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The meetinq was called to order at 10.20 a.m.

STATEMmT  BY THE CHAIRMAN

The  CHAIFWOJ  ( in terpreta t ion f rom Spanish)  I I  s h o u l d  l i k e  a t  t h e  outset

to extend a warm welcome to all deleqations  par ticipatinq  in the First Committee at

the current session. I also take this opportunity to express my profound

apprecia t ion to  a l l  Member  Sta tes  for  the  honour  and privileqe  they have conferred

upon me and my country by electinq  me as Chairman of th is auqus t body. I thank you

all most warmly and sincerely for the confidence that you have phod in me.

I should also like to express my heartfelt qratftude to Ambassador Yves

Fortier,  Permanent Representative of Canada, for qraciously  nominatinq me for the

posi t ion of  Chairman of  the  Firs t  Comittee. I request him to k indlv convey, on

behalf of the Committee and on my own behalf,  our sincerest qratitude to mv

predecessor , Ambassador James Douqlas Roche, for the skilful and effective manner

in  which  he  pres ided over  our  proceedinqs  last  year , a s  we l l  a s  fo r  h i s  siqnificant

contr ibut ion  to  the  resul t s  achieved by our Commit tee  a t  the  for ty- thi rd  sessioir  of

the General Assemblv.
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As 1 under take mv new responsibitities  i t  i s  qratifyina for  me to  know that  1

can count on the co-operation and supper  t of all members of this Committee, as well

as  on the  valuable  knowledqe, experience and competence of the

Under-Secretary-General  for  Disarmament  Affairs ,  Mr. yasushi  Akashi,  the

Under-Secretarv-General for Political and Security Council. Affa ir4,

Mr. Vasiliy Safronchuk, and the  Secretary  of  the  Firs t  Commit tee ,

Mr.  Sohrab Kheradi ,  and his  colleaques  in  the  Secre tar ia t ,  who wi l l  cont r ibute  to

the successful completion of our work,

For  my part ,  in  keepins  wi th  the  t rus t  you have placed in  me I  in tend to

discharge  my responsibi l i t ies  wi th  the  f i rm determinat ion to  ensure  that  our

business  i s  conducted ef f ic ient ly  and that  our  endeavours  meet  wi th  success .

ELECl'ION OF THE VIC%-CHAIRMEN  AND THE RAPPORTEUR

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish) : Be fo re  proceedinq  t o  t h e

f i rs t  i tem on our  aqenda,  tha t  i s ,  the  e lec t ion of  the  Commit tee’s  Vice-Chairmen

and Rappor teu r , I  should  Like  to  draw the  Commit tee’s  a t tent ion  to  the  decis ion

taken by the General Assembly at its 193Sth meetincl  on 22 September 1971,

concerninq  the  procedure  for  the  e lec t ion of  off icers  of  the  Main Commit tees .

Accordinq  t o  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h a t  d e c i s i o n , the nomination of candidates should be

l imi ted  to  one  s ta tement  for  each candidate ,  a f ter  which the  Commit tee  should

imrnedia  tely proceed to the elect ion. The Commit tee  wi l l ,  therefore ,  fo l low that

procedure today.

----- - ----- .--- __--
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Mr. BAYART  (Monqol ia) : Allow m e  first o f  a l l  t o  conqratulate  v o u ,  S i r ,

most warmly on your unanimous and well-deserved election as Chairman of the First

Committee. W delectation  is  convinced that  wi th  your  weal th  of  exper ience ,  vour

knowledae  and competence in disarmament and international security nratters YOU  will

conduct our work in a hiqhlv  effective manner and that the Committee will achieve

s u b s t a n t i a l  r e s u l t s . I  assure  vou,  Sir ,  of  mv deleqat ion’s  support and

co-operation in th is endeavour.

Yav  I  t ake  th i s  opportunitv  t o  exp re s s  mv d e l e q a t i o n ’ s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a n d

qra titude to your predecessor, Ambassador Douqlas  3oche of Canada, far his

dedicated service  rendered to  the  Commit tee  las t  year . In my capaci ty  as  one of

the  VicHZhairmen  I  shared his  important  dut ies  and qreatlv benef i ted  f rom his

oxper  ience and n eqo tia tinq  sk ills  , Let  me abo exDress our  thank8 to  the  then

ViceCha  irman of the Commit tee, Mr. V i c t o r  Ratiouk o f  t he  Ukra in i an  Sov ie t

Socia l i s t  Republ ic ,  and the  Rappor teur  Mr. Virqil io Reyes of the Phil ippines.

I now have pleasure in submittinq the candidature of Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahmy

of EqYPt  for  the  post  of  Vice-Chairman. Rorn in New York in January 195 1,

Mr. Fahmv qraduated from the American University in Cairo in 1974 with the deqree

Of Bachelor of Science in physics and mathematics and then, in 1976, he received a

Master of Arts Aeqree in manaqement from the same Universitv. From

February 1974 to March 1976 he worked as Political Officer in the Cabinet of the

Secretary of the President for External Communications and in the Cabinet of the

Vice-President of EqVDt , In 1976 Mr. Fahmv joined  the Foreiqn Yinistrv  of his

country  and unt i l  1978 was  the  Pol i t ica l  Off icer  in  the  Cabinet  of  the  DeDUty Prime

Minis ter  and Yinis tcr  for  Foreiqn Affairs . From 1978 to 1982 Mr. Fahmv served at

the Eqyptian  Mission to the United Na tionn in Geneva and worked as the

representative to the Conference on Disarmament, the International Labour
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Orqanfsatfon  a n d  o t h e r  speoialized aqencies. In 1982 Mr, Fahmy returned to his

country and beaan work in the Yin istry for Foreion  Affa irs and International

Orqan iza t ions Department , where his respons ibil. i t ies included the Middle East,

Pales tine, disarmament, and peaceful nuclear enerqv issues. From 1986 until  todav

Mr. Fahmv has served as Counsellor at the Fqyptian  Mission to the United Nations in

New York and he was a member of the Fayptian  deleqation to the fortv-first,

f o r ty - second  and  fo r ty - th i rd  s e s s ions  o f  t he  Gene ra l  Assemblv  and  r ep re sen t a t i ve  t o

the  Fi rs t  and Specia l  Pol i t ica l  Commit tees . He w.1‘ also a member of the Favptian

deleqat ion  to  numerous  Genera l  Assembly sess ions  and interqovernmental  conferences ,

par  titularly meet inqs  on  in ternat ional  secur i ty, disarmament and nuclear issues and

the Middle East, and the  Second and Third  Review Conferences  of  thy?  Par t ies  to  the

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the United Nations Conference

for  the  Promotion of  Internat ional  Co-operat ion in  the  Peaceful  Uses  of  Nuclear

Enerqv, Rapporteur of the Committee on Principles, the General Conference of the

International Atomic Enerqv Aqency, and neqot ia tions on the second disenqaqemen t

aareement between Eqypt and Israel.

Rear ins in mind all  those superb qua1 ifications I be1 ieve that Mr. Fahmv is

wel l  qual i f ied  to  be  a  Vic-Chairman of  the  Firs t  Commit tee  and T therefore

nominate  him  for  e lec t  ion  to  tha t  pos t .
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Suanish)  : I thank the representative

of Monaolia  for the nomination of Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahmy of EqvPt  to the Dost of

Vice-Chairman. I thank him also for his kind remarks addressed to me. I wish to

convey to him the Committee’s anprecia tion for his invaluable contribution t0 the

work of the Committee in his capacity as Vice-Chairman durinq last vear*s session.

I would also take this opportunity to underscore the excellent work he did as

Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Conference on Disarmament.

There beinq no other nomination I shall take it that, in accordance with

rule 103 of the rules of procedure and in keepinq  with established practice, the

Cormtittee wishes to dispense with the vote by secret ballot and to declare

Mr. Mohamed Nabil Fahm)  elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr. Mchamed  Nabil Fahmy (Eayotl was elected Vic-Chairman of the First

Committee by acclamation.

Mr. OGRYZKO  (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist RenublicC  (interpretation from

Russ ian)  : I have asked to sneak to nut forward a. candidate for We post Of

Vice-Chairman,  but first of all I should like to conqratulate  you most warmly, Sir,

on your election to the hi+ and responsible nest of Chairman of the First

Committee  and to wish YOU every success in the carrvinq  out of your comulex tasks

durinq the fortv-fourth session of the General Assembly. I exrxess the hope that

under vour qu idance  and with the active and DOS itive participation of all metiers

of the Committee, we shall be able bv the end of the session to reqister orocrress

in the First Committee’s multilateral efforts aimed at the implementation  of

concrete disarnrament  measures.

Nh ile exPr ess inq our best w ishes for your success, I am convinced also that

manv  metiers of the Committee are still mindful of the example set bv vour
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predecessor, Mr. Doualas Poche,  who Aurino  the previous  aeasion clearlv  Proved that

Sincere and firm adherence to the cause of disarmament could  be crowned with

Succes8  even in  s i tua t ions  tha t  seem to  be  wi thout  i ssue . I  ehould  l i k e  t h e

representa t ive  of  Canada in  our  Commit tee  to  be  so  k ind as  to  t ransmit  the  qeneral

feeline  of  a ra t i t ude  and  enthueiasm  fe l t ,  I  am su re ,  bv manv  member8  o f  t he  First

Committee who had the pleasure of workinq under the quidance of Ambcnsador Roche, a

tireleee  f i q h t e r  f o r  disarmament witi a  v i e w  t o  strenqthenina qeneral  Security.

Thanks  t o  h i s  e f fo r t s ,  manv i m p o r t a n t  r e s o l u t i o n s  qere adop t ed  by  coneeneus.

The present ses8 ion, as  you q u i t e  juqtlv  no t ed ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  i s  startim i n

much more pr opi ticrus  circurre  tances. we must  take ful l  advantase  of the

oppor tuni t ies  offered by these  condi t iona  to  ensure  qrmter  securi ty at  a  lower

level of armaments.

Even in a year of bumper crops ,  one  ha s  +n work  ha rd  t o  ach ieve  reeults.  In

order not to let  this chance slip awav, we must all work lons and hard, ConbininQ

our  e f fo r t s  under your  l e ade r sh ip ,  sir, and that  of  the  Bureau headed bv vou.

I  have the  honour  to  nominate  for  the  post  of  ViceChairman  of  the  FirFIt

Conm\ittee a t  the  for  W-four th  sess ion of  the  General  Aseemblv the  representat ive  of

the  Is lamic  Republ ic  of  I ran ,  the  Counsel  of  the  Permanent  Miss ion of Iran at  the

United Nations Office in Geneva, Mr. Hassan Mashhadi.

Mr. Mashhad  i!as for many Years taken par t  in  the  considera t ion of  ques  tiOnR

relcrtinq t o  fre&inq t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  oommunitv f rom the  bu rden  o f  exces s ive

arrnamen ta. Our  deleqat ion,  l ike  o thers  in  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee ,  of ten  had occas ion

to co-operate with Mr, Mashhadi,  who s ince  1986 haFl headed the  deleqat ion  of  Iran

in the First Committee. I am convinced that you, Mr. Cha irman, also had an

oppor tuni ty  of  co-operat ina  wi th  Yr. Mashhadi in Geneva durino  the work of the

Conf erunce on Disarmament. Yr .  Mashhad i  ha9 t aken  pa r t  i n  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  s i nce
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l.985. In the recent past,  he has been Chairman of the Geneva Disarmament

Conference and Chairman aP its Group of 21, and he took part in the work of the

in ternat ional  conference  on cfiemical weapons in  January this  veer in  Par is .

Mr.  Yaahhadi’s previous  diolomatic  ac t iv i t ies  and our  exper ience  in  personal

contacu with him assure tm that our colleaque  fully poaaessse  the enerw of youth,

t h e  macure expe r i ence  o f  t he  ac t i ve  pa r t i c i pan t  in m u l t i l a t e r a l  d i p l o m a t i c

processes , and devoted  adherence  to  the  purposes  and pr inc ip les  of  the  Uni ted

Nat ions  Char ter ,

I  cons idler  tha t  the  candidncv  of  Mr. Manhhadi  ful ly  meets  the  di f ferent  and

aomplcx requirements for members of the Bureau. I have the pr ivileoe of tak ins

t h i s  opoor t un i t v  t o  a sk  a l l  me&era  o f  t he  F i r s t  Conanittec  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o p o s a l

f!or the election of Mr. Hassan Mashhadi as Vice-Chairman.

The CHAIRMAN  (interrxetation  from Soanish) I I  t hank  t he  r ep re sen t a t i ve

of  the  Ukrainian Sovie t  Socia l is t  Republ ic  for  the  nomination of

Mr. Hassan  Mashhadi  of  the  Is lamic  Republ ic  of  I ran  for  e lec t ion to  the  post  of

Vice-Chairman, I  should  l ike  to  thank him also  for  the  kind words  he  addressed  to

me. 1 should like him to convey the Committee’s appreciation of the outstandinc

con tr ihu tion of Ambassador Victor Ba tiouk to the work of the Committee in h is

CaPaCitV  as Vice-Chairman dur inq the for tv-th ird sess ion.

Since there is no other nomination, T s h a l l  t a k e  i t  t h a t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  with

r u l e  103 o f  t h e  r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u r e  a n d  i n  keepino w i t h  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e

Cormnittcrt o n c e  aoain wiahcp  t o  d i s p e n s e  wtth t he  vo t e  by  secret b a l l o t  a n d  t o

declare Mr, Hasr:an Mashhadi elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by

acclamation.

MK. Hassan Mashhadi (Islamic RepubLic of: Iran) was elected Vice-Chairman ofI

t h e  F i r s t  Cfjmrnittee  by  aac:Iaml~ion.-.
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The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish) t I  wish  to  express  to  the  two

Vioe-Chairmen  my sincere and warmest conqratulations  on the well-deserved honour

that has been conferred upon them and assure them that thev shall enjov  my complete

confidence and co-operation as we endeavour jotntlv  to Aiecharqe the

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  e n t r u s t e d  t o  u s .

Mr .  REYES  (Ph i l i pp ine s )  ( i n t e rp r e t a t i on  f rom Span i sh )  8 F i r s t  o f  a l l  I

should like to express the Philippine delsqation’s  meet sincere consratulations to

you, Sir, on your unanimous election to the chairmanship of the Firet  Committee.

In  v i ew o f  t he  lonq-atandinq  f r i endsh ip  and  f r a t e rn i ty  between o u r  t w o  c o u n t r i e s ,

you may be assured of our complete support in the discharqe  of your

responu  ibilities  as Ct,a irman. I wish also to conqratulate  the two Vice-Chairmen on

t h e i r  e l e c t i o n . Las t ly ,  I  w i sh  to  exp res s  my  bes t  wiehes  t o  t he  Sec r e t a r i a t  and  i n

par t icular  to  Mr.  Kheradi ,  whose ass is tance is  of  qreBt  value  to  our work.

In  my capaai tv  as  Rapporteur  of  the  Commit tee  a t  the  for tv- thi rd  sess ion of

the General Assembly and followinq  a well--established tradition, it  ia my honour

and pr ivilbqe to nominate Mr. rltmitr  ha Platia, First Secretary of  the  Permanent

Mission of Greece to the United Natio,ls in New York, a s  Rapporteur  o f  t h e  F i r s t

Commi  ttse.

Aorn in 1956, Mr, Platin attended the University of Athens, where he obtained

h i s  d e q r e e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e s  i n  1 9 7 8  a n d  a  deqreo  i n  l a w  i n  1980.  He  was

Attach6 in 1981 and Third Secretary in 1983. I n  t h e  l a t t e r  p o s t  h e  s e r v e d  i n  t h e

diplomat ic  cabinet  of  the  Pres ident  of  the  Republ ic . In February 1986 he was

Promoted to Second Secretary in the Depnr tment of International Economic Aqencies

of the Min is try of Foreiqn  Affairs. In nuquat  1987 he  was  assiqned  to  the

Permament Mission of Greece to the [Jnited  Nations, where he nCkJ works on

disarmament  affairs  and Leqal  Committee affairs . Xn 1988 he  was  promted  to  the

pos t  o f  F i r s t  Sec re t a ry .
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Fran 1985 to 1987 he  pa r t i c i pa t ed  a s  a  m e m b e r  i n  meetinqe  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l

economic waencies such BB the General Aoreement on TarifQs and Trade and the United

Nations Conference on Trade and Development and alao in the wepara tion and final

adoption of the aqrsement aqainst  mar itime  terrorism which took place in Rome and

London  under  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  OP t he  In t e rna t i ona l  Mar i t ime  Grqaniqation.  In

addition to his native lanquaqe, Mr. Platie  speaks Enqlish,  French and I ta l ian.

Bearinq  a l l  0e these q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  m i n d , I  would ask the  repreaentativea

unanimouely  t o  acoeDt t he  cand ida tu r e  o f  Mr, Platia ae Rappor t eu r  o f  t he  F i r s t

Comitee  and to  p lace  in  h im thei r  complete  conf idence  for  the i r  work that  wi l l  be

ass iqneA to Ii im.

The CHAIRMAN ( in terpr 3ta tion trom Span ieh) t I  thank the  representat ive

of t h e  P h i l i p p i n e 8  f o r  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  Mr. Dimitrioa  Platia t o  the Wt o f

Rapper t e u r  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Cormnittee.

I  shou ld  a l so  l i ke  t o  t hank  hi:n fo r  t he  k ind  words ilo  addreseed  t o  m e . I am

certain that  I  am expreasim the  sent iments  of  the  ent i re  membership  of  the

Committee when I offer our th,.. .;s to him for the task he 80 ably performed ae

Rapporteur at the fortv-third  aesaion of the General AseemW.

The representa t ive  of  the  Phi l ippines  has  nominated  Mr. PlatiR  to  the  pogt of

Rapporteur of the First Committee. AS t he r e  a r e  no  o the r  nomina t i ons ,  I  sha l l  t ake

i t  tha t  the  Commit tee  wiohen as before  to  d ispense  wi th  the  vote  by secre t  ba l lo t

and to  declare  Yr, Pla tis elected Rapporteur of the First Committee by acclam time

Mr. DimitriOR  Platin (Greece)  WXI e l e c t e d  R a p p o r t e u r  o f  t h e  F i r s t  C o m m i t t e e  b y

aaalama tion.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish) : I  wish to  express  mv warmest

conaratlrlstions  to  the  representa t ive  of Greece upon h is  e lec t ion  as RaPPorteur  nf

the First Committee, I  invi te  h im now to  take  t .he  p lace  reser\ ~3 for  h im at  the

podium.
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I wish to draw the attention of members of the Committee to rule 110 of the

rulea of! Proosdure of the General Assembly, which reads as foLlc~sr

“Conqratulatiam to  the  Of f i ce r s  o f  R M a i n  Committee  s h a l l  n o t  b e

expressed except  by the  Chairman of  the  nrevious  sess ion - or ,  in  h is  absence ,

bv a member of h ia deleqa tion - after  aI’1 the  off icers  of  the  Commit tee  have

been e lec ted .”

I  would l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h i s  r u l e  b e  resPected  a n d  t h a t  i t  b e  a p p l i e d  t o d a y

anrl from now on. I  s h o u l d  b e  p e r s o n a l l y  qrateful  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i f  thev w0ul.d

dinpense with  the  customary conqratulatory  words  a t  the  beqinninq  of  thei r

etatementf3.

T new qive the  flmr to  the  representa t ive  of  Canada,  who wil l  speak on behalf

of Ambassador James Douqlas M&e,  Chairman of the First Committee at the

fo r ty - th i rd  s e s s ion  o f  t he  Gene ra l  Aesemblvx

Mrs. MASON (Canada): A t  t he  ou t s e t  I  w i sh  not o n l y  t o  conqratulate  you ,

Sir ,  on aasuminq our  chai rmanship  but  alao to  thank you, both personal lv  for  your

kind wordo of welcome and on !, khalf o f  A m b a s s a d o r  Roche, wt,..osa  privileqe it ;?as t o

serve as  Chairman of  the  Firs t  Commit tee  at the  for ty- thi rd  sess ion of  the  Generel

Assembly,

Ae we a l l  know,  Ambassador Taylhardat  is  current ly  Venezuela’s  Ambasoador  to

the Office of the Uniter3  Nations and the specialized  aoencies  in Geneva. He is

alsio Venezuela’s representative to the Conference on Disarmament, where he has

served with  qreat Ais t inc t ion  for  more  than ten  vears. In  add i t i on ,  he  ha s

accumulated  considerable  exper t i se  in  multilateral  neqotiations  throuqh his

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  reqular  and  spec i a l  s e s s ions  o f  t he  General  Aeserrhlv

and in  many other  bodies ouch  a9 the  Ro;lrd of Gove,rnors  of  the  Internat ional  Atomic

Enerqy Aqency, the United Nations Tndua  trial Development Orqenization,  and 8 nUffber

o f  mu l t i l a t e r a l  con fe r ences . He  ban also se rved  h i s  col;ntry in  a  va r i e ty  o f  o the r
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diplomatic positions, includim those oe Anbaosador  to Haiti, Cuba and the European

Economic Community . He is also A  hiahly respected  scholar in  law and in ternat ional

rela tfons. AS Ambassador Fortier  noted on 19 September last, when he had the

honour to nominate Ambassador Tavlhardat for the poloition  of  Chairman of the First

Committee, i t  is our deep convic t ion  tha t  Ami~assador  Tavlhardat brines an

cutstandinq  combination of experience and talent to this important position.

In this, my first statement in the Committee, I shall not present the kind of

detailed report on the work that was carried out here last year which the retiring

Cha irman tradi tiona lly de1 iver a, I was  not  present  and I do  not th ink  i t  would  be

appropriate for me to attempt to do so in Ambassador Roche’s  place. Nev er th el es8 ,

there  are  a  few comments  that  I  would l ike  to  make a t  th is  meetins.

Firs t  of  al l ,  p lease  be  assured of  my own readiness  and that  of the  Canadian

deleqation to provide vou, Mr. Chairman, with all possible assistance and

co-operation as YOU  fulfil  vour important mandate.

I  a lso wish sinoerelv to  conaratulate  Mr. Yohamed Nabil Fahmv of Eqypt and

Mr.  Hassan Mashhadi  of  the  131.ITI~C:  Republ ic  of  I ran on their  e lec t ion  as

ViceCha irmen. Similarlv, I  congratulate  Mr,  Dimitrios  Platis of  Greece,  who has

been elected Rapper  teur of our Committee.

1 WOUl.~ al80 like to take this opportunity, on behalf of Ambassador Roche, to

express  h is  qra t t tude  to  all the  members  of  the  Commit tee  f o r  the i r  ac t ive

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n ,  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n 3  to, its work  and  de l i be r a t i ons  a t

t he  fo r ty - th i rd  s e s s ion , T h e i r  c o - o p e r a t i o n  provd pa r t i cu l a r ly  e f f ec t ive  i n

helpino  h im,  a s  ChoirR\an, achieve at Iear; t some of those objectives which, in his

f i r s t  subs t an t i ve  s t a t e m e n t  l a s t  yea r ,  he  se t  out a~1 t a r ae t s ,  based o n  t h e

i n t e n s i v e  p r e p a r a t o r y  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  t h a t  h e  h a d  h e l d  e a r l i e r  w i t h  manv of t h e

individual  representa t ives  of  Member  Sta tes ,
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I know Ambassador Poche would also wish me to express his treat appreciation

for  the  ass is tance which he  received f rom metiers  of  the  United  Nat ions  Secretar ia t

and,  in  par t icular ,  the  Commit tea  Secretary , Mr .  Khe rad i ,  f o r  t he  verv able  way in

which he aided Ambassador Rocht!  in his functions as Chairman, A l l  M r .  Kheradi’s

Sec re t a r i a t  colleaques  j o i n e d  h i m  i n  providinq  the  va luab l e  a s s i s t ance  and

unfailinq  co-operation without which it  would not have been possible for

Ambassador Roche  to chair the Committee effectivelv. I shou ld  a l so  add  t ha t  I

shall be very pleased to convey to Ambassador Roche the kind words of oreiRe  and

thanks that have been extended to him here todav.

This  year  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee  is beqinninq  i t s  work in  an  a tmosphere  once

aqain imbued wi th  hope ,  one  in  which  pas t  confronta t ion  cont inues  tc  qive way to

dialoque,  and in  which  cancer ted  ac t ions  in  9 number  of  forum  are leadinq  to

speci f ic  improvements  in world  secur i ty ,

We can draw encouraqement  from the continuina  neqotiations  between the two

auperPCktera  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  strateqic arms@ a n d  i n  o t h e r

81: eas as  wel l , Mor eov er , the wncrete  and ver if iable aqreements  concluded in 1986

amonq  the 35 participants in the Stockholm Conference on Confidence- and

Security-Buildinq  Measures  and Disarmament  in  Europe,  ‘nave nm led to the current

neqotiatiom  in  Vienna on convent ional  force  reduct ions  an4 fur ther  conf idence-  and

secur ity-bu  ildinq  measur ea.

The continuinq  prwreas beinq achieved bv the Geneva Conference on Disarmament

esceofally in  the  f ie ld  of  chemical  weapons ,  i s  a lso  to  be  welcomed. We are nclw

closer than ever to the development  of a convention banninq chemical weapons, The

two special conferences he13 th is year, t ha t  i n  Pa r i s  i n  Januarv and  t ha t  more

recent ly  in  Canberra ,  have had,  and wil l  have,  an extremely important  and posi t ive
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impect in  this work. Our thanks are due to France and to Australia for their

immrtant  contributions.

Dur ina the forty-fourth seas ion the First Committee will acrain  be takinq UP

what we ail recoqnize as complex issues rehtiq to disarmament  and international

secur itv.
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Once aqain we must make every possible effort to carry out this task

construct ively ,  so  as  to  fur ther  our shared object ive  of  the  eventual  achievement

of qeneral  and complete  d isarmament  u;rder ef fect ive  in ternat ional  control . I n  t h i s

process Canada will continue, as in past years, to  work for  real is t ic  approaches to

arm control and disarmament issues which complement and build on related

developments in other forums, k e e p i n q  i n  m i n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f

achievinq  consensus wherever possible. Canada was especially qratif ied by the

spirit  of co-operation  from all reqional groups which Ambassador Rocne, as

Chairman, experienced at the forty-third session the General Assemblv, and we hope

that a similar business-like atmosphere and w illinqnesa  to compromise will prevail

under your quidance,  Mr, Chairman.

By the time the work of the General Assembly at its forty-third session had

closed,  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee  had not  only  adopted  74  resolu t ions  and 1  dec is ion ,  but

it  had also aqreed on a stronq letter reaffirminq its support far the work of the

Department  for  Disarmament  Affairs  and the need for  i t  to  have adequate  s taff  to

enable  i t  to  carry  out  proper1 * i t s  i n c r e a a i n q l y  h e a v y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  O f  t h e

resolut ions  that  were  adopted in  th is  Commit tee  las t  year ,  29 were  by consensusI  a

fur ther  s ignif icant  advance over  the  for ty-second sess ion of  the  General  Assembly,

and one which represented a continuinq  improvement in our ability to harmonise  our

viewpoints,

I  men t ion  t h i s  f ac t ,  i n  pa r  titular, because i t  was  one of  Canada’s  object ives ,

as  Chair  of the  Firs t  Commit tee  las t  year , to achieve aqreement on texts to the

or ea tes t extent poso ible. Another of our ob jecti\res  was to reduce the nurrber  of

competinq  r e s o l u t i o n s  o n  c e r t a i n  o f  o u r  t o p i c s , either throuqh merqer or by the

withdrawal  of  a l ternat ive  vers ions ,  wherever  that  was possible , I n  t h a t  liqht,

Ambassador Roche had, with qeneral aqreement, made chanqea in the methods of work

of the Committee so as to allow somewhat more ttme for consultations and
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neso t ia t ions. We very much hope that, as our Chairman at this session, You will

continue the efforts to rationalize  our work, so that we may be able to make the

moat productive uae of our time here in New York.

In  closinq,  l e t  m e  acrain pledae ou r  f u l l e s t  co -ope ra t i on  and  a s s i s t ance ,

Mr. Chairman, in the fulfilment of your mandate.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Apanich): On behalf of the officers of

the Committee, as well as on my own behalf, I  thank the  r ep re sen t a t i ve  o f  Canada ,

Ambassador Peqqv Mason, for her kind and qenerous words addressed to the

Vice-Chairmen, the Rappor teur and myself, I t  i s  a  s o u r c e  o f  qreat s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o

me that she haa pledqed her deleqation’a continuous co-operation and support to the

off icers  of  the  Commit tee  in  the  performance of  our  dut ies .

I naJ call upon the representative of Eqypt, Mr. Mohamed Nabil  Fahmy, who has

been e lec ted  as  one  of  the  ViceChairmen  of  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee .

Mr. FAHMY  (Eqypt) : F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  m v  q r a t i t u d e ,

and that of mv countrv, to the members of the First Committee for havinq elected me

Vice-Chairman of this Cornrnitt~~.~  upon the qracioua nomination of Ambassador Bayart

of Monqolia, whoae kind words are sincerely and warmly appreciated. I  i n t e r p r e t

the  suppor t  vou have shckln  bv this  act ion as  a  reaff i rmat ion of  your  fa i th  in

Eqypt OS commitment to disarmament, and th is  wi l l  no  doubt  encournqe us  to  car ry  out

ou r  e f fo r t s  w i th  renwed  viqour  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .

The in ternat ional  communi ty  i s  today in a  s ta te  of  t ransi t ion,  f rom decades  of

confronta t ion and conf l ic t  to  a  fu ture  which wi l l ,  we hope,  be character  ized by

nialoque,  t h e  p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e m e n t  of d i s p u t e s , and in ternn tional co-operation. Anv

Peril3d o f  t r a n s i t i o n  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  one in which &anqe is ~0 manifest,

widespread, and concurrent  throuqhout  many di f ferent  reqions  in  the  wotld,  wi th

their diver se cul tur es, toter  en ts and cancer ns. In  these  c i rcumstances ,  the

challenqes  b e f o r e  u s  h e r e  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  F i r s t  C o m m i t t e e  durinq
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th is  sess ion  loom larqer, inasmuch as they have a qreat bear ins on the SuCCeSS  of

the  world  community’s  effor ts  to  plan for  a  future  in  which peace,  prosper i ty  and

equa l i t y  p reva i l . The  pos i t ions  taken here , and the  resul ts  of our  work wi l l  no

doubt be an indication of whether we are trulv committed to co-operatins  and

workinq  toqether ,  a  commitment  which we bel ieve  i s  a  prerequis i te  for  the  BuCCeSS

of our endeavours.

W i t h  t h e s e  i n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , Mr. Chairman, my deleaation  is

par t icular ly  pleased to  see  you presidinq  over  our Commit tee . Your country I w

lonq-standina commitment to the work of this Oraanization, and your extensive

personal  exper ience  in  both  mu1  tilateral and bi le  tera l  diplomacv,  includinq  the

specif ic  areas  of  in ternat ional  secur i ty  and disarmament ,  are  widelv  recoqnized and

apprecia ted. On a  personal  note ,  I  would add that  I  have had the  pleasure  of

knew inq and wor kinq with you for almost a decade, and I am honoured to do so nm

aaa in .

I would also like to convey my conqratulations  to Mr. Hassan Mashhadi of the

Islamic Republic of I ran and t Mr. Dmitris  Platis of Greece - both of whom I have

worked with  and have knmn  qui te  wel l  over  the  pas t  few vests - on  the i r  e lec t ion

to  the  posts  of  Vice-Chairman and Rappor teur  of  th is  Commit tee ,  respectivelv.  I

shal l  work di l iqent ly  wi th  you,  Mr. Chairman, and the other metiers  of the Bureau,

with the quidance of Under-Secretary-General Vaa iliv Safronchuk, and

Under-Secretary-General Akashi, and of  course  wi th  the  ass is tance of  our  very able

Secro tary , Mr. KheraAi, in order to make our proaeedinqs  as efficient and

succes s fu l  a s  pos s ib l e .

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Soanishl  : I  t hank  t he  r ep re sen t a t i ve

o f  Ewpt, Vice-Chairman of the First Committee, for his kind words addressed to me,
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and I  ful ly reciprocate those  se;:..iments. I am very qra teful that I can count on

hia valuable assistance and co-operation  in the work that l ies ahetvl  of us.

I  nw ca l l  o n  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  I s l a m i c  R e p u b l i c  of  Iran,

Mr. Hsssan  Mashhadi,  who has also been elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee.

Mr .  HASHHADI  ( I s l amic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an )  : T h e  question  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  the

First Committee are amonq the most imPortant, affectinq as they do the very

existence of mank ind. I therefore d&jrn it a qreat honour to be elected as

Vice-Chairman of this Committee. I  would  l ike  to  thank the  metiers of  the First

Comnittes  who elected mo upon the kind nomination by the representative of the

Ukrainian Soviet  Socia l is t  Republ ic ,  Yr . Vladimir Oaryzko, to this hiqh poaition.

I  am very qrateful  for  the  conf idence placed in  the  deleqat ion of  the  Islamic:

Rewblic of  I ran and I  would l ike  to  assure  a l l  met iers  that  I  shal l  do everythins

in  mv power  to contr ibute  to  the  successful  and f ru i t fu l  d iscuss ion of  mat ters

pertainino  to  d isarmament  and in ternat ional  secur i ty  a l located to  our  Commit tee  a t

the  for ty-fourth  sess ion of  the  General  Assembly.

Allow me, MC. Chairman, t,> consratulate  you warmly on your election to this

valuable and commendable post . I t  aives  me areat pleasure  to 5ee vou chairins  our

war k in this Committee. Your profess ional  and personal  qual i t ies ,  as  wel l  as  your

wealth of experience and knowledqe of the subject of our work, have made you an

excel lent .  candidate  for  th is  pos t . You have ably led the Venezuelan deleqation in

the Conference on Disarmament at Geneva in the past and in 1988 I had the pleasure

of: work ina under your wise quidance in the Ad Hoc Committee on the prevention of an

arms race  in  outer  swae. I would also like to conqratulate  you on your new hiah

post  in  the  Venezuelan Minis t ry  of  Foreiqn  Affairs  and to wish vou everv success ,

althouqh your old colleaques  in Geneva will all miss you.
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I wish to avail myself of this opportunity to conqratulate  Brother

Mohamed Nabil Fahmy of Eqypt on his elect ion as Vice-Chairman and

Mr. Dimitrios Platis of Greece as Rapporteur of the Committee. I am sure that with

the assistance of all we will he able to make the work of this First Committee a

success at a time when new international developments in the field of disarmament

and the relaxation of tensions are encouraqinq.
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of the Islamic Rapublic of Iran, ViceCha irman of the Fire t Committee, for his k ind

remark8 addreseed to me. T: look forward a inaerely to h ie valuable aasistanoe and

co-operation in the discherqe of av duties.

I now call on the representative of Gtaeoe, Mr. bimitrios  Platis, the

Comnittee’s  Rapporteur.

Mr. PLATIS (Greece), Rapper teur of the First Commi tteet Permit me at the

outset, Mr. Cha irman, to conqra tulate vou on yocn: well-deserved unanimous election

to preside over the Firclt Committee, My country anA I, personally, are sure that

you will ably lead the work of2 the Committee this year. I oonqratulate  the newly

elected Vice-Chairmen of the Committee, Mr. Mohamed  Nabil Fahmy of the Arab

Republic of Eqypt and Mr, Hassan Mashhadi of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 1

should also like to thank Mr. Virqilio  Reyes, my pr edeceseor a9 Rapwr teur of the

Fi r s t  Commi t t ee  a t  t he  fo r t v - t h i rd  s e s s ion , whose remarkable effort8 qreatly

enhanced the Committee’s work las t year,

Foe mv part, 1 wish only to exoress here my qcatitude to the metier8 of the

Firs t  Commit tee  for  electinq  mr! to  th is  pant on the nominat ion of  mv predecessor ,

Mr. Reyoa. I am loakinq forwArd to co-ooere~tinq  with you, Mr. Chairman, And with

the members OS the SecrstAriar - who have alreadv  ablv demonstrated their skills

and w i l l , f am Bure, continue to demonstrate  them - in promotinq the Committee’s

work and in representirq my counttv , whoge e f fo r t s  w i th  reqard to disarmament  a re

w e l l  kncxvn.

The CHAWMRN (interpretation from Spanish) : i thank the Yapportaur for

his 3 tatement and for hia qenerous remarks Addressed to me and the other officers

oL the Commi ttee. 1 am sure that 1 express  not onlv my own fselinqs but also those

of all the members oE the Committee when 1 say that we are certain that with hiR

close co-oDeration  the work of the Committee will  he successful,
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Havinq elected the officers, the Committee hs concluded its consideration of

t he  f i r s t  i t em  on  i t s  aqenda ,  t he  e l ec t i on  o f  o f f i c e r s ,

ORGANIZATION  OF WORK (A/C. L/44/1,  A/C. l/44/3)

T h e  CHAIRMMJ  ( i n t e rp r e t a t i on  f rom Spanish)  t I  drsm t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f

delesations  to  document  A/C.l/444/1,  of  22 Rsptember 1989,  containinq  a Let ter  of

the same date addressed to me bv the President of the General Assembly informins  me

that  the  General  Assembly,  a t  i t s  th i rd  plenarv  meetina, had decided to  a l locate  26

i tems to  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee  for  i t s  considera t ion,  namely,  asenda i tems 49 to  73

and  151,

Refore I  proceed to  qive a fu l ler  account  of  the  proqramme  of work and

timetable proposed, I would like to provide some preliminary comments for the

Committee’s cona ideration.

Aa me&era  are  al l  Bware, in  accordance wi th  precedent  I  have under taken

consul ta t ions ,  f i rs t  in  Geneva and Later  here  in  New York,  with individual

doleqations  and  q roups  o f  f4eLeqations t o  f ac i l i t a t e  an  aqreement  on the  proqramme

of work and timetable, albeit 1~ an ad referendum basis. It may perhaps also be

Pertinent to mention that, althouqh the purpose and scope of my diSOU6SitJnS  were

mainly to cover the orqanizational  aspects, some attention was also focused on

subs t an t i ve  i s sue s . I  should  add tha t  th is  has  indeed proved to  be  of areat

assistance in ennblinq me to put certain matter6 in proper perspective at the

outset as we proceed to plan and orqanize  our task at the forty-fourth session of

the General Assembly .

Members  wi l l  abo recal l  tha t  aacordinq to  established  Pract ice  the Firs t

Committee beqina  its suh8tantive  work only after the aonclllaion  of the qeneraL

debate in the plenary Assembly. Fur the rmore ,  t he  Gene ra l  Aseembly,  a t  its t h i r d

mee tire , on 20 September  1989, decided, m the General Committee’s recommendation,

that  in  v iew of  the  f inancia l  problems s t i l l  beinq faced by the  Orqanization,  in



W7 A/C.L/44/Pv.2
20

(The Chairman)

the oontewt of the PCOO~WJ  of renewal and reform that is under:  way and in the liqht

of the praotioe  at reoent seaa ions no oloeinq date should be deoided upon at this

time and ever effort should be made TV ourtail to the maximum extent possible the

duration of the Corty-fourth aesaion. Takinq this into aouount  and on the basis of

what the President of the Qeneral  Assembly has indioatti as a tarqet date for

Oompletion  of the work of the Main Committees, we should orqanise our DrorJtamme  in

such a way SI to oomplete the work of the First Committee by 30 November.

The time-frame within which the First Committee will need to cmnplete ita very

subst Intial work, namely, the period extendinq  from 16 Ootober to 30 November, haa

emerqed  l~ioallv and rather inevitably from the rtevelopments and oonsiderstions to

whioh I  have just  referred, The Ftrst Comnittecl will thue have at itcr dieposal  a

maximum of 66 msetinoe  to oonsider the aqenda item before it. I would like to

point out that last vear the Committee, out of 64 meetinqs available to it,

utilised a total of 59 meetinqe. Aooordinaly, I think that if we make a aonoerted

and sincere effort to utilise our time in an effeotive  and effioient manner we Can

Rurely acoomplish our task wit?aut any undue Aiffioulties. Furthermore, should the

need arise far additional time for meetings we oould aoneider utilisinq Thursdav,

23 Novaher,  whioh ie an off ioial  United Nations holiday.

Having s a i d  that, and takinq into account the current financial situation Of

the Unitcad  Nationm, I express the hope that every effort will also be made to avoid

the nscensity fa: anv weekend cx niqht meetinqe, einoe that would AefeAt the very

Purpose of trvinq to encapsulate the Committee's proceedinqs in a shorter period.

Turntnq naJ to We epeoitias of our orqanlzational work,  I  wish b inform

metiers that, based on the extensive ooneultations held to date, I have prepAred

the proPosed proqramme of work and timetable (A/C. l/44/3), which I hope the

Committee will be in a position to approve todav. I n  arrivinq a t  t h i s  propoual
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I have been quided by past practice and preoedente that have evolved durinq recent

years,  which I believe have stood the Firet Cormnittee  in qood stead and have

enabled it to oonduot ite work in a emooth  and ef!Pioient manner.

Aooordinqly, member8 will observe that the consideration of items is divided

into three phBeeat namely, first, the diearmament  items, that is, aqenda items 49

to 69 and 151) next, the item entitled ‘Question of Antarctica", which is aqenda

item 70, end, finallv, the international aeauritv items, namelv, aqenda itema 71,

72 and 73.
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As far as the Proqramme of work reqardinq  disarmament aqenda items is

concerned, owinq to the larqe number of items and the complexitv  of the iasues

involved there ia a further  demaroation  into epecific staaea eeparatinq the aoneral

debate from the consideration and action on draft resolutions under those items.

In additicr,  as in the paat, precise deadlines have been introduced with resPect to

the submission of draft resolutions under all the three qroupinqs. Here it may be

per t inent  to ment ion  that ,  wherever  possible ,  I  have eet  deadl ines  a t  as  ear ly  a

staqe as feaa ible in order to allow sufficient time l?or deleqations to undertake

the neceseary consultations before the Committee proceeds to take action upon the

draft r eeolutions cancer ned.

Aa indicated in the proqramme  of work and timetable, the Committee would first

take U P  the aqenAa i tems relatinq to disarmament - aqenda items 49 to 69 and 1Sl..

With respect to thoee items, I Prowse that the Committee conduot a aeneral debate

u t il iz inq 26 mee tins8 from 16 October to 1 November on all disarmament aqenda

items,  durinq  which Aeleqations  may also speak on any specific issues under the

disarmament items if they so choose. Subsequently , the Committee  would move on to

the consideration of and action on draft resolutions on disarmament items from 2 to

17 November, devotinq 24 meatinqs to that purpme.

I believe that the time set aaide for that phase of our work retains the

useful innovation introduced last year by my predecessor of increa inq the time

available for coneideration  and action on draft resolutions bv some 25 per cent,

T h i s  y e a r  t o o ,  t h e  t i m e t a b l e  p r o v i d e s  s u f f i c i e n t  opportunitv  f o r  d e l e q a t i o n s  t o

c o n s i d e r  t h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  a s  w e l l  as t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h e  necessary consultations

and endeavour finally to a&pt texts that reflect the laraest  post ible deqree of

consensus.
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The deadline for submiss ion of draft resolutiona on disarmament items would be

Monday, 30 October 1989 at 6 p.m., and it is my intention to request your

co-opera t ion  in  adherinq  str ict ly to that  deadl ine. Deleqa  tions are s tronqly

encouraoed  to eubmit and introduce their draft resolution8 as early as possible,

even dur inq the period of the qeneral debate. Furthermore, it ie imperative that

deleqations submit those draft resolutions that could entail proqramrne budqet

implications as early as possible in order to enable the Committee to take action

upon them with a view to meetinq the mandatory deanline required for their

submission to the Pi fth Committee.

I would 1 ike to add that it iu my intention to retain the votinq procedure of

qroupinq dra f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  by c lu s t e r s , and I shall present specific proposals

c o n c e r n i n s  t h i s  i n  due course,

After the conclusion of the consideration of all disarmament aqenda itema, the

Committee will take UP aqenda item 70, entitled “Question of Antarctican. The

Committee will devote six meetings from 20 to 22 November to the qeneral debate and

consideration of and action on any draft resolution under that item, That

const i tu tea  two addi t ional  meet inqs  th is  year  in  cont ras t  to  the  number of  meetinqs

allocated to the item last year.

The deadline for submission of any draft reeolutions under that item will be

Monday, 20 November et 12 noon.

Pinallv,  Aurinq the period 24 to 30 NoverrSser, the Committee will take UP the

remainins aqenda items - items 71, 72 and 73 - r e l a t e d  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  eecurity.

A to ta l  of  10 meetinqe  wil l  be  avai lable  f!or the  qeneral  debate,  considerat ion of

and action on draft resolutions under these aaenda items. Once aqain, I believe

that, based on previous experience, the time allocated to the consideration of

those aqenda items would also enable deleqations to have the necessary time at

the i r  d isposa l  to  hold  consul ta t ions  pr ior  to  ac t  inq  upon them,
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The  deadl ine  ta  submiss ion  of draft resolut ions m internat ional  securi ty

items would be Tuesday, 28 November at 6 p.m. I should like to remind me&era once

aqain that it  is absolutely necessary to meet the deadline Bet for the submmion

to the Fifth Conunittee  of all draft resolutions that may have proqramme  budqet

implications.

Based on the ororxmed proqramme  of work and timetable that I have just

outlined, the First  Committee should be able to dispose of all the asenda items

allocated to it within the time frame to which I have referred.

I should also like to emphasize that this proqramme of work and timetable are

based on the assumption that a due desree  of flexibilitv  will  be exercised in its

implementation, so that the time and reaourcea  available to us can be u til ized in

the most effectivcr  and efficient manner oossible,

I hope that th la proqramme of work , which WM arrived at after due

consul tation and foll(%inq  paa t precedenta, meets with merrbera'  appraval.

If I  hear  no object ion, I  shal l  take i t  tha t  the  Commit tee  adopti  the

Proqramne  of work and timetable contained in document A/(2.1/44/3.

It  was 80 decided .

The CHAIRMAN : I should now like to draw the attention of the memere  of

the Committee to the relevant rules and recommendations of the General Asaemblv

affectins  the work of the Main Committees, inc iudinq those  conta ined  in  Genera l

Aesemblv decia ion 34/40 1. I n  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n ,  I s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e

efficient utilisation Of conference resources has lonq been a major concern of the

General Aaeemblv, BB well  as of us al l .

In keeDinq  w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of  t he  Gene ra l  Assembly,  a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  u t i l i s e

fu l l y  t he  t ime  and  f ac i l i t i e s  made  ava i l ab l e  t o  UB, I shollld  like to have members

c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  convenina  t h e  m e e t i n q s  o f  t h e  Fi rs t  Committee at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

sharp, and I shall similarlv endeavour to adjourn the meetinqa  at 1 p.m. and
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6 p.m. respectively, I also wish to make an appeal to reprssentativee  inecribed to

address the Committee at any qiven meetinq to ensure their timely presence at the

relevant meetinq. I cannot emphasise too stronqly the utmfst  importance of the

need for punctuality in the interest of achievinq economiee  for the Orqaniaation.

It is my conviction that such a policy will enable us to avoid the unnecessary

extension of meetinqs or the need to hold any niqht or weekend meetinqe.

At the same time, I wish to point out that I shall convene meetinqe of the

Committee only if there are sufficient numbers of speakers insoribed to addrem the

Commit tee. I believe that as a qeneral rule we should have no lees than four

speakers for any particular meetinq, for the optimal utilization of the time and

resources available to us, which would aiso obviate the need to adjourn our

meetinqs early, for lack of speakera.
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At this juncture, I  ca l l  on  t he  Sec re t a ry  t o  exp l a in  i n  g r ea t e r  de t a i l  c e r t a in

mat ter8  per ta in ing to  the  smooth functioninq  of  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee .

Mr. KHERADI  (,Secretary of the Committee) I 1 me11 a t t empt  t o  ampl i fy  a

few of the points to which you, Mr. Chairman, nave referred.

I  s h o u l d  l i k e  to  draw t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  fact t ha t  the

General Assembly has decided to depart,  during this session aqain, from the rule

that a quarter of the members must be present before a meeting of a Main COmmittea

may he declared ocen and debate permitted to proc6 1.1. The Assembly made that

recommendation on the understanding that such a departure from the rules did not

involve any permanent change in the relevant provisions of rules 67 and 108 of the

r u l e s  o f  p r o c e d u r e ,  p e r t a i n i n q  t o  t h e  o p e n i n q  o f  maetingsl  whereby  a  majority  Of

members must be present for any decision to be taken.

As is indicated in the programme of work, the list of speaker8 for the general
*.

debate nn all disarmament aqsnda items will he closed on Tuesday, 17 October. Some

deleqa  tions have already indicated their  intention to par ticipato  in the qeneral

debate, and the  Secretar ia t  has  taken note  of  those  requests . Al l  delegat ions  are

r e q u e s t e d  t o  innccine  t h e i r  nsmes on t h e  l i s t  it: speakers at t h e i r  e a r l i e s t

convenience - i f  pos s ib l e ,  even  t oday - to enable the Committee to utilize  fully

the  f ac i l i t i e s  made  ava i l ab l e  t o  i t .

As you, Mr. Chairman, have said, members are requested to submit draft

r e so lu t i ons  a s  f a r  i n  advance  a s  i s  f e a s ib l e  i n  o rde r  t o  p rov ide  su f f i c i en t  t ime

for consul tat ions. T h a t  would a l so  f ac i l i t a t e  t he  Sec re t a r i a t ’ s  t a s k  of  p roces s ing

the drafts in a timely manner. I request members of the Committee to note that

draft reROllltinnS  and amendments and thf? names of sponsors  thereof should be

s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  i n  wtiting, to ensure accuracy and avoid any possible

misunderstanding. Requests for the use of conference rooms for Group meetings
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should  aleo be submitted  in writinq ae early a8 poseihle, so that the neCeaearY

81: ranqemento may be made in time.

I  should  l ike  to  draw the  a t tent ion of al l  me&era  to document A/C.l/44/INF/l,

which haa been ise ued today. It lists, for the purpose of information and readv

reference, all documents before the First Committee iasusd  as of 12 October 1989.

The list will be updated a8 appropriate.

Deleqations  are requested to provide to the conference officers a minimum of

3 0  copiee  o f  a l l  p r epa red  atstementa, fo r  con fe r ence - se rv i c inq  purD08ea.

In conclusion, I  assure  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  the other officers  of the

C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  a l l  representatives  o f  t he  fu l l  co -ope ra t i on  o f  t he  Sec re t a r i a t  o f

the  Fi rs t  Commit tee  as we proceed,  under  the  leadership  of  the

Under-Secretar ies-General ,  to cont r ibute  to  what  we hope wi l l  be  the  succeeeful

outcome of our work,

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish) I I thank the Secretary of the

Commit tee  for  his  explanat ion and for  h is  p ledqe of  complete  co-opera t ion.

I should  like to say a few words about what hae been referred to aa the

rationaliza tion of the work of the First Committee. In a  eenee,  a  q rea t  deal  hao

already been done towards rationalization. I  r e f e r  t o  t he  ve ry  smoo th  and

e f f i c i en t  oroceduree  tha t  have  cha rac t e r  ized ou r  work  in  t he  pa s t , T h i s  ha8

enabled the  Commit tee  invar iably  to  comlete  i ts  d i f f icul t  work within  the  t ime

a l l o t t e d  t o  i t . We are also aware of the larqe number c f aqenda itema CGneidered

by the Committee and of the number of resolutions adooted,

In  view of  th is  and re la ted issues ,  the  Commit tee ,  over  the  years ,  especiRllY

s i n c e  1 9 8 4 ,  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  to add re s s  t he  qucetion  o f  a  fu r the r  rationelization  of

its work, I n  t h i s  respect,  w e  a r e  a l l  v e r y  qrateful t o  eucceesive  Chairmen  w h o
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have pursued the issue. Documents  on this subject, includinq documents A/C= 1/39/g

and A/C, l/43/9,  have been submitted to the Committee. In this respect, I intend to

see that the useful work is continued at this session. I Shall trv to do so Within

an appr  opr ia te framework, includinq,  wherever necessary, consultations with

individuals and Groups. I shall try to keep the Committee informed of the results

0 f my cons1  1 tations.

I should 1 ike to make a s inter e appeal. to all deleqa tions . Until such time as

certain procedures to rationalize the Committee% work have been develop& and

adopted, will they plese do all in their power to promote the efficiency and

effectiveness of our work? of course, this appeal is without prejudice to the

riqht of any delegation  to make proposals it considers necessary.

In view of the importance and comPlexitv of the task that lies ahead Of US,

that every opportunity must be taken for consultation and co-operation. Hence,

with the assistance of the other officers of the Committee and of all delesations

concerned, I s‘nall bend every effort to see to it that the Committee’s work is

conducted svstemaLlcally  and efficiently so that our endeavours may have a

successfu  1 outcome. In this context, I aSSure deleqations that I shall be

available at all times fa any consultations that miqht heir, to broaden areas of

aqreement  with respect to draft resolutions. It iS NW intention to encouraqe  such

consultations as early in our work as possible.

In accordance with the wish expressed by various deletaations of the countries

members of the Conference on Disarmament, I intend to convene an informal meetinq

of the First Committee for consultations - for information Purrxxes  - about the

staqe that has been reached in the neqotiations  in the Conference on Disarmament on

the draft convention on the elimination of chemical WeaPonS.  I believe that Such

consultations are of special importance at a time when it aPpears  that those
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neqotiatiolU w i l l  reeult i n  t h e  r a p i d  Wolution  o f  events, The purpoe0 Of th 8

oonaultatione is to enable States Merrbers  of the United Nat,ione that are not

members of the Conference on Dihazmament, and, therefore, do not participate

direct ly in the nasotiatione  there, to fsmiliarize themselvm  with the current

state of the neqotiatione.
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It ia therefore w intention, as I have said, to aonvene an informal meetinq

of the First Committee, perhape  in the last week of Ootober, I am not YCdt in a

woition to set a epeoifia Bate, beaause the date will in fast depend On the list

Of  RPeakerS,  whioh is st i l l  open; it wil l  be olosed only next Monday, Once we kncm

exaatly what the situation is with respeot to the l ist  of  tapeakere,  I  shall be ab1.e

to Propose  a date for that special meetinq  of the Committee to i,nform deleqatione

of the atate of neqotiatiom in the Conftirenoe on Disarmament.

I t  i s  alSO my in tent ion  to  hole coneultationz  on  o ther  itemn, I  s h a l l  fi:at

consult wit31 other officers of the Committee and deleqations  concerned. In due

couree I shall be makinq opecific proposala  to the Committee in this respeat,

The meetinq rose at 11.35 a-m-


