fOr solutioms tO this and
other orises and conflicts i N the region.

Let me pOi Nt out that, ia addition to the region‘'s political and security
significance, itS economic aspect i3 8180 very important. There is every reason to
belisve that it will only increase after 1992 with the ® rtablirhnmoat of a single
market in Europa, 8ince several countries Of the Buropean Community are
Mediterranean, and maintain fruitful co-operation and diversified relations with
other Mediterranean non-Community States, My delegation is Of the opinion that ever
greater atteation rhould be devoted to promoting co-operation and relatioas between
them i N the days tOcome. This is all the more important if we want to address the
incressing problems Of the economic development Of some Of the countries in the
region, which is lagging behihd that in Burope, & tread that is not 1likely to be
reversed i f | Of t unattended,

Bavironment in the Mediterranean rhould also be a matter of urgent concern.
The Mediterranean 1s one of the most polluted seas and to cleam it collective

efforts will be needed, and not by Mediterranean countries alone.
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In conclusion, | should like to stress, the belief of ny delegation that events
inthe Mediterranean will lead to the realiaation of a new concept of security and
co-operation, baaed on the equality of all its States, amd will reflect positively
on (evel opnents el sewhere in the world as well.

The CHAIRMAN. | now call on the Under-Secretary-General for Political
and Security Council Affairs, M. Vasiliy Safronchuk.

M . SAFRONCHUK (Under-Secretary-Ceneral for Political and Security
Council Affairs): | should like firstto express nmy sincere appreciation for being

given the opportunity to address the Committee on the itens related to
internationalsecurity.

This year the FirstCommttee's workis unfolding ina changed gl obal
political landscape, which creates nore favourable grouud for approaching security

Issues with a new perspective.
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The transition from confrontation to dialogue, ao-operation amd partnership,
the revolutionary changes in Central and EBastern Europe and the 8oviet Union, the
newly ® O OY%M L2 stageinBurope'sintegration aur ef | oat ed in the receat decisions
taken at the summit Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) in
Paris, the slowing down Of the arms race and the progress achieved in the
disarmament area, and the resolution Of some regional conflicts have been cited
here as accomplishments that signalled the end of the cold war and the beginning of
the new port-aonfrontational era. The United Nations entered this era as the
central vital mechanism of concerted international actionm.

Many members of the Committee, however, have ® mphaeiaod that the present
international situation did Nnot become an irreversible trend and that its benefits
were not automatic, since some faatorr still threatened the security of nations,
This was confirmed by the recent eveats in the Gulf. The swift, prompt and united
action taken by the Seaurity Council to resolve this erisis by political means was
highly praised by Member States as a vivid demonstration of the gr owi ng role of the
United Natioms in the modern world,

Many deleqgationr have emphasized the need for renewed political will and for
long-term thinking that is not overwhelmed by old perceptions and habits in the
process of shaping the new concept of seecurity. In this regard, it was repeatedly
underscored that a broad concept Of security encumpassing all its aspects, which
has begun to emerge a8 a rerult of the end of the cold war, war necessary if the
new opportunities were to be realized. Members observed that a concerted response
to the challenger posed by the need for more equitable economic relations, the
protection of the environment and efforts to address the world‘'s social and
humani tar ian problems, together with the continued reduction of the level of

armaments and armed forces, constituted vital imperative8 of the new system Of
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security. The collective security framework ofthe United Nations set forth inits
Charter was seen as the fundamental ingredient in the overall efforts of States in
shaping their security needs in the present environnent.

These chal | enges and concerns are confronting this Conmttee now, when it is
considering issues ofinternational security. As nenbers are fully aware, this
year the Committee has on its agenda five itens relating to international
security. One of them- namely, "Inplenentation of the Declaration of the Indian
Ccean as a Zone of Peace'* - has al ready been considered and action has been taken
upon it. W hope that consideration of the itementitled "Question of Antarctica**
will be conpleted on Wednesday. | wish to takethis opportunity to highlight the
constructive attitude displayed by the nembers of this Committee in addressing
these important issues, thus responding to the new requirements at this tine for
di al ogue and under st andi ng.

Another item for consideration is "Strengthening of security and co-operation
in the Mediterranean region*, an inportant issue that has remained on the agenda
since the thirty-sixth session in 1981. Pursuant to resolution 44s125, adopted at
the | ast session, the Secretary-Ceneral has subnmitted his report, contained in
docunment A/45/713. It contains ideas amd suggestions from Menber States and
international organizations with regard to their potential contribution to
strengtheninc Peace, security and co-operation in that region. Insone replies it
was stressed that the outbreak ofthe crisis in the Qulf denonstrated that the
settlenment of potential disputes in the Mediterranean amd adjacent regions was a
priority for the international comunity.

| anticipate that tho consideration of this itemwll take place in the |ight
of the present reality in the world and im the region. | would liketo mention

that two inportant meetings odirect relevance to the security of t he
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Mediterranean region took place in the course of this year, The Algiers meeting of
the non-aligned countries of that region and the meeting at Palma de Mallorca of
the countries of the region participating in the CSCE process. Important decisions
were taken at both meetings, and it goes without saying that their outcome would
help our endeavours to bring into new focus the preoccupation of States regarding
this region with the aim of finding solutions to the complex issues in the
Mediterranean area, including the Middle East. Undoubtedly, the new, positive
changes ocecurring in Europe would have a salutary effect on the Mediterranean
region as well. Accordingly, | hope that your deliberations will contribute to the
stability and security of this zone, where there are many opportunities for
co-operation in many fields.

Another issue the First Committee has dealt with for quite a considerable
time - since 1969 to be exact - is the item entitled “Review of the implementation
of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security”. It will be
recalled that at the forty-fourth session the General Assembly, in keeping with its
previous practice, invited Member States to submit their views and comments on the
question of the implementation of the Declaration. Consequently, a report of the
Secretary-General, contained in document A/45/516 and Add.l, was submitted for your
consideration. You will observe that Member States emphasized the renewed
significance of this Declaration in the context of the post-confrontation era that
is now evolving.

Finally, another item that the Committee will consider this year is item 70,
entitled “Implementation of the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for
Life in Peace”. A report of the Secretary-General on this issue, contained in
document A/45/575, contains the replies of 10 Member States and two organizations

of the United Nations system on the implementation of the Declaration, which was
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adopt ed by the General Assenbly in 1978. From the comments nade by Member States
on this matter, it is evident that a healthy trend is enmerging in manycountries
towards strengthening the process of democratization, dialogue and co-operation in
resolving pending problenms. Such an effort was seen as consciously pronoted

t hrough education, and the protection and promotion of human rights and fundament al
freedons. The rule of |aw and the preval ence of tolerance and social equality were
recogni zed as essential ingredients for life in peace. The denocratization of
societies was considered an inportant faztor in enabling ordinary citizens to play
an inportant role in promoting peace. The revitalization of the United Nations as
the central peace-naking forumwas regarded as an increasingly sought-after
objective by all States regardless of their size or power. The report of the
Secretary-CGeneral also provides a summary ¢% rel evant activities of the United

Nations and of someofits specialized agemcies in this field.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE




JVM/16 A/C.1/745/PV.44
56

(Mr, Safronghuk)

Tho building of peace and creation Of conditions of stability in today's world
requires innovative responses tO security challenges of a radically different
nature from those encountered in the part. This appears to be the main objective
of this session and Of the 2uture activities of the First Committee. The results
that will be recorded of its deliberations will largely depend on how Member States
will be able. for all their diverse and at times contradictory interests, to show
Political will and a new thinking pertaining to the vital need for security of all
countries, Obviously, there are many difficult and complex matters to be resolved
in the area of international security, but with realism and pragmatism, solutions
can be found in conformity with and in the spirit of the new challenges of the
p-esent wor 14.

The te:imination of the cold war offers many opportunities to build a more
peaceful world. |t appears important that serious thought be given to the question
wvhether the rcle and functions of the United Nations in maintaining peace and
reaurity are fully suited to the evolving international order. The Department of
Political and Security Council Atgfairs would, if Member States £o wish, stand ready
and lead any assistance that might be required by the Committee in the
implemeatation of its decisions regarding the achievement of a mote secure world.

At this turning point in history, it is essential that £ull use be made by the
international community of existing opportunities in fulfilling the obligations set
out in the Charter.

ORGANIZATION OF */ORK

The CHAIRMAK: | wish O remind members that, in conformity with the
Committee' s programme Of work and timetable, the deadline for the submission of
draft resolutions under agenda items 68, 69 and 70 is Tuesday, 27 November, at

6 p.m. | urga delegations to co-operate by observing that deadline.
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| would also like to remnd delegations that the |ist of speakers for the
general debate on international security agenda itens will be closed today at
6 ppm In order to make full use of the timeal | ocated forthe consideration of
those itens, | request membersto put their nanes on the |ist of speakers assoon
as possible
| have been informed that the test of draft resolution as¢.1/745/L.64/Rev.1

will be available in the delegation's distribution booth after 3 p.m today.




