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�rho meting WM called to order at  10.30 8.m.

ACZNDA  ?I%MS  49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)

GEBJERAL  DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITBlS

Mr. PETROVSKY (Union of Soviet  Socialist  Republics)  ( in terpreta t ion f romw--

Russ ian) I 4110~  mb o n c e  again,  S i r , to  conqratulate  you upon your  e lec t ion  to  your

hiqh office an well as your appointment as your country�s Deputy  Minister for

Foreign Af faita.

The  qeneral debate  in  the  Firs t  Commit tee  on pal i tical issues  damonatrates

t ha t  t h i s  s e s s ion  i s  o rgan i ca l l y  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  n e w  p o s t - c o n f r o n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  t h a t

h a s  hequn i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  ccmmunity. An can he  keenly  sensed in

the  Commit tee �s  de l ibera t ions , t h e  decrire r i go rous ly  t o  sea rch  fo r  way8 of

consol ida t ing  pos i t ive  trends with  pract ica l  decis ions  is a remarkable feature of

t h i s  session.

Tha yearninq for  in ternat ional  co-operat ion and in teract ion amonq al l  State8

and  fo r  i n t e n s i f i e d  a c t i v i t y  b y  mul t i l a t e ca l  m e c h a n i s m s  i s  c l e a r l y  d i s c e r n i b l e  i n

a l l  counetiebf a p p r o a c h e s . Indeed ,  w h e n  we r e f e r  qu i t e  r i qh t l y  t o  t h e  r ev iva l  o f

t,he  IJni ted Na tions, what we mean is mainly Mamher States ! renewed confidence that

t ta ef fect.iveness  can he enhanced, T h e  ml.Iective will o f  S t a t e s  makea  i t  p o s s i b l e

to  set  in  motion lntcrna  t ional  conpera  t ion mechanisms and tn qive e f fec t  to  the

ideals enshr ined in  the  Uni ted Nations  Char ter .

The  S o v i e t  U n i o n  asaiqna a  ma jo r  role t o  t h e  Orqanization  md o t h e r

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h o  f u t u r e  o r d e r  o f  t h i n g s . We attach crucial

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  Uni.ted N a t i o n s  r o l e  ard a u t h o r i t y  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

a f f a i r s , O u r  apprcach o f  p r i n c i p l e  t o  t h i s  u n i q u e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  organization  wa5

described in Mi kha il Serqeyevich &rbschev�s  af title �Real i ty  and Safeguards of a

Secure World� of 17 Septemhcr  1987 and in hffl addreee to the General Awierrhly on

7 December 1988.
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Racently,  Fduard Shevardnadae, Minis ter  for Foreign Affairs ,  submit ted a

report to the Supreme Soviet of the Soviet Union anta t led �On  the  implementa t ion of

the  haaic guidel inea  of Soviet  foreign pol icy� . I  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o

t h e  major emphasis  i n  hia e t a t e m e n t  o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Saviet  fo re ign  policy follow8

the path of honesty and truth and is baaed on the prinacy  of universal human

val uea , mora l  i n t eg r i t y  and  ethica. T h e s e  value8  a re  n o t  abs t r ac t  no t i ons )  t h e y

e x i s t  a n d  d o  n o t  l end  t hemse lve s  t o  a rb i t r a ry  o r  s e l ec t i ve  i n t e rp r e t a t i on . Their

Points  of reference  include gonerally recognized  instruments  - above al l ,  the

Uni ted Nat ions  Char ter  md the  declarationfi,  covenants ,  convent ions  and resolut ions

approved and observed by the overwhelming majority of Statea.

I t  i s  t h a t  appronch  t h a t  enables  ua t o  b e  b o l d  a n d  h o n e s t  i n  a d m i t t i n g  t h e

mifttakee we have made and providea  the guarantee that such miatakea will  be

r e c t i f i e d  a n d  r u l e d  o u t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

The pr imacy of  universal  human valuea impl ies  that  of  in ternat ional

I n t e r a c t i o n ,  tm. Accordingly, in terna tional incl tftu tfons and mechan  ilsmR are

c a l l e d  upcn t o  p l a y  a  directinn, c o n a o l i d a t i n q  a n d  i n t e g r a t i n g  r o l e  a n d  t o  8erve a8

beacone of  ratability i n  today�s  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  w o r l d . NOW  that co-operation

between Sta tes  has  entered a  staqe of co-creat ion  and co-development ,  those

in s t i t u t i ons  a r e  mov ing  t o  t he  fo r e f ron t .

The s ta tement  by our  Foreign Minioter  made specia l  ment ion of  the  fact  that

o u r  a l l - o u t  s u p p o r t  f o r  the U n i t e d  Nationff  a n d  o u r  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  i t s

activitisa  are  a  major  guidel ine  of  our  foreign pal icy.

The Sovie t  Union�s  reappraisa l  of  the  ro le  and place  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions and

o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  m u l t i l a t e r a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  haa gone hand in hand

w i t h  t h e  growing  awarenem  t h a t  t h e r e  d o  n o t  e x i a t  problemfl  o f  no  c o n c e r n  t o  us.
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Now that the IJnion of Soviet Socialist Republics has embarked upon

pe re s t ro ika , efforts  to render  our  measures  compat ib le  wi th  in ternat ional  pract ices

qa in cruc inl importance.

#lust a s  i s  i n  any  o the r  coun t ry ,  we  he1 ieve t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  ot t h e  WOK l.d

economy is a matter of one�s own well-being. The threat of environmental.

c a t a s t rophe  i s  a  ma t t e r  of  su rv iva l . Effor ts  to  eradicate  diseases  and epidemics

in  o ther  countr ies  mean protec t ing  the  heal th  of  one �s  own nat ion .

Par t ic ipat ion in  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  means  reducing costs  resul t ing  from

reqional  con f l i c t s  and  t ens ions  and  t he  t h r ea t  o f  a  r eq iona l  f l a r e -up � s  e sca l a t i ng

in to  a big war.

The ccncl us ion of the Geneva Agreements on Afghanistan was a ma jar success  by

the United Na tiona. T h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l � s  e f f o r t s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  cessation  of

h o s t i l i t i e s  n e a r  o u r  horde r s ,  be tween  I r an  and  Irac. Changes in our conceptual

approaches  to  the  IJni ted  Nat ions  have enta i led  pract ica l  s teps  to  revamp our  policy

her@. This  1.9 the  objec t ive  se t  for th  in the  Sovie t  Union�s  newly adopted overal l

s t ra tegy towards  the  Uni ted Nat ions  and associa ted in ternat ional  nrqanizations, a

nt.rat.egy haged o n  s u c h  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a8 consistent  �de-ideoloqi;l,ation�  o f

the IJni tcrl Na t i ons  and  &poll  tization  o f  i t s  ~~pecialized  agenc ies !  focusin o n

c>hiFf(:t  ives w i t h i n  t h e i r  competencet  makinq  thcne  a q e n c i c s  u n i v e r s a l  b y  sncouraqinq

,111. members  of  the in ternat ional  communi ty  to  take  par t  in  thei r  activitiest

streamlininq  t h e m  a n d  focusinq  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  t o p - p r i o r i t y  ohjectivest  mak ing

o p t i m a l  use o f  t.heir  phyRica1 end  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s )  a n d  l a u n c h i n g  broad and

diverse  exchanges  of  informat ion wi th  those  agencies .
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T h i s  n e w  strateqic  p o l i c y  h a s  ita b a s i s  i n  o u r  compliance,  as  ti ma t t e r  o f

pr inc ip le ,  wi th  the  s tandards  developed hy in ternat ional  organization3  as

progress ive  nndels of  the  hehaviour  of  States  in  a lmost  every f ie ld  af human

endeavour. We are  f i rmly commit ted to  t reat ing the  decisiorlR  of in ternat ional

orqaniaations  in  a  un i fo rm m a n n e r . A t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  sesoions o f  t h e  General

Asnatily  we intend to make a thorouqh examination of their outcome, draw our own

prac t i ca l  conclugiotrs  and  t r ans l a t e  t h e m  i n t o  o u r  policies.

The current. revival of the United Nations - m o s t  otrikinqly illustrated  h y  t h e

incteafrinqly  8ucce.ssful  confttruction  o f  a  n e w  p e a c e  a n d  t h e  ,settl.ement o f  req ionnl

c o n f l i c t s , has a lso  encompassed the  f ie ld  of  d isarmament . A contr ihuting factor

here  i~1 tha t  disarmament  i s  beqinninq  to move away from declora tions  towards

c:oncrate a c t i o n . W i t h  t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  fo rce  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  o n  t h e  E l i m i n a t i o n  o f

Tntermediate-Range  and Shor ter -Ranqe Miss i les  - the  INF Treaty - the  proCeSa of

nuclear disarmament beqan to gain momentum. The early conclusion at Vienna of an

aqreement to  l.imit and reduce convent ional  arms and armed !Torcea is now a prohlcm

that  can  he  deal t  with in  a  pract ical  way, and a draft convention hanninq chemical

wo,rpons  i s  heinq f i n a l  tzad.

I;0 far , Soviet -American re la t ions  has been the  aphcrt? in  which the  most .

dynamic chanqes i n  the disarmment  field h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e . M u c h  proqress  bar: hfal>n

rll,3clf-+  in  Soviet -American relattonn. T h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  a n  agreement  o n  a 50 per (:rrnt

c u t  in  stratcqic  offon.sive  weapons  h a s  heen b r o u g h t  rmch c l o s e r ,  a n d  tanqihle

proqress  h a s  haan made i n  talkR o n  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  a n d  c e s s a t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r - w e a p o n

te9te  a n d  in o t h e r  domains.

ib a result of our recent meetings  in Washington and Wyominq the

Soviet-American dialoque has  reached a new level  of  opennef%n  and IJusine!3slikc?

Significance,  w i t h  problem  heinq r a i s e d  i n  hrcader  termA  a n d  w i t h  underst.andincl
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and goodwill gaining in scope. Th m the Uni ted Nations and other mu1  tilater81

forums have fresh  oppor tuni t ies  unfold ing  before  them and are  led  to  fee l  thei r

o b j e c t i v e 8  a r e  q u i t e  f e a s i b l e . On the  other  hand,  i f  the  process  of

arms- l imi ta t ion and disarmament  i s  to  he  uninterrupted,  i r revers ib le  and t ru ly

qlohal,  new emphasis should be placed on the need for multilateralism,

A comprehensive approach to  the  search for  secur i ty  cal ls  for  confftructive

pa ra l l e l i sm  in  h i l a t e r a l  and  mu l t i l a t e r a l  e f fo r t s  t ha t  shou ld  q ive  r ec ip roca l

encouragement in the field of disarmament. T h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  m u l t i l a t e r a l  e f f o r t s

and unders tandings  are  reauired  to  hr inq  about  the  comple te  e l iminat ion  of  nuclear

weapons ,  to prov ide  gua ran t ee s  t ha t  t hey  w i l l  n o t  b e  r ev ived ,  t o  ban a l l  nuc l ea r

tes tinq , to prevent  the  spread of  the  arms race  to  outer  upace,  to  aqree upon the

parameters  of  reasonably suff ic ient  mil i tary capabilities  and to  render  them

exc lu s ive ly  de fens ive  i n  s t r uc tu r e . I t  i s  a d v i s a h l e  t o  a c t i v a t e  m u l t i l a t e r a l

mechanisms for  tacklinq such major  issues  as  the  non-prol i fera t ion  and e l iminat ion

of  chemical  and other  types  of  weapons  of  mass  des t ruct ion,  the  reduct ion and

1 imitation of conventional arms ,  world  military spendinq  and arms suppl ies .

Wha t  i s  impor t an t  i s  t ha t  t he  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  IJnited N a t i o n s  s h o u l d  h e

qearcd to opplyinq a  new model  of  secur i ty  on an in ternat ional  scale  and to

awitchinq over  f rom the  pr inciples  of  exc~?ssive  armament  to  thww of reasonah1.e

5uf f ic iency .

A wealth cJf experience has been accumulated and major achievements have heen

made in  the  area  of  mul t i la tera l  d isarmament . Those  inc lude  the  Trea ty  011  the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, t h e  Trea ty  on  t h e  P r o h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e

E)nplacement  of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the

Sea-Bed, the Convention on bacteriological  weapons and many other major instruments

tha t  conso l i da t e  con t r ac tua l ,  l ega l , mora l  and  po l i t i c a l  s t anda rds .
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Mu1  t i l a t e r a l  d i s a rmamen t  alsc posses ses  a  f a i r ly  r ami f i ed  in f r a s t ruc tu re  o f

diverse mechan lams, which  inc lude  the  pr inc ipa l  bodies  of the  IJnited  Nat ions ,

namely, the General Assemb?  y , the  Secur i ty  Counci l  md such forums as  the

Conference on Dissrmament,  the United Nations Disarmament Commission and a nu*er

o f  o t h e r s .

In  other  words, a l l  t h i s  i s  t h e  l i v i n g  m a t t e r  o f  m u l t i l a t e r a l  d i s a r m a m e n t .  I n

c l a s s i ca l  ph i l o sophy  we  r ead  t ha t  t he  ex i s t ence  o f  ma t t e r  r e s ide s  i n  i t s  action,,

and  t h a t  i t  i s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  a c t i o n  t h a t  i t  f i l l s  s p a c e  a n d  t i m e . Nowadays we see

i t  8s o u r  o b j e c t i v e  t o  m a k e  a l l  ex i s t i ng  mechan i sms  e f f i c i en t  and  t o  mve t h e m  i n t o

higher  gear . We bel ieve  that ,  as the  most  representa t ive  and pres t ig ious

democratic forum of States, the  General  Assembly has a ro le  to play,  md f i rs t  and

forerrPst in  alearinq  the  way for  the  uninterrupted evolut ion of  d isarmament  and

creat ing a  favourable  environment  centered  on a  search for  construct ive  spprcaches

t o  s o l v i n g  common  proh1en-s.

We view the  General  Assefrbly  as a forum not  merely for  t.he air  inq of  ideas  but

ala0 for  making them more meaningful  by mesna of  col lect ive  reasoning,  a  forum for

genuine  co-crea t ion  tha t  heeds  the  opin ions  and concerns of hoth  aides  and

e x p e r i e n c e  qained  wi th  a  view to  a r r iv ing  a t  gene ra l ly  acceptable recommend8  tions

and findinq  ways and means of solving emerqinq problem.

In  t h i s  con t ex t  we  f ee l  t ha t  we  shou ld  r e f e r  e spec i a l l y  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l

sess ions  of  the  General  Asse~rbly  devoted to  d isarmament . T h e  l a s t i n g  v a l u e  of  t he

Final  Document  adopted by  conziensus at  the  f i rs t  spec ial aess  ion of  the  General

Assenhly d e v o t e d  t o  d i s a r m a m e n t  l i e s  i n  t h e  fac t  t h a t  i t  c o n s o l i d a t e d  v i e w s  o n  t h e

pr inciples  governing the  ac t ions  of  Sta tes  in  a t ta in ing common objec t ives  md

charted a proqrsmme of action, an agenda and mechanisms for mu1 tilsteral

disarmament.
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The  th i rd  special sess ion of  the  General  Asaembly devoted to  disarmsment

proved to  be  8 useful  forum and a  uniaue new th inking laboratory .  The potent ia l  of

the fresh approaches md I de88 submitted to the wor Id community for considers tion

at  tha t  t ime cont inues  to  work , a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  a  l o n g  t i m e  b e f o r e  it i s  u s e d  u p .

Given the new conditions that now obtain, t h e  tim appesrs t o  b e  r i p e  for U!I to

pondor  i n  e a rne s t  whrther  w e  s h o u l d  n o t ,  i n  f u t u r e ,  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  prac t i c e  of

hold ing  apeclal  sess ions  on individual  and par t icular ly  press ing disarmsment  i ssues

ra the r  t h a n  so l e ly  o n  gene ra l  mtters.

In  our  view the  consistent  implementat ion of  re levant  General  Asserrhly

resolutions  md the  upgrading of the  moral  md pol i t ica l  s ta tus  of document8

adopted by consensus would help to enhance the role of the General  Assembly and its

e f f ec t i venes s  i n  t h e  f i e ld  o f  d i sa rmamen t . Consensus reached at the

decis ion-making s tage  should  be fol lowud hy general  sgreelTwbt  at the  s tage  of

practicsl  implerru4ntstion.  Gf c o u r s e , c l o s e  s t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  h e  p a i d  t o  a l l  o f  t h e

G e n e r a l  AsseRbly�s  recommendations.

I  would  point  O u t  tha t  we are  not  urging others  to  do tha t  while  we s tand on

the si delines. On t h e  c o n t r a r y , we are wil l ing  to  s tand up and be  counted,  for  we

pay s t tent ion  to  hw people  react  to  our  deeds  and words .  Our  new pol l  tical

th ink ing  has  b rough t  u s  a  d i f f e r en t  scsle o f  c r i t e r i a  fo r  app ra i s ing  ou r  behav iou r

in  the  l ight  of  universa l  human values . For exampl e, w i th  r e f e r ence  t o

Afghanistan, and bearinq  in mind the fact that our action was condemned hy over

100 Metiers of the United Nations, we  even tua l ly  c a m e  t o  r e a l i s e  t h a t  w e  h a d  s e t

oursolves agsinst the in terna tional  community I v io la ted  ru les  of  conduct  and def ied

msn�s  u n i v e r s a l  interasts. As a result, we hsve withdrawn our troops from

Afghanirtan.
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L e t  u s  t a k e  snather exsmple, t h i s  tirro f r o m  t h e  f i e l d  o f  dirarmsmont. Far  a

nunher of yearu, we votad aqainut  the  resolution  banning the  manufacture  of

fissionable m a t e r i a l s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  purposest  l a t e r , we heqm to  absta in  f rom vot ing

and  n w  w e  give i t  o u r  ac t ive  s u p p o r t . Convincing evidence  tha t  th is  i s  not  a

t a c t i c a l  sh i f t  i n  ou r  pas1 tion bu t  r a the r  a  rad ica l  r ev i ew a f  i t  i s  ou r  Concrete

prcgr bwne - which we announced yesterday during the discussion in the General

Assembly of the IAEA report - fo r  t h e  withdrawal  of  a l l  our  reactorr  p r o d u c i n g

weapons-grade plutonium from aarvice beforr the year 2000. T h i s  major u n i l r t e r a l

measure  n w  g iven  us  a  mora l  riqht t o  9 0  furtb-rt we are prepared to co-sponror

the  r e l evan t  d r a f t  r e so lu t i on .

We bel ieve  tha t  the  contribution  made hy the  United Nat ions  to  mul t i la tera l

disarmamnt  would be  great ly  increased i f  the  Secur i ty  Counci l ,  as  the  body wi th

specia l  responsibi l i ty  for rna  in ta in in9 world  paace and secur i ty  as part  of I ta

remit ,  were  to  take  up arms-control  i ssues . We oupport mk in9 full  and affective

u s e  of t h e  r e l evan t , constitutional,  capahilitien  of  t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l .

I t  ifa wel l  known - a n d  w e  t h i n k  hiqhly  of  t.hin i n  o u t  c o u n t r y  - t h a t  t h e

Security Council haa done and continuea to do much in the most important bred a?

I tn ac t i v i t i e s  today : Rettlinq  reqional  conflictw a n d  carryin o u t  pence++epin9

operat ions. H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  a l s o  suite c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  is n o t  t h e  l i m i t  o f  i t s

p o t e n t i a l  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  IR a  p l a c e  i n  i t  f o r  disar~mcnt  iseues  tO0. These could

in fact  become subjects  for  co-opera t ion  between menhers  oi the  Counci l .

I nc iden ta l l y , i n  p u t t i n q  fo rward  t h e  i dea  o f  developinq,  mu1 tilatcrally,  an

agreement  on me8sures to  reduce the  r isk  of  nuclear  war ,  our  assumpt ion 1~ tha t

th is  i ssue  hss  very rmch to  cb wi th  the  work of the  Sccuri  ty  Counci l  in  unty ing the

tiqht k n a t s  of  con f l  fcta and  c r i s e s . We  helisve  t h s t  i t  w o u l d  b e  pofiaihle,  afl pa r t

Of the consultstionR  between the  permanent  members  of the  Counci l ,  to  diRcUss  the
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idea of, for example, developing an agreement on measures to reduce the risk of

nuclear war. It would be useful if military experts from the countries menbers of

the Security Council and representatives of other countries could hold

consultations in the United Nations Military Staff Committee in order to examine

military political problems, including arms control and peace-keeping operations.

I would particularly like to emphasise that this suggestion is no ready-made

recipe, Perhaps other people will cone up with even better suggestions for ways

and means to step up the work of the Military Staff Committee. We are prepared to

discuss such suggestions substantively and constructively.

The Secretary-General has an important role in the activities of the United

Nations in respect of strengthening international peace and security through

disarmament. His annual reports on the work of the Organization  have become an

important factor in the renewal processes going on within it. We believe that

these documents, which abound in profound, analytical suggestions, require the most

attentive and thoughtful treatment and serve as reliable points of reference. The

Soviet Union pays close heed to the Secretary-General’s opinion and values his

recommendations highly, particularly those on arms limitation and disarmament

issues, and endeavours to help in translating them into practical measures to

enhance the Organization’s effectiveness.

The creation of various mechanisms subordinate to the United Nations

Secretary-General and assisting him to work effectively has fully proved its

worth. For example, a mechanism ’ ds been set up and is now in operation to inquire

into cases where chemical or biological weapons may have been used. We welcome the

report, prepared by the Secretary-General’s highly qualified experts, which

streamlines and develops the basic principles and procedures for investigating

cases in which chemical weapons may have been used , and we will follow its
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recommendations in practice. Our delegation is authorised to state here today that

the Soviet Union is prepared to admit to its territory the corresponding United

Nations inspection teams, in accordance with the agreed procedures.

In our view, further steps in this direction could also be considered, for

example, by developing a similar nuachanism  for investigating instances where there

may have been violations of the Convention on inhumane weapons.

We believe #at a transition from general statements to practical action and

to adopting meaningful decisions could be ensured through enhancing the

effectiveness and productivity of the work of the First Committee, which is called

upon to help find areas where common ground already exists or is emerging and could

in due time be addressed at the relevant negotiations.

In this context, we consider to be very useful the discussion in the First

Committee on a comprehensive approach to strengthening international peace and

security, and to disarmament issues1 the First Committee’s treatment of issues to

do with increasing the efficiency and output of the United Nations has also

generally not been without benefit. I think I reflect the wmmon view in saying

that the effectiveness of the First Committee itself in disarmament issues can and

should be increased. We think that we should focus primarily on a qualitative

rather than a quantitative approach to appraising the decisions the Committee

takes, in which the main criterion would be the actual effectiveness and practical

significance of those decisions for progress in multilateral disarmament.

Rationalizing the work of this important body of the United Nations General

Assembly would without a doubt be facilitated by cutting the number of resolutions

adopted and increasing the proportion of consensus decisions, and we are prepared

to work, together with all other parties , constructively in this direction.
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The Geneva Conference on Disarmarnnt has a special  place in multi lateral

disarmament  ettortar  i t  ir a  uniaue m u l t i l a t e r a l  b o d y  f o r  n e q o t i a t i o n n  o n  a  w i d e

range  of armwlimitation  and  diearmnmsnt  ireu,s. Repteaenta tivt 3 from all

con t i nen t s ,  m i l i t a ry  and  po l i t i c a l  a l l i ance s , non*-aligned a n d  n e u t r a l  countries

pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  i t s  work  o n  an  ecrual f oo t ing . The Conference  in rhowinq in  prac t ice

that it is capable of proceeding from exchanqee of viewn to elaborating ma jot

decin ionr on its agenda i temr. The t.op pt iori ty for the Conference in to complete

t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  of  a c o n v e n t i o n  o n  t h e  t o t a l  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e

development,  production and stockpiling of all  forma of chemical weapons and on

t h e i r  d e s t r u c t i o n . An ear ly  conclusion of  tho oonvention  would suhr tant ia l ly

increane the Conference�s a~ltharity  md would provlcb  a major impetus for

I i n t ens i fy ing  w o r k  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s , above  a l l  on  such mat t e r s  a s  t he  aeear.ion  of

nuclear  tes ts ,  scaliw down the  nuclear-arma  race,  prevent ing nuclear  war ,  and

prohihitinq  the  militarization  of outer  space.  The Sovie t  Union is  in  favour  of

u l t ima te ly  t r ans fo rming  tha t  m u l t i l a t e r a l  fo rum in to  a  univeral,  standfnq  and

act ive  body for  disarmament  negot ia t ions .

I  turn  now to  the  ac t iv i t ies  of the  Uni ted Nat ions  Disarmament  Corwniseion.

One c a n  ha rd ly  f a i l  t o  no t e  t ha t  i t s  r a t e  of  work  h a s  d r o p p e d  eomewhat  r ecen t ly ,

However, this does not mean, in our view, t h a t  t h e r e  are  qrounds  fo r  r a i s i ng  t he

question whether this integral part of the United Nations disarmament machinery

should  he ahol ished, We think that  our  ef for ts  should  he  concentrated  on  somethinq

differentr on developing concrete measures to step up the Commission�s work and

increane  i tR at feet ivenello.
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Wo t h i n k  t h a t  tha t  c o u l d  b e  achieved  in  a  va r i e ty  o f  waya - by  rtrumlining

the agenda,  tranrferring the  diacuasion of  dome  indiv idual  i ssues  on  which  thrro

has beon no progress for a long tirm to a two- o r  t h r e e - y e a r  baais a n d  somb  other

mearturea. The ma in thing, however, ir t h a t  fresh, conrtructive  idear a n d

app roaches  w i l l  be nrrdsd  t o  make i t  posaihle  t o  m a i n t a i n  a l l  t h e  positive  allrots

we have accumulated thus far,

We note  with  satisfaction  that  i t  ia precise ly  th i r  object ive  that  ia being

putaued by the informal working group headed by the Permanent Reprersntative of

Zaire . The Sovie t  Union wi l l  contr ibute  In  every  porsihlo way  to  the  achievement

o f  gene ra l l y  accep tab l e  recommsnda tiorrs cn t h i s  ma t t e r .

The review conference8 on various existing Treaties  play an important role in

t h e  m u l t i l a t e r a l  disarmarmnt  p roces s . We at tach except ional ly  high importarm  to

the forthcoming Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weaponr, which is to be held next year. Now that the

procssrr of nuclear disarmament has actually begun, we hope Chat that Conference

wi l l  be  an  impor t an t  f o rum f o r  promoting  t h e  connolidation  of  t h e  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n

rigimer which i s  one  of  the  euppor t ing  prop8 of secur i ty  ,in the nuclear-space age.

Studies conducted under United Nations aunpices play a prominent role in

eolvinq  pract ical  acre-control  and dinarmament  problems on a  mult i la tera l  haeis.

The findings of those Atudiee  provide Memher States with practical tools  and

vecomnendations  o n  s o l u t i o n s  t o  v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l  iseuea. I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  I

note that the Soviet Union has overwmb ite long-felt diatruat  of, and rceptici~m

towards, that  s ide  of United Nat ions  act iv i t ies ,  and we intend to  play a  very

act ive  par t  in  studiee conducted  hy the Organisat ion and it8 rpecirlired  agenciaa,

including the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR).
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We walconr  the  current  poni t ive  developmntn  in  the  ac t iv i t ies  of the Advisory

Roard on Dirarmament  Studies, whose new format we believe enahlee it to provide

even qreater  ass is tance to the Secretary-General  cn diearmmmsnt  mattera  than

hefore,  and we advocate fuller and more of feet ive use of I t,r capahili  tire, given

the impreer ive ec ion ti f ic , i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  disarmmmnt  p o t e n t i a l  o f  it8 Mmbere-

The activitiee  of the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research have

a l so  i n t e n s i f i e d ,  a n d  t h e  qua l i t y  of  ita s t u d i e s  ban improved ,  au h &  t h e i r

p rac t i ca l  v a l u e . The Sovie t  Union suppor ts  UNIDIR�s  act iv i t ies ,  and has pledged a

voluntary  contr ibut ion of 250,000 roublee  and $20,000 to  the Ins t i tu te  in  1990.

I
An important elemsnt  in United Nations programme activitier  in the field of

diearmarent  la the World Dinarmamnt  Campaign. In supper ting the goals and

abject Ives of that Campa  iqn, the Soviet Union in making during the current session

a new voluntary contribution of 500,000 roublem to the World DiearmaIrmnt  Campaign

for  1990 to  1.993. Lat me t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  h i g h  l e v e l  a n d

90014 organination  of regional conferencea within the World Diearmamsnt  Campaign

framework held in Kyoto, Daqomys  and Kiev. We ahall aeek to  ensure  tha t  the  Uni ted

Nationa conference on conversion, t o  b e  h e l d  i n  Moecow  i n  1 9 9 0 ,  proceedn  i n  t h e

aamc  c o n s t r u c t i v e  s p i r i t .

The smooth functioning of the United Nations machinery for disarmament and the

implementation  af  re levant  Uni ted Natians programmes in  great  measure  hpendn  al.10

on how effective the work of the Department for Disarmament Affairs is. In our

view, the Department, under the able stewardship of Mr, Akanhi,

Under-Secretary-General ,  i s  successful ly  coping with  the  constant ly  increaa ing

responsihili  tiee c o n f e r r e d  o n  it, and therefore deserves  the  higheat  acclaim.
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T h e  internationalization  of  t h e  dirarmarrmnt  p r o c e s s  n e c e s s i t a t e s  t a p p i n g  t h e

e n t i r e  p o t e n t i a l  of  mul t i l a t e r a l i em  and , among other things, convening, as

appropriate, new forums to rerolve emerging problems.

We greatly value  the  in i t ia t ives  taken by France and Austra l ia  in  holding

conferencen on chemical weapons in Paris and Canberra, which have been ?rowned  with

8ucceee. We also enbrace the idea of extending the ecopo of the 1363 Moscow Treaty

to cover underground nuclear tests. We he 11 the United Staten ini  t is tive to work

out the open skies  rdgime, and we shall take part in the cm,1erence  proposed hy

Canada to diecuee the ieeue,

We are ais prepared to diecuee on a multilateral basin such problem  as

in ternat ional  arms transfers  end to take part  in  the  e laborat ion of  param,tere for

an appropr late regieter,

A separate neqotiatlrrg  mechanism needs to he created to address the prc:,lem  of

ending the naval arms race. The ar tificia1 exemption of that major component of

States� military power from negotiationn  can hardly he aonaidered  normal. This

mat ter  could  be  d iscussed at the United Nat ions  a t  a meet ing of mili tary  exper t8

from the major naval Powers and other interested countries.

A crucial  task for  the United  Nationu  rmchirrery, md qeneral ly  for

mu1 t i la tera l  d iplomacy, is to help build confidence and aseer t greater openness in

re la t ions  hetwean Sta ten. An increasing number of Statea are advancing

i n t e r e s t i n g , ho ld  and  f a r - r each ing  propoaaln in  that  f i e l d ,  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o v i d e

effect ive aanietance  in  removing concerns  and clari  fyinq amhiqui  tiea cm the basis

of oh ject ive infotma  tion. In our view, this p r o b l e m  i s  n o w  r i pe  fo r  suhatantive

diucurcr ion, and we express our rupport for the upcoming consideration of the

quest&On  of objective information in the Dinarmament Commission.
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Veri f icat ion in  an earential  e lement  of opanneaa and tranrparency,  and an

important  measure,  in  i t s  own r iqht , for  the  promot ion  of dirsrmament.  We at tach

paramount  impor tance  to  the  rtudy of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  ro le  in  the area of

ver i f ica t ion,  conducted now with  the  par t ic ipat ion of  a  Soviet  representative,  and

we hope tha t ,  on  the baais of an in-b,pth examinat ion of proposals  submit ted  by

variour  Statea, t h e  exPerta i n v o l v e d  w i l l  pceaent  t h e i r  recomnandationr,  w h i c h

could  qive  the  in ternat ional  community guidance  in  tha t  area.

With the  growing internationalization  of  the  dia logue on mil i tary  recurity

ilauolr the role  played hy the  regional  factor  i s  increas ing in  an oh jective way.

Wo rUpport t h e  r e g i o n a l  efforta  o f  Staten t o  r e a c h  agreemnta o n  conventional

armanmntl  an ~011 aa o n  t h e  estahlirh!rent  o f  nuc l ea r -weapon- f r ee  a n d

chemical-weapon-f roe zones and areas of reduced tensions, whose implementation

w o u l d  create f o o t h o l d s ,  ar i t  were , for ul timstely  launching a process of global

dirarmament. I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t , I  shou ld  l i ke  pa r t i cu l a r l y  t o  men t ion  t he  p rog re s s

at  the  Vienna negotiatiQna  on the  l imi ta t ion  and reduct ion  of convent ional

armaments and armed forceA, which appear to he an effective working model of a

product ive  search for aolu  trono I, convoluted knots  of  prohleme,  as  well an at  the

ta lks  on the  development  of  confidence-huildinq  rneasutes. I  w i sh  a l so  t o  re fe r  t o

the succeref ul operation of the Rerotonqa Treaty, and the access ion of new par tieR

t o  i t .
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The ideas  I  have out l ined today should  be viewed ae a invitat ion to the

Committee to engage in constructive dialogue on ways and means of realizing the

p o t e n t i a l  o f  m u l t i l a t e r a l  disarmnment. In a s i tua t ion  where,  in effectr

disarmament  h a s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  hegun t o  room r e a l l y  tangible, wo f e e l  it

v i t a l l y  impor t an t  t o  estahliah  a  c o n s t r u c t i v e  parallelirm bewteen  b i l a t e r a l  and

m u l t i l a t e r a l  efforte.

I w i s h  t o  emphasize tha t  accelcratinq t h e  p a c e  o f  t h e  di#arnument t ra in  and

g i v i n g  t h e  g r e e n  l i g h t  i n  a l l  a r e a s  - u n i l a t e r a l ,  b i l a t e r a l  am?

mul t i l a t e r a l  - reprenenta,  we  a r e  deep ly  conv inced , the ma in rod on the way

twa rda  exc lud ing  the  th rea t  of  ne l f - ann ih i l a t i on  of  t he  l i f e  of  mank ind  and

twardn char t ing the route toward.  a  nuclear-weapon-free  and  non-violent world.

Mr. HXJLLEZ  (Belgium) (interprets tion from French) a The Belg ian

d e l e q a t i o n  i s  erpecially  p l ea sed  t o  s ee  you , S i r ,  the  r ep re sen t a t i ve  of  Venazuela

to the Conference on Disarmamnt, pres iding over  the  work of t.he First Commit tee  a t

t h i s  s e s s ion  o f  t he  Gene ra l  Asaerfbly. Your long experience in the diearmament

f i e ld ,  you r  p ro fe s s iona l  qua l i f i c a t i ons  and  the  i n t e r e s t  you  have  a l ready  show i n

cormnitting  t h e  necessary  t ime  fo r  cons ide ra t i on  o f  d r a f t  rerolutions  wi l l ,  I  t r u s t ,

l e ad  t o  e f f i c i en t ,  c a lm  a n d  q u i e t  d e l i b e r a t i o n s . P1 eaee tee t assured,

Mr. Chairman, of my delegation�s full co-operation. I  Ahould  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t h a n k

your  predecessor ,  Mt.  Roche, for the exemplary manner in which he guided the work

o f  t h e  F i r s t  Comnittae  a t  t h e  f o r t y - t h i r d  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  ARnefrbly.

The repceaentative  of Fr ante, i t s  Cha i rman  fo r  t h i s  remeattir,  haa a l ready

eloquent ly  expressed the  v iews of the 12 metier8  of  the  European Camunity  on  the

hrond r a n g e  o f  question8  t h a t  r e l a t e  t o  arma-limitation  m d  diratnta!mnt. Needless

to  Ray I Belgium ful ly  shares the  ideas  put  forward in  that  context)  however ,  I

should  l ike  to expmd upon our  pos i t ion  on  cer ta in  point8  that  we view aa

p r i o r i t i e s .



h/C. 1/44/W.  16
22

(Mr. Houllen,  Belgium)

Man)*  apeakerrr - amrq t h e m  t h e  Aelgiur,\ M i n i s t e r  fcr F o r e i q n  Aftaircr,

Mr. Marc Eyakena - have rrtreaaed the continuinq  ponitive  developmenta in E&nt-Weet

rcla tions, which have moved from the climate of cold war towarda pclsceful

co-opera t ion. That phenomrnon ia likely to encourage proqrena in all areas of

arms-limitation and diaatmamnt  .

We are  par t icular ly  plmaaed a t  the  posit ive development8  in  the paral le l

negot ia t ion8 takinq place  at  Vienna, which anawer to our concern to L)ee a true

order of peace and stability eatabliahed in Europe based on the balanced and mutual

reduction in the levele  of  convent ional  weapon8  and on the  e l iminat ion  of  the

pc incipal imbalancea. T h e  p r i o r i t y  q o a l  i s  t o  r e d u c e  forcea capab l e  of  larys-wale

of fens ive  act ion  a n d  t o  e l i m i n a t e  the  capab i l i t y  fo r  aurpriae a t tack . Yuch

reduction8 will he accompanied by effective meacluree  of confidence-bulldinq,

transparency and verification.

That  concre te  approach to  the  question could  parve aa inspi ra t ion  in  other

req ions of the wor Id for promotinq  , in  a sui table  manner  and in  keeping wi th

COndi tiOnR ohta  ining in  thoae  areas  and wi th  the  winheR  nf the  various  countr ies

involved, the cause of diaarmsment  and armil-li.mitation.

As t h e  Belqian  M i n i s t e r  f o r  F o r e i q n  Affairs r ecen t ly  atntad, the p h i l o s o p h y  of

disar~rrent  .should s p r e a d  t o  a l l  t h e  req i o n s  o f  the wor ld  and  Rhould n o t  he l imi ted

to  Guropfi  alme, even thouqh the  qreat  concentra t ion  of  forceA on :he European

c o n t i n e n t  w a r r a n t s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  onqoinq  t h e r e  for Some

time now. T h a t  a l s o  explainfi  B e l g i u m � s  i n t e r e s t  i n  r eg iona l -d i s a rmamen t  meaaurea

tha t  w o u l d  r e s u l t  f r o m  irli tiatives  t a k e n  hy t h e  countries  o f  a  qiven r eg ion .

That concern waa evidenced by my country�s suhmisaion  of General Aseenhly

rerolut ian  42/39 E, which  was  adopted by consensus . Our in tecest in that we8 tion

has not waned, and I am in a position tcday to announce that Belgium intends to

in t roduce  ano the r  d r a f t  re?rolu tion o n  t h a t  quea tion this year .
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Let  UJ not forget  that  billions  of dollacr are rpent  year ly  in  the third world

on the  procurement  of  weapons  - in  o ther  worda,  several  t imes  the  total  of

developmnt  a i d . The arma race ia an undue burden on fragile econoniea,  a

phenomenon tha t  ir aggravated by the  des i re  for  h iqh- technoioqy weapon@.  For

example, we note with growing concern the acquisition or devolopmrnt  of ballirtiC

mirrilen hy  an  inc reas ing  nunher  of State@,  a  ri t u a t i o n  t h a t ,  erpecially  w h e n

l inked wi th  chemical  or  nuclear  capabilitisr, could  lead  to  an  arm6 race in  reveral

reqionr  of the  wor ld  and could  hinder  efforts to  cont ro l  the  arms  race and mili tary

expendi turee.

After  having f i rs t  referred to mnventional  d inarmament  throughout  the  world

in  order  to  emphar ize  the  impor tance  of tha t  arpect of arm8 cont ro l  md

dirarmamen t , I should  now l ike  to tu rn  to  the  area of chemical  weapon@,  which  ia

dealt  with in the Conference on DiaarmanWrt.

I t  cannot  be  denied  tha t  prospects  for  concluding in  the  near  fu ture  a

comprehens ive, univereal  and verif iahle convent ion  on  the  prohih i  tion of the

development , product ion ,  s tockpi l ing and une of  chemical  weapona and on the i r

derrtruction  have  improved  since  the  fo r ty - th i rd  aelrnion  o f  t he  Gene ra l  Aasrambly.

1 nf?e s e v e r a l  renaon8 f o r  t h a t . Piret, the Confe r ence  convened  a t  Parir f rom

7 to  11 January this year, by  rmffirminq t h e  w i l l  t o  r e s p e c t  the 1 9 2 5  Geneva

Protocol  and by unanimously  adopt inq a  declara t ion, qave new pal i ticnl  impetue  to

the Geneva neqo t ia t iona. �he reft ul  tm ohta ined there  are reflacted  in the new

CO1 lit39 t e x t  that  ia net f o r t h  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  ai! ths C o n f e r e n c e  on IJiearmament,

Secondly ,  there  wa,s the  restructuring  of auhaidiasy  bodies  and the  dynamic

work accomplished  by the Chairman Of the Ad Hoc Committee, Amba88adoC  Pierre Morel,

who, in a remarkahle way, worked  to a c h i e v e d  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  s e t  i n  parifl.
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Third ly ,  t h e r e  la univerrality, already evidenced by the pre8enco  of 149

countrier  at the Par18 Conference and by the new accerrion8 to the Geneva Protocol,

and reflected am well in the ever-increasing  number of ohrervers at the Conference

o n  Di8aIMment  i n  Geneva. That  development  la a rine qua  non for  8ucce8a in  the

nego t la t innr ,
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Four thly , the breakthrough in the hilateral talk8 between the United Stater

and the  Soviet  Union,  Which cannot  hut contr ibute  to  the  mul t i la tera l  neqotititionr,

enpecially  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  verifications

Fifthly, eiqht  here i n  t h e  Goneral  A88embly Prerident  Burh r e c e n t l y  made a

pari: �cularly  i m p o r t a n t  8tatement, re i tera t ing the derire of the  Uni ted  Strter thet

a t o t a l  a n d  univeroal  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  c h e m i c a l  werponr be rchioved,  and  we  Ito

convinci:d that  hia offer  to  reduce ,  a8 of now,  before  the  Conclusion  of the

nOqOti6tion8,  United State8 etockr of chemical weapon8 to leor than 20 per cent of

their preaent level 18 an appreciable qe8ture  that will  conttihute to the l ucCeII

of the work at Geneva and, eventually, to  the implementa t ion of  the  fu ture

conventlong  we are  grat i f ied by the favourable  rerponre  f rom the  Sovie t  Union t0

thir o f f e r ;

Sixthly, my country welcomer the poritive  outcome of the Canberra Conterencr,

and Wi8he8  to thank the Aurtralisn Government for that initiative, which 9n8Ure8

that the dialoque  between the Conference on Diearmament and the indurtry will

continua.

T h i s  listing  o f  poeitive  element8 ehould  n o t , however, cause 01 to forget that

many obRtacle8 remain to be overcome end that the result8 obtained at the la8t

Reseion do not fulfil  the hope8 taired by the Par18 Conference. Belgium firmly

hope8 the Conference on Diearmament will be able to overcome the ohetacler  which

remain.

My delegation, in the name of univereality, rhater the concern rhown by come

countrie8  that  the i r  voice  should be  heard  in  :;hc elaboration of  il convention  and

that they should play a more active part in the ptocerr. Of course, a n y  measure  to

rpeed u p  the  dertruction  of  the  large 8tockpilee of  t h e  o n l y  t w o  c o u n t t i e r  t h a t

have declared they poraera chemical  weaponr 18 of vi ta l  impor tance ,  but  we cannot
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! disregard the fact that other countries possess chemical weapons or tile capacity to

produce them. Recent experience has shown that the danger of their being used is

indeed a real one, especially in regional and subregional conflicts. To be

credible and effective , prohibition must be universal and total. We must avoid any

measure or situation likely to revive or increase mistrust or indecision on the

part of countries that might be tempted to use chemical weapons, finding

justification for such action in other countries� assumed or real lack of chemical

weapons. We must also avoid establishing arbitrary linkages with other aspects of

disarmament.

If the objective of negotiations on chemical disarmament is the total and

universal elimination of chemical weapons - the ,>est guarantee that they will not

be used - we cannot but be astonished at any position that would exclude from those

negotiations any country wishing to be associated with them. Not only would such a

Policy of exclusion be contrary to the spirit and letter of the Paris Declaration:

it would also raise serious doubts as to the willingness of all States to

contribute effectively and concretely to a disarmament process that by its nature

can achieve full significance only when countries that at the outset were separated

by divergencies of interest or policy are joined together in a common effort. The

disarmament that all the States of the planet have so ardently desired would be

seniously jeopardized if it were to operate only between allies.

We must therefore step up our efforts and avoid creating any doubt about the

positive outcome of the negotiations. We hope that the intersessional meetings and

the new session will buttress the hope that our work will be concluded In the near

future as a result of a constructive and vigilant approach by all the negotiators

aimed at averting the danger of a chemical war as effectively as possible.



EF/9 A/C.1/44/PW.16
28

(Mr. Houllez, Belgium)

I take this opportunity to recall that the Belgian Government is prepared to

host the orcsnization which the convention on chemical weapons would create.

While considerable progress has been made in the area of chemical weapons*

there remains an aspect of the Conference on Disarmament which gives rise to

legitimate concernsI and that is nuclear weapons. Even so, there are encouraging

signs of a favourable climate for future discussions. The second session of the

preparatory committee for the Review Cotiference of the Parties to the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons took place in an atmosphere of calm, and

confirmed the importance Member States attach to that primary instrument in the

spirit in which it was concluded in 1970.

The recent progress in the area of verification protocols at the Wyoming

meeting will doubtless facilitate the ratification of the 1974 Treaty limiting

underground nuclear weapon tests and the 1976 Treaty on peaceful nuclear

explosions. Similarly we welcome the resumption of the talks which are to lead to

a strategic arms reduction treaty, and we note with satisfaction that these talks

are no longer linked to any condition other than that of achieving an appropriate

treaty at the earliest pos:ible date. Furthermore, the INF Treaty continues to be

implemented satisfactorily.

However, in the nuclear field also, disarmament initiatives cannot be the

exclusive preserve of only two States. For this reason, we believe it is

imperative for all participants in the Conference on Disarmament without exception

to agree to grant an adeauate mandate to a special committee on a nuclear-test

ban. So far, all efforts - and they have been many and intense - have been in

vain, despite the new dynamic chosen by the two super-Powers, which has been

expressed in the verification field, Now, without giving ourselves up to any
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c~vwblown  md dangerous  illus  iona on the  need  ta q ivo precedence  a  pr ior i  tc

m u l t i l a t e r a l  n e q o t i a t i o n ,  i t  i s  n o n e  t h e  l e s s  t r u e  t h a t  a  fo rum such at8 t h e

C o n f e r e n c e  cn Dirarmamant  o f f e r s  opportuni,  t i e s  for proqreaer provided

all-or-nothing apptcach is  avoided. Belgium has said hef!ote, and repents now, that

f o r  ua t h e  o b j e c t i v e  remaina a  t o t a l  m d  d e f i n i t i v e  h a l t  to t e s t s . But. Belg ium

continuea  to favour a gradual, s t ep -by - s t ep  app roach ,  wh ich  i t  t h inks  nDre

r e a l i s t i c  i n  t h e  p r e a e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s , I t  i s  Belgium�s  opinion tha t  t,he number  of

nuclear  testa should  be  pragressively  reduced.

I t  would  in  our  opin ion  be unwiae  to  del ibera te  on a  tes t  ban outs ide  the

Conference on Disarmament, which has availah1.e to it .  t .he technical contributions  of

the group of reilrmology  experts. Parallel ini tiativee may have eofrw~  oymholic

meaning,  hut  very l i t t le  chance  of  eucceeo.

I would nat wish to conclude without reaffirming the importance Belqium

at taches  to  the  ro le  of the  Uni ted  Nationo in  the  f ield of arms control  and

dinarmament, in  par t icular  the  Security Counci l ,  the  Fi rs t  Commit tee  md the

Disarfiament  Coffunission.
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My country fully shares the view expleased  by the Presidency  of the European

Community that we should aeak more eff icisncy. Fbt  our Committee that would mean

fewer resolut,ion~, the  combining of  s imilar  resolut ions  and a  ayatemat ic  march for

consensus,

Unfortunately, w e  m u n t  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  aetlaion  o f  t he  Diaarmamont

Cornmiss  ion, where  there  ahou1.d  he  in4ept.h  diacuoaian  on new anpectr  of

disarmament, was a oamplete  failure ,  no aqreement  hcinq reached on any of the

agenda 1 terns. I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  u r g e n t l y  necenaaty  t o  re-+xamine t h e  Commisaion�w

r o l e  a n d  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  i n  o r d e r  to  guarantee t h a t  there w i l l  h e  u s e f u l  and  c o n c r e t e

discuesions,  in  which  quality prevai l .6  over  auantity.

Several solutions  are ponllihle,  and we exclude none, hut i t  would be dangerous

t o  t r y  t o  c o n t i n u e  o n  t h e  prefient  pa th , which would ha to run the risk of creating

tots1 apa thy,

1 have tried in my statement to emphasize the need for concrete achievementa,

r a the r  t h a n  r he to r i c a l  atatement8, w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  diasrmament, i n  order t o  incresee

+ffectiveneaa  i n  tha!  aueet f o r  p e a c e . That should  bc our common goal, and I have

no doubt  tha t  the  Commit tee �s  octivi ties in  the  current  sess ion wil l  help  br ing un

cloaar  t o  .tt.

Mr. AYALA  LJLci~~  (Fxuador)  (interpre^,atiCrn  f r o m  Spanish) a Al .Low me to

b e g i n ,  S i r , hy warmly congratulating you on your elect!.on  an Chairman of the First

Committee . I h a v e  b e e n  h o n o u r e d  b y  your frienA8h)ip  f o r  P nutier  o f  yearm, And I

h a v e  see!n  for  myself  y o u r  o u t s t a n d i n g  achievementu  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  affairn. I Am

nure t h a t  y o u r  hurrvln  aualitiea a n d  profeaaianal s k i l l s  gu,pcantee  the fullcet

RUCCBIS  of the Firat Commit tee �s  work Through ;wu, I  w i s h  t?> controy m y

congratul.aizione  t o  a l l .  the o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Ccmmittae.
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The in ternat ional  rcene in  now acauirinq new arpmcta. There have heen

p61itical  devolopmentn  which ahould mean brtter days ahead for our peo~~les.

However, these poai tive developmonta have not heen accompanied hy th@ nosesnary and

urqent advances in economic and nocial  nffaira. As wnn poin ted  out  at  the nin th

s u m m i t  m e e t i n g  of  t h e  n o n - a l i g n e d  countriefi,  h e l d  i n  Belqrade,  i t  la impossible  fo r

a &ten te lack inq economic and social  content to last very long,

Disarmament and development are intpera tively needed in the quest for ntahlr

paaco. Conf l ic t  in horn where  thare ia hunger ,  minery  and daBpair  I I n  Wrn,

c o n f l i c t  agqravrtea  the  utbte o f  pove r ty  and  makea  i t  unhearahle. Confronta t ion

meann v.tolations Of human  rlqhtr and the  dignity of  man, An Dr .  Diego Cordovez,

Yorsiqn  Minirtor  o f  Ecuador ,  has sa id ,

�The lack of secuc ity in the world . . . hae many deep-rooted cauaen.

Anmq tham a c e  t h e  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  larqa u r b a n  centreal  t h e  d i f f i c u l t

oituation  of  t h e  peoaantr1 tha  de t e r i o r a t i on  o f  tht% e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  auality  of

lift+, poor workiry  condit.iona  and low pay,  the  otiflinq practicerr  of thona  who

wield f inancia l  Power! food imhalanccn  and unmet  hen1  th  needor  and the lack of

oppr)rtunity  f o r  t h e  youq t o  une t h e i r  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  enaryy. T h e y  fire al~lo

to he found in  the  fai lure to make tha unfair int.ernationel order  more

darmxr a tic, and  i n  l a ck  of r e s p e c t  !!OF h u m a n  riqht.a and  t h e  sovarsiqnty  of

nntiona  through unjusti f it?d in terference.  �  (A/44/pV.  7 ,  pp. 81-82)..I

In an inter dependan  t world, wri\:h  a  tiyfrt network o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  r e l a t i o n s ,

i t  ifl t h e  reeponaih1lit.y  O f  a l l  t o  s e e k  t h e  w e l l - h o i n q  o f  menkind  and i t  ~.FI now

c,ssentisl  t h a t  we w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  f i n d  c o n c r e t e  amwera auickly. That t a s k  io

1,aid  down in  the  purpoeer and principlea  P.P t h e  United Na t ions  Cha r t e r ,  w h o s e  qorrls

will. have to he attainad, even within  the  f inancia l  limitationft  which  arc!  such a

c o n s t r a i n t  o n  t h e  Organization.
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My delegat ion  aqreea that  there  ie a need to  p lan  more  rppropr  bttiy the Firat

Committee�s treatment cf the itarm before it, without prrjudico to thr fact that

cer ta in  subjects should  he deal t  wi th  in  o ther  hodier  that  al50 COnmihC

disarmament mattera, On the other hand, we advocate permanent  co-ordination

between the hodier and forums of the Toni  ted Nations ryrtem with regard to

di5armament  J.jattera. We muat avoid a loss of sfficioncy and duplicating l ffortr.

Ot.trarwlRu, i n  the  long run tin w i l l  h a  l o s t  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  an urgent  taok,

I wi5h  to refer IY)W to a few apecif ic subjects involvod  in thr procorr  which

will  enable  man to achieve peace throuqh disarrnoment.

After a nuclear conflaqtation, the frontiers hetwoan  nations would di8aQQear,

hut not in order to produce a peecef ul community of nations, hut hrcauro  of the

cof!unon  denominator of the planet�s destruction. Therefore ,  nuclear  diratmamrn  t  im

a ma t t e r  o f  p r io r i t y ,  involvinq  the  whole  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  COmmUnity. A l l  o f  ua - b i g

o r  amall, r ich  or  poor , those with nuclear weapons  and those without - would bo thr

victims if a nuclear conflaqration were to occur. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  w5 are a l l

interented  a n d  al1 i n v o l v e d  i n  proqreerr  i n  t h i s  field. T h i s  i s  yet fu r ther  proo f

o f  t he  need fo r  hipolarity  to  g ive  way  to  mu l t i po l a r i t y ,  md w i t h  it t o  an

a tmosphste  more conducive to understanding between the Pw8r8 and the whole

international community. We h o p e  t h a t  t h e  proqtcs5  made  i n  r e l a t i o n s  between  t h e

flnited  States and the Soviet Union will  continue to he consolidated and broadened,

5o t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  di5armmen  t  step5 - tho5e taken  wi th  r ega rd  t o

Intermediate-ranqe  weapons  - wil l  lead to  aqreemento  cover ing rtrategic nuclear

weaponA)  short-r anqe nucl ear weapons and convent ions1 forces.

The Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on tha

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapon5 is to he held soon in Geneva. Making that

Treaty universal would be an effective step towardr nuclear dirarmamrnt and would

m a r k  a auslitative  change i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s . I t  ie i n  t h o  i n t e r e s t  o f  a l l
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mankind that the procerm continue beyond 1995 and ho connolidated  an a mschaniam  to

prevent  the prolifrration  of  nuc l ea r  weapona  and atrer t h e  uao o f  nuc lea r  ene rgy

towards Qmcoful QurQoma, p r o m o t i n g  an increaao  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  t o

that end.

My delegat ion ha8 noted  the progrera  wi th  regard to  chemical  weapona.  The

Parir and Canherra Conference8 and the talkr hetwosn  the United State8  and the

Soviet Union are bringing about an appropriate atmosphere  for producing A jur idicrrl

framework for the prohibition  of the manufacture, r tockpi l inq  and use  of chemical

weaponr,
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E c u a d o r  f u l l y  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  common e f f o r t  a n d  appal.8 tc a l l  S t a t e s  t o  incroare the

act ion  on th is  impor tant  iaaue. It would be easier, now, to stop manufacturing

chemical woapona than it  would be, later , to dertroy the arrenala of ruch lethal

weapona,  which have already caused so much moral and material damage.

My country supparts, and participator in, a l l  ini  tiativrr t e n d i n g  to  t h e

c r e a t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  ccncerted  w i l l  of  Sta t e s  i n  variour r eg ions  of  t h e  w o r l d ,  of

zones  of peace,  drmilitarizsd  zones, and nuclear-weapon-f roe zones. To broaden the

frontiers of peace and confidence among peoplrr, it is l ssontial that this will

nhould  mairifert i t se l f  in  other parts  of the world . Th u the whole plrnrt could he

compoard  of zonea of peace and co-operation. Any nuclear  tes t  in  an obstac le  to

the  maintenancr of zones  of QeaCO. I t  ir t h e r e f o r e  l ,Jen t  ial t h a t  progrora h a  mada

in  respect  of  cormni  tmenta  to es tabl ish  or  broaden the legal  framework for a total

han on nuclear-weapon tests.

Ve r i f i ca t i on  is v i t a l  t o  t he  fu l f i lmen t  o f  t he  comnibnenta  to  s u s p e n d  n u c l e a r

taste. T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  on Disarma~nt, i n  ita r epo r t ,  ohserver  t ha t  c e r t a in

countr i r e  f e e l  t h a t  v e r i f i c a t i o n  la A  p o l i t i c a l  iseue. Clearly, i f  S t a t e s  h a d  t h e

p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  to advance  a long  t h e  road  of  disarmsmnt, nndern technolc:gy  c o u l d  h e

u s e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  reauirements  o f  ve r i f i c a t i on  and  to  f ac i l i t a t e  t he  fu l f i lmen t  of

Aisarrnamrrnt commitments. We  hope v e r y  rmch t h a t  t h i s  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  w i l l  h e

manifested  i n  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  m e r e  dec l a r a t i ons  o f  p r i nc ip l e .

Ecuado r  has a lways  suppor t ed  d i s a rmamen t  i n i t i a t i ve s  i n  La t i n  Amer ica .  I t

signed the Declaration of Ayacucho and the Washington Declaratian. Itr w i l l i n g n e s s

t o  n e g o t i a t e  ouch progressive disarmsmsnt aqrermsnta  i n d i c a t e d  proqreaa. Ecuador

ma inta ins ita commitment, which, indeed, is now ritronger  than ever in view of the

e c o n o m i c  crisis a f f l i c t i ng  t he  en t i r e  r eg ion . I t  is easen tial t h a t  re1ourcefl h o

augmented if growth and economic development  aro to be revived. This can be done

through an appropr ia te  and realis  t ic  disarrmrrmnt pol icy.
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Thr  Ecuadorim  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  recurins a n  aqreenmnt  o n  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  o f

mil i tary  procurement  was suppor ted  by the  Andean  presidents,  and the  aqreemsnt  was

e!rahrinad  in  the  recent  Cactaqena &claration. My country aqain atatea ita

position and hopea very much that in the future a Ruitahle  climate will develop,

leadinq  t o  p r o q r e r s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .

The arms trade is one of the ma in obrtacler to peace. As we all know, peace

i s  not  mere ly  t he  absence  o f  armed conflictt  i t  i s  a l s o  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of  v i o l e n c e

in  a l l  it0 manifes ta t ion8 and the  adoption of  a pamitive att i tude of  sol idarity and

co*pera t ion, an a t t i tude of  Ident i f icat ion with  f reedom, democracy and just ice.

There is,  however, a cruel  real i ty which today prevents  the  consol idat ion of  an

atmorphere of peace in nuch  of Latin America. The armr tracb, which feeds

t e r ro r i sm  and  the  activitier o f  t he  d r u g  t r a f f i cke rs , which corrupts  individuals

and destahilizea  S t a t e s , wan described  wel l  by Pres ident  Virgi l io  Barco of  Colombia

when he addressed the General Asaenhly.

F�,�  country bel ieves  that  the  universa l  conscience  i s  maturing as reqarh  the

n e e d  t o  a d o p t  positive dinarmamnt  measurea. Ecuado r  be l i eves  t ha t ,  j u s t  a s  the

qreat Powers  are  ohl iqed to  apply  good fa i th  and urqency  in  fulleftt measure  to the

neqotiations in  o rde r  t ha t  h road  and  e f f ec t i ve  aqreements  m i q h t  h e  a c h i e v e d ,  we,

the smal ler  countr ies, also have an important  role  to  play. For  th in  purpose ,  our

at t i tude  must  bf= equal ly  dynamic and Vigi lant . I n  t h e  last analyrrio, we art?

convinced that  a l l  of  us  must  take  an active par t  in  makinq the  Parth a  peaceful . ,

sate and progrenaive world.

Mr. HASSAN (United Arab Emirates) (interpretation from Arabic)  8 It is my

honour to  congratu la te  youl Sir , o n  your  e l e c t i o n  t6 the  chairmanship  o f  t he  Firat

Conrni  t tee . I am confident that your wisdom and experience will  enable the

Commi t tee to produce encouraging res ul ta.
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At the present time when mm is improving hiu potontirl  md hi8 ability to

at ta in  qreater  progress  and a higher  love1  of civilisation,  at  thi8 t ime when he 18

work inq  ha rd  to  harnans h i s  8cientific  a n d  t r c h n o l o q i c a l  dovrlopnunt  t o  m8Ot  h i 8

needs, ncience  and technology,  unfor tunate ly , are  not  alwayr geared to  mooting  the

rcrquiremntti  of human developmnt. Somet ime8 they are goarod  rathrr to  the

01 iminati.on  of mank ind, Tb a  l a r g e  e x t e n t ,  trchnical  ptogrerr i n  &voted t o  the

manufacture of  toola  of destruction. Moreove r ,  huge ronourcoa  am wasted o n  t h e i r

manufacture.

Special sen8ion8,  conference8 and eymporia  to dircurr  the problem of reducing,

hanninq, e l i m i n a t i n g  m d  dertroying  armamenta,  aa wmll m t h e  conclusion  o f

b i la tera l , r e g i o n a l  a n d  multilsteral  agrernrntr  a n d  protocoln  o n  thi8 i88ue, are

test1W-W  to the fact that the international community ir aware of the need to

eliminate there weapon8 hefore they can undermine  human civilisation  - even human

l i f e .

There  ia no douht that people everywhere ace aware of the negative effectr of

mil i tary  expendi ture  on economic  developmnt,  human ce8ource8,  f inancial  floW8,

indehtedneas, s o c i o - c u l  t u r  a l  condi  tiona  and  c iv i c  rervices  a t  d i f f e r en t  l eve l s . I t

i n  a  fac t  tha t  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of  mil i t a ry  ac t iv i ty  can  releare reaource8 t h a t  cannot

otherwiRe  h e  used fo r  socio-economic  p r o j e c t s . Moreover, t h e  m i l l i o n 8  of  people

enqaqed in  the  mil i tary  sectors  can becom m important element in increaning  the

rate of development.

Experto emphaoize tha t  mi l i t a ry  research  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  consume ahout

25 per cent of the  g lohal  research-and-developmnt  hudget .  Moreover,  a

propor t ionate  percentage  of sciontints  and engineorr  work in  thin f ield,  The

accumulation of arm8 create8 a climate of anxiety, fear md inrecuri  ty which ban a

negative effect on the effort8 to achieve rteady economic development,
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NOW that humanity ha8 realized the danger Of poSSesSing  8ophimticated  weaponry

and woaponr  of mane dortcuction, i t  is ca l l i ng  for  t h e i r  a h a n d o n m e n t  a n d  t h e i r

krtruction. Hencr  the Treaty between thm United Staten of America md the Union

of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their fntermediato-Range and

Shartrr-Range Mi8sileo  - INF Treaty. While  we express  our sat isfact ion at the

conclu8ion of  that  hi8tOCiC Treaty,  we hope that  i t  i s  only  the first in  a reriem

of agrrrnantr tha t  wi l l  lead  to  the to ta l  e l iminat ion  of nuclear weapons md other

weapon8 of mass destruction.

In the mrantimo  we welcome the negotiationr between the two super-Powers

towards a 50 per cent reduction in their rtrategic  nuclear forcon. We hope that

thorn0 negot ia t ions  wi l l  succeed,  that  the des i red  objec t ive  wi l l  bo achieved in

aorvice  to humanity am a whole.
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Wa alao hope that other nuclear-weapon Statar will neqotiata l nng thomrolvor

a  reduct ion  of  their  nuclear  arsenal!!  and that al l  nuclrar-weapon  Staten wi l l  work

o u t  a  proqramrm f o r  t h e  proqrenaive  a n d  continurd  r e d u c t i o n  o f  ruch atrenal@ 00

that  a world f ree  f rom nuclear weaponr can hecome  a real i ty . T h e  cenration  of a l l

n u c l e a r  t e a t i n q  i s  h u t  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t e p  t o w a r d s  o u r  ultitmto chjective, which ia

the  e l iminat ion  of nuclear  weapona. This can only bo achieved through hroadrninq

t h e  acope of  the  par t ia l  trnt-han  Trea ty  and  thur craatinq  a  comprohenrive

nuclear- teat -han Treaty  for  all environments .

Tho Final. Declaration of the Par in Confetrnce ,  hold  in  January 1989,  wan a

positive  s t e p  towarda t h e  alimination o f  c h e m i c a l  w@apanm,  aa was t h e  aneve

Protocol  of 192s banning the  UIO of chemical  and hioloqical  mranr of Warfare9

My country, which  participated  in  the  Pari@ Conference ,  in  awaro of the

oc?r iouu  conaeouencea  of  uoinq c h e m i c a l  weaponar  and  i t  c a l  lr fo r  the ir

el iminat ion , While we condemn the use, production and 6tockpilinq of all bcindr  of

chemical weapons,  we deem it important to deal with chemical waapona  concurrently

with  other weapons of  maaa ckstruction, It would not m8kn sense to ban chemical

weapons while 1 eavinq the door opon to nuclear and other wmPons.

�rhe  G!Jnherts  Government-Industry Conference againat Chemical Weapons

demnfitratad  t h e  incraaninq  awareness af t h e  crave danqera  i n h e r e n t  in t h e  u4e cf

c h e m i c a l  .suhatances o t h e r  t h a n  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  hummnity.  We w e l c o m e  itr, Rumnary

atntement and hope  that pr ivate-sector  producera  of t radi t ional  weapons  wi l l  hold  a

s i m i l a r  con fe r ence  w i t h  Cavernmentr.

MY deleqation  welcomen  t h e  o t a t e m e n t  at 2 3  Septetier 1 9 8 9  hy the  Sec re t a ry  o f

State of the Ilni ted Staten of America and the Foreiqn Mlnietrr  of the Union of

Savi\?t Soc i a l  iAt Rcpuhl.icn o n  chamical  a n d  h i o l o q i c a l  weapons  and  hopar  it w i l l .  h e

followed  by  p rac t i ca l  atsps l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  to ta l  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s �
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(Mt. Hassan, United Arab Emirates)

stockpiles of such weapons. It was with satisfaction that we heard the

representatives of the two super-Powers declare their intention to eliminate those

weapons.

At the beginning of the age of d6tente and at this time of qualitative

progress in the relationship between the two super-Powers and the resultant

favourable developments in the international climate , wisdom dictates that we grasp

the opportunity afforded by the desire to replace confrontation with peace and

benefit from the mutual willingness to reduce the arsenals of nuclear and

convent ion al weapons. We should therefore pave the way for the reduction Of naval

armments,  which are a grave threat to our world , with so many destroyers and

aircraft carriers constantly prowling the seas, causing concern and instability and

further contributing to the pollution of the environment.

The illicit arms trade creates in the greedy and ill-intentioned an aggressive

desire for gain which leads to crime , terrorism and threats against the sovereignty

of States and the stability of societies. This trade is also a diabolical means

for the transfer of money and resources from where they are most needed for

development to the accounts of the rroguls who conduct such trade.

w country also condemns attempts to transport radioactive and toxic wastes

from the North to the South and dump them in the territorial waters of other

COUntLTieS,  on the high seas or in the territories of others. We are suffering from

such attempts: the waters of the Gulf have been sailed by certain ships Carrying

tOXiC  waste intended for dumping off certain Gulf ports. But since those attempts

have been unsuccessful, the toxic wastes have been dumped on the high seas, and

this is a matter of grave concern for the countries of the region since it has

increased the pollution of the Gulf P threatening marine life there.
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We who suffer the bane of armaments should try to beaueath to futUr@

generations a safer home in which they do not suffer as we do. Let outer space in

their time he free of the arms race and let it be the commcln domain of all humanity.

My country reiterates that it is essential to turn as many areas as possible

into nuclear-weapon-free zones of peace - in the Indian Ccean, South Asia, Iatin

America, the South Pacific, the South Atlantic, Africa, Antarctica and the Middle

East.

In the Middle East, which the a>untries of the region are striving to turn

into a nuclear-weapon-free zone, Israel has, since the 1950s been working to

introduce nuclear weapons into the region, hy manufacturing them locally, acouiring

them from abrcad, or both. ’Po this day, Israel has refused to submit its nuclear

facilities to international safeguards and has gone to great lengths in its nuclear

co-operation with the racist re’gime of South Africa.

Through its unremitting effort to asseale , stockpile and manufacture advanced

conventional weapons and chemical, biological and nuclear weapons in the Service of

its expansionist and aggressive designs, Israel has become a huge weapons arsenal

that daily practises oppression and terrorism against unarmad Palestinians who are,

like so many other peoples, striving to achieve self-determination. In addition ,

Israel continues to perpetrate acts of aggression against the countries and peoples

of the region.

Israel�s  CeCent test launching of an intermediate-range missile, whicn fell in

the vicinity of the city of Bengazi, in Libya, is further proof of its

determination to develop its nuclear capability in pursuance of its policy of

aggression.
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Yrrosl ir a  ntumhlinq-blook  impui.Iinq  t h e  progreAA a n d  d e v e l o p m r n t  o f  t h e

peopler o f  t h e  r a g l a n . 1t.A armed attack on the Iraai nuclear reactor provided

undeniablr p r o o f  o f  ita detormiration  t o  h i n d e r  a l l  t h r  attempt0  o f  t h e  countrien

cf the Middle bat to AChittVe advancement  and development. I t  ia al80 c o n t r i b u t i n g

ta  t h e  c r e a t i o n  a n d  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  tenrion i n  other rrgionr o f  t h e  wor ld ,

deprivinq t h e  people8 of t h o r e  regiona af ,-heir riqht to development by abrorbing a

great part of! their financial reaourcea  through ita exportr of weapons and other

meana nf deAth And destruction. A n d  i t  ha8 roce,ntly c o m e  t o  l i g h t  t h a t  eome o f  itr

cititenr have helped in the training And orgbniainq of drug trAffiCkin  qanqag

We Appreciate the onqoinq efforta of the United Nation8 and its bodier  in

demonstra t ing the  drngere inherent  in  the  arms race  And the etockpilins  Of

waapona. We applaud tho Orqanization~r  unremittinq  Aaarch for mean8 to hrlt  And

eliminate the scourge of armament. We crll upon the United Nationn to intWl8ifY

those  effort8 and to  seize  the  opportuni ty  provided by the  prersnt  propitiaul

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l ima te  t o  ach ieve  the  ohjectivoa fo r  w h i c h  i t  hA8 been 8triVing for

decadea.

Mr. MORTENSEN_  (Denmark) I I  should l i k e  f  i r e t  o f  a l l  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  y o u ,

SSr, on your e lec t ion  to  the  chai rmanship  of  thfe  important  Committee.  MY

congratulationa  a l r o  qo t o  t h e  o t h e r  membera  o f  Bureau. We trufft  that under your

leadarfthip  thir C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  c o n d u c t  i t s  huainas8  e f f i c i en t ly  a n d  w i t h  IUCCeRn.

On t h e  first d a y  o f  our w o r k  t h e  repreo*ntative  o f  F r a n c e  nlade  a rrtatemcnt  o n

behalf of the 12 memher Staten of the European Community. Denmark of course  fully

@ndorWm  t h e  viewr e x p r e e e a d  i n  Amhaesadhr  Morel�s  atatcment.
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Thr Firat Commit tee  haa in  recent  years witneared an encouraging hvOlOpmnt

t.cwatda a more ponitive, co-operative and non-cant rontational  atmoaphrre,  which

rhould  he henat ic ial to the work of the Commi  C.tae. Las t  yea r , we saw a higher

percuntaqe o f  ConlenauII  rwoYutions  i n  thr! Plrat C o m m i t t e e  t h a n  WOK beforr. That

t rend  should  ba purlrued, an teaolutions  o n  diearmament  irruer w i l l  h a v a  a  $JrmtcbC

i n f l u e n c e  o n  the diaarnamrnt  process when  t.hey are  oxprrasionr of  a  znncortrd v iew

of the Statcr Members ot; the Uni tad Nations.

The improved atmorphere in the! Comittee ir a reflection of the tnternational

8i tua tion and in par titular  of the rmch  improved rela tiona hetwwn Eddt r\d Walt

o v e r  t h e  p a n t  Cow ycrarrr. Recent ly  in  Wyaminq, t h e  Unitrd S t a t e n  am3 t h e  230viat

U n i o n  continuad  and intenaitied  t h e i r  dlaloqus  on  a  w ide  va r i e ty  of  irruer. That

poritivs  development RCC~ to have accluircrd a momentum of ita own an+ ha8 grortly

influmcsd the w h o l e  ranqc o f  EaRt-Went r e l a t i o n s .

In  the  arm control  and diaarmamcnt  area, tha t  t rend ha6 already produced aome

promising proqresa( a n d  t h e  prospects  for  r ea l  hrsakthrouqhs  aoem b r i g h t e r  n o w  t h a n

e v e r  before. At t h e i r  r o c e n t  high-level  m e e t i n q e , t h e  U n i t e d  Statas and  the Sovicnt

Union have token new, important stcpu towards brmdening*the  area of agreemnt  on

important arms-control and disarmament. insues. In Europe, the Vienna negotia  tiona

on convent ional  forceu in  Europe have had a good s tar t , mnd we  are  o p t i m i s t i c  t h a t

an agraement  on  convent ional  armed  forces  in  Europe can he worked out  in  the  near

fu turc.

Di@arrnament,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  t h e  prarcgativs o f  the super-Powern o r  o f  thff

European coun tt ierr, Dif!armarfmnt And tb.e  huildinq  of qreatcr  conf idence  and

rrecurity  are needed in all parta of the world and al,1 MeMmr  Statma bear a

reaponuihility  . Mu1  t i la  teral disarmament  measure8 are therefore  nabcrcrnaty to

eupport a n d  Rupplemcrnt  b i l a t e r a l  a n d  reqional  arms-control  a n d  disarmament

measurea. The  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  haR a  spec i a l  md very  impoptant  role to p lay  W
-.---
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/ continuing the prrrrure and l ncouraqament with the aim of prormtinq  dtaarnument

WQC  ld w Ida, F u r t h e r  proqrera i n  diaarmrmrnt  nhDuld h e  yxlral\ed  i n  FI ftamcrwork of

pooitive  in terac t ion  hetween the  ntultilnteral  and hilateral  dinmnnLoncc  of the

nrrqotia ting procenn. I n  th&t procon*, tho  Pirat Commit tee  hnn A  cent.t&l  ~nition.

T h e  raduction  o f  nucle.qr  arm 18 a n  i m p o r t a n t  p r i o r i t y  tn the diHarndment

proceaic. M y  co�)ntry strongly  aupprtrc  the mrttintied  efforts t o  reduce the rhlibncr?

o n  nuclear  daterrence. I�ho  t w o  nuprr-Powera  hava m&do a niqniticant  first BteP

w i t h  t h e  T r e a t y  o n  the iUi!ninIrtlan o f  Intermodtate-Ranqn  crnd  Shoctrc-Ranqc

Minaile3  - INF Trrvty  - a n d  a r e  continuinq  neqotiationB  dn a  50 p e r  cctnt rftductian

o f  their a~rrteqic n u c l e a r  waapnti,  which  wer? g i v e n  r o w  impetun  nt t h e  mnrtlnq i n

Yeptrmher of! the two For~bi~)n  Minia bra. We hope tblat the outntanding  ptohlemcl may

ha nolved, so that a  nr>w,  imprrtsnt  milcrtono  o n  the road t o  nuclear  diearIrMcmant

mcry hr reAched i n  the n e a r  f u t u r e .

An i m p o r t a n t  dl@mtnt  i n  t h o  firlcl Of nuolsar-hrrtu  cor~C.rol  in the T r e a t y  o n  t h e

Non-Prolifasation  ol! NUC:  err Weapon@ ( N P T )  , w h i c h  hdlr n�ab  a  niqnifiaant

Cont.CihlltiOn  t o  intqrnatlonal  ntnhility  anA oemrrity, Strong intrrnationnl  flopport.

for the NPT rdqlnm i.$ cnaantial  Par huiiding  confldenc(t nt b o t h  the qlohnl.  nncl t h e

Peqional  f eve1  . AAhdrtrncc  t o  t h a  Trna ty should  therefore  h e  unlvar%rrl. We welcome

r e c e n t  ac!Cb~aionP(,  h u t  n o t e  iit: t h e  ~bmo time t h n t  AO~P import13n�:  countrioa  r@mnin

nut.8 ida the Troo ty . W e  urqe all St.6 ten thnt. havI# not ya t  dono I)(> t o  jo i n  t h o  NPT,

w h i c h  hrra t h e  wirbst,  adhcrancc, of a n y  arms-COntrCl  agraemt3nt.

�RN  Forth Rnvicrw Conftirsrzs  o f  t h e  Part.len t o  t h n  NlV, to trr~  trc1.d  in 19011,  i n

bn imp0rtnnt  OCCIA i o n , w h i c h  s h o u l d  nerve t;, Rtrengthen t h e  Treaty further, �l�h e

ConTsrence  t n k e a  place dgainut  t!la hackqround o f  report!8 o f !  the rticl*ar  nmhitlonsr

o f  certain countries In difCernnt  partA af t h e  w o r l d . T h a t  ifi a  IMtter o f  g r e a t

c0ncern. All  prrtiea to  the Treaty should  work  actively to  ennura tho nucc~rrrf~;L
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OU~COIM  c)f the Raviow  C!anfe?rance, w h i c h  will. c o n t r i b u t e  t o  prcrret\ring  and  enhancinq

the  Non-Fro1  ifarathn Treaty .

T h e  c r e a t i o n  cf nuclear-weapon-free  zone8 in var ious par ts  of  the  war ld could

hc bn inrpc,rtsnt  contr  ih\ltian  t o  ncsn-pro11 fara t i a n  a n d  t o  t h e  diffarmament procaes  i n

qeqeral,  enrx+cially  i n  dress whcro n o t  811 countriea h a v e  acceded t o  t h o

nrdn-prol,iteration  T r e a t y . Fi:)ch  tonen muHt  t a k e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a  O f

each rcq I o n , a n d  hn hhnc?d  on arrhngemento  fr+aly a r r i v e d  a t  b e t w e e n  a l l  t h a  S t a t e s

of  tnrr req ione concerned.

An icrnua  clorsely  r e l a t e d  t o  th&t o f  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  in t h e  cancluaion  of A

compre~len9ivo nucl en,-test-ban  t r e a t y , w h i c h  i n  o u r  v i e w  in one o f  thq p r i o r i t y

i?r.suea  on the  tiqcntln  of  the;  Fi rs t  Commit tee . Ovar  the  vearR, Denmark  haa utgod and

aupportrd  ef�f~rta  nimtd Ht t h e  e a r l y  conclunion  o f  a  t r e a t y  h a n n i n q  a l l  n u c l e a r

tents,  i n  al1 L)nVir,>nment.o,  h y  a l l .  Stntea,  a n d  f o r  all t i m e .  W h i l e  n o t  a n  e n d  i n

itnelf,  h c o m p r e h e n s i v e  tent-ban  tfcaty would h e  arm import.ant step towardn  n u c l e a r

dlFMIrmflm%nt,  l npecislly hy impQdinq the development of new qunerations  of nucl.aar

wC!qX~ll~~  *ncl  would  cnhancc?  t h r  attroctivonnsR  of the NW�  rdgim for:

noI -nuclfia r-wr,rrx>n  Statea. AR n negatlatinq  body attandr?cl  hy a l l  f i v e

nucl Car-wearx)n 5tntea, t h a  ConfcrAnccl o n  I>iPnrmament.  in t h o  torum w h e r e

nrultt  1ntPrnl  naqottnrionn  o n  thr! tQnt-her\ irl~ue HhquXd take plncc!,Wo reqret,

however, that�,  t h e  (.�onterr+ncr, on Disnrmamerrt  ban n o t  yet:  Paen nhl.e to reach

AqrcrmMt o n  n msn~!nt.e  for an a d  h o c  cc>mmitt,er! cjn ,q nuclenr-t.a!+t  ban. A t  the name-*-C�I-

tim, WP npprecidtcr  the useful work  nf t h o  Cc>,rrfRrcnc@ on Pjnnr rrvrmtrt.  �IY Acl Hoc Group- - - -

o f  oaiRmic  expevtn.

We hAve  nl~o tnkcrn  n o t e  o f  thV f a c t  thilt  clnc  t h i r d  o f  the partie  t o  the!

pfirtial  tsnt-hnn  T r e a t y  o f  1967 have rauu\katcd the cnnveninq  o f  a n  a m e n d m e n t

confrrr@?!nc@  w i t h  a  view .to trnnaforminq t h a t  Trent.y 4.nt.o  n mmprahc.~nRive tact-hsn
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treaty. My country will of course play its active part in the deliberations at
/
1 such a conference.

We welcome recent progress in the bilateral step-by-step negotiations between

the United States and the Soviet Union on nuclear testing, and we hope as a first

result to see very soon the ratification of the two bilateral threshold treaties.

The intensive talks and negotiations as well as the joint verification experiment

have marked a sualitative  step forward in expanding the area of agreed verification

procedures.

Let me now turn to another subject of great interest to my country: the issue

of conventional disarmament. While the possession of nuclear weapons is restricted

to a small group of States , conventional arms.are present in all parts of the

world, and in a large number of countries the conventional arsenals are

substantial. The expenditure on conventional armaments and forces absorbs an

overwhelming proportion of all military budgets in the world and is a serious

economic burden to many countries, diverting resources much needed for

developmnt. Conventional disarmament is thnrefore a problem of a truly global

character, and the United Nations has a special and important responsibility to put

that issue high on the agenda of its disarnrament  deliberations. Denmark has over

the years taken a nun’ber of initiatives to promote discussions on general

guidelines and principles for conventional disarmament which could be a positive

contribution to regional efforts. We hope that the Disarmament Commission will be

able to reach agreement on a substantial report on that issue at its 1990 session.

The suestion of international arms transfer has always been part of the

concept of conventional disarmament, and we welcome General Assembly resolution

43/X I, which encourages IIy3re openness and transparency with regard to arms

transfers and also considers the problem of illicit arms trade. We see this as an



N a v a l  armamc*ntq  .qnd disI~rmamtwt  11ave  cyained ;it tnntion. The  co1.e  o f  n a v a l

raqard  to naval dicintnwrwnt in cwn~equenca of we1 I--known qmqcaphical  asymmc?tr if+F1 l

Opennaaa, transparency and objective  inft~rmatlc>n  are im[x)rtant  For naval as well as

fo r  o the r  dSflarmanr?nt a reas . A deepslIed in terna tianal tliscuas ion in appropr iate

mul t i l a t e r a l  forum, w i t h  n v i ew  to  estahlishinq t.ho neces sa ry  p r econd i t i ona  fat

fur thnt dovelopmw t of cant i dence- and security-huildinq  measUtr?R and disarmament

ta called for, in the area of mar itima forcer  (3s wall.
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My fina 1 remarks concern the question of chemical weapons. Denmark urqe8 the

early conclusion in  the  Conference on Disarmament  of  a  ql.obnl convention  tota l ly

hann inq chemical weapono. This ip~ a common  goal of the international CommunitYt as

was demonat-qtad  by the Paris  Conference  laclt January . I t  w a s  a  s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  *

s ignal  that  the necesftacy  pol i t ica l  wi l l  exis ts  to  overcome the  cemaininq  hucdlaa

and reach an early aqreement  \>n  a total ban on chemical weapons. Valuable  impettuR

t a  t h e  neqotintionu  i n  Mneva haa aleo b e e n  p r o v i d e d  cecent1.y  hy t h e

Government-Induatry  Conference against Chemical. Weapona  held in Canberra, hy the

United Statea-Soviet  Union joint statement on chemical weapons with the memorandum

of underAtandin9  regarding a bilateral  veriPication experiment and data exchange,

and by the proposals presented by the two super-Powers to the Censral Rsaembly.  AR

a convent ion on the  prohib i t ion  and des t ruc t ion  ot? chemical  weapons is one of  the

hiqhest  pr ior i  t ies  in  the  d isarmament  process it i s  impor tant  tha t  the  neqotia  tions

should  n o t  q e t  l o s t  i n  t e c h n i c a l  d e t a i l s  h u t  s h o u l d  r a t h e r  k e e p  t h e  pcl i t i c a l  qoal

of  a  qlohal  h a n  i n  t h e  fo re f ron t  o f  a t t en t i on . We  ca l l  u p o n  rrll partian  t o  t h e

neqotflrtfons t o  onntr i h u t a  t o  a n  e a r l y  s o l u t i o n  t o  t.ha remaininq  issues s o  t h a t  a

convent ion  can he  concluded  in  the  near  fu ture .

Tn concl ufiinq 1  e t  m e  r e f e r  t o  t9e r e p o r t  o f  t h e  Secretary-Ciineral. t o  t h e

Cinernl  RARemhly  a t  its f o r t y - f o u r t h  .%%ion, i n  w h i c h  it i s  n o t e d  t h a t  a  qua r t e r

n f  t h e  reRo~Sutiona  adopteri  e a c h  year h y  t h e  Ck?ncral  Aasenhly adrlress issues  o f

disarmament. T h i s  is seen as a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  cl?pth  a n d  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  the

kS@lr),ly�s  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h o s e  insuest  it ~130 r e f l e c t s  the consideration  t h a t  t h e

U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  h e  a t  t h e  Eorefront  oP mul tilatecal  e f fo r t s  In

t h i s  f i e l d . The  Secretary-Genera l  aLo makes the  point ,  however ,  tha t  the  number

of resolutions and a cei teration of old paqi.  t ions does not meet the demands of new

circumstances . We should keep this in mind, and hy way of new nncl  constructive
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approaches  to  the  problems before  us we should  a l l  cont r ibute  to  makinq the  work  nf

the First Committee during this seasion  of the Caners1 Aoserrhly meet the demsndrr  of

the new circumstances.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretatian  from Spsnishjr Before  adjourning the

mee  tinq, I should  I ike to  remind delegat ions  that  Monday,  30 October  ,  ia the

dead l ine  fo r  t he  submis s ion  o f  d r a f t  reaolutiona  o n  itenm 4 9  t o  6 9  a n d  1 5 1 .  1

w o u l d  a s k  d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  h a n d  t h e i r  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  to t h e  Sacratrcriat a .9  SOOn

as  pos s ib l e  fo r  procbasinq, espec i a l l y  t hose  d ra f t s  t h a t  m a y  h a v e  f i n a n c i a l

implicationo. This wil.3 n o  d o u h t  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  w o r k  of  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  and will

qive metier  S t a t e s  su f f i c i en t  t i m e  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  and commen t s  when  t he  d r a f t

r e s o l u t i o n s  a r e  discussc?d.

The fo l lowing speakers  are on the  lirrt for  the  meet ing th is  a f ternoon:

Indonesia, Norway, Ireland, Costa Rica and Ranq!.adash.

The meet ing rose  at  12.15 p .m.


