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AGENDAITEMS 45 TO 66 AND 155 (continued)
GENERAL DEBATE ONALL DISARMAMENT AGENDA ITEMS
M. PEREZ VILLANUEVA (Spain) (interpretation from Spanish): Alow ne
first, Sir, to congratulate you on your election to the chairmanship of the First
Commttee. | amsure that under you expert and skilful |eadership we shall make
progress along the tortuous and difficult path of disarmanent.

| should like also'to express ny sincere gratitude to Arbassador Tayl hardat of
Venezuela foOr the nagnificent job he did |ast year.

A few days ago Anbassador Negrotto of[taly made a speech on behal f of the
12 menber States of the European Community: ny del egation of course supports that
speech in its entirety. Nevertheless, | should like to set forth in greater detai
ny Government's position on sone specific issues on our agenda to which we attach
Particul ar inportance.

Over the past few nmonths rapid and drastic changes have been takingpl ace on
Burope’'spol i tical sceme. These are having radical and beneficial effects on
relations between the two great blocs, which have confronted each other ever since
the end of the Second World \War from opposing ideol ogi cal positions, now |eft
behind. The imedi ate consequences ofthis new state of affairs are, first, German
reuni fication, which once nore ny countryacclaims, as it has fromthe first in
other foruns; and, secondly, the appearance on the scene ofa new climte which has
al ready begun to hear fruit in the area of security and di sarnmsneat.

My del egation very much hopes and expects that this new climte will
contribute to accelerating the pace ofour work,enabling us to advance towards a
more secureand stable world in which national security will be achieved through

| oner |evels of force8 and weapons, only those needed to maintain the capability to

ensure adequate defence being retained,
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However, this encouraging outl ook has been over shadowed and threatened by
Irag' s aggression against Kuwait, which constitutes a flagraat viol ation of
international [aw and which the international community and the United Nations have
swiftly, enphatically and energetically condemed.

The United Nations in general andthe First Committee in particular should
play an essential role in the area of nultilateral disarmament and nust therefore
be strengthened to improve their effectiveness. Aslong ago as |ast year ny
del egation asked other delegations to spare no effort in rationalising the work of
the Committee, seeking through flexibility and pragmati smthe consensus needed to
achieve specific results. The United Nations must not mss this historic

opportunityand must play an increasingly inmportant role in the area of disarmanent.
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The political events and changes that have taken place in Europe since |ast
autum are particularly inportant. In this framework the forthcomng Paris summt
of Heads of State or CGovernment of the countries participating in the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) and the signing on that occasion of a
historic treaty on conventional disarmanent in Europe will throw w de open the door
to the twenty-first century, creating a climte of peace, security and co-operation
on the European continent. W hope that sinilar efforts will be made in other
regions of the world as well, thus enabling us to make headway in the building of a
safer and nore peaceful world.

In this area of conventional disarmanment, confidence- and security-building
neasures should play a fundanental role. Therefore Spain, aware of the need to
strengthen the role of the United Nations in this area, believes that all nations
shoul d agree t 0 exchange, at the appropriate time and within the framework of this
Organisation, detailed data on their mlitary structures, so as to dissipate any
mstrust and lay a solid foundation for negotiations on conventional disarmanent.

Simlarly, ny CGovernment supports the conclusion of the negotiations between
the United States and the Soviet Union on a substantial reduction in their
strategic nucl ear arsenals, and t he begi nning, after the signing of the treaty on
conventional disarmanent in Europe, of negotiations between the two countries on
the reduction of short-range nuclear forces. We support unreservedly a realistic
approach that will make it possible gradually to reduce nuclear testing with a view
to its prohibition in the future. In this context, we welcome the fact that the
United States and the Soviet Union have been able to arrive at an agreement that
makes possible the ratification of the Treaty on nuclear explosions for peaceful
purposes and the threshold test-ban Treaty M del egation hopes that the agreenent

will lead to progress im this area.
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Proliferation in all its aspects conatitutes one of the most serious threats
to international peace and security. My delegation believes that the
non-proliferation policy must be based on three essential pillars: the Treaty on
t he Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapoms, the non-proliferation of chemical
weapons, and control of the technology that can be used in the manufacture of
missiles for launching such weapons.

The mandatory periodical Review Conference of the non-proliferation Treaty
provided for in it8 basic text met recently in Geneva.

In this connection my country, together with many others, believes that the
horizontal proliferation of nuclear weapons has, with a few exceptions, been |,
satisfactorily prevented. Therefore, one of the primary objective8 of the Treaty
iIs being achieved in a reasonably effective way and this, combined with the new
international climate, will undoubtedly lead to the indefinite ® Xxtenaioa of the
Treaty beyond 1995.

The Conference emphasised new and positive elements, on which there war an
encouraging conseansus, While general acceptance of the e¢bjectives of the Treaty and
general satisfaction with the way it was operating were manifest.

However , the foregoing wae not summed up in a final document and, although
this does not totally diminish the validity of thoss elements, the results of the
Review Conference did not correspond to the reality of tho current status of the
Treaty and the degree of conpli ance with the commitments made; nor did they reflect
the real, verifiable, historic advances in nuclear disarmament Oover the past few
years.

For the Conference to deal exclusively with the disarmament aspects of the
Treaty end give them priority over all other aspects, while at the same time

imposing a linkage between the extension of the Treaty beyond its expiration date
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and the cessation of nuclear testing here and now, not only was unrealistic and
i mpractical but also prevented the adoption of a final docunent.

The very serious riskof the proliferation of chem cal weapon8 and their
possi bl e usemust | ead us to refl ect on thisthreathangi ng over mankind. My
del egation firmy believes that this danger nust be averted by the rapid conclusion
and entry into force of the convention on the total, conprehensive prohibition of
chem cal weapons.

The third pillar of non-proliferation is contrel of the technol ogy for
missiles capable Of | aunchi ng these weapons. A8 member8 are anare, Spain
participate8 with another group of countries in the mssile technology control
régime,Whose aimis specifically to avoid proliferation wthout hindering the
transfer of technology that coul d be used for peaceful purposes. We hope that this
yégime Wi || De strengthened by enlarged nenbership, thus making the established
control s nore effective.

| have left until last an issue to which my country attache8 the greatest
importance: t he operation and enl argenent ofthe Geneva Conference on
Disarmament. For some year8 Spain ha8 defended the need for the work of the
Conference t 0 meet t he Wor| d*8 expectations ofit. For someyear8 al So Spain ha8
asked thattbe problemswhi ch are paral ysing effortst 0 ensure enl argenent of the
Conference be resolved. The changes in Europe are,in ourjudgenment, the sword
that can cut the Gordaiam knot that has caused the obstruction, The ending of
tensions bet ween East and West and t he unificationX Germany, resulting in a
vacant seatat the Conference, should |ead us to reconsider the prem ses upon which
t he envisaged enl argenent was based, Therefore, it islegitimiate to consider not
only whether the enl ar gement of the Conf erence on Disarmament can continue to be
based On t he system of co-option used until mow, but also whether, ifthat system

is retained,the samerul e8 will continue tobe viable.
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In conclusion, Spai n hope8 that the enlargement and the admission Of new
memberswill t ake pl ace a8 soon a8 possible, and that, if it is considered
appropriate, the seat formerly occupied by the German Denocratic Republic will be
filled. xIm this context | should like to remnd the Comrmittee of Spain's -
application f Or membership oft he Conference and participationinit8 workas a
full member.
Mr. KEAMSY (Lao Pecple‘s Democratic Republic) (interpretation from
French): On behalf of the delegation of the Lao People's Denocratic Republic %
should | i ke to congratul ate you warmly, Sir, on your unanimouselection to the:
chairmanship Oof thisinportant Commttee. You represent a country and a people
Wi th which we, the Lao people, have for centuries shared intellectual kinship snd
aspiration8 to universal peace. W also wish t0 congratul ate the other menber8 of
thes Bureau.
The profound, rapi d change8 in the concept of the world and the perception of
rel ations among State8 occurring onthe international scemeduring the last 12
months convi nced us t hat our worl d was novi ng i nexorabl y towards détente and
co-operation, that all dispute8 between State8 couldhenceforth be settled by
peacef ul means, £ree Of ideol ogical rivalries, and that armea conflict8 and wars
coul d be avoi@ed by effort8t o achi eve nmut ual understanding and negotiations The
rapproachment and co- operation betweenthe two super-Powers, t he Sovi et Uni on and
the United states,i n t he spheresof daisarmamentand ofi nternational security made
it possible t0 end the cold war, which had divided the world into two rival bl oc8
fOr more tham 40 years and atone pointalmost Pl unged itintoa nuclearWal. The
international community coul d not but wel cone and rej oi ce at this new shift i n the
situation, Whi Ch promised to lead to ths establishment Ofa new internationalorder

in a worl d that hemceforthwoul d be non-violent and freefromnucl ear weapons.
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It woul d have been too good to be true if, at the dawnofthe third millenium,
the advent of the Persian Gulf crisis hadnot cone along to remnd us of the
still-very-fragile nature ofthe situation in which we live. The brutal annexation
of an independent State by a neighbouring country that is more powerful and better
armed, t he consequent concentration i n t he regi on off orei gn treops and t he nost
modern and sophisticated armanents, and the threat of the use there of weapons of
mass destruction could at any nonent ignite the powder keg and trigger a general
conflagration, whose disastrous conseguenceswoul d certainly transcend the borders
of that region,

Gven this explosive situation, which is likely to obtain in the future in
ot her regioms as wel|, the issue ofgeaeral and conplete di sarmament has therefore
become One Of the nost urgent problens amd, in ny View, the entire international
community should deal with it with all the intensity and earnestnessit deserves.

To be sure, the questiom of di sarnmanent has been debated fromthe very first
months Of the founding of our universal Organisation, with the energence of nucl ear
weapons on the international chessboard, and since then a large number of
resol uti ons and aeeisiomshave been adopted by various bodi es ofthe United Nations
system* However,ithas not proved possible to formulate effective neasures to
meet the need to establish norms and | evel s of weapons necessaryfor defence and
the security of States without givingthem the capability of engagingin
| ar ge- scal e offensive operations.

In this connection we greatly appreciate thepolicy ofmlitary transparency
adopted by the Soviet Union, a policy which, &£ followed by the othermlitary
Powers, will enormously facilitate our Organization's task. On the other hand, we

wel cone the decision al so takenby the Soviet Union in 1988 to proceed to a
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significant unilateral reduction of its smilitary forces and armaments, in

particul ar tanks, artillery pieces and conbat aircraft. Al these decisions
testify to the determnation and great responsibility ofthat country, whose new
mlitary doctrine, drawn up andadept~d in 1987, is relevantly based on the
principle of the maintenance ofa reasonabl e | evel of armaments sufficient to
ensure its defence. W hope that the other mlitary powersin the world will be in
a position to follow this valuable example in order togive the D sarmanent
Commission's workthe renewed inpetus that could gradually | ead to its | ong- awai t ed
success.

These unilateral disarmanent neasures which | have just noted should be .
encouraged and supported and gi ven the sane weight as negotiations or agreements at
the bilateral, regional and nmultilateral levels. For all pro-disarmanent
initiativesandenterprises, both nuclear and conventional, conplenent and have
repercussions on each other while working towards one and the same goals general
and conpl ete di sarmanent.

To revert to bilateral negotiations, in particular those between the Soviet
Union and the United States - the two nmost nilitarily powerful States in the
world - the international community i S unani nous im recognising the inportance of
the progress made since the signing of the Treaty on the Blimination of
I nt er medi at e- Range and Shorter-Range M Ssiles - IRF Treaty - in Decenber 1987,
maki ng possi bl e the systematic destruction of their |and-based interinediats-range
nuclear mssiles, Atthe last Soviet-United States sumnit, i n Helsinki, the tWO
countries once again affirnmed their intention to try to sign, atthe endofthis
year orat the beginmning of next year, the START agreenment, which shoul d provide
for a 35 per ecemt reduction in their strategic auclear-weapon arsenal s and should

have a favourabl e impact em nultilateral disarmameatworkinoOther sectors.
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W are particularly pleased with the agreemsnt on cheni cal weapons Signed
between the{Wwo countries during the Washington summit early |ast June. That
agreement, Which - in addition to providing forthe destruction, starting at the
end of 2992, of the greater part of their declared stockpiles - envisages, in
particular, sn-site inspection and verification anda conmtment to stop producing
t hese weapons once the agreement enters into forceand- the most Significant
element | N the present context ofthe GQulf crisis - expresses their common
determination t0 Stepup nultilateral negotiations to finish preparing as soon as
possible the draft international convention on aconplete andfinal ban on these
weapons. Thedr joint declaration on the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons,
issued at the same time, marks ancther important step on the path to nuclear
disarmament, al t hough atthe Fourth Review Conference on the non-proliferation
Treaty hel d recently im Geneva, wmo final declaration could bs adopted owing to the
lack of political will on ths part ofcertain nuclear States, to the great regret
of the majority of Member States.

As far as conventional disarmament is concerned, it is encouraging to note
that, thanks t 0 t hs intensive changes t hat have taken place overths |ast few
months i N Europe, work within the Conference on Securityand Co-operation in Europa
has aavanced to0 the poi nt where we can now foreseet hat at the anext summit
conference to bs held in Paris three weekshence the | eaders of the 34 member
States Wi || Dbe able to ccaclude a final agreenment on majorreductions of their
troops and weapons, | N particular those of the North At| antic Treaty Organi sation
(MAT0Y and ths Warsaw Pact, fremthe Atlantic to the Urals. That agreemeatw || Dbs
21: zhe more importamt Since itw || mark the end of four decades of Bast-West

miiicary confrontationand t he establishment Of anewpolitical order on that
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continent. Certain circles, however, are expressing concern that the weapons thus
jettisoned, including large quantities of tanks,armoured vehicles, artillery

pi eces, helicopters, combat aircraft and other light arns, may subsequently freely
find their way to third-world countries, given the lack of international regulation
oft he transfer of weapoms, and thus become instrunents of destabilizatiom, tension
and confrontation in those countries. The Lao People's Denocratic Republic, a
smal | country with meagre resources, fully shares this concern.

Along the same lines, ny delegation again expresses its opposition to the
maintenance Of military bases, the installation ofarns and nunitions storage
facilities, and the carrying out of mlitary manoeuvres by certain Powers beyond
t he boundaries of theirownterritory. Allthese neasures, which can lead to
conflicts betweenStates, should be carefully studied by the D sarnmanent Commission
and banned in the same nanner as the other formsofthe arms race.

The United Nations, through the First Conmttee and the Di sarmanent
Commission, i S the nost appropriate, the supreme body to tackle and solve the
probl em of general amd conplete disarmanent. But i€workin this area is to yield
results,it is i nportant forall States, |arge and small, to adhere scrupul ously to
the principle ofthe non-use or threat ofuseoffereain international relatioms,
a8 provi ded inthe Charter of our Organizatiom. |L : anthe bash8 ofstrict
respect for this principle that ny country, the Lao People*s Denocratic Republic,
intends to 4oin t 0 the extent ofi t S possibilities in the international community's

efforts in this enornously difficult and conplex task of disarmanent,
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The CHAIRMAN: | now call on the representative of |ndonesia,
Anbassador Nama Sutresna who, in his capacity as current Chairman of the
Di sarmanment Conmission, wll introduce the report of the Conm ssion.

M. SUTRESNA (Indonesia), Chairman of the D sarmament Conmi sSion: 1In my
cazacity as the current Chairman of the United Nations D sarnmament Comm SSion,
have the honour to introduce the report of the Conmssion on its 1990 session,
docunent as45s42. Asin previous years, the report consists offour chapters and
annexes. the result of the Conmssion's deliberations onthe various disarmanment
subjects on its agenda during the 1990 substantive session. In particular,
chapter |V contains conclusions and recomendations which duly reflect the status
of deliberations on disarwament i SSues that the Conm ssion achieved in My this
year.

As in previous years, the 1990 session wss organised in accordance with the
mandate of the Disarmanent Comm ssion set forth in paragraph 118 of the Fina
Document of the first special session of the General Assenbly devoted to
disarmament and in the guidelines set by the General Assenbly at its thirty-seventh
and forty-fourth sessions in resolutions 37/78 ® and 441119 C, in which the
Commission Was requested to direct its attention at each substantive session to
specific subjects and t0 nmake every effort to achieve concrete recommendations ON
such subjects to the General Assenbly at its subsequent session. After arduous
deliberations during its 1990 substantive session, the concrete recomendations
made Dy the Conmission to the CGeneral Assenbly at its forty-fifth session have been
adopt ed by consensus, as noted in paragraph 28 ofthe report. Those
recommendations were adopted either by each ofthe four working groups and a
contact group or by the consultation groups, which took charge ofthe respective

substantive items of the agenda. |t should be pointed out that during this session
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the Conmission was requested to deal with seven substantive itens on its agenda.
Among them one was a new item nanely, "Chjective information on mlitary matters".

In this connection, | amhappy to state that during the year the Conmi ssion
was able to conclude all substantive agenda itens except the new one, The
Conmi ssi on adopted texts by consensus on items regarding the question of South
Africa's nuclear capability, the role of the United Nations in the field of
di sarmament, conventional disarmanent and the draft Declaration of the 1990s as the
Third Disarmanent Decade. Considerable progress was al so made on the item
regarding naval armanents amd disarmament. The findi ngs and recommendations On t he
subj ect were endorsed by all participants in the consultations.

In giving a general assessnent of the workof the Commission | consider that
success has been achieved at the 1990 session with co-operation, flexibility and a
spirit of compromise beingdenonstrated by all nenber States. The item regarding
the arms race amnd nuclear disarmament was generally considered to be the nost
difficult one on the agenda. Under that item the Commi ssion was required
practically to formulate a mni-conprehensive programe of disarmanent. Atthis
juncture, it is not surprising that the Commissiom Was not able to adopt a
consensus text on the subject. The recently announced agreenment in principle
between the Soviet Union and the United States at the sunmt neeting in June this
year om the negotiations fora reduction in strategic nuclear weapons was only part
of the issue and could not provide a substantive inpetus to the nultilateral
negotiating process on the issue ofnuclear disarmanent. O her aspects of the
issue were duly reflected in the Fourth Review Conference of Parties to the Treaty
on the Wn-Proliferation of Nucl ear Wapons held in August and Septenber this year.

During past years, many members of the Conmi ssion pointed out that the

Commission should |init the nunber ofitens on its agendain order to devote its
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maxi num effort to a few items on which the chances for success are better than on
other itenms. Last year many del egati ons made specific proposals in this regard.

| t fwas true that some of these subjects under consideration had been maintained on
the agenda of the Commission for many years with no conclusions, though it was duly
acknow edged that the lack of favourable international conditions in the past had
contributed to such an outcome. In this connection, under its able Chairman,
Anbassador Bagheni Nsengeya of Zaire, the Commi ssion was able to formulate a set of
"ways and meams t 0 enhance the functioning ofthe D sarmanent Commission®, Set out
in the annex to resolution 447119 C.  Thi s reform programme Was formal | y adopted by
the Commission at the substantive session this year.

Wth respect to the organisation of work of the Commission in 1990, it was
gratifying to note that despite some difficulties on the question of establishing a
subsidiary body for the new agenda item the Conmission was free from procedural
and organizatioral probl ens on the question of the equitable distribution of the
chai rmanshi p anmong subsidiary bodies and the duration ofthe session. In this
regard | believe that someof the pre-session consultations were extrenely useful
and contributed greatly to the snooth organisation of the work of the Conm ssion
this year. The adequate arrangement of neetings also inproved the utilisation of
conference resources at the1990 substantive session. | am convinced that
appropriate consul tations anmong del egations with the assistance ofthe Departnent
for Disarmanment Affairs would facilitate the work ofthe Commission in fature,
bearing in mnd the adopted reformprogramre of "\Wys and meanst0 enhance the
functioning of the Disarmament Commission. **

Finally, | should not fail to express my gratitude to all delegations for
their understanding and for their business-like manner of conducting the work of

the Conmission this year with a view to fulfilling thetask entrusted to it by the



BAPFUL L S T L R IR S e

PKB/dl A/C.1/45/PV.21
19- 20

(Mr. Sutresna, Chairman.
Disarmament Commiasion)

CGeneral Assembly. Aspecial tribute should be paid to the officers of the
Comm ssion, in particular the Rapporteur, Ms. Liberata Mil snula ofthe United
Republic of Tanzania and the Chairmen ofthe various workinggroups, contact group
and consultation groups, namely, M. Sergei Martynov oft he Byelorussian Sovi et
Soci alist Republic, you, yourself, M. Chairman, Anmbassador Roberto Garcia Moritan
of Argentina, Ambassador Sergio de Queiros Duarte of Brazil,
Anbassador Nugroho Wsnunurti of |ndonesia, Ambassador Skj ol d Melilbin of Denmark,
Anbassador Emek Ayo Asi kiwe of Nigeria, and Arbassador Peter Hohenfellner Of
Austria, for their co-operation and assistance. On behalf of the Commission |
shoul d al so express thanksto the Departnent for Disarmanent Affairs for the_
val uabl e assi stance provided to the commission, particularly by the
Under - Secretary- General for pisarmament Affairs, M. Yasushi Akashi, and the
Secretary oft he pisarmameat Conmi SSion, M. Lin Kuo-Chung, as Wel| as by their
col | eagues serving as secretaries of the subsidiary bodies ofthe Conm ssion. On
behal f of the commission | extend ny great appreciation to other membersof the
Secretariat whoassisted the Commssion in carrying out its task.

| now have the honour to present the annual report of the United Nations

D sar manent Conm ssion, document A/ 45/42.
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M. JAYA (Brunei Darussalam): Atthe outset, Sir, | wish to extend ny
very warm congratul ations, and those of my delegation, on your election as Chairman
of the First Committee. | amdelighted to see you, the Anmbassador of your country,
hbéél, with which Brunei Darussal am enjoys warm and friendly relations, chairing
the work of this inportant Committee. W are confident ofthe success of our work
under your guidance. | wish to extend ny congratulations, too, to the other
of ficers of the Conmittee, whose dedication has contributed to the work of the
Commi t t ee.

Qur meeting today is held against a background of significant changes that are
transformng the global, political, and econonic |andscape. These changes have set
in motion new trends towards peace aad reconciliation throughout nost regions of
the world, wWithb inter-State relations anong the comunity of nations entering a new
peacef ul di nension

As stated by ny Foreign Mnister during the general debate, such peacef ul
trends nust be seen froma conprehensive gl obal perspective, rather than fromthe
vi ewpoi nt of one ortwo regions only. The global déteate should enable us to
address the question of the accunulation of weaponry and the peaceful settlenment of
di sput es.

It is crucial that we not sinply accept the phenonmenon of arns acquisition as
an inevitsble feature ofinter-State activity since it is often the deep-seated
cause of protracted armed hostilities. Unless the problem of arms reduction is
addressed, the prospect of a conprehensive peace - the global peace and stability
we all seek - mayexist only in |ocalised situations.

The situation in the @Qulf is clearly an indication ofthe fragility ofthe new
peaceful global order, The unabated transfer of arnms to the region during the
Iran-Iraq conflicthas raised the capabilities of countries in the region t0 engage

in a devastating war, It is one of the tragic ironies of the arms transfer
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industry that one i s now confronting weapons of mass destruction of one‘'s own
creation.

Ae | noted earlier, we have w tnessed changes in the conduct of inter-State
relations. W have been encouraged by the co-operation shown by the super-Powers
in seeking to resolve conplex international matters. As a result ofsuch positive
attitudes, and given the support of all nations, the United Nations, and especially
this Commttee, is in a position to play a nore influential role in discussions on
disarmament. Such a United Nations role is, we feel, critical if past failures are
to be avoided, as nations attenpt to secure actual arns reductions, effective
controls and guarantees for the non-proliferation of nucl ear weapons.

V¢ believe that preventing such failures calls for the active invol venent of
the United Nati ons and the observance ofits Charter by all Member States, together
with a conmtnent to bilateral and regi onal Adisarmament di al ogues i n consonance
with United nations efforts.

V¢ hope that the improved international climate will bring renewed efforts on
the part of a1z countries to pursue faithfully the goals ofdisarmament. The
disappearance Of East - \\ést tension has | essened the quest for mlitary superiority,
and this, we hope, can be translated into actual arms reduction. This tremd so far
seems { 0 be confined only tothe East-West coatert. Meanwhile, the accunul ation of
arms in the rest ofthe world, especially in thethird world, continues. By their
actions itappears that nany third-world countries are now engagedi n an armsrace
of their own* This is a reflection of the underlying problenms which characterire
the political |andscape ofthe third-world nations. The situation is being

compounded by the contradiction created by the need for solutions t 0 probl ens of
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underdevelopment in t he t hird-worl d countries onthe onehand, and the need for
t hee8 countries to obtain more weaponson the other.8

- Evidence Of this can b8 seen in the continued proliferation and
intensification of the arms race, nuch ofwhich is due to the sense of insecurity
of countries as to other countries' intentions and respeetfor international |aw
This has contributed to the constant accumulatiom of exi Sting weapons -
conventional and nuclear - as well as to the devel opnent of new ones.

Bach state has the ri ght to unthreatened security. We hop8 that, given the
present internationaldétente, confidence-buil di ng measures ean now be actively
undertaken. \\¢ thus welcomed the convening ofaregi onal meeting On
confidence-building measures | N t he Asi a- Paci fi ¢ region heldi n Kathmandu earl i er
this year as au inportant step towards building sturdier relations devoi d of
suspicion end mstrust. ‘The opportunity that nowpresents itself to forgea new
world order that is not tied to the ei ee and capabilities Of any country's weaponry
nust not be | ost.

The United States and the Sovi et Union have 1edthe way. Th8 sigming oft he
Treaty On the El i nination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the
INF Treaty - in 1938 was a landmark achi evenent towards arns |imtation. we hop8
that this can be followedbya Sinil| ar success in the strategic arms reduction
talks (START). At their June meeting this year both the Sovietand United States
leaders reaffirmed t heir determivation t 0 have the treaty on the reduction end
limtation ofstrategic offensive arns conpl eted and ready forsigsature by the end

of this year. W hope that this Treaty Wi || achieve what itseeks toaccomplish -

» M. Martynov (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic), Vice-Chairmn, took
the Chair.
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a reduction ofthe risk of the out br eak of nuclear war and t he strengthening of
peace aad international security. We are also of the Viewthat ifwe are committed
to halting thearmsrace andcontrolling thequalitative development of weapons of
mass destruction, we have to address seriously the questionof a comprehensive
test-ban treaty. Wweregret that the Fourth Review Conference ofthe Parties to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear Weapons di d not achi eve coneensue on the
relationship between nucl ear testing and tke non-proliferati on régime. \\& had
hopedthat, with the grow ng concern about theproliferation of nuclear weapons,
the i nternati onal community, particularly countries wth nucl ear power, woul d be
equally di sposed to a conprehensive test-ban treaty. It is only logical to ban
nuclear testing if we do not want nucl ear weapons t0 be continual |y developed. We
urge the re-establishment Of the Ad Hoc Committee at the1991 session t O pursue
negotiations t owards a conprehensi ve test ban.

We are equally concerned that despite the 1925 Geneva Convention the use and
threat of theussof chem cal weapons continue to b8 a feature in regional
conflicts. Al necessary efforts must continue to be mad8 in order to strengthen
the exi sting Convention on chemical weapons. TO thi S end, we welcome { he United
St at es- Sovi et agreementat their June summit meeting t 0 destroy their
chemical-weapon stocks. We hop8 all countries that possess such weapons will take
similar measures.

As my Foreign M nister noted at the General Assenbly, hostilities that [ead to
an secal ation ofthe arms race cannot besatisfactorily addressed unleas the causes
germane t 0 the conflict are al so exam ned. Whetherthe causes are political in
nature or whether they |ie in theeconom c, social and environmental problems
experienced by many nations, they provide the prescription for hostility ana set

the stage f or armea conflict.
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Therefore, as we seekways to address directly the question of arns reduction,
a concurrent effort to remove fundamental threats to world peace must be

undertaken. Only thea will the lofty goals enshrined in the preanble of our

Charter be attainable.
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M. MUJICA CANTELAR (Cuba) (interpretation fromSpanish): My del egation
I's most pleased that M. Rana is presiding over the work Of our Committee. We see
this as a well-deserved tribute to his diplomatic skillsand experience and a
reaffirmati on of the fact that, in our Organization and in disarmament matters, all
countries canmakea contribution that nust be taken into account, regardl ess of
their geographical size Ol their ecomomic Or M litary power.

W al so congratul ate the other nenbers of the Bureau, and assure themthat we
are fully prepared to co-operate with themasthey carryout their duties. W& are
certain that they will spar8 no effort to ensure the success of our work.

Everyone is aware that the political environment in which ourworkisbeing
carried out hae evolved, particularly as conmpared with past eeeeione.

The trend towar dS the peaceful solutionto regional di Sput €8 that seems to be
energi ng, the profound changes that have taken place in Eastern Burope, the
continued improvement i N relati ons between the Sovi et Union and the United States,
whi ch are now noving on a path of greater understanding and co-operation and, thus,
the enhanced clinate of détente i N the European continent - all aresigmsof the
new times.

Al of this nust, ofcourse, have an influence onour work. Some, including
our Conmttee, are of the viewthat the cold war is over. Wil e respecting t hat
view, we think that, although steps have beentaken which, we hope, Will lead to
the elimnation of that dark period, we mustsayfrankly aad with the greatest
humility that it is not yet time to appl aud the aisappeara=ce O that period.
Suffice it to recall that, among the actions that characterised the dawn of t hat
post-war period, H roshim and Nagasaki werevictins of bombings with a type of

weapon of mass exterm nation, which |ed to the start of the nuclear era, and now,
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over 45 years later, after unceasing warfare, we have not yet been able to
elimnate the threat ofnuclear warand there exist nore sophisticated and
technologically advanced weapons than those unl eashed on the Japanese cities.

Moreover, while the col d war was marked mainly by mlitary and ideol ogi cal
confrontati on between East and West, at first concentrated prinmarily onthe
European continent - where the Soviet Union enmerged fromruins after paying a
tremendous price for its struggle agai nst fascism- the scope of this confrontation
broadened beyond Europe and took reet in destructive policies in other w de-ranging
and far-reaching regions ofthe world, including Asia where, for exanple, there is
still an artificial division of the Korean peninsula, and Latin Anerica and the
Cari bbean, where Cuba, after almost three decades, iS Still subjected to the blind
and indiscrimnate cold-war policy of the very enpire that gave the world this
di sastrous brain-child that has done and continues to do so nuch dsnage to our
peoples.

It i S, therefore, N0t enough for relations between the Sovi et Union and the
United States to inprove and forrel ations anong European countries to become more
harmonious, rather than tense, although we certainly wel come such a devel opnent.
But beyomnd that, there i S needf Or even more radi cal change i n mentalities,
approaches and actions in international life.

Is there any difference between destabilizing efforts, interferenceinthe
internal affairs of other States - including the use ofsubversive andill egal
broadcast s against independent countries - violations of sovereignty, acts of
aggressi on and attempts to us8 hunger as a weapon andto inpoverish peopl es? Thee8
are neasures which, in the past, weretaken against some countries in Europe, and
whi ch are now being inplemented agai nst manythird-world countries ia Asia, Africa

and Latin Anerica that only askfor fair treatment and respect for their desire to
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live in peace end to proceed with their owe devel opnent and econom ¢ endsoci al
wel | - bei ng.
Per haps we no | onger have the cold war, but there are still billions being

speat 0N designing new, nore deadly end sophisticated weapons, even though we have
seen that, immoral as it map be, as we cone tothe endofthe twentieth century,
there are tens of mllions of persons, particularly children, who are dying of
hunger or as the result of disease end epidenics, for which science hee devel oped
very cheap, €f f ecti ve cures.

Perhaps what is happening is not the cold war, eventhough those who have the
scientific and financial resources to save those lives have not done se.

Is it not a cold war when the economes ofthird-world countries are alloved
to be bled to death aud mllione of their inhabitants are condermed to live in
misery and whenday by day they are increasingly stifled by incessant demandst 0
settle the external debts in the billions forwhich they are not responsible?

Se it also not a cold war when We see dicarmamentagreements bhei ng si gned
between the nuclear Powers but there are still coercive, large-scale mlitary
manoeuvresbeing carried out exose t 0 i ndependent, sovereign countriesWi th theaim
of flaunting mlitary superiority to threaten and intimdate peoples?

Unfortunately, we cammot subscribe to the supposition that the period of the
cold war,with all its adverseeffectson manki nd, has already beenleft behind.

Wi | e we wel cone the encouraging chengee thet have been taking place
internationally, We t hi nk that hastening t 0 decl are the poet-col d-war erais
not hing short of underestimatingreal ity and ignoring the voices of many peoples in
various regions al SO calling foranend to cold were end other wereofal | types

that affect their potential toachieve the just andnobl e peace t 0 which t hey

aspire.
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As has been recognised, the greatest threat to mankind is nuclear weapons.

Wi le preventing the outbreak ofnuclear war is a task of the highest priority, the
best guarantee that these weapons will not be used and that the human race can be
preserved is the total elimnation of such weapons.

The bilateral agreement between the Soviet Union and the United States on the
elimnation of their intermediate-range and shorter-range nissiles, which is
currently being implemented, Wil| very shortly lead to the possibility of
elimnating one type of nuclear weapon, even though this represents buta slight
decrease in existing capabilities for annihilation.

The agreement recently signed and ratified at the summit between the |eaders
of the Soviet Union and the United States with respect to the intent to sign, early
next year, au agreenent on the elimnation of part oftheir strategic stockpiles
will, no doubt, mark another significant Step towards the reduction of nucl ear
weapons.

our del egation wel comes all the progress achieved to date, and we trust in the
adoption of future agreements on Strategic and other types of nuclear weapons.

However, Whi | € the threat of nuclear hol ocaust has been renoved somewhat, and
nucl ear weapons have been reduced to sone extent, mankind is still hostage to the
Possibility thatsuch weapons will be used. Consequently, we cannot falter in our
just demand for the prohibition endtotal elimnation of such weapons.

In the Secretary-General's report on the conprehensive study on nucl ear
weapons by a group of experts under the chairnmanship of Atbassador Theorim - which
Wwe commend - it iS clear that in 1990 there remin some50,000 nuclear warheads
depl oyed throughout the world and the aggregate expl osive power of current nuclear
arsenals is in the region of 13,000 mllion tone of TNT, or 1 million tinmes the

explosive energy oft he Hiroshima at oni c bonb.



JB/9 A/C.1/45/PV.21
31

(Mr. Mujica Cantelar, Cubz)

It would appear that the experts have not managed to reach agreementon a
matter that seens to have been dealt with rather briefly but which we none the |ees
consi der very important. | amreferring here to the relative and constant
devel opment and i nprovement of nucl ear weapons and their nodernisation through
continued application of scientific and technological progress. That
responsibility fallsto the nuclear Powers, including the two main nuclear Powers,
and contributes constantly to the continuation of the nuclear arns race and to the
so-called vertical proliferation of nuclear weapons.

W cannot overl ook the constant demand and clai ms of the international
comunity, imelucing our own Organisation, for a definitive and total end to
nuclear testing. It is really astonishing that even today, after the failure of
the recent Fourth Review Conference of the non-proliferation Treaty, there are some
del egations that take the liberty of defyingthe international community and try
even in our Committee t0 convince us that nuclear-weapons testing nust be continued
If they are to retain their credibility and power as a nuclear deterrent.

The del egation of Cuba, convinced of the justice of the position ofthe group
of del egations that, headed by Mexico, has taken the initiative of convening an
amendnent conference on the partial test-ban Treaty, fully supports that demand and
trusts that the Conference, to be convened early next year, will be a new mlestone
inthe efforts to bring about a total test baam and el imnation onucl ear weapons.

Simlarly, we arein favourof strengthening the activities of the Conference
on Disarmanent, thus avoiding the situation in which, after several years of
inactivity, it was only possible to re-establish the aAd Hoc Committee On a
Nuclear-Test Ban in the final stages of the workof this current year, and even so
wth a very limted mandate, with barely the possibility ofrecommending its

immediate re-establishnent atthestart of next January's session ofthe Conference,
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The struggle against the problens of drugs, crine and the deterioration ofthe
ervironment are i ssues that have nore recently emerged as tranenational problenms
with global repercussions. Wile not denying the intrinsic merit of t hose issues
and the need to find solutions to them somehave suggested that they begiven
priority that would lead to their being included among the issues to be studied and
considered by the Security Council, which would thus extend the area of conpetence
of that United Nations body.

W nmust ask ourselves once again if the question of a conplete and total ban
Is something that affects all countries. Isit not a question of transnational
character and global inpact with which we have been dealing for many years? It has
consequences for the survival of mankind, inasmuch as it cannot be separated from
the question of nuclear weapons, and should it not therefore be dealt with and
considered as a matter ofgreater priority than any other topic that is pressed
upon US as a matter ofpriority?

Another matter that nerits attention anmong the issues before us is that of
chemicalweapons. Despite continued appeals by the General Assenbly forthe
earliest possible conclusion ofa convention banning chem cal weapons, and despite
the efforts made, it has not yet been possible to conclude work to that end. A
nunber of issues remain to be resolved, and they require more political will than
technical skill

Qur del egation, which urges the earliest possible conclusion of a convention
banni ng the devel opment, production, stockpiling and use of chem cal weapons, as
well as a start to the destruction of that type of weapon and its production
facilities, will continue to work actively fora universal, non-discrimnatory
convention t hat woul d establish equal rights frall parties and woul d not inpede
t he devel opnent of the chem cal industry or international co-operation in the

peaceful use of that resource.
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In its statement | ast July, the G oup ofnon-aligned and neutral countries of
the Conference on Disarmanent, after noting the bhilateral agreenent between the
Soviet Union and the United States on the destruction and non-production of their
chemical \eapons, expressed regrett at the fact that t he revisioms proposed by
those countries tothe draft nultilateral conveationW || have negative effects

because, [nter alia, they postponed a decision on the total elimnation of chem cal

weapons and inposed certain conditions, extending rights to States based onthe
possession of chenical weapons and creating a situation oflegal uncertainty with
respect to the scope and implementation Of the multilateral convention. The Goup
al so stressed its view that the finalgoal should be a convention that woul d be
non-di scrimnatory and have universal support.

The delegation of Cuba, as stated in the declaration ofthe Goup of 21, is of
the view that total destruction of all chemcal weapons and their production
facilities should be unconditional and decided on as of the conclusion of the
convention itself, as statea in the present draft convention. we also reiterate
our position thatthe nost effective meansof preventing the dissem nation ofsuch
weapons lies solely in a total and conplete ban on them. W nust therefore Stat8
our di sagreement with the approach aimed at setting up partial neasures in the
so-cal l ed chem cal -weapons non-proliferation régime.

| turn now to other topical matters such as conventional disarmanent. After
years 0 efforts, t he most recent neeting Oft he Disarmament Commission managed to
conclude i tS study ofthat matter, adopting a document by comsensus that set out
the principles to be observed for the adoption of neasures in that area. Our
del egation wel comes the outeome ofthe work achi eved, even though we woul d have
preferred a more intensive treatmentof the questi on ofqualitative improvement and

application of the mostnmodern technol ogi es t 0 conventional weapons.
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For the del egation of Cuba, conventional disarmament is an important component
of general and conplete disarmanent in which we cannot overlook the progress that
I's being made in nuclear disarmanent, which is ofthe greatest priority. In
recognising the particular responsibility of the nuclear Powersand States with the
largest mlitary arsenals, as well as the need to nmeet defence requirenents in
keeping with the defence of sovereignty and territorial integrity wthout a
reduction in security, our delegation notes that it i s necesary to put an end to
acts of aggression, interference and intervention in the internal affairs of States
so as to bring about an atnmosphere that would enable all States to participate in
that process.

Sone del egations have stressed the appropriateness and necessity of adopting
conventional di sar manent neasures at the regional |evel; sone have even given it
greatpriority. FEarlier studies by the United Nations itself offer elements
requiring serious analysis, but the European experience no doubt offers a nore
objective view of such neasures. particularly when, just a few days from our
debate, i N the context of the summit meeting of the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe (cSCE), which is to take place inParis, thefirst agreenent
will be signed on conventional disarmanent in Europe, We welcome that event,as it

will no doubt have positive repercussions for international peace and security.

it tn
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Amtter of extrenme inportance, as has already been recognised, is the neea to
take into accouut the specific characteristic8 of the region and to secure the
participation oall States concerned and emsure that their views are takeninto
account.

Recent evsnts i n Eurape have created conditions conducive to the negotiation
of di aarmament measures, which will be given concrete formin the very near
future. Taking into account the characteristics ofthat continent, where the two
worl d wars began and devel oped and where attitudes and positions of mstrust led to
*the setting up of the two major nilitary alliances, it is not surprising that the
=nst Sophisticated weapons and arsenals anywhere on the planet are to be found
there.

Wil e the negotiating exercise in Europe and the neasure8 that will b8 adopted
are wel conme and give us cause forcongratul ation, there is no doubt that each
region or continent hsits own special peculiarities and characteristics. In
other regioms and continents account nust betakenin seeking the desire& goal of
peace Of such thingsas non-mlitary threats to security. Consideration should
also be given to the history of interference of a political nature, mlitary
aggression and other types of interference by Powers acting in a regional context,
quite apart fromthose which are geographically outside that framework.

Consequently it is essential that these Powersbe invited to accept
comm tments with respect to conventi on8l disarmament that will elimnate the
possibility ofusing aggression agai nst other countries orin any way threatening
their security, territorial integrity, sovereignty and independence. It is also
essential that those Powers' stockpiles of conventional weapons be reduced to the
level necessary for their defence.

| cannot concl ude ny statement withoutr ef erri ng briefly to the queation of

t he so-callea rationalisation cftheworkof th: sirst Committee. For some fime
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our committee, adopting a practical approach, has sought to rationalise its workin
the best possible way. W do not object to continued efforts to determne how best
to proceed with our work, confident that this will result from the efforts and
contributions of all, provided this is done wthout sacrificing the basic
objectives and priorities of our work. There maybe areas in which it is possible
t 0 merge, Or perhaps even reduce, texts, but we should not be discouraged or
criticise our owm approaches if, when there are divergent positions, we cannot cone
wp Wth a common text, Or if we have to resort to voting where it is not possible
t 0 achi eve a consensus.

Me, NULL (Liberia): Permt nB at the outset,on behalf O the Liberian
del egation, to extend to M. Ranma of Nepal warnest congratulations on his unani nous
el ection as Chairman of the First Committee. The wealth of experience that he
bring8 to this post assures us that the work ofour Committee Will be successfully
completed under his abl e | eadership. our congratulations go also to the other
officers of the Commttee.

Since the |last session of the General Assenbly the international political
enviromment has continued to undergo significant changes. The cold war has come to
an end and the ideological confrontati on between East and \West has been repl aced by
a new eraof peace and co-operation. The growing rapprochenent between the United
States and the Soviet Union ha8 enabled themto achieve Ssome progress on inportant
agreements i N t he various fields of disarmnment,

These developments have had a particularly significant inpact on Europe - the
continent With the |argest concentration of armaments, As a result, new
initiatives are being taken to conclude a treaty on conventional armed forcesin
Eur ope, and negotiations within the framework ot he Conference on security and

Co-operationi N Eur ope (CSCE) are makingsubstantial progress.
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These positive devel opnents. however, have notensured a durable peace, as
son8 seemngly intractable problens in other regions continue to pose a Serious
threat to international peace and security. The unresolved conflicts inthe M ddle
Bast, Asia, Central Anerica and Africa have heightened the need for a sustainea
United Nations role in finding a permanent solution to these problems.

The unfortunate civil warin ny country, Liberia, which has been raging for
the past 10 nonths, has resulted im massive 1088 of hunman 1ifeand destruction of
property, For various reasoms, includi ng the perceived internal nature Of the
conflict, this human tragedy has not, so far, received the attention itdeserves
from t he i nternati onal community.

ID this post-cold-war era, itis likely that there will be a proliferation Of
such conflicts and that the United Nations w || b8 expected to play a nore aecisive
role in resolving them, especially those Ci Vi| conflicts that resultin widespread
bl oodshed. |f the United Nations is tobe true toits obligations under the
Charter it cannot afford to be seen as adopting a stratified system in its enphasis
on conflict resolution.

Sincethe first S€SSi ON of the General Assenbly, i N 1946, it has been
recognized { Nal general and complete disarmament involves DOt h nuelearand
non- nucl ear weapons, especially with respect to their aestablising effects at the
regi onal 1ewvel when arsenal s are increased and new weapons are | ntroduced.

It IS estimated t hat over the | ast 45yearsmore tham 200 conventional wars oOr
[imted wars have beenfought, resulting in over20nillion deaths and the
destruction ofbillions ofdollars' worth of property. |ndeed, itcoul d be argued
t hat such warscontinue to pose an immediate threatt 0 international peace and
security, since me nuclear war has been fujtaince the end ofthe Second Wrl d
VWar, 1Instead, limfted wars have increasingly broken out, especially inregi ons of

t he developing world. These wars have left in their wake a cycle of vioclence,
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death and w despread underdevel opnmeat. M delegation therefore wel comes the study
on the transfer of arns be>ag undertaken under the auspices of the United Nations.
However, it is necessary that the production and sal e of arms also be addressed.
The conpilation of such data will help to ensure transparency, and that wll
contribute to disarmanent efforts.

(O equal i nportance, in my delegation's view, is the concomtant need to
encour age the producers of conventional weapons to identify »aon-lethal itens for
production. But this will require that the Governnent8 in the arms-producing
countries provide the producers wth the necessaryincentives and assistance to
make the substitution. In the final analysis, the political will ofthe countries
that produce arms will be reguired if arns reductiom iS to be realised.

The restriction ofarnB transfers to parties in conflict or to areas of
tension could facilitate the process of the regional initiative8 and ot her
confidence-buildingreasures that are so vital to the peaceful resol ution of
conflicts. <This is particularly true in the case ofthe Liberian civil war, in
which manyt housands bave died as a result ofthe use ofconventional arnmaments

i nported from abroad or supplied by countries within the region.
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I n this connection, the Liberian del egati on wishes t 0 associate itself with

other del egation6 which have advocated that, in addition to the nmultilateral
approach, regi onal approaches t 0 disarmament should also he strengthened. [t |5

al 60 necessary that urgent neasures to restrict international arnb transfers

shoul d be identified. We share the view expressed by the Soviet Foreign

Minister, \I. Bduard Shevardnadze i N hi 8 [ etter to the Secretary-General

Javier Peres de cuellar that the [imtation of international sale6 and transfers of
conventional \\eapon6 coul d be achieved by making full use of the authority of, the
United Rations.

In my del egation's view, chenical weapons, |ikeconventional armaments, al SO
pose an immediate threat to gl obal peace and security because 0f SOME countries’
propensity to use these weapons. M delegation wishes to join in the appeal that
all States involved in the negotiations for the conclusion of a convention on the
conpl ete prohibition of chem cal weapoms shoul d set aside their difference6 and act
for t he common good of mankind. |f only there could be a greater awareness that
all nation6 and peoples have a ecommon destiny, there would be a greater willingness
t 0 actfOr that commom(oo0d.

one Of the best hope8 for nuclear disarmanent isthe inplenentation of a
conprehensive teat-ban treaty. It is a source of considerable regret that sone
nucl ear-weapon State6 continue to pay lip service to appeal 8 for this treaty to be
concl uded, yet neanwhile continue to conduct nuclear tests inpursuit oftheir
per cei ved nationalinterests, |t should be clear that i N our interdependent WOI | d
t hi S attitude encourages NUC| €ar proliferation and f Urt her endangerainteranational
peace aand security. |t is tebe hopedt hat the anendnent Conference achedulad for
January 1991 wi || result i n the conclusion Of thecomprehensive test-buatreaty

whi ch is so vital to efforts towardsnucl ear Aisarmament.
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The | nternati onal community has become increasingly aware that the
disequilibrium i N t he gl obal eecon-~y, environmental degradati on and ot her soci al
ills also pose threats to international peace and security. An effective plan o*
action enconpassing strategies at the national, regional and global |evels nust be
implemented i N order to address these problens.

The present relaxation of tension between the super-Powers has enhanced the
climate of peace ama co-operation, and should lead to a reduction in global
armaments and armed forces. As noted during the United Natioms special session on
disarmament i N 1988, the savings to be derived fromdi sarmament coul d be used for
development programmes, f{ 0 improvet he eavironment and ameliorate ot her soci al
ills, particularly in the developing world. This peace dividend, so called, could
have a profound impact On development trend6 in the 1990s and beyond, and coul d
al so i nprove the guality ofl i fe in devel opi ng countries andel sewher e.

The establishment of nucl ear-weapon-free zones andzones of peace coul d snake a
meani ngf ul contributionto aisarmament. Since 1964 African States have called for
the denuclearisation of Africa. However, thisobjective has been thwarted by South
Africa’s continued devel opnent of its nuclear capability and expansion Of itS
military arsenal 8 inen attempt t 0 preserve its abhorrent apartheid policy. W
wish to call once again upon all countries, andin particular the majrmlitary
Powers and al | suppliers Of nuclear technology, totermnate their collaboration
with South Africa in the mlitary and nucl ear fielas.

¥y del egati on has taken xeen NOt € Of the reports and recommendations of the
United Nations Disarmament Commission Oon South Africa’snucl ear capability. It is
to be hoped { hat the South African Goverament's vowto i nstitute fundameatal
reforms there | eadi ng ta a mon-racial, denocratic society will be demonstrated not

only by words butby deedsas well, We thereforejoin W th other delegationsin
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calling upon that régimeto accede to international instrunments on
non-proliferation and nucl ear-weapon tests, asthis would facilitate the
denuclearization ofthe African continent and indicate South Africa' s preparedness
to identify with one of Africa's legitimte aspirations.

While We note#at the arms race on the ground is declining, we are as much
concerned about the-growing nilitarisation ofouter space ama the concom tant
conpetition between the technol ogically advanced nations for mlitary advantage.
Quter apace is the common heritage of mankinds; hence, inmovatiom in nethod6 o
exploring that |ast frontier should focus on peaceful purposes. In the area of
disarmament, SCientific know edge woul d better servemankind by ensuri ng
verification of, and complianece W th, agreenments reached on arns reductions. The
Li berian del egation therefore believes that the workon this matter carried out by
the Conference on D aarmament must receive the full co-operation and encouragenent
of those nation6 that have nmade headl ong advances in the exploitation ofouter
space, forit IS With their support that the benefits of outer space will be shared
by manki nd.

The Liberian (el egation attaches the utmost inportance to enhancingthe
centralrol e of the United Nations in the field of disarmament. A6 a devel oping
country with no mlitary ambition beyondits borders, Liberia has relied onthe
United Watioms {0 maintain international peace and security andto ensure that the
security ofone countryis not pursued at the expemse of ethercountries. That is
why my country has continued to look to this world body forhelp in ending the
Liberian crisis, which has broad inplication6 forregional and international peace

and security.



Er/11 A/C.1/458/PV.21
44-45%

(M. Bull, Liberia)

It is our £irm beliet L NAt a constructive process of confidence-building,
dialogue and transparency in the security field can coatribute not only to
resolving the present conflict we are facing, but in la;ing a strong foundation for
u viable long-term arrangement tO ensure stability and peaceful inter-State
relations 3a our region,

Finally, the Liberian delegation wisher to register its appraciatioan of, and
satisfaction Wit h, the ® Xxoellent activities of the Department of Disarmament
Affairg under the able leadership of Mr. Akashi, Under-Secretary-General for
Disarmament Affairs. We |look forward to a continued, goOod working relaticuship.

The Biblical injunction in Chapter 2, verse 4 of the Book of Isaiah states:

“And he shall judge among thr nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they

shall boat their swords Iint0 plowshares, and their spears int0 prunianghooks:

nation shall not |ift wp sword against nation, neither shall they leara war

any more" .

These words have aonstitutsd the vary foundation of the United Nations amd the
noble objective on which it ha6 set its sights: the development of a peaceful
world order in which all nations would work together for the eommom good, without
fear of war because they have not only remounced war but converted their weapons to
peaceful uses. This objective may seem idealistic, but God's words are true. My
delegation believes that we are obligated to work for the achievement of this goal,

aot only for ourselves but for generations yet unborn.
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The CHAIRMAN: | shall now call on any representatives who wish to speak
in exercise ofthe right of reply. Before doing so, | renind representatives that
the Committee will follow the procedures that were outlined at the last neeting.
M. JerawDpI (Tunisia) (interpretation fromArabic): In exercise of the

right of reply, | should Iike to reply to the contention by the representative of
Israel in replying to the statement nmade by ny del egation on 24 Cctober. The
Israeli contention was that to address the question of Palestine or deal with the
policy of aggression and expansion pursued by Israel is a waste of this Committee's
time and a digression fromits agenda, since the Security Council is seized of
those matters.

Does anyone need remnding that the First Conmttee deals simlarly with
i ssues of security and disarmanent? Can any fair-mnded person argue that Israel's
intransigent colonialist and arbitrary policy and its objectives and practices of
aggression and expansion in the Arab region are anything but a serious threat to
the Mddl e Bast? Athreat indeed that far exceeds the boundaries of that region
since other renote countries, such as Tunisia, have not been safe from repeated
fsraeli aggression?

The fact of the matter isthat the Tunisian delegation, in its statenent,
dealt solely with the points that arerelevant to the work and concerns ofthis
Committee, nanely, security in the world. On the other hand, Israeli policy
continues to be a cause efthe arns race in the region in a way that no other
region of the world has ever experienced. Can the production and stockpiling of
nucl ear weapons by Israel be outside the scope ofthis Conmttee's work in the area
of disarmament, especially when Israel continues to refuse to accede to the
Ron-Proliferation Treaty and to place its nuclear installations under the
saf equards of the International Atom c Energy Agency (IABA)? The answer is no, if

we avoid selectivity. Israel has categorically and consistently refused to abide
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(Mr, Jerandi. Tunisia)
by any |aw or convention by which the entire international comunity abides. As
for the Israeli representative's contention that what is taking place in the
occupied Arab territories and in Al-Quds are matters hefore the Security Council
we all know that Israel's posture has always been a continued refusal to conply
with any Security Council resolution. It is the only State Menber of the United
Nations that openly declares its rejection of any Security Council resolution, just
exactly as it has rejected the recent Security Council resolution 672 (1990) and
thereby violated Article 25 of the Charter.

That is sufficient to denonstrate that nmy del egation has not gone beyond the
agenda of our Conmttee and has not wasted our Commttee's tinme. The reply of the
Israeli representative once again is sinply another episode in the series of
i npedi ments that Israel continues to put in the way of the United Nations to
prevent the organization fromdischarging its responsibilities towards the
Pal estinian people and the nmaintenance of peace and security in the Mddle East.

M. ZIPPORI (Israel): I have been caught by surprise. | had understood
that the rules ofour Conmttee were that statements in right ofreply shoul d be
made at the end of the nmeeting at which the statement to which the reply is being
given was made - or at the latest at the follow ng nmeeting. The Tunisian
representative wasted four days before he replied to ny statement in exercise of
the right of reply.

The only thing | should liketo say now is that once again reply of the
Tuni sian representative was another exanple of his wasting 10 mnutes of the
Conmttee's time on a subject which we are not dealing wth,

The CHAIRMAN: | call on the representative of Tunisia, whow shes to

speak in exercise ofhis second right of reply.
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Mr. JERANDI € Tunirsi a)e(interpnetationwfrom Arabic)t e d t o]
make sure that the representative of Israel has indeed understood what | have just
said. Neither he, individually, nor his country, should waste the tine of the
international communi ty - since the international commnity is still trying to find

solutions to this continuing problemin our region which suffers from violence and

instability.

The meetina rose at 4.55 p,m.




