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the Chaig.

meeting [ to order at 3.20 ».m.

AGENDA 1TEMS 45 TO 66 AND 155 (continued)

GENERAL pEBATE ON ALL DI SARVAVENT AGENDA 1TEMS

Mr SUTRESNA (| ndonesia): | should like to begin by expressing ny
del egation's great satisfaction at seeing M. Rama presiding over our
deliberations. W are happy that this session of the First committee i s chaired by
an outstanding representative of a fraternal country, Nepal, wth which Indonesia
has al ways maintained cordial relations. Being aware of his vast experience in
mul tilateral diplomacy, we are confident that under his chairmnship the Conmttee
wi Il produce substantive results. | also take this opportunity to extend ny
felicitations to the other menbers of the Bureau.

BeforeI proceed, it is a distinct honour and privilege for ne to convey,
through the kind internediary of the Soviet delegation, our congratulations to
Presi dent Mikhail Corbachev on the unique honour conferred upon himas the w nner
of the 1990 Nobel Peace Prire in recognition of his manifold contributions to
i nternational harnony and co-operation.

The First Commttee is nmeeting against the backdrop of some momentous changes
in the world. The cold war is over. The continent of Europe has undergone a
radical transformation during the past year as East-West relations have gone beyond
the | evel ofdétente. The threat of bloc confrontation has receded, thus creating
conditions for transformation within end between the two mlitary and political
alliances, The treaty on conventional armed forcesi n Europe, which has been

tentatively agreed to, hae set the stage fora meeting next month, when 34 nations

will sign that historic document, thereby marking the begi nning of anew security
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order for Europe. In other regions as well, the perceptible movement towards the
resolution of conflicts has helghtened the prospects of armament reductions. It
can therefore be said that avms limitation is finally starting to catch up with the
political evolution that has bean transforming the world order since last year.

Meanwhile, the ongoing negotiation8 between the United States and the Soviet
Union have alse opened up possibilities of reducing their huge arsenals. We
welcome in particular the agreement reached last June in the strategic arm8
reduction talks (START) on the framework of a treaty and look forward to its early
completion and full implementation,

None the less, it bear8 reiteration that the acquisition Of armaments, whether
nuclear or conventional, has shewvm hardly any tangible sign of abatement. The
undeniable reality is that weapon8 with incalculable consequences continue to be
added to the arsenals of mations. Likewise, inexorable advances in research and
development have led to new and more devastating weapon8 svatems. It is indeed
paradoxical that when conciliation, negotiation and co-operation have emerged as
the hallmark of relations among States, and when the threat of nuclear
confrontation ha8 appreciably diminici.ed, nuclear weapon8 are being continually
refined and more weapon8 Of ma88 destruction steadily accumulated. The challenge
before us therefore is to adopt effective strategies and measures involving,
inter alia, a clear definition of the stage8 of nuclear diearmament, the search for
alternative8 to reliance on nuclear weapoms, and the comclusion of binding
commitments by the nuclear State8 to refrain from the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapens . The second comprehemsive study on nuclear weapons, conducted
under the able and dedicated chairmanship f Ambassador Theorin of Sweden, ha8

rightly called our attention to these and other pertinent aspects.
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The convening of the Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) provided a unique opportunity for a
sober reassessment of the implementation of all the Treaty’8 provisions. Whereas
the three previous review exercise8 were held under the shadow of super-Power
rivalry and antagonism, the Fourth Review Conferemce was convened against the
backdrop of a favourable international political climate. Moreover, as it also
coincided with the twentieth year of the coming into force of the Treaty, it was
the justifiable expectation of the parties that it could become a milestone on the
road toward8 the cessation of the nuclear arm8 race, and nuclear disarmament.

However, to our dismay and disappointment, the participant8 failed to reach a
consensus on that issue of global concern and proved unable to adopt a final
document. At the Fourth Review Conference, therefore, Indonesia expressed the
serious misgivings that it shared with other non-nuclear State8 over the selective
application of the essential element8 of the Treaty and the meagre progress made in
the fulfilment of the commitment8 contained i n article VI.

Proposals for deep cuts in existing arsenal8 in the context of pursuing the
objective8 of that article have recently been touted. It is worth while recalling
in this context that at the First NPT Review Conference, held in 1975, the
non-aligned countries, with foresight and vision, proposed a 50 per cent reduction
of stockpiles. The rationale f or that proposal has become even more compelling
today. Such a reduction could be initiated through a mutually agreed moratorium on
new weapons development and should be rapidly reinforced by formal agreements on
weapons reduction. My delegation agrees that only through a bold and sweeping
departure from the military postures and doctrines of the past can we go to the

heart of the problem posed by the existence of nuclear weapons.
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In sum, from the historical perspective it waa heartening that the Fiecst and
Third Review Conference8 adopted Final Declarations, given the dismal failure of
the Second and Fourth Review Confereances. Only time will show whether the
non-proliferation Treaty will sustain it8 efficacy and attain it8 objectives or
lapse into less and less relevance to the quest for non-proliferation, the

promotion of peaceful uses of nuclear emergy and the attainment of nuclear

disarmament.

In seeking to de-escalate the nuclear arm8 race, the comclusion of a
comprehensive test ban is of decisive importance. The preoccupation of the General
Assembly with the qualitative aspects of nuclear armaments has been unequivocally

pronounced by the adoption of more than 70 resolutions on a conprehensi ve test-ban

treaty during the space of three decades.
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But neitherthe reaffirmtions ofadherence to existing treaty obligation8 nor
the | engthy debate8 in various forunB have had any discernable i npact in attaining
t hat goad. And because ofi t 8 Wi de-rangi ng ramifications, t he worl d ha8 necome
increasingly aware that this | ong-pending issue ha8 to be settled expeditiously and
once and for all.

| ndonesi a is one ofthe initiator8 ofthe anendnent Conference for the partial
test-ban Treaty which is schedul ed to be hel d next Jaauary and to which we attach
great inportance, a8 it would constitute a truly historie occasion i n Whi ch fort he
firsttime al | parties t0 a nucl ear arms-limitatiom treaty will participate inthe
negoti ation8 forendi ng nucl ear-weapon8 testing. The Conference al so offersan
unparalleledopportunity to conpl ement the advance8 bei ng made i n bil ateral
negotiations and i n ot her forums. My del egation woul d expect that these will be
nurtured ama built upon, to enable us to nove forward with a sense Of urgency and
responsibility.

Duringt he past three decade8 thereha8 been sustained i nterest in the
establishment Of nuclear-weapon-free tone8, on the initiative and through the
effort8 ofthe coneerned countries. There zomes offeraparticularly viable
alternative in order to ensure the conplete absence of nuclear weapon8 and
guarantees Of non-use Of such Wweapons. The peaceful uses of nucl ear energy can
also be promoted Wit hin the sones. At the heart ofthe approach is the f£irm
convi ction that regional co-operation will have a positive influence on security,

i nduce restraint i n armaments, and nitigate regional |y sourced arnB races.

, I n the context oft he Association of Bouth-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), t he
pronotion of regional political, econom c andeultural co-operation haS8been
emphasized, rather than the military aspect, as a basis for security. Thus,
members of ASEAN have contained the growt h oftheirnilitary establishments by

pronoti ng cohesion t hr ough mechanisms for collective responsesto conflicting
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pressures. At the summit neeting held in Decenber 1987, ASEAN Heads of State or
Gover nment cal | ed for intensified effortst O ensuret he early establishment ofa
nucl ear-weapon-free tone i n South-East Asia. Such a zome is particularly desirable
in that region, which ha8 a |ong history of endemic conflict and instability. The
final stretch ofthe process towards a comprehensive settlement Of the Canbodi an
conflict offer8 a unigue opportunity for ASEAW and other countries in the region to
redoubl e their endeavours fort he early establishment Of a nuclear-weapon-free zone
as an essential conponent ofa zone Of peace, freedomand neutrality. Despite
these conpel ling reason8 and the strong desire of the countries of the region, the
creation ofsucha zone has encountered form dabl e obstacles. \¥ hope that the
States concerned W | | eschewnarrew national interests and facilitate it8
establ i shnent by undertaking-the necessary neasure8 and commtnment8 to emsure it8
effectiveness.

Wth regard to the work ofthe Disarmament Commission, if | nmay be permtted
to say so fromny vantage point a8 Chairman of that body, therewa8 an overriding
determ nation to conplete the task With regardto the itenB beforeit. For
instance, the Contact Groupon nucl ear issues agreed on a nunber of recommendations
containing a carefully bal anced package. Wile an agreenent on aconplete set of
recommendations pr oved elusive, still the partial success is encouraging for
further consideration in other foruns. Sinmilarly, the adoption of proposals to
strengthen f urther the rol e ofthe United Nations on disarmament issues ref| ected
the inportance ofthe nmultilateral process.Inthe field of conventional
armaments, t he Commission | dentified a number ofapecific issuves and possible
measures { hat woul d contribute to the ultimate objective og general amdconpl ete
disarmament UNder international control,

Asignificant achi evenent was t he adoption of thedocunent concerning ways and

means t 0 enhance the functioning oft he Disarmament Commission. That agresment,
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which was the culmination of experience gained since 1979, has provided a solid
basis on which to improve the efficiency and efficacy of the Commission. The
Commission will henceforth have a limited working agenda of four items for in-depth
consideration and no subject would, in principle, be maintained for more then three
consecutive years. In that regard, it was recognised that the selection of items
is of crucial importance and that during the current session of the First committee
delegations should continue consultations on the question of a working agenda
for 1991.

It is indeed gratifyiug to note trat the Disarmament Commission. being a
deliberative body, has provasd its utility in defining and elaborating various
issues since its reconstitution and has thus prepared the ground for subsequent
negotiations. In line with this approach, it could also assist the general
Assembly in making it8 own assessment of the status of various agreements and
treaties that have already been reached and of improvements that are necessary,
And it can clarify a number of issues that at present cloud the endeavours that are
being made either bilaterally, regionally or globally to achieve the goals
otipulated in the Final Document.

Many speakers have made positive comments about the results that were achieved
by the Disarmament Commission during its substantive session in May this year. |
am grateful for that, but the credit goes to the whole membership, including all
the political groups and chairmen of the subsidiary bodies, without whose
co-operation, support and understanding it would not have been possible to reach
the stage we are at today. Our appreciation should also be extended to the
Secretariat staff, in particular to Mr. Lin, Secretary of the Disarmament

commission.
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My del egation wel cones the report by the group of experts on the role ofthe
United Nations in the field ofverification. It is atinely contribution in the
context of prospects for progress on arns |imtation anddi sarmanent agreements.

Al though our collective experience in this field is limted, a nunber of
co-operative nmeasures have already been concluded in some existing treaties, or are
under consideration forfuture treaties. M delegation is heartened that the
report has affirmed that the formand nodalities of verification in any specific
agreenent shoul d depend upon the purposes, scope and nature of the agreement, and
provide for the participation ofall parties directly or through the United Nations.

In this regard, thereporthas considered a nunmber of relevant factors
i ncluding, inter alia, the criteria for workable standards for verification, and
the problens and prospects for internatiomalizing the verification processin both
scope and participation, as well as its legal, technological and financia
inplications. W believe that the approaches contained in the report deserve our
full consideration. W endorsein particular the conclusion that the Organization,
through an evol utionary process, should be accorded au appropriate role in the
verification process as a whole. Such an objective can be attained through the
creation ofa &a base under the auspices ofthe United Nations as an essentia
conponent of a verification nechani sm

In addition, it would al so be necessary to determine initially the
institutional framework - whether we are goingto have separate arrangements for
each agreement, such as a conprehensive nuclear-test ban or cheni cal - weapons ban,
or one conprehensive organi sation within which various provi si ons, procedures and
t echni ques could be devel oped and naintained. It is also easential in this context
to consider a role forthe International Atomc Energy Agency, which has acquired
val uabl e experience t hrough am extensive system ofi nspection. To the extent

relevant, that experience m ght be ofuse in comnection Wi th the verification of
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future arns-limtation agreements. O equal inportance is the question of
participation, especially of States which do not nave adequate technical
capabilities and whose role and responsibility should be on the basis of the
principle of non-discrimnation.

| ndonesia's particular concern over the continuing build-up of naval armaments

and the rapid devel opment of new naval weapon systens is well known and shoul d be
well under st ood, given my country's specific geographic and geostrategic

configurations.
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My delegation is therefore gratified that substantive consideration of the
naval dimension ofthe global arnms race in all its ramifications has bem
initiated. The ongoing efforts have until now focused on auclear and conventi onal
armaments, enconpassing | and and air forces. However, the interdependence Of | and,
air and naval forces has ealled attention to the need t0 W den the negotiations to
i ncl ude naval forces.

AW de range Of possible neasures and avenues of action that could be the
subj ect ofnegotiations in appropriate forumshas already been identified. W
shoul d, in particular, pursue the objective ofmultilateral agreements on the
questions Of short- and nedi umrange sea-borme Nucl ear weapons, prevention of
incidents on and over the high seas, modernizing the existing | aws ofsea warfare,
safety Quidelines for sea-born8 nuclear reactors, rights of non-belligerent and
neutral States amd openness and transparency on naval matters, and a host of
others. Finally, my del egation believes that the resolute pursuit of
confidence-buil ding measures woul d constitute a solid foundation for the
consideration of significant reductions in conventional and nuclear naval arnaments
and armea f Or ces.

Ever since the adoption ofthe Declaration of the Indian Ccean as a Zone of
Peace, my Governnent has been aware of the potential benefits it8 inplementation
would bring for the littoral and hinterland States a8 well as forexternal Powers.
Considering its strategic | ocation and thedynam cs flow ng froma nul titude of
regi onal and extraregionalfactors, the inportance of maintaining peace and
stability in the Indian Ocean i S self-evident. The fact that itslittoral and
hinterland area i s overwhel nmingly conmposed of new y independent andnon-aligned
States eager to harness their abundant resources for devel opment adds poignancy to
the question of zonal peace. The complex ramifications oft he problems i nvol ved

and t he aiffering percepti ons of them can be addressed comprehensively only t hrough




EMS/5 A/C.1/45/PV.16
12

(Mr. Sutresna, Indonesia)
the long-pending international Conference on the Indian Oceau. Indonesia and other
non-aligned States remain fully committed to its being convened in 1992, and we
appeal to the major maritime users and the permameat members of the Security
Council to cxtenmd their co-operation,

Turning now to non-nuclear issuwes, the specific characteristica of chemical
weapons and the magnitude of their destructive effects, as vividly demonstrated in
recent conflict situations, have long reinforced my Goveramemt's conviction that
the moat viable instrument for totally banning these abhorrent weapons would be a
comprehensive and verifiable convention with universal adherence. One of the main
problems faced by the Conference on Disarmament ut the moment is the inclusion of
provisions that will ensure the total destruction of existing arsenals, Hence, the
interests of States which do not possess chemical weapons will have to be
safeguarded through a system of sanctions, assistance and protection against their
use, as well as through economic and technological co-operation ia the peaceful use
of chemicals. It is regrettable that, despite the earnmest hope of many States for
the early conclusion of the coaveation, the work of the Conference on Disarmament
this year fell short of expectatioms. My delegation therefore hopes that
negotiations will be reinforced by a semse of increased vigour and greater
political will, particularly on the part of States possessing the largest arsenals
of chemical weapons.

Indonesia shares the concern of other members over the accumulation of
conventional armaments in many regions, which has had a severe impact on the global
economy. New technologies have also greatly changed our understanding of these
armaments. The greater sophistication of these weapons has rendered heretofore
invulnerable defences totally unprotected. Their costs have become astronomical,

while the pressure to acquire them is all too evident.
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In this context, the transfer of weapons to areas of tension has negatively
affected the prospects of peace and security and strengthened the forces opposed to
disarmament. It should also be recognised that transfers rendered possible as a
result of specific agreements in one region equally hamper attainment of the
objective of disarmament. Hence, the issue of tranefere of arms should be
addressed in conjunction with the question of reducing tension, enhancing
confidence and promoting peaceful settlement. Other faotors relevant to the
complexity of the problem include intraregional competition in the military field,
as well as matters of political and strategic importance to the major military and
supplier countries. All this illustrates some of tha interweaving factors that
complicate the prospects for restraint on arms transfers and call attention to the
multidimensional nature of the problems involved. Indonesia believes that through
the mechanism of regional consultative forums on security and disarmament and
through other appropriate modalities the international community can resolve the
dilemmas attendant upon the question of arms transfers.

In conclusion, we now have a rare opportunity to shed, in two generations, the
burdens of militarisation and over-armament. The time has come for the competition
in armaments to be replaced by the pursuit of common security, with the promise of
a safer and more prosperous future for all mankind. The path towards attaining
these objectives is through productive multilateral negotiations based on the
immutable principles of equality, reciprocity and the equal obligations and
responsibilities of all States. Yet there has been no movement away from the
bilateraliaation of disarmament negotiations on important and urgent questions,
especially with regard to nuclear arms. It is therefore essential to reaffirm the
<entral role and primary responsibility of the United Nations in disarmament and

the effectiveness of the machinery and procedures of the multilateral process.
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Mr, TUN (Myanmar): | wish to begin by conveying to the Chairman ny
del egation's warm congratul ations on his assunption ofthat post. My delegation is
doubly pleased to do so since we are famliar with the outstanding diplomtic
skills he has so anply denonstrated in the United Nations and since he represents a
peaceful country to which ny own, Mjanmar, is bound by strong ties of culture and
friendship. Qur congratulations go also to other officers of the Conmttee on
their well-deserved election. | assure the Chairman of the Myanmar del egation's
full support as he carries out his inportant responsibilities.

| take this opportunity to expressour deep appreciation to the Chairman of
the Conmttee at the forty-fourth session, Anbassador Tayl hardat of Venezuela, for
the nost skilful manner in which he guided the work of the Committee | ast year. |
should also |i ke to express the gratitude of the Myannmar delegation to
Under - Secret ary- General Yasushi Akashi and his able team for the excellent job they
continue to do in the Departnent for Disarmanent Affairs.

W are gathered here at a time of phenonenal transformations in international
relations. As we |ook back overthe past 12 nonths we can see extraordinary
political devel opments, which have unfol ded at a pace none of us could have
imagi ned only a few years ago. The consolidation of the qualitative change in the
. relationship between the two super-Powers and between the two major alliances in
the past year has brought the world to the threshold ofa new era in which
political and security needs will be vastly different from those of the period of
the cold war. As the Chairman of ny delegation put it in his statement in the
General Assenbly,
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"Ideological barriers which had once genmerateed a deep-se&ted adversary
psychosis and which had long bedevilled relations among States have virtually
disappeared. These have given way to new attitude8 and perceptions, resulting
in a new pattern of relationship that has moved beyond the stage of a mere
relaxation of tension to a stage of active co-operation and partnership."

(A/45/PV,.26, p, 3)
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Even as we wel cone the dramatic changes taking place around us and | ook
forward to the dawn of a newera of peace and security, our hopes nust be tenpered
by the fact that the changes have not been uniformy positive. The omninous clouds
of war casting long shadows over the Qulf region only serveto remnd us that it is
not the end ofthe cold war alone that can assure us of a nore peaceful, just and
secure international order

As we stand on the threshold of a new era, an optimstic view can be
mai ntai ned only when we know that justice will prevail and when the needs of the
international comunity as a whole are fully addressed. That is why the high Ieve
of understanding and farsightedness displayed by the global Powers, commendable
though it may be, is notin itself sufficient to resolve outstanding conflicts and
to promote devel opment. It must be accompanied by genuine efforts to ensure that
the gap between the North and the South does not becone even wider as the East-West
divide narrows. The stability of the international order will greatly depend on
whet her the glaring economc gap between the rich and the poor will be allowed to
remain. Mre equitable and efficient economc relations among the nations of the
world will surely reinforce the peace and stability we hope to achieve through
disarmanent. Now that the initial steps towards disarmanent have been taken, we
feel that the resources thus released could be gainfully used to alleviate the
plight of the devel oping countries.

Anoteworthy aspect of the fast-evolving international political situation is
the emergence of a eollegial spirit anong the permanent nembers of the Security
Council, which has significantly enhanced its effective functioning. Wile ny
del egation wel cones this devel opment, we feel the world nust pay heed to the
caution sounded by the Secretary-CGeneral in his latest report on the work of the

Organization:
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» .. agreement anmong the major Powers nust carry with it the support ofa

majority of Member States if it is to make the desired inpact on theworld

situation. It is the willing endorsement of the decisions of the Security

Counci| by the international comunity that can best counter any inpression,

likely to create anxiety, ofworld affairs being run by a directorate".

(Az4571, D 13)

The (rowi ng nonentum of trust and confidence generated by the positive and
profound changes in the relationship between the two mlitarily nmost significant
States, coupled with the dem se of blocs, have opened new possibilities for
di sarmanment. At such a propitious tinme, disarmnent guestions that have so far
defied solution need to be tackled urgently so as to ensure that disarmnent,
détente and devel opnent, which interact, will become a self-generating process. W
must continue to seekmeasures to prevent armanent, neasures to limt armament,and
measures of disarmament at every level, global, regional and subregional. These
measures nust include the whole disarmament spectrum from nuclear and ot her
weapons of nass destruction to conventional arns.

There is universal recognition ofthe fact that nuclear weapons pose the
greatest damger to the survival of mankind and that their limtation, reduction and
ultimate elimnation mustremain at the top ofthe di sarmament agenda.

My del egation therefore welcomes the fact that the United States and the
Soviet Union in inplementing the 1987 Treaty on the Elimnation of Their
I nt er medi at e- Range and Shorter-Range Mssiles - the IR® Treaty- have actual ly
reduced their nuclear araenala. Atthe sanme timewe cannot | o0se sight of the fact
that internediate-range nuclear mssiles represeatonly the tip of the iceberg, and
that nuch nore needs to be done to eliminate 1arge Stockpiles ofstrategi ¢ nuclear
weapons remai ning in their arsenals. Mankind's goal of a nuclear-weapon-free WOr| d

i S now movingi nto the real mofthe possible, and we encourage al|l concerned to

L
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redouble their efforts to achieve it. In that regard we note with satisfaction the

very positive statement of Presidents Bush and Gorbachev made at the end of their
recent Washington sunmt, assuring the world that the objectives of the future
negotiations on strategic offensive arnms will be to reduce further the risk of
outbreak of war, particularly nuclear war, and to ensure strategic stability,
transparency and predictability through further stabilizing reductions in the
strategic arsenals of both countries.

Ve ook forward to the signing of the forthcomng treaty under the Strategic
Arms Reduction Tal ks (START), and hope that further steps will be taken to reduce
and elimnate other categories of nuclear weapons not covered by the START régime.
Wwe al so hope that as progressive cuts are made in the nuclear arsenals of the two
super-Powers, the remai ni ng nucl ear-weapon States wi || associate thenselves with
the process of halting and reversing the nuclear-arns race.

The achi evenent of a conprehensive test ban remains a primary objective of the
i nternational community. Despite this and despite the upturn in the internationa
political climte, there has been no let-up in the qualitative inprovenent of
nucl ear weapons. W find it beyond reason to condone continued testing
particularly at a time when first steps are actually being taken to elimnate
nuclear \\eapons and when the threat of other States crossing the nuclear threshold
is growing, \ firmy believe that a conprehensive nuclear-test ban woul d
contribute significantly to the aimof halting and reversing the nuclear-arms race
and achi eving nucl ear di sarnanent.

We are therefore concerned by the continued nuclear tests in the South Pacific

agai nst the w shes of the peoples ofthat region, a region which has declared

itself nuclear-free.
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The urgency of achieving a conprehensive test ban and the aangers i nherent in
continuing nuclear tests were dramatically highlighted by Soviet Foreign Mnister
Eduar d shevardnadsze in his statenent to the General Assenbly on 25 Septenber, when
he said:

“as a matter of utnost urgency, nuclear tests have to be stopped. [If testing

I's stopped, we have a chance to suevives otherwise the world will perish.”

(A/45/PV.6, . 53)

As set outinthe Final Docunent ofthe first special session ofthe General
Assembly devoted to disarmanent, the Conference on Disarmanent, as the single
multilateral negotiating forumon such issues, nust be accorded a primary role in
negotiations ona nucl ear-test ban. Wetherefore welcome wWith deep satisfaction
the re-establishment i N Jul y, after seven yecar8 Of stalemate, oft he A3 Hoe
Committee ON a Nuclear-Test Dan. \ are convinced that currently available
verification techaniques, both national and international , are sufficient to support
t he comprehensivetest-ban treaty we envi sage.

Qur preoccupation w th nucl ear weapons shoul d not deflect our atteatiom from
chemical weapons, anot her class of mass-destruction weaponswhose total and
comprehensive banning cannotand Nust not be del ayed any further. My delegation,
representing a country that 5s unequi vocal |y committed to the achi evenent ofsucha
ban, a coumtry that neither possesses such weaponsmer hasthe intention of
acquiring them took heart at the significant progress achieved | ast year at
variousi nt ernational forumstowards agreememt On a chem cal weapons convention.

It isa matter fore regret that the expectations and opti m sm of| ast year have
given way te frustration.

\\é welcome t he United States-Soviet agrasment Of 1 June, which complements

| ast December's Wyoming agreement and which provi des not only forthe destruction
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of the bulk of their chemical-weapon stocks but also for cessation of the
production of such weapons.

Important and welcome as those agreemeats are, our goal of a universal and
comprehensive convention on the prohibition of the development, production and
stockpiling of chwewical weapons and on their destruction can only be achieved
through multilateral negotiations. The Conference on Disarrament, the single
multilateral forum for disarmament negotiations, has already done extensive work on
all aspects of a draft convention and has identified all principal issues that need

to be addressed.



RM/7 A/C.1/45/PV.16
21

(Mr. Tun, Myanmar)

VW woul d strongly urge those States that have taken positions that mlitate
agai nst achi eving a conprehensive, non-discrimnatory and effectively verifiable
convention to reconsider their positions so that the Conference can now nove
forward expedi tiously towards achieving its objectivesat an early date.

The prinmacy of nuclear weaponsshoul d not distract us fromthe search for
meaningful |imtation neasures in the field ofconventional arms. Wile weapons of
mass destruction, particularly those using uncontrolled nuclear and thernonucl ear
reaction for their destructive power, are the ones whose wsewoul d bring about the
extinction Of the human race, it is conventional armanents that pose an everyday
threat to the security of States, especially the snaller ones, in various parts of
the world, The events of 2 Augustin the Gulf and the subsequent build-up of
massi ve opposing forces in the region starklyillustrate this danger. The danger
of such arns has been realised by the States of Europe, where arns control 5s
finally starting to catch upwith the political revolution that hastransformea
that continent. The positive outcome ofthe negotiations on conventional forces in
Europe will no doubt result in a stable and secure balance at a lower |evel of
conventional forcesim Europe. It is our earnest hope and expectation that those
nmul tilateral efforts and unilateral initiatives wll be emulated by States in other
regions of the world where the need to reduce massive conventional armouries is no
| ess acute.

The nassive build-up of conventional weapons far beyond the |egitimte needs
of self-defence that is being relentlessly pursued by SOMe countries i S causing
growing concern amd exerting a destabilizing effect in various regions, The matter
deserves serious consideration.

The spirit ofconciliation prevailing in the world has resulted im the

enhancenent of the United Matious role. This, in turn, has provided a fresh
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impetus to the disarmament machinery within the framework of the Organisation. In
the past yesr the United Nations Disarmament Commission has achieved commendable
success, due largely to the recent rationalisation of its work. The Commission was
able to finalise recommendations on four agenda items thanks to the leadership
provided by Ambassador Nana Sutresma of Indonesia. My delegation wishes to express
its deep appreciation to him.

A8 we stand at the crossroads of a new and promising era of co-operation and
partnership the possibility of achieving disarmament has never been greater. We
must ensure that the momentum created in t he past year will be maintained in the
years ahead.

Mc. PITARKA (Albania): On behalf of the delegation of the People’s
Socialist Republic of Albania | should like to address to the Chairman our warm
congratulations upon his election to pﬁreside over the First Committee and to wish
him and the Bureau further successos in guiding its deliberations.

Again this year the agenda of the First Committee includes a wide range of
issues, from general nuclear and conventi onal di sarmanent to the problens of
regional disarmament. The diversity of issues on our agenda clearly testifies to
t he ever-nounting and continuous concernoft he international comunity over the
arms race, and to its ongoing demand that the concerns ofthe peoples for
international security be addressed. Weare all wtnesses to the fact that fora
very long time the problems ofdisarmament have been deafl ocked. Instead of
enj oyi ng any real steps towards disarmament, the wor|d hascontinued to face
confrontation, Whi ch has expressed itself in the intensification and the
quantitative and qualitative escal ation ofthe armsrace. Those processes have led

to tre creation ofgreat nuclear and conventional potentials on our planet.
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The present session of the United Nation8 General Assembly s being held
against the background of some positive and encouraging development8 in the
international situation, although various political, ideological, economic an4
social conflict8 still persist, and the factor8 and causes that created them have
not been eliminated. That 4s why a constructive and objective consideration of the
problems of disarmament requires special attention se that further impetus may be
given to positive trends and contradictory problem8 may be challenged in order that
we may avoid the dangers that threaten peace and general security.

We are of the opinion that the question of disarmament is confronted at
present with great and complex challenges such a8 the reduction and complete
elimination of all nuclear weapoms, the reduction Of conventional weapons, the
prevention of the proliferation of the arms race into outer space, the signing of
the convention on chemical weapoms, naval disarmament, and 80 on.

The cessation of the nuclear-arm8 race and the achievement of real nuclear
disarmament ha8 always had primacy in the deliberation8 of our Committee, of the
General Assembly and of many other multilateral agencies. At the same time they
have had priority in many bilateral or multilateral regional negotiations. That is
because the international community feel8 ever-increasing concera at the tremendous
menace those weapons pose to international peace and security and to the very
existence of our planet. It is now widely recognised that the people8 of the world
cannot be free from anxiety 80 long a8 huge nuclear arsenals exist and 80 long as
new programmes for their further sophistication continue, At the same time it ha8
now become imperative for the international community to persevere even more to

ensure the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. Each of us is fully aware that
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the acquisition of nucl ear weapon8 by additional States would be as dangerous as

the continuation of the nuclear-arns race anong the nucl ear-weapon States.

The international comunity has appreciated and wel coned the signing and the
initial progress made in the inplementation of the Treaty between the United States
of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Limtation of Their
| nt er nedi at e- Range and Shorter-Range Mssiles, the INP Treaty. It is |ikew se
encouragi ng the ongoi ng di al ogue between the United States and the Soviet Union to
make further advances towards deeper cuts in their nucleararsenals. It is the
wi sh of the peoples and peace-loving countries that those negotiations. and those
between the two mlitary and political alliances in Europe in the field of
di sarmament, may provide real and substantive results.

Although it is far fromour intention to discount the significance of the
steps taken so far, we are of the opinion thatthere is still a long way to go
before we reach the |ong-sought goal of the international comunity that the
process of nuclear disarmanent becone irreversible. W therefore hold the view
that the two super-Powers, the United States and the Soviet Union, which possess
the | argest nucl ear arsenals, bear special responsibilities and therefore shoul d be
the first to take the lead in efforts towards the elimnation and cessation ofthe
nucl ear-arns race as well as the final destruction of such weapons. The Al banian
del egation shares the view expressed by the Secretary-CGeneral, M. Javier Perez de
Cuellar, in his report on the work of the Organisation, when he states that the
process of deeper cutsin the strategic arsenals of the two super-Powers;

»should eventual |y be expanded to incorporate all other typesof nuclear

weapons, including those of theother nuclear-weapon States." (AZ&5/1. p. 18)
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The People's Socialist Republic of Albania has given and continues to give
particular attention to the cessation of the nuclear-arns race, thereby expressing
its lofty commtnment to international peace and security. Quided by that concern
and aspiration, the Al banian Government has becone a Party to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear \Wapons and has thus expressed its own commtnent to
making a real contribution to efforts to make that Treaty a genuine, universal and
effective instrunent to ensure the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and to

proceed towards their total elimnation.
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Wthin the framework of efforts to achieve general and conplete disarmanent
conventional disarmanent has always occupied a special place. 1t is well known
that almost 80 per cent ofglobal mlitary expenditures go to conventional
armament, and even nore tragic is the fact that since the Second Wrld War nore
than 20 mllion people have been killed in conflicts and wars wagea with
conventional weapons. Furthermore, the economies of many devel oping countries are
being drained of huge' resources because of their purchases of sophisticated
conventional weapons and armanents, while the arnms-supplying countries are deriving
ever-greater profits fromthe sale of such weapons.

W are actually faced with a dangerous phenonenon in the field of conventiona
armaments, nanely, the application of scientific and technol ogi cal achievenents to
the devel opnent of conventional weaponry. The qualitative inprovement in
conventional weapons and the creation of a new generation of such weaponry is
leading to a new and spiralling acceleration ofthe arms race. It is, ofcourse,
quite logical to say that nothing is achieved by the destruction of some weapons if
existing arsenals of conventional weapons are qualitatively inproved. W tharefore
believe that it is high tine to give serious consideration to the qualitative
aspect of the conventional arms race, for the stockpiling of such weapons, along
with their sophistication, is leading to a further shrinking of the demarcation
line between nuclear and conventional weapons as regards their dangerous
conseguences.

Atthe Paris Conference on chem cal weapons held in January 1989 the
participating States issued a unaninous call for the conclusion, as soon as
possi bl e, of an agreement on a convention for the conplete prohibition of the
devel opnent, production, stockpiling, transfer and use of chenical weapons and for
their thorough destruction. Since then, continuous effortshave been made by the

international comunity in various internaticaal forumsto achi eve that objective.
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However, despite such efforts there still remain many complex problems that impede
the conaluefon of the comvention and the attainment of itS fundamental objective,
namely, the complete prohibition and destruction of chemical weapons. Another
disturbing faotor is the indication that various Powers are not only continuing to
produce and stockpile chemical weapons but to work towards their further
sophistication as well. It is therefore imperative and timely to consolidate the
joint emdeavoura and political good will of the internatiomal community to achieve
t he final destruction of that category of deadly weapons.

Europe is the continent with the largest stockpiles of both nuclear and
conventional weapons. For a long time that fact, coupled with the political and
ideological confrontation, forced that continent to bear a heavy military,
economic, social and psychological burden. Europe therefore welcomes the efforts
being made by the European countries to overcome that situation. The proposals
made within the framework of the negotiations on conventional forces in Europe have
created a context in whi ch the heavy military burden upon the continent may be
eased, The negotiations on measures to strengthen security and co-operation in
Eurdpe, the so-called Helsinki process, constitute another step towards that goal.
We consider that process to be of special importance, and we have therefore joined
it and have participated in a number of activities with the clear intention of
marching on in that direction.

In the efforts being made to carry out the lofty task of safeguarding and
strengthening international peace and security the United Nations has become a
prominent forum in which all Member States, large or small and from every region
and continent, make their contribution to the process of ending the arms race and
avoiding the dangers created by the intensification of the arms race. The very

fact that almost one fourth of the resolutions adopted each year by the General
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Assembly deal with disarmament issues eclearly proves the deep and long-standing
concern of our Organisation for those issues. It also refleets another fact,
namely, that the United Natioms should be in the forefront of endeavours being made
in this field, endeavours that would produce positive results i€ the international
community were to increase still further its owm efforts within the Organisation to
push ahead with new and encouraging processes for easing regional tsasions, solving
disputes in a peaceful manner and bolstering confidence-building measures in all
regions where hotbeds of tension and ooaflict still exist.

Notwithstanding all those initiatives, from long historiec experience we cannot
fail to see that disarmament is not merely a question of resolutions, conventions
or treaties to be concluded. In fact, there has beea an abundance of them. The
main problem is how to turn them iato effective measures that can lead us to real
disarmament, measures that are implemented through the elimination of nuclear,
conventional and chemical weapons. Such measures should enable us to avoid the
dangers Of local wars and conflicts and lead to the comsolidation of the rule of
law and order in international relations through the principle of the non-use of
force.

Through the joint efforts of the international community conditions would be
created that could lead to streamlining the colossal expenditures being made to
produce and sell means of mass destruction and our planet Earth could thus be
spared the catastrophe of its own destruction.

In conclusion, | should like to state that the Albanian delegation will spare
no effort in making its contribution to this rather complex process, which is vital
for the destiny and the present and future of mankind.

Mrs, MANTILLA (Ecuador)(interpretation from Spanish): | should like

first to congratulate the Chairman on his election to preside over the First
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Committee. His diplomatic skills and well-known experience augur well for the
success of our work. | should also like to congratulate the other of fi cers of the
Committee and members of the Secretariat.

In the course of the general debate att he forty--fourth session of the General
Assembly last year we referred to the dynamic changes that were occurring ia the
international arena and that were being reported daily in the world press. All of
us, with well-founded optimism, foresaw the emergence of a world that would offer
better opportunties for people of good will to work together towards agreement.

Today, we note with profound satisfaction that thoso positive trends have
grown stronger and have begun to bear fruit. In describing the new stage in
international relations, it is said, first, that the cold war is over and that we
are now in the post-cold-war era. Such a statement has manifold and profound
implications. Now that an end has been put to the cold war, doors have been opened
to universal democratisation, to the promotion an& respect of fundamemtal freedoms
and human rights and to the establishment of international justice. | n other
words, tha goals the United Nations set for itself when it was founded in 1945 are
now more attainable.

S8ecandly, it has been noted that the best way to achieve those goals is
through dialogue and common enterprise. In that connection respect for the rule of
law assumes parsmount importance. We all want to live in peace and to achieve
progress in solidarity. We are aware of the anachronism of personal and national

egoism, Solidarity brings us together and makes us one.
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Peace implies the total abolition of the illegal wse of f orce and the
affirmation of shared progress. 1Ia his report on the external debt crisis and
development the personal represeatative of t he Secretary-Gemeral stated that in
coming years the four enemies of development - which is the new name for

peace - will be war, poverty, 4indebtedneas and the destruatioa of the environment,

all of which are closely related,
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In the specific area with which we deal in this Conmttee, we would point out
that, with the end of the cold war, its causes and its consequences shoul d
di sappear and the first among themthe mstrust and nutual m sgivings, the
accumulation Of Wweapons, the fierceconpetition - in short, the arms cace. W nust
not he so naive as to think that there are not still dangers for which we nust be
prepared, but we nust acknow edge that many of the conflicts of the past have been
the product of nutual distrust and of an erroneous policy of seakimg Security
through the anassing of weapons.

Having elimnated this negative political position, it is now necessary to
re-define the scope and the mechanisns of international security, and nove forwara,
dynamcal |y and decisively, along the path of disarmament. Steps have been taken
along this line, particularly bilaterally, but it is indispensable that this
progress i n negotiations between the t wo super-Powers be refl ect ed multilaterally.%

W are all interested in stopping and reversing the accumul ation of nuclear
weapons with a viewto elimnating themconpletely. Al though the Fourth Revi ew
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
VWeapons, which was held in Geneva, did not conclude its workwith the adoption ofa
Final Document, none the less it provided an opportunity fora productive debate on
fundamental aspects of the non-proliferation Treaty, W th reference, for example,
to itsfunctioning, criteria oa safeguards and security guarantees, and the
preparation of the conference on its extemsion that is to be held in 1995.

The non-proliferation Treaty is gaining strength with the adherence of new
States. The intention of some Governments ofthose which have adheredto the

Treaty, or have announced their intention to doso, is to be commended, The Treaty

* The Chairman returned to the Chair,
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has contributed to the prevention of the proliferation of nuclear weapons and has
pronoted the use of nuclear energy for exclusively peaceful purposes.

The conplete prohibition of nuclear testing has always been closely related to
aconplete ban on nuclear testing. The role of these tests in the quantitative and
qual itative devel opnent of nuclear arsenals is well known. \What is more its
negative inpact on the general devel opment of all peoples and on the protection of
the environment cannot be denied. In the new era of universal tolerance and
understandi ng, the continuation of nuclear tests is becomng increasingly
i nconprehensi bl e, absurd and worthy of condemmation. | nust recall in this
connection the unswerving position taken by the States menbers of the South-Pacific
Conmi ssion, which have protested nuclear testing in the Pacific Ccean.

The preparation of a treaty totally banning nuclear testing nust be a priority
for the international conmunity. In accordance with this principle, several
countries have promofed the convening of a conference to amend the partial test-ban
Treaty. T his praiseworthy initiative has encountered many procedural obstacles,
whi ch nust be overcome. The Conference, for which a preparatory neeting was held
inthe mddle of this year, will hold its substantive session in January in New
York. W hope, and indeed appeal to all countries, particularly those that have
nucl ear arsenals, to act in such a way that thepolitical wll in favour of peace -
repeat edly expressed by their |eaders and strengthened by denonstrations in support
of such a policy - will permt full success of the January conference. W further
believe that the Ad Ho¢ Conmittee which was re-established this year in the
Conference on Disarmament can gain in efficiency and make progress in the anal yses
and negotiations on this subject.

In the course of 1989, neetings on chem cal weapons were held in Paris and
Canberra - a topic regarding whichthe international comunity has wel coned the

agreementsent ered into by the United States and the Soviet Union. The Paris
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Conference reaffirned the need to speed up the work of t he Conference on
Disarmanent and invited all States that had not yetdone so to ratify the Geneva
Protocol of 1925.

During the meeting of the Heads of State of the United States and the Soviet
Union held in Washington this year, an agreenent was entered into on the
destruction and non-production of ehemie=: weapons. It also included additional
measures to facilitate a multilateral convention on the production of such
weapons. Progress must be made in the nultilateral negotiations to conclude a
convention on the prohibition of the production, stockpiling and use of chem cal
weapons and on their destruction.

In order to achieve all such goals, we nust count onthe unequivocal wll of
the countries that produce, purchase and sell weapons and on the ability ofthe
United Nations to take action in this regard.

Arms transfers not only have an inpact on peace and on the disturbance of
peace, br~ al so on devel opnent and the elimnation of development. W nust think
about a mew concept of international security, one that cannot be based onthe
proliferation of wars but rather on the highest ethical and legal order. In order
to achieve that goal it is necessary to proceed to strengthen |aw and constantly
reinvigorate our Organisation. Atthe same time,we nust pronote
confidence-buil ding neasures among States and nations. Concurrently, practical
measures must be adopted, including a registry oc thetransfer ofconventional arns.

In this connection, mydelegation agrees with the proposals put forward in the
menor andum by the Sovi et umien entitled "The United Nations in the
post-confrontationworld * (A/45/626).

Inconclusion, | wish to referto the fact that wemust£ind better and nore
effective ways to deal with aisarmament. topiesin all of the relevant bodies ofths

Organisation. The D sarmanent Commission, im an effortat rationalization, di d
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encouraging work at its session in May. Now, the First Committee must supplement
~hose efforts. Accordingly, we welcome the Chairman’s initiative to hold
open-ended meetings with a view to enhancing the efficiency of our work. This
rationalisation should first and foremost consider the possibility of action within
the United Nations and within the international context and taking advantage of the
good climate in the international sphere in order to advance the work on general
and complete disarmament.

Today we are celebrating another anniversary of the United Nations. We ara
doing so in a positive atmosphere - one thzt is not devoid of problem8 or danger8
but one in which the widely held will of the international community is to promote
respoact for law and pesce. | should like to express the hope that this Committee,
which deals with such important topies so closely related to world peace, may be
able to make its best, most effective and realistic contribution for the good of
mankind.

Mr, OKEYO (Kenya) s 1Iwv gives me pleasure to join otter speakers Who
precededn® , in conveying to you, Sir, my delegation’8 warm congratulation8 on your
election as Chairman of the First Committee. My delegation is encouraged and
reassured tO see you - a representative of Nepal and a friendly fellow non-aligned
country with which Keaya share8 a common experience of commitment to peace and
concrete contribution to United Nations peace-keeping efforts - preside over our
deliberations. The critical role you played at this year’8 session ¢f the
Disarmament Commission in leading the decade-old deliberation8 or racist South
Africa’s nuclear capabilityt 0 a successful conclusion, i S still vivid in our
mamories. INn coagratulating you and the other officers of the Committee, I wish to
seize this opportunity to assure you of the full co-operation and total support of

the Kenya delegation.
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The current session oOf the general Assembly offers am opportunity for the
international community as a whole t 0 take stock of and reflect collectively on the
dramatic developments that have taken place in the world in receat years. Largely
as a result of these historic changes, the world has now entered a new
international geopolitical era, a period which, in the words of the
Secretary-General,

... wears both the aspect of hope and the countenance of dangerous

unrestraint". (A/4571., p. 2)

The end of the cold war and the improved Bast-West relations have revealed the
inherent fragilitv and futility of narrow systems of security based oa the military
factor alone. They have alse revealed that any obsession with military securivy
results in a self-perpetuating arms race. It distorts priorities, it hampers
soclial and economic progress, and it constrains political dialogue. It affects the
institutions of States to their loag-term detriment turd aggravates the sense Of
insecurity in all nations. The post-cold-war era thus preseats possibilities and
opportunities for the world finally to put into effect tho system of security
envisaged in the Charter, baaed om ruah legal and political pillars as the non-use
of force, the peaosful settlement o disputes and collective action t 0O maintain
international peace and security.

Yenya remains firmly convinced that security based. on the obsolete det errence
theory and on constant acquisition of sophisticated weapons cannot guarantee
permanent peace and, as modern history has frequently and tragically demoartrated,
the proliferation of armaments Of t en emd in war and suffering for millions of
people. In this age of mass-destruction weapons, especially nuclear weapcas, the

dangers are even more ghastly, as mankind's very surviwval is in jeopardy. To
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eliminate this threat therefore requires, first, abandoning concepts of eeaurity
that aontemglate rationalioing, or attempt to rationalise, the use of weapons of
mass destruction and, secondly, moving towards comcrete measures of disarmament -
not just arms limitations,

The current orisis in the Gulf region demonstrates that in view of the
devastating nature of armaments in existence today in the hands of both small and
big Powers, eeaurity ban be neither fragmented nor viewed in an unlimited regional
Eurocentric or bilateral aontext alone, but should be taakled on a wider scale and
with a genuine multilateral approach that can ensure world peace and security.
That. is why Kenya strongly regrets the receant failure of the Fourth Review
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
to adopt a Final Declaration which would have underlined the urgent commitment of
the international community to halt both horisontal and vertieal proliferation of
arms and to begin moving towards oonorete measures of disarmament. For it is not
enough for some States to claim that they will not be the first to use nuclear
weapons against non-nuclear States while, at the same time, they are against our
efforts to achieve a comprehensive test-ban treaty. The point is:s nuclear weapons
threaten the whole world, including the nuclear- and non-nuclear-weapons States -
in short, all mankind is threatened.

The international community should also heighten its focus on such other
weapons of mass destruction as chemical and biological weapons. In the aftermath
of the cold war, nuclear, chemical and biological disarmament should be regarded as
a matter of thu highest priority. Apart from these weapons, another Janger of war
lies in conventional armaments. In this regard, «enya welcomes the new agreement
of 4 October 1990 - in principle between Washington and Moscow on conventional-arms

reductions in Europe and now calls upon the international community to focus its
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attention on other areas in Africa and Asiaand hel p resol ve other areas of
conflict.

Kenya is a developing country. St has neither any major mlitary plans,
mlitary programmes or mlitary interests nor any geopolitical anbitions beyond the
defence of its territorial integrity. |Its primary interest is to inprove the
wel | -being of its people by building a prosperous and stable society without
intimdation and politico-democratic prescriptions from the so-called denocratic
countries.

However, Kenya is part ofan increasingly interdependent world. W therefore
attach great inportance to devel opi ng and maintaining goearelations with all
countries as a vital factor for breaking down barriers of mstrust which can |ead
t o m sunderstanding andaconflict. Kenya therefore comrends the confidence- and
security-building process under way in Europe, within the framework of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Burope. |ndeed this is a valuable
| esson for us in Africa.

In this connection, ny delegation wi shes to commend M. Yasushi Akashi and the
Department of Disarmament Affairs for organising a Senior African Mlitary and
Cvilian Oficials Wrkshop on Conflict Resolution, Crisis Prevention ana
Confidence-Euilding amongAfricanStates in Arusha, Tansania, fromb5 to
16 March 1990. It was in itself an inportant confidence-building measure of
potentially lasting val ue.

Kenya t herefore calls upon the General Assenbly to pay greater attention to
the promotion of confidence-building neasures as an inportant way to reduce
mstrust, prevent war and thus help limt the acquisition ofarmsin our
continent. The meagre resources we have could then be devoted largely to national

econoni ¢ and soci al programmes as well as to joint econom c dsvslopnent activities.
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I» this connection I should like t0 draw the Committee's atteamtion to a
historic declaration contained in General Assembly documeant A/45/410: Deolaration
on Peace, Stability and Develipment adotped by the Conference of Heads of State and
Government Of the States members of the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought
Development (IGADD) and issued at ItS first extraordinary session, held at Addis

Ababa on 9 July 1990.
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The Declaration reflects a commitment at the highest level by the States of
this inportant and sensitive subregion to launch a broad, confidence-building
process ained at preventing war and an amsrace in the area, promoting the non-use
of force and ensuring peace and development. |t is a Declaration based on the
principles and purposes of the United Nations and ofthe Organisation of African
Unity. wetherefore need the support ofthe United Nations for its ful
I mpl ement at i on.

The Intergovermmental Authority on Drought and Devel opment, conprising
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda and Kenya, is part ofthe geostrategic

subregion of the Horn of Africa, an area of mmjor global inportance in tines of

peace and war.

As the Declaration points out, the subregion

"has long been characterised by conflicts and the general lack of

tranquillity". (asz45/410, p, 3)

The countries of the subregion have now taken the first step towards reversing this
dangerous situation, as reflected in the commitments contained in that Declaration
of the Heads of State and Governnent. The support of the international comunity,
especially the United Nations, is vital for the success of this process which our
countries have initiated.

Kenya believes that the best way to achieve disarmanent is not to wait unti
arns have been devel oped, produced and stockpiled and then to begin disarmanent
negotiations, but rather to take concrete nmeasures of peace and confidence-building
t o make the devel opnent, production or acquisition of armgunnecessary. Therefore,
whil e commending the inportant work done by the various di sar manent deliberating
and negotiating bodies, as well as the Secretariat, Xeaya wi shes to underline the

i nportance of supporting efforts at all |evels, international, regional,
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subregi onal or national, to avert the energence of an arms race and to prevent the
outbreak of arned hostilities. In this regard the Secretary-Ceneral's observation
in his annual report is very pertinent:

“The basic prerequisite for reductions in nmlitary outlays and weapon

purchases will be a change in the political climte nmarked by reduction of

| ocal tensions and the peaceful settlement ofdisputes as well as the

devel opnent of regional confidence-building neasures". (AL45/1, D. 19)

Kenya continues to deplore nost vehenently the tragic acts of violence and
armed destabilisation in other parts of our continent which result directly from
t he perpetuation of the heinous apartheid régime. South Africa's nuclear
capability constitutes a real danger to world peace and security. [Its announcenent
on 21 Septenber 1987 that "it will soon join the NPT" i S just an insincere
manoeuvre to preserve its menbership of the International Atomc Energy Agency
(IAEA). Kenya once again calls on South Africa to abandon the secrecy and
anbi guity that have surrounded its nuclear programme for some 20 years, to accede
to the Non-Proliferation Treaty without any pre-conditions whatsoever, to submt
all its nuclear installations and activities to | AEA safeguards and to practise
transparency in its mlitary activities.

Kenya continues to attach particular inportance to the establishment of zones
of peace in various parts of the world. The concept of the Indian Ccean as a zone
of peace reflects the hopes and aspirations ofmy country as a littoral State to
enhance and share in the prospects for peace and security. Formorethan a decade
we nenmbers of the Ad Hoc Conmttee on the Indian Ccean have been struggling against
the wall erected by the major naval and maritine Powers Who have inpeded our goal
of declaring the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace, But we have not despaired
because we believe strongly that ifthe Berlin Wall could collapse and the pillars

of apartheid are on the brink of disintegration, tha "wall* orinpedi nents against
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the Declaration of the Indian Ccean as a Zzoneof Peacewi || sooner or later
definitely collapse also.

The Goup of Qualified Governmental Experts on the role of the United Nations
inthe field of verification concluded its work with a consensus report, docunent
A/45/372. The report represents a very fragile conpromise, the result ofdifficult
negotiations during which experts with substantially different positions gave
something and | ost sonething. It is therefore inportant that the Group's first
reconmendation, that the United Nations, through the Departnent for Disarmanment
Affairs, should develop a consolidated data bank of published materials and data
provided onavoluntary basis by Menber States on all aspects of verification and
conpliance be considered as a matter of priority.

The maintenance of international peace and security is the kingpin of the
United Nations Charter. In view ofthis nmy delegation hopes that the new
col lective strength of the United Nations, as depicted in the unprecedented spirit
of partnership and co-operation in the Security Council, will be exercised and
applied to all simlar situations without fear orfavour. Aggression is illegal
regardl ess of the status of the perpetrator. Accordingly, if sanctions can be
effective in the Qulf, they can also be effective against the racist régime in
Pretoria.

In other words, this new partnership in the Security Council should be used
humanely for the common good ofal | nations - small or big. It has to go beyond
the sinple question ofstability in Europe. Perceptions, debt problenms and the
aspirations of economcally weak countries have to be considered seriously,

The pursuit of global peace and security will meanlittle, if the rich
devel oped countries ofthe North remain silent, unruffled and indifferent to the
third world's blistering poverty andisolation fromthe streans of international

weal th and prosperity,

PSR
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This indifference is manifested in the fact that since the end of the cold war
and the substantial reduction in conventional armsin Europe, none of the so-called

devel oped denmocratic countries has ever comeupw th a proposal for the

establishnent of an international fund through which noney released fromthe
reduction in armanments could be channelled to help to alleviate the staggering
poverty in third-world countries. The best guarantee for global peace and security
- about which we talk in this Organisation every day - should be a firm comitnent
fromthe rich nations to invest in humanity through unreserved, unconditional
assistance to the poor third-world countries. Wehope that those with the w sdom
tolisten, will listen for the sake of humanity in the future.

| wish to conclude by wishing yeu, Mr.Chairman, and all representatives all

the best as we nove ahead in pursuit of world peace, security and devel opnent.

R R DA R e
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Mr. NGUYEN DUC HUNG (Viet Nam): I wish at the outset to express the
great pleasure ofmy del egation at the f£aet that you, Sir, are presiding over the
First Conmttee at the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly. Your
well-known qualities as a di pl omat, vast experience and ability guarantee the best
possi bl e outcome £rom t he work O the Committee. M/ congratulations go also to
other officers of the Committee.

Thi s year has produced sweepi ng amd extensive political and social changes
throughout the world. The bilateral and nultilateral negotiations on a wide
spectrum of subjects generate hopsthat the current trend will enable the process
of di Sarmament t0 proceed at a faster pace. The meeting of Beads of state or
Governnent of nom-aligmed countries hel d at Belgrade i n September 1989 and t he
summit meetings between the leaders Of the Soviet Union and Of the United States
Wer e tangible contributions tothi S process. Wewelcome t he decl aration6 that it
is time to 1eave behind the epoch ofthecol d war amd moveOn to a nore secure
world. Al efforts to tura the 19908 into a decade of concrete arms |imitation and
di sar nanment agreements ar € hi ghl y commendable.

I'n building peace, we nust abolish the tools of war, and di sarmanent has
al ready made some progress. Iam Decenber 1987 theSoviet Union and the United
States concl uded the first nuclear-disarmament agreement in history, the Treaty
between the United Stat86 of Ameriea and the Unionof Soviet Socialist Republics on
the Elimination Oftheir Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the INF
Treaty - and they are now in the process of physical |y destroying |and-baaed
intermediate-rangenuc| ear missiles,

The positive dynam sm Ofboth Soviet-Americanand Soviet-European relations
has been denonstrated moststrikingly at the recentWashington summitand i N the

Vienna negotiations on the reduction of conventional forces in Burope. The
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unprecedented speed and intensity of the negotiating process are clear evidence
that genuine political will aad conmtnent to achieving progress produce results.
There is general expectation that an agreenent to reduce strategic offensive
weapons by soper cent will soon be ready for signature. One can hardly
underestimate t he significance of that agreement, Which will certainly stinulate
ot her disarmanent efforts.

Referring to the issue of chem cal weapoms, | should |ike to recall the Paris
Conference of January 1989, which adopted a Final Declaration reaffirmng the
validity ofthe 1925 Geneva Protocol and urging a ban on the us8 of chenical
weapons, and accel eration of the ongoing negotiations on the chem cal - weapons
convention, This was followed in Septenber 1989 by the Canberra
Government - I ndustry Conference agai nst Chemical \Wapons, which also provided a
power ful political impetas towards achieving the objective of prehibiting such
weapons.,

V¢ have been following with keen interest the negotiati ons on a comveation 0On
the conplete elinmnation of chem cal weapons. We are pl eased to notethe
tremendous ef forts t hat have besn nade towards t he attainment of this objective.
Deep | Nroads have been made in areas that were contentious and intractable.
Substantial progress has beem recorded on the issue of verification and,
especi al |y, on the guestion of chal | enge i nspection. Political, legal and
institutional matters are al so being addr essed.

We wel cone the agreement between the Soviet Union and the United States on an
80 per cent reduction in theirchemi cal - weapon stockpi|l es. This agreemeat has
undoubt edl y gi ven an impetus t 0 t he current endeavours in the Conferenceon

Disarmament ai ned at the concl usi on of a comprehensive andeffectively verifiable

convention that woul d ensuret he el im nation ofall exi sting chemical weapons and
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facilities fortheir production and the prohibition ofthe further development,
production, acquisition, transfer or use of chemical weapons. Viet Nam, which has
suffered immensely fromthe scourge of chem cal weapons, has takena consi stent
stand for their conplete prohibition and destruction and for the early conclusion
of a convention to this effect, so that theworld maybe genuinely free of Chem cal
weapons.

My del egation attaches high priority to the i ssue of nuclear teats. This item
is always high onthe agenda ofthe First Committee, yet we still lack a
nul tilateral legal instrument that would outlaw all nuclear explosions once and for
all, That a nuclear war nust never be fought needed to b8 formalized as a
nul tilateral comm tment.

Frustration at the lack of progress on a test ban has |ed many States to seek
amendment Of the partial teat-ban Treaty. This would require a dramatic change of
attitude to a comprehemsive teat ban on the part of some depositary parties. This,
unfortunately, doesnot seem |ikely at present. Unfortunately, at present, that
does not seemlikely.

We regret that the Fourth Review Conference ofthe Parties to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear Weapons failed to achieve agreement on a fi nal
declaration, because the parties coul d notagree on an immediate start on
negotiations to achieve a conprehensive teat ban proscribing all nuclear-test
explosions. Thenpat effectiveactiont hat the nuelear-weapon Powers coul d t ake to
meet their obligations underarticle VIofthe non-proliferationTreaty would b8 to
adopt a comprehensivetest ban and actual | y begin t 0 reduce Strat egi ¢ nuclear
arsenal s.

The Conference on amendment oftheparti al test-bam Treaty, which wil| convene
in NewYork next January, wil| servea useful purpose by providing the opportunity

for an in-depth exchange Of views On testing.In our viaw, the amendment
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Conference, by contributing to the ereatioa of an international consensus in favour
of a comprehensive test ban, oould bzcome a milestone on the road to solution Of
the problem of auclear testing. We believe that every opportunity should be taken
to promote politically the cause of a comprehensive nuclear-teat ban.

The greatesi. challenge of our time is that of ridding our planet of the vast
arsenals of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction’. The realisation that a
nuclear war camnot be won and the emerging willingness to seek security at lower
levels of armamenta are a reflection of t he changing times. The possession of
nuclear weapons eannot. be justified o1. the basis of doctrines of nuclear deterrence

and the claim that nuclear weapons have maintained peace in the post-war years.
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It would indeed be an irrational world in which doonsday weapons coul d be seen
or legitimsed as a prescription. The mlitary doctrines that prevailed during the
cold war were based on a threat perception that has become all but obsolete. In
this highly interrelated world, no State or group of States can claimto organise
gl obal security. No nation, large or small, can gain security at the expense of
insecurity for others. Mlitary concepts and strategies need to be scrutinized if
there is to be new thinking on security policy.

The establishnment of nuclear-weapon-free sones woul d make a positive
contribution to regional peace, security and stability by reducing the geographi cal
areas w thin which nuclear weapons could be used. It could also make a significant
contribution to nuclear disarmanment. Part of that contribution would be the
strengthening of non-proliferation endeavours. The creation of a
nucl ear-weapon-free zome i S a nuclear-disarmsnent nmeasure by nmeans of which
non- nucl ear - weapon States coul d give a practical denonstration of their commitment
to, and their pursuit of, the total elimnation of nuclear weapons.

The Treaty of Tiatelolco and the Treaty of Rarotonga cover |arge popul ated
areas and are simlar in their essential provisions, whose aimis to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons. Despite several inmportant dissimlarities, both
Treaties have succeeded in restraining the geographical proliferation of nuclear
weapons, Proposals to set up nucl ear-weapon-free zones in other regions - as put
forward, owver the years, in the United Nations and el sewhere - include Central,
Northern and Sout hern Europe, Africa, the Mddle East, and North-Bast Asia. So far
as Sout h-East Asiai s concerned, the members0f the Association of South-East Asian
Nati ons (ASEAN), at their summit meetingi N December 1987, enphasi sed t hat ASEaN
should intensify it8 effortstowards the early establishnment of aSouth-last Asia
nucl ear - weapon-free zone, and that considerationofall mattersrelating to the

establishment Of such a zone, including an appropri ate instrument, shoul d continue.
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In his address to the CGeneral Assenbly, at its third special session devoted to
disarmament, t he Vi et nanese Foreign Mnister, Nguyen Co Thach, supported the
initiative and wel comed the drafting, by the ASEAN States, of an appropriate
I nstrument.

Countries in every region of the world are confronted with their own conflicts
and problens. Every State, in its own way, can make a contribution to establishing
the conditions for general disarmanent.

The question of naval forces is a critical ome. Naval forces are not built
up, maintained or used in isolation fromoverall mlitary-force structures. Their
elimnation should be discussed in the context of other disarmnent issues, to
avoid the introduction of new causes of disequilibrium To exclude the nava
conponent of the mlitary mght of States and alliances fromthe negotiating
process would be to |eave untouched an inportant aspect ofthe arms race, undern ne
the principle of undimnished security for all parties, eventually destabilise the
overal | nilitary and strategic situation in the world, and retard the process of
di sarmament in other areas.

For centuries the conquest of space was but a dream that cropped up
sporadically in theoretical debates between scientists or in the tales of witers.
In the last fewdecades that dream has turned into reality, and today it is an
enterprise that offers us many opportunities for international co-operation. It is
an established fact that, many years after the beginning of the space era, United
Nations activities are anchored on the concept of the exploratien of outer space
for th8 benefit and in the interests of all States.

The 1967 Treaty on outer space, which is universally considered to bethe
primary and nost authoritative source of international law regulating State

activities in Quter space, remains at the heart of the |egal régime governing outer

R G M S S A s
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space. However, we are carrying many problens into the 1990s. Further efforts
should be made to prevent an armsrace in outer space. The establishment of an
i nternational space-surveillance agency could be instrumental in verifying
conpliance with Treaties relevant to this matter.

It is conmonpl ace to say that outer space is the heritage of all mankind. As
it is indeed the heritage of all mankind, it nust continue to be a domain for
exclusively peaceful co-operation that is of benefit to all countries.

Wth regard to the role of the United Nations in the field of disarmnent,
since the beginning of the Organisation the conbi ned efforts 0f Goveraments - both
nul tilateral and bilateral efforts, particularly within the various disarmnent
bodi es and through regional arrangenments - have resulted in linited, yet
significant, agreements on various arnms-limtation and di sarmanent nmeasures. Over
the last few years the role ofthe United Nations has been enhanced. At present we
have every ground for hoping that the United Nations will play a greater and nore
effective role in accelerating the process towards achieving the ultimte objective
of general and conpl ete di sarmament.

In conclusion, | should |ike to emphasize that the 1990s will be a decade of
opportunities and chal | enges, of nopes and dangers, all existing side by side
Despite the twi sts and turas on our road of advance, Wwe are convinced that, with
unremtting joint efforts by all Governnents and peopl es, peace can be preserved,
and the prospects for mankind made bright.

Mr, ERDENECHULUUN (Mongolia): Mydelegation i S very happy to take part
inthis debate on this day, which is the anniversary ofthe foundation of the
Uni t ed Nations and marks the begi nning of Di sar nanent Week. weconmend t he
Depart ment forDi sarmament Affairs and theNGO Conmmittee on Disarmament for their

initiativein organi sing, duri ng Disarmament \\éek, foruns on inportant issues of
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nmilitary conversion and verification. These wi || undoubtedly help to increase
public awareness of intricate issues of disarmanent.

May | offer you, M. Chairman, the warnest congratul ations of the Mongolian
del egation on your well-deserved election to your high post and pledge our full
co-operation with you in the di scharge ofyour responsibilities. our
congratul ations go also to the other officers ofthe Commttee.

| should like to express our gratitude to

Under - Secret &- General Yasushi Akashi for his lucid and conprehensive statenent in

regard to the ongoing wde-ranging activities and future endeavours ofthe

Department for Disarmament Affairs. W appreciate greatly the excellent work that

the Departnent for Disarmament Affairs and the Departnent of Political and Security

Council Affairs are doing to neet successfully the ever-grow ng demands on them
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The outcome of the general debates, in which an unprecedented nunber of
officials at the highest |evel participated, has anply denonstrated an energi ng new

spirit ofinternationalismas well as the determ nation forcol | ective action

_is-a-wvas the crucial issues of global concern. It givesus hope that the last
decade Of this mllenniumw || indeed mark the beginning of a new era in world

history. There are, we believe, grounds for such optimsm

The SWeepi ng changes i n Eastern and Central Europe, culmnating in the
unification of Germany, and discernible progress in the regional disarmnent
process seemto give rissto an entirely new pattern of security relationships in
Europe. The two great Powers - the Soviet Union and the United States - are making
encouragi ng progress in substantially reducing their strategic arsenals. Inportant
headway has been registered in the solution of a number of entrenched regional
conflicts, with the United Nations playing a key role as a worl d mediator and as an
I ndi spensabl e instrument of reconciliation. The Security Council and its permanent
members have di spl ayed rareunity in the face ofan open aggression against a
fell ow Menber of the United Nations. W hope that this unity will be sonething
endurable that will help make this world asaferplace to live in.

Speaki ng about the truly revolutionary Changes in the world today, it would
only be right to pay tribute to the architect ofnewthinking and perestroika,
Presi dent M khail Gorbachev, who has so deservedly been awar ded the Nobel Peace
Prize.

In the post-col d-war erathe concept ofsecurity has cometo enconpass all the
di mensi ons of security. Accordingly, the scope of disarmament efforts is becom ng
increasingly comprehensive and those effort8 should go hamd in handw th
Confi dence-bui | di ng measures bil ateral |y, regionallyand gl obal | y. Disarmament and

arms limtation measures should pronote, first ofall, a sense ofgreater security
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for all, and pave the way to creating an international environment truly conducive
to tackling the problems of social and economic progress. In this connection my
delegation is encouraged to discern increasing recognition of the unavoidable link
between disarmament and development endeavours. We are further encouraged to find
out that the question of "security coaversion" or conversion of military production
into civilian production has become a major subject of Soviet-Ame -ican
consultations. By the same token, bringing about international conditions
favourable for delivering the developing countries from the arms race burden must
become a major objective of practical urgency.

One of the most vital security and disarmament issues is the preventiun of the
proliferation of all weapons of mass destruction and the mean8 of their delivery as
well as high-technology weapons. The Fourth Review Conference of the
Non-Proliferation Treaty ha8 recently ended its work without reaching an agreement
on a concluding document. Of course, my delegation is far from being negativistic
as regards the general outcome of the Conference. We are fully cognfrant that much
has been accomplished during the Conference. | have in mind in particular the
progress made in such areas as full-scope safeguards, security assurances and the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

However , it is highly regrettable that the difference8 concerning the issue of
a comprehensive test ban prevented the Conference from adopting its final
document. It is a disquieting fact since a comprehensive test ban constitutes the
core of the problem of arresting the technological nuclear arms race. It is clear
from the relevant provisions of both the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the
partial test-ban treaty. The continued stalemate in the negotiations on the
comprehensive test ban is fraught with a danger of undermining the efficacy of the

non-proliferation Treaty. There is no need to say how important it is to resolve
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expeditiously the outstanding issues, as the next NPT review conference to be held
in 1995 will have to decide about its future.

As to the question of a comprehemnsive nuclear test-ban treaty, there have been
certain encouraging developments of late. The Soviet Union and the United States
have ratified the 1974 and 1976 threshold Treaties and signed verification
protocols to them. After years of frustrating efforts im the Conference on
Disarmament, an A& Hog Committee has at long last been reestablished, albeit
without a elear negotiating mandate.

My delegation considers it important that the Conference on disarmament at Its
next session re-establish the A4 Hog Committee without delay with an appropriate
mandate t hat will allow it to start negotiations on this vital issue.

Mongolia is looking forward t 0 tha forthcoming anendnent conference of the
partial t est ban Treaty to be held in January next year with the task of converting
it into a comprehensive nuclear test-ban treaty. We express our appreciation to
the Group of Qualified Experts under the able leadership of Ambassador Theorin of
Sweden for their comprehemsive study on nuclear weapoms, which updates an earlier
study prepared 10 years ago.

Turning now to the issue of a chemical weapons ban, my delegation wishes to
underscore anew the urgent need for an early conclusion of a Comprehensive
agreement in that regard.

We regret that regardless of the fact that much substantive work has been
carried out in the Conference on Disarmament it failed to report any significant
progress during the last session. In this regard we consider timely a proposal to
hold in the first half of 1991 a meeting of the Conference on Disarmament at the
level of foreign ministers with the aim of resolving the remaining issues still

blocking the way to the comclusion of the Convention. My delegation welcomed the
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signing last June of a Soviet-American agreenent on the destruction of their
chem cal weapons stockpiles, although it has evoked certain controversy.

As regards the Third Biologi cal Wapons Review Conference, ny del egation
wi shes to underscore the inportance of further strengthening this multilatera
instrument by universal adherence to the Convention as well as by exploring ways
and means for creating a verification nechanismin the biological weapons régime.

The question of strengthening nultilateral disarmament nechani sns has been
rather extensively discussed in various foruns. W are gratified to note that
efforts in that regard have yielded sone positive results. This is especially true
as regards the United Nations Disarmanent Comm ssion, which this year has been able
to make significant progress on a nunber oflong-standing items on its agenda as
well as to cone to an agreenent on the rationalioation of its procedure.

Di scussions on stream ining have started in the Conference on Disarmanment as wel |

My delegation is closely follow ng the discussions ofthe friends of the
Chai rman being held during this session ofthe CGeneral Assenbly. W note the many
interesting ideas and proposal s advanced by various del egations to this effect.

My | be permtted to nention here a step taken by ny delegation |ast year
concerning the item "D sarmament week”, which fromnow on will be considered by the
First committee On a three-year basis.

In conclusion, | should like to express our high appreciation ofthe useful
activities being carried out by the United Nations Institute for D sarmanent
Research, Whose tenth anniversary we commenorate this year. weal so commend the
work ofregional centres for peace and di sarmanent ai ned at fostering regi ona
awar eness of di sarmanment objectives. Noteworthy in this regard is this year's
Kathmandu nNeeting on the security enhancing role of confidence- and

security-building neasures.
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M r : (CyprusV)s this is the £irst time my delegation has
spoken, allow me to convey to you, 8ir, the sincere congratulations of the
delegation of the Republic of Cyprus on your well-deserved election as Chairman of
this Committee. It is only fitting that the work of this Committee be entrusted to
you in recogaition of both the respect in which you are held and the diplomatic
skills you have exhibited throughout your tenure at the United Nations. In
steering this Committee through its agenda, you will have my delegation’s full

support. May | also express my congratulations te the other members of the Bureau

on their election.
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My del egation also takes this opportunity to recognizethe inval uabl e work of
the Departnent for Disarmanent Affairsunder the expert guidence of the
Under-Secre:ary-General f or di sar manent, Mr.Akashi. Qur thanks and appreciation
are extended to aimand his staff.

At the fourty-fourth session the corridors and conference roomsofthe United
Nations were filled with talk both of the changes taking place in the relations
between the two super-Powers and of the devel opments under way in eastern and
central Europe. The world political |andscape was changing.

There was hope in the air as well as scepticism W all asked ourselves
whether {hose changes were really taking place or were a nere flash in the pan.
One year later, I believe we are still mesnerised both by the speed and the |evel
ofthe change that has taken place. The effective ending of the cold war, the
redirection of relations between the two super-Powers and their alliances from
distrust to co-operation and dialogue andthe historic reunification of Germany are
events which were both unthinkable and, some would say, unrealistic until not so
| ong ago. |t was only £itt*ng i n thisregard that the Nobel PeacePrize Committee
recogni sed President Gorbachev forthe role that he played to this end.

The rapprochement between t he t WO super-Powers and t he recognition by both
that the policy of security based on high levels of nuclear weapons is untenable
undoubtedly augers well for a new world order. However, it is also true to say
that the euphoria which marked the | ast 12 months is dampened by the fact that the
security Of smal|l and weakStates is still as precarious as ever.

Iraq’'s i Nvasi on amdoccupati on ofKuwait is a prine exanpl e of the dangers
that stiil remain when a larger and militarily stronger Powerdisregards the
Charter ofthe United Natioms and the norns of international |aw The crisis,

however, brought to the fore aUnited Nation8 that spoke W th one voice, The
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international comunity, through the Security Council resolutions, has stated in no
uncertain terns that aggression cannot andnust not be allowed to cementitself,
nor should it be seen to be condoned through inaction by the internationa
communi ty.

If we are truly to enter a new era based on peace and prosperity, the United
Nations Charter, the primacy ofinternational |aw and the peaceful settlenent of
di sputes between States nust be the epicentre around which relations between States
revolve. Anything short of this would be a half-neasure and woul d be prone to
reversion to the confrontational past.

The present period is marked by a flurry ofactivities in the disarmnent
field, aspecially at the bilateral level between the United States and the Soviet
Union. W look forward to the concluding of an agreenent in the strategic arns
reduction talks (START) on substantial cuts in the nuclear arsenals of both
super - Powers and wel come the signing of the Treaty on the Elimnation of
| nt er medi at e- Range and Shorter-Range Mssiles - the INF Treaty - and see both very
much as a first step towards the further reduction of nuclear stockpiles and their
eventual destruction. W also recognise, however, that the nomentum at the
bilateral |evel has not been extended to the nultilateral disarmament |evel. W
urge all concerned to exploit to the fullest the nultilateral negotiation forums,
particularly the Conference on Disarmanent.

On the conventional weapons front, vy del egation wel cone8 the resolve shown by
the Soviet Union and the United States as regards reducing conventional forcesin
Europe . W sincerely hope that an agreenent to this end will be formalised at the
Paris summit in Novenber by the State8 participating in the Conferenceon Security
and Co-operation in Europe (csceE). My del egation views this, tee, in the |ight of

a first step towards further reducti ons of conventi onal forcesin Europa, 1Itis
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inportant that there be full participation by all CSCE States in this and
subsequent efforts that will shape the future [andscape of Europe

My del egation believes that the positive effects should not be confined to
Europe; we hope that the ripple effect will be extended to other regions as well.
In this regard, the adjacent Mediterranean region would be a logical starting point.

The Republic of Cyprus has always attached particular inportance to the
non-proliferation Treaty and its primary position in the attenpt to limt the
spread of nuclear weapons as well as in disarmanment negotiations. The Fourth
Revi ew Conference of the Parties to the Treaty onthe Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (wpT) held in Geneval ast nonth, afforded us the opportunity to advance the
positive international developnments in the field of disarmament. However, the
Revi ew Conference was unable to achieve a consensus on a final docunent. Although
agreement was reached on a vast nunber ofissues, the inability of the Review
Conference to reach a consensus on the question of aconprehensive test ban coul d
be potentially damaging to the extension Conference of 1995. My del egation
believes that it is incumbent on us all to do our utnost to ensure agreenent on the
remining outstanding issues and pave the way for the future extension of the
Treaty beyond 1995,

VW can nmake a start here in the First Conmttee by recamtting ourselves to
this as well as reaffirmng the relevance and inportance of the non-proliferation
Treaty. Today nore than ever before strict adherence by both nucl ear and
non-nucl ear parties to the provisions ofthe NPT is of extrene inportance, we
wel come the recent decision by both Mozambique and Al bania to accedeto the Treaty,
thereby further reinforcing bothits relevance and its universality.

The achi evenent of a conprehensive test-ban treaty must continue to remain one
of the cornerstones of nultilateral disarmanent. The issue ofnuclear tests,

however, continues to be an area in which agreenent ha8 el uded us, as evidenced at
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the Fourtb Review Conference of the NPT. It is ny delegation's hope that, with the
recent mandate given to the Ad Hoc Committee in the Conference on D sarmanent, as
wel| as the ratification by the United States and the Soviet Union of the
1074 threshold test-ban Treaty and the 1976 Treaty on peaceful nuciear expl osions,
the necessary climate for meaningful negotiations |eading to a conprehensive
test-ban Treaty now exists

Wthin this context the Conference on the amendment of the partial test-ban
Treaty, to be held in 1991, affords us all the opportunity to express our
conmtment to ending nuclear tests. M delegation hopes that the amendnent
Conference will be a constructive one, in which all parties will contribute to its
success.

Di sar mament nust not be seen purely in terns of nuclear weaponry. Having
recognized the destructive nature of these weapons and the need to eliminate them
we nust find the same resolve when dealing with other weapons of mass destruction,
such as chemical weapons. It is therefore of priority inportance that a convention
on the conplete prohibition of chemcal weapons be concluded as soon as possible.
Wil e we recogni se the agreenent between the Soviet Union and the United States on
the destruction and reduction of their chem cal -weapon stockpiles, we note with
regret that at the nmultilateral level the monmentum that characterised the Paris
negotiations in 1989 was not sustained at the Conference on Disarmanent this year
It is essential that the nomentum be regained and the necessary political wll be
exhibited by all, so that the undoubted threat that these weapons pose to
I nternational peace and security will eventually be removed. It would be rem ss of
nmy del egation not to recognize at this juncture the tremendous efforts exerted by
t he chairman Of the Ad Hoc Committee on Chem cal Wapons, Ambassador Hyltenius Of

Sweden.
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My delegation firmly believes tbat the role of the United Nations in the field
of disarmament is vitally important, We must give it our full support ia all
areas. \\&¢ Dbelieve that rationalisation of wor k both in this Committee and in the
Disarmament Commission, if carried out in a constructive manner, could increase the

effectiveness and usefulness of the Jrganizatiom in the field of disarmament.
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Al our efforts in the disarmanment field and the gains resulting fromthose
efforts will have gone to waste unless we recognize and act on the undoubted
interrelationship that exists between di sarmanent and devel opnent. In this regard
my delegation fully shares the sentiments of previous speakers in recogniziag the
urgent need for the peace dividend to becore reality. | should like in this
context to echo the words of Anbassador Azikiwe of N geria, who said:

"attention nust not only be focused on military threats which constitute

i mpediments to the realization of peace and security, but also on sustained

gl obal econom c devel opment, the promotion of social justice and the

protection of the environnent.** (A/C.1/45/PV,8, p, 28)

All eyes are firmy fixed on the United Nations and its Menber States, |ooking
to themto place on a permanent footing the positive elements of the |ast
12 months. This Committee can play an inportant part. Let us not |ose the
opportunity that exists to take full advantage of a reinvigorated United Nations
and to shape the world of tonorrow for the benefit ofall mankind

The CHAIRVAN. W have cometo the end of the list of speakers for this

afternoon's neeting.

However, | have received a request fromone delegation to speak in exercise of
the right of reply. Before calling on that delegation, | remnd representatives
that the Conmittee will follow the procedure outlined at a previous neeting.

I now call on therepresentative of Israel to speak in exercise of the right
of reply.

M. ARBELL (Israel): | deeply regret having to take the Commttee's tine
on a subject that is neither relevant nor of particular interest to its work, I
feel, however, that since the representative of Tunisia found it appropriate to
waste the Conmittee's time in order to raisesubjects with no relevance here

subjects that are already being discussed by other United Nations Conmittees and by
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the Security Council, | have no choice butto place into accurate zmnd factual
perspective one of the manyfallacies in his statenment. | refer tothe remarks

concerning the incident at the Tenple Munt in Jerusal em

Ei ght Cctober was a holy day for Jews, the climax of the traditional
pilgrimage to Jerusal em which commenorates the Feast of Tabernacles. It is a day
on which tens of thousands of Jews assenble at the Wailing Wall, the remant of the
tenple, the holieat site of Judaism to receive the Birkat Kohanim the traditional
benedi ction service.

This year on that day 30,000 worshippers crowded the plaza. The serenity of
the sacrosanct occasion was suddenly shattered in an unexpected, unprovoked
attack. Thousands of rocks, bricks and bottles were hurled down fromthe Tenple
Mount on to the heads of the worshippers bel ow

Ei ght Cctober, was not a holy dayfor Mislins; it was an ordinary week day.
Nevert hel ess, sone 4,060 Arabs assembled on the Tenple Munt in the early hours of
Monday morning. Those were not only worshippers; they were a mob intent on
sheddi ng Jew sh bl ood.

As the events oflast week have shown. attackson Jews are on the rise. In a
span of three days - 21, 22 and 23 Cctober - seven arnmed attacks Were perpetrated
on Jews, with the use of knives, bayonets, sledgehamer8 and axes. Three Jews were
killed and seven injured as a result.

This eruption of violence is directly related to PLO effortsto incite the
Pal estinian population. Leaflets have been circulated by the PLO and its many
factions urging its activists to stab .JTews, use firearms and kill every l|sraeli
they encounter. Ono |eaflet that has just been published urges the deliberate
provocation of Israeli security forcezto draw theminto conflict. The popul ation
is being called upon to assenble at the Tenple Mount this Friday foranother round

of vi ol ence.

s
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Al of us must work to calmthe situation. Using the First Conmttee for
slander is not a step in the right direction.

The CHAIRMAN: | wish to informdelegations that the First Conmittee will
convene in a special meetingin observance of Disarmanent \Wek tonorrow norning at
10.30 am. The President ofthe General Assenbly and the Secretary-General will
address the Committee.

Before adj ourning the meeting, | call on the Secretary of the Conmttee, who
W shes t0 make some announcements.

M. KHERADI (Secretary ofthe Committee): | should like to remnd
representatives that the Eighth United Nations Pledging Conference for the Wrld
Di sarmanent Canpaign will be convened tonorrow, Thursday, 25 Cctober, imediately
fol l owing the adjournment ofthe neeting in observance ofDi sarmament Week in this
conference room

In addition, | remnd the Committee that therewill be an informal meetingat
3.36 tonorrow afternoon in this conference roomon the ongoing negotiations
concerning the draft convention on chenm cal weapons, a neeting to be chaired by
Anbassador Hyltenius of Sweden, the current Chairnan of the Ad Hoc Committee 0N
Chem cal Weapons in the Conference on Disarnement, who will provide a briefing on
the status of the negotiations and give an opportunity for an informal exchange of
views on the subject.

I also want to draw attention to the factthat inmediately after this neeting
there will be a neeting ofthe sponsorsofdraft resolution asc.1/44/L.25, adopt ed
by the General Assemblyas resolution 447106, on the amendnent ofthe Treaty
Banni ng Wuclear \\apon Tests in the Atnosphere, in Quter Space and under Water.
There will also bea nmeeting of the African Goup im the First Committee tonorrow

morning at 9.30 in thia conference room.
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Finally, there will be a closed meeting of the open-ended group of the
non-aligned members of the First Committee tomorrow, 25 October, following the

adjournment of the informal meeting on chemical weapons.

The meetina roge at 5.40 p.m.



