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The meeting was called to order at 10.25 aim.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)

GFBJmAL  DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr* FARHIm (Finland)  8 Mr.  Chairman,  my deleqat ion is  very happy to  see

you occupy your important post in our Committes. I am very well aware of and

app rec i a t e  y o u r  aiqnificant  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  t h i s  O r g a n i s a t i o n ,  i n  o t h e r

international forums and in your own Country  l

Yeaterday you very aptly expressed condolences to ths United States delegation

on the  t ragedy in  Cal i fornia . I fully aseocia te my deleqa tion with those

condolences.

For a nur&er  of years now the international community has had the luxury of

pu r su ing  i t s  d i s a rmamen t  e f fo r t s  i n  an  atmoephere  of  tranquiility  and  r ea l  p rog re s s

i n  Esst*est  r e l a t i o n s , Judging from recent events, c o n t i n u i t y  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t

seems aas  ured . Finland considers  the  s table  evolut ion of  East -West  re la t ions ,

par titularly in Europe, t o  b e  v e r y  m u c h  i n  i t s  bwn  s ecu r i t y  i n t e r e s t s .

Finland welcomes the high-level and highly public attention given to chemical

disarmament in recent weeks. Chemical disarmament is not only important and urgent

but must be seen to be so. Publ ic  awareness  of,  and suppor t  for ,  chemical

disarmament  is  invaluable .

Finland welcomes the reaffirmation of the commitment of the United State8 and

the USSR, as expressed in their joint statement on chemical weapons,

“ to  pursue  aqqressively  the  prohib i t ion  of chemical  weapons  and the

des t ruct ion of  a l l  s tockpi les  of  such weapons on the  bas is  of  a  comprehensive ,

e f f e c t i v e l y  v e r i f i a b l e  a n d  t r u l y  g l o b a l  b a n . ”  (A/C.1/44/2,  p .  2 )

We a lso  concur  1-n thei r  v iew that  the  ear ly  conclusion and entry  in to  force  of  a

c o n v e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

communi  ty .
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In  so  f a r  a s  onqo inq  mu l t i l a t e r a l  d i s a rmamen t  nego t i a t i ons  a t  t he  qlobal l e v e l

are concerned, we would qo even further, mdw, the rapid conclua ion of a chemical

weapons  convent ion  i s  the  h iqhes t  pr ior i ty  of  the  in ternat ional  community . I n  v i e w

of the relative ease and inexpensiveness with which chemical weapons can be

manufactured and deployed, a  global  ban i s  c lear ly  needed. F o r  t h e  same r eason ,  a

quest to determine who is capable of producing those weapons and who is not is

bound to be elusive and ft us tra tinq. I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  o u r  s t r o n g  p r e f e r e n c e  t h a t

a l l  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  c o n v e n t i o n  w h e t h e r  or no t  t hey  a r e  i n  f ac t

OK potent ia l ly  capable  of  producing cnemical  weapons. But  should  the  international

c o m m u n i t y  r i s k  i n d e f i n i t e  d e l a y  i f  t h i s  i s  n o t  y e t  t h e  case? W e  think  n o t ,  I t

would  be  traqic i f  the  bes t  were  to  turn  out  to  be  the  enemy of  the  good.

Finland is  encouraqed  by the  fact  that  in  the  wake of the  Par is Conference  the

number  of  States taking an act ive  in teres t  in  the chemical  weapons  neqot ia  tions a t

the Conference on Disarmament has grown markedly, In  ou r  v i ew ,  a l l  S t a t e s  w i thou t

exception wishing to participate as non-members should be able to do SO. The came

of UniveK  Sal adherence  to  the  fu ture  convent ion can only nrof i  t  thereby,

At  the  Par is  Conference Finland announced an in i t ia t ive  desiqned  to  make a

tangible  contr ibut ion  towards  a  more  equi table  qeoqcaphical  d is t r ibut ion  of

ver i f ica t ion expsr  t i se  and,  hence, universa l  adherence  to  the  convent ion . Bu ildinq

on i t s  own expertisz  gained in  reseatchinq ver i f ica t ion of  chemical  d isarmament

s i n c e  1 9 7 3 ,  F i n l a n d  w i l l  orqanize t r a i n i n g  o n  vertfication  me thods  fo r  ana ly t i ca l

chemis ts  f rom developinq countr ies  s tar t ing  early next  year , I n i t i a l l y  t h e

tta in ing programme, t h e  f u l l  c o s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  b o r n e  b y  t h e  Cavernment  of F i n l a n d ,

is  made  avai lable  to  in teres ted  non-al igned members  of  the  Conference  on

Disarmament. We are qra ti  Eied by the response that our offer has evoKerI  and hopp

I
t o  e x p a n d  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  d u e  c o u r s e .
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It  ia jus t  as impor tant  that a ban on chemical  weapons  should  be  to ta l  in its

Scope a s  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  u n i v e r s a l . An unequivocal commitment is needed to halt

product ion of  chemical  weapons immediate ly  af ter  the  entry  in to  force  of  the  future

convention, and to  des t roy a l l  chemical -weapon s tocks  wi th in  the  prescr ibed

per iod. No reservat ions  of  any sor t  to  these  basic under  taking8  are  tenable . A

tota l  ban is  a  s ine  qua non of  a  qlcbal ban.

Whatever  b i la tera l  s teps  the  Sovie t  Union and the  Uni ted  Sta tes  are  qoinq ‘.o

take  to  faci l i ta te  the  a t ta inment  of  the  object ive  of  a  to ta l  ban are mat welcome,

and we urqe others with chemical weapons to join them.

T h e r e  i s  n o  doubt t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  verification i s  t h e  k e y  t o  an e f f e c t i v e

convention on chemical weapons. E f f e c t i v e n e s s  e n t a i l s  r e c o q n i  t i o n  o f  l i m i t s .  In

OUK view, the  means are  a l ready avai lable  to  make sure  that  existinq  stocks are

dest royed and that  “weaponizable”  chemicals ,  in  “weaponizable”  quant i t ies ,  a re  not

used to produce new weapons. In  essence, th is  i s  what  i s  required  of  a  convent ion

whose purpose is to ban chemical weapons, not  to  moni tor  chemical  indus t r ies  or

lethal chemicals as such.

Of course,  within  the  l imi ts  se t  by  the  purpose  of  the  fu ture  convent ion,

veriEication  must  of  necess i ty  be  in t rus ive  and make poss ible  shor t -not ice  recourse

to mandatory on-site inspecttons. Veri f ica t ion must  a lso  be  based on technical ly

and scien  tt Eically sound methods, usinq the  most  su i table  ins t rumenta t ion .

The technical discussions of vet ification requirements at the Conference on

Disarmament should not be allowed to become a w ild-qoosa  chase after new gaps and

n e w  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  e v a s i o n  o r  a b u s e . P o l i t i c a l  w i l l  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h e

convent ion has  recent ly  been on display in  Par is  and Canberra ,  in  Jackson Hole  and

New York. It is t i m e  t o  Show  i t  i n  Geneva  by  work ing  ou t  t he  neces sa ry  de t a i l s .

The Canberra Conference showed us that political will  must be coupled with

practica 1 will. The  SUCCPSSful  implementa t ion  of  the  futuce  convent ion  will  dewnd

- - - -.-.-.
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on thorough preparations at the national level. It is vital to begin that work as

soon as possible.

Like chemical weapons, conventional weapons constitute a clear and present

danger to international peace and security. They are being used this very day in

various conflicts. They account for an overwhelming part of global military

expenditures, warping economic and social development throughout much of the world.

Conventional arms and armed forces as a source of insecurity are being

addressed seriously in my own region, Europe. The twin negotiations within the

framework of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe hold out great

promise in this regard. The conventional arms race merits no less serious

consideration in other regions and at the global level.

The nnited Nations has made a beginning by dealing with this issue at the

Disarmament Commission. Conventional disarmament needs to receive a higher

priority in its work. International arms transfers is one aspect of the problem

that should receive closer attention. Finland supported the Colombian-Italian

initiative in this regard last year, and 1ooKs forward to participating through a

goverr:mental  expert in the study on this important subject mandated hy General

Assemhly resolution 43/75 I.

Finland considers that confidence-building measures play a useful role in

their own right and also as a complement to actual disarmament efforts - nuclear,

chemical and conventional. We believe that the quidelines for confidence-building

measures which the General Assemhly adopted hy consensus last year should be

followed up by common efforts to implement them in more specific contexts.

One sucn context is that of naval disarmament. In our view,

confidence-hui3ding  is the most promising approach to this complex and sensitive

set of is.c.ues. We are pleased with the continuity efforts within the Disarmament

Commissicn on this subject. We are somewhat concerned, however, that the
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discussions this year seemed to stray away from the search for consensus l.anguage

into registering well-known differences of view. The input of all major naval

Powers to the work is also clearly needed.

Alongside coping with as yet untamed threats, such as chemical weapons, the

international community faces the challenqe  of preserving and strengthening the

eXiStin9 safety net of international disarmament agreements.

The operation of the sea-bed Treaty was recently reviewed for the third time.

Finland shares the view that the purposes of the Treaty are being realized. We

welcome the confirmation that no party to the Treaty has emplaced weapons Of mass

destruction on the sea-tied,  even inside its territorial waters, and that none has

any intention of doing SO.

Tn respect of nuclear weapons the non-proliferation Treaty remains, in our

view, the single most significant disarmament measure undertaken hy the

international community so Ear. Nuclear disarmament is the primary responsibility

of  the nuclear-weapon States. Preventing nuclear war is the responsihility of all.

States. Every one of us can, and should, contribute to preventing nuclear war by

preventinq the pro1 iferation of r&clear  weapons. Adhering to the non-proliferation

Treaty, and 3.iving up to one’s obligations under it as a party, are the means to

tha t  end .

Finland looks forward to the Fourth Review Conference as an opportunity to

strengthen the international non-proliferation r&gime. Finland and the other

Nordic countries have already outlined a number of practical measures in this

regard. These include acceptance by al.1 non-nuclear-weapon States of full-Scope

International Atomic Energy Agency safeguards as well as measures to assure the

tong-term supply of nuclear material, equipment and technology in a predictable

manner, with appropriate non-proliferation assurances. We shall press for active

consideration of such measures at the forthcoming Review Conference. We are
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pleased tha t  the  prepare t ions for the Fourth Review Conference are well under way

in an atmosphere of co-operation.

F in l and  sha re s  the v i e w  t h a t .  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  rdqime w o u l d

be strenqthened  b y  t h e  c o m p l e t e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  a l l  n u c l e a r  t e s t s  a n d  oxplosion8.

The key concern of  VeriEiahility,  which we too share ,  can be  sa t is f ied  by the  use

of appropriate, and available, technical means. Our own research,  conducted  by the

Finrlish  R e s e a r c h  P r o j e c t  o n  Seismoloqical  Verification  o f  Nuclear  Tests, has

convinced us on this score.

HOWeVer,  w e  a r e  eOUally c o n v i n c e d  tnat t h e r e  i s  n o  short-cut  t o  a  t e s t  b a n .

Veri f ica t ion provis ions  need to  be  careful ly  worked o:Jt in  neWtiatiOnS* The

appropriate forum Ear that is the Conference on Disarmament. The nuclear- tes t  ban

i s ,  a f t e r  a l l , the  Eirst f te rn  on  i t s  aqenda. Moreover, all E ive nuclear-weapon

States are members of the Conference. We do under stand the impatience felt by many

in  t he  f ace  of t h e  l o n q - s t a n d i n g  i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  DisarnHmcnt  t o

hegin work on th is  i ssue . However, i n  t h e  l i q h t  nf p r e s e n t  r e a l i t i e s ,  w e  d o  n o t

be1 ieve tha t  the  proposed  remedy, amend inq  t he  pa r t i a l  t e s t -ban  T rea ty  to make  it a

comprehensive one, i s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  answer.

The timing of the amendment conference must be careEully  weiqhed aqainst its

p o t e n t i a l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  rGqime. The two are m t

u n r e l a t e d . In v i ew  o f  t he  impor t ance  we  a t t a ch  t o  non -p ro l i f e r a t i on ,  ou r  c l ea r

preEerence is to convene the amendment conference after the Fourth Review

Confe r ence  o f  t he  Pa r t i e s  t o  t he  NIT.

A comprehensive  tes t  ban is  urgent ly  needed to  curb  the  qualitative  refinement

of nuclear weapons. However, we have dif f icul ty  agreeing with  those  who,  in

addi tion, say  tha t  a comprehens ive  t e s t  ban  i s  ab so lu t e ly  e s sen t i a l  f o r  t he
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preservation of the non-prol i ferat ion regime embodied  in the non-prol i fera t ion

Treaty. Linking the  two iscrues in thiR way could  do a  d isservice  to  tmth. Indeed,

is a teftt ban imaginable in a world where there would he no constraints on

p r o l i f e r a t i o n ?
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As a party to the partial test-ban Treaty, Finland will of course attend the

amendment conference and will do so in a constructive spirit. In our view, the

amendment conference should focus on giving political impetus to the cause of

banning nuclear tests, muoh  as the Paris Conference did to the cause of banning

chemical weapons. Finland will assist in any effort to achieve a comprehensiv@

nuclear test ban compatible with the preservation of the international

non-proliferation rigime - an undertaking which, in our view, is in the interests

of world security in its own right.

Mr.  AUJOYI (Togo) (interpretation from French) : Permit me to extend our

sincere condolences to the delegation of the United States and, through it, to the

families of the victims of the earthcruake  in California. At this difficult time,

the people of Togo are as one in their sympathy with the people of the Unitec’

States.

Anxious as I am to heed your appeal pursuant to rule 110 of the rules of

procedure, Mr.‘Chairman,  I feel I should take this opportunity to express the Togo

delegation’s pleasure at seeing someone as distinguished and competent as you

presiding over the work of the First Committee , and to assure you of our close

Co-operation as you discharge your duties.

AS we move towards the last decade of a century particularly rich in profound

changes that have marked the course of human history, we are witnessing a reversal

of trends that have hitherto prevailed in international political relations. As i f

by magic, the virtues of dialogue and interaction are gradually eroding established

certainties regarding the appropriateness and effect.iveness  of the use or the

threat of the use of force and the need to accumulate weapons in order to provide a

lasting guarantee of international peace and security. We see that the improvement

in East-West relations is promoting political settlement of regional conflicts and
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encouraging movement in or accelerating of bilateral and multilateral negotiations

on disarmament.

But does that mean that the cold war has been consigned to historical

oblivion, that detente is firmly established, and that we are now involved in an

irreversible process which will lead us unfailingly to complete and general

disarmament under effective international control? Commitment to international

peace and security, fortified by a strong dose of optimism , certainly encourages us

to believe all that . Unfortunately, because the record of arms-limitation and

disarmament efforts is one of ups and downs, and even spectacular setbacks, it is

more important now than ever before to show caution, vigilance and perseverance:

caution, to be able to gauge the scope and magnitude of disarmament initiatives;

vigilance, to identify swiftly any risk of new impediments to disarmament efforts

and to find ways of clearing them away; and, finally, perseveranca, to overcome the

obstacles with which the path to disarmament is Strewn-

Even if recent developments in the international political situation clearly

demonstrate a growing determination to achieve peace and disarmament, we cannot but

recognise that much remains to be done to capitalize  on the de-ideologization of

international pol.itical  relations, to dispel mistrust and eliminate the causes of

military competition.

While the continuing process of elimination of intermediate-range nuclear

missiles demonstrates adherence to commitments entered into by the two

Super-Powers, the removal of some serious obstacles to the pursuit of negotiations

on the reduction of strategic nuclear weapons is a significant contribution to the

COntinUatiOn  of the process of nuclear disarmament embarked upon by the United

Stat@s and the Soviet Union. We very much hope that these two countries will

redouble their efforts so that, as soon as possible, an agreement can be concluded

reducing their strategic nuclear arsenals by 50 per cent.
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We must also welcome the efforts to intensify the Helsinki process,

particularly by drawing up confidence-building and security measures and by the

opening of negotiations on a balanced reduction of conventional armaments in Europe.

In the interest of disarmament and international peace and security, the

international community must support and encourage these good initiatives which, if

brought to fruition, will establish stability in a part of the world with the

highest concentration of arms.

I turn now to Questions connected with nuclear disarmament. Bearing in mind

the high priority accorded to this kind of disarmament, I am haunted by the

heartbreaking picture of a young Japanese woman looking for her child after the

explosion of the atomic bomb on Nagasaki. The story of Tsue Hayashi looking for

her daughter Kayoko has been immortalized in the following narrative.

(spoke in English)

"The morning after the Bomb, and every day after that, from early morning

until evening, I walked all over the city looking for Kayoko. I saw many

people suffering and dying. It was very sad. I felt deeply the severe power

of the A-Bomb. I cannot remember seeing a single other person walking."
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What would nuclear disarmament efforts he worth if they did not eliminate once

and for all the possfhility of such apocalyptic acmes recurring?

There are two important, complementary  miles tones  hefore us  in  our efforts  to

halt the nuclear-arms race and bring about nuclear diBarnWnent. These are the

conference to amend the partial test-ban Treaty and the Fourth Review Conference of

the  Part ies  to  the  Treaty  on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion of  Nuclear  Weapons (NPT).

W i t h o u t  d o u b t ,  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  of  the!oe t w o  meetings wi l l  g ive  va luab l e  indir?atiOnB

a8 t o  t h e  r e a l  w i l l i n g n e s s  o n  all widen t o  w o r k  for a n  e n d  t o  the  nIXlear-arm!4  rafx

and for nuclear disarmament.

I n  a s soc i a t i ng  i t s e l f  w i th  t he  i n i t i a t i ve  on  amendmen t  o f  t he  pa r t i a l  t e s t -ban

t reaty ,  the  Government  of Togo wtshea to  Rhaw it.s deep  commitment  to  s topping the

upgrading of  nucl.ear  weapons  and helping to  break the  dead].ock in  the  multilatsral

negot ia t ions on the  comple te  prohib i t ion  of  nuc lear -weapon teats .

A.lthough  ft wou1.d a p p e a r  t h a t  i t  h a s  its oriqlne  i n  d k i n d  o f  p o l i t i c a l

rctal ism, the grndual approach has two drawhacksz i t  d o e s  n o t  p r e v e n t  t h e  upgradinq

:>f nuc lear  weapons and i t  hamstr ings the  mu1 tilateral  neqotiations  on a

comprehensive  t e s t - h a n  t r e a t y , Furthermore, t h e  app rec i ab l e  t e c h n i c a l  progtor,s  i n

v e r i f i c a t i o n  t o  date i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  ilestroying  t h e  old argument  that v e r i f i c a t i o n

problems would he nn obstacle to a comprehensive ban on nuclear tast.s. Prom now

onI t he re fo re , we must  consider  oppos i t ion  to  a  comprehensive  ban to  he  a t  the

ix-31  itical  l e v e l , h e c a u a e  OF t h e  conti.qllinq  hplief i n  n u c l e a r  d e t e r r e n c e .

The  Four th  NPT Rev iew Confl+rence  wil l  provide  an  opportuni ty  that  should  not

hs mjss~d t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  non-pro3 iferation r&gime  a n d  o p e n  p r o s p e c t s  for

e?ivnars,~l  adherence. r)f course?,  w i t h  i.t.!+ 141 S t a t e s  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  Y P T  has t h e

largt?c;t  n u m b e r  o f  arlherents o f  a n y  Trpat;r. T t .  a l s o  h a s  a s t r i c t  a n d  efficLf?lif:
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mechanirrm  fo r  ve r i fy ing  non-p ro l i f e r a t ion . Howe ve r , t h e  v a l i d i t y ,  effectivenear

and scope of a treaty are measured by the scrupulousness with which the Staten

partire observe their commitments. It  should he remembered that i t  wae not to take

advantage of  the  umbrel la  of  the  nuclear  Power8 but  to  cont r ibute  to  aafrquarding

international peace and security that the non-nuclear Staten  voluntarily and in

good faith renounced pooeef4sion  of nuclear weapons.

The forthcoming deciflion  whether the NPT Rhauld  continue in force should not

he a mere formality, Rather, au a transitional stage towarda the 1995 conference,

the Fourth Review Conference Rhould  provide an opportunity to aeck meanurea  to

correct the shortcomings of the NPT, such as, in particular, the complete

ptohihition  of  nuc l ea r  t e a t s  and the  c o n c l u s i o n  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  arranqemente

Waranteeinq the security of non-nuclear States against the use or threat of

nuc l ea r  weapons.

RecauRe of the  emerqence  and consolid,ltion  of  the  in ternat iona l  consensus in

favour of  the  to ta l  and f inal  e l iminat ion of  chemical  weapona, comple t ion  of  th+

Geneva neqotiAtionR  is an urgent task which call ~1 for a greater  mohil  i7,qtion of

energy and an even more thorouqh harne.sAinq of axpcrtine in thin  area. Tn this

connection, It i~1 encourasinq that the Paris Conference on chemical weapons gave a

significant p’>l ltical boost to the negotiations  at the Conference on Disarmament,

p?Irticularly  hv i ts  solemn reaff i rmat ion of  the  val idi ty  of  the  Geneva Protocol  and

i t s  appea l  t o  t he  Confe r ence  on  D iaa rmamcn t  t o  radnubl~  its e f fo r t s  t o  conclude  [q:‘.

~lo(?n  aa possible t h e  d r a f t  c o n v e n t i o n  o n  c h e m i c a l  weaponA.

Ry t a k i n g  a@ i t s  Bahia the f i n a l  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r i s  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d  hy

p rov id ing  an  occasion  fo r  a n  i n - d e p t h  Aialnq~~e  w h i c h  promiwe.cl  fruitfd] co-operation

hstween Governments and the chemical induRtri*R, the recent Government-Tnduatry

Conference Aqainut  Chemical  Weapona,  in  Canberra,  was another  sitlnifta4nt

contr ihution to chemical disarmAmPnt  ef f\)r t-s.
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We flluat  pay A tribute to the two Ruper-Powers far their determination to work

together for the Apeedy  concluffion of a convention on a univer3a1,  efPsctively

varifiahle,  qeneral  ban on chemical  weapOna. The verification experiment and data

exchanqe  in connection with chemical weapons which they have agreed to carry out

pursuant  to their joint declaration on chemical weapons of 23 September 1989 are

Riqnificant  i n  thifi respect.

ExPerimental  n a t i o n a l  inRpectiona a r e  a n  important  initiative  which ahca1t-l he

continued, in  orde r  tc, l e ad  t o  expe r imen ta l  mu l t i l a t e r a l  inApoctianR  tha t  could

fu r the r  r e f ine  ve r i f i ca t i on  technicrues  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  the  fu ture  c o n v e n t i o n ,

Althouqh the decisive turning-point, o r  t h e  fL~mil.iar p i n t  o f  n o  r e t u r n ,  haa Qnt

yet  heen  reached,  i t  i9 riqht and f i t t ing to welcome the proqreaa at  the Conference

on Diearmament,  part icular ly on verification, the chemical annex and asaietance and

protection crqainst chemical weapons.

I n  t h e  view o f  the deleqation o f  Togo, i t  t.he future convention is to  at.tract

universal  adherence  i t  must contain the followinq  alementR:
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f i r s t ,  strict a n d  e f f e c t i v e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  nvlehinscy f o r  declaratione  O f

non-pOat3eeeion  of chemical weapons a8 well au of declared 8tockpilee  and production

fac i l i t i e s  and  t he  order  of  dertruction,  s econd ly , a quarantee of speedy areietanoe

And protection aqa inet chemical weapons) thirdly, strict verification machinery for

non-divers ion  of civ i l ian  chemical  product ion  to  mil i tary  purposea)  fOutthlV  e

Promting eCceBS  for  developing COUntriefi  to  the  chemical  industry  *or development

purposes,  a n d ,  fifthly, the  exclueion  of any reservation  which might  restrict the

fiQld of application  of the convention or which would be incompatible with itm

objet tive.

We should  a lso  ac t  on  the  idea  of  organizing  an in ternat ional  conference’  under

the  aegis of  tne  Uni ted  Nat ion8 for  the  purpocle of  a  broad exchange of  view8 On the

cmmtion before  i t  i s  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  AaAembly.

The t imely  in i t ia t ives  the  two Super-Powers  have taken recent ly  are  a

r e f l ec t i on  o f  t he  p r imary  responsibility  they  bea r  i n  t he  f i e l d  of  d i sa rmamen t ,

In epi te of their undeniable importance, b ila ter al nego t ia t ions should  not

exclude m u l t i l a t e r a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  or  preva i l  ove r  t hem. Indeed ,  t he  i nc r ea s ing ly

cloee ctla tionm between the United Sta tea and the SW  iet Wnion  ehould,  QB has been

the  cane  in  neQotiaticns on chemical  weapons ,  promte  an intensi f icat ion of :

d ia logue and an accelerat ion of negot ia t ing effort6 in  mul t i la tera l  bodies  pluch  aa

the  DiBArlMmcnt.  Commisei%?  and the  Conference  on Disarmament.

in any case, tne accs lera  t ion of  d ia logue and nego t ia  tiona in  mul t i la tera l

bodies  will of  c3ursc)  s t rengthen the  cent ra l  ro le  of the  Uni ted  Nation6 in

diearmanlant.

On UlG strength ot it.8 recent ly  enhanced pres t ige  our  Orqanization  today more

thdn ever befora muet  live up to the new neede and the neceesary adapta tionr

d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e  impcOoemYnt  i n  thr i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a n d

ini tiatlves  end propoaale  s u b m i t t e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  dirarmament.
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Among other  essent ia l  ins t ruments  for  act ion, t h e  tbpartment  f o r  rmmwnent

Affairs muet copa witn the extra burden of work generated by the General Assembly.

I t  ie neceseary I therefore , to give that Department the necessary human and

f inanc ia l  reeourcee  s o  t h a t  i t  may c o n t i n u e  t o  d i s c h a r g e  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

diliqently  and effectively . 4

I  would not l ike  to  miss  th is  oppor tuni ty  to  pay t r ibute  to  the  devot ion  and

self lessness  of  Under-Secretary-General  Yaeuehi Akashi,  who heada the  Depar tment

for Disarmament Affa ire.

In  the  liqht  of the  specif ic  features  of Africa,  Latin America ,  the  Caribbean

and Asia with regard to diearmament efforts, the United Na tione  Regional Centres

for Peace,  Disarmament  and Development  are the  idea l  framwork  for  the  emerqence

and coneolida  tion of conf idence-bu  ilding measurea. T h e s e  C e n t r e s  r e f l e c t  t h e

Canunon  w i l l  t o  btinq  about  s t ab i l i t y  i n  t he se  pa r t s  of  the  worid and  can make  a

valuable  contr ibut ion  to  the  s t rengthening of  wor ld  eauilibrium.

So  f a r  t he  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  t he se  Cen t r e s  have  demonetrated  a  b e t t e r

unders tanding of the  vi r tues  of  openneae, cooperation  and  traneparency  I a s  we l l  a s

r eg iona l  requirementa  fo r  a rms  l im i t a t i on  and  disarmament. Far these Centres to be

able to  produce  appropr  iate proqrammes of  act ivi t ies  and play their  role  ful ly  they

mus t  en joy  f i nanc i a l  s t ab i l i t y ,

We would like once again to express our sincere gratitude to Member States and

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n s , qovernmen ta1 and non-governmen ta1 , which have k indly

made  ava i l ab l e  f i nanc i a l  and  ma te r i a l  a s s i s t ance  fo r  t he se  Cen t r e s . We also take

this opportunity to make an urqent. appeal for further and more qenerous

COntr ibutions to thQsQ ineti tutione.

The  e f f i c i en t  f unc t i on ing  o f  theee  t h r ee  Cen t r e s  a l so  ca l l s  f o r  t he

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p o s t s  at  t h e  d i r e c t o r  l e v e l  s o  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  d o  a
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proper  job of  direat ing theoe  Centres . The Government of lbgo trU9ta that it  can

c o u n t  o n  t h e  s u p p o r t  of  a l l  delegationa fo r  t he  d r a f t  r e ao lu t i on  r e l a t i ng  to the

c r e a t i o n  o f  these pceta, which will  be lrubmitted  to the Committee in due CCNWJe~

The numerous  developmenta over the lart four years would auqgert that the

hietory  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  i s  g o i n q  t h r o u g h  a  tranrition  p e r i o d

marked by a better underrtanding  of the validity of the noble objective8  enrhr ined

in our Charter and the capacity to act of our universal Orqaniaation.

We are hapm to note that diasrmanent  la alro benefiting by thir rever  ral of

t rende. However, i t  would undermine diear.mament efforte, and hence for

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  and secu r i t y  i f  w e  w e r e  t o  c h e r i s h  t h e  i l l u s i o n  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e

decades of mirtrurt, hostility  and confrontation are on the way out rimply  because

o f  c e r t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  progreeu. Indeed, if we bare our selves cn the pr eciour

lersona  of the part we must  at once work titelesrly to eliminate gradually the deep

causes of the arms r’ace. I t  i s  only  then that  we shal l  be able to  dream of a world

in which the only competition will  be to build and jealourly preserve peace.
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outse t  to  begin by congratula t ing you, Sir, on your election as Chairman of our

Committee and the  members  of  the  Bureau on their e lect ion,  but  out  of respect  for

your appeal I will comply with article 110 of the rules of procedure.

It may he appropt late, now that we are on the *threshold of the 19908, the last

decade of  th is  century, to ask ourselves a cruefttion  that has been on the mindff  of

al.1 previous generat  Ions, namely,  IR there  any hope of  a  s table  world  not

t h r ea t ened  w i th  mi l i t a ry  ann ih i l a t i on , e spec i a l l y  nuc lear  ann ih i l a t i on ,  and ,  i f  Rot

when will that hope mater ial ize?

DUrinq the pact two years we have witnessed numerous and varied developments

a t  the  po l i t i c a l  and  s ecu r i t y  l eve l s . While i t  would be naive to expect a solution

to all reqional p r o b l e m s  i n  a  s h o r t  s p a c e  of  t ime  fo l lowing  long  yea r s  of

staqnation  durinq which those problems  worsened day after day, we have followed

with i n t e r e s t  t h e  emerqence of  a  n e w  t r e n d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  b a s e d  csn t h e

nece!saity  of tacklinq in ternat ional  problems by peaceful  means and on the haSiS  Of

d c o n s t r u c t i v e  a n d  o b j e c t i v e  dialoque.

Some of  the  most  important  examp1e.s  of  th is  new t rend are the  withdrawal  Of

foreiqn  f0rce.s f r o m  Afqhanistan, t h e  continuinq  developments  r e g a r d i n g  t h e

Accession  to  independence of  Namibia, the current negotiations on Kampuchea -

althouqh t h e y  h a v e  heen fal terinq - and the  onqoinq contacts  and negot ia t ions on

the settl.ctment o f  s e v e r a l  A f r i c a n  problems, in  which my country  i s  playinq  a major

role  i n  halpinq  f<j(:ilitatc!  a s o l u t i o n .

We have a l so  seen t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  s u p e r - P o w e r s

a n d  t h e i r  rllicls i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  m o v e m e n t  towards  d i a logue ,  coe,~i~tence  and

c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of  t h e i r  c o m m o n  interestfi and  t h o s e  of  t h e  e n t i r e

wor ld . Thi.6 should  make possihl.e the  definition of a sound framework for  relations
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among na tionr and world etability  and provide the necessary nromentum  for tackling

problema  that have for many years proved intractable.

In ternat ional  changes  have not  been conf ined to  the  pol i t ica l  arena  but have

been extended to include also the areas of security and diearman#nt  measures. The

two super-Powers have begm to implement the first  convention providing for the

elimination of a whole class of nuclear weapons, namely, the Treaty between the

United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the

Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles. We have also

seen the  in tens i f ica t ion  of  contacts  be tween the  two super-Powers  in  various areas

of diaatmamsnt,  inc luding the  resumpt ion  of  the i r  bil.atetal negotiat ions on

chemical and nuclear weapons, and an af f itma tion of their common obligation to work

towards a convention on eliminating strategic nuclear weapons and preventing a

nuclear war, which poeee  the  gravest  threat  to  man.

Quest ions  of  d isarmament  in  var ious  f ie lds  have met with  increas ing

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n . Thus European neqotia tione on conventional weapons have

made pr oqr ees , while negotiations on chemical weapons in the Geneva Conference on

Disarmament have gained a strong impetus from the convening of the Conference8  in

Par is and Canberra, We bel ieve  that  the  proposals  in  th is  regard put  forward by

Pres ident  Bush of  the  Uni ted  Sta tes  and the  Foreiqn  Minis ter  of  the  Sovie t  Union in

their etaI:Qmente in the General Assembly could have a favourable impact on the

ongoing neqotia tione.

WYPt hopes t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  a l l  t h e s e  a r e a s  w i l l  a c h i e v e  c o n c r e t e

progress  in  the  near  future  and result  in  a universal ,  coherent diearmment

c o n v e n t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  g e n u i n e  s e c u r i t y  f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  oomnunfty.

While we have followed with keen interest every positive development in

international relations and every concrete achievement in the area of diearmamnt,

I feel it my duty to warn against the coneeouencee  of allowinq our overwhelming
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relief  to.blind  us to  the chal lenges  et111  facing ua or lead ua to  forget the

framework on which we agreed by coneeneua ae the basis on which to take up these

challengeu.

With the conclusion of the Second United Nations Disarmament Decade now

imminent, my delegation reiterates ite full commitment to the prioritier  endorsed

by the first epecial eeeeion of the General Assembly  devoted to diearmament.

Foremoat among these is the priority given to the elimination of nuclear weapons

and other weapons of maas destruction, thr  need to  consol ida te  the role of the

United Nations in this regard and the development of multilateral International

bodies concerned with the question, especially those reeponelble  for negotiatlng

diearmament conventions, such as the Geneva Conference on Disarmament. I appeal to

those international bodies, in particular the Conference on Disarmament and the

Diearmament Commission, which meets in New York, to epeed up agreement on meaSureB

to increase their  effect iveness  and eff ic iency. I also call upon the members of
I

those bodies  to  use the i r  rulea of  procedure  and the  deeire of al l  to  achieve

coneeneue on the questions before them in a manner compatible with the’epirit  of

dialogue and the constructive work prevailing in our world today*

Egypt  proceeds  f rom the view that  Internat ional  secur i ty  ia integral  secur i ty

and what threaten8  the security of one State also threatens the security of all

members of the international community. I t  haa therefore  repeatedly aff irmed that

every State  in  the world  has the r ight  to  cont r ibute  to effor ts  a imed at halt ing

the arms race and achieving disarmament, regardless  of  the type of  armaments

involved and which State is acquiring them. We have gone even further and affirmed

tha t  not  on ly  i s  * th is  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a  r i gh t  which State6 a re  j u s t i f i ed  in

exe rc i s i ng  a8 they  deem f i t , but  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  with+ t h e i r  mean8  is  the  duty

of  a l l  peace- loving States.
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Since  the  nuclear  threa t  is the  qraveet  threat  to our world troday,  we bel ieve

that the highest priority must be given t6 confronting it  and that therefore

nuclear negotia tione  can no lonqer be confined to the super-Powers and rome Of

t h e i r  a l l i e s . We believe that, now that the two super-Mere have succeeded in

concluding the Treaty on intermediate-range and shot ter-r anqe miss ile8  and

ewe-ed the hope of concluding another agreement in the near future on strategic

rrucloar  weapons,  i t  i s  t ime for  nuclear  ques t ions  to  be  deal t  With more reriouely

and clearly in the context of the Conference on Disarmament, in Geneva, and for

increased efforts  to  achieve  a  comprehensive  nuclear- tes t -ban convent ion.
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We call upon the two nuclear super Powers to put the Conference on Disarmament

in the picture as regards their achievements and to inform it of the stage they

have reached in their negotiations On these questions, so that the other States Of

the world may derive the optimum benefit from their experience and so that the

Conference on Disarmament may contribute to the attainment of that objective in an

appropr ia te way.

&ypt believes that in conjunction with international action in this regard it

is time to intensify international efforts to implement paragraph 66 of the Final

Document of the first special session of the General Assembly devoted to

disarmament. That paragraph calls upon all the nations of the world jointly to

take further steps t0 agree on a universal nuclear-non-proliferation Ggime. Eg!fpt

raised the question during last year’s Session of the General Assembly, in the

context of pre>aratory  work for the Fourth Review  Conference Of the Parties to the

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. That Treaty enjoys the widest

international SuppOrt,  with more than 140 parties.

Ewpt intends to continue addressing the question in its contacts and

Consultations with the States parties to the Treaty. It appeals t0 all States

par ties, and particularly the States non-parties to the Treaty - we were pleased by

the participation of many of the latter as observers in the recent Review

Conference - to discuss the question seriously and objectively, while taking into

aCCOUnt  the contractual obligations entered into by most of the nations of the

world in acceding to the Treaty. We should find methods for COnS  trUCtive

COnSUltatiOllS  without resort t0 the establishment Of formal structures and without

prejudice to existing treaties, providing support for those traa ties and hence

bringing the international mmmunity  closer to its consensus goal of establishing a

nuclear-non-proliferation re’qime  universal in character.
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While addressing questions of nuclaac disarmament, I must affirm the

importance of establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones in order to make a reality of

our commitment to nuclear non-proliferation in var ious req ions of the world. Such

zones would strengthen international peace and security. At its last session the

General Assembly adopted tesolu tion 43165, which reuuests the Secretary-General,

inter alia, to undertake a study on effective and verifiable measures which would

facilitate the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. We

are awaiting the submission of the study at the next session, as called for in the

resolution. We hope that the study will include effective, realistic

recommendations, appropriate to the conditions of that sensitive region, in order

to eliminate the threat of the proliferation of nuclear weapons there.

We welcomed the International Atomic Energy Fqency  (IAEA) study on

verification measures and safeguards in the Middle East. We also welcomed the

adoption by the General Conference of the IAEA of its resolution 509, which

requests the Agency’s Director General to contact Israel and consult the other

States of the region on the imposition of Agency safeguards on all nuclear

facilities in the Middle East l

, 1 Call U),?n  Israel to accede to the non proliferation Treaty and to place all

its nuclear facilities under the IAEA inspection and control re’gime  in order to

assure everyone of the peaceful character of its nuclear programme and enable us to

take another step towards the objective of establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone

in the Middle East. In this context, we would warn of a grave development in the

region, threatening its security and jeopardizing  endeavours to keep it free of

nuclear weapons: Israel’s recent test of a medium-range missile, which fell in the

vicinity of a sister Arab State.

While commenting on the importance of establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones,
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I  wou ld  add  Oat i t  ie a l s o  app rop r i a t e fo r  t he  Gene ra l  Aaeembly a t  ita current

SeaSIiOn t o  dincuae  meaaurea  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  mmmunity can t a k e  t o  implement

the Declaration on the Denucleariza tion of Africa. Thift i s  a  eincere c a l l  t h a t  wa8

made by the African Summit meeting in Cairo and was subsequently  endorsed by the

General Assembly in 8ucce88 ive r eeolu t ions, the meet  recent being reeolution

42/34 A.

Today  1 feel duty bound, on behalf  of Egypt  and the  o thor  Namber  States of the

Orqaniaation of African Unity , which my country has the honour of presiding Over at

WeSent,  to  appeal  to  the  Member  Sta tes  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  and a l l  o ther

peace - lov ing  Statea fo r  a  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  t h r e a t  t o  o u r  b e l o v e d

continent posed by South Atr ica’s nuclear programme, I ale0 appeal  t6 them to

oodperate with  Afr i can  S t a t e s  t o  make  t he i r  con t inen t  f ree  of  t he  nuc l ea r  t h r ea t

and to  eatabli.sh  a  nuclear-weapon-free  zone there .

A t  this c r i t i c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  j u n c t u r e  it ie i m p o r t a n t  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  outer

@pace  be  used in  the  in teres t  of  mankind and not  for  mil  itacy purposes . That would

b e  o n e  oE t h e  foundation8  of  cooperation  fo r  peace fu l  purpoeee  and  fo r  keep ing

o u t e r  s p a c e  Eree o f  any  conf l i c t s . If  we are aware of the gravi ty  of  the

proliEera  tion of nuclear weapons and their use on earth, how can we allow such

weapons  t o  p ro l i f e r a t e  i n  a r enas  such  a s  ou t e r  apace?

Egypt  ha8 aubmi  t ted  proposals  for  f i l l ing  in  the  lacunae in  the Legal  re’gime

qover ninq outer  space . In  par t icular ,  i t  has  made proposals  to  overcome the

defects  in  ar t ic le  IV of  the  1967 Treaty  on Principle8  Governing the  Act ivi t ies  of

Sta tee  in  the  FScploration  and Use of  h ter  Space, including the Moon and Other

C e l e s t i a l  B o d i e s . T h e  mayor d e f e c t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e  i s  t h a t  t w o  l e g a l  re’gimes,

i n s t e a d  OP a  s i n g l e  ce’qime, have been  established for  outer  space. I n  t h e  first

re’gime a p p l i c a b l e  t o  o u t e r  apace t h e  o n l y  teetriction  impoeed by  the  Treaty  o n

Member  Sta tes  i s  that  they shal l  not  est3bliBh bases  for  weapons of  maas
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dartruotion in outu rpor j thrro ix no l xplioit , olorr prahibi tim of the rili tuy

urna of outer  apro.. The rooond l-al rigimr l rtablirhrd by the Treaty rolrbx W

the Moon and athor orlertial  bodirr,  whioh are to bo wrd rxolwio~ly for praful

PlCp0.U. Thix nranr that the military  uxo of the bon ia pg&ibibd,  in l ll

for-, but the mo of cu trr rmoo for military putparr ir not l

4ypt hrr touohrd on thrro nrtterr in thr Cmformao m Dirarmxrnt in Olneva,

whom it hu oallrd for updating thr Truty. Thr Trwty uu rignad in th* law

19608, whrn teohnology and thr world uoro different from thoor of today. lh

beliwr that the Treaty rhould be kept l breart of roiontifio dwolopwntr md thr

inororrod  nu&rr of Stator uhioh have l oquirod the naoorrary t@ohnOlopy  to hroo

aooom~  t o  outrr rpra.

WI qall upon the *nrrrl krrtily to ruppcwt thorn idmar, and upon thm

Conformor on Dirarmammt in Gonwa to fill in tlm laomaa in the 1.911 rigirr mb

to mmkr fur thor l ffortr in itr objrotivo  birourrion of outer mpam qurmtionr l o 81

to l llar thr initiation of nogotiationr  within the framwork of the Confarmoo cm

Dirrrrarmrnt  rrgarding a trmrty prohibiting the rxtrnrion of the arm raoo )a oubr

apro and l nruring itm prorrrvation  for rxolmivrly pwooful purpam  U th

un ivor l al , oommn her I taga of nank ind.



The ?\\RWOC  to t;~r? s e c o n d  pAc t  of the QuerJtinn  will h+ de terminL$d  by o u r  d e s i r e

to 1 ivc! tn peacr! ( tree ficxn the threat ol: colwentional  A n d  nuclcaL  WeAponS~  A n d  o u r

a b i l i t y  t o formulatn A const ruct ive  tWr3ns  of  sliminatinq  such weapon8 and

mne;ol i da t in4 t h e  princip1e.s  rrf i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace  And  aacur i ty ,  w h i c h  a r e  t h e

very  snst3 02 our un tty a n d  3tabil i t y  A n d  tne foundatton  o f  uur Oeganization.
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A  q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  haa r ecen t l y  A t t r ac t ed  t he  a t t en t i on  of  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

comnunity  i8 t h a t  of the dumping  o f  r!adioactive  was t e  and  i t s  mnsequences, The

General  Assembly adopted ac ita forty-third sess ion a reso lu t ion  ent i t led  “Dumping

of  r ad ioac t i ve  waatea", in which it  reviewed the grave effect8 of such dumping,

The queo tion was also dealt  with by the Interna tiQnal  Atomio h~rqy Aqency thrmqh

t h e  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  a  t e chn i ca l  work ing  group wi th  a  view t o  formulatinq

In t e rna t i ona l  tule~  t o  l i m i t  s u c h  a c t i o n . We hope  tha t  the  qcoup wi l l  taucceed  in

formulat ing those  rules  ae soon as  possible. This m a t t e r  warn  d e a l t  w i t h ,  t o o ,  b y

the Conference on Disarmament in CaneVA, w h i c h  emphasizea  the inteC98t  o f  the

irrtetnational  conanunity  i n  addreaninq a l l  a8pecte o f  t h i e  e x t r e m e l y  impnctant

auaation.

Egypt h o p e s  that  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t s c n a t i o n a l  b o d i e s  oonsiderinq  t h i s  a u e e t i o n

will cont inue  to  do  so, each within i te area of competence, CBO  that an

international  re’qime  capAble o f  preventtnq  t h e  exacerbation  o f  t h e  ptoblMl may be

es tabl ished.

1 Said A t  itha outset  that t h e r e  wag a  quefltton t h a t  h a s  oftan  b e e n  o n  the

mindn  <of  preview qeneta  tiontl  ab wel l  ad  o f  t he  p r e sen t  one ,  name ly ,  o f  a  stable

wof Id w i thou t  t he  t h r ea t  o f  ann ih i l a t i on  And ,  i f  90, when  will that: h o p e

ma tcr ta1 lzr?‘? 1 can only shy to  thGBP  who have been  v&i tinq  And to  poster i ty  that

ho!.%! ban emF?rqod  n n d  everyone mcst encouraqs, s u p p o r t  And o3nsolidate  i t  80 t h a t  i t

nkly nnt he lnl3t.
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We hope tha t  the  current  rrpmentum  in  th ia  d i rec t ion  wi l l  be  mainta ined wi th

the  lama degree of  vigour  and that , i n  t h e  l i g h t  of  t h i e  n e w  t rend  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

relationa, i t  w i l l  b e  e x t e n d e d  to  the  mul t i la tera l  sphere .  Thin  w i l l  b e  t h e  rea l

proo f  o f  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  #>mnunity’a  deaire  t o  coqperrte  an  an  equa l  f oo t i ng  i n

rtriving to attain an objective of comprehensive and general dirarmament  under

e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ,

Mr. LUNA (Peru) 8 I  wirh firrt to  express to  the  de legat ion  of  the  Uni ted

Stater  the condolences of the Government and pmple  of Peru on the diearter

yerterday i n  the  c i ty  o f  San  Francinco.

It i s  a  rpecial pleasure, S i r , for me to extend to you the congr atulationa of

the delegation of Peru on your election to the chairmanship  of thir important

commi  ttee. Your outa tanding dip lomat ic  rkillr and vast exper ience  of theee irsuer

w i l l  enaure t h e  auccerrful c o m p l e t i o n  o f  our  t a sk .

1 take Ulie oppor tuni ty  to  congratula te  you on the  impor tant  post which ha8

recently been aeeiqned  to you by the Government of Venezuela. That ia yet further

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  y o u r  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t i e s , b o t h  profeseional  and  personal,  w h i c h  a l l

acknowledge. w congratu la t ions  9 0  a l so  t o  t he  o the r  o f f i c e r s  o f  t he  Committee!.

It iS w i t h  epeoial  pleasure t h a t  t h e  deleqation o f  m y  c o u n t r y  notes t h e

tireless work of tne Secretariat, w h i c h  ie represented  h e r e  t o d a y  by the

Under-Secretary-Cbneral  far Dfaarmament A f f a i r  u, M r ,  Yaeushi A k a s h i ,  t h e

Under-Same  tary-General  for soli  tical and Security Council Af faitR,

Mr. Vaeiliy Safronchuk, a;ld the Secretary-Csneral  of the Conference on Dlearmament,

Mr, Miljan Komtina, to  wham  my cow, t ry  wisher  t o  exp re s s  i t s  app rec i a t i on  o f  t he i r

8kilful arrd e f f i c i e n t  fulfilment  o f  i m p o r t a n t  rerpon~ibilitiee,

brtin America and the Caribbean have ertabliahed  a historic landmark by

pr OCPaiming  the aroa a nuclmr-weepon-fcee  zone, in accordance with the sovereign
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d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e i r  peoples. We are aleo deal inq with the question of conventional

weapbne,  on the  baais of regional  initiativer, which we are now tackl ing di rect ly

and openly. Neverthelesr, we have always bel ieved in  recurity being  not  only

ml1  itary b u t  compreheneive, embrac ing  po l i t i c a l ,  economio and eocial e l e m e n t s ,  n o t

forgetting the  impor tant  e lement  of environments i  conservation.  securi ty 1s not

the  exclusive  Preserve of  the  most powerfulr  i t  should  be the guarantee that

peoplea  can 1 ive in peace ,  w i th  j u s t i c e  and  d ign i t y .

A shor t  t ime ago  we had the opportunity of 1i~tening  to  the  imprerrive

sta tement  before the  General  Aarem8ly  of  the Prerident of Colombia,  a  COWtrY

which, 1 Ike mine, is engaqed  i n  a  continuing  r t r u g g l e  again& d r u g  t r a f f i c k i n g .  He

c l e a r l y  hiqhliqhted  t h e  enormoutr  i l l i c i t  profit8 m a d e  b y  t h e  international  d r u g

netwockff, which  ace  second  only  to  thoee made through the  armaments  t rade,  bo th

l ega l  and  i l l ega l . Thift la the harrh real i ty  and the problem of international

security muet be dealt  with  in  all  lta aepecta and in  a comprehensive  manner .

T h e  c r i s i s  i n  Colombia ,  w i t h  itr oeriour  implicatione  fo r  t he  r eg ion ,  ie a

natural consequence,  i n t e r  alla, o f  t h e  irreeponeible  l a c k  o f  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e

a rmamen t s  t r ade  whrxe on ly  rotive i s  t h e  umuenchabla  t h i r s t  for  pro f i t . I n  t he

c o n t e x t  of compceheneive  secur i ty  I  wieh to  draw p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  ta t h e

r e sou rce s  VIat a  coun t ry  such aa m i n e  har t o  devob  t o  c o m b a t i n g  t h i s  ecourqe,

which has e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  ne fa r  ioue a l l i ance  w i th  terrorlam, Thus,  my coun t ry  ie

unable  to  USC! t t s  resources for  the  wel l -being and development  of  i t s  people ,  whi le

evil or9anizations  grow r i che r  at  the  expenee o f  eut!ferinq  and pa in . This i s  w h y  X

urqe tht? Sta tes  represented here to  ruppor t  the  s t ruggle  tha t  muat  be waqed on

every  f ron t , in par t icular  throuqh the adopt ion  of atr  ingent  mraaurea of  control

and  ve r i f i ca t i on , t o  s t o p  t h a t  o t h e r  k i n d  o f  i l l i c i t  t r a f f i c k i n g  t h a t  d i v e r t s

resources  f rom use in  the  intereet  of  mankind - t raff icking in  arm@.
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T h a t  la why detente  la n o t  t h e  exclurive  p r o v i n c e  of  the  Powerrr i t  mumt

extend to all  of mank ind and, a8 a pr ior ity, to the developing oountr  lea whioh are

the oner that Buffer the moat from war and poverty. We do not accept the

imporition  of the  untenable  equat ion of  “peace  amng the weal thy and war among  the

worn. The & tente we purnue ir dd ten ta inrpired  by the need to guarantor for all

human  being6 a minimum of dignity and well-being,

T h e  prerent i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  offerr urn auapiciour  signr o f  ddtentr and

under rtanding . The world-wide trend toward. l ubrtituting conflict with

oobperation  ir o p e n i n g  t h e  door8 t o  a  new era  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  relationr.

Peaceful aaexirtence anrong  peoples  and dialogue and underrtandinq are making

progrerr in thir new world rcene. The delegation of Peru welcomer with particular

interart theme  effort6 which  poin t  to the urgency to replace  the  pol icy  of mili tary

bloor  a n d  a l l  l a n c e r  b y  t r u l y  demcratic  formula8  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  COexiltenCe~

That ia the meaning of non-alignment and the rpir it of the Declaration of Iieadr of

State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun tt iea, tecently adopted i n  Belgrab.

The  understanding  behwen the  United  State8 and the  Sovie t  Union a t  the i r

Summit ,  the  impor tant  achievemente  in  Vienna and the  rero lu t ion  of  reveral  regional

confl ictr no doubt dearer  ve our recogn  I tion . However, a great deal remain@ to be

done, and irolated forum8  or exclurivc  meetings will  not allow UI to advance on the

road to  peace. Thur, i t  ir a  fundamental  reuuirement  t h a t  a l l  nation8  p a r t i c i p a t e

freely and de~cratically  and on an  equal  Zoo  t inq  in  conrideration  of the  problem8

of  dirarmmnt  and acme contro l ,  which  cont inue  to  endanger  in ternat ional  peace and

recurity. lb my delegation that ie the riqni f icance of the de1  ibora tionr of this

Committee)  i t  murt  be  t he  fundamen ta l  tark o f  our  Orgrnization,  T h e  U n i t e d  Nations

rhould be 8 ttengthmed , and epecial in tereatr or narrow view8 l hould not wwreedr

thr n o b l e  talsk f o r  whiah it warn  oreated.
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Almost 50 years ago, the world was shaken by the onset of ths bloodiest  Of

modern wars. In thQ a f t e rma th ,  t he  na t i ons  af t h e  w o r l d  u n d e r t o o k  t o  f r ee  future

qanera tions from the scourge  of war. WQ deeply rQqrQt  that that commitment has not

been ful ly  met. As members know, since  the end of the Second War Id Wcrr there  have

been more than 150 armd conflicts, more than 20 m/l1 ion human bsinqs  have 10s t

t h e i r  l i ve s  and  $1 t r i l l i o n  d e v o t e d  t o  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  l a s t  year  a l o n e  could

have been used to remove poverty and hunqer from the faGe  of the Earth once and for

a l l .

Let us  not  be  deceived. WQ a c e  s t i l l  livinq o n  t h e  b r i n k  o f  t h e  annihilatton

of all mankind. The Washington Treaty of 1987 should be a landmark in our efforts

to  hal t  and reverse  the  nuclear -arms race . However, a  Iasting s o l u t i o n  w i l l  o n l y

be found thra@ an agreement  in  which all  nat ions  par t ic ipate ,  for the  wor ld  i s

juetified  in i ts hoc  ror of such weapons. Tho effects  of  those  ins t ruments  of death

are indiscrimina tat they know no boundaries and do not distinquish  bQtwQQn  thoss

having nuclear  arsenals  and those  that  have renounced them.

Ws concur  ful ly  with  what  was s ta ted  by Her Excel lency the  Minis ter  for

Disarmament and Arms Control of New Zealand in this forum, when she said, “Ye do

not betieve  that nuclear weapons guarantee our security.” Peru views the!

c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  t e e t i n q  as a t h r e a t  t o  i t s  s e c u r i t y . Thus, my country, in

keeping with the commitment it undertook at Tlatelolco  and in keeping with the

validtty  of  the  Final  Document  of 1978,  g ives  the  h ighes t  pr ior i ty  to  th is

quest ion,  as i s  shown by the  suppor t  i t  has given,  together  wi th  more  than 40

S t a t e s , to the m?vsning of a conferencs to amend the Moscow Treaty of 1963 and

t u r n  i t  i n t o  a  comprehens ive  nuc l ea r - t e s t -ban  t r ea ty . ‘Jr d o  n o t  r e j e c t  a n y  o t h e r

meanSl  and we  sha l l  COntinUe  t0 pa r t i c ipa t e  ac t i ve ly  i n  t he  work  o f  t he  Confe rence

on Disarmament  in  th is  f ie ld . However, t h i s  i s  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t h a t  seema  m o s t
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promin ing today. W e  a r e  n o t  t h u s  seebcinq confrontationr  r a t h e r  we are callin for

const ruct ive  d ia logue to  help  end the  ver t ica l  prol i fera t ion of  nuclear  weapons .

In  1990,  we shal l  have an oppor tuni ty  once again  to  address  the  Treaty  on the

Non-  Pro1 iferation  of Nuclear Weapona. Considerable progcers  ha8 Men made since

tna t  in  terna t ional  ina t rument  entered  in to  force,  and today i t  ir almoat

universal.. However, important  asymmetr ies  exist in  i t s  implementa t ion  and they

8hOuld  be promptly corrected if we wish the agreement to remain valid.

The  rrsymmetr  is8 to  which I  refer  are not  only  due  to  the  indiscr  imlnate

improvement of nuclear weepona, b u t  aleo t o  t h e  unwillingneaa  o f  COUntLies  more

technoloqically  advanced i n  t h i s  f i e l d  t o  M-Operate,  within  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e

Treaty, with developing countries concerning the peaceful use of nuclear ener9Y  l

we t h e r e f o r e  af f i rm tha t  i t  ia of  key  impor tance  for  Sta t e s  t h a t  have  nuc l ea r

a r sena l s  and  are  partiee to  t he  T rea ty  fu l l y  t o  comply  with  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t s .  'En

the  absence of  euch a  cammihnent,  the  consequences  are  unforeseeable .

Pe ru ,  l oya l  t o  i t a  p r i nc ip l ea , ealutes  the countr  ier of the South Paci fit I

with which we share an ocean, and welcome8 tneir renuncia t ion  of  the  ~8se88iOn  of

nuclear weapons. The  eovere iqn  decision  of  those  Sta tes ,  embodied in  the  Treaty  of

Rarotonga, Preserve8 a  vast  apace from nuclear  threata , which muet be recogn ized  by

t h i s  univeraaL  fo rum. That  Treaty  give8  new impetus  to  the  ideals  of Tlatelolco

and is a 8Ymbol  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  qoverninq  peace  and  cooperation  among  na t i ons .

We retterate  our  uncondi t ional  auppor t  for  tne  Cairo  &clacation  of  1964 by the

Heads of State or Gaver nment of the Organization  of Aft ican Unity , which proclaimed

Africa a denuclearized  zone . We strongly denounce any cooperation  which rne~ allow

t h e  r ac i s t  rdgime  of  P r e t o r i a  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  tts nuc l ea r  proqrammes,  w h i c h

are a destabilizinq  e lement  in  that cont inent .
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The  elimination of chemical  weapons is  today a t  the forefront  of in ternat ional

a f f a i r s . However, we regret that the laudable efforts in Par is and Canber ca to

give new n#mentum  to the negotiationa of the Conference on Disarmament on this

auestion have been hampered by unilateral.  positions  which are not at all

constructive. It would seem that the horrible consequence8 of the u8e of those

weapons,  seen moat  t ragical ly  in  the  recent  pas t , have been forqotten and that

ominoue a trategic  games have taken over l

It would s e rve  no  purpose  to r ea f f i rm the  va l id i ty  of  t he  Geneva  P ro toco l  o f

1925 if the development, 8tOCkpiling,  production and use of those Weapon8 of ma8S

destruction continue a8 a macabre tool of today’s power politics.

In the  f ie ld  of  convent ional  d isarmament , Peru reaffirm8 its Commitment t0 the

u rgen t l y  needed  acce l e r a t i on  o f  this process. ?he Final Document of 1978 rema ins

valid today, thanks to  i t s  thorough and deta i led analysis  of  a l l  aspects  Of

disarmament and arms control. I t  cannot  be  denied  tha t  convent ional  di8aCmament,

o f  w h i c h  i t  i s  a  p a r t ,  i s  a  p r i o r i t y  issue.

Convent ional  dis,:.rrnament  must  be  given i t s  due s iqnf icanca,  and i t s  heneft  t s

must not be underestimated. We do  not  share the  view that  appropr ia te  t reatment  of

COnVenti.Onal  disarmament has an impact on the prior ities  for disarmament

n e g o t i a t i o n s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e F i n a l  Lkxument o f  1978. All pa ra l l e l  e f fo r t8  a imed

at  general  and complete  d isarmament  under  ef fect ive  in ternat ional  control  must  be

observed, recoqn  ized and encouraged.

That demand of the international community sprinqs from its awareness of the

serious consequence8 of raqional  conflicts, the technical improvement Of weapons

and tne  enormous  te8OUtCeS used  for them,  which otherwise  could be  used  to

a l l e v i a t e  t h e  s u f f e c i n q , hunqor  and pover ty  oE peoples ,  especia l ly  those  of  the

th i rd  wor ld .
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Peru aees regional  effor t8  to  prombte conventional  disarmament  as  re inforcing

what  the  Uni ted  Nat ion8 i s  doing at  the  wor ld  level  in  thie f ie ld . The

Org~ization’a  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  n o t  over-ambi tiOUs ,  nor do they have ul ter ior

motives. On the contrary, the PartiCular  character irtice  of each region and thei r

conaidera  t ion  by the  par t ies  d i rec t ly  involved imbue regional  effor ts  with special

validity and  8haw t h a t  r eg iona l  8olutionS  can  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  r e g i o n a l  p r o b l e m s .

This cannot but be in conformity with the right of Sta tea to cooperate  and coexist

in peace and to aeek joint formula8 of understanding.

The best expresaion of the compatibility of regional and global sf forts on

disarmament  i s  the  immrtant work  being  done  in  various parts  of  the  world  by the

World Disarmament Campaign. I n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  their n o b l e  ta8k - t h e  a c t i v e

oromotion  of  peace,  d isarmament  and development  in  var ious  regione  - i t s  cent re8

encourage concil  ta t ion and dialogue and bring people closer together. They deserve!

our  f i rm backing and our  specia l  considera t ion .

In  t ha t  con t ex t , Peru a t tache8 specia l  impor tance  to  the  question  of  the

inteCnatiOnal  transfer  o f  arma, e s p e c i a l l y  those  t h a t  act! il].egal or covert,

because they nave a negative impact on the proceseee  of regional ddtente  and

unders tanding. They use UP the  meagre  reaourcea of vast  masse8 of people  snd a t

times violate the democratic leqi timcy of power. C o n c e r t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c t i o n

1.9 t he re fo re  urqently  n e e d e d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  f e w  f rom continuinq  t o  raise t h e

s p e c t r e  of a r t i f i c i a l  threat8  f o r  t h e  s o l e  p u r p o s e  of  pro f i t  and  power . It i s  3lso

h i g h  t i m e  for r e c i p i e n t s  t0 r e v i e w  t h e i r  priorities a n d  establish t h e i r  t r u e

needs, States have a leqi timte and inalienable right to eecurity  ,  but recur i ty

can be achieved only by reducinq  arms and expenditure on arms to tne Lowest

pOS!l ible-9  1QVcr?18. Only i n  t h i s  way  w i l l  t he  i dea l s  o f  t hose  who  wt. i n

5.1n Francisco more than four decades ago be realiasd.
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The opportunities that the new climate of de'tente  between the major  Powers

Presents must not be wasted. An open, democratic and universal dialogue is

imperative and the United Nations is the most appropriate forum for that. States

must COntitlUe  to do what they car to strengthen the role of the Organisation in the

area of disarmament, otherwise they will be pronoting  the asymmetries and

imbalances #at divide them today.

This Committee must Fulfil its responsibilities, and my delegation will make

every effort towards that end. Billions of human beings must not be denied a

worthy and secure life simply because the people in this room are not able to reach

effective agreements that can be respected. We have a duty, but not the power, to

secure peace, justice and well-being for those whom we represent.

Mr. GBEHD  (Ghana):. Since this is a unique opportunity for me to address

the First Committee, Mr. Chairman, I hope that you and the other officers of the

Committee will accept the sincere congratulations of my delegation on your election.

I also take this opportunity to extend to the delegation of the United States

our heartfelt condolences on the tragic loss of lives and property resulting from

the earthquake in northern California on Tuesday 17 October.

The First Committee has begun its work against the background of an emerging

change in international relations. We have seen the manifest will of the

international community to settle conflicts through peaceful dialogue. Zast-West

relations have shown a tendency to move from ideological rivalry and military

competition to constructive co-operation and the promotion of rmtual trust.

These salutary developments are, in turn, beginning to make a significant

impact in several areas of arms control and disarmament. More than half the

intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles covered by the Treaty between the
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United States of America ar,d  the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the

Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the MF

Treaty - have been removed and physically destroyed. Bilateral talks on the

reduction of strategic offensive weapons have resumed. A major inter national

Conference held in Paris early this year gave a further impetus to the neqotiations

intended to lead eventually to a ban on the development  and use of chemical

weapons. To complement these efforts , negotiations of fundamental importance on

the reduction of conventional forces and armaments in Europe  have opened in Vienna.

These are, indeed, reassllring  developments, but they have not changed the

sombre realities facing us all. The world is still threatened by massive nuclear

arsenals, and as the Secretary-General states in his report on the work of the

Organization,

“It is apparent that, even when all their proposed reductions  are achieved,

the members of the two military alliances will still have far more Weapons

than all others together.” (A/44/1,  p. 13)

There can therefore be no room for complacency. Indeed I it is more urgent than

ever before that this Committee redouble its efforts and take advantage  of the

present propitious climate to ensure that the conclusions from its deliberations

gives further impetus to bilateral and multilateral negotiations in the

arms-control process.

The nuclear-test-ban issue remains a major disarmament question. It is

therefore a matter of deep regret that tne Geneva Conference on Disarmament

continues to come up aqainst differences in positions on dnd approaches to

long-standing aqenda i terns, such as those on a comprehensive test-ban treat? ,
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nuolrar tort  rxplaionr,  and otherr relating to the nualear-armr raae and nuolear

dirrrnramnt.

Qhana aontinuar ho attaoh grrat im~rbna ta the early aanolurion  of a

oanprehenaioo teat ban t rwty,  whiah ir t h e  mat prao t i oa l  way of  halting and

do-•arlating the nuolear-arms raa, rinoe terting ir rrarntial  ta the further

dovolopnmt of nuolrar armr. I n  o u r  v i w ,  a  teat ban, i f  it ia to be effeotive,

muxt  be oonrprrhrnrivr  and rhould mver  al l  environmenta and syrtrma,  inoluding

no*allod  pwoo?ul nuolrar explaions. The aontinuing wavoa  of woappon  tOmtiM  by

the nuolur-weapon Sta to8 - the Stockholm International  Doaoe  Rerearoh  Institute

rrtimatrr that there ware 40 nuolear exploeiona  in 1988 - rrriourly belie all

OlaiflW  mat thrrc ie xincetr oamnibnent to genera l  and  oomplete  diearmamsnt.

Ae thir d o l e g a t i o n  h a s  o f t e n  #aid, w e  eoe a  oompeehsnrivr  teat ban a11 the

1itrPlla trot Of  national  a>nanitment  to disarmament.  In our view, the current

bi lateral  init iat ives  of  the two major nuclear-weapon States  do not prec lude  the

modernisation  of  the i r  weapon  rrystemr  and therefore cannot contr ibute to  ceraation

of the qurlitetive  development of nuolear weapons. It  ie our view ala0 that the

two nuolear Poweel,  which together possrrrrr enormous  nuclear arsenale, ehould do al l

in their power to reach agreement ae soon M poer ib le  on a mbratoriumr to  be

follawed by rubrbntive negotiations o n  a comprrheneive  t e s t  b a n .
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In thie connection we are  happy to  note  the  Soviet  Union’s teadineaa, aI

stated by the Soviet delegation on Tuesday,  17 October, “to te-eetablinh,  at any

time, a mora tor ium on all nuclear teats” (A/C.l/44/PV.  4, P. 72) l W e  alar0 expcemr

our dieappointment at the suapenfiion  of it8 1985 unilateral moratorium. The jo in t

verification experimsnte  undertaken by scir.~tiste  from both countries have proved

that compiinnco  with a mbratarium and a permanent ceslratian  of nuclear te8ts can be

ve r i f i ed . Verification is therefore no lonqer  an ienue. We aqain urqe the two

Auper-Powere t o  i n i t i a t e  appropriat* a c t i o n  t o  e n d  a l l  n u c l e a r  t a r t s .

Ghana welcomea  the proposed international conference that would convert the

1963 p a r t i a l  t e s t - b a n  T r e a t y  i n t o  A  comprehenstve  t e a t - b a n  t r e a t y . Far from being

a misguided attempt, as  Borne have  un fo r tuna t e ly  t e rmed  i t ,  t he  proposal by  40 Or

more kmber State8  repreeentn  a considered and well-meaninq attempt to convert the

par t ia l  tes t -ban Treaty  in to  a  comprehensive  mea?luro  that  will advance the

dtaarmament p roces s . The Ghana deleqatlon  atande  ready to work with lies-minded

delegat ions  on the  in :  tisl preparat ion6 for  conveninq the  conference . We aqain

rlppal to t h e  D e p o s i t a r y  S t a t e s  t h a t  a r e  oppoeinq  t h e  amendment i n i t i a t i v e  t o

demonatratg  thPit s i n c e r e  wioh fo r  g e n e r a l  a n d  c o m p l e t e  diearmament  by  suppoctinq

thifl  laudable ini  tia tivc.

It: is our view that the issue of conventional, disarmament and the

in t e rna t iona l  t r ans fe r  o f  arms  rrhauld  r e c e i v e  n o  I~FIS a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h i n  d e b a t e .

The onqo ing Vienna talks on the reduction of conventional weapons provide ueeful

leeeona fo r  a  g l o b a l  r e d u c t i o n  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  w e a p o n s  t o  the l eve l s  necessary fat

legi t imate  eecucity  requirements . However, we would  observe  that  since the

aoquirition  and u8e at  such weapons usual ly  fol low upon conflicta,  effor ts  must  be

intenrified  t o  e l i m i n a t e  r e g i o n a l  t e n s i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e y  escalate i n t o  major

conflicts.
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Acme  t r ans fe r  haa bacoma 9 dif~turbicq  p h e n o m e n o n  thdt  must b e  addre8eeA*

Ghana euppocted  enera Aaaembly  resolution 43/75  I of 7 December 1988 rel.atCnq  t.0

arms trawler  becawe o f  i t s  general o b j e c t i v e  o f  elIminrrt!.nq  convaQtiOn~~

wespane. It is our view, however, tha t  a realistic approach to  the  problem l ies

more  in  the  reeolution  of conf l ic ts . In  th is  regard  much depends  on the extant to

which S t a k e  adhere t o  c e r t a i n  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  non-interference  in tha internal

affaira o f  o t h e r e ,  o f  t h e  neaceful  sattlement  of! d i s p u t e s  a n d  o f  t h e  prOmtiOn  of

f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l . open i n c i t e m e n t  t o  t h e  v i o l e n t

overthrow of legi  tima tely established qovernmantn or to the physical elimination of

appbinted  l e a d e r s ,  o r  o p e n  aqqression  aqainst  sma l l e r  S t a t e s ,  are no t  on ly  con t r a ry

t o  t h e  n o r m s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l aw b u t  alao c rea t e  a  sense  o f  i n secu r i t y  t ha t  my p

in  turn,  Lead to  the  acauisition  of  arms to  meet  defence requirements .

The Declara tfon on chemical weapons adapted  at the conclusion of the Par is

Confaconce  and the  Uni ted  Sta tes-USSR s ta tements  on the  same subject  a t  the  current

seaRion of the General Assembly provid,P u s e f u l  i m p e t u s  tot spsedinq  u p  onqainq

neqatiations on a chemical-weapons Convention. The report  on the work of the

Conference on Disarmament shows that qood proqress  has been made but that

d i f f e r ences  s t i l l  ex i s t  on  some  key  i s sues . We welcome the recent simulated

i n s p e c t i o n  o f  chemical  p l a n t s  h e l d  t o  t e s t  proCedurea fo r  vetifyinq c o m p l i a n c e  with

SOIll@ a s p e c t s  o f  t h a t  t r e a t y  w h e n  i t  f i n a l l y  comes  i n t o  force.

Among the ma jar concerns, however, now t h a t  w e  a r e  entering t h e  final .StaqeS,

iS tha t  the  convent ion  be  universa l  and comprehensive. I t  i s  o u r  w i s h  t h a t  a l l

S t a t e s  a d h e r e  t o  i t . In  tha t  connect ion  the  concerns  expressed on the  eve  of  the

recent  conference  held  at Canberra  have c lear ly  demonstra ted the  p,baolute  urgency

of seek inq the views of all  Member States on the 4rafl: convention. Un ive r sa l i t y

rwuires t h a t  a l l  p a r t i e s  m u s t  c e a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  an,d  stockpilinq  o f  such
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waaponn,  inc ludinq the  terminat ion of  a l l  proqrammes of modernizntion  of existinq

StocCs. hythinq  short nE that  would spel l  doom for  what  could  be  a  major

accomplishment in arms control and disarmament l

Ghana Mhares the  universa l  abhorrenca at  the development  and use of  chemical

WQapons, That abhorrence underlies Ghana’s accession to the 1925 Geneva Protocol*

We alSO c o n t i n u e  t o  f~vol~r  a  qlcbnl  t r ea ty  t ha t  w i l l  han  thP p r o d u c t i o n ,  p o s s e s s i o n

nnd use of chemical weapons and, above all, c l o n e  a l l  rlxtstinq  l o o p h o l e s  i n  the

192 5 Gsnava Protocol,

The  @vernment  nf  Ghana i.s commit ted  tn the  ~acsful URC)  OF outer  space  and i.s

thursfoce  oppon&I t o  t h e  extension  o f  any  mi l i t a ry  Compe t i t i on  o r  ac t i v i t y  i n to

ou tsr space. Ghana’s stand has always been con$istont  w t th Ilnitod  Nations

resolu ti0n.s that  have aff i rmed that  outer  space, includinq the Moon and other

C e l e s t i a l  b o d i e s , is the common her i taqe of manR ind and mu.s  t tnus be preserved

e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  p e a c e f u l  p u r p o s e s  i n  tnc! interest o f  a l l  n3tiona  a n d  peoplecl.  In

v it% of onqo inq  developments  in space weaponry, G h a n a  nqain urges the First:

Commi t t ee  t o  ca l l  f o r  f a r - r each inq  measu re s  t ha t  wo111d ha l t  tnf? dWPlopment  t,f

space weapons ,  inc ludinq ant i -sa te l l i te  weapons , and would put in place a workable

and effect ive  ver i f icat ion system to  ensure  a  ban on space weapons,

Ghana has consistently supper ted th 9 Concep t  o f  nuc l ea r - f r ee  zones. WQ d o  s o

because such zones have the po tan tial for s tr enqthen inq nuclear non-proli  f ern tion.

It. Is t he re fo re  a  ma t t e r  o f  deep  reqret tha t  Af r i ca ’ s  dsaire to  r ema in  nuc l ea r - f r ee

cont inues  to  he  thwar ted  by the  racist r6qime  of South  Africa. The con tinusd

nuclear  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h a t  re’qima a n d  it.q all.iQs  o n  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t ,

including the  tes t ing of  nuclear  arms ,  s e r i o u s l y  p r e j u d i c e  t h i s  w i s h  o n  t h e  p a r t  of

Afr ica . tireover, efforts by Afr icane and their  non-a l  iqned col leagues  to  expel

the  representa t ives  of  the  apar theid  rdqime :‘:om member shtp in the Interna tiOna1
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Atomic Energy Agency  cont inues  to  be  undermined by friends  Of th@ racist rdqirnet

suppot  ted, reg re t t ab ly ,  by  o the r  countr  ien.

We would  like to  hope  that  those countr ies  wou1.d  at  leant Prevail uPon  tha

racist re’qime to accede to the Treaty on the Non-ProliferatLOn of Nuclear WeaWnR.

W@ a l so  c a l l  u p o n  a l l  count r ies  t h a t  have  no t  ye t  ,done AO t o  accede to that Treaty

a.c1  well, [Jniversal  access ion  t o  t h e  Treaty  is v i t a l  fo r  the a t t a i nmen t  oE t h e  qoal

OE qlohal  disarMmf?nt  .

%!Veral  deleyations h a v e  r a i s e d  dcuhts about t h e  eff+ctivenegs  o f  t h e  U n i t e d

Nh tions  Disarmament Commission. T h o s e  delsqations  have  p o i n t e d  to the role

.3naigned to t h e  COmmi:asiOn  h y  t h e  @neraL Aqsembly at its f i r s t  sp+?cinL  session

devot.nd to  disarmament  and navy ques t ioned  i t s  contcitwtion  to  the disarmament

pr QCf?3S, We WOULd  Pref@r  prnctiwl chanqt?!~ thnt  w o u l d  strenqthen  the  D i sa rmamen t

Commisnion  as a n  sffectiw U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  tlcsLiher;rtlve  nody o n  disarrmrment  rather

than l~ndecmii.ne  that h o d y  ‘s w~~EuLnw~s.
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It  is grat i fying to  note  that  two extra  mes tinqs, makinq a total of 13iX in

al l ,  have been asaiqned to  caneideration  of  and decis ion-making on aqenda i tem 70,

whtch dea l s  w i th  An ta rc t i ca . It ia a welcome arr anqement, which seeks to correct a

past  imbalance that , r eg re t t ab ly ,  has  p rev ious ly  marqinalized  thie i m p o r t a n t  i t e m

in compar iaon with other i terns on the Committee’s aqenda. Th is new art anqement I

a l t houqh  s t i l l  f a l l i ng  sho r t  o f  our expectation8 ,  offerr d e l e g a t i o n 8  t h e

oppo r tun i t y  o f  engag ing  i n  t he  fu l l e s t  discu.ssion  o f  t he  aqenda  item. It ie

pa r t i cu l a r ly  w e l c o m e  in  v i ew  o f  t he  g rowing  intarnational  a t t e n t i o n  p a i d  to t ha t

par t  of  tne  world  and to  the  emerginq  problems of the  deple t ion  at the  ozone layer

and a tmoapher ic warming - o r  wha t  i s  c a l l ed  t he  q r eenhouse  e f f ec t .

We aleo welcome the proposal to set aaide a few mea tinqe  towards the end of

October for an exchanqe of views on the chemical-weapon negotiations. It if3 an

innovat ive  and t imely  proposal  which wi l l  offer  an  oppor tuni ty  for countr ies  such

aw mine  that  are  not  involved in  the  negot ia t ions  to  obta in  fur ther  inEocmation on

t h e  mjor ou t s t a n d i n q  iseues. We also see  tn the  proposal  a cont inuat ion  of  the

pract ical  approach to  major  d isarmament  issues  carr ied over  f rom the previoue

sessions of the Committee. We would 1 ike to hope that the sxper ience ya ined in the

discuss ions  wi l l  provide  a useful  format  for  deal ing with  other  disarmament  i~euss

on which progress can be made throuqh  informal exehanqes of views.

F ina l ly , the  overwhelming major i ty  of  resolut ions  adopted  each year  by the

General Assembly address the issue of disarmament. That demons tra tea the

continuinq  concern of  the  Uni ted Nat ions  for  arms control  and disarmament , Wi th

t h e  wetcome d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e ,  t h e  qoale of  arms

control and disarmament, which hut a few years ago eeemed a diRtant  dream, have

begun to take concrete shape. I f  t h e  Unt  t e d  N% tiona  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  t o  b e  attain&l,

however, tangible  proqreee  muat be  made in  all  aspects  of  digarmament. This
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impliaa q rea t e r  commitment and  f l ex ib i l i t y  on  t he  pa r t  o f  a l l ,  particularly  the

nuclear-weapon Sta tea, The var ioua, differ inq viewe that have been expressed in

this debate are eloquent teetimony  to the daunting tasks before the Committee. It

i s  the  hope of  the  Ghana deleqat ion  tha t  the  Commit tee  wi l l  r i se  to the  chal lenges

of thie crucial  hour  and resolve  to  put  forward const ruct ive  proposal8  that  w ill

make our planet a safer place to live.

RcOaAMME  OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish) I As I announced during the

informal coneulta tione on 2 October and at the orqaniza tional meetinq of the First

Conanittee  held  on 13 October ,  i t  i s  my in tent ion  to  hold  an  informal  meet ing of  the

Fieet  Committee devoted to proJidinq  information or views on the issue of chemical

weapons. As I  have sa id ,  th is  meet inq wil l  be  held  exclusively  for  informat ion

purposes. It is now scheduled for Wednesday, 25 October, at 3 p.m.

The meeting rose at 12.15 p.m.


