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The meeting was called to order at 10.25 aim.

AGENDA ITEMS 49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)
GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS
Mr. KARHILO (Finland) ¢+ Mr. Chairman, my delegation is very happy to see
you OCCupy your important post in our Committee. | am very well aware of and
appreciate your significant contributions in this Organisation, in other
international forums and in your own country ,

Y eaterday you very aptly expressed condolences to the United States delegation
on the tragedy in California. | fully associa te my delega tion with those
condolences.

For a number of years now the international community has had the luxury of
pursuing its disarmament efforts in an atmosphere of tranquiility and real progress
in Bast-West relations, Judging from recent events, continuity in this respect
seems ass ured .  Finland considers the stable evolution of East-West relations,
par ticularly in Europe, to be very much in its own security interests.

Finland welcomes the high-level and highly public attention given to chemical
disarmament in recent weeks. Chemical disarmament is not only important and urgent
but must be seen to be so. Public awareness of, and support for, chemical
disarmament is invaluable.

Finland welcomes the reaffirmation of the commitment of the United State8 and
the USSR, as expressed in their joint statement on chemical weapons,

“to pursue aggressively the prohibition of chemical weapons and the

destruction of all stockpiles of such weapons on the basis of a comprehensive,

effectively verifiable and truly global ban.” (A/c.1/44/2, p. 2)

We also concur in their view that the early conclusion and entry into force of a

convention to this effect is one of the highest priorities of the international

community.
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In so far as onqoing multilateral disarmament negotiations at the qlobal |evel

are concerned, we would gqo even further, ™day, the rapid conclus ion of a chemical

weapons convention is the highest priority of the international community. In view

of the relative ease and inexpensiveness with which chemical weapons can be
manufactured and deployed, a global ban is clearly needed. For the same reason, a
quest to determine who is capable of producing those weapons and who is not is
bound to be elusive and fr us tra ting. It is certainly our strong preference that

all States should adhere to the future convention whether or not they are in fact
or potentially capable of producing cnemical weapons. But should the international
community risk indefinite delay if this is not yet the case? We think not, It
would be tragic if the best were to turn out to be the enemy of the good.

Finland is encouraged by the fact that in the wake of the Par is Conference the
number of States taking an active interest in the chemical weapons neqotia tions at
the Conference on Disarmament has grown markedly, In our view, all States without
exception wishing to participate as non-members should be able to do so. The cause
of univer sal adherence to the future convention can only nrof i t thereby,

At the Paris Conference Finland announced an initiative designed to make a
tangible contribution towards a more equitable qeoqcaphical distribution of
verification expsr tise and, hence, universal adherence to the convention. Building
on its own expertise gained in reseatching verification of chemical disarmament
since 1973, Finland will organize training on verification methods for analytical
chemists from developing countries starting early next year, |Initially the
tta in ing programme, the full cost of which is borne by the Government of Finland,
is made available to interested non-aligned members of the Conference on
Disarmament. We are qra ti Eied by the response that our offer has evoked and hope

|
to expand the circle of participants in due course.
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It is just as important that a ban on chemical weapons should be total in its

scope as that it should be universal. An unequivocal commitment is needed to halt

production of chemical weapons immediately after the entry into force of the future

convention, and to destroy all chemical-weapon stocks within the prescribed

per lod. No reservations of any sort to these basic under takings are tenable. A

total ban is a sine qua non of a global ban.

Whatever bilateral steps the Soviet Union and the United States are going "0
take to facilitate the attainment of the objective of a total ban are most welcome,
and we urqge others with chemical weapons to join them.

There is no doubt that effective verification is the key to ar effective
convention on chemical weapons. Effectiveness entails recogni tion of limits. In
OUK view, the means are already available to make sure that existing stocks are
destroyed and that “weaponizable” chemicals, in "weaponizable" quantities, are not
used to produce new weapons. |In essence, this is what is required of a convention
whose purpose is to ban chemical weapons, not to monitor chemical industries or
lethal chemicals as such.

Of course, within the limits set by the purpose of the future convention,
verification must of necessity be intrusive and make possible short-notice recourse
to mandatory on-site inspections. Verification must also be based on technically
and scien ti fically sound methods, using the most suitable instrumentation.

The technical discussions of vet ification requirements at the Conference on
Disarmament should not be allowed to become a w ild-gnose chase after new gaps and
new theoretical possibilities of evasion or abuse. Political will to conclude the
convention has recently been on display in Paris and Canberra, in Jackson Hole and
New York. It is time to show it in Geneva by working out the necessary details.

The Canberra Conference showed us that political will must be coupled with

practica 1 will. The successful implementation of the future convention will depend
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on thorough preparations at the national level. It is vital to begin thatwork as
soon as possible.

Li ke chem cal weapons, conventional weapons constitute a clear and present
danger to international peace and security. They are being used this very day in
various conflicts. They account for an overwhelming part of global military
expendi tures, warping economc and social devel opment throughout much of the world.

Conventional arms and arnmed forces as a source of insecurity are being
addressed seriously in nmy own region, Europe. The twin negotiations within the
framework of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe hold out great
promise in this regard. The conventional arnms race nerits no |ess serious
consideration in other regions and at the global |evel

The mnited Nations has made a beginning by dealing with this issue at the
Di sarmament Conmission. Conventional disarmanent needs to receive a higher
priority in its work. International arnms transfers is one aspect of the problem
that should receive closer attention. Finland supported the Colonbian-Italian
initiative in this regard last year, and looks forward to participating through a

governmental expert in the study on this inportant subject mandated hy Genera

Assermhly resolution 43/75 1.

Finland considers that confidence-building neasures play a useful role in
their own right and also as a conplement to actual disarmament efforts - nuclear
chenmical and conventional. W believe that the quidelines for confidence-building
measures whi ch the General Assermhly adopted by consensus |ast year should be
foll owed up by common efforts to inplement themin more specific contexts

One sucn context is that of naval disarmanent. In our view,
confidence~building i S the nost prom sing approach to this conplex and sensitive
set of issues., W are pleased with the continuity efforts within the Disarmanent

Commissicn on thi s suhject, W are sonewhat concerned, however, that the
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di scussi ons this year seened t o stray away from t he search f or consensus language
into registering well-known differences of view The input of all major naval
Powers t 0 thework is also clearly needed.

Al ongsi de copingwith as yet untamed threats, such as chemical weapons, the

international comrunity faces thechallenge of preserving and strengthening the
existing safety netof international disarmanent agreements.

The operation of thesea-bed Treaty was recently reviewed for thethird tine.
Fi nl and shares the view that the pur poses of the Treaty are being realized. W
wel cone theconfirmation thatnoparty to the Treaty hasenpl aced weapons O mass
destructi on on thesea-bed, even inside its territorial waters,and thatnone has
any i ntention of doing so.

In respect Of nuclear weapons the non-proliferation Treaty remmins, in our
view, thesingle nost significant disarmanent measure undertaken by the
international community so Ear. Nuclear disarnament is the primry responsibility
of the nuclear-weapon States. Preventing nuclear War i s the responsihility of all
States.  Every one of us can, and should, contribute to preventing nuclear war by
preventing the prol iferation of naclear weapons. Adhering to the non-proliferation
Treaty, and living up tO one'sobhligations under it as a party, arethe meansto
that end.

Finland | ooks forward to the Fourth Review Conference as anopportunity to
strengthen teinternational non-proliferation régime. Finland and the other
Nordi c countries haveal ready outlined a numberof practical measuresinthis
regard. Thesei ncl ude acceptance byall non-nucl ear-weapon States of full-scope
I nternati onal Atomic Energy Agency saf equards as wel|l as neasures to assure the
tong-term supply of nuclear material, equipnment and technology in a predictable
manner, With appropriate non-proliferation assurances. W shall press foractive

consi deration of such measures at the forthcom ng Review Conference. W are
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pleased that the prepara tions for the Fourth Review Conference are well under way

in an atmosphere of co-operation.

Finland shares the view that. the international non-proliferation régime would
be strengthened by the complete prohibition of all nuclear tests and explosions.
The key concern of verifiability, which we too share, can be satisfied by the use
of appropriate, and available, technical means. oOur own research, conducted by the
Finnish Research Project on Seismological Verification of Nuclear Tests, has
convinced us on this score.

However, we are eaually convinced tnat there is no short-~cut to a test ban.
Verification provisions need to be carefully worked oat in neaotiations. The
appropriate forum for that is the Conference on Disarmament. The nuclear-test ban
is, after all, the firat i tern on its agenda. Moreover, all £ ive nuclear-weapon
States are members of the Conference. We do under stand the impatience felt by many
in the face »f the long-standing inability of the Conference on Disarmament to
begin work on this issue. However, in the light nf present realities, we do not
bel ieve that the proposed remedy, amending the partial test-ban Treaty to make it a
comprehensive one, is the practical answer.

The timing of the amendment conference must be carefully weighed against its
potential impact on the existing non-proliferation réqime. The two are no t
unrelated. 1In view of the importance we attach to non-proliferation, our clear
preference is to convene the amendment conference after the Fourth Review
Conference of the Parties to the NPT,

A comprehensive test ban is urgently needed to curb the qualitative refinement
of nuclear weapons. However, we have difficulty agreeing with those who, in

addition, say that a comprehensive test ban is absolutely essential for the
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preservation of the non-proliferation régime embodied in the non-proliferation
Treaty. Linking the two issues in thia way could do a disservice to hoth, Indeed,
is a test ban imaginable in a world where there would he no constraints on

proliferation?
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As a party to the partial test-ban Treaty, Finland will of course attend the
amendment conference and will do so in a constructive spirit. In our view, the
amendment conference should focus on giving political impetus to the cause of
banning nuclear tests, much as the Paris Conference did to the cause of banning
chemical weapons. Finland will assist in any effort to achieve a comprehensive
nuclear test ban compatible with the preservation of the international
non-proliferation régime - an undertaking which, in our view, is in the interests
of world security in its own right.

Mr. AUJOYI (Togo) (interpretation from French) : Permit me to extend our
sincere condolences to the delegation of the United States and, through it, to the
families of the victims of the earthquake in California. At this difficult time,
the people of Togo are as one in their sympathy with the people of the Unitec
States.

Anxious as | am to heed your appeal pursuant to rule 110 of the rules of
procedure, Mr. Chairman, | feel | should take this opportunity to express the Togo
delegation’s pleasure at seeing someone as distinguished and competent as you
presiding over the work of the First Committee, and to assure you of our close
Co-operation as you discharge your duties.

AS we move towards the last decade of a century particularly rich in profound
changes that have marked the course of human history, we are witnessing a reversal
of trends that have hitherto prevailed in international political relations. As if
by magic, the virtues of dialogue and interaction are gradually eroding established
certainties regarding the appropriateness and effectiveness of the use or the
threat of the use of force and the need to accumulate weapons in order to provide a
lasting guarantee of international peace and security. We see that the improvement

in East-West relations is promoting political settlement of regional conflicts and
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encouraging movement in or accelerating of bilateral and multilateral negotiations
on disarmament.

But does that mean that the cold war has been consigned to historical
oblivion, that detente is firmly established, and that we are now involved in an
irreversible process which will lead us unfailingly to complete and general
disarmament under effective international control? Commitment to international
peace and security, fortified by a strong dose of optimism, certainly encourages us
to believe all that. Unfortunately, because the record of arms-limitation and
disarmament efforts is one of ups and downs, and even spectacular setbacks, it is
more important now than ever before to show caution, vigilance and perseverance:
caution, to be able to gauge the scope and magnitude of disarmament initiatives;
vigilance, to identify swiftly any risk of new impediments to disarmament efforts
and to find ways of clearing them away; and, finally, perseverancz, to overcome the
obstacles with which the path to disarmament is strewn.

Even if recent developments in the international political situation clearly
demonstrate a growing determination to achieve peace and disarmament, we cannot but
recognise that much remains to be done to capitalize on the de-ideologization of
international political relations, to dispel mistrust and eliminate the causes of
military competition.

While the continuing process of elimination of intermediate-range nuclear
missiles demonstrates adherence to commitments entered into by the two
Super-Powers, the removal of some serious obstacles to the pursuit of negotiations
on the reduction of strategic nuclear weapons is a significant contribution to the
continuation of the process of nuclear disarmament embarked upon by the United
states and the Soviet Union. We very much hope that these two countries will
redouble their efforts so that, as soon as possible, an agreement can be concluded

reducing their strategic nuclear arsenals by 50 per cent.
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We must also welcome the efforts to intensify the Helsinki process,
particularly by drawing up confidence-building and security measures and by the
opening of negotiations on a balanced reduction of conventional armaments in Europe.

In the interest of disarmament and international peace and security, the
international community must support and encourage these good initiatives which, if
brought to fruition, will establish stability in a part of the world with the
highest concentration of arms.

I turn now to Questions connected with nuclear disarmament. Bearing in mind
the high priority accorded to this kind of disarmament, | am haunted by the
heartbreaking picture of a young Japanese woman looking for her child after the
explosion of the atomic bomb on Nagasaki. The story of Tsue Hayashi looking for

her daughter Kayoko has been immortalized in the following narrative.

(spoke in English)

"The morning after the Bomb, and every day after that, from early morning
until evening, | walked all over the city looking for Kayoko. | saw many

people suffering and dying. It was very sad. | felt deeply the severe power

of the A-Bomb. | cannot remember seeing a single other person walking."
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(continued in French)

What would nuclear disarmament efforts he worth if they did not eliminate once
and for all the poasihility of such apocalyptic scenes recurring?
There are two important, complementary milestones hefore us in our efforts to

halt the nuclear-arms race and bring about nuclear disarmament., These are the

conference to amend the partial test-ban Treaty and the Fourth Review Conference of
the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).
Without doubt, the conclusions of these two meetings will give valuable indications
as to the real willingness on all sidea to work for an end to the nuclear-arms race
and for nuclear disarmament.

In associating itself with the initiative on amendment of the partial test-ban
treaty, the Government Of Togo wishes to show its deep commitment to stopping the
upgrading of nuclear weapons and helping to hreak the deadlock in the multilatara)
negotiations on the complete prohibition of nuclear-weapon teats.

A)lthough it would appear that it has its arigins in a kind of political
realism, the gradua) approach has two drawhacks: it does not prevent the upgrading
o9f nuclear weapons and it hamstrings the mul tilateral neqotiationa on a
comprehensjve test-han treaty, Furthermore, the appreciable technical progress in
verification to date is increasingly destroying the old arjument that verification
problems would he an obstacle to a comprehensive ban on nuclear tests. Prom now
on, therefore, we must conasider OppoSition to a comprehensive ban to he at the
1 itical level, hecauae of the continuning helief in nuclear deterrence.

The Fourth NPT Review Conference Will provide an opportunity that should not
be missed to strengthen the non-peol} iferation régime and open prospects for
univargal adherence. Of course, With it 14) States parties, the YPT has the

largest number of adherents of any Treaty. Tt. also has a strict and efficient




EF/6 A/C.1/44/PV,7
17

(Mr. Ad joyi, Togo)

mechaniam for verifying non-proliferation. However, the validity, effectiveness
and scope of a treaty are measured by the scrupulousness with which the States
parties observe their commitments. It should he remembered that it was not to take
advantage of the umbrella of the nuclear Powers but to contribute to safeguarding
international peace and security that the non-nuclear States voluntarily and in
good faith renounced posseasion of nuclear weapons,

The forthcoming decision whether the NPT should continue in force should not
he a mere formality, Rather, au a transitional stage towards the 1995 conference,
the Fourth Review Conference should provide an opportunity to seek measures to
correct the shortcomings of the NPT, such as, in particular, the complete
prohibition of nuclear teats and the conclusion of international arrangements
gquaranteeing the security of non-nuclear States against the use or threat of
nuclear weapons,

Because of the emergence and consolidation of the international consensus in
favour of the total and final elimination of chemical weapons, completion of the
Geneva negotiations is an urgent task which call g for a greater mohil iration Of
energy and an even more thorough harnesaing of expertise in this area. Tn this
connection, It i’ encouraaing that the Paris Conference on chemical weapons gave a
significant po)l itical boost to the negotiations at the Conference on Disarmament,
particularly hv its solemn reaffirmation of the validity of the Geneva Protocol and
its appeal to the Conference on Diaarmamcnt to redouble its efforts to conclude as
soon as posaihle the draft convention on chemical weapons.

By taking ar its basis tha final declaration of the Paris Conference and by
providing an occasion for an in-depth dialoque wWhich promises fruitful co-operation
hstween Governments and the chemical induatriss, the recent Government-Tnduatry
Conference Against Chemical Weapons, in Canberra, was another significant

contr Lthution to chemical disarmament ef for ts,
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We must pay A trihute to the two super-Powers far their determination to work
together for the speedy conclusion of a convention on a univeraal, effectively
verifiahle, general ban on chemical weapons. The verification experiment and data
exchange in connection with chemical weapons which they have agreed to carry out
purauant to their joint declaration on chemical weapons of 23 September 1989 are
saignificanti n thia reapect,

Experimental national inspections are an important initiative which should be
continued, in order to lead to experimental multilateral inspections that could
further refine verification techniaques for inclusion in the future convention,
Although the decisive turning-point, or the familiar pint of no return, has not
yet heen reached, it ita right and fitting to welcome the proqreaa at the Conference
on Disarmament, particularly on verification, the chemical annex and assistance and
protection againat chemical weapons.

In the view of the delegation of Togo, it the future convention ia to attract

universaal adherence it must contain the following elementss
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first, ateiet and effective verification machinery for declarations Of
non-possession of chemical weapons as well au of declared stockpiles and production
facilities and the order of destructiony secondly, a quarantee of speedy asaistance
And protection aga inat chemical weapons) thirdly, strict verification machinery for
non-diversion of civilian chemical production to military purposesj fourthly ,
promoting access for developing countries to the chemical industry “or development
purposess and, £ifthly, the exclusion of any reservation which might restrict the
field of application of the convention or which would be incompatible with itm
objective.

We should also act on the idea of organizing an international conference’ under
the aegis of tne United Nation8 for the purpose of a broad exchange of views On the

convention pbefore it is submitted to the General Assembly.

The timely initiatives the two Super-Powers have taken recently are a
reflection of the primary responsibility they bear in the field of disarmament,

In spi te of their undeniable importance, b ila ter al nego t ia t ions should not
exclude multilateral negotiations or prevail over them. Indeed, the increasingly
close rela tions between the United Sta tes and the Sw iet Union should, as has pbeen

the cane in negotiaticns on chemical weapons, promote an intensification of:

dialogue and an acceleration of negotiating efforts in multilateral bodies such as

the Disarmament Commission and the Conference on Disarmament.

in any case, tne accslera tion of dialogue and nego tia tioas in multilateral
bodies wi)l of course strengthen the central role of the United Nations in
disarmanent,

On th2 strength ot its recently enhanced prestige our Organization today more
than ever before must live up to the new needs and the necessary adapta tionr
dictated by the improvement in the international political situation and

ini tiatives and proposala submitted in the field of disarmament.
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Among other essential instruments for action, the Department for Disarmament

Affairs muet cope with the extra burden of work generated by the General Assembly.
It is necessary , therefore, to give that Department the necessary human and
financial resources so that it may continue to discharge its responsibilities
diligently and effectively . .

| would not |ike to miss this opportunity to pay tribute to the devotion and
selflessness of Under-Secretary-General Yasushi Akashi, who heads the Department

for Disarmament Affa ire.

In the 1ight of the specific features of Africa, Latin America, the Caribbean

and Asia with regard to diearmament efforts, the United Na tions Regional Centres

for Peace, Disarmament and Development are the ideal framework for the emergence
and consolida tion of conf idence-bu ilding measures. These Centres reflect the
common will to bring about stability in these parts of the worid and can make a
valuable contribution to the strengthening of world eaquilibrium.

So far the activities of these Centres have demonstrated a better
understanding of the virtues of openness, co-operation and transparency , as well as
regional requirements for arms limitation and disarmament. For these Centres to be
able to produce appropr iate programmes of activities and play their role fully they
must enjoy financial stability,

We would like once again to express our sincere gratitude to Member States and
international organizations, governmen tal and non-governmen tal , which have k indly
made available financial and material assistance for these Centres. We also take
this opportunity to make an urgent appeal for further and more generous
contr ibutions to these insti tutione.

The efficient functioning of theee three Centres also calls for the

establishment of posts at the director level so that they can do a
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proper job of direating these Centres. The Government of Ibgo trusts that it can

count on the support of all delegations for the draft reaolution relating to the

creation of these posts, which will be submitted to the Committee in due course.
The numerous developmenta over the lart four years would suggest that the

history of international political relations is going through a transition period

marked by a better understanding of the validity of the noble objectives enshr ined

in our Charter and the capacity to act of our universal Organization.

We are happy to note that disarmament is also benefiting by this rever sal of
trende. However, it would undermine disarmament efforts, and hence for
international peace and security if we were to cherish the illusion that all these
decades of mirtrurt, hestility and confrontation are on the way OUl simply because
of certain significant progress. Indeed, if we bare our selves on the pr ecious

lessons Of the part we must at once work tirelessly to eliminate gradually the deep

causes of the arms race. It is only then that we shall be able to dream of a world

in which the only competition will be to build and jealourly preserve peace.
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Mr . BADAWI (Egypt) (interpretat ion from Arabic) + I had intended at the
outset to begin by congratulating you, Sir, on your election as Chairman of our
Committee and the members of the Bureau on their election, but out of respect for
your appeal | will comply with article 110 of the rules of procedure.

It may he appropt late, now that we are on the *threshold of the 19908, the last
decade of this century, to ask ourselves a auestion that has been on the minds of
al.1 previous generat ions, namely, is there any hope of a stable world not
threatened with military annihilation, especially nuclear annihilation, and, if 80O,
when will that hope mater ial ize?

During the past two years we have witnessed numerous and varied developments
at the political and security levels. While it would be naive to expect & solution
to all regional problems in a short space of time following long years of
stagnation during which those problems worsened day after day, we have followed
with interest the emergence of a new trend in international relations based on the
necessity of tackling international problems by peaceful means and on the basis Of
a constructive and objective dialoque.

Some of the most important examples of this new trend are the withdrawal Of
foreign forces from Afghanistan, the continuing developments regarding the
accession t0 independence of Namibia, the current negotiations on Kampuchea =
although they have been fa) tering - and the ongoing contacts and negotiations on
the settlement of several African problems, in which my country is playing a major
role in helping Facilitate a solution.

We have also seen the transformation Of relations between the two super-Powers
and their allies in the form of movement towards dialogue, coe:zistence and
co-operation in the service Of their common interests and those Of the entire

world. This should make possible the definitlon of a sound framework for relations
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among na tions and world stability and provide the necessary momentum for tackling
problems that have for many years proved intractable.

International changes have not been confined to the political arena but have
been extended to include also the areas of security and disarmament measures. The
two super-Powers have begun to implement the first convention providing for the
elimination of a whole class of nuclear weapons, namely, the Treaty between the
United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the
Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles. We have also
seen the intensification of contacts between the two super-Powers in various areas
of disarmament, including the resumption of their bilateral negotiations on
chemical and nuclear weapons, and an af f irma tion of their common obligation to work
towards a convention on eliminating strategic nuclear weapons and preventing a
nuclear war, which poses the gravest threat to man.

Questions of disarmament in various fields have met with increasing
international attention. Thus European neqotia tione on conventional weapons have
made pr ogr ees, while negotiations on chemical weapons in the Geneva Conference on
Disarmament have gained a strong impetus from the convening of the Conferences in
Par is and Canberra, We believe that the proposals in this regard put forward by
President Bush of the United States and the Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union in
their statements in the General Assembly could have a favourable impact on the
ongoing neqotia tione.

Egypt hopes that negotiations in all these areas will achieve concrete
progress in the near future and result in a universal, coherent disarmament
convention providing genuine security for the international community.

While we have followed with keen interest every positive development in

international relations and every concrete achievement in the area of disarmament,

| feel it my duty to warn against the consequences of allowing our overwhelming
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relief to .blind us to the challenges still facing us or lead us to forget the
framework on which we agreed by consensus as the basis on which to take up these
challenges.

With the conclusion of the Second United Nations pDisarmament Decade now
imminent, my delegation reiterates its full commitment to the priorities endorsed
by the first special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament.
Poremost among these is the priority given to the elimination of nuclear weapons
and other weapons of mass destruction, thr need to consolidate the role of the
United Nations in this regard and the development of multilateral International
bodies concerned with the question, especially those responsible for negotiating
disarmament conventions, such as the Geneva Conference on Disarmament. | appeal to
those international bodies, in particular the Conference on Disarmament and the
Diearmament Commission, which meets in New York, to epeed up agreement on measures
to increase their effectiveness and efficiency. | also call upon the members of
those bodies to use their rules of procedure and the desire of all to achieve
consensus on the questions before them in a manner compatible with the spirit of
dialogue and the constructive work prevailing in our world today.

Egypt proceeds from the view that International security is integral security
and what threatens the security of one State also threatens the security of all
members of the international community. It has therefore repeatedly affirmed that
every State in the world has the right to contribute to efforts aimed at halting
the arms race and achieving disarmament, regardless of the type of armaments
involved and which State is acquiring them. We have gone even further and affirmed
that not only is *this participation a right which States are justified in

exercising as they deem fit, but their participation within their means is the duty

of all peace-loving States.
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Since the nuclear threat is the gqraveet threat to our world today, we believe
that the highest priority must be given to confronting it and that therefore
nuclear negotia tioens can no longer be confined to the super-Powers and rome Of
their allies. We believe that, now that the two super-Powers have succeeded in
concluding the Treaty on intermediate-range and shot ter-r ange miss iles and
expressed the hope of concluding another agreement in the near future on strategic

nuclear weapons, it is time for nuclear questions to be dealt With more seriously

and clearly in the context of the Conference on Disarmament, in Geneva, and for

increased efforts to achieve a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban convention.
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We call upon the two nuclear super Powers to put the Conference on Disarmament
in the picture as regards their achievements and to inform it of the stage they
have reached in their negotiations On these questions, so that the other States Of
the world may derive the optimum benefit from their experience and so that the
Conference on Disarmament may contribute to the attainment of that objective in an
appropr ia te way.

Egypt believes that in conjunction with international action in this regard it
is time to intensify international efforts to implement paragraph 66 of the Final
Document of the first special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament. @ That paragraph calls upon all the nations of the world jointly to
take further steps to agree on a universal nuclear-non-proliferation régime. Egypt
raised the question during last year’s Session of the General Assembly, in the
context of prenmaratory work for the Fourth Review Conference Of the Parties to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. That Treaty enjoys the widest
international support, with more than 140 parties.

Egypt intends to continue addressing the question in its contacts and
Consultations with the States parties to the Treaty. It appeals to all States
par ties, and particularly the States non-parties to the Treaty - we were pleased by
the participation of many of the latter as observers in the recent Review
Conference - to discuss the question seriously and objectively, while taking into
account the contractual obligations entered into by most of the nations of the
world in acceding to the Treaty. We should find methods for cons tructive
consul tations without resort to the establishment Of formal structures and without
prejudice to existing treaties, providing support for those traa ties and hence
bringing the international community closer to its consensus goal of establishing a

nuclear-non-proliferation régime universal in character.
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While addressing questions of nuclzar disarmament, | must affirm the
importance of establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones in order to make a reality of
our commitment to nuclear non-proliferation in var ious req ions of the world. Such
zones would strengthen international peace and security. At its last session the
General Assembly adopted tesolu tion 43/65, which regquests the Secretary-General,
inter alia, to undertake a study on effective and verifiable measures which would

facilitate the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. We

are awaiting the submission of the study at the next session, as called for in the
resolution. We hope that the study will include effective, realistic
recommendations, appropriate to the conditions of that sensitive region, in order
to eliminate the threat of the proliferation of nuclear weapons there.

W& welcomed the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) study on
verification measures and safeguards in the Middle East. We also welcomed the
adoption by the General Conference of the IAEA of its resolution 509, which
requests the Agency’s Director General to contact Israel and consult the other
States of the region on the imposition of Agency safeguards on all nuclear
facilities in the Middle East .

I call upn~n Israel to accede to the non proliferation Treaty and to place all
its nuclear facilities under the IAEA inspection and control régime in order to
assure everyone of the peaceful character of its nuclear programme and enable us to
take another step towards the objective of establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone
in the Middle East. In this context, we would warn of a grave development in the
region, threatening its security and jeopardizing endeavours to keep it free of
nuclear weapons: Israel’s recent test of a medium-range missile, which fell in the
vicinity of a sister Arab State.

While commenting on the importance of establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones,
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| would add that it is also appropriate for the General Assembly at ita current

session to discuss measures that the international community can take tOo implement
the Declaration on the Denucleariza tion of Africa. This is a sincere call that was
made by the African Summit meeting in Cairo and was subsequently endorsed by the
General Assembly in success ive r eeolu t ions, the moet recent being resolution

42/ 34 A.

Tnday I feel duty bound, on behalf of Bgypt and the othor Member States of the
Organiaation of African Unity , which my country has the honour of presiding Over at
present, to appeal to the Member States of the United Nations and all other
peace-loving States for a concerted effort to eliminate the threat to our beloved
continent posed by South Afr ica's nuclear programme, | also appeal to them to
co-operate with African States to make their continent free of the nuclear threat
and to establish a nuclear-weapon-free zone there.

At tnhis critical historical juncture it is important to ensure that outer
space be used in the interest of mankind and not for mil itary purposes. That would
be one of the foundations of co-operation for peaceful purposes and for keeping
outer space free of any conflicts. |f we are aware of the gravity of the
prolifeca tion of nuclear weapons and their use on earth, how can we allow such
weapons to proliferate in arenas such as outer space?

Egypt ha8 subnmi tted proposals for filling in the lacunae in the Legal régime
gover ning outer space. |n particular, it has made proposals to overcome the
defects in article 1V of the 1967 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of
Sta tee in the Bxploration and Use of ou ter space, including the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies. The major defect of the article is that two legal régimes,
instead of a single régime, have been established for outer space. In the first
regime applicable to outer space the only restriction imposed by the Treaty on

Member States is that they shall not establish bases for weapons of mass
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destruction in outer space j there is N0 ® Xxplioit , clear prohibi tion of the mili tary
use Of outer space. The second leqal régime @ rtablirhrd by the Treaty relates &
the Moon and other celestial bodies, which are to be used exclusively for peaceful
purposes. This means that the military use of the Moon is prohibited, in © ||
forms, but the use Of ou trr space for military purposes is not .

Egypt has touched ON these matters iN the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva,

where it has oallrd for up-dating the Treaty. The Treaty was signed in the late

1960s, whrn technology and the world were different from those of today. We

believe that the Treaty rhould be &N O® @ breart of scientific developments and the

increased number Of States which have @ oquirod the necessary technology to have
access t 0 outer space.

We call upon the General Assembly to support these ideas, and upon the
Conformor on Disarmament iN Geneva to fill in the lacunae in the legal rdgime, and
to make '] ther ® ffortr inits objective discussion of outer space qurmtionr e¢ O as
to ® |lar thr initiation of negotiations within the framework of the Conference on
Disarmament regarding a treaty prohibiting the extension of the arms race to outer
space and ® nsuring its preservation for exclusively peaceful purposes, as the

un iver® al , commonheritage of nank ind.
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A question which has recently Attracted the attention of the international

community is that of the dumping of radioactive waste and its consequences. The
General Assembly adopted av its forty-third session a resolution entitled "Dumping
of radioactive wastes", in which it reviewed the grave effects of such dumping,

The queo tion was also dealt with by the Interna tignal Atomio Enurgy Agency through

the setting up of a technical working group with a view to formulating
International rules to limit such action. We hope that the gqroup will succeed in
formulating those rules as soon as possihle. This matter waa dealt with, too, by
the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva, Which emphasizes the intereat of the
ifuternational community in addressing all aspects of thie extremely impnrtant
quesation.

Eqypt hopes that the various intscnational bodies considering this aueetion
will continue to do so, each within i ts area of competence, so that an
international réqime capable of preventing the exacerbation of the problem may be
established.

I said At the outset that there was a question that has oftan been on the
minds of previous genera tions as well ad of the present one, namely, of a stable
wor 1d without the threat of annihilation And, if so, when will tnat hope
ma tCr 1al ize? 1 can only say tO those who have been wai tina And to posterity that
hope has emerged NN d everyone must encourage, support and consolidate it seo that it
may not he lost.

The anawer to tae second patt of the quenstion will he da termined by OUr desire
ta 1 ive in peacn, free foom the threat or conventional And nuclear weapon3, And our
ability to formulate A constructive means of 2liminating such weapons and
consolidating the principles «f international peace And aacurity, which are the

very vasis ol our unity and stabil ity And tnhe foundation of ouur Organization.
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We hope that the current momentum in thia direction will be maintained with

the same degree of vigour and that, in the light of thie new trend in international

relations, it will be extended to the multilateral sphere. This will be the real

proof of the international community's desire t0 co-operate an an equal footing in
striving to attain an objective of comprehensive and general disarmament under
effective international control,

Mr. LUNA (Peru) «+ | wirh tirst to express to the delegation of the United
States the condolences of the Government and people of Peru on the disaster
yesterday in the city of San Francisco.

It is a special pleasure, Sir, for me to extend to you the congr atulationa of
the delegation of Peru on your election to the chairmanship of this important
Commi ttee. Your outatanding diplomatic skills and vast experience of these issues
will ensure the successful completion of our task.

I take this opportunity to congratulate you on the important post which has
recently been assigned to you by the Government of Venezuela. That i8 yet further
recognition of your excellent qualities, both professional and personal, which all
acknowledge. My congratulations 90 also to the other officers of the Committee.

It is with special pleasure that the delegation of my country notes the
tireless work of tne Secretariat, which is represented here today by the
Under-Secretary~Genaral for Disarmament Affair s, Mr, Yasushi Akashi, the
Under-Secre tary~-General for Poli tical and Security Council Af faics,

Mr. Vasiliy Safronchuk, and the Secretary-General of the Conference on Dlearmament,
Mr. Miljan Komatina, to whom my coun try wishes to express its appreciation of their
skilful and efficient fulfilment of important responsibilities.

lutin America and the Caribbean nave established a historic landmark by

pr oclaiming the area a nuclear-weapon-free zone, in accordance with the sovereign
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decision of their peoples. We are also deal ing with the question of conventional
weapons, on the basis of regional initiatives, which we are now tackling directly
and openly. Nevertheless, we have always believed in security being not only

mil itary but comprehensive, embracing political, economic and social elements, not
forgetting the important element of environmentsi conservation. security i8 not
the exclusive preserve of the most powerfuly it should be the guarantee that
peoples can 1 ive in peace, with justice and dignity.

A short time ago we had the opportunity of 1istening to the impressive
statement before the General Assembly of the President of Colombia, a country
which, 1 ike mine, is engaged in a continuing rtruggle against drug trafficking. He
clearly highlighted the enormous illicit profits made by the international drug
networks, which ace second only to those made through the armaments trade, both
legal and illegal. Thia is the harsh reality and the problem of international
security must be dealt with in all its aspects and in a comprehensive manner.

The crisis in Colombia, with its serious implications for the region, is a
natural consequence, inter alia, of the irresponsible lack of control in the
armaments trade whose only motive is the umquenchable thirst for profit. In the
context of comprehensive security | wish to draw particular attention to the
resources that a country such as mine has to devote to combating this scourge,
which has entered into a nefar ious alliance with teecrorism. Thus, my country is
unable to use 1 ts resources for the well-being and development of its people, while
evil orqanizations grow richer at the expense of sutfering and pain. This is why 1
urge the States represented here to rupport the struggle that must be waqged on
every front, in particular through the adoption of atr ingent mraaurea of control
and verification, to stop that other kind of illicit trafficking that diverts

resources from use in the interest of mankind - trafficking in arms.



BHS/at A/C. 1/44/PV. 7
41

(Mr. luna, Peru)

That is why ddtente is not the exclusive province of the Powersy it must

extend to all of mank ind and, as a pr ior ity, to the developing countr ies whionh are

the ones that sutfer the moat from war and poverty. We do not accept the

imposition of the untenable equation of “peace among the wealthy and war among the
poor”. The 4é tente we pursue is dé ten ta inspired by the need to guarantor for all
human beings a minimum of dignity and well-being,

The present international climate offers us auspicious signs of Addtente and
under rtanding . The world-wide trend towards ®  ubrtituting conflict with
co-operation is opening the doors to a new era in international relations.

Peaceful coexistence among peoples and dialogue and underrtanding are making
progress in this new world scene. The delegation of Peru welcomer with particular
interest these efforts which point to the urgency to replace the policy of military
blocs and all lancer by truly democratic formulas of international coexistence.
That is the meaning of non-alignment and the spir it of the Declaration of Heads of
State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun tr ies, recently adopted i n Belgrade.

The understanding betvizen the United States and the Soviet Union at their
Summit, the important achievements in Vienna and the rerolution of several regional
confl ictr no doubt deser ve our recogn i tion . However, a great deal remains to be
done, and isolated forums or exclusive meetings will not allow us to advance on the
road to peace. Thus, it is a fundamental requirement that all nations participate
freely and democratically and on an equal foo ting in consideration of the problems
of disarmament and arms control, which continue to endanger international peace and
security. |b my delegation that is the aigni £ icance of the del ibera tionr of this
Commi tteey it murt be the fundamental task of our Organization, The United Nations
rhould be s trengthened, and gpecial in terests or narrow views ® hould not supersede

the noble task for which it was created.
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Almost 50 years ago, the world was shaken by the onset of ths bloodiast of
modern wars. In the aftermath, the nations of the world undertook to free future
genera tiona from the scourqge of war. WQ deeply reqret that that commitment has not
been fully met. As members know, since the end of the Second wWor 14 War there have
been more than 150 armed conflicts, more than 20 mill ion human beings have loa t
their lives and 91 trillion devoted to military expenditures last year alone could
have been used to remove poverty and hunger from the face of the Earth once and for
all.

let us not be deceived. We ace still living on the brink of the annihilation
of all mankind. The Washington Treaty of 1987 should be a landmark in our efforts
to halt and reverse the nuclear-arms race. However, a lasting solution will only
be found through an agreement in which all nations participate, for the world is
justified in its hor ror of such weapons. Tho effects of those instruments of death
are indiscrimina tey they know no boundaries and do not distingquish between those
having nuclear arsenals and those that have renounced them,

we concur fully with what was stated by Her Excellency the Minister for
Disarmament and Arms Control of New Zealand in this forum, when she said, "We do
not believe that nuclear weapons guarantee our security.” Peru views the
continuation of nuclear teeting as a threat to its security. Thus, my country, in
keeping with the commitment it undertook at Tlatelolco and in keeping with the
validity of the Final Document of 1978, gives the highest priority to this
gquestion, as is shown by the support it has given, together with more than 40
States, to the convening of a conference to amend the Moscow Treaty of 1963 and
turn it into a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty. wWe do not reject any other

means, and we shall continue to participate actively in the work of the Conference

on Disarmament in this field. However, this is the initiative that seems most
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promis ing today. We are not thus aeeking confrontations rather we are calling for
constructive dialogue to help end the vertical proliferation of nuclear weapons.

In 1990, we shall have an opportunity once again to address the Treaty on the
Non- Prol iferation of Nuclear Weapons. Considerable progress ha8 p2en made since
tna t in terna tional inatrument entered into force, and today it is almosat
universal.. However, important asymmetries exist in its implementation and they
should be promptly corrected if we wish the agreement to remain valid.

The asymmetr ies t0o which | refer are not only due to the indiscr iminate
improvement of nuclear weapmns, but also to the unwillingneas of countries more
technologically advarced in this field to co-operate, within the framework of the
Treaty, with developing countries concerning the peaceful use of nuclear energy .
We therefore affirm that it is of key importance for States that have nuclear

arsenals and are parties to the Treaty fully to comply with their commitments. In

the absence of such a commitment, the consequences are unforeseeable.

Peru, loyal to i ta principlea, salutes the countr ies of the South Paci fic,
with which we share an ocean, and welcome8 tnheir renunciation of the possession of
nuclear weapons. The eovereiqn decision of those States, embodied in the Treaty of
Ratotonga, Preserve8 a vast apace from nuclear threats, which muet be recogn ized by
this universal forum. That Treaty gives new impetus to the ideals of Tlatelolco
and is a symbol of the principles qoverning peace and co-operation among nations.
We reiterate our unconditional aupport for tne Cairo Declactation of 1964 by the
Heads of State or Gover nment of the Organization of Afr ican Unity , which proclaimed
Africa a denuclearized zone. We strongly denounce any co-operation which may allow
the racist régime of Pretoria to continue to develop its nuclear programmes, which

are a destabilizing element in that continent.
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The elimination of chemical weapons is today at the forefront of international

affairs. However, we regret that the laudable efforts in Par is and Canber ca to

give new momentum to the negotiationa of the Conference on Disarmament on this

auestion have been hampered by unilateral. positions which are not at all
constructive. It would seem that the horrible consequence8 of the use of those
weapons, seen moat tragically in the recent past, have been forqotten and that
ominous 8 trategic games have taken over .

It would serve no purpose to reaffirm the validity of the Geneva Protocol of
1925 if the development, stockpiling, production and use of those Weapon8 of mass
destruction continue a8 a macabre tool of today’s power politics.

In the field of conventional disarmament, Peru reaffirm8 its Commitment to the
urgently needed acceleration of this process. The Final Document of 1978 rema ins
valid today, thanks to its thorough and detailed analysis of all aspects Of
dissrmament and arms control. It cannot be denied that conventional disarmament,
of which it is a part, is a priority issue.

Conventional diszcmament must be given its due signficanca, and its henefi ts
must not be underestimated. We do not share the view that appropriate treatment of
conventional disarmament has an impact on the prior jties for disarmament
negotiations set forth in the Final Document of 1978. All parallel effort8 aimed
at general and complete disarmament under effective international control must be
observed, recogn ized and encouraged.

That demand of the international community springs from its awareness of the
serious consequence8 of reagional conflicts, the technical improvement Of weapons
and tne enormous resources used for them, which otherwise could be used to
alleviate the suffecing, hunqor and poverty of peoples, especially those of the

third world.
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Peru sees regional effort8 to promote conventional disarmament as reinforcing

what the United Nation8 is doing at the world level in this field. The
Organization's activities are not over-ambi tious, nor do they have ulterior
motives. On the contrary, the particular character isties of each region and their
conaidera tion by the parties directly involved imbue regional efforts with spacial
validity and show that regional solutions can be applied to regional problems.

This cannot but be in conformity with the right of Sta tea to co-operate and coexist
in peace and to aeek joint formula8 of understanding.

The best expresaion of the compatibility of regional and global ef forts on
disarmament is the important work being done in various parts of the world by the
World Disarmament Campaign. In carrying out tneir noble task - the active
promotion of peace, disarmament and development in various regions - its centre8
encourage concil ia tion and dialogue and bring people closer together. They deserve
our firm backing and our special consideration.

In that context, Peru attache8 special importance to the question of the
international transfer of arms, especially those that are illegal or covert,
because they nave a negative impact on the processes of regional détente and
understanding. They use UP the meagre resources of vast masses Of peorle snd at
times violate the democratic leqi timacy of power. Concerted international action
ia therefore urgently needed to prevent the few from continuing to raise the
spectre of artificial threats for the sole purpose of profit and power. 1ti S alsa
high time for recipients to review their priorities and establish their true
needs, States have a leqi timate and inalienable right to security  but secur i ty
can be achieved only by reducing arms and expenditure on arms to the lowest
poss ible lavels. Only in this way will the ideals of those who met in

5an Francisco more than four decades ago be realized.
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The opportunities that the new climate of détente between the major Powers
Presents must not be wasted. An open, democratic and universal dialogue is
imperative and the United Nations is the most appropriate forum for that. States
must continue to do what they car to strengthen the role of the Organisation in the
area of disarmament, otherwise they will be promting the asymmetries and
imbalances #at divide them today.

This Committee must <ulfil its responsibilities, and my delegation will make
every effort towards that end. Billions of human beings must not be denied a
worthy and secure life simply because the people in this room are not able to reach
effective agreements that can be respected. We have a duty, but not the power, to
secure peace, justice and well-being for those whom we represent.

Mr. GBEHDO (Ghana):. Since this is a unique opportunity for me to address
the First Committee, Mr. Chairman, | hope that you and the other officers of the
Committee will accept the sincere congratulations of my delegation on your election.

| also take this opportunity to extend to the delegation of the United States
our heartfelt condolences on the tragic loss of lives and property resulting from
the earthquake in northern California on Tuesday 17 October.

The First Committee has begun its work against the background of an emerging
change in international relations. We have seen the manifest will of the
international community to settle conflicts through peaceful dialogue. Z2ast-West
relations have shown a tendency to move from ideological rivalry and military
competition to constructive co-operation and the promotion of matual trust.

These salutary developments are, in turn, beginning to make a significant
impact in several areas of arms control and disarmament. More than half the

intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles covered by the Treaty between the
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United States of America arnd the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the
Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the INF
Treaty - have been removed and physically destroyed. Bilateral talks on the
reduction of strategic offensive weapons have resumed. A major inter national
Conference held in Paris early this year gave a further impetus to the negotiations
intended to lead eventually to a ban on the development and use of chemical
weapons. To complement these efforts, negotiations of fundamental importance on
the reduction of conventional forces and armaments in Europe have opened in Vienna.

These are, indeed, reassuring developments, but they have not changed the
sombre realities facing us all. The world is still threatened by massive nuclear
arsenals, and as the Secretary-General states in his report on the work of the
Organization,

“It is apparent that, even when all their proposed reductions are achieved,

the members of the two military alliances will still have far more weapons

than all others together.” (A/44/1, p. 13)

There can therefore be no room for complacency. Indeed, it is more urgent than

ever before that this Committee redouble its efforts and take advantage of the

present propitious climate to ensure that the conclusions from its deliberations
gives further impetus to bilateral and multilateral negotiations in the

arms-control process.

The nuclear-test-ban issue remains a major disarmament auestion. |t is
therefore a matter of deep regret that tne Geneva Conference on Disarmament
continues to come up against differences in positions on and approaches to

long-standing agenda i terns, such as those on a comprehensive test-ban treat? ,
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nuolrar tort rxplaionr, and others relating to the nuclear-arms race and nuclear

disarmament.

Ghana continues to attach great importance to the early conclusion of a
comprehensive test ban trwty, which is the most praotioal way of halting gng
de-escalating the nuclear-arms race, since testing is essential to the further
development of nuolrar aems. In our viw, a test ban, if it is to be effective,
must be comprehensive and rhould ocover all environments and systems, inoluding
so-called peace”®ul nuolrar explosions. The continuing waves Oof weapon testing by
the nuclear-weapon Sta tes -~ the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
estimates that there ware 40 nuolear explosions in 1988 - seriously belie all
claims that therw is sincere commitment to general and complete disarmament.

As this dolegation has often said, we see a comprehensive test ban as the
litmus test or national commitment to disarmament. In our view, the current
bilateral initiatives of the two major nuclear-weapon States do not preclude the
modernisgation of their weapon systems and therefore cannot contribute to cessation
of the qualitative development of nuolear weapons. It is our view also that the
two nuclear Powers, which together possess enormous nuclear arsenals, ehould do all
in their power to reach agreement ag soon as poerible on a moratorium, to be

followed by substantive negotiations on a comprehensive test ban.
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In this connection we are happy to note the Soviet Union's readiness, as

stated by the Soviet delegation on Tuesday, 17 October, "to re-establish, at any

time, a mora tor ium on all nuclear tests" (A/C.1/44/PV. 4, p. 72) . . AlS0 aXpress

our disappointment at the suspension of its 1985 unilateral moratorium. The joint
verification experiments undertaken by scie;tista from both countries have proved
that compiiance with a moratorium and a permanent cessation of nuclear tests can be
verified. Verification is therefore no longer an issua, We again urge the two
super-Powers tO initiate appropriate action to end all nuclear tarts.

Ghana welcomes the proposed international conference that would convert the
1963 partial test-ban Treaty into A comprehensive teat-ban treaty. Far feom being
a misguided attempt, as some have unfortunately termed it, the proposal by 40 or
more Member States represents a considered and well-meaning attempt to convert the
partial test-ban Treaty into a comprehensive measuce that will advance the
disarmament process. The Ghana delegation stands ready to work with 1ike-minded
delegations on the in: tial preparation6 for convening the conference. Weagain
appeal to the Depositary States that are opposing the amendment initiative to

demonstrate their Sincere wish for general and complete disarmament py supporting

this laudable ini tia tive.

It {8 our view that the issue of conventional, disarmament and the
international transfer of arms should receive no less attention in thin debate.
The ongo ing Vienna talks on the reduction of conventional weapons provide useful
leasons for a global reduction of conventional weapons to the |evels neceasary for
legitimate security requirements. However, we would observe that ainee the

acquisition and use at such weapons usually follow upon conflicts, efforts must be
intensified to eliminate regional tensions before they escalate into major

conflicts.
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Acma transfer has become a disturhing phenomenon that muat pe addressed.
Ghana supported Genaral Assembly resolution 43/75 | ot 7 December 1988 relating to
arms transfer because Of its generzl objective of eliminating conventional
weapons., |t is our view, however, that a realiatic approach to the problem lies
more in the resolution of conflicts. In this regard much depends on the extent to
which Stake adnere to certain principles of non-interference in the internal
affairs of othere, of the neaceful settlement of disputes and of the promotion of

friendly relations at the international level. Openincitement to the violent

overthrow of legi tima tely established gqovernmantn or tO the physical elimination ©f

appointed |eaders, or open aggression against smaller States, ara not only contrary
to the norms of international law but also create a sense of insecurity that my .
in turn, Lead to the acauisition of arms to meet defence requirements.

The peclara tfon on chemical weapons adopted at the conclusion of the Par ia
Conference and the United States-USSR statements on the same suhject at the current
sesaion of the General Assembly provide useful impetus for speeding up onaoing
negatiations on a chemical-weapons Convention. The report on the work of the
Conference on Disarmament shows that qood proqress has been made but that
differences still exist on some key issues. We welcome the recent simulated
inspection of chemlcal plants held to test procedures for verifying compliance with
some gspects of that treaty when it finally comes into force.

Among the ma jor concerns, however, now that we are entering the final staqes,
is that the convention be universal and comprehensive. [t is our wish that all
States adhere to it. In that connection the concerns expressed on the eve of the
recent conference held at Canberra have clearly demonstrated the absolute urgency
of seek ing the views of all Member States on the Jraft convention. Universality

requires that all parties must cease the production and stockpiling of such
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weapona, including the termination of all programmes of modernization of existing

stocks. Anything shor* of that would spell doom for what could be a major

accomplishment in arma control and disarmament .

Ghana snares the universal abhorrence at the development and use of chemical
weapons, That abhorrence underlies Ghana's accession to the 1925 Geneva Protocol.
We also continue to favour a global treaty that will han the production, possession
and use of chemical weapons and, above all, clone all existing loopholes in the
192 5 Genava Protocol,

The CGovernment nf Ghana is committed to the peaceful use of outer space and is
thare fore opposad to the exteasion of any military Competition or activity into
ou ter space. Ghana's stand has always been consistent w { th United Nations
resolu tions that have affirmed that outer space, including the Moon and other
Celestial bodies, is the common her i tage of mank ind and mus t tnus be preserved
exclusively for peaceful purposes in the intereat Of all nations and peoples. In
v iew of ongo ing developments in space weaponry, Ghana again urges the First
Committee to call for far-reaching measures that would halt the development of
space weapons, including anti-satellite weapons, and would put in place a workable
and effective verification system to ensure a ban on space weapons.

Ghana has consistently suppor ted the Concept of nuclear-free zones. We do so
because such zones have the po tan tial for s tr engthen inq nuclear non=-proli f ern tion.
1t is therefore a matter of deep regrat that Africa’s desire to remain nuclear-free
continues to he thwarted by the racist réqime of South Africa. The con tinued
nuclear activities of that régime and its allies on the African continent,
including the testing of nuclear arms, seriously prejudice this wish on the part of
Africa. Moreover, efforts by Afr icans and their non-al igned colleagues to expel

the representatives of the apartheid rdgime ivom member ship in the Interna tional




RM/13 A/C.1/44/PV.17
54-55

(Mr. Gheho, Ghana)

Atomic Energy Agency continues to be undermined by friends Of the racist réqgime,
supported, regrettably, by other countr ies.

We would like to hope that those countries would at least prevail upon the
racist régime to accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.
we also call upon all countries that have not yet ,done so to accede to that Treaty
as well, Universal accession to the Treaty is vital for the attainment of the goal

of global disarmament |

Several delegations have raised doubts about the effectiveneas of the United

Na tions Disarmament Commission. Those delagations have pointed to the role

asaigned to the Commiasion hy the General Assembly at its first special session
devoted to disarmament and nave questioned its contribution to the disarmament
procesas. We would prefer practical changes that would strengthen the Disarmament
Commission as an affective United Nations deliberative bhody On disarmament rathar

than undecmine that hody 's usefulness.
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It is gratifying to note that two extra mes tings, making a total of six in

all, have been asasigned to consideration of and decision-making on agenda item 70,
which deals with Antarctica. It is a welcome arr angement, which seeks to correct a
past imbalance that, regrettably, has previously marginalized this important item
in compar ison with other i terns on the Committee’s agenda. Thisnew art angement.,
although still falling short of our expectations offers delegation8 the
opportunity of engaging in the fullest discuasion of the agenda item. It is
particularly welcome in view of the growing international attention paid to that
part of tne world and to the emerging problems of the depletion of the ozone layer
and a tmoapher iec warming - or what is called the qreenhouse effect.

We also welcome the proposal to set aside a few mea tings towards the end of
October for an exchange of views on the chemical-weapon negotiations. It is an
innovative and timely proposal which will offer an opportunity for countries such
as mine that are not involved in the negotiations to obtain further information on
the major ou tstanding issues. We also see in the proposal a continuation of the
practical approach to major disarmament issues carried over from the previous
sessions of the Committee. We would 1 ike to hope that the exper ience ya ined in the
discussions will provide a useful format for dealing with other disarmament iasgues
on which progress can be made through informal exehanqges of views.

Finally, the overwhelming majority of resolutions adopted each year by the
General Assembly address the issue of disarmament. That demons tra tea the
continuing concern of the United Nations for arms control and disarmament, Wi th
the welcome development in the international political climate, the qgoals of arms
control and disarmament, which hut a few years ago eeemed a diastant dream, have
begun to take concrete shape. If the Uni ted Na tions objectives are to be attaineqd,

however, tangible proqreee muet be made in all aspects of disarmament. This
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implies greater commitment and flexibility on the part of all, particularly the
nuclear-weapon Sta tes. The var ious, differ inq views that have been expressed in
this debate are eloquent teatimony to the daunting tasks before the Committee. It
is the hope of the Ghana deleqgation that the Committee will rise to the challenges
of thia crucial hour and resolve to put forward constructive proposal8 that w i1l
make our planet a safer place to live.

PROGRAMME OF WORK

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish) 1 As | announced during the

informal coneulta tions on 2 October and at the organiza tional meeting of the First
Committee held on 13 October, it is my intention to hold an informal meeting of the
First Committee devoted to providing information or views on the issue of chemical

weapons. As | have said, this meeting will be held exclusively for information

purposes. It is now scheduled for Wednesday, 25 October, at 3 p.m.

The meeting rose at 12.15 p.m,




