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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p *rl\*

AGENDA ITl%lS  49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)

GENERAL DmATE  ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr. ZAFO�IDCXY  (Czechoslovakia) (interpretetion  from Russian) t At  the

outset I  wish,  on behalf  of  the  Czechoslovak delegat ion, to express our condolences

to the people of the United Sta tee on the devastating earthquake in San Francisco,

which has caused so traich  human and material loss. The President of my country has

already sent  Pres ident  Bush a  le t ter  express ing our  hear t fe l t  condolences . The

Permanent Mission of the Czechoslovak Socialist  Republic to the United Nations aho

expresses  i t s  deep sympathy to  the  famil  iea and re la t ives  of those  who d ied  in  th is

catastrophe.

On behalf of the Csechoslovak delegation, Mr. Chairman, I congratulate you on

your  e lec t ion  to  your high and responsib le  pos i t ion . At  the same t ime,  I  assure

YOU and the  other  off icers  of  the  Commit tee  of our  fu l l  suppor t  and our  des i re  to

co-pera te in the interests of our common task and the good of all  mankind.

I t  iS d i f f i cu l t  t o  ge t  a  mre graph i c  p i c tu r e  o f  t he  con t empora ry  wor ld ,  i t s

p rob l ems ,  i t s  hopes  and  i t s  su f f e r i ng , than that which emerges from the mosaic of

the statements made by the representatives of 159 States Members of the United

Nat ions  a t  th is  sess ion of  the  General  Assembly. In  addi t ion  t6 many dark colours ,

the  picture  conta ins  a  range of  o ther  colours  of  a  ros ier  hue,  which evoke hope,

opt imism and bel ief  in  the  fu ture . Indeed, mankind, which was almost on the brink

of  the abys s ,  mus t  l ook  fo r  a  way  ou t  o f  t h i s  s i t ua t i on  t ha t  w i l l  enab l e  i t  no t

only  to  survive  physical ly  but  a lso  to  ensure  the  fur ther  development  of

civilization,  f r e e  f rom th rea t en ing  f l aws  and  d i s tor t ions . I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e

sp i r i t ua l  f o r ce s  o f  t he  peop l e s  mus t  be  r ad i ca l l y  mobilized  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  p r e s e n t

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  harrnonization  of  na t i ona l  and  human

va lues  and  nutual  r e spec t .
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We are happy that a clear sign of our t imes is a qradual change from

confronta t ion  to  co-opera t ion , f rom mil i tary  deterrence to  moderat ion,  f rom

rearmament to disarmament. We welcome all efforts aimed at creating a new basis

fo r  i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y  and  s t ab i l i t y  i n  Eu rope  and  i n  t he  wor ld . Such secur I ty

a n d  s t a b i l i t y  m u s t  b e  b a s e d  o n  nnitual t r u s t ,  a  ba l ance  o f  i n t e r e s t s ,  t he  p r imacy  Of

internat ional  law,  and broad co-operat ion.

We bel ieve  that  only  in  that  way can we create  the  necessary condi t ions  for

fur ther  act ive measures  by al l  States  - large,  medium-sized and smal l  - to  SOlVe

the  vi ta l  regional  and global  problems. Confi rmat ion of  th is  can be found in  the

outcome of the Ninth Summit Conference of Heads of State or Government Of the

bn-Al  igned Countries held in Belgrade. T h i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f ac tor  i n

the  r e s t ruc tu r i ng  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  r e l a t i ons  on  a  j u s t  and  democ ra t i c  ba s i s .

A t  t he  s ame  t ime ,  a s  r ea l i s t s  we  fu l l y  r ea l i s e  t ha t  a t  t h i s  t r ans i t i ona l  stage

of  world  development  mankind s t i l l  faces  many r isks  and their  very ser ious

consequences!  that  there  are  many obstacles  to  the  bui ld ing of  a new internat ional

ordert  and that  the  pcei t ive  t rends  have not  ye t  become irreversible0

Czechoslovakia  i s  convinced that  the  main  road to  the  s t renqthening of

internat ional  peace and secur i ty  is  the  road of  d isarmament . l�bqether  with  our

allies, we have put forward and are developing a well-known programme of

disarmament up to the year 2000. The implementation of that programme would lead

to  the  gradual  e l iminat ion of  a l l  types  of  nuclear  and other  weapons of  mass

dest ruct ion and a  radical  reduct ion in  armed forces  and convent ional  armaments .

We note  wi th  sa t is fact ion that  the  process  of  t rue  disarmament  has  begun -

a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  p r o b l e m s . The Soviet-United Sta tea Treaty on the

el iminat ion of  two types  of  nuclear  weapons - intermediate-range and shor ter- range

m i s s i l e s  - is be inq successfully implemented. Czechoslovak ia i s  tak ing Part  in

t h a t .
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This year the Soviet Union is withdrawinq SO0 tactical nuclear warheads from

t h e  territbry o f  i t s  a l l i e s . I t  i s  ceasinq  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  hiqhly  e n r i c h e d

uranium for mil�ltary  purposes and is l imiting the production of weapons-grade

plutonium. It has completely stopped the production of chemical weapons and will

begin  to  e l iminate  them even before  the  adopt ion of  an  in ternat ional  legal  doCUment

in Geneva.

Our Country, tow ther with other States members of the Warsaw Pact, ~ti

cons i s t en t l y  ca r ry ing  ou t  un i l a t e r a l  measu re s  t o  r educe  ou r  miliLary  fo rces ,

conventional armaments and major expend1 tures. On that  bas is , c e r t a i n  u n i t s  o f

Swie t  t r oops  t empora r i l y  s t a t i oned  on  ou r  t e r r i t o ry  a r e  be ina  w i thd rawn .  In

Czechoslovakia ,  we have reduced the  number  of mil i tary  personnel  in  major  uni ts  by

12,000 men. We are withdrawinq and gradually destroying 850 tanks, 165 armoured

t r anspo r t  veh i c l e s  and  51  mi l i t a ry  a i r c r a f t .
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We  a r e  t r an s f e t r i nq  20 ,000  mi l i t a ry  pe r sonne l  i n to  c iv i l i an  un i t s . We intend to

reduce the term of compulsory military service from 24 to 18 months. M i l i t a r y

expenditures are beinq reduced by 15 per cant. In  th is  connect ion,  I  would  inform

the Commit tee  that  Czechoslovakia  i s  joininq  the system of s tandard rjlccounting for

m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  w o r k e d  o u t  a t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  present t h e

neceseary  da ta, In  1989,  our  country �s  product ion of  mi l i tary  technology wi l l  be

reduced by 16 per cent,  in 1990 by 25 per cent, and th is  t rend wi l l  con tinWe

TaR inq Czechos lovak ia�s size in to account, i t  c an  be  s een  t ha t  t he se  f i gu re s

a re  ce r t a in ly  no t  mere ly  eymbolic. They de.serve  due  a t ten t ion . In  t ak inq  t he se

s teps ,  we are  a lso  helping our  nat ional  economy. l%r i n s t a n c e , some of  the  tanks

taken out  of  mi l i tary  uni ts  wi l l  be  used as  hulldoaera  and land-reclamat ion

math inecy . We have a lso  worked out  A  na t ional  p lan  Ear  the  qradual  l imi ta t ion and

c e s s a t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  p r o d u c t i o n  a t  s o m e  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  w h i c h  w i l l  t h e n  b e  used

e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  s e c t o r . T h e  ceuources  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l

p o t e n t i a l  t h u s  f r e e d  are t o  h e  u s e d  fo r  w i d e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  co+petation  t o  d e v e l o p

peaceful al tar natives in various sector s of economic, s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  technoloqical

proqrese . A l l  theaa s t e p s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  n a t u r e  o f  o u r  a r m e d  f o r c e s .  I n

OUT Opinion the  t ime has  Come for  the  problem of  convers ion to he the  subject of

mu l t i l a t e r a l  intarna t i o n a l  discussion  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  Na tion.9.

AlUIq w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  comunity,  we  have  q r ee t ed  w i th

enthusiasm the  resul ts  achieved on nuclear  and space  armaments  a t  the  ta lks  between

t h e  Foreiqn  M i n i s t e r s  o f  the WSR a n d  t h e  US.4  in Wyoming, which atrenqthen our hope

t h a t  i t  w i l l  s o o n  h e  possible  t o  c o n c l u d e  a n  agreement on  a  50 per cent r e d u c t i o n

in s t ra taqic  offensive weapons.

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  incrr?aRinq  r ea son  tr> h o p e  for p o s i t i v e  m o v e m e n t  coqatdinq

tactical  nllcl  car weapons. T n  a  larqe  t?xtt?nt, s o l u t i o n  of th3t  p r o b l e m  will
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determine Europe�s  s tabi l i ty  and secur i ty . With our allies we have concluded that

the solution Of that question can be reached gradually, in stages, and we have

taken into account the existing concept of minimum nuclear deterrence in the NATO

CxWtttieS and  t h e i r  r ead ines s  t o  s t a r t .  talks abut th i s  ca t egory  o f  w e a p o n s  i f

there  are concrete  resul t s  in  the  talks in  V ienna on convent ional  weapons.

The Vienna talks on conventional weapons  among 23 States  memhers of the Warsaw

Pact and NATO have in our view heen aenera1l.y positive. T h e i r  greateflt  political.

cap i t a l  ia t h e  r ead inasa  o f  both m i l i t a r y - p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  t o  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e

a g r e e m e n t  imporbnt  o f fens ive  weapons  s u c h  a u  tankfi, a r t i l l e ry ,  a r m o u r e d  transprtr

av ia t i on , helicopters and manpower, and thei r  agreement  tha t  armed forces  will.  he

reduced to  eaual  levels  and suhleveln. The views of  the  s ides  on def in i t ions  of

var ious categories  of  weapons and the i r  numhers  are  RO close  - a lmost  ident ica l  -

that  they  can he agreed upon dur ing th is  round or  a t  the  beginning of  the  next

one. Nobody douhts  the  need to  es tabl i sh  s t r ic t  mutual  cont ro ls  wi th  on-s i te

i n s p e c t i o n s  w i t h o u t  r i g h t  o f  r e fusa l . The recent NATO proposal. on the exchange Of

informat ion, stahilizetion and control measures ,  and the  changes in the  powi  t ion  of

t h e  Warsaw Pac t  coun t r i e s  o n  t h e  a u e w t i o n s  of  av ia t ion ,  t anks ,  a r t i l l e ry  nnd

reqional  distribution,  h a v e  m o v e d  t h e  s tudy  o f  t h e s e  problems e v e n  clofier  t o  t h e

very  hear t  of the  fu ture  agreement .

Thus, we have reaRon to  he  reasonably  opt imis t ic . But w e  a r e  s t i l l  F a r  f r o m

e u p h o r i a  hecause  m a n y  m a t t e r s  a r e  s t i l l  pendinq. F u r t h e r , f o r  reasonu t h a t  a r e

well known, we are  constant ly  under  pre.swure of t ime. we can assure  a l .1  that

Czechos lovak i a  wil.1 d o  e v e r y t h i n q  n o t  o n l y  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  temp o f  t h e  t a l k s  hut

a l s o  t o  f ac i l i t a t e  t h e  reachinq  of  a n  i m p o r t a n t  a g r e e m e n t  n e x t  y e a r .

We a re  also v e r y  sa t i s f i ed  w i t h  t h e  w o r k  d o n e  i n  t h e  3 5 - c o u n t r y  t a l k s  fo r  t he

otrenqthening of  conf idence and Recurity  in  Europe. The proposals  express  the
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fundamental priorities, approaches and goals of the three groups of countries

Participating in these negotiations. The existing agreement and the convergence Of

positions makes it imperative for us to seek speedy and mutually aCCeptah1.e

decisions on the important problems still pending. What is most important,

however, is that the activities of the air forces and navies be included in the

study of confidence-building measures and ways of limiting the number of military

exercises in which all types of armed forces are used.

The agreements that will be worked out in Vienna will require  new approaches -

not only in the gathering and consideration of a large amount of information among

the 35 States members of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe

(CSCE) , hut also in deciding on the machinery for consultation. That is why,

together with our allies, we put forward the idea of creating a pan-European centre

to reduce military threats, and we expect a constructive response.

We are also in favour of a detailed discussion of the �open skies” idea

advanced by the united States and developed by the Soviet Union. If worked out

Carefully, this idea can make an important contribution  to the creation of a system

of openness world-wide. The international conference it is Canada’s responsibility

to convene is in our view an appropriate forum in which to work out the main

aspects of this initiative.

Our efforts to participate actively in the development of a pan-European

process are reflected in the Czechoslovak initiative for the creation of a zone Of

trust,  co-operation and good-neighbourly relations between contiguous States

members of the Warsaw Pact and WA’L’O,  put forward by the Secretary-General of the

Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, Mr. Jakes, in Pehruary 1988. Its objectives

must, however, he reached through a general expansion of political dialogue,

contacts, and mutually advant?qeous co-operation in the spirit of the new politic.31

thinking.
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In the first stage, we informed interested States and the public at large of
.

the Principles and forms of co-operation between contiguous countries which in our

view should eliminate confrontation and the lack of confidence between the two

qroups and do away with the image each had of the other as its enemy. In the

second stagei  with the assistance of the relevant governmental bodies and

departments and many social organizations in Czechoslovakia, we worked out a set of

specific measures and projects aimed at the further development of co-operation in

all fields. In the near future, we intend to discuss these with all potential

partners from the confidence zone and any other interested partners.

In the military field, we are interested first and foremost in cutting the

manpower of our military divisions and reducing the numbers of the most dangerous

forms of offensive weapons in the zone along the line of contiguity between the two

blocs in Europe. In this respect, we would also draw attention to the increasing

relevance of the joint initiatives of the Governments of Czechoslovakia and the

German Denocratic  Republicp which they put forward between 1985 and 198% towards

Creating a zone in central Europe free of chemical weapons and a mrri&r  free of

nuclear weapons from 1987  0~. Implementing these and other, partial, regional

steps and measures could set up a buffer against further proliferation in the tools

of mass destruction and their missile delivery systems.

Czechoslovakia is firmly in favour of strengthening the role of the United

Nations, its Secretary-General and the Security Council in the field of

disarmament. In the meetings of this Committee too we are prepared to give our

active support to any constructive proposals to increase the effectiveness of the

existing mechanisms of he United Nations and to create new ones, if the reality of

the situation and the need to solve burning issues so demands.
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F+cently , much ‘has also been said about ways to improve the operation of the

United Nations Disarmament Commission. We are in complete agreement with those who

point to the insufficient use made of that body’s potential. We beljeve  that One

of the possible solution;  could be TV reduce the number of items on the agenda,

rotate Group chairmen, form small  working qroups - of 20 to ‘25 experts - with

specific terms of reference, and so on.

We place a high value on the activities of the United Nations and its

Secretary-General in developing various types of studies and eesearch  on

disarmament. They not only help experts in their work but also inform people and

publicize  the humanitarian mission of disarmament. Czechoslovak  ia intends to

continue its active participation in this beneficial Unitad Nations endeavour.

Czechoslovakia’s practical contribution is nw coming in the form of direct

participation in developing research into the role of the United Nations in the

field of monitoring.

TO be honest, we expected more from the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva

this year. Yet again the procedures for forming the working bodies has proved to

be clumsy.

There should be some noticeable movement, in our view, in the discussions on

the set of nuclear disarmament issues, the more so as all the nuclear Powers are

taking part in ttle work of the Conference. The progress which has been registered

.it the Soviet-United Stakes talks , particularly at the Wyoming meeting, lays good

groundwork for the work of the Geneva Conference on Disarmament.

We would welcome the most rapid possible beginning of businesslike talks on a

comprehensive ban on nuclear-weapon testing. We are therefore prepared to do

every thing in our power to that end, as we confirmed in the joint document  from the

socialist States adopted in June 1987, in which the main provisions of a
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comprehensive  nuclear- tes t -ban treaty were formulated,  and in  the  compromise

ProPeal put forward in  Auquat  1998,  which aeta the  terma of  reference for  the

correupondinq  work inq bodY.

One of the possible ways towards ending nuclear teats would be, in our view,

to  ex tend  the  1963 Moecow  Treaty Banninq  EJuclear Weapon Tests in  the  Atmospherer  in

Outer Space and Under Water to aver underground explosione. We support the l&a

of  conven ing  i n  t he  ve ry  nea r  fu tu re  a  epecial c o n f e r e n c e  t o  discuas thie ieOUe,

preferably af ter  the murth Review Conference of  the  Partire to  the  Treaty  on the

Non-Ptolifera tion of Nuclear Weapons.

I  w o u l d  1  i k e  t o  asaure  t h i s  i.mpartant b o d y  t h a t  CzechoeloVakia,  which doea n o t

posseee  or  produce  chemical  weapon8 and ha8 none  on  i tr terr i tory,  wi l l  cont inue

actively to promote the achievement of a convention banninq  and eliminating them,

i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f t�r a Paris and Canberra Ccnferencee on chemical weapons which have

tcrken p l a c e  this year . The pr inc ip les  of our approach on th is  issue are set  out  in

the declaration by the Government of Czechoelovak ia of 5 January 1989. I n  t h a t

dec l a r a t i on ,  we  exp re s sed  o u r  readineaa  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  first S ta t e s  pa r ty  to  a

c o n v e n t i o n ,  j u s t  a s  soon aa i t  i s  r e a d y . Even now, we are taking suitable steps

within  our  Sta te , wi th  the  involvement  of  23  minis t r ies  and depar tments .

O u r  p r a c t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  i s  s h o w n  b y  t h e  feet that we  have

taken leqnl  measures  to  l imi t  the  expor t  of  se lec ted  type8 of  dual-purpose

chemicalsj  t hese  a r e  t empora ry , p a r t i a l  measur �8 t o  p r e v e n t  the m i s u s e  o f  chemiccrlg

for  m i l i t a r y  p u r p o s e s  untiL t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  i s  ooncludod. I n  J a n u a r y  thiR :;.?ar we

carwiSed  out  a  nat ional  exper imenta l  veriEication  which conf i rmed that  i t  i s

possible  t o  have  e f f ec t i ve  con t ro l  t ha t  wou ld  ensurF! t h a t  c h e m i c a l  weapon? a r e  no t

heinq produced in  our  c iv i l  chemicals  indust ry . In Auqust the  Minis  tee of Foraisn

Affairs oE Czechoslovakia ,  Mr.  Johanes, informed the Conference on Disarmament in
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Geneva of CsschosAovakia�s  readiness  to  carry cut th is  exper imental  ver i f ica t ion a t

the  in ter  na t ional  level, At  the  ssms t ime,  we publ ished the  pr incipal  da ta  about

our chemical capabi l i ty  which were  re levant  to  th is  issue,  and a l located a  suecial

laboratory fat use by the future bodies set up under the convention to ban and

eliminate chemical weapons.

Czeohoslovakia  i s  aons tan t  i n  i t s  suppor t  fo r  reach ing  aqrremnt  on  prac t i ca l

measures to prevent the deployment of any weapons uystsms  in outer srmce. We are

very in teres ted  in  the  proposals  by the Sovie t  Union to  se t  up  a qroup of

i n s p e c t o r s  t o  m o n i t o r  o b j e c t s  l a u n c h e d  i n t o  arter s p a c e  i n  o r d e r  to  ver i fy  tha t

offensive weapons have not been deployed,  and t6 se t  up  an in ternat ional  space

agency. I f  these  proposals  ate  adopted,  we nre prepared to  submit  to  moni tor  inq

all Csechoslovakia�s  technical equipment which has been launched into outer space

under the INTERCOSMOS  programme, We are also  prepared to discuss  cons t ruct ive

proposals by other States on confidence-building measures and messures  to increase

o p e n n e s s  i n  s p a c e  a c t i v i t i e s . These could become a reliable quer antee that the

spread of the arms race into outer space would be prevented.
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On other matters on the agenda of the Geneva Conference, such as the

Prohib i t ion  of  radiological  weapons,  quarantees  of ascurity  for  non-nuclear  Sta tes

and a qeneral  Aisarmsmsnt  programme there is qreat  delay which must he overcome W

a common effort.

To concl  ude  , I  express  t h e  hope t h a t  a l l  Statea r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  this

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r u m  w i l l  show the  po l i t i c a l  ma tu r i t y  and  w i l l  t ha t  a t  thi8 d e c i s i v e

stags of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  davelopnent  w i l l  h e l p  u s  t o  ach ieve  c o n c r e t e  aqreements  t o

limit armaments and ensure disarmament. The United Na tionn can play a fundamental

r o l e  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s .

Mr. STRESOV  (Bulqae ia) 8 T congratulate your Mr. Chairman, on your

e lec t ion  to  your highly  responsible  post  and wish you every success in  the

discharqe  of your dut ies . Our conqratulations  also go to the other members of the

Bureau. The delegat ion  of  the  People �s  Republ ic  of  Bulqar la  is  prepared to  work to

promote  unders tandinq and co-opera t ion  arrmq  the Member States  of  the  Uni ted

Nat ions  in  the  f ie ld  of  d isarmament  and in ternat ional  secur i ty .

Permit me also through you, Sir, to convey our deep and sincere condolences to

the deleqa tion of the United States of America on the traqic loss of human life

caused by the  earthquakt?  in  Californin.

W e  n o t e  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d e b a t e  i n  t h e  Chneral  Assembly d e m o n s t r a t e d

the desi re  of  pract ical ly  all deloqa t ions  to  concentra te  the  work of  the

for ty-fourth  sess ion on  ways and means of  eneurinq greater  utilizatfon  of the

potent ia l  of  ths Uni ted  Na tionu in  resolving in ternat ional  problems. In our  v iew

t h e  9ucce.98 of t he se  e f fo r t s  w i l l  depend  t o  a  very great extent  upon frlrther

proqress  In disarmament . That is why for the People�s Republic of Bulgaria the

war k i n  t h i s  Eisld i s  o f  t h e  highest p r i o r i t y . firther p r a c t i c a l  s t e p s  f o r  curbinq
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the arms race and a&pting effect ive disarmament  meaaucea would  rtrenqthen  the

positive  t rend se t  by the  aiqnirrq of the Treaty between the  Uni ted  Sta tes  of

America and the Union oE Soviet Sociallet  Republica on the Elimination of Their

Intermediate-Range and Shor ter-Ranqe Miss i les  - the  MF Treaty. This would

eta tabl ieh  a qual i ta t ively  new atmosphere in  the  eearch for eolutions  to  the  moat

complicated military and etrategic  problems.

E v e n  t h e  eeeminqly irraconcilabla  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  atratiqy  of

nuclear  deter rence  and the  idea  of  the  complete  e l iminat ion of  nuclear  weapons  can

b e  overcom i f  t h e  neceeesry  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  a n d  readiness f o r  d i a l o g u e  a n d

oompromiee  e x i s t .

In hia e ta tement  before the  Counci l  of  arope, Mikhail Gorbachev propoaed the

concept of minimum nuclear deterrence and the convening  of an expert me8 ting  to

assist i n  t h e  e e a r c h  for  a  gene ra l l y  accep t ab l e  de f in i t i on . This  concept would be

feaeible  a8 a  t e m p o r a r y  s o l u t i o n  aa long aa i t  excluc¶e3 t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  catryinq

out nuclear attacks. In our view thie fresh approach could make a  valuable

contr ibut ion  to  e labora t ing  a common etand on  renderinq  the  procera  of nuclear

disarmament ir rever Bible.

A major  etep in  thie d i rec t ion  should be the  complet ion of  the  Sovie t -American

neqotiations  on  r educ ing  by  ha l f  t he i r  s t r a t eg i c  o f f ene ive  weapons . We hope that

solution8 to the remaining problems can be found before the Pburth  Review

Conference of the  Partiee  to  the  Treaty  on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion of  Nuclear  Weapon8

(NPT). Thie  would  be  of major  eiqnificance  in  arr iving at  a wider  concurrence  of

v i e w s  o n  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  rdqime.

The  nuc l ea r - a rms  r ace  canno t  b e  s t o p p e d  i f  n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  c o n t i n u e e .  A

radical eolu tion to the problem of a compreheneive  and complete ban on all

nuc l ea r -weapon  t e s t s  ie lcnq ove rdue . I t  ie our  hope t ha t  a f t e r  t he  an t i c ipa t ed

auccem of  the  Sovie t -American negot ia t ions  on the  verificaticn procedure8 of  the
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1972 and 1976 Treaties the two countries will arrive at the NPT Review Conference

having aohieved oonaiderable  progress in  co-ordinating  reduct ions  of  the  nuder and

power of nuclear teats. A p-i tive example has been set by the decision  Of the

S o v i e t  U n i o n  t o  reduce un i l a t e r a l l y  b y  o n e  th i rd  t h e  nunber of  i t s  nuc l ea r  t ea ts ,

a s  w e l l  a s  t o  l i m i t  t h e i r  y i e l d . We would  note ,  however ,  that  the  b i la tera l

n e g o t i a t i o n s  cn ataqe-by-atsqe  reduo t iona  of  n u c l e a r  torts a c e  n e i t h e r  a  subs t i t u t e

for  a  comprehens ive  t e a t  bea n o r  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  m u l t i l a t e r a l  e f f o r t s  in  th i s

f ie ld ,  par t icular ly  those  within the  framework of the  Conference on DiaarmarMnt.

We believe that an international agreement on ha1 ting and subasquently  banning

t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f i s s i o n a b l e  materiah for  military  purposes would  be a fu r the r

step on the way to curbing the arm8 race that would complement a ban on

nuclear-weapon tes t ing.

The problem of  reducing tact ical  nuclear  weapons  in  Ebrope i s  now gaining

prominence. The preaerva tion, modernization  and further aocumula tion of such

weapons  would  have  a destahi1izing  impact  on the  cont inent ,  especia l ly  i f  the

expected convent ion al reductions 90 ahead. The States parties tc the Warsaw Treaty

have proposed separa te  negot ia t ions  on the problem of tac t ica l  nuclear  weapons  in

Rutopt?, t o  b e  p r e c e d e d  by con8ultations  o n  t h e i r  mandatr,  and  conpcmitionr  without

wai t ing for  the  conclus ion of  an  agreement  on the  reduct ion of  convent ional  foroea .

A pr io r i t y  task i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  d i sa rmamen t  is t h e  p r o m p t  oonclusion  of  a

convention on the banning and elimination of all  chemical weapons. The Par is

Conference of last January demonstrated the broad in terna tional conaenaus  both on

the  need for  s igning such a convention  and on the  adopt ion  of  preparatory meaaucea

at  the  nat ional  level  for  1 ta  implementa t ion. I t  genera  ted nr,mentum  for  the

speeding Up Of the negotiations at the Conferance on Disarmament. It is to be

regret ted  tnat th is  year  �a two sea8ion8 fa i led  to  use  th is  oppor  trnity . Therefore
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we welcome the proqrese achieved in the Soviet-American talkr in Wyoming ad

stronqly hope that they will  provide the neceaeary  impetus for the Conference on

Disarmament to move forward without further delay towardr the early conclueion  Of a

to ta l  ban on chemical  weapona.

The recent international Conference in Canberra aleo mat+e a riqnificant

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  b y  b r i n q i n q  industry  i n t o  thir proCe8nD

T h e  e x p e r t  group appointad  by  the  Secretary-Ceneral  t o  e l abo ra t e  rules and

procedure8 for  inquiry in to  repor ts  on  a l leged viola  tione  of  the  Geneva PrOtOCOl of

1925 has also oompleted  its work.

In  these  circumatancee,  for  the  Ocneva negot ia t ions  to become bogged  down inb

t e c h n i c a l  detail8  migh t  be  f rue t r a t i ng  and  b r ing  abou t  a  l o se  o f  momentum9  A

determined pol i t ica l  e f for t  i s  now needed to  overcome the  last obs tac les  on  the  way

to  n g lobal  convent ion . Therefore we welcome the proposals made in plenary meetinq

to change the  pat tern  of  work of  the  Conference on Diearmament  on  tbie mat ter  and

to g ive the Ad Hoc Committee a dra f tinq mandate l
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There is another area where positive signals are observed. We believe that

COnVentiOnal  disarmament is bound soon to become a reality, although it is still

too early to outline an exact time frame for its first tangible results. In

Europe, where the concentration of conventional arms is highest, a new

consciousness is being formed. In Vienna, in contrast with recent times, public

relations and propaganda point-scoring have yielded to a business-like dialogue

between East and West. We have also witnessed a series of unilateral measures in

the conventional field.

My Government has contributed to this trend by deciding to cut the military

budget of the People's Republic of Bulgaria by 12 per cent and to reduce the armed

forces by late 1990 by 10,000 men, 200 tanks, 200 artillery systems, 20 aircraft

and 5 naval units. These reductions are already under way.

These and other measures aimed at real disarmament, however, very often bring

about parallel organisational, economic, social and othe, Lroblems. They are

making US view in a new light the conversion of military resources for civilian

purposes. The pending disarmament agreements make it necessary t0 take

comprehensive measures at the national level.

This is an issue that concerns a number of countries, and therefore we feel

that the United Nations is the best place to exchange ideas and experience on how

it may he tackled through the joint efforts of the international community.

The deliberate exclusion of certain fields of disarmament from the

international dialogue is unacceptable. The problem of naval arms and disarmament

is still such a  field. We are in favour of a constructive dialogue at the United

Nations and, even better, at the Conference on Disarmament, with the participation

of all the major maritime Powers.
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Improving the offectiveneae  of the  united Nationa hobieR deal ing with

diearmament would aleo contr ibute to  the  mult i la teral  effort8 to  curb the rrme

race. The laa t  sess ion of  the  Firrt Commit tee  ehowed a certa in  improvementr  a lbei t

not rad i ca l ,  in  i t s  work,  Ind ica t ing  a  t r end  toward6  g r e a t e r  e f f i c i ency  and

p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f  i t s  decisiona. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i e  c a n n o t  b e  said o f  t h e

Conference on Disarmament, and even lsne can it he eaid of the Disarmament

Cammieeion. It  i s  our  hope that  at  th is  aeeeion  our Committee wil l  be  able  to

deliberate on the moat appropriate idea8 and propoeale for improving the

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  those hodiee  a n d  t o  r e a c h  conflensus  i n  t h i n  regard.

At the same time, we acknowledge the efforts of the United Nations DepartmentI

for Dirarmament Affaica, under the able guidance of under-Secretary-General

Yaauehi  Akashi, wh ich  ha s  mainMined a  h i q h  ntandard o f  ef�ficiency  i n  thir

i m p o r t a n t  f i e ld .

Those are the general remarkfl my delegation wiehee to share with the

Committee. We expect  to  e laborate  on some of them fur ther  dur ing the  course  of the

debate .

Mr m PITARKA (Al hsnia) : A l l o w  m e  f i r s t  t o  conqratulate  youf S i r ,  o n

hehal f of the Al banian delegation, upon your election as Chairman of the Committee,

to wish you every success in presiding over its proceedings and to wish the other

officf:rs  of the  Commit tee  every BUCC~OB,  too.

The concern and preoccupation of the international community over the arms

race a n d  t h e  danqer.s  that  i t  poues t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y  persiRt in

this s e s s i o n , t o o ,  as i n  previoue  ones, MoRt  of the agenda items for the debate on

disarmament  have already hecnme t radi t ional , because the reality of the arms race

remains  unal tered, characterized  by the same denominator: i t s  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n

alonq t h e  l i n e s  o f  t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  force8 t ha t  a sp i r e  t o  h e g e m o n y  a n d
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supremacy,  which view armament8 aa a meanr  to  a t ta in  thei r  goals  - that  ia, to

realise t h e i r  p o l i c y  o f  expansion.

The  propeneity  to  increase armaments , h o t h  sualitstively  and  quan t i t a t i ve ly ,

s t i l l  impoaea i t se l f  u p o n ,  and  continuee  t o  d o m i n a t e , t h e  aspiration  o f  t h e  peopleR

and world public  opinion for genuine disarmament. It temaina  one of  the  moet

eeuential  factora d i r ec t l y  i n f l uenc ing  the  ma in tenance  o f  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  world

s i t u a t i o n , w h i c h  iu f r augh t  w i th  tsnsione, dangers  and confl ic ts  that  may

ptent ial ly I cad to greater confrontat ionn, I t  ie e a u a l l y  n a t u r a l  a n d

underatandahle  that ,  a l though we are on the  verge of  the  las t  decade Of th is

cen tu ry ,  t he  i s sue s  r e l a t i ng  to  d i sarmament  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  to the

g e n u i n e  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t o  t h e  crea t i on  o f  a  c l i m a t e  o f

peace  and unders tanding atill constitute  the  core  of  our  debate.

This  year’8 sess ion  coincides  wi th  the  closing of  the  Second Diaarmament

Decade and with preparations for the Third Decade, which will mark the cloning  Of

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y . As the las t  decade Of the  twent ie th  century ,  i t  commande

a t t e n t i o n , not  only  hecauoe it i s  the  end of  the  second mi l lennium of our  era,  from

t.h,!  chronolqical  mint o f  v i e w , b u t  also hecaufle  w e  a r e  e n t e r i n g  i t  witbout

freeinq  humanity tram the preoccupation8 and concerns of the First and Second

ninarmamt?nt  Decades,

M a n k i n d  continuea t o  l i v e  throuqh  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  arm8 r a c e  of  a l l .  va r i e t i e s

o f  wf+apons, which  has p i led up alqantic  nuclear  arwnals  in  the  hands of  some big

iml�erlal  int  Powers ,  primarllv  the  two super -Powers , t h e  United Sta t e s  o f  Amer ica

,3nd t h e Soviet.  TInion. These a r s e n a l s  repre.sent  a  t h r e a t  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  a n d

nt!cu r i ty . Therefore , in nor o p i n i o n , the  qoal, the  aspiration  and the  message of

wr-,rld pllhlic  opinion on the Mink of the Third Disarmament Decade also remain
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largely unchanged: to  stay the hand of  the torcea which hold the  peoples  of  the

world  hontage  to  tha perpetual  b lackmai l  and threat  of  war and nuclear  holocauet,

T h e  Albanian  d e l e g a t i o n  supports  a l l  thoee  endeavour%,  i n  the  f r amework  of  the

Third Disarmament  Decade,  which wil l  real ly  contr ibute  to  the  strengthening  of

internat ional  peace and eecurity  am wel l  as to  the  denunciat ion of the  aim of the

tW0 ruper-PowerA and the mil i tary  blocs they  heed - the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization  and the  Warsaw  Treaty - t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  arme race  to  aerve the i r

hewmcniatic  p o l i c y  and the  preeervation  of  t he i r  repherer of  i n f l u e n c e .

I t  ia acknowledged that  th ie  century  la among the  moat unprecedented nerioda

f o r  ecientific  dircoveries, B u t  i t  w i l l  a l r o  g o  d o w n  i n  h i s t o r y  a s  t h e  c e n t u r y  ofb

the two mort tragic world warat an the  century in  the  course of which the armB race

reached new and mont dangerous frontiers. Aa p a r t  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  arma raceI

n u c l e a r  weapons,  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  m a n y  arpecta , continue to be among the dangera

threatening mankind. If  i n  e v e r y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f o r u m  - w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  our

Commit tee ,  which  i s  npecifically d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h r e e  ieeuea  - i t  ita r e p e a t e d l y

stated tha t  nuclear weapon8 come firat and that  genuine disarmament  should etart

from there, that la hecauae  it haa now been  accepted by a13 that a nuclear

con f ron ta t i on  cou ld  b e  c a t a s t r o p h i c  for  t h e  v e r y  exintence  of  l i f e  o n  Ear th .

Furthermore, t h e r e  ie increaeing  proof  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  phyeical  exietence  o f  these

enOrnou8  stcckpilee,  t h e  teeta  car r i ed  o u t  w i t h  n u c l e a r  weapane and t he i r

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  rssidues, l e t  a l o n e  t h e  politSca1  bl.ackmail  t h e y  e x e r t  w i t h o u t  e v e n

being triggered off, a r e  a  conetant blource o f  worry? with ever more dangerous

consecfuence8 Ear genuine peace and Becur  ity.

Prompted b y  that  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  d a n g e r s  t h a t  t h e  n u c l e a r - a c m e  r a c e  i s

f r a u g h t  w i t h , .  w o r l d  public  op in ion  ia c l o s e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  metamorphoaie  and

e v o l u t i o n  ol! t h e  U n i t e d  StatetMbviet dialogue  i n  thie d o m a i n . The l imi ta t ion  and
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the real reduction of stocks of nuclear weapons, if realized in practice, would

undoubtedly be a positive development. Peace-loving peoples and countries, which

have long been insisting on such measures and are continually pressing the

super-Powers and the other imperialist Powers  to terminate their military course

and the arms race, would naturally welcome such steps.
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It is clear by now that there is an interplay of motives behind the united

States-Soviet dialogue on nuclear disarmament and their relations in general,

incl uding economic, strategic and propaganda factors. The propaganda f aCtOr

relates to the pressure exerted by peoples and world public opinion, which aspire

to genuine disarmament.

If the 1987 Treaty between the super-Powers on the Elimination of Their

Medium-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles is compared with the facts, it becomes

clear that more than 50,000 nuclear warheads of various highly sophisticated types

still exist and are constantly being perfected. Not even the most optimistic souls

can be lulled to sleep by the propa,ganda  lullabies. On the contrary, Vigilance iS

needed, as we are actually faced with two dangerous trends: first, the extension

of the arms race to outer space; and secondly, the compensation of the quantitative

reductions in nuclear weapons by aualitative improvement and the continuing

modernisation of other weapons. At present, there is a constant narrowing of the

boundary between the dangers of nuclear weapons and those posed by sophisticated

conventional arms.

The extension of the arms race to outer space would eventually bring about a

new and more perilous escalation of the arms race, carrying with it potential

threats to our planet from another direction. The existing arsenals of space

weapons, in particular both publicized  and unpublicised projects, prove that cuter

space has been included in the global war plans of the super-Powers, threatening to

turn it in future into a real place d’armes, just as the seas and Earth have become.

Nor is the phenomenon of sualitatively  compensating for suantitative

reductions in nuclear weapons new or without precedent in the history Of the stages

through which the arms race has evolved. In the past two, we havr witnessed the

same tactics of the super-Powers, which, every time they have agreed to reduce,

limit Or eliminate a certain category of weapOns, have instead come up with new,
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more sophisticated and more advanced types. Hence, there is real danger of the

introduction of a new, more sophisticated and more destructive generation of

nuclear weapons, which have been and can still be left out of agreements between

the super-Powers - not to mention sophisticated conventional weapons. In our

opinion, the facts have proved, and continue to prove, that the striking potential

of nuclear weapons is not diminished by their numerir.al reduction, since constant

perfecting can increase their destructiveness. Judging from their actions, this iS

what has happened and what is still happening now.

The Albanian delegation continues to maintain that the conventional arms race

is of esual concern. What makes this aspect of the arms race most upsetting is the

ever-increasing use of conventional weapons on the battlefield. NO less than

20 million people have been killed by these weapons in about 150 local wa:s and

conflicts, some of which are still going on - not to mention the colossal material

losses suffered by the countries involved.

The aforementioned facts are widely known. It is also widely known that the

expenditures fo: the purchase of these weapons place a burden on opposing

count3 ies. Neither is it unknown, for that matter, that the overwhelming majority

of the States Members of the United Nations have expressed concern over the

escalation of the conventional arms race, in particular locally, in various regions

of the world.

It has hecn proved that the super-Powers and their military alliances, in

collusion with T: 9 military multinationals, which account for 93 per cent of the

global sales of conventional weapons and their transactions, bear the main

rcsponsihil  ity for the intensification of this race.

The negative effects and the burden entailed hy the expenditures an such

weapons become evident if one considers the grave eccnomic situation of most

developing countries, their high foreign indebtedness, massive hunger
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and so forth. From that standpoint, these weapons have a doubly tragic reSu?.t:

loss of innocent lives and devastation of the economies of these countries,

wherefrom the merchants of death make colossal profits.

Because of the presence of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and

the Warsaw Treaty, and of the vast military arsenals of the two super-PowerSI  an

atmosphere of political and military distrust still prevails in Europe. European

peoples have grown more sensitive than ever to the dangers of this reality and to

its negative effects on the political climate of our old continent.

There is at present a growing realistic tendency to call for the realization

of the aspiration of a Europe for $he Europeans. We maintain that a constructive

step to that end would be the dismantling of the two military blocs, NATO and the

Warsaw Treaty and elimination of the military presence of the two super-Powers.

This would make it possible to proceed further on a course much desired by the

Peoples of Europe: relaxation of the atmosphere of military and political

confrontation and the creation of a climate of mutual trust.

Yet, the newly proclaimed plans and programmes for modernization of

short-range nuclear missiles and of certain types of conventional weapons not Only

give cause for greater concern but are also proof that the super-Powers' intentions

on the European continent have remained essentially the Same.

Chemical weapons as part of the overall arms race have increased in number and

we have unfortunately even witnessed cases of their being put to use. This

reality, coupled with the concern and preoccupation over the consequences, was

clearly demonstrated at the Paris Conference, which took place at the beginning of

this year. As we stated then, the increase in chemical weapons and their

development to the present state is not, in our opinion, a spontaneous process, but
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a result oE the overall arms race between the United States of America and the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, which possess the biggest arsenals of these

weapons 8 as well  as the technologies for steadily perfecting them.

We would welcome an international convention that would outline concrete

measures towards chemical disarmament. But in order to attain that goal,, the first

and most determining step should be taken by those who possess the largest arsenals

Of these weapons, by those who possess the most advanced technologies  for their

production, and by those who are the main traders in these weapons.

Consistent in its stance on the crucial issues of the time - preservation of

peace and international security, a II-round and genuine disarmament - the People's

Socialist Republic of Albania has supported  and will continue to support all

actions and steps that are conducive to peace and international Security. We shall

also oppose all policies that threaten freedom, independence and the sovereignty Of

countries and nations, including the arms race, by denouncing the real protagonists

and the ones who are responsible for its continuation.

In conclusion, I would like to reiterate the readiness of the Alhanian

delegation to make its own modest contribution  to the proceedings of this Committee.

Mr. HOHENFELLNER (Austria): Permit me, at the outset, to convey to you,

Sir, the congratulations of the Austrian delegation on your election to the

chairmanship of the First Committee. Your election is a tribute to your

professional experience and ability in the field of disarmament. I am convinced

that under your guidance the work of this Committee will achieve substantial

results.

1 also congratulate the Vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteur on their elections.

T assure the Bureau of the full support and co-operation of the Austrian delegation.
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A t  t h e  beqinninq  o f  l a e t  year�s g e n e r a l  debta i n  the Firrt Committer,  Wb Weea

.qhle ta welcome the  improvement  in  the  in ternat ional  ol hate, in  particul  al: between

th@ two super-Powers, This year, we are even more encouraqed  by the proqresr in

in t e rna t iona l  re la t ions . Nearly  a l l  Heads  of  State  or  Qoveenment and Foreign

Minis  tets, in  the i r  s ta tements  in  the  p lenary  mee tinqr of the General  Illlsembly e

m e n t i o n e d  t h e  p o s i t i v e  t r e n d  towardta fu r the r  ddtente  and  a h e i g h t e n e d  awacenere  of

common responsibility for the maintenance and enhancement of peace. AL1 t h e

addresees  made r e f e r e n c e ,  tn p a r t i c u l a r , to  thn recent  talltr between United Stabs

Secretary of State Baker and 3oviet  Foreign Minister Shevrednadae and ptafeed the

imPetu8 t h a t  di~acillamnt e f f o r t s  h a v e  gained  from those hlks.
*

Indeed, increased understanding between the super-Powere and a new flexibility

in  Eas t -West  re la t ions  oontr ibute  enormouely  to  the  spi r i t  of  goodwil l  which is

essent ia l  for  the  disarmament  process, Looking back to 1987 and 1988, we are VetY

sat is f ied wi th  the  conclus ion  of  the  Treaty  between the  Uni ted  Sta tes  of  America

and the  Union of  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  Republ ic8  on the  El iminat ion  of Their

Intermediate-Ranqe and Shor ter-Ranqe Missiletfl  - the INF Treaty - which,  for the

f i r s t  time i n  h i s t o r y , e l iminated  a whole  cataqory of weapon6  and wa8 a token of

the  t rans i t ion f rom mete  arms control  to qcnuine  disarmament ,  We welcome the

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  tha t  i:npottant  Trea ty , which is tak inq place in accordance with

t h e  set ttmetible  a n d  w i t h o u t  Etictions.

In  t h i s  con t ex t ,  we  have  t o  t ake  i n to  accoun t  pa r t i cu l a r l y  t he  i n t e r ac t i on

between and in terdependsnce  of b ila tet al , req ional  and mu1 tila tetal  diearmmmt

endeavours. I t  w a s  s t a t e d  i n  l a s t  year �8 r e s o l u t i o n  43/X F  t h a t

“rea l  p rogre s s  i n  t he  f i e ld  o f  nuclear d i s a rmamen t  cou ld  c r e a t e  a n  atmmphecrr

conducive to progrefls  in conventional disarmament on a world-wide basis�.

This makes  i t  obvious  that  genuine  convent ional  d isarmament  i s  not  fetasib1.u withWrt

c o r r e l a t i n g  s t e p s  i n  t h e  n u c l e a r  fiald. On the o t h e r  hand ,  proqrefts  i n  t h e
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oonven tional field can pronw,tc conf iilence and oan, therefore, together with

confidence- and recur i ty-building measures, c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  c l ima te  f avourab l e  t o

achieving common poet ticJna and agreements relating to nuolear  diearmament  l

I recall the fact t h a t  s h o r t e r -  a n d  i n t e r m e d i a t e - r a n g e  mireilea  r a p r e s e n t  o n l y

a b o u t  3  p e r  CenL  o f  t he  t o t a l  nuc l ea r  a r s ena l . Hence, my deleqa tion ie convinced

thrrt the INF Treaty, which has been whole-heartadly welcomed by all of us, oan he

only a atartinq poin t  from which fur ther  measurea  have to  be launched. Thus, we

wslcame  t h e  i n t e n t t o n  o f  t h e  super-Power6  to  out  t h e i r  strategic  aceenals by

50 p e r  c e n t  a n d  t o  make  this t h e i r  qosl  i n  t h e  s tra teqic arms  reduotion  t a lks .  We

hapti tha t  pendinq  queetions  can be reeolved quickly  and that  an  agreement  can be

reacheci  w i t h i n  a  e h o r t  tire. The propoaale  concerning inspections have been

tntersstinq  a n d  promiminq. WQ  are  conf ident  that  a ooneenaua in  th in  f ield wil l

f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  rralu tion of o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .  T h e  r e c e n t  t a l k s  o f

.Sectc!tary  o f  S ta t e  Baker  and Fareiqn Min i s t e r  Sheva rdnadae  have g iven  an

encouraqinq  aiqn and now give r iae  to well-founc!ed expeatations  of fur ther  progress,

Austc ia ia R nmall. c o u n t r y  l o c a t e d  Ln ths h e a r t  o f  Europe  a n d  b o r d e r i n g  o n

Bt;i tes which  belong to  the  two moat  powerful  mil i tary  allianca~. Europo .has the

hiqhegt  concentrnt.lonu  nE weapons, c o n v e n t i o n a l  88 w e l l  as nuc l ea r ,  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

!ih(3rt--rllrlqcr  ml!3Rilc-+A  o f  500 k i l o m e t r e s  o r  leea c o u l d  06~1ily  r e a c h  o u r  t e r r i t o r y  a n d

?a 1!4 f? thf> tno%t  SP.C ir)~~ rfarnaqe a n d  AuFferirlq  t o  n u r  c o u n t r y  nn8 I t s  popl.~. T h a t  !R

w h y  w e  l.’r?r?l th?t the question  o f  tnctlcal  n u c l e a r  weapons alao has t o  h a  oddreseed

morP  i.ntc!nEivPly  find thcrt proqraa~  i n  t h i n  Pi@ld  baa t o  he achiWet9. I f  ~lecurity

it3 po~~~iln\r~  o n  3 l ower int.ctmedi,a~-ranqe  missi1.a l e v e l ,  nr e v e n  o n  zero level.,  a n d

R~C+IIIR  to be CA3selhl.s  WI d Itier strateqic-weawn  level, i t  m u n t .  also be possible oc

a lower lsvsl of t a c t i c a l  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s .
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Aurtr ia attaches the utmost importance to ashieving  agreement on a

comprrheneive nualear-tort-ban  t r e a t y . The  urgent need for  a  treaty  prohibi t ing

any form of nuolear  touting ir c lear ly  ev ident  when we titke into  account  the  faot

that  since 1945 more than 1,500 nuclear  teat explos ions  have  been oonduated,  with

38 rxploeione during the year 1988 alone. This coneiderable  number of explouionr

in recent year6 rhowe the utmort importance of a oomprehenrrive  teat ban. We regret

that the var iour morator iumr, which we welcomed, have not been used to make

rubetantirl p r o g r e r r  i n  this f i e l d .

I  reoall,  in  thin context ,  t ha t  t he  Aus t r i an  Fede ra l  Qovernment,  o n

3 February 1987, mrrde a publio appeal to the Governments of the Soviet Union and*

t h e  Un i ted  States fo r  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  ceeeation  of  n u c l e a r  terting. M y  Qvernmrnt

exprrrred  i t s  conf idence  t ha t  an  ea r ly  a t a t t  on  nego t i a t i on8  a im ing  a t  t he

oanolurion  of  a oompreheneive  nuclear- teat-ban treaty  would conetitute  an important

rrtep in  hal t ing  the  acme race and contr ibu tinq to  a safer world.

AUEtr  ia welcomea  a l l  endeavour  8 with  a  v iew to  achiev ing a  comprehensive

n u c l e a r - t e r t - b a n  treaty, There fore, w e  f e e l  encouraqed  b y  t h e  procere  o f

diecusrion going on betwean  the  Union  of  Soviet  SocialirJt Ibpublicr and the United

Staten of America with reqard to a etep-by-etep  approach towards  an end to nuclear

t e s t i n g . The same haltie  true  for the  agreement  to  incorpora te  hydrodynamic and

ae iamic rr.0r.i tot inq , b e  w e l l  at8 on-0Cte i n s p e c t i o n , and the levels  above which theee

meaeurementa  would uccuc in the ver ificatian protocol  to  the  1974 threshold

tert-ban Treaty , and  f o r  the  ag reemen t  on  t he  ve r i f i ca t i on  p r o t o c o l  to t h e  19%

?Ceaty  o n  n u c l e a r  exploeionq  f o r  psaceflll  purpoeee. We look forward to the

ra t i f i ca t ion  of  both  Treati ae a n  i n t e r i m  m e a s u r e  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  a  compreheneive

n u c l e a r - t e a t - b a n  t r e a t y . We ful ly agree  that  tinslly  a total  test  ban must be

achieved,
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With regard to  the  ver i f ica t ion of compl iance  wi th  a comprshenaive

nuc l ea r - t e s t -ban  t r ea ty ,  Aus t r i a  ac t ive ly  participates  i n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  W Hoc

Group  o f  Sc i en t i f i c  kpe r t s . The onyoinq large-acalo technical endeavours approved

hY t h e  COnferenCe  on  DiSarfnafnent  shm tha t  t h e  p r o b l e m 8  o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n  a r e

technical ly  resolved and permit  evaluat ion of the  performance of  the  ver i f icat ion

sys tern. In addition to A  global  seismic monitoring system, complementary measures

wtll be needed. On-s i te  inspect ions  by in ternat ional  teams would ,  in  any Cabe I

enhance confidence. We hope that a conseneus  on the mandate of a relevant ad hoc

commtttee  of the Conference on Diearmsment  can soon be reached.

The emergence  of a cl imate  of  conf idence should  be used for  the  establishment

of  .9 f unc t ion ing  ve r i f i ca t i on  sya t em. The technica l  poss ib i l i ty  ought  now to  be

m a t c h e d  by  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  and s h o u l d  r e s u l t ,  in t he  l ong  run ,  i n  a  nuc l ea r - f r ee

wor Id * a worl.d which would be lees dangerous and more secure than the Present.

Nuclear  and convent ional  disarmamant  are closely  in ter re la ted  and have to  be

considered in  a  manner  tha t  takes  in to  account  the  mutual  inf luence  of  both

fields. @�I the tiropean cont inent  a major:  achievement  was recorded in  the

convent ional  f ie ld  by the  Concluding  mcument  of  the Vienna followvp  melting  Of

the C o n f e r e n c e  o n  S e c u r i t y  a n d  C o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  &rope,  signed o n  15 January  t h i s

year a We regard the Vienna Concluding Document ae one of the corner-etones Of

onnventional  diftarmament  in  Europe , 8 ince in ita mandate for the nego tia tione on

conventional forces in Europe the Sta tee members of the two alliancea announced

their in ten t ion  to enhance  atabil i ty  and aecur ity through the  creat ion of  a  balance

of conventional forces and armaments on a lower level. Auetr  ia i s  proud tha t  these

important  negot ia t ions , a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  o n  confi.dence-  and

Recurity-builASng  measuree in Europe take place in Vienna.
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The talks on the rm tual reduction of forces and armaments in central Europe

have been going on for 16 years and have ended without result. Maybe t h e  ocope o f

the neqo tia tionm, which aim only at the reduction of troops and weaponry in a

limited area of Europe, has  been too  narc6w)  maybe the pal itical wi l l  to  reach an

agreement  has  been lscuinqr  maybe disarmament  effor ts  in  the  convent ional  f ie ld

ought to be undertaken in a wider framework, in a more comprehensive manner. Since

the  l a s t  cond i t i on  i s  s i gn i f i c an t  f o r  t he  newly  e s t ab l i shed  talkn o n  c o n v e n t i o n a l

forces  in  Nrop and s ince  their  beqinninq  th is  year haa been very promising,  we

a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  three t a lk s  w i l l  have  pos i t i ve  r e su l t s .
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In addition to the talks cn conventiondl forces in Europe, there are the

negotiations on confidence- and security-building measures , meant as a follow-up to

the very fruitful Stockholm Conference. The mandate of those involved iS to

elaborate and adopt a new set of mutually complementary confidence- and

security-building measures. The complementary nature of confidence- and

Security-building measures - complementary to the achievement of progress in

disarmament and the enhancement of security - is stressed in the Vienna Final

Document. The potential of such measures in Europa is far from being exhausted.

It is now necessary to take ambitious new steps , which must be accompanied by

efforts to change military software. We expect the Vienna negotiations to result

in substantial progress in this field.

In his statement to the General Assembly on 25 September 1989 the Austrian

Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs said that he was convinced that the progress

achieved in confidence- and security-building measures within the process of the

Conference OK Security and Co-operation in Europe (GCE) might be of bnterest to

other regions also. May I repeat that Austria is prepared to organize, in

codpera tion with the United Nations, an international seminar on this subject I and

it will also draw on the experience of experts from States participating in the

Cs CE process. Such a seminar could be held in Austria in the spring of 1991. The

very first steps towards the preparation of this seminar have been taken already,

and I am confident that it will contribute to better international understanding

and, hence, to a safer world.

While talking about conventional disarmament we must not forget the crucial

problem of the international transfer of arms, as the Secretary-General pointed out

in his iinnUa1  report on the work of the United Nations. This scourge, which is the

cause of so llblch  instability and ‘insecurity in the world , has to be looked at more
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clceely  ,  taking into  account ,  in  par  titular, the  necessity  of  drawing a dietinction

between the  leqal  t rade  in  weaponry and the  i l legal  trafficking in armementr.

I t  ie of  the  u tmost  importance that  the  work of  the  Conference on Diearmament

on a convention on the product ion ,  rtockpilinq  and destruct ion of  chemical  weapons

he brouqht to an early conclueion.

My d e l e g a t i o n  n o t e s  wi th  aatirfaction  t h e  p r o g r e s s  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  W Hoc

Committee on Chemical Weapons dur inq the laet year - in particular, in regard t0

t h e  p r o t o c o l  o n  inepection ,  n a t i o n a l  t r i a l  inapectione,  a n d  t h e  lint o f

precureors. It is true that many of ua had expected earlier eucceen) indeed I many

of ~8 had  expected  the  convent ion  to  be finalizsd  in  1988  or But inq the  f i r  at  aix

month8 o f  this year, However, w e  m u s t  n o t  overlook  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  discussion ie

now ooncentratinq  on the  very  core itims of  the  Convent ion,  which,  of course ,  are

more complicated to tackle. We rhould not  be  discouraged by the  fact  that  the

talke on  ver i f i ca t i on ,  o n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  c o n t r o l  a u t h o r i t y  and on  the

deetruction of weapons take time. The ideas  that have  beun put  forward 80 far are

promiainq,  and we hope that an agreement on the outatanding item6 can be reached in

t h e  foreeeeable  f u t u r e .

SO far ae c h e m i c a l  weapons a re  COncerned,  we  have  reaeon t o  h e  c o n f i d e n t ,

sapecially becauee of the momentum that has been qa ined th i8 year. The Conference

nn chemical .  weapons in  Paris  in  January thie  year took place  in  a  rx>eitive

a tmoephere. I t  under l ined  once  aqain  the  impor tance  of  the  Geneva Protocol  of  1925

*!3nd  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  c a l l  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o3mmunity  f o r  a  chemical-weapons

convent ion. The chemical-weapon@ issue was once more at the centre of world wbli c

opin ion. W e  hat,@ t o  t h a n k  MC! bvernment  o f  F r a n c e  for t h i s  tnitiative.

I’ wish also t o  t h a n k  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  Australia f o r  puttinq  f o r w a r d  thl? i4p.1

Of -3 qovftrnllellt-iniiu!,try  conference  o n  chemical  weapons. My Government reqards

l.ast m o n t h ’ s  maetinq a t  Canhrrra, where disarmament  +-?xperts  a n d  representatives  OF
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the world’s chemical industry gathered, as having been very valuable. The

industry’s interest in the early conclusion of a convention, its cooperative

attitude, and the intention to create an international industry forum in Geneva

gave momentum to the discussion on the chemical-weapons sector.

We also noted with great interest a proposal to step up the work on the

chemical-weapons convention by establishing a g oup of technical experts, and we

are willing to participate in the further alabora tion of that Proposals &other

expression of Austria’s willingness to support international efforts in the field

of chemical weapons is that it recently joined the so-called Australian Group.

The same is true Of the important statements made by President Bush and by

Foreign Minister Shevardnadze at the General Assembly this year. President Bush ’ s

proposal that the super-Powers cut their chemical stockpiles was accepted, even

amplified, by Foreign Minister Shevardnadze. The international community expects

this impetus ta have a positive influence on the Geneva talks.

My delegation has always been of the view that only a cJloba1,  comprehensive

and verifiable convention wl.11 achieve the desired goal. Once the convention is

completed, we must urge all nations to ratify it and adhere to it. Access ion by

only a limited number of countries would jeopardize its very purpose.

In this context, I reiterate that Austria would be pleased to host the

international organization for the prohibition of chemical weapons, envisaged in

the rolling text of the convention. Based in Vienna, the organization - apart,

possibly, from achieving financial savings owing to the availability of an

infrastructure - could benefit from sharing the technoloqical  knowledge and

experience of the experts of the International Atomic Energy Agency in the field of

control and verification.
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My delegation will comment further on the chemical-weapons issue at a later

stage.

Austria had the honour of presiding at the Second Review Conference of the

Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and

Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on ' heir

Destruction, and my delegation is currently involved in intensive discussions with

a View to the submission, this year again , of a draft resolution on biological

weapons. My country, firmly convinced that the exchange of relevant data can

pronote  international security, is very interested in having the Convention

enhanced. My delegation will elaborate on this at a later stage.

Amatter  of particular concern to my delegation is the militarization of outer

space. Austria supports all efforts to prevent an arms race in d~1ter space. We

are disappointed that the relevant Committee of the Conference on Disarmament was

unable to achieve progress, and we call upon ali member States to increase their

efforts and to show a mre flexible attitude.

One topic on the arms-control agenda in respect of which my country was able

to contribute is the recently completed Third Review Conference on the sea-bed

Treaty. At that Conference, Austria proposed that the Final Declaration include

recognition  of the fact that no nuclear weapons or other  weapons  of mass

des tru - �I-ion have been placed on the sea-bed, even outside the zone of application

of the Treaty.

During its deliberations the First Committee will discuss also questions

relating to international security. In this field, new ideas have iI,?en  put

forward, and new approaches have been suqqested. We think that new ideas designed

to address international security in a comprehensive manner are very interesting.

Where there is new thinking, it takes time to achieve a breakthrough, but the new

approaches and, to some extent, the reactions to tnem are very promising.
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Aurtcia hae alwaye  been convinoed  of  the  need for  disarmament  endeavour8 at

the u n i l a t e r a l ,  b i l a t e r a l ,  r e g i o n a l  a n d  m u l t i l a t e r a l  l e v e l s . sometimer  i t  ia

a l l e g e d  t h a t  g e n u i n o  ~uooe88 can  be  aoh ieved o n l y  i n  t h e  b i l a t e r a l  o r  in the

regional framework. 1 want  to  s tress  the  importance of  the  United Nations  and of

ita c e n t r a l  r o l e  a n d  ita con t r ibu t ion  i n  the  mu l t i l a t e ra l -  and  g loba l -d i s a rmament

rpherea. bt me give an example. A8 I said Jarlfer,  the convention on chemical

weapon8  muat b e  a c c e p t e d  u n i v e r s a l l y  a n d  mmt, t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  e l a b o r a t e d  w i t h i n  a

multilateral forum, ruoh a8 the Geneva Conference on Disarmament.
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Elaboration on that item by onJ.y  a very limited number of States would not

orinq  about the desired results. Efforts must be mutually supportive and

complementary in nature. Only world-wide co-operation can brinq substantive

orogress in all disarmament spheres. Only multilateral arms control will lead to

genuine security and lasting peace.

The work of the Conference on Disarmament is of the utmost importance since it

is the only multilateral negotiating body in the field. Regrettably, not all of

its committees were in a position tx~ produce tangible results. My delegation

therefore hopes that the Conference will also reach success in varioza  disarmament

fields where there has been a standstill in recent months. Although my Country

only has observer status in the Conference, Austria is actively participating in

its work. The Austrian Federal Government, in accordance with its fundamental

commitment to pronote international peace and security, will continue its

endeavours to become a member of the Conference on Disarmament. In that ceqard my

delegation expresses its hope that difficulties related to the enlargement of the

Conference, which was already decided upon at the second special session of the

General Assembly devOted  to disarmament in 1982, will be settled very soon.

The United Nations Disarmament Commission, as the important deliberative body

of the United Nations machinery in the field of disarmament, was unable to reach

agreement On a sinqle  item 3n its aqenda  at its substantive session earlier tnis

year, althouqh a consensus on one or two topics seemed very close. That is why a

number of delegations that were somewhat disapwinted  proposed certain changes to

or alterations in the structure of the United Nations Disarmament Commission and

its work. I had the honour to propose the estaalishment of a working qroup

composed of the officers of the Commission and interested deleqations with a view

to enhancing the Commission's work and output. �In the meantime informal
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diacues  ionr and dol.  ibera  tionn are tak inq place in a very promis iw B tmowhere  and

how the keen interest at�  many deleqa tiona  in realix  Ing an improvement. The

propoeala yxl t  forward go far are very in tereetinq and they now need to bfi

de1 iberated  intensively. I can aeaure members tnat my deleqation  Will  actively

par t ic ipa te  i n  t h e  r e l e v a n t  endaavourfi.

The work Of the Filcet Committoo haa undergona a Car-reachinq ratCnnalizatian

t h a t  has ale eady  c o n  trihuted  t o  a m o r e  f r u i t f u l  nvsthod a n d  outcom f o r  o u r

dtacussions. however  , we muat not owe look the fact that rocrtructur  inq and reform

repr erent a permanent proceea. T h i s  y e a r  wo have 2 6  s u b s t a n t i a l  i t e m s  an our

aqanda,  several  of  which are  broken dnwn into  an many EII 14  aub-iteme, The time

a l l o t t e d  fne o u r  deliberations  s h o u l d  bs meaninqful1.y  s p e n t . We should  concantratr!

o n  t h o s e  iseuen  t h a t  could  l e a d  t a  m u l t i l a t e r a l  peogrcsn a n d  t o  13peciftc

reuommcnda  tionrr to the Conference on Disarmament. Th9 varioue bodies  o f  th9 tiit@d

Nati.ans m&chinory r e l a t ed  t o  d i s a r m a m e n t  Rhould c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  thair s p e c i f i c

t a sks . Duplica  tion  or rlspe ti tlan of work should tre avoidsd.

MY d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  rlifiarmament  mach ine ry  wou ld  be incompletr! without

mention oP the United Nations ticretarlar�s  hphrtment  for Disarmament Affslrq. I

s h o u l d  Lihe to pay ~1 trlhute  i n  partLnulrlr  t o  the Und9r-socretu~,-~nerAII

Yc. Akasn I., a n d  t o  his s t a f f  i n  t h e  Wpartmsnt  f o r  their untirtnq afforts t o

prorate  the !  rliflarmanrznt. process. � In  t h i s  OntexC �f waqt t o  e x t e n d  my(chanks t o  h i m

and to  that  Government  cf Japan for ths nrqaniza  t ion  and holdinq  nf the  hiqhly

valuable UnIted  Nattonn  Conf9rence  o n  Disarmanwnt Issues at Kyo,to last bril,Thet

qround w i t h  resspect t o  arma c o n t r o l .  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  security.
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In conclun  ion I should like to e treen  my deleghtion�e  convlctian that mankind

is not solely capable of creatinq new and more sophinticated  weaponry and new mean9

o f  made daatruction. In our view mankind ie 41~0 cspahle of mak irrq the necanRary

aseesementa  of  the  preaent  Rituation  and of taking the  decisiona that  are

indispenRable  for it8 o w n  aUrViVal. we have to t.ry hard, hut if we auccsed  mankind

w i l l  qain mOre a n d  m o r e  security a t  ever-leer arma levela. One day, maybe, we

will achieve eecurity without needing any kind of weapon, and we WLI~ hrinq  abmt

real and permanent peace.

The meeting rose at 4. 45 p.m.


