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In  the  aberncr  of the Chairman,  Mr.  Mashhadi  ( Is lamic Republ ic  of  Iran),

Vice-Cha irman, took the Chair .

The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p .m.

AGEmA  ITmS 49 X) 69 AND 151 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATB

Mr. INSANALLY (Guyana) 8 If we have sought to speak in thicr dehate, 1 k ia

not because of  any par t icular  exper t iae  in  disarmament  matter8 but  ra ther  hecauas

of a determinat ion to  aeaer t  the in teres t  of! a emall  country such au mine in  thio

vi ta1 quee tion. As hae been so aptly eaid, disarmament  i s  too important  a  auhject

to he left to the nuclear Powetsr i t  must  he the concern of all States,

irrespective o f  t h e i r  eize. We would therefore  wiah to  be  heard  cn thoRe isauc~

af fec t ing  ou r  we l f a re  and  to  ensure t h a t  our  security  ~FI n o t  h e l d  h o a t a q e  t o  the

mili tary aupecior i ty  of othero.

Ist me say at  the outnet that  notwithRtandinq  our  unfailinq  suppor t  of  the

disarmament  proceae,  global  s tabi l i ty  can heat be achieved hy the col lec t ive  system

envisaged in the Charter of the United NationsI. Art i c l e  1 ,  pa rag raph  4 ,  o f  the

Charter clearly s t ipula teFi that the wor Id Otganiza tion should  he a centre for

hacmonixing the actions of nationfi in the attainment of their common ends. That

responsibility  i s  o n l y  p r o p e r  .since t h e  U n i t e d  Naticne,  b a s e d  aR i t  is o n  the

tlemocratic p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  ecu~lity  o f  Statea, i s  i d e a l l y  suited t o  t h e  Lwk. �I t s

r o l e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  di,sarmament  mCLst t h e r e f o r e  b e  p a r a m o u n t  i f  gcnuiw and 1a:;I:inq

proqreas is to he made towards a regime of peace and aecur i ty.

T h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  secuei  t y ,  a s  de l i nea t ed  in  the  Char te r ,  is w)t

restricted to disarmament. I t  is premised ra ther  on the establ ishment OE .TI

universal and  comcreheneive  p e a c e  w h i c h  encompasfles  every  face t  o f  mankind�:1

exi.stence. We should  therefore  he cnmmittinl:  a  qrave error  were we to look at  Pht?

i.qnue of security through the narrow pri.sm of diRarmanu?nt. Glohnl wcur 1 ty cannot:
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be judged from the level of possession of armaments of death and drrtruction but

rather  from the  pol i t ica l , economic and social equilibrium whioh oan be aohieved in

in terna tional  rela tione.

Thus,  while  the arma race may be both a oauae and a  ooneequenoe  of  prevai l ing

insecurity , there are other non-military threat6 to world PMCO and eeourity  such

ZIR Poverty, diseaee, druga and environmental degradl\tion  which, though perhaps not

af3 alarming as nuclear war, are  p o t e n t i a l l y  just aa exp lo s ive  and  deatructiveo

Even the nuclear States are not immune to their ravage8 and oan wither away and die

BFI easily a s  t h e  s m a l l e e t  S t a t e . The t ime hse therefore con to realaetxf Our

approach to  the question of diaarmament  to  see why i t  has  thus  far  fa i led to

produce siqni  f ican t r e su l t s !  ta s ee  whe the r ,  as t h e  F r e n o h  w o u l d  say, t h e  9am i s

in fact worth the candle. I t  w i l l  be quiakly  realized,  we  f ee l ,  t ha t  d i r a rmamen t

cannot occur in a vacuuml  ite eucceee requiree an in terns  t ional  environm9nt  in

which d sense of aecur i ty prevails.

To appreciate the complex  and complicated nature of the problem, one has only

to  read any recent  sttiy on the  in ter re la t ion  of ieeuee an the global  agenda. One

Ruth r e p o r t , �Our Conmron Future�, published two yeare ago by the World Conariesion

on KnvironKen t and Development, in  concluding  tha t  the poeeibility  of a nUCleaC  war

was one  of  the  greatest  dangers  facing the environment ,  advocated a  mul t i la tera l

endeavour to minimize the risk of such  a catastrophe.

It may he  apposi te  to  quote  here  the  obaervat ion  made in  the  repart in  th is

tonne ct ion I

� T h e  exintence  o f  nuc l ea r  weapons  and  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  p o t e n t i a l  i n h e r e n t

in  the  veloci ty  md in tens i ty  of lmdern conventional  warfare ha& given rise

to  a new unders tanding of  the  requirements  for  securi ty amonq nat ions . In  t he

nucl ear age, nations can no longer obtain Recur i ty at each other �s expense.

�rtley  must seek security through weperation, agreements and mutual restraint1
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I they mUi t seek common eecuri  ty. Hence interdependence, which is a0

fundamental  in  the  rdalm of environment  and ecanomicfl,  is  a  fact  alao in  the

sphere  of armfi -compet i t ion and mil i tary  secur i ty . Interdependence has become

a compel l ing fact , forcing nations to  reconci le  the i r  approach to

�security  �.�I (A/ 42/ 427, p* 290)

Just ata persuasive are the  f indings  and conclusiane  of the Group of Consul tant

aperts on the  c l imat ic  md other  g lobal  ef fects  of  nuclear  war ,  which were

presented  to  the General  Aseembly  1aRt year. That report. should dispel once and

for  a l l  whatever  illue  ions we mey have had on the  value  of  nuclear  wsapons. The

many consequence8 of nuclear testing could be truly devastating. In the  event  of

an actual exchange, the  recovery  of  the  p lanet ,  even in  the  long term,  would  be

highly uncertain, 80 that  wnile  today we s t ruggle  to  preserve  the  environment  for

sustainable development ,  wi th  the  exis tence  of  nuclear  weapona  we run the  r isk

scCner o r  l a t e r  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  p l a n e t .

I t  ie m o s t  aaauredly  this l a t t e r  realiza t i o n  t h a t  h a s  i m p e l l e d  t h e  t w o

super-Powers - the  Uni ted  Sta tes  and the  Union of  Sovie t  Socialist  Republ ics  - to

r each  aqreelrent  nn limitiny t h e i r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  n u c l e a r  f o r c e s  and  now to  s ea r ch  for

o t h e r  arean of  weapons r e d u c t i o n . I t  i s  d e v o u t l y  t o  h e  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n t i n u i n g

bltateral  a rms  neqotiations  w i l l  soon l e ad  tn agreement  o n  a  5 0  p e r  c e n t  r e d u c t i o n

i n  their s t r a t eg i c  nuc l ea r  a r s ena l s .  We  mus t ,  howeve r , urge the IJni ted States and

t h e  U n i o n  oE S o v i e t  %ciali.st  R e p u b l i c s  tc qo even  fu r the r  and  t r ans l a t e  their

entente  in to  epacific act ion which would a l low disarmament  to  spread even fur ther .- -

Thei r  co-opera t ion  could  he  epitcmized  by concluding,  a t  the  Conference  on

Di!~armament  in Geneva, work on the chemical weapons convention1 by pursuinq,  with a

eense 0 f utqency, a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e s t - h a n  t r e a t y  a.4 t h e  hiqhest  p r i o r i t y  Step

t o w a r d s  nuclear  diearmament  and by hreaklnq  t h e  impasse  cn t h o s e  i s s u e s  w i t h i n  t h e
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Conference on Diaarrmrrnent upon which no negotiating mmdatee  have been agreed in

terma of the  se t t ing  up of  ad  hoc  bodies .

I t  ie at  t he  s ame  t ime  r eg re t t ab l e  t ha t  wh i l e  nuc l ea r  Statea mny b e  p r e p a r e d

to abandon co-called  obeolete  weapons eye teme, many are  s t i l l  i n  a c t i v e  p u r e u i t  of

the qualitative improvements of armamenta  and the development of new syrtrm

through the  appl ica t ion  of technologica l  innovations to  mil i tary  purpoaee,  The

OreatiOn  Of more eoghieticated  armaments  oan have a potentially deetabilising

impaat on the sepuri ty environment and thus represents a ma jar challenge to the

oauae o f  dirarmament. General  Aeeent,ly  r e e o l u t i o n  43/77  A,  w h i c h  w e  eupportad l a r t

year, alluded to such a danger. More and more, technologiaal  developmntr  r a p i d l y

o u t s t r i p  t h e  paae of  arme nego t i a t i ona , therehy render inq meaninglea@ whatever

proqreee might be made in arms limita  tion. We therefore eaho the call mnde  by the

Foreign Ministers of the members of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countriea  at their

meting in Harare last May, for a curb on the development of a new generation Of

weapon8  and for  global  measures  to ensure that  ecientific  and teohnologiaal

achievements  be appl ied exclus ively  to  peaceful  enda.

We are  a lso  concerned a t  the lack of  progreee on  the  oompreheneive  teat-ban

treaty. It ie naw more than a quarter of a century since the three par tie8 to the

Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapons Teats in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and Under

Wate r  (pa r t i a l  t e s t -ban  Trenty) s t a t e d  t h e i r  in tent ion  of :

�Seeking to achieve  the  d iscont inuance  of al l  tes t  explos ions  of  nuclear

weapons for  a l l  tima ,. .  �,

Al though th is  resolve  was reaff i rmed in  the  preamble  to  the  Treaty  on the

Non-Prolifsra  tion of Nuclear Weapons, t h e  p a c e  o f  U n i t e d  Ski teS-Soviet b i l a t e r a l

negot ia t ions  on nuclear  tes t ing  would  seem to  sugges t  tha t  the  conclus ion of  a

comprehensive  tes t  ban remains  a  d is tant  goal . At the mu1  tila ter al level, the

Conference on Disarmament haa not even established a workinq  group or an ad hoc
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c o m m i t t e e ,  mrch leas oanducted  n e g o t i a t i o n 8  a n  this ireue. Beaause  we regard a

comprehensive  tes t -ban t reaty  ata the  h ighes t  pr ior i ty ,  we whole-hear tedly  support

the ammdrmnt Conference on the partial teat-ban Treaty to be held next year. I t

ie our expeotation  that  thir Conference  wi l l  serve aa a catalyst  for advanaing

discussions in  the  r ight  d i rec t ion .
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We are eaually worr ied by the  cont inuing  t rend  of nuclear  prol i fera t ion. With

the accelera ted race to jo in  the  nuclear  consor t ium,  the  danger  of further eroelon

of  t h e  n u c l e a r  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  reginre i s  cons ide rab ly  heightensd. I n  this

context  we eeriouely  advocate  the  es tabl ishment ,  wherever  feas ible ,  of

nuclear-weapon-free  zones. Such zones ,  we bel ieve ,  he lp  to  deter  the  spread of

nuclear weapons and prorote  wider nuclear disarmament. With that in mind my

delegat ion las t  year  suppor ted  resolut ion 43/62  on the  Treaty  of Tlatelolco,

despi te  the Treaty�s  exclu&�ionary  c lause  in  ar t ic le  25,  paragraph 2 .  We would  hope

that  that s ta tutory  impediment  wi l l  shor t ly  be revved to  a l low for  ful l  adherence

to and par t ic ipat ion in  the  Treaty . In the same vein we regret the spread of of

the arma race to other arenas of competition. The dangers of the mil i tar isa t ion of

outer @ace and of naval armament8 rmst be addressed with a sense of urqet �y,

While the international community cannot be satisfied with lem thm swift and

total disarmament, there are some interim measures which, i f  implemented, could be

reassur ing for smal l  Sta tes  in  terms of  thei r  ovm concern for security. s t e p s

could, for example, be taken to obviate threats  of  aggression against  thei r

s o v e r e i n g t y  a n d  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y . In our statement in this Committee last

Yea r  we  adve r t ed  t o  t he  dange r s  o f  i l l i c i t  arm t r a f f i ck ing .  The  r i sks  are  now

compounded by the growing phenomenon of illict drug trafficking, which is so

organized  and powerful  that the  authori ty  of  many States  - some not  so  smal l  - i s

gravely undermined. Given the limitation of human end f inane ial reaourcea those

Countr ies  face, they can i l l  af ford to  provide for  thei r  defence against  these  new

forma of aggress ion. In such circumstances the international community has an

obl iga t ion  to create  machinery upon which threatened Sta tes  can re ly  in  times of

need. There  is mrch meri t  in  the  proposal  of  a  mul t inat ional  force  to  provide  such

ass is tance  under  Uni ted  Nat ions  auspices .
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We wish again to voice our support for the idea of compiling a United Nations

register of arms t ransfers  to  moni tor  scrupulously  such t ransact ions . Such a step,

along with agreement on the reduction of military budgets without prejudice to the

right of all States to undiminished eecurity,  selfilefence  and sovereingty, could

serve as an important confidence-building measure. They are the type of measures

whiah,  by providing greater  openness and t ransparency in  mil i tary mat ters ,  could

pave the way to more substantial disarmsment  . We therefore await the study on

PrOmting  t r anspa rency  in  i n t e rna t i ona l  t r ans f e r s  o f  conven t iona l  a rms  mandated by

r e s o l u t i o n  43/75 1.

We also  t rus t  that  the  Disarmament  Cormnission wi l l  a t  i t s  1990 sess ion  he  able

to reach a consensus on the principles which should govern the freezing and

reduct ion of  mi l i tary  budgets . A l l  S t a t e s  have  an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  e x e r c i s e  r e s t r a i n t

in  thei r  mi l i tary  expendi tures  but above al l  the  nuclear-weapon Sta tes ,  which bear

the major responsibi l i ty  in  th is  regard . As  r e f l ec t ed  i n  the  s t a t i s t i c s  p u b l i s h e d

in  the &port on World  Mil i tary  and Socia l  Expendi tures ,  secur i ty  concerns  are

impel l ing Sta tes  sore and mre to  spend inordinate  sum of  money in  a desperate

a t tempt  to  protec t  themselves  frun perceived threats  of  aqgreseion. More Often

than not ,  however ,  those effor ts  cannot  provide effect ive deterrence.

In  the  l ight  of  th is  we would  l ike  to  bel ieve  that  the l ink  between

disarmament and development will .  be fully and finally accepted. Burdened as we are

in the third world by the problems of underdevelopxent,  we would welcome the

d ive r s ion  o f  r e sou rce s  r e l ea sed  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  d i s a rmamen t  t o  assist  us in

overcoming our current economic di f f icul  ties. We would wish also to be spared the

dilemns  of  decid ing whether  our  own l imi ted  resources  should  go towards  the

bet terment  of  our peoples  on  the  one  hand or  to  the i r  protec t ion  and secur i ty  on
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the  o ther . Progress in disarmament, the lowering of tens ion and the pesceful

resolu t ion  of  d isputes  would  release us  f rom that  cruel  decis ion and a l low us  to

concentra te  ent i re ly  on our  developmental  ef for ts .

So far as the threat of nuclear weapons is concerned, small States remain at

the  mercy of  the  nuclear  Powersj hence our cal l  for  the  ins t i tu t ion of  ef fect ive

meaSUrea to  ensure  our  eecur I ty  against  the  use  or  threat  of use  of nuclear

weapons. As a non-aligned country Guyana has maintained that,  pending nuclear

disarmament, nuclear-weapon States ha\#e  an ohliqation to grant such assurances in a

legal ly  binding form. We therefore urge the Conference on Disarmssent to continue

i ts &bate on the mope, substance, form and nature of such security quaranteee at

i t s  n e x t  eeesion.

We must emphasize,  however, that such an assurance should be reqarded merely

as one step towards nuclear disarmament and not as an end in itself. Along w i t h

other measures - such as  a  uni la tera l  p ledge of  non-f i rs t -use  of  nuclear  weapons,

the ins t i tu t ion  of  a nuclear freeze, the  es tabl i shment  of nuclear- f ree  zones  in

var ious  regions  and the  terminat ion of  the  product  ion of  f i ss ionable  materials  for

weapons purposes - i t  could  bui ld  sorrs  conf idsnce and serve to  strengthen the

n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  rCgime.

That, in summery, is how we see our disarmament agenda. I wish,  however ,  to

reiterate the point I made at the beginning of my statement t t h a t  t h e s e  speci fit

areas Of disarmament cannot be treated and seen in isolationr  they must be

considered s imul taneously  wi th  the  idea  and the  thes is  of  a  col lec t ive  secur i ty

system which renders national  mil i tary  s t ructures  unnecessary and obsole te .

Otherwise  we shal l  never  be  able  to  see  the  wood for  the  t rees  ilnd we wi l l  be  106t

i n  a  maze o f  e n d l e s s  d i s c u s s i o n s .
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It remains the responsibility of this Committee, which is primarily concerned

with the political question of disarmament, to orient our activities in the right

direction. We are confident that under our Chairman’s able guidance it will not

fail to do so. His expertise, which we have come to know and admire, will

undoubtedly provide the impetus and coherence which are so essential to the success

of our efforts.

We are but one year away from the close of the Second Disarmament Decade. The

results we have to show for our work thus far are very meagre. Tinre is therefore

not our best ally; while oomplacency  is in fact our worst enemy. As was so well

put by an eminent statesmar  in the United States:

“Our minds have adjusted to it,” - that is to the existence of nuclear

weapons - “as after a time  ‘our eyes adjust to the dark. Yet the risk of a

nuclear conflagration has not lessened. It has not happened yet, but that can

give us little comfort, for it only has to happen once.”

We must therefore open our minds and act to prevent such an unthinkable

eventuality .

Mr. ZIPFOR (Israel) : Permit me on this occasion of my first statement

in tne debate to express my most sincere congratulations to Mr.  Taylhardat on his

election as Chairman of the First Committee. Our past experience of working with

him in the Committee assures ma that our work will proceed efficiently under his

ahle direct ion. I should also like to take this opportunity to congratulate  all

the other officers of the Committee.

With regard to the items on our agenda I should like to refer first to the

quest ion of chemical weapons.

I cannot help but express satisfaction that since we last met there has been

no use of chemical weapons anywhere in the world, and especially not in the Middle
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East. This past year has seen two major international events, namely, the Paris

and Canberra conferences, which mobilized  world opinion to be more active in

striving for international legal instruments which could be nor-e  effective in

achieving a total ban on those nefarious weapons.

We understand that some progress has also been made in the deliberations Of

the Ad Hoc Comittee  on Chemical Weapons in the negotiation of a convention on

chemical weapons. Unfortunately, in spite of our request to participate in the

work of the Conference on Disarmament and especially in the Ad Hoc Comnittee  on
-

Chemical Weapons, the necessary consensus required was not achieved - and that

despite the fact that all the metiers of the Conference on Disarmament participated

in the Paris Conference ad accepted the Final Declaration of the Conference,

adopted on 11 January 1989, which called on the Conference on Disarmament to open

its deliberations to all interested States. Israel intends to renew its request to

participate in the work of the Conference , as is its right as a Menber  of the

United Nations.
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At the third special aeesion devoted to diearmament,  in June 1988, the Prime

Minister of Israel, Mr. Yitahak Shamir, made the following statement8

?lec iving from larael�u  deep concern for the pace and safety of our

region and that of the world generally, we would make the following proposal,

We bel ieve  i t  i s  eulential  for  the  nat ions  of  our region to es tabl ish  a

chemical-weapon-free zone in the Middle &et, on the baeie of arrangememte  to

he arrived at  freely among al l  thn StateR of  the  region. In such a manner we

might aafequard the mutual Recur ity of our peoplea aa well aR the aecur ity of

the entire region and thumb  make a major contribution to the cause of world

peace.” (A/S-lS/PV. 11, p. 81)

later he ntated that the international community

�NWt  rapidly and resolute ly  conclude  the  prot rac ted  negotiritione  on a

convention that would remove chemical weapon8  from the areenelA of na tiOn8t

and must devise a mechanism  of inspection that would assure univerRa1

camp1  iance, (Fiupra,  p .  82)

In cur Rta tement  dur ing last year �FI qeneral debate we nta ted:

�With regard to the onqoinq noqotiationa  in the Conference on Diearmament

on the  draf t ing of  a aomprehanRive convention for  the total  el iminat ion of

chemical weapon.9  t my deleqa tion  t at the spec ial 8esR  ion t uuqges  ted the

possibility  o f  explorinq  t h e  u s e  o f  a  reqional  apprc%qch,  n o t  i n s t e a d  o f  a

comprehensive t reaty  hllt as a Rupplenrentary agreement  which might  be  uat?ful  in

solving  s o m e  oE the p r o b l e m s  t h a t  miqht  arise i n  en.surfnq  un ive r sa l

adherence�. (~/~,1/43/~v.  2 2 ,  p. 28)

We ful ly  support  these  positions.

We sre pleased to  note  tha t  some indust.r  iat countr ies  have  t ightened up the i r

export controls over chemical precursor-g and know-how. Unfortunately  t o ther
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cauntrien  have shown an nntonixhinq di.sraqnrd  Par the pon~ihtcr  conHeauenC~~ of

their  export  of danqeroun RuhRtanceR,

Xnrael  call.~ on all countr ien, tnduntcial  and developinq, wh icrh have a

chemical industry to co~~ppar~te in order to deny to cauntrieR  which are enWWd in

building  up a chemical warfare capacity  the know-how, and raw mter isls they need.

It would he uneor  tuna te to lorre ti me until the convent ion comeA  into forCeI

while the prolifaration  of theae deadly weapon8  continues. Thus effective

immediate utep pus t be taken to curb il and stop the trade ii�1 these fM terialR*

Group8  such a8 the Australian  group should  he Rtrengthened  and extended,

eanctions against countries evading their re#ponRihllity  should he explored  l

In maat other fiel.da of disarmament these pant monthfi  have e)een  a ccmtinuation

of the proqreae  made in recent years. First and foremoat,  and perhape moet

important for world peace, the two super-Powera  have continued their fruitful

exchanqe  and new hilateral  aqreamentn  have heen reached not  on1.y  wi th  reqard to

c h e m i c a l  weepans but  nlno  in  the i r  fu l l - s ca l e  Atage-by-Rtaqe  qegotiattons  on

nuclear tes tinq. T h e  s t r a t e g i c  arm r e d u c t i o n  talk@ have  ~1~0  heen renewed keePin

alive PcOepeCte  o f  Auhntantial  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  n u c l e a r  wmponR  in t h e  camin d e c a d e ,

Thb negotiatbw on conventional forcee in Europe being held in Vienna between

the North Atlantic Treaty Organixation  and the War saw Pact countr  ice and the

uni la tera l  ac ts  of force  reduct ion carr ied  out by varioufl  European countr ies  offer

g r ea t  hope  fX the  fu tu re . However, thicl  hopeful  aituetion  can only contraat

Btarkly with the situat ion in other areau, especial ly  the Middle  East.

The  arm8 race  in  the  Middle  East: continue8  unabated. Accordinq to the 1988

Stockholm In t e rna t i ona l  Plsace  and ReAaarch  Institute d i r ec to ry  t he  fou r  leadinq

A r a b  c o u n t r  ien, Iraq, mypt, Saudi Arabia a n d  Syria,  Rpent  ,3 total nf

$41 ,748 million between  1983  and 1987 on the purchaoe nP arms. In 1988 alone tha.q@

four countr iea bcuqht weapone  for a totnl of Q5,AA? mi] 1 ion. .Jl. 1 thecre  countt ieR,
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with the exception of Egypt, are atill in a utate of! war with Israel. Other

c o u n t r i e s ,  ruch 118 Lihyr, have defence huAgetR of over $1 hill ion per year.

The Arab Middle East ia Rupplied  with arms by all the permanent memhera of the

Security Council. Aa long ago an 1967 the  la te  Uni ted  Statea Pres ident

Lyndon Johnson, in  a rrtatement  hefore the  Qeneral  ARaemhly, referr ing to the arm?4

race aa it was then, etated,

�tkPe  the responrihility  mURt  rest not only on those in the area but upon the

lrrgor States  outeide the area. We believe  that the scarce ceaouroea oould  be

ured muah better for technical and economia  development ,�I

Prirmt Minis ter  Yi tahak Shamir  eaid in  hicl addresn at the  th i rd  special

aeae ion, already quoted I

"The srma race is dangeroue and costly to ue all. Acauieition  of arms by

one side will only precipitate effort8 by the other to acauire more arma.

Have  we not  realized tha t  this cyalo i s  endleaer  tha t  its price in

exhorbitantly  h i g h ,  t h a t  i t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  n o  &newer  to t h e  malairre o f  Our

r e g i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  eecurity  o f  a l l  S t a t en  i n  t he  r eg ion  can  be  asuured at

much l ower  levels  of  armermntR3" (A/S-15/PV.11,  p .  79-00)

It wan aqainrrt thi8  hackground of ever-rowing and menacing acmouriee and the

yrowing threat of chemical weapons that the Prinr, Minister of Ierlrel announced the

Cbernment of Israel�83  peace  i n i t i a t i ve . T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  pcinta  i n  this

ini  tia tive.

First,  Iwrael views CIR important that the peace between Israel and Egypt,

based on the Camp David Accord.s, wi l l  nerve aa a corner-a tone for enlarging the

circle of peace in the region, and cal ls  for  a common  endeavour  for  the

etrengthening  of the peace and ita extension through continued coneulta tion,

Secondly, I s r a e l  callx f o r  t h e  establishment  o f  p e a c e f u l  relation8 b e t w e e n  i t

and those Arab States  which etill maintain  a  state of war with  i t ,  for the  purpoRa
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of prorrotinq a  aomprrhsnaive  aettlrmnt f o r  t h e  A r a b - I s r a e l i  c o n f l i c t ,  inaludinq

raaoqnition, d i r e c t  neqatiationn, e n d i n g  the  boycott, djplomrrtic  r e l a t i ona ,

oeeration of hoetile aativity in international inntitutione ar forums and regional

and hilabtral  co-operation,

Thirdly,  Irrael calls for an international endeavour to rcreolve the problem  of

the reeidentn  of the Arab refuqee camps in Judea, &maria e n d  t h e  Qaza  diatriot  ln

order  to improve thei r  l iv ing conditlone  end  to rehahilitete  them. I a r a e l  i s

prepared to be a partner in this endeavour.

Fourthly, in order to advance the politics1  neqotiation  procene  leading  to

pmoe,  Iarael propoaee free and democratic electiona among the Pales tinian Arab

inhahilmtr  of Judea, f&mar ia and the Qaza dierrict in an atmoephere  devoid of

violenoe,  threata and  te r ror . In theee electiona repreaenta tian will he ahoaen to

conduct  negotiationa  for  a trnnritional  period of Relf-rule. ThiA p e r i o d  w i l l

conrtitute  a teut for coexistence  and co-operation. A t  a l a t e r  Ataqa, neqotiatiann

Will he conducted for a permanent Rolution  dur inq which nil  th@ propoeed options!

for an agreed rrR,ttlernent  will he examined, anA pace! hetwaeri farsel a n d  J o r d a n  w i l l

he achieved.

All the above-mentioned e teps ahauld  be dealt with Rimul taneouely.

While some movenrent  in under way with regard to rela tionR with Rqypt,

improving living conditionn  of reeidsnts of the refugee csmpn and arranginq

electione  o f  reprerentatives  o f  t h e  A r a h  inhahitnnto  o f  Judea, Samaria a n d  t h e  Gaza

district I nothing at all haa happened with reqirrd to eatah tohinq  peaceful

r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  our neighhoura. In f a c t , t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  these StatOR towarAR  PM::@

wae damonntrated  when al.1 the Arab repreeent;+tlveA,  with one sxception, walked out

r a t h e r  than IAnten to fArad �9 Poreiqn MiniRtPr invite them tn pC~c@  tA14Rt  t h i s

pxi ttan wag i n  rrviclcnc@ aqnin i n  what h;ln hr?rnme ati annu,~l  r i  tllal, nnmely, the

I. .I,.!

Bed Copy AvaIlable
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Arab qroup�a  attempt to call into queetion the credentiala of the Ieraeli

d e l e g a t i o n .

With regard to the queetion of the nuclear-weapon-free gone in the Middle

Fhst, Ierael�e  poei  tion ie unohanqed. Thie  wan stated mm t author ita tivelly by

Prime Minieter Shamir in hi8 addreee at the third epecial ear-ion  of the (3bneral

Aeeembly  devoted to disarmemnt, when he atetedt

�As  early ae 1980 we propared in the General Aeeerrbly of the United

Netionr the  eatahliehrm!nt  of a nuclear-weepon-free  zone in  the  Middle  Eaet,

haeed on free and direct negotiation8 between the Staten of the region. We

did no in addition to our repeated declaration that Israel would not he the

firrt aountry to introduce nuclear weapone into the Middle East. Such xonee

have heen eetahl i rhed in  Iatin America by direct  neqotiA tione amom  the

countriee  o f  t he  r eg ion . And recently the Statee of the South Pacific reaahed

a similar agreement in the flame manner. T h e  mDde o f  neqokie ting the@e

agreement8  and the mutual aaeurancen built  into them, are vital component8 in

ertabliehing and maintaining such nuclear-weapon-free aonee�. (eupra,  p. 76)

Such a nuclear-weapon-free %one  would hy ita very nature provide full and

eatimfactory  answorn  ta  the  queet ion  of  fu l l -mope  safesuardR

In General  ARaerrhly  resolution  43/65 the Secretary-Wnersl  haR been

requee  ted t

�to  undertake a study on affective and verifiahlo rnc?aaureB  which would

facil itate the aatahlinhrrent of  a  nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle  Eegtr

tlskinq into account the circumAtance8  and char&cteriaticn  of  the  Middle Faf!t,

a3 w e l l  aa t h e  viewa a n d  t h e  auqqeBtianA  o f  the partien o f  t h e  region,  a n d  to

fiuhmit  t h i s  fltudy t o  t h e  Caneral A~~serfbly  a t  its f o r t y - f i f t h  f!enRion.�

(A/RES/47/65,  para. 8)
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The QovernrfBnt of Israel ie co-operating fully with the secretrry-tinerA  And

the  OOnAUltAnt8  he hA8 AppOinted  t0 AAAiAt him in  OArtying Out  thim tack,

In the hook of Ecaleniaateer  it ie written:

��Ib  eve ry th ing  t he re  in A  aeaaon, And A time to every purpoee under the

heaven)

..e

I�. . . A time Of WAr  , And A time Of pOAC0.� (The Holy Bihle,

Ecalea iA tOf4 31 1,8)
I

It is the time for pe~ae,  And not for war, in the MiUdle &at.

Mr, SUJKA (Poland) I On 26 And 27 October in the CApitAl of my country #

the meeting of the Foreign Minintere � Ccmni ttse of the St4tee PAr tiea to the Wet�eew

Treaty WAU held . Ae A  result of the  dsliherAtionn  a communiau~  WAn iSWed which

expreseee  the viewe  of paeticiknte  on  orucial  prohleIr@ af co-opera t ion,  security,

dierrmrmsnt, (LB w e l l  AS o n  overcominq the  divirr ion8 i n  Europe-

�In this connection I should like to inform you And the member  a of the Firet

Committee thrt my deleqa tion will submit  the text of the communiaud to the

S0Cr0tAr:iAt  for dirtrihution  ~8 en officiA1  d o c u m e n t  o f  t h e  Genersl &eenbly,

In  my Atatement todAy I  ehsll  l im i t  myse l f  t o  expreaninq  my delegAtion�A  viewn

On foUt itemA  relrrted  to the work of the Conference on DiearmAment, nrmelyt

Chemical weapone, nuclear  iARueA,  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  an acrnp race  in  outer  RPACet sndl

finslly,  v e r y  b r i e f l y , the prohlem of the effective functioning of the Conference

o n  DieArmAment.

Ridding the Earth of chemical weaponA  haR for many yearns  heen the centre of

mul ttlateral dinarmament  e f f o r t s . However, ano the r  yea r  in prrantnq  and w flha.11

have to repeat in our reRolutinn our common reqrat ,3nd  concern that,

notwithRtanAinq t h e  pcoqrc?~ made  i n  19II9, A ccvvren  t ion on the compl crte anA
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effeative p r o h i h i t i o n  of  the  developmnt,  p r o d u c t i o n ,  etockpilinq  And  uAe o f  ~11

ohemiorl  wespone  And on the i r  des t ruc t ion  hA8 not  yet bean elAboteted.

& this year drAWI- to A Close, Are we any cloeer  to  the  convent ion?  No

doubt. It WAS thn yeAr Of many important  eventa  on the rosd to accomplinhing  this

tAAk. It StArtAd  in A very Optimia tia And hopeful climate qenerated hy the

CBWma~fUl  OutOOme  of the Paris Conference. May I take thi8 oppor tuni ty  to  jo in

other dOlOgAtiOn?I  in rei ters tinq high Appreciation of ite reflulte  And in thank in54

the French Government for hostinq the Conference And fnr ItR conAiderAhl0

contrihu tion to I tn conu tructive tour ue. The determined poll  tical will UnAnimUAlY

expreraed i n  Pari b y  t h e  149 psrticipAting  8tAteR  t o  redouble  effortR A n d  t o

conclude the convention At the ear lieat dste qave additional impUlf30  to the tinevA

nOqOtiationR in the Conference on DiFlarmAment. I n d e e d ,  effort8 hAV0 heen

redouhled, for which we owe A  s~peci~l trihute to the efficient leadership  of the

ChAirmAn  of the Ad hoc t?ommittee,  AmhAARAdor  Pierre Morel, and hiA CloeeRt

COl~AhOrAtO~tl  i n  t h i s  endervour.

The new organizationsl  framework, haned an  A  co-called t h e m a t i c  ApprOAChI

offercrd  AdditionAl  Opportunities  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  e f f o r t s  o n  reuolvinq  outotsndinq

IFIAUBO, thuu crpeninq the  door to  the  f ina l  Atacge of neqotiationR. The resultA of

thin work are now prenantad  in the report of the Canference on Dinarrnament. Thio

Bsmonatratan  t h a t ,  nlthouqh n o t  All o f  o u r  expectations! we-6 f u l f i l l e d ,  f u r t h e r

praqraAo han hean  achieved , particularly on msny important technical aepectm, dr~I

t h a t  t h e  q r o u n d  f o r  f i n a l  #olut,ion  o f  .some f,ery AenAitive  iRAue3  nuch AR ChAllenqe

inspection  or  the Executive Counci l ,  hes been preparM*

At the resumed Soviet-Amer ican consul tationn  on chemical weapons  vital i~ues

related to the convention were undertaken, incl.udinq data exchanqe,  procedures for

chal lenge inspection,  and the order of doRtruct1on  of  chemical  weaponrr  and of the
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fat i li ties producinq them. It  is to  he  hoped tha t  the  cons t ruc t ive  outcome Of

thaae consultationA,  when precrented to the Conference on DiRarmament  in Geneva,

wi l l  have a very positive  impact  on  the  negot ia t ions .

T h e  j o i n t  Saviet-United  S t a t en  Rtatament  o n  c h e m i c a l  weapon8 issued a f te r  t h e

recent meeting between Mr. Shevardnadzo and Mr. Baker in Wyominq i8 in fact an

e x a m p l e  O f  t h e  s t r o n g  commibnent  of both #iden  t o  t h e  mncluRiion  o f  t h e  convention

at  the earl iest  possible  date . I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t , P o l a n d  welcomen t he  p r ac t i c a l

evidence of thie commitment in the impartant  proposal9 on chemical weapons,

presented  dur ing  th is  rresftion  of  the General  Aeaemhly by President  I3uRh  and Foreign

Minister Shevardnadze.

The  pas~ihilitty of the  beginninq  of the de8tructbn  of  chemical  weapons and of

the  diucontinuance  of  the i r  product ion  even hsfore  the  conclusion  of the  chemical

weapons convention ehould  open up new proepectu  for our negotiationa in Geneva and

will,  I  hope, encourage other StateR to conRider  the conttihution they might make

to atrengtheninq c o n f i d e n c e  and i nc r eaa inq  opennc.sg  i n  thi,q  reqard,

The Canberra Conference wa8 another important event of a unique character in

t h e  hietocy of  diflarmament nego t i a t i ona . For the  firat t i m e  i t  h r o u q h t  t o g e t h e r ,

on  a large 8cale, reprefienta tives of  the  Governments  refiponqible  for  negot ia t ing

and implementing the chemical weaponFl  convention and representatives  of the world�8

chemical induR  try, w h i c h  w i l l  h e  d i r e c t l y  a f fec ted  by  its impleKu+nta  tion.

The  extensive and f rui t ful  d ia logue between tllem as  well  AFI a number  of

propoaala  put  forward at  the  Conference wil l ,  I  am sure, cont r ibute  to  the

elabOratbfl  O f  w o r k a b l e  a n d  r e a l i s t i c  ao1ution.s  to d i f f e r e n t  outstandin  p r o b l e m ,

th u8 mak ing possible  the early concl  IIR ion of the conven tion .

T h e  utlprecedanted  j o i n t  statement  h y  t h e  world�w  chemi.cal industrv  i n c l u d i n g

i t s  commitmnt  t o  aani.st  Governmntg  i n  hrinqinq  about A  t o t a l  h a n  o n  c h e m i c a l



Pm/6 A/C.l/44/PV. 23
19-20

(Mr. Sujka, Poland)

weapons through a comprehensive  convention, is the mw t welcomed and valuable

reeult of the Conference.

Thus, to the pal itfcal  will expressed in Par is, a  p r a c t i c a l  con�unitment  o f  t h e

chemical induetry  was added, which  is of par t icular  importance for  the  future

implementation process. In thie connect ion , I  wish to  congratula te  the  Qvernment

of  Austra l ia  fo r  this va luab le  in i t ia t ive  and  fo r  ita const ruc t ive  e f fo r t s  t o  b r ing

the Canberra Conference to such a generally recognized  aucceeeful  conclusion.

One of the encourag ing developlnen  ta in the Geneva negotiations is the t  a

growing number  of State6 , not members of the Conference on Disarmament, have become

act ively  involved in  those  endeavours . This  la a  qood premise  for  the  universal i ty

of the convention. Ce r t a in ly ,  a s  s t a t ed  i n  t he  Pa r i s  Dec la ra t i on ,  any  S t a t e

wishing to cont r ibute  to  the  negot ia t ions  ahould  he  able  to  do  so .



A/C. 1/44/PVm 23
21

(Mr. Sujka, Poland)

The completion of the work of the group of qualified experts set up by the

Secretary-General  to  prepare  procedures for  the invest igat ion of  a l leged viola t ions

of the 1925 Geneva Protocol introduced another positive element into our work.

Poland ful ly  supports  the role  of  the Secretary-General  in carrying out such

inves t iqations and it  is ready to accept the ptopaaed procedures to that end l

This short review of the vat ioua effor ta to ban chemical weapons seeim to

confirm the view that the necessary momentum and the climate for a real

hreakthrough on the road to  the aanvention  real ly  exis t . In fact, we have al l  the

prereauisitea: t h e  s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  nf Sta t ea  once  aga in  expreesed  s o

elouuently  in Brussels, in Belgrade and recent ly  in Warrrawj the suppor t  of the

world �8 chemical industry 1 the pressure of public opinion I and, last but not least I

the reciuired  negot ia t ing exper ience  and knwledqe.

So,  what  remains  to  be  done?  This  pol i t ica l  wi l l  should  he  transfornBd  into

Prac t i ca l  so lu t i ons  and  an  app rop r i a t e  t r ea ty  l anguage , It means that all

delegations must he ready to take a pcsi t ion on stil l  unteuolved issues, in

pa r t i cu l a r  on the  gene ra l  pa t t e rn  of  ve r i f i ca t i on . It implies also a common search

for mutually acceptable compromises incorpora tinq a proper balance between

legitimate  secu r i t y  i n t e r e s t s  and  t he  r eau i r ed  l eve l  o f  e f f ec t i venes s  o f

verification on the one hand, and  between  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  a n d  the

re l iabi l i ty  of  the  verificatian mechanisms on the other . Such a mechanism for

finding compromise solutions is also to he found in article X, on assistance and

I?rOteCticn  aqainst chemical weapons, and article XI, on economic and technological

development. Here the compromise acquires adai t ional aigni  f icance hy s tj mula ting

posi t ive  interest  in  the  ccnventicn  and promot ing universal  adherence  to  it.
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Confidence-building steps could play an important role in our efforts. It

seems evident and rather indisputahle that the pace of progress could be faster and

easier, provided that the negotiations are based on broader, more comprehensive

infOtll�b3tiOn  on the size of the existing stocks of chemical weapons  and the number

of States possessing them, as well as other data relevant to the convention.

Openness  and mutual confidence enhance trust in the convention, create a

favourable political climate for the negotiations and contribute directly to

progress in designing proper mechanisms for the effective implementation of the

conven t ion. We call for broader participation in these measures as an important

priory step towards achieving the universality of the future ronvention.

Our comlly)n  efforts could increase chances of entering the new century without

chemical weapons. To reach that end, we have to make 1990 a crucial year in

bringing the conven tion to a concl us ion. We all agree that the momentum  provided

SO far cannot be maintained indefinitely. To lose it now, might mean  never seeing

it again. That would have far-reaching consequences not only for the negOtiatiOnS

on chemical weapons but for disarmament in general. We used to say that we had

crossed the point of no return in our negotiations. In my opinion, we are nuch

further; in fact, we are approaching their final stage. The largely finished text

of the convention and the present stage of negotiations reauire - and I share this

point of view - the redefinition of the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee properly

reflecting this fact. Of course, the Conference on Disarmament should take an

appropriate decision in this regard.

Last year, despite the quantity and complexity of issues relating to the

aues tion of chemical weapons, we concluded our consideration of this item in this

body by adopting all three resolutions by consensus. It was an unprecedented

achievement which, in itself, established a solid basis for all further

developments in this field.
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At this session, in conformity with a well-established tradition, Canada and

Poland have jointly submitted again the draft resolution on chemical and

batter iological  (biological) weapons , which is now before the Committee as document

A/C. 1/44/L. 38.

In this connection I should like to express my sincere hope that the Committee

will be once again able to adopt the draft resolution without a vote, thus giving

the Conference on Disarmament another positive stimulus just before the beginning

of the 1990 session and contributing to the maintenance of the Spirit of

accommodation and co-operation prevailing so evidently during its last session. My

delegation is ready to co-operate actively with all delegations to that end.

w COUntKy  also attaches special importance to the nuclear issues on the

agenda of the Conference on Disarmament. A nuclear war “cannot be won and must

never be fought”? that sentence is probably the most often quoted in disarmament

circles. However, practical conclusions have yet to be drawn fully from it l

WiJClear  WapnS continue to be the ma in threat to the sur viva1  of mankind in spite

of the positive trends in international relations. The cessation of the

nuclear-arms race end nuclear disarmament are thus of vital importance for ensuring

international stability and security. We are witnessing soma positive steps in

this direction. Under the INF Treaty, the United States of America and the Union

of Soviet Socialist Republics have already destroyed over half of their

intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles. Prospects for halving their

strategic weapons have been measurably improved by the recent Shevardnadze-Baker

meeting.

The Soviet-American negotiations on the limitation and consequently, we hope,

the cessation of nuclear testing are making progress in Geneva. Poland welcomes

these developments. However, while recognising the special responsibility of the

USSR and the United States of America in the field of disarmament, we should like
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to underline that each and every State ahould Reek to in1 tia te and promate

diearmament,  incluling hy u n i l a t e r a l  stepe, a n d  t h a t  m u l t i l a t e r a l  efforte are

indiepeneahle  for a mwtained  and global  diearmament proceaa.
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The oeeeation  of the nuclear-arma  race and nuclear disarmsmant  remmin an lOrUe

o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y . In the intereet of all nations, both nuolear and

non-nuol ear, this raoe should be stopped and nuolear areenale  reduoed.  ~QI

eeeential  s tep  in this  direotion ie put t ing  an end to nuclear  teet ing by all  Statea

i n  a l l  environmnte i n  o r d e r  to p r e v e n t  t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e  improvenktnt  md developmnt

of nuclear weapone. Ver t i f ica l  prol i fera t ion should  be etopped i f  we want

h o r i z o n t a l  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  t o  auooeed.

The Conferenoe on Diearmament ie able to play an important role in this

endeavour. We  r eg re t  t he  f ac t  t ha t , in epite of being 80 oloee to beginning

euhetsntive  effortta  in the framework of an ad hoc committee on the nuclear-test

ban, we were once again unable to Q 10~ We 8re oonvinced  that the diffioultiea

are not ineurmountable  and that  consul ta t ions  wi l l  be  resumd  in  Geneva in  th ie

respect . In  thie contex t  I  &ould  l i k e  t o  emphafiize the  va luab l e  and  impor t an t

work done by the  &I Hoc Group of  Scientif ic  Expert8 to  oonlrider  Internat ional

Cooperative  Measure8  to  D e t e c t  a n d  IdentiQ Seiemio  Events . Poland ir act ively

prepar ing itself  for  par t ic ipat ion in  the second phaee  of  the  technical  exper iment

beoauee we cons ider  it an important  step toward8  the elaboration of  an appropr bte

verification system, For th is  reason we eupport  proposale  a imed a t  eetting up  a

special group of experts tp prepare a comprehensive ayetem of verification Of a

nuclear- tee t  ban.

We note with eatiefaction  encouraging aigna that appeared in the Conference�8

work on the prevention of an arms race in outer apace. Diec~881~~  on this item

became more intense)  varioua expert8  participated in the debate more frequently,

and thei r  contrihu  tione  were more s ignif icant . New and intereating iaeae were

eubmi tted. Informat ion on bi la tera l  talks concerning outer apace ieeuee were

presented  by both the USSR and the United States. Unfortunately , derpi te these
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positive element8  the Conference im et111 fat from any oonorete resulta in thim

field.

The prevention of an arms raoe in outer apace amtinues, however, to he on& of

the qreateet challengem  facinq  current diearmament  negotiationo  in qaneral and the

Conference on Diearmmmemt  in particular, Further and urgent effottn by the

Conference aimd at the prevention of an arms race in outQr ~B~AOY are

indiepeneable. Any act ion and any aolu t ion  in  th in  f ie ld  ahould  take in to  aaaount

not only the ouerstion of strategic Atahility, 10 important for the development  of

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  relatianR, hut  a lro  more  general mmsiderationn whioh in  feat remBin

at the heart of this problem.

Outer npace  haa A  npcial  etatun undsr g e n e r a l  irrternatlonal law, There is no

absolute freedom of action of Staten. Apart from aorm mpecific  ptahihi tiorm,

important general quidolinee  for sctivitiae  in thin environment have heen

estahliRhsd. In particulnr,  in 1967 the outer: apace Treaty recoqniaed the common

intereat ol all mankind in the exploration and use of outer apace for peaceful

purponee  and d e c l a r e d  tha t  thie e x p l o r a t i o n  and UBI e h a l l  h e  t h e  p r o v i n c e  of  811

mank ind. Statecr  Parties to that Treaty pledged that they would carry on all their

activttien  i n  o u t e r  a p a c e  tn t h e  interent o f  matntaining  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p-c61 and

.socucity a n d  pronatinq internattonal  m~peratinn and under$tanding. Thus the

rlqhte o f  a l l  Statm t a  exprem  t h e i r  viewa o n  t h e  uRe o f  o u t e r  apace  mUit h e

acknowledged and their opinions should be taken into account.

The discuaa  ionn and teRolu tiona of the CW?eral Aeeemhly  an well a8 the debate

in  the Conference on Diearmament  clearly indica te  that  there is  II general  wieh of

the world community that on armH race in  outer apace he prevented  and tha t  outer

space, as a mmon her itaqe of all mankind, he preserved exclusively for peaceful

uf3efi.
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PSnally  , out bxper  iencca  shows  that Lt in Par more diff ioul t  to atip an arm0

race in a particular  f ie ld  than to prevent  it, Thie  oormnoneens!!  l o g i c  l s d  t o  t h e

conclueion  of a number of drma control aqreemnta related, inter alla,  tU

Antarct ica,  Lattn Arn~rica, tha seabed and environment mcdificbticn  techniquee.

Thei r  wuoceraful  implemntation  ie the bent  proof  of  the  wisdom of  thie appraoh.

Having in mind theme coneidurationa, we appreciate and weloomct  the etatement

c o n t a i n a d  i n  the concl,ueiona  of  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  .hd Hoc  Committee t h a t  t h e r e  wax

�qenesal  recopnitian  . . . of the importance and urgency of preventing an arm8

raoe i n  OuWr  epacm a n d  r e a d i n e s s  lo contribute t o  thrpt camman  OhjsCtiVe".

(A/44/27, p. 284)

It iSr alno o u r  rincerc, h o p e  tha t  this j o i n t  recoqnition  w i l l  l ead  f!lie Commit tee  to

early, and in fact overdue, concrete rerults.

Nrther en&w!vours of the Committad  oar he hrrrrwJ  011 a wide range of submitted

praporralr. Poland trnra made its modret  oontributim to tnio expanding holy of ideas

by prearentinq  y1 det of confidence-building med8uree aimed at strengthening

internaticnal  l aw  app l i aab l e  to outer  sp&oe and  increaninq  t h e  tranUparency Of

State8 a&iv1  tie8 i n  t h i s  mphore. We note with  ratiefaction  that. the firprt atepr

i n t e n d e d  tc i n t roduce  g r ea t e r  oysnneae  i n  t h e s e  activitiee  a re  be ing  conoidered  i n

bi la tera l  USSR-United Statee  negotiations.

We believe that thils new approach will find I te expreesion  not only in the

work of the Conference, h u t  a l s o  i n  this fo rum,  contributing  t o  b u i l d i n g  qreater

oonf tdence  and understanding.

One Of the most characterirtic  features of  the  debate  on outer  apace probleme

in the Conference on Diearmammt  is a growing reoogni tion of the great potential Of

space monitoring and ver i f icat ion for  enhancing in ternat ional  securi ty . I t  hae

found ite expression  in an increaeing  number  of  proposals  which,  deepite  80m
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di f Persncen  hetwa@n  thorn, profri cb Pnr thfc eRt.nl,ltRhment of in terna tionsl

flpoce  monitor inq and ver I f icflt t:>n.

9y~ tamB of

ThHae n e w  irl~18 ~~rqlnq At the Confarencr, o n  Dinarmament  seem t o  he an

extremely valuahlo aupplenrent  tn I  t.9, HO  to apeak, tradl tianal apprmch

concentrated on the prevention of an arms  rata in outer Rpace.

Step-by-.stap  developrnsnt ot a n  lnternntional sy.stem  of ~pncs v e r i f i c a t i o n  8nA

monitoring could tWN3Ime  A [Mr,qllel  procon~ to our efforts aimed at preventinq an

arms race in outer 4p3r:p. An a c0w ult , outer npacs would he prenervetl eXclUniv0lY

fnr peaceful unef4  nnd, e3t thf? flame time, would he turned into a new area of

ci>-cpecntion Ear the necurity  o f  all nnttonw.
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The in ternat ional  ry8tem of  space moni  torinq and vetifica  tion  aoulU  88~1  both

the  Merrhera  of  the  (Jnited Nat ions  and the  Uni ted Nat ions  organs  reeponsible  foe  the

maintenance of  in ternat ional  peece and security. I t  would  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  the

implementat ion of  arms-control  agreements  and to  arrangement6  for the  eettlemnt  of

reg ions1 conflictrs. It would help in Unitea Na tione  peaaoe-keeping and penoe-mking

operation8  and would  intrcduce  a valuable  e lement  0e early warning aa well  af4

objective  information ahout  United Nations activi t ier. In terna tional coeprra tion

in Apace mani tor ing ana verification could, i n  f ac t ,  evo lve  i n to  a  c r u c i a l  e l e m e n t

of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  col lec t ive  oecurity  system.

One can hut hope that the future work of the Conference on Disarmament on

outer space prohleme will follow thin  dual-track apprasch and that the agreement  to

refrain  f rom the mil i tary  appl icat ion of  new technoloqiee  in  outer  apace wil l  he

acaompanied  by a  decision t o  make  t hem nerve  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  eecurity. Now

eepecially  the  wor ld  needs  both  initiative@, based on th inking not  only  in  terma of

�national�  but also in terms of �common� Irecurity.

I t  is u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  tha t  t h e  complexity  of  t h e  probleW  diacueaed  a n d  t h e i r

direct hearing upon the eecuri ty of Statee  render the trea ty-mnking work of the

Conference on Disarmament labor ioue and time-onauming. Neverthelese,  t h e

inability  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  t o  copll~  t o  any  conc re t e  resultcr  i,j r e c e n t  yeare lead6

to growing concern in rrany Cbvernments  , incl  udi ng my own. Indeed, the uueetion how

to improve the work of the Conference and make its functioning mare effective hae

hecome  a  subject  of  seriow and cont inuous  cons idera t ion  both  wi th in  the  Conference

and outs ide  i t .

We note  and study the many ideaa and suggest ions  re la ted  to  th is  aueation.

One of  the  i ssues  ie that  of  mak lng the  work of  the  Conference Iry)re f lexible  and

ito r e s u l t s  rrwe r e spons ive  t o  t he  d i f f e r en t  s i tua t ions  tha t  a r ise  d u r i n g  t h e

negotiating procees.
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Undouhtadly, the elahnrn t i o n  o f  nbw nqree,msnts  impostnq  l e g a l  Ohliqaticns Upon

Staterr In, and Hhould remin, the pr lnaipnl  tarrk  of  t he  Confe r ence . This b a s i c

Apprach,  in the opinion ol my tlelaga  tion, need  not, however, prevent the

ConCerence  Prom conaidnr inq other meaaureR, which would reqister areaa of common

under8 tanding, par titularly  in circumRtancas  where the atage of neqotia tionS or

o t h e r  connidoraLionA  nulkea  them advisable  a n d  t h e  only ones feasible. In  fac t ,

different  sttuationfi  n�riy  reauire different  appccnchee and responees~

We bel ieve  tha t  thifi RDre  flexible  approacrl  t o  the  posnihle  results of  t h e

work c,f the Conference CM make it more productive and increaee itFi impact On

intdrnati0nal  sfxur L ty, Different typerp  ol conltdance- a n d  ascurity-huildtng

measures can play an in&pendent  role and can conatlkute a hasia for the further

treaty-makinq  ef!Eortf!  all t h e  Conference. Such efforts should remain ita rnnin

rssponR  ih 11 I ty .

C u r r e n t  chanqa.s  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  rind, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i n  l!hat-Weat  relatione,

crente  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  also i n  t h e  Piold nf diaarmamnt  and  arms c o n t r o l . The

Conference on DlRarmament  hafl an important  role  to  p lay in  thie process .  My

delr?gation  bel ieves  that  no effart should  he  spared  to  make i t  an effect ive

lnntrument for  tranaforminq the amerginq pol i t ica l .  wi l l  into a wide spectrum of

intarnatiannl rule rr?d guidelineR l e a d i n g  tcwards  disarrnalrrent  and c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o

INace and i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y ,

Mr. OKEYD (Kenya)1 Permit  me a t  the  outse t  to  avai l  myself  of  this

opportunity to congratulate Ambassador Taylhardat of Venezuela on aseuming the

chairmanship of the First Committee at thi8 eesaion of the General Aaaerrbly. 1 am

conf ident  that his  d ip lomat ic  sk i l l s  and long exper ience  in  the  f ie ld of

disarmament  ace the  beet  as su rance  t ha t  t h i s  Conunittes  w i l l  a c h i e v e  t h e  r e s u l t s  i t

fteta f o r  i t s e l f . My deleqa tion pledges to Amhaeaador  Taylhardat its full euppor t

and co-3peration  ir, the discharge of  h is  onerous  reepcnaihilitiee.
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Sinoe the  wor ld  entered  the  nuclear  era 44 year8 ago the  rpeotre  of

eelfd@etruation  and of the annihilation of mankind hae remined  over prrrant. The

n u o l e a r  epooh hae t aken  QI the  ooratenanoe of  nuolear t e r ro r . In eearoh of a

oredible  defenoe the moat  dertruative  weapon8 have been devolopedt other8 with

overkill oapacity are cm the drawing-boards in the name of deterrenoe. With th is

de8trUOtive  oapaoity in the hands of manr  the unarmed innooent  ir worried about

what the future holda for mankind.

Thie meeting of the Firet Comnittee ie being held at a t ime when there are

nom signifioant  ohangea i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a  tionr. Theee  emrq ing uh ang ee

undersaore  the aaoeptanoe in principle by the ruper=Powerr of the grave

uonrequenoee that oould rerult from a cm tinued eecala tiar of the acme raue ,

partioularly  the nuclear-arm8  raoe. The threat of relfdertruutlon emanating from

the ready di rpor i t ion of  Statue to  uee force in  purruit  of  their defenoe pcksturea

is a  r e a l i t y . The only  praotical  solution ie the  application  of  ooherive  and

realietio  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  meaeuree  t o  redreae t h i e  atate o f  affaito  no am t o  reverse

the trend from a arieie of oonfidenoe  to a proceee  of relaxation of teneion, It ir

the view of my Qvernmmt  that the efforts to prevent a nualear war should be

guided by a etrong pol i t ica l  wi l l  to  negot ia te  openly  and conetruotively  on

reliable arrangemnte for security and by a genuine dialogue in rearoh  of peace

leading to a truly comnon perception of a Recure world.

We cannot, however, loee eight of the reaeeucing optimiem that ban emanated

from the eucceeeful bilateral negotiation8 between the United Staten and the Soviet

Un ion. The Treaty an the Elimination of Their Intermrdtte-Range  and Shorter-Range

Mieellee,  t h o u g h  mcdeet i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  wetapone  i t  s o u g h t  t o  e l i m i n a t e ,  ie o f

great  hi8 tor  ic  e ignif icancr . F o r  t h e  first t i m e  in  t h e  hifftory  of  arnm  c o n t r o l ,  a n

agreement was signed which to&ally eliminated a whole claee of operational

nuclear-weapon eye teme.
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There  are aleo goad indicat iona of  an  agreement  on strategic-arms reduct ion

talk8 to  reduce  the  nutier of intermntinental  s t ra tegic  weapons and of

negotiations for the eventual total destruction of chemical weapons. Kenya,  l ike

many others, calla  upon the two super-Powers to spare no effort to implement all

the i r  agreed ohjectiveft  in  accordance wi th  the  secur i ty  in teres ts  of  the  whole

world  and the  universa l  des i re  for  complete  disarmament.

Of pararrpunt importance  to  my country  i s  the  quest ion of  a nuclear- teat  ban.

No other iSSUe  in the field of arms control has been the subject of 80 much

interna t icnal  de l ibera t ion  snd negot ia t ion as  ha8 the  ceeaa t ion of  nuclear-weapon

teets. A comprehensive test-hen, in our view, ia the  only  mean8  to  put  an  end  to

the  nuc l ea r - a rms  r ace ,  f o r  a  t o t a l  t e s t -ban  wou ld  r ende r  fu r the r  nuclear-Wewon

development more or le8e impossible. A race for qualitative improvements in

nuclear weapons would thereby be considerably alowed.

The 1963 partial-teat-ban Tree ty, even though in i t ia l ly  bel ieved to  he  an

occu r r ence  o f  h i s t o r i c  s i gn i f i c ance ,  ha s  no t ,  un fo r tuna t e ly ,  alowed dam t h e

nuclear-arms race among the major nuclear Powere. I t  i s  t he re fo re  Kenya � s  s ince re

hope tha t  the  proposed in ternat ional  conference  tha t  would  conver t  the

p a r t i a l - t e a t - b a n  T r e a t y  i n t o  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t e s t - b a n  t r e a t y  w i l l  mterialize.  �l�!rc

time has COIW for those who oppolse the amendment propoeal to declare their

s incer i ty  on the  quest ion of  to ta l  d isarmament  for ,  whatever  the  di f ference8 of

o p i n i o n  cn t he  i s sue  o f  ve r i f i c a t i on , t h e r e  a r e  n o  infturrrountable  obstaclea

neces s i t a t i ng  a  de l ay  i n  t he  conclueion  of  a  mmprehensive  nuc l ea r  t e s t -ban .

Last  year ,  in  resolut ion 43/81 B,  the  General  Assembly requested the

Secretary-General  to  under take, w i t h  t h e  aesistance  o f  a  g roup  o f  qua l i f i ed

governrrrental  e x p e r t s , an  in-depth  s tudy of  the  ro le  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ion8 in  the

f ie ld  of  disarmament . My Government believes very strongly that a more peaceful



PM/10 A/C.l/44/PV.  23
37

(Mr. Okeyo, Kenya)

international  system based on negotiated agreements cannot rest cn trot aloner but

that  i t  requires  a  ver i f ica t ion process  in  which a l l  States can have confidence,

Verification  is  a channel  through which  the  objec t ives  md aims of  the  Charter  can

he achieved,  thereby faci l i ta t ing the  peaceful  se t t lement  of disputes  and a  long

process wherein all Sta tee can rely more on a eye tern of international Co-Opera tiOn

than on  the i r  own militiry  capabi l i t ies  for  nat ional  defence. T h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s

for  the  ver i f icat ion of  any agreement  cannot  therefore  be left  to two countries

alone. Kenya wi l l  support  the establ ishment  of  mul t i la tera l  ver i f icat ion machinery

within the framework of the United Nations.

As an Afr ican country Kenya is  par t icular ly  cognizant  of  the fact  that  our

cont inent  i s  r iddled  today wi th  a  se t  ious  socia l ,  pol l  tical and economic  cr is i s

that  needs  ear ly  a t tent ion. What we need, if the current crisis to be overcome, is

a concrete condi  tion of peace. However, genuine peace is impossible without

a rms -acqu i s i t i on  r e s t r a in t s  and  d i s a rmamen t  i n i t i a t i ve s . Peace in the Aft ican

regional context should emerge as a dynamic concept embracing more  thar jut the

absence of war. The quest for peace in Africa can he viewed as encompassing, among

o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  t h e  t o t a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a p a r t h e i d , t he  r e l ea se  of  a l l  p o l l  tics1

d e t a i n e e s  i n  S o u t h  Africa,k and  f r ee  and  fa i r  e l ec t ions  in Nsmihia.

For decades African States have demonstrated their commitment to the cause of

the  denuclear isa t ion  of  the i r  cont inent ,  as  espoused by the 1964 Cairo  Declara t ion

of the Organisat ion of  African Uility. Similarly , the Af c ican delega tions have

sought  the  in ternat ional  camunity�s  condermat ion of  South Afr ica �s  nuclear-arms

programme and all forms of collabcration  by any State, corporation or individual

wi th  the  rac is t  South African r6gime. The South African Government�s declared

possess ion of  a  nuclear-weapon capabi l i ty  const i tu tes  a very grave danger not only

to the continent but also tc in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty  as  a  whole. In view
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of that grave danger my delegation appeals ti the countries concerned to terminate

forthwith all forms of collaboration with the racist rigime  in the military nuclear

fields and space technology. It is dn that sane  premise that my delegation last

year supported the resolution sponsored by the African Group on the dumping of

radioactive wastes, which would have grave regional and international security

imp1 ications. The dumping of any nuclear, industrial or radiological waste on the

territory of any developing country for whatever purpose is unacceptable to my

country and must be condemned.

Kenya COnthUeS  to attach particular importance to the establishment of zones

of peace in vat ious parts of the world. Such zones could strengthen the fabric of

regional peace and stability and extend extraregional co-operation in the field of

sot io-economic developnren  t . In the light of that fact the concept  of the India

Ocean as a zone of peace reflects the hopes and aspirations  of many  countries that

are littoral States to enhance and share in the prospects of peace and security.

We therefore strongly Support the proposal to convene the United Nations Conference

on the Indian Ocean at Colombo, Sri Lanka, in July 1990. It is believed that that

Conference would harmonize the interests of the countries in the region, major

naval Powers and maritime users alike. We commend the pd Hoc Commit tee on the

Indian Ocean for its work well done in preparation of the Conference, despite

astounding obstacles.

My country does not possess and does not intend to acouire any chemical

weapons, but the proliferation of those weapons and their use is of great concern

to us. Kenya condemns  any use and proliferation of such weapons of mass

destruction and joins the international community in calling for the destruction of

such inhumane weapons through the conclusion of a comprehensive convention on

chemical weapons. The progress made in negotiations in the Conference on
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Disarmament in preparation for such a convention is encouraging. The success of

both the Paris Conference and the recent Government-Industry Conference against

Chemical Weapons at Canberra has brought new impetus and optimism. We hope that

negotiators will take advantage of the opportunity and momentum to reach an early

conclusion of a conventian that will have total universality, both in adherence and

in applicability, and that will subsequently renove  such mass-killer weapons from

the face of the Earth.

Finally, we need to intensify our efforts in the disarmament field if we are

to achieve tangible results. My country will continue to exert  every effort to

make valuable contributions to the cause of peace and disarmament. We shall

continue vehemently to oppose the use of force in international relations, military

intervention, aggression and the occupation of territories by force.
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Mr. AFONSO (Mosarrhique)  I I should like at the outset to extend my warm

congratulations to the Chairman on his unanimous election. His pact experience

crualifier him aa an outstanding diplomat and ie a guarantee of the aucceraful

outcome  of our delihera tione. I wish to congratula te  also the  o ther  members  of  the

Bureau as well a8 lant (Beaeion�a Chairman on a job well done. I  asaure t h e

Chairman of my delegation@8 co-peration  in  the  ful f i lment  of  hifl dutieR.

Mankind hae heen etriving over the years for international peace and

atabi l i  ty. In  the  proceae  i t  haR comb to  realise  the  impor tance  of the need to

address  the  toola  of war in  i t s  went for  peace. It has come to underatand that

the  drama t i c  developmnts  i n  the  f i e ld  o f  armamenta, hoth during the Second World

War and afterwards, pose a potential threat to the survival of mankind and of

contemporary civilizationr  hence, the elimination of them has become an Oh jective

of parernoun t impcr tance. In there  efforts ,  mankind has  had to  face  chal lenging

d i f f i cu l t i e s  resu l t ing  f rom a  sense of  miatrIrcrt  and  f rom s t r a t eg i c  conaiderationR.

�It iS generally accepted that the emergence of new trends in the international

sphere has reaultd  from the ongoing process of the easing of tensions hetweon East

and Weat. The fact that virtually all.  delegations that have spoken before me have

ha iled  these new r ela tione SupportA  th ie conclusion. Indeed, the  rapprcachernent

between� the two major nuclear Powers is apparently having a positive effect on

diearmament  e f f o r t s , as can be seen in  the  effor ts  being made tc achieve a  ban cn

chemical weapons. This relationehip  also estahli8hea  a new atmosphere for the

se t t l emen t  o f  r eg iona l  con f l i c t s . I t  has  a lso  helped to  re inforce  and c61 tore  the

conf idence  oL Men�ber  Sta tes  in  the  ro le  and author i ty  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  in

internat ional  re la  t iona .

At tempt8 to  address conf l ic ts  by explor ing peaceful  meana  have been and are

being unde r t aken  i n  v i r t ua l l y  a l l  regiona. While the outcome seems to he 1 esR
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euccesaful.  i n  s o m e  arem thcln  i n  o t h e r s , the  spirit of negotiationa  remains al ive

even in the face of a rtalemate. Furthermore, we 8re pleased to note that reaently

the United Na tiona has been playing a pivotal role in ini th tivea to bring about

lanting peace  in  severa l  regions . All there development8 are the axprrrrion  and

reflection of the positive thinking that has been emerging in international

re la t ions ,  the  impact of  whioh ie apparently being felt  aleo in the f ield of

disarmament.

The Treaty between the United States of &nor ioa and the Union of Soviet

Socialiet  Republ ics  cn the  El iminat ion  of  Thei r  Intsrm,dbte-Range  and

Shorter-Range Missiles - the INF Treaty - consti tutes not only a tangible  emmpla

but also a major landmark in the history of mankind. Its nuccessf ul implements tion

will encourage disarmament efforts  and to a large extent determine the oourae of

e v e n t s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .

TWO years ago it would have been unthinkable to oonrider  developmenta  in the

field of diearmement  such as the creation of m6mntum in reeparding bo the urgent

need to ha chemical weapons, the declared commitments  on that same question by the

United States and the Soviet Union  during the debab  at the forty-fourth eeeeiOn  Of

the General Assembly, and the ongoing negotiationa  concerning a 50 psr cent

reduction of the nuclear arsenals of the major Pawere. Such urdertakinqa, i f

successfully pur sueA, would eventually prepare mankind for entry into the next

century with a aense  of hope instead of deepair  and bo greet the year 2000 with

confidence and the promise of a better life in peace, without fear of a nuclear

holoca uat .

While expressing optimism about the future of disarmament, my delegation aleo

believe8 that much remains to be done. We are conf r sated by challenging Ri tUa tiOnS

t h a t  r e q u i r e  p o l i t i c a l  will,  courage  and  praqmatinm.
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The aontinuatian of nuclear explos  ionn canta  a shadow over mankind’n

eXpeOtatiot\H  regarding the  future  of  nuoLenr  dinarmament , While we regard the INF

Treaty MI a step in the r ight  direct ion, we view the continuation of vertical

proliferation with deep contyern. The  aantinuation of nuclear  tes t ing hy

nualear-weapon Staten ie at  var iance with  the prevai l ing in ternat ional  cli~~~te  that

1 have just deraribed. T h e  ceeeation  of  a l l  nuc l ea r  t e a t s  and  exploaiana  i s  an

ahrolutr neceerity  i f  the  fu l l  conf idence of  the in ternat ional  community a# a whc!e

with reepect to ongoing bi lateral  ditiarmmmeqt  efforts is to  I,e e-on. �In  t h i a

connection, we noted with grmt satinfaatior,  the duclarazian of a unilater131

moratorium on nuolear bets some time 490. We wirrh to express our encoura9ement

fot the continuation of that undertaking. We aleo wish to urqe othpt nuclear:

Power63  ta emulate that saJ,utczry  stop in support of diearmament,

On the  o ther  h&d, \ny d e l e g a t i o n  hae sI.ro n o t e d  w l t h  ragrk,t t ha t  not a sinSI@

ray Of l ight  was dlscarnible a t  the  Conference  on Dinarmament  durinq LtA

consid+ra  tlsln o f  A  cQmpr6henaLvs  test hiln t rea ty . We call upon the nuclear Status

menberlr  of the Conference on Disarmament to recclnftider  their pooitiun on thin

quastion. The i r  r i g id i t y  on this quest ion  in in contLict w i th  the i r  ovarwhelmin9

clupport of  the non-prol i ferat ion �Presty.

W de legat ion  would  like t o  reyister its support  fo r  t he  convening  of  a

conference  on the  convers ion of  the  1963 par t ia l  tea t -ban Treaty  to  a  comprehensive

treaty, a8 p r o p o s e d  h y  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  oL�  tixico.  We a re  convinced t h a t  such a

conference wauld add a new dimension to the field of nuclear diearm~ment. Nuol ear

diaarmamsnt  lrhould rermin a  p r i o r i t y  iaaue in a l l .  Binarmament  effortn. Ruth a

conference would, i n  t h e  f i n a l  analyaiJ, make a major con tr ihution  also to general

and complete disarmament,

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation  of Nuclear Weapns,  niqned in 1966,

concerning which a Review Conference will be held next yeor for the fourth timt, i4
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a histaeio  Treaty. It harr born ra tidied or adhered to by a large numbor  of Sta tea,

inoluding three o f  t h e  five permanent moMerr o f  t h e  Seourity C o u n c i l .  Howwee,

ite fai lure effect ively b prevent other  Statee from acqul.ring  nuolear weaponrr,

inaluding  rac is t  3ta tee ,  oonetitutea  a major setback. The aaeuranoe by

nuolwr-weapon ,Sta tm tro Sta tee wh iah do not porrseme  nuclaar  weapons ir another

area of  controverey  in  relat ion to the  Treaty .
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My oountry ie not yet  a party to  the non-prol i fera t ion Treaty.  Howeveer  We

highly  appreoia te  a l l  in ternat ional  endeavours  in  favour  of the  non-prol i fera t ion

of nuolear  weaponr. In this aontext, my Qovernmnt ie current ly  engaged in  the

process of preparing to adhere to the Treaty,

My delegat ion whole-hear tedly  euppor te  the creat ion or  eetabliahment  of aOne

of peaoe and nuolmr-weapon-free  aonee. We regard the creation of such zones a8 a

ma jot factor oontributing  to the non-proliferation of euoh weaponer to nuolear

diearmament and, as a corollary,  to general and oomplete disarmament.

Nulear-weapon-free  aonee oonetitute  a practical  cont r ibut ion  to international  peace

and eecurify. The Tlatelolco and Rarotonga Treatiee  are examples to be followed by

Sta tee in other reg ionr. We are of the view that these Treaties should be ohSerVed

by the in ternat ional  oomnunity  aa a whole .

FOC the record,  my delegat ion wishes  to  exp:eee  i t s  dieappo  intment  over  the

continuous poetponenmnt  of the long-overdue Colombo Conference on the

implementa t ion  of the  Declara t ion of  the  Indian Ocear!  aa a Zone of peace.  We -11

upon the State8 membera  of the Ad Hoc Commit tee entrusted with the preparation of

the  Conference  to  complete  the  las t  s tage of  their  preparatory work expedi t ious ly

in order to permit the convening of the Conference as coon as possible,  and not

l a t e r  t han  1990 ,  i n  a cco rdance  w i th  r e l evan t  Gene ra l  Assrrrhly r e s o l u t i o n s .  W e  a re

conf ident  that  the  Commit tee  wi l l  take  the  r ight  dec is ions  co the  matter.

Attempts  to  spare  Afr ica  nuclear  weapons have been made in  the  cont inent .  I t

was in  th is  context  that  the  Afr ican fleads of  Sta te  and Government  adopted the

Declara t ion on the  Denuclearization  of Africa. However, th is  dec is ion  was

undermined when, on the  verge  of  the  las t  decade,  the  South Afr ican apar theid

reg ime  gave  s t rong  ind i ca t i ons  t ha t  i t  had  a l r eady  acauired su f f i c i en t .  c apab i l i t y
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to  produoer  a  nuclsar  weapon. The deolaca tion 0e Africa aa a nuclear-weapon-free

zone was bogged down by the aame regime , whose pal ioy and behaviour betray, and run

ooun ter to. At rioa �a dignity .

South  Afrioa~a nuolear oapab i l i t y  waa mde poaaible  by the close oo-operation

0e aom n u c l e a r  Powera. w e  f i n d  it d i f f i c u l t  to understand thr,  pas1 ticn  t a k e n  b y

oer ta in  States in  the  Disarmament  Comniraion  on th is  inaue.

Mozambique la following with special  Interest the ongoing negotiationu in

Vienna on the reduction of conventional weapona. I t  holrlm the  v iew  tha t

oonventiaral  diearmament and act ion wi th  regard  to  in  terna t ianal  arm transfers ace

important oompnenta of the overall disarmament proceae.  However, we alao believe

that they should not be overemphaaired to the detriment of nuclear diearmament)  nor

ahould  the emphaaia  be ahif ted  to  the not ion  tha t  developinq  countries  are the

major f a c t o r  i n  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  armumAntn  ancl arme transfera.

Naval  disarmament  l a  ano the r  a rea  o f  g rea t  intereot  to  my coun t ry .  Mozalnhique

haa a shorel ine  that  s t re tches  for  more  than 2,500 kilometroa. Our atanrl on  this

ItXNie results from our  a t rong ident i f ica t ion  with the  ancept: of  eatabliahinq

nuclear-weapon-f tee zonea .*nd zones of peace , particularly in the Indian Ocean

region.

Any extension of the arms race into outer Apace Rhould be completely btvred.

The sta tu8 of outer Apace an a common her i taqe of mank ind should be preserved.

Outer epace should be open only for aztivitiea  compatible  with its use for peaceful

purpoaen. We believe that the transfer of the arms race to a new dimension, outer

Rpacc, would s e r v e  n o  purpose, hut would narrow the qap hotween human Burvival  and

s e l f - a n n i h i l a t i o n  i n  t h e  scale o f  poRnihiiitieA.

My deleqat ion,  like otherA, view0 with some optinfiRm  the prospect of ,I

chemical-*w@apons  convent ion . The qeneral  awarencsR  of tne danqec of this catecpry

of weaponf!  and the realixatic>n  of the qlohalization aP technolOay tJ produce them

. . ..---.-I-
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on the one hand, anb the attraotion of reeorting  to them in a war situation on the

other, gave birth to the current wave of initiative8 in favour of a

chemics l-weapons hnn, The  in ternat ional  Conferences  on chemical  wwpanr  he ld  in

Par in and in Canberra and Sydney, Australia, were  the  almination  of  th is  new

f eelinq .

We wOlC!Ome  the drclaratione  rmde  hy President Bueh of the United Stats6  of

Amsrioa and by Minioter  of Foreign Affaira  03uard Shevardnadze of the Soviet  Union

in  the plenary Aaeetily  during the current aeaaion,  These and other statementa

have q iven mDrrmn turn to the urgent task of r3onclud inq a chemical-weapone convention

banning the production, use and BItOCkQilinq of this devastating claee  of weapon.

We think that  b i la tera l  undertakinqa  are important in  diearmament  effor ts .  We

value the ongoing talk8 in various  disarmament fielde between the two major nuclear

Powera. On the other hand, we conRider  that the maintenance of peace and Atahilty

i n  t h e  w o r  Id ia t h e  tack o f  a l l  human i ty .  The re fo re ,  we  believe tha t

multiloteraliam ie the  key to  a genuinely  nucceflflful  outcome of concer ted  efforts

to hrinq about general and complete dirarmament. I t  fol lows tha t  the  Conference  on

Disarmament, alp the rrole multilateral forum for dinarmament neqotiationa, and the

Disarmament  Comminaion, as the  del ibera t ive  hody in  the  fisld of  disarmament ,

ahould he revitalized  and atrenqthened. We aleo bel ieve  that  ef fect ive way9 to

expedite the work of those two hodien Rhould be explored,

My delegat ion think8 that  the  in ternat ional  communi ty  should  not lose  s ight  of

the importance  of the relationship between development and disarmament) they are

t w o  r e l a t ed  issues  c o m p e t i n g  f o r  t h e  Ban-e f i n i t e  reflources. The United Na t ionn

reaff i rmed th is  re la t ionship  when i t  he ld  the  In ternat ional  Conference on the

Rela t,ionRhip  between Diaarm%ment and Development. I t  1.s i r o n i c  t h a t  t w o  y e a r s

a f te r  the  holdlnq  o f  t ha t  Conference  mi l i t a ry  expenditures  h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o
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skyrocket in inver Be propor tion to cJavelopmen  trill  eXpendi tUre!?4. The in terna t ional

community ahould avail it.self of the new trends in international affair8 to redrese

this euua tion.

I t  ie out bel ief  that there  IA now an appropr ia te  inbrnntional  pol i t ica l

climate for the nations to advance hand in hand in pursuit  oE their common qOal,

that  Of savinq future qenerations  from the Rcourqe of  war .

I t  1~ wi th  Ratiafaction  that  we witn8o.s  the adopt ion of  more flexible and

prsqmatic  app roaches  t o  dinarmament iseuee. ThiR  heara t e s t imony  to  the  fac t  tha t

a  wor ld  f r ee  o f  weaponA, i n  pa r t i cu l a r  nuc l ea r  weapons ,  is poaf3ibls. I t  aho

proves that we can make our planet a Rafer place to live an if we mmhine  our

effortrr  in favour of qeneral and complete diaarmament.
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Mr.  Me B. SY (Senegal)  ( in terpreta t ion f rom French)  8 I  take specia l

pleasure in speaking in the First Committee not only because of the interes tinq

nature  of  the  subjects  addressed here , hut also and par titularly because its

oh jectivee are in line with one of the principal concerns of my country - the

pronrotion  of wor Id peace and security. I take the opportunity offered hy our

qeneral debate to make the modest contribution  of the Senegalese deleqation to Our

common  e f f o r t .

I  should  l ike  f i rs t  to  jo in  earlier speakers in conveying to the Chairman  Our

s incere  and cordia l  congratula t ions  on his  outs tanding election to  quide  the  work

of the First Committee.

The judiCiOU5 choice of Ambassador Taylhardat  as Chairman of the First

Committee is evidence of his many qualities as a skilled diplomat and a guarantee

of the successful outcome of our work. I  am the re fo re  Quite uure t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e

benefit of hia command of disarrrrament  issues, o u r  dehstes  w i l l  b e  f r u i t f u l  a n d  w i l l

fulfil  the hopes vested in our noble Organisation by those millions of men, women

and chi ldren who aspire  so  ardent ly  to  peace , s e c u r i t y ,  j u s t i c e  a n d  haQpiness* I

assure  him that  I  and the  whole  of  the  Seneqalese  delegation  wil l  co-operate  fully

with  him in the ful f i lment  of  his  task.

We are most qrateful,  ~190, to  h i s  p r edeces so r  fo r  h i s  e f f ec t i ve  work  i n

t r ac ing  the  pa th  fo r  u s  t o  fo l l ow ,  and ,  f i na l l y , we conqratula te the other memhera

of  the  Bureau on the i r  e lec t ion .

With regard to the First Committee�s agenda, I  reaff i rm Seneqal �a  dedicat ion

to  the  cause  of improving the  in ternat ional  c l imate  so  tha t  a l l  peoples  IMy l ive  in

peace and harmony. Accordingly, my country looks forward eagerly to the

el iminat ion of  anything that  might  jeopardize  the  g lobal  equi l ibr ium so des i red  by

a l l  S t a t e s .
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I t  ie p r ec i s e ly  becauee  Senega l  haR to  o o p e  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  of  ohallengem  that

i t  ie convinced that its efforte to achieve economic and social development need to

be complemnted  by co-peration  baaed chief ly  on in ternat ional  eolidarity,  d ia logue

and brand-baaed agreement among all nations.

I n  thie c o n n e c t i o n , Senegal hae always supported the primcy of law aa a

eacroeanct principle and accepted negotiation ,  c o n c i l i a t i o n  a n d  arb i t ra t ion  ae the

b e a t  means  o f  a e t t l i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s . That la why we derive 80 nuoh

aatiefaction from the marked improvement in East-West  relations in reeent yearr.

Similarly, we warmly welcomed the decision of the United Sta tee of tirica md the

Soviet Union to oommit themeelves  firmly to genuine detente with the eigning in

December 1987 of the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and

Shorter-Range Missiles. The axmnon will of those two super-Pawers to atep up their

efforta regarding the  reduct ion by 50 per cent  of  thei r  etrategic  nuclear  areenalr

ia al80 mogt  reaeauting for small countries whose future ie in nmny waya dependent

on the  in ternat ional  envi ronment .

Lastly, my country welcomes and strongly encourages the setting up of such

ini  t i a t i vee . we would like to see them extended to the prevention of an arms race

in outer space, the creation of nuclear-weapon-free zones in Africa, South Aaia and

the  Middle  East ,  and the  reduct ion of  mi l i tary  budget8  to  the  benef i t  of increases

in  of f i c i a l  deve lopmen t  a s s i s t ance .

In  th is  connect ion , the  Senegaleee  delegat ion wiahea to  draw the  First

Committee�s attention to the report of the Diaarrrament  Commiseion on theI

implementa t ion  of  the  Declara t ion  on the  Denuclearization  of Africa, Paragraphs 3,

6 and 7 of annex II to the CommiaRion  �8  reprot (A/44/42) clearly ehaw that South

Africa ie determined to  bui ld  up i t s  nuclear  capaci ty  and continues to refuse to

submit  i ts nuclear ins ta l la t ions  to  inspect ion  by the Internat ional  Atomic Energy
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Agency. That is disturhing because it illustrates the arrogant contempt in which

the racist Pretoria re'gime holds the rest of the international community. That

defiant attitude is all the more deplorahle in that the General Assembly adopted,

c*n 24 November 1961, resolution 1652 (XVI), calling for the African continent and

surrounding areas to be considered a nuclear-weapon-free zone. Furthermore, for 38

years in some 15 resolutions, it has repeatedly recalled that decision.

My delegation feels that the Organization, to bolster its credibility, must

compel South Africa and all States that support it in its pernicious attitude to

abide by those resolutions and to apply strictly the Organization of African

Unity's Declaration on the Eenuclearization  of Africa.

The worst aspect of this whole matter is that if we are not careful the racist

Ggime of Pretoria, which is notorious for its failure to respect basic human

rights and dignity, could one day use its nuclear weapons as an instrument of State

terrorism, aggression and blackmail.

We firmly believe that current disarmament efforts may fall short of the

expected results if that grave situation is not resolved and if the production, use

and stockpiling of bacteriological weapons are not subjected  to closer scrutiny

with a view to finding a definitive solution.

In this context, we Welcome  the fact that the Paris Conference of

January 1989, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, the League of Arah States, and

the Islamic Conference Organisation have already reiterated their acute concern and

weaffirmed the determination of their members to support any useful initiative in

the important area of disarmament. It is thus imperative to continue meetings,

consultations and negotiations so that all aspects of the suestion may he hetter

considered, and our world may be rid of weapons, whether nuclear, chemical, or

merely conventional.
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It is in this light that the Senegalese delegation welcomes the work done by

the Conference on Disarmament, the Disarmament Commission, and the Advisory Group

on Disarmament. We also appreciate the consistent efforts of the Secretary-General

to promote peace and security throughout the world.

As I said at the beginning of my statement, general and complete disarmament

iS Of particular interest to my country because we are convinced that without pace

and security all development efforts are doomed to failure. This is particularly

true for the young nations which, hecause  of their scant economic potential and

small markets, are compelled to manage their meagre resources rationally.and  to

focus on the establishment of regional and subregional groups.

Unfortunately, developing countries are not spared the grave conseauences of

the arms race and the growth of military spending. SuEfice it to note that the

armunt  of money spent by developing countries on importing arms accounts for more

than 40 per cent of their external debt. To this can be added the fact that value

of the arms exports.by the rich to the poor countries is practically ecJUiValent to

the official development  assistance granted to the latter. Furthermore, it has

recently been revealed in World Military and Social Expenditures that world

military expenditure is equal to the total income of the 2.6 billion inhabitants of

the 44 least developed corTntries. For its part, the United Nations Children's Fund

(UNICBF)  has observed that an amount eaual to twice its annual budget - that is,

$500 million - corresponds to the amount spent on armaments by the international

community in four hours.
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Yet, according to the United Nations Educational, Soientific  and Cultural

OrqBniaation (UNESCC)  ,  $300 mil l ion a  year  would  euffice for  the  vaocination  of  al l

the children in the woe ld against the six msin childhood diaeaSe8.

Thee0  few examples show the truly noble character of our taek of establiehinq

a world of pmce, secu r i t y  and  so l ida r i t y ,  a  mieeion  w h i c h  deserves  our  unanimoue

support.

My delegat ion earnest ly  hopes that  consenaua  wi l l  inaceasingly replace vot ing

in  decieion-tak  ing  in  the  First Commit tee .  Thie  hope  is not  u topian ,  beoauee  the

deeire for  general  and complete  d isarmament  is ehared by all  States ,  ancl the

prac t i ce  ia cer ta in ly  n o t  u n t r i e d .

T h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  t o  persevere  i n  aeeking lasting ag reemen t  80 t ha t  paat

difference8 may he  overcom and qreater  emphaaie  put  on areas  of  agreement .

Only in this way can we build the world for which we all  long, in which the

creat ivi ty  of  man wil l  he  us& exclualvely  for the benef i t  of  a l l  mankind.

Mr .  NACURY (Jordan)  ( i n t e rp re t a t i on  f rom Arab ic )  : I t  qives me great

pleasure, f irat, to conqtatula te the Chairman, on hehalf of  my delegat ion,  on his

e lec t ion  to  h is  impor tant  poet . This ahaws how much the melThere  of the Committee

va lue  his g rea t  sk i l l s . I also wish to conqratulate  the other members of the

Bureau, and wish the Chairman and them 8ucceR8 in guiding our deliberations.

?M WJ fo l low the  debates  in  the  Firet Commit tee  th ia  year,  we cannot  but

express  ou r  fu l l  Ra t i a f ac t i on  a t  t h e  positive c l i m a t e  t h a t  r e i g n s  a n d  t h e  h o p e f u l

signe o f  t he  po.qnihle  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  d e s i r e d  o b j e c t i v e s . T h i s  ie a  r e s u l t  o f

the  objec t ive  circumstancee  engendered hy the  ntmonphere  of in ternat ional  de tente

which characterizes th o relations hetween the two Super-Powers and ia beginning to

h e a r  f r u i t  i n  t h e  curhinq o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  arms r a c e ,  w h e t h e r  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o

nuclear , chemical or conven t ion al weapons. �f t  ie alm a reRu1 t  of  the  a  ttemptcl  to
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arrive at rppropr iate solution6  to a number of regional mea tione that appeared

intCaOtahl0 in the atmosphere of international polarisation  that prevailed in the

p m t .

We in Jordan have welcomed the reeul  ta of international detente,  aa iell aa

the atmosphere of ddtente iteelf. We hope that the results will extend to our

region, the Middle Eeet, to oantribute  to the attainment of a juet, peaceful and

comprehensive solution of our problems ,  a t  the  core  of  which ie the  Palee t in  ian

problem. I

We have received with joy, as haa the whole world , the newa of the aqreemsntr

reached hy the two super-Powers during the paat two years, the latest of which W(LB

the outoome  of the fourth meeting , wh ich took place recently in Wyoming, of the

American Secretary of Stab and the Soviet Foreign Mini8 ter.

We followed cloeely  and with great interest the initiative concerning chemical

weapons announoed by the United States President, Mr. George Buah, in his statemnt

before  the General  Asse*ly th is  year, a8 well as the positive response to that

initiative by the Soviet Foreign Miniuter  when he spoke in the Acrnembly.

These  great aoh ievemen  ts , which were the result of the ddtente  that now

charaaterizes the relationship between the two super-Powers,  reflect the reality Of

the profound change in the pal ltical will of the two countr ice and the change of

course from r ivalry and the  consol idat ion of  thei r  arsenals  of  weapons of  all

kinds,  especially  weapons of mase  destruction, towards  cooperation  in  hal t ing  and

reversing  the  a rms  r ace . We have seen for  the  f i rs t  t ime s ince  the  beginninq  Of

the  co ld  war the  destruction  of a number  of  typeR of  in termediate-range missiles

a n d  t h e  tranAfortnation  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  numherR  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  armt?  i n t o  equipment

to  he  urred  for  peaceful  purpoflee.

W h i l e  recoqnizinq  thn importance  o f  t h e  trilateral. tal.ks between t h e  t w o
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tha t  it ie equa l l y  impor t an t , i n  o r d e r  t o  aohieve  t h e  desired  goals, t o  atrive to

develop  this p r o c e e e  80 aa t o  secure t h e  partioipation  o f  t h e  largeat  poeaible

number of States. My country, Jordan, believea  that the proceee of disarmament  ia

a nurtter of the utmost eeriourneee and importance. It oalle for wider

par ticipr tion by the in terna tional community, for  the  cause  of in ternat ional  pace

and security cannot succeed through the prohibition of one type of weepon)

agreement on a total ban on weapona of every type ie neoe88arya Furtherrrore,  t h e

arme race coneumee vast sum6 and resourcea which, if devoted to development, would

lead to  great  prosper i ty  for  a l l  mankind.

During the current debate, we have heard many speakers, including

repreeen ta fives of the nuclear Powere, streeeing  the  need  to  respect  the

non -p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty  and  ca l l i ng  fo r  un ive r sa l  a coeee ion  t o  it, s i n c e  i t  ie

considered the corner-etone  of the prooese of negotiating further agreemnte to

reduce arms. The representa t ive  of Canada eaid tha t  the  fact tha t  not  a l l

countries have acceded to the Treaty will affect the negotiating proceaal  beoaure

no country can agree to the reduction of chemical or conventional weapons!  if it

feels that  other countr ies can soquite nuolear weapona.

My country ,  Jordan,  which haa adhered to  the non-prol i fera t ion Treaty  since  i t

was opened for  s ignature  in  the  deposi tary  Sta  tee , aetaoc  ia t e e  i t s e l f  w i t h  a l l  those

that urge all countr  ice which have not yet done 80 to accede to the Treaty aa the

so l e  i n s t rumen t  a t  p r e sen t  ava i l ab l e  tha t  ca inepire i n  a l l  c o n c e r n e d  the

confidence needed to accept a comprehensive ban on the development, testing  and

stockpi l ing of  these weapons of  terror  and ul t imately  a ban on arms of all types

and  fo rm.

My country,  Jordan expreesee  i ts  anxie ty  concerning the  prol i fera t ion of

nucl ear weapone. I t  faces  a  direct  threat ,  because these weapons exis t  in  our
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region and in our neighbourhood , oontrary to our constant demand that the Middle

Eaat be conaidercdd  a nuoloar-weapon-free  acme, Our concern is shared by all the

oountriee of the world,  because euoh  weapon8  CM cause ma88 destruction the  effeota

of which Would etretch far beyond the oountriee using euch weapons.

It  ie ncn# indisputably clear bo the  wor ld  in  general  that  Israel  poeeeseea  the

capability to produce nuclear weapona, if I t doea not in fact poasees  auoh weapons

as well aa the neoeeaary delivery vehicles. In  sp i te  of  th i s , I s r a e l  etubbornly

refuses to accede to the non-proliferation Treaty and to place its nuclear

facilitiee under the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) eafequarde System.
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Thir oawea ue and all the oountriee of the req ion profound alarm, in view of the

threat it porrr to the peace and mecur I ty of the area.

In the light of this,  and in aonjunotion with brother Arab oountriea,  Jordan

haa submi tbd  a  dra f t  reeolution to  t h e  Comittee expceaeing  d e e p  oonaern a t  the

dangerr inherent in Israeli  nuclear armmente  and oalling cm the international

oomunity to urge Iemael to adhere to the agreements and treaties adopted by the

whole world for the purpose of controlling the proliferation of nuolear weaponrr,

We hop that oountrier,  that advocate adherenoe to the non-proliferation  Treaty will

join w in urging Israel  bo accede to  that  Treaty.  In 60 king they would  be

tranrlating t h e i r  worde  i n t o  deede .

Jordan rupporte the eetabliehment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle

Eart, it a lro  rupporta  t h e  ertabliehImtnt  of  similar  eonee i n  o t h e r  parts of the

wor ld . I s rae l  peraiete i n  1tr1 obdurate  a t t i t ude  w i th  r ega rd  to  aoceseion  t o  t h e

non-proliferation Treaty, thus re ta ining the right  to  develop and tes t  nuclear

weapona  and t:;e ab i l i t y  t o  at tack  o t h e r  countriee�  peace fu l  nuc l ea r  faoflitiee,

even when thoee facili tie8 have been placed under the r.�EA  safeguards eyetom,  euch

an attack aotually took place againet  Iraa�s  nuclear  reactor,  which was uaed for

pemcef ul purpoeeR. We bel ieve that  this a t t i tude  on the  par t  of Ierael wi l l  remain

the  baric obetacle  to any progress  towards  the eatabliehment of  a

nuclear-weapon-free zone in the reg ion l

The a t tent ion  we devote  to  the  ques t ion  of  nuclear  weapona does  not leeaen our

intereet in  the  impoeition  of a han o* the  product ion  of  chemical  and

hatter iolcqica~  weapons, a eubject  which  i s  now the  focue of in ternat ional

at ten tion. ‘Ibgether with other countries, Jordan a t tended the  Parie Conference,

convened to reaffirm tile 1925 Protocol banning chemical weapons. With other Arab

oountriee, Jordan welcomed the Canberra Conference ,  whom purpoee was  to  dieouae.



MLT/ras A/C. 1/44/w. 23
62

(Mr. Naoury, Jordan)

pract ical  msaaures  concerninq  a  comprehensive  convent ion  on chemical  wespons. We

hops  that those  effor ts  wi l l  bear f rui t  in  the form of an agreement  on a

comprehensive ban on such weapons.

Fina l ly , I  w i sh  t o  r e f e r  t o  t he  consensus  r e f l e c t ed  i n  s t a t emen t s  msde  by

par t ic ipat ing countr ies concerning reaff i rmat ion of  the  role  of  the  Uni ted Nations

i n  internationai  negot ia t ions  and  i nc r ea sed  e f fo r t s  t o  expand  i t s  r o l e .  The

internat ional  Orqaniza t ion  should  beconre  the  bas ic  ins t rument  in  ensur ing tha t

mu1  t i la tera l  negotiat ions achieve  the  necessary  progress  towards  l imi  tinq

armamsn  ta. For  the  Organisat ion groups  together al l  countr ies  of the  wor ld  and

r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  h o p e s  f o r  a  h e t t e r  f u t u r e , f ree f rom dest ruct ive  weapons? i t  i s  the

source of hope for a better life for mankind. I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  i t s  a t e a d f a s t  b e l i e f

in  the  pr imary role  of  the United Nat ions , my country  hopes  that  the  emphasis  that

we have heard  put  on this is  an  express ion of  genuine  and constant  fa i th  in  that

ro le  and not  merely of  a  se lec t ive  process  by which countr ies  resor t  to  the  Uni ted

Na t ions  when i t  i s  i n  their i n t e r e s t  t o  d o  s o  a n d  t o t a l l y  d i s r e g a r d  i t  when i t  is

not.

The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m.


