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In the absence of the Chairman, Mr. Fahmv  (Egypt), Vice-Chairman, took the

Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 4. 30 p.m.

AQWDA  ITPI 6 7

IMPLPiENTATIONOF  W DECLARATIONOF  THE INDIAN  OCEAN PB A ZONE OF PEA03

The CHAIRMANI  The Committee will now proceed to take a decision  On the

draft resolution under agenda item 67, � Implementat ion of  the  Declara t ion of  the

Indian Ccean as a Zone of Peace�, t h a t  i s ,  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.l/44/L.  33/Rev-1.

I call on the Secretary of the Committee for an announcement.

Mr. KHERADI  (Secretary of the First Committee) 8 I  would l ike  to  inform

the Conunittee that Bulgaria and the Germno  Democratic Republic have become

co-sponsors  of  draf t  resolut ion A/C.l/44/L,  33/Rev.l*

The  CHAIRMANr  Before  the  Commit tee  proceeds  to  take  a  decis ion on draf t

resolution  A/C,1/44/L.  33/Rev. 1, I  shal l  ca l l  on  thoee delegat ions  wishing to  make

st.atements  o t h e r  t h a n  i n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  v o t e  b e f o r e  t h e  v o t i n g .

Mr.  PERERA (Sri  Lanka)  # As you are  aware,  Sr i  Lanka was the ini t ia tor  Of

the  proposal  to  es tabl ish  a  zone of  peace  in  the  Indian Ocean region. Since  the

establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee in 1973, Sri Lanka has had the honour o f

chairinq  the Committee , chairing the working qroup established by the Ad Hoc

Committee, and also f unctioninq as co-ordinator of the non-aligned members of the

Ad Hoc Committee. This proposal is a very important disarmament measure, in which

Sri  Lanka has  played a  pivotal  role .

The Movement of Non-Aliqned  Countries as a whole haa qiven full  support to the

proposal  for  the  es tabl ishment  of  a  zone of peace in  the  Indian Ocean,  as  s ta ted in

the declarations of the various summit conferences of the Heads of State or

Wvernment  of non-aligned  countries and a t  minis ter ia l  meet ings .
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By reaolution 34/80 B, the General Asaembly decided that a conference should

be convened in Colombo in 1981. Thia has been postponed on several occasions, with

the  resul t  tha t  resolu t ion  43/79  mandated  the  holding of  the  Conference  in  Colombo

in 1990. The Government of Sri Lanka, at the request of the AA Hoc Committee,

consequently canfirmed that the Conference could be held in Colombo from 2 to

13 July 1990.

During the  meet ings  of  the Preparatory Conrmittee,  Sri  Lanka act ively

p a r t i c i p a t e d , along with all  the Member States, i n  e f f o r t s  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  conseneu8

reeolution. Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  t he se  e f fo r t s  p roved  fu t i l e  and  t he re  was no  d ra f t

rerolution recommended by the Ad Hoc Committee to the General Aesembly . During the

per iod  since then  and  unt i l  the  Firat Commit tee  was apprised of  th ie  fact ,  my

delegat ion spared no effor t  in  a t tempt ing to  achieve consensus  on var ious  propocrala

by the various Member Statee.

As draft resolution A/C. 1/44/L. 33, submitted on behalf of the Non-Aligned

States ,  d id  not  appear  to  be  acceptable  to  cer ta in  Sta tes  members  of the  Group of

Western European and other States, the  non-a l igned group,  wi th  much re luctance ,

abandoned the proposal to hold the Conference in Colombo next year, purely in order

to arrive at a conseneus. In  sp i t e  o f  t h i e  conces s ion ,  c e r t a i n  Wes t e rn  S t a t e s

ineisted  that the sess iona of the pd Hoc  Committee ehould  he reduced in number and

durat ion. I t  distresses  m e  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a  d i m i n u t i o n  i n  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  eessiona

can only minimize  the amount of work done in the Ad Hoc Commit tee, and that these

self -same States  which auggeet  minimizinq  the  sess ions  mainta in  that  they cannot

attend the Conference aa not enough preparatory work has been done.

At  this s t age ,  i t  in n o t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  my d e l e g a t i o n  t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s

of the var iota interpretations given by the various members of the Ad Hoc Committee

of the working of the Committee and of the progress  of work on procedural and
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substant ive  aspect8  of  the preparatory work. Nor la i t  my in tent ion to  engage in

debate on the merite  and demerits of establishing  a zone of peace in the Indian

Ocean region, I am constrained, however, to comment on the view that has been

expressed that, in the climate of  super-Pcrwer  d6tente,  the Indian Ocean zone of

peace ha8 become an anachronism. The view of my delegation 18 that disarmament i8

a aim, ted ious  process requir ing  much pat ience I and in this context i t  seems

rather s t range that  the  spirit of cooperation  between the  super-Powers  does  not

seem to  have extended in to  the  Indian  Ocean region.

The non-aligned group considers that the Meeting of the Littoral and

Hinterland State8 of the Indian Ocean in 1979 established two fundamental elements

which are a sine qua non of the propcsal. These are  the  impact  of  extraregional

Powers  on the countries of the region and the region  a8 a whole and, secondly,

i n t r a r eg iona l  cons ide r a t i ons . These  considera t ions  have been ident i f ied  and are

the  pr inc ipal  e lements  conta ined in  the  repor t  of  the  Meet ing  of  the Lit tora l  and

Hinter land Sta tes  in  July  1979. Theee two e lements  are  equal ly  important  - I

should say vi ta l ly  important - i n  establishing t h e  I n d i a n  Clcean  a s  a  z o n e  o f  Fsace.

In  an effor t  to  reach consensus ,  the  non-al igned group agreed to  consider  a

Proposal which emerged at a joint meeting of the non-aligned group and the Group of

Western European and other States. Unfor tuna t e ly ,  i t  was  on ly  a t  t ha t  mee t ing  t ha t

the  non-al igned Sta tes  were informed that  those  proposals  were  not  acceptable  to  a

few States members of the Group of Western European and other States.

These  prot rac ted  negot ia t ions , wh ich  un fo r tuna t e ly  have  f a i l ed ,  a r e  a d i r e c t

result of the violation of the consensus ruler certain Member States have not

agreed to  a t tend a  conference, in violation of the decision of the General Assembly

contained in resolution 43/79,  which was adopted by consensus. The proposal

contained in the present draft is to conclude the preparatory work so that a



EF/4 A/C. l/4 4/PV. 53
5

(Mr. Perera,  Sri Lanka)

conference could be held in 1991. No effort has been spared to meet the concerns

of  cer ta in  States ,  and even the  concess ions  made by the  non-al igned Sta tes  to  tha t

end have been summer ily re jetted. That  a  vote  ha8 to  be taken is  a s i tua t ion

c rea t ed  by t h e  i n f l e x i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t a k e n  by ce r t a in  S t a t e s ,  and  this t o o

in  the  tee th  of  numerous concess ions  by the  non-a l igned groups

T h i s  ie a ma t t e r  o f  i n t ense  r eg re t  t o  my  de l ega t i on . I  t ake  t h i s  oppo r tun i t y

to thank all the member States, both within the Ad Hoc Committee and outside itr- -

which have spared no pains to help us, although UnBUCCeBSfUlly~ t0 arrive at a

compromise text . I would also thank all the member States for their enthusiastic

and unstinted support in our endeavour8 to establish a zone of peace in the Indian

Ocean.

The CHAIRMANt I  c a l l  on  t he  r ep re sen t a t i ve  o f  Yugos l av i a  t o  i n t roduce

draft resolution A/C. 1/44/L. 33/Kev.  1.

Mr. KX�EVSKI  (Yugoslavia) t My delegation Wishes-  to make this statement

on behalf  of  the  group of  non-al igned countr ies .

Since  the submission  of  draf t  resolut ion A,�C.l/44/L.  33 under  agenda i tem 67,

on the  implementa t ion of  the  Declara t ion of  the  Indian Ocean as a Zone of  Peace,

the group of  non-a l igned countr ies  has  engaged in  consul ta t ions  wi th  the  Group o f

Western European and other States, the Eastern European Group and other States with

a  v i ew  to  r each ing  consensu8  on  a  d ra f t  t ex t , As  you  a re  aware ,  t he  th rus t  o f  t he

draf t  resolu t ion  i s  the  proposal  to  convene the  Conference  in  Colombo in  1999,  a8

dec ided  by the  General  Assembly in  i t s  resolut ion 43/79.
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The non-al igned countr ies  a t tach great  impor tance  to those  proposals ,  as  they

are  aonsidered  t o  constitute t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  i n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e

Delcaration  of  the  Indian Ocean aff a  Zone of  Peace,  adopted in  1971. From the

non-aligned point of view ,  t h e  ocnvening  o f  t he  con fe r ence  i s  t o  g ive  fu r the r

directiar  to  the  process  of  implement ing the  Declara t ion.  By the  terms cf

resolution A/C.l/44/L.  33, the conference would have been structured in Several

8 tage8. The  proposed 1990 conference at Colombo would have been the first  Staget

at which a final document containing the propose\l  mdalities,  machinery and

programme of  act ion for  the  fur therance of  the  object ives  of  the  zone of  Peace

would have been adopted. The conference  was  a lso  to  expected  to  adopt  modal i t ies

and a programme of action embodying practical measures for the maintenance o f  the

Indian Ocean as  a  zone of  peace in  order  to  finalize  an in ternat ional  agreement

with binding arr anqements.

However ,  dutinq consul tationa with the Group of Western European and Other

S t a t e s , the non-aligned countries gathered that so~ne  of the members of that Group

were not prepared to accept a conference  with a mandate embodying those elements.

Therefore , the  non-al igned group offered to  consider  cer ta in  amendments  to

paragraph8 5, 6  and  7  o f  d r a f t  r e so lu t i on  A/.1/44/L,  3 3 .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e

non-aligned group was informed that even with those amendments son8 Member State8

could  not  agree  to  the  hold ing of  the  conference  in  Colombo in  1990,  and the

suggestion was made that the conference be postponed. Al though i t  was  not  the

desire of the non-aligned countries to postpone the conference as suggested, with a

view to securing the co-operation of all  members the non-aligned countries were

virtually forced to agree to a postponement of the Colombo conference.
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Consequent upon their reluctant agreement to postpone the conference, the

non-al igned countr ies  submit ted  a  fur ther  draf t  resolut ion ,  conta ined in  document

A/C. 1/44/L. 33/Rev.  1. That  draf t  resolut ion is  a imed baSiCally  at  ensur ing the

Continuance of the Ad Hoc Committee and determining a  t ime f r a m e  f o r  the holding of

the Colombo conference. In order to  secure  consensus ,  the  non-a l igned coUnttie

decided tha t  the  beat  course of  act ion  would  be  to  re turn  to  the consensus  decla im

of the  General  Assembly a8  conta ined in  resolu t ion  43/79 of  1988 in  formulat ing the

p roposa l a  i n  t h i s  r ega rd . Acco rd ing ly ,  d r a f t  r e so lu t i on  A / C ,  1/44/L.  33Aev.l

sugge8ts  t he  ho ld ing  o f  two  p repa ra to ry  s e s s ion8  du r ing  t he  f i r s t  ha l f  o f  199% t h e

f i rs t  wi th  a  durat ion of  one week and the  second wi th  a  durat ion of  two weeks .  The

draf t  text  also proposes  the  convening of  the  conference  in  Colombo in  1991 in

consul ta t ion  wi th  the  hos t  co  Intry.

During consultations with the Western Group, the group of non-aligned

countries were made to understand that mm members of the Western Group had

d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  t h o s e  t w o  p r o p o s a l s ,  and with  the  e ighth  preambular  paragraph md

paragraph 3 of draft reeolu tion A/C,  1/44/L, 33/Rev.  1. It wmi the firm understanding

of the group of non-aligned countries that the other States Members would not have

any  d i f f i cu l ty  w i th  t he  p roposa l s , UJ they were  based on consensus  d8CiBiOn8

contained in resolution 43/79  of 1988, 30 which all State8 Member8 were party.

The  group of non-al igned countr ies  a t tache8 great  impor tance  to  the  e lement8

conta ined  in  the  e ighth  preambular  paragraph and paragraph 3. It 18 t h e  f i r m

underatand!ng  of  t h e  n o n - a l i g n e d  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  t h e  cL,ltinued  mi l i t a ry  pre8enCe of

the  great  Pwera in  the  Indian Ocean area ,  conceived in  the  context  of the i r

con f ron t a t i on ,  g ive s  u rgency  t o  t he  need  t o  t ake  p r ac t i c a l  s t ep s  for t h e  early

achievement  of  the  object ivea  of the  Declara t ion. The non-a l igned count r ies

c o n s i d e r  t h a t  e l e m e n t  as t he  genes i s  o f  t he  Dec l a r a t i on  of  t he  Ind i an  &ear. as  a
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Zone of Peace and therefore of fundamental value. Further, the convening of ths

conference on the Indian tiean at Colombo is also considered an important step in

the implementation of the Declaration.

Drawing on the past experience of the workings of the Ad Hoc Connnittee, the

non-aligned group was of the view that for any meaningful conduct of its work

sessions of up to three weeks were necessary. Specifiying  the date for the holding

of the conference is equally important. as the conference itself is an integral

Fart Of the implementation of the Declaration on the Indian Ocean. The suggestion

of the non-aligned countries to base the present proposals on the General

Assembly’s consensus resolution of 1988 was made to facilitate reaching consensus

this year. It was the firm belief of the non-aligned countries that those

droposals would be acceptable to all Member States, particularly those that had

difficulties with convening the Colombo conference in 1990. In anticipation of

Consensus, and to facilitate reaching it, the non-aligned countries made a very

large concession in agreeing to postpone the Colombo conference beyond 1990.

Unfortunately, even that did not achieve the anticipated result.

The non-aligned countries made every possible effort to reach consensus8  and

offered to consider any constructive suggestions that would keep their initiative

and the proposal to hold the conference alive. They exhausted all possible means

to gain consensus on a draft resolution this year. The non-aligned group went to

the extent  of agreeirrg  to postpone the conference, at the behest of certain States

Members that were parties to a consensus decision to hold the conference in Colon&o

in 1990. Even at this stage it is the hope of the non-aligned countries that the

States Members that had difficulties with the proposal contained in draft

resolution A/C..1/44/L.  33/Rev.l  will join the consensus in the greater interest Of

keeping the concept alive.
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On the one hand, cer ta in  Sta tes  take  the  posi t ion that  the  work of  the  Ad Hoc

bnmittee sharld be suspended and that ita Chairman should undertake consultations

i n  order  t o  reach ag reemen t  on  subs t an t i ve  i s sue s .  On t he  o the r ,  t hose  s e l f - eame

State8 suggest tha t  they cannot  agres to the  holding of  a  oonference  as  the

preparatory work of the Ad Hoc Committee is incanplete. I n  t ha t  con t ex t  P t h e

n o n - a l i g n e d  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  c e r t a i n  S t a t e s  & n o t  h a v e  t h e

p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  to t ake  t he  neces sa ry  s t eps  to  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  a n d  are

hinder ing the  process .

SOW Members argue that in view of the recent developments on the

internat ional  scene reference  to  great-Fewer r ivalry  has  become redundant  and

therefore  that  any reference to  great-Pawet  confronta t ion ,  conceived in  tha t

c o n t e x t ,  i s  n o t  r e l e v a n t . The non-aligned group is happy at and encouraged by the

developments  on  the  in ternat ional  scene . However, those developments have not been

ref lected in  the  Indian Ocean region. F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  t h e  f i r m  b e l i e f  o f  t h e

non-al igned countr ies  that  the  Declara t ion of  the  Indian Ocean as  a  Zone of  Peace

and i t s  implementa t ion  remin relevant .

While commenting on the draft resolution, le t  me also place  on  record  the

continued commitment of the non-aligned countries to the elements contained in

document AK. 1/44/L. 33. The  position  of  the  non-a l igned countr ies  on  the

substant ive  work of the  f i rs t  s tage  of  the  Uni ted Nat ions  conference on the  Indian

Ocean to be held at  Colombo is summarized  in paragraph 6 of that document.

As ment ioned ear l ier ,  the  draf t  resolut ion now under  considera t ion is  seeking

only the endorsement of the General Assembly for continuing the machinery that has

been working on th is  important  in i t ia t ive  for  near ly  two decades. With the

new-born co-operation between the two super-&were the pro&s of disarmament has

been given momentum and strength. This  new rappor t  should  encourage ra ther  than
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hinder the implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of

Peace. We are thus at a stage when any initiative aimed, at international peace and

security should be jealously guarded.

All of us are aware that disarmament is a very complex subject. It is

time-onsuming and needs patience. Until the international community is able to

create an atmosphere conducive to the realization of the objectives and various

initiatives aimed at establishing peace and tranquillity  we have to work patiently

on them. But for no reason should we work towards the abandonment or destruction

of such proposals.

It is in that spirit that on behalf of the non-aligned countries my delegation

appeals to every Member State to vote in favour of draft resolution

WC. 1/44/L. 33/Rev.  1 (I

Mr. KRASULIW  (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian) : I wish at the outset to say that the Soviet delegation fully and

completely supports draft resolution A/C. 1/44/L. 33/Rev.l. In that connection, my

delegation would like to express its gratitude to the sponsors for the flexibility

they have shown  and for their desire to take account of the interests of all

parties.

&Never,  we note with regret that because of the unconstructive POSitiOn of

just a few States our Committee, for the first time in recent years8 is forced to

vote in taking a decision on the Indian Ocean.
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My delegation considers the proposal of the non-aligned countries contained in

draft resolution A/C.1/44/L.33/Rev.l  to be an invitation to an all-encompassing

constructive discussion of the problems of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace=

Like the majority of the States that are members of the Ad Hoc Committee on the

Indian Ocean, we note with satisfaction that, this year, a significant amount of

work was accomplished, including discussion of substantive questions related to the

implementation of its mandate for preparing for the Colombo Conference.

Today, however, we have once again, unfortunately, to postpone the convening

of this important meeting. But this decision can also be seen as an attempt to

find a compromise and as a desire to take into account the interests of all

countries.

It is our hope that the new deadline for convening the Conference will make it

possible for the Ad Iioc Committee to solve the specific and multifaceted aspects of

the substantive questions and to succeed in finding a way .to balance the interests

of all groups of member States represented in the Committee. The solution of the

Problem of the Indian Ocean - as experience has shown  in the solution of

complicated international situations - can be achieved only through political means.

The USSR in devoting much attention to the problem of establishing the Indian

Ocean as a zone of peace, and actively and consistently advocates the early

achievement of the goals of the Declaration  of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace,

which was adopted by the General Assembly in 1971.

The policy of the Soviet Union with a vie<8  to ensuring security in that region

depends on specific measures to reduce tension and increase confidence. As i s

known,  the restructuring of the Soviet Union's military policy towards sufficiency

defence hasI in practical terms, already, received a good response in the East &

West and especially in the Asian region , including the Indian Ocean. While
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a d v o c a t i n g  e q u a l  sscurity  f o r  a l l  w i t h w t  exaeption, w e  a r e  n o n e  t h e  l e s s  a l s o

def in i te ly  opposed to  having the Indian Clean rsqion  beaorrm the  ba t t leground for

anybody �8 hegemony. These  cons idera t ions  wi l l  guide  the  Sovie t  Union in

considering this question, both in the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Qean and in

other international bodice.

The CHAIRMAN,  I naw call on those delegations wishing to explain their

vote before the voting. I should like to remind delegations that sponeors  of draft

resolu t ions  msy not: expla in  the i r  vote ,  e i ther  before  or  af ter  the voting.

Mr. SNOOK (United States of America) / We have found i t  neaessary to Mte

against this draft resolution for a number of rsasona,

Firs t ,  i t  cont inues  to  be based on the obsole te  not ion  of great-Fewer

Confrontation in this aqe of increased great-Pcrwer  co-operation in helping diffure

confl icts.

Secondly, it  calls for continuation of the work of the Ad Iioo Committee

WI tbout any comnron  conception of what the Committee is to sccanplish. At the

Committee�s summer session, the non-aligned members expressed the view that the

work of the Ad Hoc Commi ttes was subetan t ially  ccmple ted.

A number of Western delegations, includinq  my own, noted that we would not

attend a conference where there was no prior agreement on an aqenda. Our

deleqations also suqgested that a more productive way of overcoming differences

would be to continue deliberations through coneultatione under the Chairman�s

au tho r i t y , That proposal was preaanted as an honest effort to find some new means

to end the long deadlock over this issue. When i t  was re jec ted ,  Western

delegat ions  presented three  separa te  proposals  deaiqnad to  f ind a  COmprOmibe  in

which the in teres ts  of  a l l  s ides  would  be protec ted . I  regret  that  each of those

comptomises  was  r e j ec t ed .
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Moreover, the United States believer that there ie no point in OontinuallY

oalling for, and Betting  a date for, a oonferenoe that no one expeotr to be held

and that everyon@ rlticipatee  will be put off yet another year when the imue ia

next dieouaraJ,

It ir time for thore who have been preeeing  the irrue of the Indian Qean tono

of peaae to  addrerrrr the  real  problem8  of their  region and not to  invoke an obsolet*

OonOept  tha t  oonvenient ly  crate the blame for  those probleme on outsiderr. The

mili tary prarrnae of the United  fitatcrr in  the  Indian Ocean ir not  the  aaurr Of*

those problema. T h e  U n i t e d  State8 haa aon r t rua t i ve  r e l a t i on rh ip r  w i th  t h r

overwhelming majority of the States in the region and deairm to aontinue  and

e x p a n d  t h o r e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e . The  Uni ted  Stater  wil l  not,  howovor,

arroaiatr itrelf with the type of oonferenae  provided for in the draft resolution

or with the  preparatory work for  i t . We bel ieve  tha t  the  oonr iderable  monies  to  be

expended f o r  the Conference could be rmah better @pent  in meeting the human n-da

Of  the  peoples  of  t h e  reqion. I t  alrro goes w i t h o u t  maying  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  Stater

will not consider iteelf bound by any declarations or daoieione  ooming from rush a

aonference.

Finally, we note that much hae been said in the Committee about ahanger  taking

place  in  the  wor ld . There haa been a noticeable trend away f r o m  aonfrontation

toward6 c o - o p e r a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  solution  of  p r o b l e m s ,  T h i s  dra f t

reeolution,  r e g r e t t a b l y ,  d o s e  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h a t  spirit o f  cooperation. Inntend,  i t

ie frozen in  t ime. It make8 no allowance for the effort6 of many gtater,  including

my ownr  to make thia a more peaceful world for ourlrelvea  and for our children.
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Mr. WM (Uni ted  Kingdom) 8 My delegat ion wi l l  vote  agains t  the  draf t

resolution contained in dooument h/C. 1/44/t. 33/Rev.  1.

A conriderable  hietory lies  behind this deaioion. My Government decided to

join the m Committee on the Indian Ocean in 1980 in line with ite eupport for

aone of peace whenever they meet the interests of all partiee  concerned and

r r l e v a n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  agrwimenta. We are painfully aware of the numerous  tensions

and conf l ic ts  to  which var ious  par te  of the  Indian kean region are eubject. An

examinat ion of these problem6  reveals  a  variety of aourcea. 8inae  joininq  t h e

~mnittee  we have consistently eought to aetablieh an agreed baeie from whioh, with

appropr late aseiatance from othere, the  countr ies  of  the  Indian Oaean might work to

promote peace and atability in the region. From the outaet we have made it clear

that we do not believe that the 1971 Declaration  on the Indian 048&n  aa a Zone Of

Peace provides such a basis eince, in  ou r  v i ew ,  lome of  t h e  etepe  t ha t  it

recommends would tend to increase, ra ther  than reduce, inetability  in  the  region*

A case in  poin t  i s  the quest ion of  the  mil i tary  preeence  of the great Pawere

in  the  region, r e f e r r e d  t6 i n  t h e  e i g h t h  premmbular  p a r a g r a p h  o f  t h e  d r a f t

reeolutior~  b e f o r e  ~8. We cannot subscribe to the view that this ie at the root of

the req ion � B problems. Fu r the r , in  the  l ight  of the  dramat ic  developments  in

internatknal  r e l a t i o n s  w i t n e s s e d  i n  r e c e n t  yeara, t h e  very l anguage  of  t h i s

paragraph appear8 autrrr,decl.
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W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  to foaur on thim aapeot la t o  ahirk t h e  r i g o r o u r  analymie o f  t h e

Wion�a real problanr  that will be necerrrary if they are to be addrmred.

For the part five monthm,  we have engaged in exteneive negotiationr  with a

view to reconci l ing the  di f ferencea that  exirt  be tween m&err of the Ad Hoq

comlnittae. WI have dcne all we csl to qelp eetrbli&  a b-18 on whiah we might

continue urrful work in the Committee. We are gra te fu l  bo a l l  oonoarned in  this

procesr. 990 murt regret, however, that it har not been possible to accommodate Our

view&  I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  thir, my d e l e q a t i o n  bar ti announ-  t h a t  wo Q n o t  conrider

that our cont inued  participaticn  in  the  proceer se t  out in  the  draf t  rorolution

would  be  jus t i f ied .

Mr .  STKFANINI (F rame)  ( i n t e rp r e t a t i on  f rom French)  I The Frenrrh

delegaticn wi l l  vote against draft  rero lu t ion  A&1/44/L.  33/Rev.l  for  the following

reaaone.

France har on nmny  occaeione had the opportunity of prarrenting  its position,

both within the Ad Hoc Committee QI the Indian Ocean and i n  !.nformal  c o n r u l t a  tionr

with  the  eponeorr  of the  draf t  resolut ion. France could no accept that a

conf arence rhould be held in Colombo under the auspice8  of tire United Nations  tc

implament  a Dealaration to which many States have not eubecribed  and under

conditions whiah do not enjoy the conaeneum of the nmmbrrr  of the Ad Hoc

Comni  ttee . Moreover,  unl ike  the  eponrore  of  th i r  draft ,  France hold8  the  view that

i t  would be inappropr  la te  to  p lace  the  emphasir,  among  the  a l leged external  cauIe8

of  the  instability  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  rolely on  fo re ign  mi l i t a ry  preaenar  f rom out r ide

the  r e g i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  cauBe8  of  t h e  i n e t a b i l i t y  p r o p e r  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  itrelf aeem to

have been concealed.
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France regrets that its position, one it shares with other Western countries@

was not taken into consideration by the authors of draft resolution

A/C.l/4&%33/Rev.l  and that the sustained efforts by a number of delegations did

not result in a satisfactory compromise.

Under these conditions, France will not take part in a conference held at

Colombo in the absence of a consensus on convening it or on its terms of referencer

and will not consider itself bound by any declaration to which it has not expressly

subscribed. France therefore no longer sees any benefit to be derived from taking

part in the preparatory work for the Conference within the Ad Hoc Committee.

TheCIP4IRMAN: The Committee will now proceed to take a decision ~1 draft

resolution A/C.l/44/L.33/Rev.l,  entitled "Implementation of the Declaration of the

Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace". The draft resolution was introduced this

afternoon by the representative of Yugoslavia on behalf of the States Members of

the United Nations which are n-embers  of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries; in

addition, it is co-sponsored by Bulgaria and the German Democratic Republic. A

statement by the Secretary of the Committee concerning the programme budget

implications of this draft resolution has nclw been prepared, and I call on him to

read it to you.

Mr. KHERADI  (Secretary of the Cormnittee): In connection with draft

resolution A/C.l/44/L.33/Rev.lr I would like to make the following statement On

behalf of the Secretariat. The draft resolution is entitled "Implementation of the

Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace".

Should the General Assembly adopt the draft resolution, the Secretary-General

would undertake the necessary preparations for the servicing of two session8 of the

Ad Hoc Comnittee  on the Indian Ocean in 1990 in New York for completion of the
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remining preparatory work relating  to the Conference on the Indian Qoean to enable

the convening of the Conference at Colombo in 1991 in consultation with the hoot

country. Ae indiaated  in paragraph 5 of document A/C.l/44/L.  66, section  2A of the

proposed program  budget for the biennium 1990-1991 includea  Provirion f o r  the

work of the Ad Hoc Committee and, consequently , no edification would be required

in the proposed programe of work for 1990-1991 wore the General A8aembly  to rrdopt

the drc:ft  rerolution, and no additional appropt iation  would be required under

aeation 2A of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1990-1991,

Suffioient  t ime hae not  been a l lowed to  es t imate  the  fu l l  aonference  rervioing

Ooetr of the two aeseione of the Ad Hoc Committee referred to in paragraph 7 of

document A/C. 1/44/L. 33/Rev.  1, Aa i n d i c a t e d  in  pa rag raph  29 .5  cf t h e  propoeed

programme budget, however, t h e  l e v e l  of reaourcee f o r  t e m p o r a r y  aerilrtanoe  f o r

meetjnge  i n  199b1991  was ea timated  o n  t h e  baeir o f  previoue  e x p e r i e n o e  to

accomnodate  not  only  meet ings  whiah are programmed,  but  alro addi t ional  meetingr.

In o ther  worde, provis ion  wae made in  the  propored programme budget  not  Only for

meetings knwn  at  the  t ime of  budget  preparat ion,  but  a lso  for  meeting6  tha t  would

be authorized eubeequently, provided that the number and dietribu tion  of meetinlls

and conferences in the biennium 1990-1991 ie coneiatent  with the pattern of

meetinga  i n  past yeare. On t h a t  basis, i t  ie 68 tirnated t h a t  n o  a d d i t i o n a l

resources  would be required under section  29 of the proposed programme budget for

the  b iennium 1990-1991  aa a reeult  of the  adapt ion  of draf t  resolut ion

A/C. 1/44/L.  33/Rev.  1.

_The CHAlRMANr  A  r e c o r d e d  v o t e  h a s  b e e n  r e q u e a t e d  o n  d r a f t  x e e o l u t i o n

A/C. 1/44/L. 33/Rev.  1.
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In favour, Afghanistan,  Albania,  Algeria ,  Angola,  Argentina,  Austral ia,
Auetr ia, Bahamaa,  Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin,  Bhutan,
Bolivia, Botawant,  Brazil,  Brunei Darussalamr Bulgaria, Burkina
F-o, Burundi,  Byeloruesian  S o v i e t  8oaialist %publia,  mIWJon@
C h i l e ,  C h i n a ,  alombia,  C o n g o ,  C o s t a  Riaa, C&e d�Ivoire,  Cubar
Cyprus, Caeohoelovak ia, DemDcra tic Yemen, Eouador t Egypt I
E t h i o p i a ,  F i n l a n d ,  Qabon, Qambia,  German Demcmratia  Republio,
t3hana, G u a t e m a l a ,  ain-, Qlyana,  Haiti, Hungary,  India,
Indoneeia,  I r a n  ( I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  o f ) ,  Iraq, I r e l a n d ,  Jamaicrar
Jo rdan ,  Uenya, Kuwait, ho People�s Democratio Ebpubliat Lewthoe
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagasoar,  Malawi, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Malta, Mauritius, Mbxioo,  Mofwolb:  Moromol
Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan,  Panama, Paraguay,  Peru, Phi l ippines ,  Poland, Starr
Romania, Rwanda, Baint  Luaia, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Singapore, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinam SwasUndt
Sweden,  Syrian Arab Republ ic , Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet  Socialiet  Republia,  Union  of Sovie t  80Oialist
Republica,  United  Arab Emirates , United Republia  of Tanzania,
Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoelavirr,  Zaire, Zambia)
Zimbabwe

Againstir France , Japan, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland,  United  States  of America

Abataininqr Belgium, Canada , Denmark, Qermany, Federal Republic of I Greece’
I ce l and ,  Ierael, I t a ly ,  Luxembourg ,  Ne the r l ands ,  Norway,
Portugal ,  Spain,  Turkey

Draf t  resolut ion A/.1/44/L. 33/Rev,l  was  adopted bv 112 votes  to 4, wi th  14
abs ten tione.
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The CHAIRMAN, I shall naJ call QI those representativea &a wish to

exp l a in  t he i r  vo t e s .

Mr. KAWAKAMI  ( Japan)  I I should l ike  to  expla in  my delegat ion�s  vote  on

the  reso lu t ion  QI the  implementa t ion  of the  Declara t ion o f  the  Indian Ocean as a

Zone of Pease  contained in document A/C, 1/44/L. 3 3/Rev.  1.

Japan joined the Ad &IQ bmmittee  when it  wae established in 1973.Since

t h e n ,  i t  h a s  hem uontributing t o  t h e  w o r k  of  t h e  Conunittee,  s ea rch ing  fo r  a

oonsensus  on t h e  i s s u e  o f  the  Ind ian  Oaran as  a  sane of  peace, While the

tivernmrnt of Japan eupports in principle the convening  of the bnferenm  on the

Indian Ooean,  it is f i rmly of the view that  there should  be  a  pr ior  haramisatim

of view8 among the  amntries  concerned,  par t icular ly  on the  basic substantive

irsuer. Thus, it is deeply dis turbd by the move to convene the Conf erenae next

year without having gained a harmonization of views.
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Japan is concerned also about the work of  the Ad Hoc Committee. We very nuch

regret that a proposal put forward by aome of the Western members of the Ad Hoc

Committee wae rejected without aerioua consideration of ita constructive  aims.

We appreciate  the  vigorous effor ts  made by va:ious delegat ions  to  reach a

conaen$us a n  this y e a r � s  d r a f t  r e e o l u t i o n . Regret tably,  however ,  thO8e  efforts

have not  borne  f ru i t  and the  draf t  resolut ion cannot  be  considered as  an  a t tempt  to

b reach  t he  d i f f e r ences  i n  viewa o r  t o  r e s o l v e  problems. Japan therefore  had no

c h o i c e  b u t  t o  v o t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n .

Mr.  ALPMAN (Turkey)  J  My delegat ion abeta ined in  the  vote  on draf t

resolut ion  A/C,  1 /44/L.  33IRev.1,  ent i t led  � Implementat ion of  the  Declara t ion of  the

Indian Ocean ae a Zone of Peace”, which the Committee haa just adopted=

We regret that we were unable to vote in favour of the draft reaolution

al though we agree with its broader objet tives and hlrve t r a d i t i o n a l l y  j o i n e d  t h e

consensus  w h i c h  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s e l f  a r o u n d  t h e  r;rrespc->ding  r e s o l u t i o n  i n

previous years .

We abstained this year because the members of the Ad %c Committee on the-e

Indian Ocean - which are  the  partiee di rec t ly  concerned - w e r e  unable  to  reach an

agreement  that  would allaw the  adopt ion of  the  draf t  resolut ion by consensue.  We

hope that  the  exis t ing di f ferences  wi l l  be  overcome in  the  fu ture  80 that  we will

be  able  to  re turn  to  the  prac t ice  of adopt ing th is  draf t  resolut ion by consensus .

(SMr.  VIQJEIRAe- pain) ( in terpreta t ion f rom Spanish)  t My delegat ion

a b s t a i n e d  i n  t h e  v o t e  o n  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A / C .  1 / 4 4 / L .  33/Rev.l,  e n t i t l e d

�Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peacenr which

haa just been adopted by the Committee.
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Al though my country is not a member of the Ad Hoc kmmi t tee on the Indian

Ocean we have traditionally supported the consensus on resolutions of this kind.

We do of  course  cont inue  to  suppor t  the  genera l  object ives  of  the  Declara t ion of

the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Pea ye.

Nevertheless, this year it was not possible even for the members of the Ad Hoc

Committee to achieve a broad enough degree of agreement to support the adoption  of

draf t  resolut ion A/C.l/44/L.  33hev.l  wi thout  a vote.  Given the fact  that my

country is not a member  of the pd Hoc Committee, i t  p r e f e r r ed  t o  abs t a in ,  hop ing

that  a  consensus  would  be  res tored  on th is  imyrtant  question  a t  the  next  sess ion

of the General Assembly l

MS. CDURTNEY  ( A u s t r a l i a )  8 Aus t r a l i a  vo ted  in  f avour  of  dra f t  r e so lu t i on

A/C. l /L. 33iRev.1,  which deals with the question of the establishment of a lone Of

peace in the Indian Ocean.

As a  l i t t o r a l  State  of  t he  r eg ion , Australia is f I rmly ooaunitted  to the

achievement of the objectives of the proposal concerning the Indian Ocean as a son0

of peace. I t  i s  f o r  t h i s  r ea son  tha t  Aus t r a l i a  ha s  cons i s t en t ly  suppor ted  the

convening of the Conference in Colombo, which would in our view assist the process

of attaining such a goal. Austra l ia  expresses  i ts  regret that our pos i t ion  on  th is

issue was not shared by all members of the Ad Hoc Committee an the Indian Ocean.

We are particularly concerned that the absence of consensus OR this issue has

resul ted  in  some Sta tes  deciding that  they may no longer  see  value  in  par t ic ipat ing

in  the  preparatory process .

I t  is qu i t e  c l e a r  t ha t  i f  nego t i a t i ons  on  t h i s  i s sue  a r e  t o  be  mean ing fu l  t hey

wi l l  r equ i r e  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  a l l  r e l evan t  S t a t e s  on  t he  ba s i s  o f  conSensua-
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As a country which, along with many others, participated actively in the

extensive efforts to continue to maintain consensus on this issue, Australia has to

express its dissatisfaction with this final outcome. Australia considers that the

negotiating process is marked by a certain inability of States to focus on their

common concerns - rather it highlighted their differences.

We do not understand the argument of those who say, for example, that the

Conference in Colombo is not timely because the preparations have not been

completed, and then call for a re-examination of the viability of the Ad Hoc

Committee  preparatory process.

%uaSly,  we do not understand why States should insist on the inclusion of the

references in a preambular paragraph which, by consensus, were omitted only two

years ego and which, in the light of international developments, are even less

relevant today. We ask: Should the Ad Hoc Committee process be lost for the sake

Of a preambular paragraph? For us this throws question on the possibilities of

meaningful progress on this issue.

In spite of the disappointing outcome on this draft resolution this year?

Australia remains committed to pursuing &venues  to reach agreement on the concept

of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace. We would hope that those countries with

serious differences on these issues would look again at ways to bridge those

differences in order to achieve the goal which we all do seem to share - that is,

the establishment of a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean.
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Mr .  STRPHANOU  (Greece): I should like to explain the position of my

delegation on draft resolution A/C.l/44&33/Rev.l.

Greece abstained because we saw with regret that negotiations on producing a

consensus text had failed. We also believe that the work of the Ad Hoc Committee

could and should continue next year and that participation in the process of

implementation of the Declaration should not be impeded. Our abstention should

therefore not be viewed as withdrawal from the Ad Hoc Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: I now call upon the Secretary of the Committee.

Mr.  RHRRADI  (Secretary of the Committee): I should like to draw the

attention of the members of the Committee to conference room paper A/C.1/44/CRP.lr

dated 28 hovember 1989, which provides a summary of programme budget implications

for the biennium 1990-1991 resulting from draft resolutions or draft decisions

adopted by the First Committee during the forty-fourth session of the General

Assembly. This paper has been submitted in accordance with rule 154 of the rules

Qf Procedure  of the General Assembly. As indicated in the footnote on page 1,

additional information will be issued in an addendum to it, as necessary.



Mr. ENO3  (Cameroon), I  wish first o f  a l l  t o  e x p r e s s  sinaere aondolenaee

at the untimely death of the Presidant of our aieter country, cOmDtO8. Our young

c~untriee need all our citisene  of euch expertiee  and expetir!noe. We aan only hope

that our fraternal peoples will find peace0 security and development in the

di f f icu l t  t imes  ahead .

We wish  dao to eeize this opportunity to pay tribute to the oonttibution  of a

noble Latin American, Ambaeeador  and agent for international aonaordr

Alfonso Garcia Roblee. He has  reminded us  of  the  rea l i ty  that  we muet  exploi t  the

presence of great men while we can. We speak a~ individual8  who have gained a

g reat deal from hie wiedom, and even profited from debate on issues on whioh our

schools of thought have been dissimilar at times. Disagreeing with him has proved

to give a greater reward in knowledge - aometimee more than merely taking leeeonr

f ram his inspirinq  etatements. The vi r tue  of  th ie  great  man liea in  the 6etrenitY

with which he addresses issues as well as responds to views that conflict with

hia. It ia amazinq how hiqhly  he has always rated the oommCm q&o

His life has heten  qiven in public service, not only to hie country but aleo to

the international community. Like many of ua from the developing aountries he had

his  profess ional  educat ion in the  ins t i tu t ions  of higher  learning  away from hi8

country, Mexico. In the process we are schooled in the history and the thinking of

others ,  especia l ly  those who have so far  played an act ive rola  in dic ta t ing  the

course  of history. This  i s  a befittinq  background to  enable  so-cal led  th i rd  wor ld

countr ies  to  unders tand the  wor ld  in  which they l ive . I t  g i v e s  ut3 a  s p e c i a l

advantage because we know the to ta l i ty  of the  wor ld  - the  r ich ,  the  pdOrr the

small , t h e  b i g ,  t h e  great and  t he  no t - so -g rea t . O t h e r s  a r e  t o o  patronizinq  a t

times to care about the ideas we have.

Ambassador Garcia Roblee eymbolizea  the truth that peoples of the

less-developed countries of the world are capable  of making an equal contribution



A/C. 1/44/PV.  53
21

(Mr. Engo, Cameroon)

to global dialogue on any aspect of domestic and international life. He is

outstanding, but there are many in his club whose lives have given living proof of

this.

We thank him for his dedication and his statesmanshipp  which provide light and

inspiration to our younger generations, to which some of us still belong. While

life continues in the human body, we want him to know that he remains a human

reference library, We wish him continued health and contentment in his retirement

from active service.

We wish to thank the Committee for providing this opportunity for us to

express some thoughts about aspects of our work here.

The international community is at a critical phase in the life of an

Organization it established in a decisive step to encourage collectivity in the

management of various facets of the global crisis. This period in the life of the

United Nations calls for profound reflection and a level of stock-taking that

focuses on the adjustment of our individual visions of the’ future to the norms and

principles of its Charter.

If we are truly to save our generation and future generations from the scourge

of war, we must endeavour to remove  from our national policies and international

relations those ambitions and situations which in the past created conditions of

conflict . History does repeat itself, but only when we feed into its process the

same conditions that lead inevitably to an undesirable result.

We are too enlightened a generation to permit disastrous repetition. The fact

that the two super-Powers  are undertaking , in the weekend ahead, to promote mutual

understanding and to seek new avenues for peaceful coexistence in a troubled world

is in itself evidence of our. growing maturity. The success of that effort must

undoubtedly constitute the prayers and highest aspirations of the rest of mankind.
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The mdeavoure  of thin Committee are an important preliminary artep to

identifying  the viewe of Statea large and small on the path we must tread. It i s

our cone i derrd view , howeve  c, that these  evaluat ions  and the  conclueione  we reach

mulet enaaqe  the universal search for a new international order - an order of pmae,

security and development in the politioal,  ecanomia ad social f ielda.

The cent ra l  theme in  tha t  nearch remainr the  moat  etfeative  reaponsa that this

generation muat give to the discord and conflict which aeaseleeraly tealae the human

intellect and mock our collective incapacitiee, especially  in meeting the ahallenge

of buildirq durable fortreseee  of peace.

T h e  times  c a l l  f c r  a  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  r e v i v a l  o f  f a i t h  i n  ouraelvea,  f a i t h  i n  t h e

lofty aapiratione whiah we share  in  declar ing adherence to  the United  Nationa

Charter, and faith in the institution8 we have eetabliahed ae powerful maahinery

for  t he i r  f u l f i lmen t .

We cannot expect to achieve our goals if we permit an undesirable gap to

deepen and widen between a virtual theological declaration of faith and aate of

State8 taken e i ther  in  purpor ted  pursui t  of ,  or  in  cont radic t ion  of,  the poetulatee

of that fai th . I t  i s  equal ly  important  that  we do not  under take  act ions  which are

inconsistent with the drive for confidence-buildinq  among States or which provide

an excuse Car o thers  mischievously  to grab at  incons is tencies .

An occasion like this tends to bait instincts for condemnation and the

appor tionmant of blanm  for the misgivings and failures that continue to haunt OUT

efforts. My d e l e g a t i o n  s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  s u c h  t e m p t a t i o n  must b e  r e s i s t e d  at

a time when the value of negotiated aollrtions  far outweighs the dubious

9ratificotions  o f  con f ron t a t i on  and  un i l a t e r a l  a c t i ons .

Through a fruitful exchange of views, i t  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e

going international atmosphere of dhtente, howeve r  qua l i f i ed  o r  i l l u so ry  i t  may
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seem- It ir more conrtructive  to find new and productive way6 of meeting the

complex challengea of our time.

We live in troubled times, as the current report of the Secretary-Qeneral  on

the work of the Organieaticn reminda UB, That  thought  hae been  expreered almoet

r o u t i n e l y ,  t o  such  an  ex t en t  thaL i t  la now aaeuming  t he  aharacter  of  q clich/.

Thr  problem wi th  clichdr  la that  they have a  tendency to  eubmerge the verities

expreaaed,  most of  w h i c h  r e l a t e  t o  s e r i o u s  matters.

We al l  reem to  approach the  twenty-f i rs t  century aonvinced that we are at the

threshold  of a new era in history, an if the year 2,000 repreeents  a cut-off date

for ohanqe l

History  ie a  continuous  p r o c e s s . T h e  p r e a e n t  was yesterday�8  future  a n d  we

cona t i tute the past of tomorrow. I t  ie o u t  of  events that  l andmark8  in  history  a re

made) events that bring eignif lcant change, for good or for bed.

We who have witnersed  the twentieth century shall be judged by the

contribution we make towards ohanginq the unhappy pattern of things that are?

change induced by our purrui t  of  the  ideals and norma univereal ly  held ,  by the

acope of our unwillinqnoee or willingness and determination courageoumly  to

s u b s c r i b e  t o  a n  e d i c t  of  p r o h i b i t i o n  against a l l  man i f ee t a t i one  of  oonflict  and

bell iqorency .

From that pertapective, there could be no new era unleea we decided to oreate

i t . The  two auper=Powera, for  ins tance, are inducing an epoch-making era in their

mutual  re la t ions  and,  hopeful ly ,  for  mankind as a whole .
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With the current evente around the globe, a new age may well be with us. I t

need not be marked with the festivities and other traditional amnemorationa  of a

new millennium. The year 2000 will probably see the d6nouement  of the dram of

man�s  growing-pains, w i t h  h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  hie l im i t a t i ona . The aonetraint of

bewildering conditions and facts, some  unknown to  previoue  hietowr the  perplexi ty

of new forma of relationships between man and nature in the univeree,  between

peoplee  of diverse  cul tures ,  each seeking digni ty ,  eaoh wi th  a variety of taete&

h o p e s ,  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  frustrationsr those t h i n g s ,  among others ,  will  become

c l e a r e r , impellinq  aerioua r e f l e c t i o n , becauee they  w i l l  be the  factora that

determine the  f r iendly  or unfr iendly nature  of  re la t ions  amarq States in  the

fu tu re , They wi l l  also condi t ion  a l l  approachee to  the  maintenance of

Lnts r national peace, secur  i ty and development.

The ultimate test may well l ie in the extent to which the universal ideala

en.shr ined in  the  Charter of the  Uni ted  Nat ions  are  matched by pol i t ica l  wi l l  on  all

hides t.o r e a l i z e  thoee  i d e a l s . Our fortunes are linked by a chemirtry  that should

inspi re  ao-operation  amarg people8 and among Statee, given the grave imbalanoes  and

sha red  t h r ea t s  t o  ou r  su rv iva l .

Is i t  n o t  r e g r e t t a b l e  the.t, fo r  usr u n i t y  o f  t h o u g h t  a n d  a c t i o n  muet awa i t  t he

horrors  of  war fa re - horrors  to  which  the  pestilence  of natural  dieastere

c o n t r i b u t e ?  W i l l  n o t  h i s t o r i a n a  m o c k  our  blindness  t o  t h e  b e t t e r  a l te rna t ivea  bo

war  ana con f l i c t , mttere  adequate ly  addressed by the  Uni ted Nat ions  Char ter?

Man haa always recognized  the  need  for  a socia l  environment  or  a  oormnunity

with  reasonable  guarantees  of  eafety, peace  and proqrese . T h e  c o l l e c t i v e  eecurity

incorporated into the defence mechanism of euch an environment was much etronger

and more  efeective agains t  dangers  than anything individual  enterpr ise  could
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murtrr. The truth remaina the mame today.  Yet  i t  would appear  that  at  th6

foundation of man�r gramteat dilemma hals ken a deep-rooted renro  of resicrtano6 to

thr adjustments called for by th6 organisation of rush human oomm\nitier.

It would seem that at aritioal moments  8on#  of the rich and merful nation8

crf mdrrn timr6 embraae t h e  cram frlre rrnre o f  wourity a n d  irolatiarirt t h i n k i n g

that prehirtorio  man adopted in r66irting the evolution of soaintier.  The noed for

oonfidenoe-building oontinuea  to be &tong, and 80 alma ie the imperative of

aatively reeking mearurer  tc enhanos  f r i e n d l y  rrlatione. T h e  aomanon  oraving  fo r  a

viable and rtable international oommunity must  have am a central aim to unite the

etrengthr  of  a l l  Stat66 and enoourage  t h e i r  partioipation  i n  thr Qvelopmrnt  of

oone  en8 ue.

Times have ohanged, and ao murt our perception8 of th6 nature of th6 hmak  of

building a new world, a world in whioh  oonditionr  of pm06 and Eeourity lboiaiV6lY

banirh oonfliot  i n  a l l  its menifertationr. Wr mU6t d6lib6rately  lubr ioate th6

mmohinsry of dialOgU6, ccnaertation and aotim to Onhan th6 prO6P6ot6  Of

const ruct ive  approacher to in ternat ional  relationr,  to underrtand  the nature of our

intrrd6pendenor , to oanpr6hend  th6 rraliti6e of our oommon expoclure  to the threat0

attendant upon our timee.

WS must ul90 recondi t ion  the  maOhin6ry for  realizing  our d6clar6d  wiehsa and

(bolelone. That calls for  inepiratiaral  16ad6r8hipt  not  6qot i r t ica l  manoeuvr ing-

For the generation8 that have mrne through this dying century, the dominat

malaise  has b66n  th6ir  rncountrr  wi th  th6 devastation  of wasteful  conflictrr

conf l ic t8  in  t6rme of armed aggreePlion,  economic  injuetias  and racial &privat ion.

Th6re  ia home  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  CriBi o f  int6116otual  organization  revralinq a n

incapacity to work out a ocll6ctive  strat6gy and prioritiee  to meet thr exigenci68

of the  t ime.
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Written history has named very f 6w lead6rs  in its reoords. Powerful men and

States  there have been, but moat could not be aategorised  as 16adsrs  beoaus6  they

were persuaded by ambition  to engage in g6opoli  tias, t6sting various strategies to

expand ju r isdiotion. That process involved the subjugation of other6 and the

bruta l  impasitiar  of the  conquerors �  cu l ture6  and sspira tions.

history has abundant evidena of suoo6gaes  and failures following  a steady

patterni thr process of the rise and fall of nations that did not employ their

acquired power to enhance the common good of man QI this planet.  That unnecessary

process will endure so long as attitudes remain unohanged towards neighboursl  and

thanks tc technology ,  all  States  are now n6ighboUrS.

Mediaeval Europeans employed religion and culture, normally facets of inspired

Cultivation and human refinement, to engage in g6opolitics. They undertook

crusades and military adventurism, sacking expansion and the consequent guaranteed

access to assets and wealth beyond their borders.

The adversary relationship inherited from the confliots  and chaotic politioal

environment of Europe�s middle ages must today give up its arroganoe and gaudy

banner. One would have thought that time and experience had tamed the appetite Of

modern m a n  Ear t h a t  re.ationship. Somehm,  succeeding qenerations  have develop68

wi th  i nc r ea s ing  soph i s t i c a t i on  va r i ous  s t r a t eg i e s  t o  r ede f ine  and  e s t ab l i sh  n6w

forms of expansionism Cn the areas of pw6r, control and economics.

In our time, the changing socie ta l  organisa t ion has  an increased res is tance to

expansionism. In  cu r  v i ew  tha t  t r u th  i s  e s sen t i a l ,  Th6  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of renditions

quaranteeing  internatiaral  p e a c e  a n d  s e c u r i t y  r e q u i r e s  b r i c k s  o f  t h e  t r u e  knowl&g6

of the myths and realities of our contemporary world.
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%o mjor  power blocs  in  a  mil i tary  ar is tocracy have seen twa f r ightening

warr. The mrsrag6 was ol6arl thr d6vastation of open confl lot  was incress  ingly

twoming  too ghast ly  t o  pe rmi t  su rv iva l  fo r  t h e  vanquished or  fo r  t he  v i c to r s .  The

diffioult  negot ia t ions  among th6  a l l ies  in  th6  Sroond  World War ov6r th6 pl ight  of

a drfmtad  Germany showctd  that interdepend6noe  and stability demanded the

PrOt6Otion  of the wounded economy of the vanquished.

It i s  that spi r i t  of pragmstism  tha t  th6  world n6eds today in  th6 pursuit Of a

new world order. W6 n6ed thr ris6 o f  a l l  n a t i o n s ,  n o t  t h e  f a l l  o f  a n y . No nation

ir too  b ig ,  tw powerful , too  smal l  or  too  poor  to havr a  cr i t ical  s tak6 in  a  16V6l

Of deV6lOlNI6nt that  enhanolls  in ternat ional  peace  and srcurity. The  ro le  of every

Stab  i s  impor t an t  because  each  mus t  have  a say  i f  the orgasrization  o f  g loba l  P6ao6

i s  t o  b e  p l a c e d  o n  s o u n d  f o u n d a t i o n s .  Knowledge i s  un ive r sa l ,  and  no  p r iv i l ege  of

Si86r  wraith  or power iS a pr6Conditiot-I  for i t8 aCguiSitiOn*

The p6opl68  of the young and poor countr  lee of today ar6 viotims  of

oiroumtano6,  groomd in the knowledge and exp6rienoe  of indumd economic calamitY

and a menacing isolation from the mainstream of global dacision-making.  They knaw

too wrll t h e  wor ld  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  baraly ex i s t ,  i t s  ho r ro r s  a s  well a s  i t s

pot6ntials. Advers i ty  t ra ins  them for  painful  economic and socia l  adjuahn6nt8,

cullarges  t he  r ange  o f  t he i r  unde r s t and ing  o f  r ea l  l i f e - and -dea th  issues and, w i t h

t ime ,  S t r eng thens  t he i r  c apac i t y  fo r  con t r i bu t i ng  t o  g loba l  peace  and  s ecu r i t y .

We think this may well b6 the most opportune moment to launch a new 6nterpriae

for  peace. We have no pr medent  to look back to. We must engage the future in a

spirit of accommodation. The  pa s t  was  po l l u t ed  by  mi s t ru s t  and  t he  pr6par6dn688

for  war.
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With the easing of tensions between the East and the West, sober reflections

o n  b o t h  s i d e s  msy ye t  r evea l  t ha t , i n  r e a l i t y ,  t he  l i ne s  of p o l i t i c a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n

between these powerful military blocs may not have coincided with the ideological

p o s t u l a t e s . SuSpiciOn  sought some foundation after th6 break of a temporary

marriage induced by war. To the non-al igned onlooker ,  i t  would  appear  that  they

thoroughly despised on6 another �s  advantage or  d isadvantage in  the post-war

s trugg 16. Impar t i a l  h i s to r i ans  i n  fu tu re  may r e a c h  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  b o t h  s i d e s

entered the  learning process  of  recognizing  that  the  asse ts  and weal th  sought

beyond thei r  spheres of  inf luence may wel l  have  been l i t t le  more  than mirages.

Let ua hope that the recent joint statement of the Soviet Union and the Unitad

States ,  declar ing a resolve  to  inaugurate  a new beginning in  the  Uni ted  BatiOnS, is

born of such mderstanding  of the brotherhood that can lead to enlightened

c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n s t e a d  o f  b a r b a r i c  d e s t r u c t i o n . We must encourage them in that noble

move. We can ndJ dare to look forward to a meeting of two great leaders, in who66

joint hands may now lie th6 power to make or to mar th6 blu6prints  Of a n6wp

environmental ly  safer  and prosperous  world .

We are also encouraged to hope that the example set by Presidents Bush and

Gorbachev  w i l l  i n f l u e n c e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  e v e r y w h e r e .  T h e  i n s t r u m e n t  of  t h e

m u l t i l a t e r a l  p r o c e s s  s h o u l d  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  s i m p l e  a t t i t u d e  of  fo rmer  adve r sa r i e s

to bridge gaps of misunderstanding. Miscalcula t ions  ar ise  f rom ignorance and

mistrust l

G r e a t n e s s  *es n o t  l i e  i n  t h e  v a i n  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  gtrengthl  i t  i s  f o u n d  i n  the

capaci ty  to  abandon pr ide  and rhetor ic  in  the  pursui t  of  genuine  human and

internat ional  unders tanding.

Our  Pres ident , Pau l  Biya, h a s  o f t e n  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  n o t h i n g  18
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unat ta inable  in  human progress  a t  th is  per iod,  i f  the  two euper-Powers  under take  to

c o - o p e r a t e  i n  i t s  a t t a i n m e n t . Cur r en t  even t s  j u s t i f y  t ha t  t houqh t .  May  we  da re  t o

hope  t ha t  a l l  Power s ,  g r ea t  and  sma l l ,  w i l l  sha re  i n  p r ac t i ce  t he  co ro l l a ry  t ha t  in

the domain of peace, secur i ty  and development ,  inc luding environmenta l  safety,

no th ing  i s  beyond  the  g ra sp  o f  a  un i ty  o f  e f fo r t  on  t he  pa r t  of  Sta t e s ,  i n sp i r ed  by

the consnon  qood.

We have apoken at such length merely to show that the human element ie

c r i t i c a l  i n  o u r  t i m e .

For the  leadership  given by the  Chairman and youI Si r ,  and the  o ther  officera

of the Committee to the Committee�s work during the current session, and for your

generous patience, we thank you.

The CHAIRMAN; The Committee has thus completed its work on all the

agenda i terns, inc luding those  cons idered  today - i tems 67 and 73.

I t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  a t  t h i s  stage the  Cha i r  makes  a  s t a t emen t .

Howeve r ,  i t  i s  c l ea r  t o  me ,  l ook ing  a t  t he i r  eyes ,  t ha t  a l l  t he  member s  o f  t he

ConUnittee  are  exhausted,  and I  shal l  not  do that .  More ser iously ,  our Chairman

yesterday made a very eloquent statement, in which he gave a very quad summarY Of

what we have done and thanked everybody here and everybody aittinq behind the

off icers  of  the  Commit tee . There are many behind us and behind the scene8  who have

cont r ibuted  tremendouely  to  our  work.

I  should l ike  s imply,  f i rs t ,  to  ask our  colleaque  from Venezuela  to convey at

leas t  my t r ibute  to  Ambassador  Taylhardat  for  chair ing the  Commit tee  th is  year . I t

was a  pleasure ,  as  usual ,  to  work with  him. I  am sure  that  he  wi l l  be  prosperous

in hia new assignments.

I shall not say much more, bu t  I  wan t  t o  t hank  t he  o the r  o f f i c e r s  o f  t he

Committee, Mr. Mashhadi and Mr. Platis, who have co-opera ted with me in these
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proceedings, the members of the Secretariat, and the interpreters, who have to cope

with our mufiles  and the very fast pace of some of our statements, particularly my

0WI-l. Finally, I want to thank all the members of the Committee for being So

Cooperative and making this experience such an enjoyable one. If I have any

regret, it is only that the session has been short; I am just beginning to enjoy

i t . But everything has to end.

I have a short list of speakers. If I may use the prerogative of the Chair

one last time, I request them all to be brief-

Mr. MORADI  (Islamic Republic of Iran): On behalf of Mr. Rassan  Mashhadi,

the other Vice-Chairman, who, because of circumstances beyond his control, left New

York last week, I should like to read the following statement:

-It was a pleasure and an honour for me to be Vice-Chairman of the First

Cozznittee. The atmosphere in our Political and Security Committee, engaged in

dialogue on questions dealing with disarmment, the strengthening of

international security and problems concerning Antarctica, today Cal: hardly be

recognized as compared with a few years ago. This is indeed a reflection Of

dedicated effort on the part of members of this Committee and the improved

international atmosphere. IiowevI;r,  one should not lose sight of the fact that

the international community is still facing an underlying challenge.

"Our eloquent words in favour of peace and an improve6 international

atmosphere and co-aperation  expressed in the course of our deliberations can

be effectively translated into practical deeds in the quest for security at

lower levels of armaments.

"we are still witnessing the excesses of selective multilateralism in the

main disarmament forums and repetition of the same agenda items and

resolutions with only slight changes. We are of the view that it is time to
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reflect seriously on the realities that are shaping international relations on

the eve of our entering the last decade of the twentieth century, a century of

war, peace and progress, with characteristic features of its own in every

aspect.

"I could not conclude my statement as Vice-Chairman without a sincere and

warm expression of thanks to those individuals who have been particularly

ClOSe to me over the past few weeks. First, I should like to express my deep

appreciation to the Chairman of the First Committee, Ambassador Taylhardat of

Venezuela, for the creative work and efficient manner in which he guided the

First Committee this year. It was also a pleasure for me to have the

co-operation of Mt. Fahmy of Egypt and Mr. Platis of Greece, the Coznnittee's

Rapporteur. My thanks are also due to Mr. Akashi,  Under-Secretary-General for

Disarmament Affairs, and Mr. Vasiliy Safronchuk@ Under-S'ecretary-General for

Political and Security Council Affairs, for the support and encouragment  that

they have rendered to the Committee by their presence. I am also grateful to

Mr. Sohrab Kheradi, the Committee's efficient and competent Secretary, whose

Particular qualifications have been a great contribution to my work, and Mr.

Mohammad Sattar,  the Committee's Assistant Secretary.

"In conclusion, on behalf of my delegation and on my own behalf I wish

Ambassador Garcia Robles of Mexico health and success in his future

activities. He wasI and will continue to be remembered as, the landmark of

disarnrament  forums and a great pioneer of peace."

Mr. I93LANE  (Lesotho): In view of what you have said, Mr. Chairman, I

shall be brief - and not very fast. As the Committee's deliberations Come to an

end, it is fitting and proper for me , speaking on behalf of the African Group, to
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congratula te  the  Chairman on the  di l igent  and profeaeional  manner  in  which he  haa

conduoted the Comnittee�a  work. His  deep apprecia t ion of  the  difficult iseuee

deal t  wi th  in  the  Commit tee  and hia wiedom  in  brinqing  together  d ivergent  pmitiona

held by var ious  groups  and deleqationPr  are  indicat ive  of hie exper ience  and

therefore his well deserved choice ae our Chairman.
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We aleo extend our sincere thanks for, and appreciation of, the indiapaneable

Work done by the officers who served the Conrmittee, t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r s  a n d  a l l  t h e

members of the Secretariat who, behind the Bcenea,  facilitated its work. We

understand and appreciate the fact that without their help and dedication we could

not have achieved what we have achieved, and certainly could not have done 80

w i t h i n  t h e  t i m e  a l l o t t e d  t o  us.

The AFrican  Group appreciates the Cormni  ttee�a  unanimous endor aement of the

draf t  resolut ion  on the  dumping of radioact ive  wastee,  but notes  tha t  conaenaua  on

t h e  A e n u c l e a r i z a t i o n  of Afr ica  still  e l u d e s  t h e  Comittee. However, we urge

delegat ions  to  engage in  fo l low-up on these  draf t  resolut ions  so  that  they IMY be

adopted by the General AseemBly. They are of paramount importance to Africa, and

that  ie why I have s ingled them out  for  special  a t tent ion .

We aleo have to air Africa�e umcern about the aeeietance  that South At rica

continues to  receive  towards  acquirinq  a  nuclear  capabi l i ty . T h i s  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o

decisions of the United Natlone and of the Orqanization  of African Unity, which

have determined that such acquiai tion would endanger the peace and eecurity  of

Africa.

We hope tha t  the  current  overa l l  pol i t ica l  c l imate  wi l l  cont inue  and that the

ongoinq dialogue between the super-Powers will  result in the eetabliahment  of new

trends i n  internattcnel  re lat ions . Afr i ca  con t inues  t o  a s soc i a t e  i t s e l f  w i th ,  and

t o  p l e d g e  i t s  a l l e g i a n c e  t o , t h e  U n i t e d  Nation8  i n  t h i s  Orqanization�e  noble

endeavours to  deal  wi th  iaauea affect ing internat ional  peace and secur i ty .

Mr. LEHNE (Norway) t It is my privilege, on behalf of my colleague8 in

the Group of Western European and Other Statee, to  express  warmest  apprecia t ion to

the Chairman of the First Committee for the way in which he has conducted the

C o m m i t t e e � s  a f f a i r s  d u r i n g  thie s e s s i o n .  T h a t  a p p l i e s  t o  y o u  a l s o ,  S i r .  T h e
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Chairman�u  eattensive diplomatic skills, combined with hia efficiency, laid the

foundation for the good atmosphere that we have experienced during our

de1 ibera tions throughout the eeasion , whicn haa been very effective.

I want alaa to extend our warmeetx thanks to the other officera of the

bmmi t tee - the other Vice-Chairman, Mr. Hansen Maehhadi of the Ialamia Republic of

Iran, and the Rapportsur, Mr. Dimitrioa Platie of Greece - who, together with tha

Secretary of the Committee and his colleaqueo ,  have contributed to the amthneaa

of our work,

Mr. DOLEJS  (Czechoalovak  ia) t An co-ordinator  of the Eaatsrn European

Group, I wish to congratulate the Chairman of the First Committee on the succeesful

conclusion  of its work at the forty-fourth seeaion  of the General Aeaembly.  We

apprec ia ta his sk ilf ul quidance, which helped ua to overcome a number of

difficultlea in our work. In qeneral, we dre sa+.iafied with this year�6 reaulte.

These resulta prove that the process of disarmament continuea to be one of the

priorities of the international community, and they damontitrate that multilateral,

bilateral and regional approaches to disarmmant  complement each other. We should

all work to make this a permanent reality. NucZear  and conventional disarmament

were hiqh on our agenda. At the same time, other questiona,  such aa that Of! a

convention on military budgets, sci.enca and tachnolwy  and its impact, and

confidence-buildinq measures proved to be very important aspects  of the proceaa.

Gut aim continues to be 6 nuclear-weapon-free world, increased security based

on decreased levels of armaments, and defensive military concepts. We are sure

that the next summit meeting between the Soviet Union and the llnited  States, to be

held in a few days� ti.me, will contribute further to the solution of some of these

questtons. As is evident, security has a nur.\bar  of aspects, which IfluSt be

addressed adequately.
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Fin all18, I want to thank the Chairman aqain for his professional guidance. I

want  to  thank aleo the  Vice4:hairmen, who discharged thei r  funct ions  wi th  ski l l ,

t h e  Rapporteur: and  a l l  t he  o the r  o f f i c e r s  o f  t he  Commi t t e e ,  t he  i n t e rp r e t e r s  and

al l  the  o ther  member8  of  the  Secretar ia t  s taff ,  wi thout  whose work the  Commit tee

could not have functioned properly-

Mr. Su1vE ( B r u n e i  Darussal>m) t As Chairman of the Asian Group for this

mon th ,  I  hnve the p r iv i l ege  of expreesiw  t h e  G r o u p � s  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n c e

of the  chairmnehip  of  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee . The  drplomatic  akill, wel l  of

exper ience ,  pa t ience  and deep undere tandinq of  the  i ssues  tha t  the  Chairman and

both Vita-Chairman  brought to the Committee have enabled us to conclude our work

at1caeetaf  ully . Ws are qrati f ied that, under  euch able  chairmanship ,  the spi r i t  Of

conci l ia t ion  and accommodat ion  that  CharacterLzed  our  meetinga a t  the  beginning of

the s e s s i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  t h e  ond, thereby cont r ibut ing  to  the  adopt ion  of many

draft  resolut ions  by consensus . When wo came to  draft resolu t ions  tha t  had  to  be

voted upon we managed, owing to  the abi l i ty and quidance  of  those  who occupied  the

Chair ,  to  avoid enter ing in to  a  world  of  polemics  and semant ics . Instead,  we

concentra ted  on the  mat ters  a t  hand.

The Asian Group is gratified that the work of the First Committee was

completed agains t  the  backdrop of a genera l  improvement  in  the  re la t ions  between

the  two super-Powera. The summit between the Soviet Union and the United States,

to  be  held  wi thin  the  next  few days , ho ld s  q r ea t  p romise  fo r  t he  fu tu r e . T h e r e  i s

hope of  a fur ther  improvement  in  re la t ions , not  only  be tween those  two countr ies

bu t  a l so  g loba l ly . This  auqurs  wel l  for  the  development  of  a  consciousness  tha t

t h e r e  is b u t  o n e  w o r l d  a n d  t h a t ,  t h e r e f o r e , i t  i s  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f

all of us to ensure its continued existence by removinq the acourqe of war.
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I want, in conclusion, to express our sincere appreciation to the other

officers of the Committee and to the Conference Services staff, including the

translators, who have been very co-operative all along, and without whose

assistance our task would have been difficult.

Mr. AL-SABAH (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the

Arab Group, which Kuwait is privileged to chair, I wish, at the end of our work for

this session, to express our great appreciation of the constant and unstinting

efforts of the Chairman of the Committee to ensure the success of its work.

Perhaps the decisions that have been made throughout our proceedings constitute

evidence of his ability.

We are also happy to express to the Vice-Chairmen, Mr. Fahmy of Egypt and

Mr. Mashhadi of the Islamic Republic of Iran, our appreciation of their meritorious

efforts. We wish also to thank Mr. Akashi, the Under-Secretary-General for

Disarmament, Mr. Safronchuk, the Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security

Council Affairs, Mr. Sahrab Kheradi, the Secretary of the Comittee, and the other

members of the Secretariat, including the Conference Services staff, who worked

studiously to facilitate the work of the Committee. It would be remiss of me not

to express appreciation to the interpreters and translators, who spared no effort

to provide the common denominator for understanding between us.

Once again I affirm that the Arab Group appreciates the positive role played

by the Chairman in the conduct of the Committee’s work, and we wish him success in

the future.

Mr. ISAAC (Saint Lucia): On behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean

Group, my delegation would like to express sincere appreciation to the Chairman and

the other officers of the Committee for the outstanding manner in which the

business of the Committee has been conducted and for their successful guidance of
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Ste work to a prompt conclusion. The Chairman�s efficiency and tact in modsWin

the many controversial discussions deserve special commendation. They should serve

as an example to tne future guardians of the Committee�s work. Our best wishes 40

to him for his future endeavours.

Mr. SALAZAR  (Venezuela.)  (interpretation from Spanish) t I want simply to

express thanks for your comments, Sir, and for those of other deleqationsr

eepecially  the remarks that have been addressed to Ambassador Taylherdat of

Venezuela, who has been Chairman of the First Committee for the session. Venezuela

is proud that its representative has occupied the Chair. In addition, I should

like to thank you, and the representative of Iran, who, by acting as Vice-Chairmen@

Played such an important part.

The CHAIRMANt  On hehalf  of the officers of the Cormnittee,  and on my own

behalf, I should like to thank all representatives and to wish them health and

prosperity. This winh is addressed in particular to Ambassador Rabies,  who has

taught many of us what disarmament is all about.

The Committee rose at 6 p.m.-I


