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Ih 1N |l rder 10. 4
ACENDA | TEMS 45 TO 66 AND 155 (continued)

CONSI DERATI ON OF AND ACTI ON ON ALL DISARMAMENT AGENDA | TEMS

The CHAIRMAN: | call on the representative of Sweden, who will introduce
the draft decision in document AsC.1/45/L.8.

Ms. THEORIN (Sweden): | have asked to speak on sub-item (i), "Nava
armamrents and di sarmanent”, of agenda item 56, entitled "General and conplete
di sar manent".

My del egation has for many years followed devel opments in the naval field very
closely. In the United Nations context, Sweden initially proposed, and
subsequently took part in, the study on the naval arms race, which was submtted to
the General Assenbly in 1985. The Swedish del egation has also taken a keen
interest in the consideration of naval arnmanments and di sarnmanment in the United
Nati ons Di sarmanent Comm ssion, where the matter has been on the agenda for five
consecutive substantive sessions.

Wil e the D sarmament Conmmi ssion has now concluded its consideration of the
item my Governnent would see nerit in retaining it on the agenda of the Genera
Assenbly in the comng years. M delegation has therefore subnitted the draft
decision in document AsC.1/45/L.8, whereby an itementitled "General and conplete
disarmanent:  Naval armanents and disarmanent” would be included in the draft
agenda of the forty-sixth session of the General Assenbly. we commend the draft
decision for adoption without a vote.

| take this opportunity to draw attention to the fact that, as requested, a
menor andum under the item "CGeneral and conplete disarnmament”, entitled "Nava
armanents and disarmament:  Menmorandum by Sweden*', has just been circulated within
the Cormittee. The nenmorandumis annexed to document A/sC.1/45/8. Let ne now

merely mention a few of its highlights.
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Mre than every fourth nuclear warhead, all in all approxinmately 15,000, is
considered to be earmarked for deployment at sea. It is estimated that operationa
nucl ear-capabl e platforms nunber approxinmately 3,500: some 350 surface vessels,
400 subnarines and 2,750 aircraft.

The matter of naval nuclear weapons has global ramfications. This is why ny
del egation holds that it should be duly considered by the international comunity
and, to begin with, would like to see it included in the agenda of the next session
of the Ceneral Assenbly.

Approxi mately one third, or about 5,000, of all sea-based nucl ear weapons can
be estinmated to belong to the category “"substrategic®™, conprising a variety of
nucl ear weapons intended for targets at sea, as well as nuclear-arned cruise
m ssiles and ot her nucl ear weapons intended for attacks against targets onland.

The great nunber of substrategic nucl ear weapons on board warships is a cause
of grave concern, which is accentuated by the policy pursued by nucl ear-weapon
States neither to confirmnor to deny the presence or absence of nucl ear weapons on
board any particular ship at any particular time. This practice has caused
profound public concern in many countries, especially when warships froma
nucl ear-weapon State, claimng innocent passage, pass #rough the territoria
wat ers of these countries, or when they call at their ports. The policy neither to
confirm norto deny does not build confidence between States; instead, it
underm nes confidence. Watever its raison d' etre mayhave been in the past, this
practice is an anachronism it is not only outdated, it iS dangerous and should be
abandoned.

Sweden whol e-heartedly wel comed the achi evenent of the 1987 Treaty on the

El i mination of Internediate-Range and Shorter-Range Mssiles (INF Treaty), which



AW/cbe A/C.1/45/PV,.31
4

(Ms._Theorin, Sweden)
provided for the conplete elimnation of |and-based internediate-range nucl ear
mssiles, so that now approximately two thirds of these missiles have actually been
destroyed.

My Government al so wel comes recent progress in the bilateral Soviet-American
negotiations on reductions of strategic nuclear weapons, be they | and-based,
airborne, or sea-based. W further note with satisfaction the proposal for new
Sovi et - Aneri can negotiations on reductions of shorter-range nucl ear-weapon systens.

The fact remains, however, that substrategic naval w.aclear weapons have yet to
be properly addressed in disarmanent negotiations. Sea-based nuclear weapons
intended for targets on |and pose special problens in relation to agreenents
involving | and andsor air forces. Such agreenents nust not be circunvented by
conpensatory depl oynents at sea

Sweden calls upon all States to take unilateral measures and/or to initiate
negotiations to ban all nuclear weapons on all ships and submarines other than
those classes specifically designated by agreement, as an interim measure in
anticipation of the conplete denuclearisation of naval forces. Al sea-launched
cruise nissiles with nuclear warheads should in this context be conpletely banned.

Such measures woul d conformw th the express agreenent between the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America to conduct bilatera
negotiations which ultimately "should lead to the conplete elimnation of nuclear
arms everywhere"

Sweden now proposes negotiations, bilaterally or multilaterally, onthe
prohi bition of non-strategi c nuclear weapons at sea.

The CHAIRMAN: | call on the representative of Brazil, who will introduce

draft resolution A/C.1/45/L,54,
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M_.__araugo CASTRO (Brazil) (interpretation from Spanish): The Brazilian
del egation has the honour of introducing draft resol uti on asC.1/45/L.54, entitled
“United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, United Nations
Regionai Centre for Peace and Disarmanent in asaand the Pacific, and United
Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmanent and Devel opnent in Latin America and
the Caribbean". It is sponsored by Tunisia on behalf ofthe G oup of African
States, by Brazil on behalf of the Goup of Latin American and Caribbean States,
and by chima, |ndonesia, the Islamc Republic of Iran, the Lao People's Denocratic
Republic, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Papua New uinea, the Philippines, Singapore,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Viet Nam and Yemen.

The draft resolution is designed prinmarily to strengthen the inportant role of
the regional centres ia the attainnent of the objectives of the Wrld Disarmament
Campaign.

The dramatic changes which have occurred in the international arena have
highlighted t he val ue of dial ogue, understandi ng and co-operation as essenti al
instruments in relations among States. Itis precisely this spirit that for some

time now has inspired the pronoters of the aetivities of the regional centres
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Their work constitutes an inportant element in promoting initiatives and proposels
for confidence-building measures and nutual co-operation among the States of each
region. The regional centres have thus becone promoters of international peace and
security by nmeans of specific action at the regional level. The work of these
bodi es, which pronote understanding and a narrowi ng of differences and open and
frank discussion and which stinulate the conmtnent to peace of the States of the
region, in itself deserves our gratitude.

This draft resolution contains, in the first preanibular paragraph, a reference
to the mandates conferred by the General Assenbly on each of the regional centres.
Similarly, in the preanble to the draft resolution, the General Assenbly woul d
express gratitude for the financial assistance received by the centres from States
Members of this Organisation and also the contributions to their trust funds made
by various international governmental and non-governmental organisations.

Furthernore, in the sixth presnbul ar paragraph, reference is made to recent
activities ofthe centres, which have been characterised by broad co-operation on
the part of all the participants in the semnars, conferences and discussions that
have beem held, highlighting the clear conmtnent of the States of each region to
identify sol utions for the problens affecting their respective regions.

In the preanble the General Assembly woul d al so take note with appreciation of
the report of the Secretary-General on the inplenentation of General Assenbly
resol ution 447117 #. Inthis regard, it is aparticular pleasure to recognise the
enthusiastic support of the Secretary-Ceneral for the wokof the centres
particularly through the appointment this year of the Director of the Regiona
Centre in Lomé and the arrangementa made f or the appoi ntnent of Directors of the

Centres in Lima and Kathmandu i n the near future. W are sure that these neasures
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will constitute an inportant factorin the efficiency with which the centres wll
carry out their future activities.

Wth regard to twe operative part of the draft resolution, in paragraph 1
encouragenent is given to the regional centregto continue to play their inportant
role, by means of activities which have the nutual agreementand interest of the
States of each region, within the broader context of the Wrld D sarmanent Canpaign

In paragraph 2 the Secretary-CGeneral IS commended for his firm support of al
the centres, and he is requestedto continue his effortsto pursue the £al1
i npl ement ation of the previsions of resol ution 447117 F.

Paragraph 3 contains an appeal to Member States and also to internationa
governnental and non-governnental organisations to continue to contribute to the
trust funds of all the regional eentres and thus to ensure the efficient
functioning Of those institutions.

As wi || be seen froma reading of the draft we are presenting to the Committee
t oday, this text, sponsored by the Group of African St at en and the Group of Latin
Armerican and Caribbean States andby an inpressive number of Asian States, should
naturally command a consemsus, and therefore we hope that it wll be adopted
without a Vot e,

The cahirMA: the representative of HBungary, who will
i ntroduce draft resol ution asc.1/45/L.38.

On. Zog (Héngaeg): t he del egations of Australia, Austria,
the Byelorussian SSR, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Cer many, Hungary, Iran, the
Netherlands, Sweden and the Kkrai ni an 88R, | have the honour to introduce draft

resol ution asc.1745/L.38, untitled "Prohibition ofattacks on nuclear facilities",
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The list of sponsors clearly indicates that the issue of the prohibition of
attacks on nuclear facilities andthe resulting massive rel ease of radioactivity is
a continuous source of concern forcountries of different regions, of different
sise and with differing population density. They commonly share the belief that
the issae Ofa ban on attackson Certain nuclear facilities i s an independent
problem requiring an autonomous nethod of searching for solutions. In recent
years nunerous resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and the General
Conference Of the Internmatiomal Atom c Energy Agemcy, as welas docunents of the
Third and Fourth Review Conferences Of the States Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons, have addressed the problem

The present draft resolution is submtted in the hop8 that the question asked
more and more frequently about the issue i s not whether there i S aneed forsuch a
prohibition but how it can be achieved. Thedraft sets this forth in a noderate
and reasonabl e manner and triesto Offer a way out of theexisting inpasse.

Up to now no substantial progress has been achieved, in nultilateral
disarmament negotiations, on the issue of the prohibition of attackson nucl ear
facilities. Through long years of debate the Conference on Disarnmanment has not
been able to wokout more than a fragile frsmework of a convention, with no
progress on the basi c substantial problems. The parallel handling of both the
question Of radiol ogical weapons in the traditional sense and the issue of the
prohi bition of attacks on nuclear facilities proved to be unsuccessf ul

Some recent positive devel opments, however, raise our expectations t hat
prospects for a prohibition ofattacks on nuclear facilities m ght bechangi ng
favourably. East-West confromtationisfadingaway qui ckly, givingway toa new
formof partnership and co-operation., The Convention on Early Notification ofa

Buclear Accident and the Convention on Assistance i n the Case ofa Nucl ear Accident
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or Radi ol ogi cal Emergency are anpl e proofs of the growingrecognition of the
extreme dangers posed by majorrel eases of radioactive material. In thefield O
di sarmanent, the Treaty on the Elimnation of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range
Mssiles and the strategic arms reduction negotiations are politically inportant
steps that hold out promsing prospects. Wth an agreement on conventional armed
forces in Europe soon in place and negotiations on tactical nuclear weapons in
sight. the raison d-étre for keeping sone dreadful mlitary options still open is
fast vanishing. It is no mereaccident, but a reflection of these positive trends,
that the gquestion Of the prohibition of attacks onnuclear facilities has been
dealt with in a forward-looking manner at the review conferences on the
non-proliferation Treaty.

The draft resolution that is now preseated bui |l ds upon the rel evant
achi evenent s of the Fourth Revi ew Conference Of the Parties tethe Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. Participants in the Conference reiterated
that parties are both entitled to enjoy and obliged to respect the right to the
peaceful use of nuclear energy. This provision and the responsibilities of the
nucl ear -weapon States towards those countries which have undertaken not to devel op
naclear Weapons inply the unhanpered functioning of safeguarded nuclear facilities
as well. Many delegations shared t he view that providi ng such assurances t 0 the
States parties woul d strengthen t he régimeitself and makeit nore attractive for
States not yet parties to that arrangenent.

Despite the lack of agreement on a final declaration, the Conference witnessed
an intensive debate on that issue. The general approach of the participating
States Was fairly receptive, which indicates the possibility of further progress.
The draftoft he final document addressed the issue in a forward-oriented and

constructive manner, inter alia, by inviting the participants toconsiderthe idea
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of a separate diplomatic conference in order to strengthen the existing regulations
ofi nternational humanitarian law. It is worth recalling that there has been a
consensus in favour ofthis part of the draft, a fact regarded by many as a
significant development. W should like to preserve that consensus and nake key

elements of it nore and more acceptable to countries which happened to be outside

the framework ofthe Conference.
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On behal f of the sponsors let me express once again our commtnent to the
I ssue ofthe protection of nuclear facilities and reiterate the conviction that in
the present circunstances the early solution of this question is both necessary and
possible. W believe that the idea of an autononous diplonatic conference,
conbined with such inportant steps as bilateral and nultilatera
confidence-buil ding neasures and the review of mlitary policies should be given a
chance to prove its tineliness. W also believe that a thorough consideration of
this idea will open up hopeful prospects for finding appropriate solutions to the
probl em of prohibiting attacks on nuclear facilities which could |ead to massive
destruction because of the release of radioactivity.

The CHAIRMAN: | call on the representative of China to introduce draft
resol utions as¢.1745/L.6 and L. 7.
Mr., HOU Zhitong (China) (interpretation fromChinese): T wish to

introduce to the First Commttee two draft resolutions submtted by the Chinese
del egation - nanely, draft resol ution asc.1s45/L.7, under agenda item56 (e),
concerning nucl ear disarmanent: and draft resol ution Asc.1/45/L.6, under agenda
item 56 (&), concerning conventional disarmament.

According to resolutions of the General Assenbly and its special sessions cm
di sarmanent, while general and conplete disarmament is the fundamental target of
the international comunity, nuclear disarmanent enjoys priority on the disarnmanent
agenda, and conventional disarnmament is also an inportant task in the field of
disarmament. This is affirned and enphasi zed once again in the draft Declaration
of the 1999s as the Third D sarmanent Decade, which was fornulated by the United
Nations Disarmament Conmission this yearand Will soon be adopted by the current
session of the General Assenbly.

The Governnent of China has a1l along pursued an independent foreign policy of

peace and has nade, together with other menbers of the international conmunity,
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unswerving efforts to seek general and conpl ete disarnmament and safeguard
international peace and security. In order to promote the realizatiom of nuclear
and conventional disarmanent, China has for four years running submtted draft

resol utions concerning nuclear and conventional disarmanent, which have been
adopted by consensus by the General Assenbly, thus reflecting the common aspiration
of the international community on these two major issues. On behalf of the Chinese
del egation, | wish to take this opportunity to express once again our sincere
thanks to all other delegations for their support, co-operation and joint
endeavours over the years.

At present the world is undergoing profound and trenmendous changes and is
faced with new chal | enges and opportunities. Since the last session of the Genera
Assenbly, and thanks to bilateral, regional and gl obal endeavours, further progress
has been made or is being made in the fields of nuclear and conventiona
disarmanent. This IS mostwel come. Atthe sane tine, we should be aware of the
fact that the world today is not tranquil and the arns race is far from being
checked. In the field of disarmanent, inportant tasks have yet to be fulfilled and
the international conmmunity still has a long way to ge. All this requires
unrenmitting efforts and further contributions by all Menber States. As is
correctly pointed out in the draft Declaration of the 1990s as the Third
Di sarmanent Decade, in the new decade

»In the nuclear field, we mustecomntinue urgently to seek early reductions in,

and the eventual elinination of, nuclear weapons" (A/45/42. para. 35, quoting
para. 10. 4)

an3
“In the conmventional field, we nust seekreductions inarmsand « ned forces
inall areas of the world and, in particular, where |evels of concentrations

of armaments are highest." (ibid.)
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Therefore, this year China has decided to submt once again two draft resolutions
concerning nuclear and conventional disarmanment respectively. W sincerely hope
in concerted efforts with all other Menber States and building upon what has been
achieved, to try to maintain and further enhance the positive trend of disarnmanment
and strive for more and greater progress.

In order to attain this conmon goal, the Chinese del egation has, in an active
and practical nmanner and with a constructive and co-operative attitude, carried out
extensive consultations with various countries. Long before subnitting these two
draft resolutions we had sought the opinions of various parties concerning them
W tried our best to accept all positive and reasonabl e suggestions. This has
hel ped to nmake the content of these two draft resolutions positive and substantial,
as wel |l as balanced and practical, thereby better reflecting the actual progress
and present situation in the field of disarmanent. The two draft resolutions
namel y, docunments A/C.1/45/L.6 and A/C.1/45/L.7, which arebefore representatives,
are the result ofrepeated consultations between China and various parties.

It is clear that these two texts have many neritorious features. For exanple,
both of them have been fornmulated on the basis of, and without substantial changes
in, the two resolutions adopted by consensus at the |ast session of the Genera
Assenbly.  Their purposes and themes are exactly the sane as lart year. Secondly,
the new texts are in conformty with the principled position of the non-aligned
States and the basic contents of the relevant draft resolutions submtted by them
The new drafts endorse the results achieved by the United Nations Di sarnanment
Commi ssion this year and adopt termsused in that Commission's consensus docunents

Furthernore, these draft resclutions give expression to the new changes in
Soviet-United States and East-West relations, and take note ofand wel cone the
further progress made in the bilateral negotiations on reduction of strategic

weapons as well as in the negotiations on conventional disarmanent in Europe. The



GW/7 A/C.1/745/PV,31
14-15

(Mr. Hou Zhjtong., China)
wor di ng ofthe operative part of the draft resol ution onconventional disarmanent
is also inproved

| should like to state that in support of the effortsta reform and
rationalise the work ofthe First Coomttee we shall consider, if circunmstances
permt in the future, staggering these two draft resolutions on a two-year basis

This is reflected in the last operative paragraphs in both texts now before the

Commi ttee.
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Pacts over the past few years have proved that China submits these two draft
resol utions for the purpose of working with the international comunity to pronote
further progress on the two inportant issues of nuclear and conventional
di sarmament with a view to making new contributions to the maintenance of
international peace and security in a joint effort. W hope that our good will and
co-operative spirit will be metwith fuil understanding and a positive response
fromvarious parties and that these two draft resolutions will enjoy continued
support by all delegations this year and be adopted again by consensus by the
Committee at the current session of the General Assenbly so as to denonstrate the
common aspiration and determnation of the international conmunity.

The CHAIRVAN | now call on the representative of Yugoslavia to

introduce draft resol utions AsC.1/45/L.4 and A/C.1/45/L.5.

M . ROTEVSKI (Yugoslavia): It is mygreat pleasure, on behalf of the
nmenbers of the Mvenent of Non-Aigned Countries, to introduce two draft
resol utions, entitled "Relationship between disarnmanent and devel opment™”
(asC.1745/L.4)and ' *Bil ateral nucl ear-arns negotiati ons** (As¢.1/45/L.5).

The proposed draft resolution on the relationship between disarnmanent and
devel opnent (As/C.1/45/L.4) is primarily of a procedural nature. 1Its purpose is to
wel come the report of the Secretary-CGeneral and the actions takenin accordance
with the Final Docunent of the International Conference on the Relationship between
Di sarnanment and Devel opnent and to request the Sdcretary-General to continue to
take action ainmed at inplenenting the action programe adopted at the Conference in
1987.

In the draft resolution the Secretary-General is requested to submt a report
to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session and to include this itemin the

provi sional agenda of the next session.
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The non-aligned countries, om whose behalf | amintroducing this draft
resolution, attach exceptional inportance to this issue, particularly in view of
the current international circunmstances, which provide realistic prospects for
further inplementation of the action programme adopted at the International
Conf er ence. In that context | would like to point out once again that the Heads of
State ox Covernment stressed in the Declaration of the ninth summt of non-aligned
countries in Bel grade that

"The close relationship between di sarmanent and devel opnment nust be seen as a

contribution to the wider efforts to give precedence to econonic devel opnent

over the priorities inposed by the dangerous and irrational race for mlitary

mght". (A 44/551. p. 10. para. 5)

Since this is an issue of exceptional inportance, we earnestly hope that the
Committee will adopt the proposed text wthout a vote.

In introducing the other draft resolution (AsC.1/45/L.5) related to the
bilateral nuclear-arnms negotiations between the Soviet Union and the United States,
| should like to enphasize that this question has been at the centre of the
attention of the non-aligned countries ever since the inception of our Mvenent.
The great inportance we have always attached to it is attested to by the fact that,
as long ago as at their first sunmt Comference in Belgrade in the nowdistant year
of 1961, the non-aligned countries sent their first messages to
Prime M nister Khrushchev and President Kennedy, in which they, inter alia,
requested the Soviet Union and the United States to

"renew their negotiations so as to removethe danger of war im the world and

enabl e manki nd to enbark upon the road of peace".

By the signing, ratification and inplementation ofthe Treaty on the
Elimination Of |nternedi ate-Range and Shorter-Range M ssiles (INF Treaty), and by

other steps they have taken in the field of bilateral disarmanent, the Soviet Union
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and the United States have denonstrated that they have indeed enbarked upcna that
road. Their negotiations on disarmanment should therefore be wel comed and commended.

In the draft resolution we place particular enphasis on the inportance of the
joint statement nade by the Presidents of the Soviet Union and the United States on
1 June 1990, wherein they reiterated their resolve to conclude the START agreenent
as soon as possible. W also enphasise the inportance of the signing and
ratification of the Protocols to the 1974 and 1976 nucl ear-test-ban Treaties.

The draft resolution deals also with the need for reaching new agreenments in
other fields of disarmanment, particularly in connection with a nuclear-test ban and
the prevention of an arns race in outer space.

At the sane time, besides the indisputably positive effects those negotiations
have on the overall process of disarmanent, the non-aligned countries on whose
behal f | am speaking wish at this tine to point out again the inseparable |ink
between bilateral and multilateral negotiations; they should be conplenmentary and
each should pronote the other. In the opinion ofthe non-aligned countries
di sar mament cannot be achieved unless all countries, irrespective oftheir size and
mght, are included in this process.

Bearing this in mnd as well as the aforementioned facts, we call upon the
Soviet Union and the United States, in addition to continuing the process that has
been initiated, to inform other States Members of the United Nations regularly of
all new substantive devel opnents and breakthroughs in the process of bilatera
di sar manent .

In conclusion, | should like to point out that we are continuing intensive
consultations with the group of countries sponsoring draft resolution AsC.1/45/L.35
and other interested delegations. W hope that our further joint efforts will bear

fruit and that we shall be able to agree this yearon a single text, for we believe
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that in the present international circumstances and in view of the conprehensive
changes, the international community ought to have a joint position on such an
important issue as the bilateral nuclear-arms negotiations.

The CHAIRMAN. | call now on the representative of Peru, who wll
i ntroduce draft decision A/C.1/45/L.48.

M. BELLINA (Peru) (interpretation from Spanish): M/ del egation has the
honour of submtting to the First Committee draft decision A/C.1/45/L.48, entitled
"Conventional disarmament on a regional scale"

The international comunity has, we believe, honoured Peru by explicitly
recognizing, On various occasions, my country’s peace-|loving nature, and in
particular Peruvian initiatives to pronote regional disarmanent. These fall within
the purview ofthe deeply held commtment of the countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean to the principles and norns ofthe Charter of the United Nations and the
firmwll of the Latin Americans to elimnate for ever the use or the threat of the
use of force, which disrupts relations between States.

This has been demonstrated by inportant mlestones, such as the Ayacucho
Decl aration of 1974, the Esqui pul as Agreenents, the Acapulco Conmitnent, the
Gal apagos Decl aration, and the Machupi cchu Act of the Presidents of the Andean
countries.

Qur region is not amongthe mostarmed. W can say with pride that in Latin
Anerica and the Caribbean there are no sophisticated instrunents of mass
destruction and death that have brought mankind to the brink of annihilation. CQur
problems are of a different nature.

Hence, it is unacceptable that while we Latin Anmericans are struggling to
provide our peoples with a decent life, powerful weapons of massdestruction are

bei ng devel oped and perfected in other parts of the world, swallow ng up the



JUM/8 A/C.1745/PV.31
20

(M:. Bellina. Peru)

financi al resources necessary to the aevelopment and wel | - bei ng ofal | peoples.
Devel opnent, peace, wel | -bei ng and security are di anetrically opposed to t he
dangerous arns race. Thi6 is a contradiction that knows no 1imits, and it woul d be
an error totry torestrict it to a single region in a closely interdependent world.

That is why we view with deep satistaction the special recognition accorded
recently to the processes of regi onal disarmament. |t is thia recognition #athas
enabl ed my delegation to work closely with the del egation of Belgiumin preparing
t he text t hat ha8 been issued a6 document A/C.1/45/L.44. We believe t hat this

effort restates our goal of greater co-operation and joint activities in the future.
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Similarly, and on the basis of the principles and objectives that have been
nmentioned, ny country i S co-sponsoring the draft resolution contained in docunent
A/C.1/45/L.51. That draft resolution was submtted by the del egation of Pakistan,
a country with which Peru has on nmany occasions had the honour of maki ng comon
cause, particularly in the .ield of regional disarnmanent.

It is in this context that Peru is subnitting the draft decision contained in
docunent AsC.1s45/L.48, which is designed to keep the topic of conventiona
di sarmanment at the regional |evel on the provisional agenda for the next session of
the Ceneral Assenbly. W have taken into consideration the inportant devel opments
that have occurred in this field and the growing possibility of this items being
dealt with at the next session of the Disarmament Commission. This would enable us
to fornulate the relevant docunent on the basis of that progress.

Simlarly, by this draft decision the General Assenbly would wel cone the
report of the Secretary-General containing the views that various States have
expressed on the item and would invite those States that had not yet done so to
convey their viewsto the Secretary-General. It would be veryhelpful to this
Conmittee in its work,as well as to the Disarmament Conmission in the work that it
is doing, if this itemwere included on the agenda for 1991.

My delegation i s convinced of the inportance of the views of 211 Menber States
in this connection as an essential element in the international community's efforts
to give well-balanced and fair consideration to all aspects of conventiona
di sarmanment in the regional process.

As the Conmittee can see, the text that ny delegation is submtting is
procedural in nature. Therefore, Wwe hope that it will be adopted without a vote.

Ve intend next year to assume the same sincere and respectful attitude in working
wi th other delegations on the preparation of a text that will reflect the broadest

possi bl e participation.
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The CHAIRVAN. | now call on the representative of Iraq to introduce the

draft resol ution contained in document As/C.1/45/L.11,

M. MALIK (Irag) (interpretation fromArabic): Under item58 (c) of the
agenda - Prohibition of the devel opnent, production, stockpiling and use of
radi ol ogi cal weapons, it is myprivilege to introduce, on behalf of the delegations
of Jordan, Yenen and Iraq, the draft resolution contained in docunent A/C.1/45/L.11.

Al though man began to identify the dangers of radioactivity, through exposure
to its effects, since the é.scoveryof X-rays - long before the beginning of the
atomi c age in 1938 and the resul tant awareness ofthe phenonenon ofradioactivity -
awar eness of those dangers to man and the environnent increased trenendously with
the rise in radioactivity following the rush to conduct nuclear tests in the
at mosphere in nost parts of the gl obe.

That increasing concern erer the effects e radioactivity on the health of ma=n
and on the safety of the environnent was one of the inportant factors that led to
the prohibition of nuclear testing in the atnosphere.

The efforts of the international community in that respect did not stop at
that. They included the quest, in the context of multilateral negotiations in the
Confer:nce on Disarmament and in the United Nations, to conclude an iaternational
convention to prohibit the devel opment, production, stockpiling and use of
radi ol ogi cal weapons as such weapons are extremely i njurious and non-di scrim natory
instruments of mass destruction.

Those efforts were coupled with the increasing awareness that such a
convention woul d be inconplete if it were notto take into account the prohibition
of mlitary attacks against operational nuclear facilities that contain radioactive
nucl ear materials, as such attacks, inevitably, would cause the release into the

at mosphere of huge amobunts of radioactive material and thus cause a situation that
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woul d be simlar to the consequences of a nuclear war, even if the attack were nade
Wi th conventional weapons.

Sweden has crystallized this international conviction in the proposal
submtted at the Conference on Disarmanent in 1980, in which it called for w dening
of the framework of the Geneva Protocol of 1977, annexed to the Geneva Convention
of 1949, to include tane prohibition of attacks on nuclear facilities, on the
grounds that such attacks would resul: in the release of dangerous naterials.

In the aftermath of the mlitary attack by Israel against the Tammuz reactor
in 1981, the group of experts appointed by the United Nations Secretary-Cenera
presented their report in 1983. In that report they stated the follow ng:

"intentional destruction, by either conventional or nuclear weapons, of

nucl ear power plants and sone other kinds of nuclear installations mght cause

the release into the environment of huge amounts of radioactive material and

mzv result in radi oactive contamination of | arge areas.

“an attack on nuclear facilities could have grave consequences not only
for the State subjected to such an attack, but also for neighbouring States,
since the radioactive material released by an attack mght travel far beyond
the borders of the State attacked." (A 38/337, »n. 32)

The draft resolution contained in document ArsC.1/45/L.11 is very simlar to
that which was adopted by the First Conmittee |ast year. The fact that the same
issue is being put forward again this year isan indication of our serious concern
over the lack of progress at the Conference on Disarnmanment towards the prohibition
of mlitary attacks against nuclear facilities. W hope that this concern will be
reflected in the First Conmittee by adoption of this draft resolution.

Qperative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution reaffirns that armed attacks of

any kind against nuclear facilities are tantamunt to the use of radiologica
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weapons. This is a fact that became crystal clear after the deplorable incident at
Chernobyl. On that occasion, the whole world experienced the transboundary effects
of environmental pollution in varying degrees,
Operative paragraph 2 once again requests the Conference on Disarmament to
intensify further its efforts to conclude at the earliest possible date an

agreement prohibiting armed attacks against nuclear facilities.
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Qperative paragraph 3 requests again the International Atom c Energy Agency to
provi de the Conference on Disarmanent with the technical studies that could
facilitate the conclusion of such an agreenent.

The International Atomc Energy Agency is the body that is technically
qualified to present such studies. It has w de experience and expertise as a
result of the role it has played in following up the different nuclear incidents
that have takenpl ace in numerous parts of the industrialised world. After the
Chernobyl incident it was able to fornulate two international conventions in record
time - that is, the convention on early notification of nuclear accidents and the
convention on the provision of assistance in the case of a nuclear accident or
radi ol ogi cal energency. Therefore, it would be unreasonable not to use such
val uabl e expertise to help the work of the Conference on Di sarnanent.

The cHATIRMAN: | call on the Secretary of the Conmittee.

M. KHERADTI (Secretary of the Committee): | wish to informthe Committee
that the follow ng countries have become sponsors of the follow ng draft
resolutions: AsC.1/45/L.15, Costa Rica; L.46, Singapore; L.49, Costa Rica;

L.51, Turkey and Norway; L.53, Portugal; and L.54, New Zeal and.

The neeting rose at 11.35 am.



