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In the absence of the Chairman, Mr .  MaRhhaAi  ( I s l amic  Repub l i c  o f  I r an )  took

t h e  Cha&,

The  meetinq  waR cal led ta  order  a t  3, 20  p .m.

AGENDA ITEXS 49 Iu 69 AND 151 (continuad)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Ms, CHAN Henq Chae (Sinqapore)  8 First nf a l l . , allow me to jc in other

deleqationfi  i n  offarinq Mr . Taylhardat  and his  Bureau Sinqapore’s  SinCere

c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  o n  h i s  e l e c t i o n  t o  o f f i c e . We are plea.sed and proud that a metier

of the non-aligned group haa been en trusted with th e i m p o r t a n t  t a s k  o f  Rteering  the?

de1  iherations  of the Committee, We are  conf ident  that  he and his  Bureau,  wi th  the

able a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t , wi l l  quide  th is  Commit tee  through the  Complex

and immrtant  agenda before  UB.

For  many pundi ts ,  th is  must  surely  be  a  winter  of  great  content .  We are

meet lnq  in  an  atmo.sphete  of va.st: improvement  in  re la t ions  between the  Uni ted  Sta tes

and the Soviet Union, and consequently of grow inq  optimism. Mr. Shevardnadxe,

E’areiqn M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  (Jnion,  said i n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  a t  t h e  h a q i n n i n q  o f

t h i s  I/ear’s  qe;l+?ral deba t e  t ha t  t a l k s  now qoinq o n  between t h e  (Jnited  S t a t e s  and

the Soviet I nion demonatra  te

“i.nCreaRinq a w a r e n e s s  by both sides  o f  t h e  need to cu)-operate  for t h e  benefit
‘

of mankind and qrowinq confi  dance that such co+pera  tion . , , i.c. pos!:ibb!“.

(A/44/PV.  6, pp. 34- 35)

S imi la r ly , P r e s i d e n t  Bush,  i n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  Central  Assembly ,  spoke  of

“signs of  a  new at t i tude  tha t  prevai ls  be tween the  Uni ted  State.=! and the

Soviet Union”. (A/44/YV. 4, p, 58)

T h i s  n e w  a t t i t u d e  i n  super-Pawer  r e l a t i o n s  ir, r e f l e c t e d  i n  i m p o r t a n t  advancen

in the arm; r:cn troi procesc;. T h e  Treaty o n  the Ellminatian  af fntermed.iate..Range

and Shorter-Range Misnilee  - XNF Treaty, though modest in the number of weapons it
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sought  to  e l iminate , is a  h i s to r i c  l andmark  hecause  of  its na tu re . For the f irst.

time, an arms-control aqreement was siqnod which effectively eliminated a whole

class of nuclear weapons, not  merely  se t t inq  l imi ts  to  the  arms race as  previous

agreements  had done. There are qood prospects fo r  a  o t r a t eq i c  a rms  r educ t i on

(START) aqreement to reduce hy half the number of intercontinental atrateqic

weepans. More  recently, we have had indications from President Bush and

Foreiqn Minis ter  Shevardnadze tha t  hoth  par  t ies  are prepared  to  neqot ia  te  the

eventual elimination of chemical weapons.

Beyond the arms-control arena, the very not ion of  an East-West  divide is  heinq

cues t ioned. In view of  s ignif icant  domest ic  chanqes in  the  Sovie t  [Inion and some

Eastern European countr  ien, we msy be close to seeinq  both super-Powers review the

fundamental .  hasis of  thei r  t radi t ional  qlohal r ival ry  and compet i t ion. Ueology  i s

no  longer  the  leitmotiv  of  super-Power  in teract ion, Conseauently,  there  may be

better prospects for neqotia  tione and accomrroda tion.

These developments are to be welcomed, Cer ta in ly , the  oppor tuni t ies  to  check

the nuclear-arms race have never  hcen het ter . What 1 am ahout to say t however,

will qua1 ify ma instream  optimism. ‘tt i s  n o t  m y  i n t e n t i o n  t o  d e n i q r a t e  t h e  r e a l

achievements or to diminish the triumphs of diplomacy in super-Power relations;,  nor

&I I want to  he a  Cassandra prophr?syinq  doom, b u t  a  n o t e  o f  soher  r e f l e c t i o n  may b e

tn o r d e r . 'I s p e a k  a s  t h e  reprenentativc?  of  a  s m a l l  c o u n t r y  w h i c h ,  l i k e  t h e

m a j o r i t y  of Mf?nbers  of t h e  llnited N a t i o n s , h a s  l i t t l e  marqin f o r  e r r o r . Small

S t a t e s  c anno t  a f ford  t o  t ake  t he i r  s ecu r i t y  fo r  q r an t ed . Tf we Lose, we  l o se  a l l .

Ropes  for  an  improvement  in  sllpec-Pawer  re la t ions  are not  new. They wax and

they wane. Althouqh  t h e  p r e s e n t  achievemente  a r e  r e a l ,  t h e r e  a r e  some  doubts  t h a t

an era of peace is at hand, For many of IIS, the  cort.seauences  of the  improvement  in

super-Power rala tiona’ could well he more complex and paradoxical. Consider  this:

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  r e a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  super-Power  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  variocls  r eg iona l
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c o n f l i c t s  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e . There has been soma progress in Namibia and Central

America, hut in Afghan iatan, in spite of the Geneva agreements and the withdrawal

of  Sov i e t  t r oops , the  k i l l ing  and des t ruc t ion  have not s topped. I n  Cambodia,  i t s

peop l e ,  a f t e r  11  yeacR o f  h i t te r  su f fe r ing ,  a r e  s t i l l  d e n i e d  t h e i r  i n a l i e n a b l e

riqht to aelf -determina  t ion even as they continue their a truqgle against foreign

occupation. In South Africa ,  the  moral ly  pernicious  apar theid  system s t i l l

continues to deny its majority the right to govern their own country. Nor does

there appear to he an end to the agony of people in the Middle East.

What are we to make of this? The ohvious point is that the super-Power

re la t ionship  i s  an important , but  not  t h e  s o l e ,  d e t e r m i n a n t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

developments . It may not even he the most compelling factor in intern? tiOna1

developments. I t  i s  a  common fal lacy to  hold the super-Powers  responaihle  for  the

w o r l d ’ s  i l l s . Accordinq  to t h i s  arqument, i f  supe r -power  i n f luences  a r e  removed,

r eg ions  w i l l  he  a t  peace ,  or  a t  l e a s t  l e s s  danqe rous  p l ace s . This  i s  s imply  not

borne out in real i ty . In deed , i t  i s  arguable  tha t  prec i s e ly  because  i t  i s  so

dangerous , super-Power  compet i t ion  is  a lso  inherent ly  more  caut ious . P rec i se ly

hecause  t he  s t akes  a r e  so  h igh , each move in the super-Power game needs to he

careful ly  weighed. I t  i s  not  a  co  inc idence  tha t ,  in  Europe,  there  has  not  heen a

single war since the end of the Second World War. I t  i s  not  a c c i d e n t a l  t h a t  n o t  a

single Sovie t  so ld ier  has died  in  combat  with  an  American soldier.

Super-Powers  are just  l ike  any other  Sta te , and no State has a monopoly of

v i r t u e . 17ne  of the most hitter ironies of the contemporary international system is

t h a t  som S t a t e s  - and I am not referring to the super-Powers - whose voices are

r a i s e d  l o u d e s t  i n  t h e i r  d e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  w a r  have  i n  f ac t  been at t h e

forefront  of  the  development  of  convent ional  arms, and have not heen Loath to une

these arm. There  are  s t i l l  countr ies  which are  a t tempt ing to  achieve  nuclear

capability. We have also witnessed son@ third world countries huild up their power
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pro jec t ion  capabili  tien  through the  acquis i t ion  of  b lue  water navies  an thei r

inetrument  t o  r e g i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p . There have been some third world Staten that

have  no t  hesitated t o  i n t i m i d a t e  t h e i r  s m a l l e r  n e i g h b o u r s  w i t h  a  h o w  o f  arma o r

ac tua l  m i l i t a ry  i n t e rven t ion . In  v iew of  these tendenciee,  t h e r e  is no  gua ran t ee

that  thrae States wil l  exhibi t  the  caut ion  inherent  in  super-Power  compet i t ion .

I do not wish to be mfsunderrtood. I  am not  appor t ioning blame or  praise.  I

am on ly  t ry ing  to  d raw attentlcn  diapaasionately  t o  a  cen t r a l  f ac t  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l

l i f e . The  persistence  of  conf l ic t ,  of  ambit ion,  of hegemony,  of  dominat ion,

deepi te the improvement in auper-Power rela tiona and the blurring of the

ideological divide, euggeste a more profound and fundamental cause.
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It iS t r u e  t h a t  t h e  s~per-P~we~s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  actoru i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

system, but they,  too,  operate  wi thin ,  and are  circurrrscrihed  hy,  that  system. This

suggests  t h a t  c o n f l i c t  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of  t h e  v o l i t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l

l e a d e r s  o r  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  this o r  t h a t  S t a t e , but the conseuuence of the very

na tu re  o f  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  S t a t e  sy s t em i t s e l f . In a system of competing

sovereign nat ion Sta tes , c o n f l i c t  i s  i n h e r e n t )  t h e  p r o p e n s i t y  t o w a r d s  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e

tempta t ions  of  ambit ion,  are  ever present .

How does a small State find security in a system of competing States? Much

has  been sa id  about  the  th i rd  world  as  the  v ic t im of  super-Power  conf l ic t . The

Case i s  SO o b v i o u s  t h a t  i t  n e e d  h a r d l y  b e  r e s t a t e d . What  i s  equal ly  obvious ,

though not  so  of ten  sa id , is  the  uncomfor table  fact  that  we have a lso  been the

benef ic iar ies  of  the  super-Power  game. In  a  system of  compet ing sovereignt ies

where conflicts are endemic, super-Power r ivalry  and the r isk  of  nuclear

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  h a d ,  i n  i t s  acorn  b i za r r e ,  ahhor ren t  way ,  fo rmed  the  ccre o f  an

internat ional  system of  checks and balances  that  has  afforded a  measure of

s t ab i l i t y  i n  an  i nhe ren t l y  uns t ab l e  wor ld , T h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a n  i d e a l  s t a t e  o f

a f f a i r s ,  b u t  t h e n , t h i s  i s  n o t  a n  i d e a l  w o r l d , and in  the  absence  of  a  fundamental

chanqe i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  S t a t e  system, it i s  possible t h a t  t h e

super-Power  balance of power has  a$ of ten server’ ,  the  cause of  s tabi l i ty  as  it has

generated instabil  i ty .

This  leads  to  a  centra l  and uncomfortable  paradox. The improvement in

supe r -Power  r e l a t i ons  does  no t  neces sa r i l y  make  the  wor ld  s a f e r  fo r  a l l  o f  Us3.

Indeed, it  may make the world more dangerouR for  some of us. If  some regional

Powers a r e  now ac t ing  i n  l e s s  d i s c r ee t  ways  thm they  have  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  i t  my h e

because  o f  t he i r  s ene ra l  r e ad ing  t ha t  t he  snpec-Pawers  a r e  l o s ing  interest  i n  t h e

regions  that  we’re  previously  regarded as the  cockpi ts  for  the i r  contests of

supremacy p T h e r e  is a  recoqnition tha t  t he  supe r -Power s  a r e  t,iking  s tock  o f  t he i r
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own power  l imi ts  and capabi l i t ies , and correspondingly  winding dam thei r  in teres ts

in  these  per iphera l  regions . I t  i s  t o  he  no t ed  t ha t  t he  r eg iona l  l ev i a thans  a r e

b e g i n n i n g  t o  f l e x  t h e i r  mu&cles, hoping  that  their  forays  wil l  go unchal lenged,

because the super-Powers may no longer see it to he in their interests to be

involved in  the  regional  t rouble-spots . Regional Powers hope that they will  no

longer  be  res t ra ined by the inherent caution of super-Pawet  compet i t ion .  Smal ler

countr ies  l ike  mine are inherent ly  l imi ted  in  the i r  abi l i ty  to  counter  such

a c t i v i t i e s .

What  can we do about  th is?  Smal l .  Sta tes  cannot  s i t  and wai t  for  the uncer ta in

frui ts  of  the  new de’tente.  Our  opt ions  are  not  many. We can he passive and leave

the playing field open for more powerful countries with ambitions of dominance to

carve out  l i t t le  empires  for  themselves , hut that would be a situation no better

than the  super-Power  r ival ry  we have been l iv ing with . I t  m a k e s  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e

whether we lose our sovereignty to a super-Power or to a country with pretensions

t o  g r e a t  powerr l o s s  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y  is l o s s  o f  s0vereiqnt.y.

If we are to avoid such an unhappy fa to, w e  s h o u l d  f i r s t  recognize  t h e  s t a r k

truth  that  the  Sta te  system is  a  fact  we cannot  wish away. We need to structure

ou r  po l i c i e s  a cco rd ing ly . Al l  countr ies  that  have sllrvlved  have exercised

hard-headed, pragmatic policies and have avoided the idealistic approaches  to

internat ional  problems which may invi te  d isas ter . T h i s  i s  a  c o u n s e l ,  n o t  o f

despa i r , but of real ism. This  does  not  mean that  the  impera t ives  of  the

internat ional  Sta te  system cannot  be  mi t igated. The  best  cure for  th is  systemic

problem is pragmatic mu1 tilateral ism. St  offers  smal l  and vulnerable  States  an

al ternat ive  to  the  super-Power  balance of  power  a?d the  prospect  of  regional  power

domination.

There  are  some who argue that  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  i s  a tooth less  t iger ,  but

they have mis ident i f ied  the  cause . Our problem has been, n o t  t h e  i n c a p a c i t y  t o
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deal  wi th  problems,  but the  fa i lure  to  recognise  thei r  root  causes. A closely

interdependent wor Id of numerous ,  compet i t ive  sovere ign nations is less  able  to

func t ion  peace fu l ly  and  e f f ec t i ve ly  w i thou t  an  e f f ec t i ve  i n t e rna t i ona l

organization. We shou ld  r ea l i s t i c a l l y  admi t  t ha t ,  whilst we may be unable to

prevent conf l ic ts , we can find ways of moderating them. We can persuade States

that  the oonflict  endemic  in  the  in ternat ional  sys tem should  not  require resort to

armed intervention and will  not he overcome by a build-up of nuclear-weapon

stockpi lea. We could try to convince.  them that conflict can be resolved in

peaceful ways. In today ‘s war ld , no State  can afford to  ignore the off icial

expression of world public  opinion conveyed through the resolutions emerging from

the Uni ted Nations.

In the search for conf l ic t  resolu t ion , t he  on ly  p r ac t i ca l  a l t e rna t i ve  we  have

to  super-Power  balance  consis ts  of  the  abi l i ty  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  to  provide

both peace-keeping and peace-making functions. United Nations peace-keeping forces-

were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize last year. This  i s  a  wel l -deserved recogni t ion

o f  t h e i r  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m . Certainly, more can be done to

s t rengthen and ra t ional ise  th is  democratic  securi ty system: t h i s  i s  i n  t h e

i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  s m a l l  S t a t e s . The United Nations may not be able to change the

e s s e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t u a l  nature  of  t he  i n t e rna t i ona l  S t a t e  sy s t em. It may not have

the  power  to  persuade cer ta in  Sta tes  to  abrogate  those in teres ts  they harbour that

a re  de t r imen ta l  t o  o the r  S t a t e s . But  a s t rong and effect ive  Uni ted Nat ions  can

c e r t a i n l y  o f f e r  a  t h i r d , viable option between domination by the super-Parers and

domination by the regional Powers. Thus, the  Uni ted  Nat ions  can mit igate  the  wors t

effects  of the  in ternat ional  State system hecause, in  represent ing the  moral  weiqht

of all its Members, the  Uni ted  Nat ions  can  help  ensure tha t  v io la t ions  of  the

sovereignty of one oountry by another do not go unchallenged. These  are  the
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promises of the United Nations Charter, and these remain the promises of Survival

fo r  sma l l e r  S t a t e s  l i ke  S ingapore .

Mr. SOUIDI (Tunisia) (interpretation from French) : The Tun  is Ian

delegation warmly welcomes the Chairman’s election to his post. As a seasoned

diplomat with a thorough and extensive knowledge of the problems affecting the

wor ld ,  a  r e co rd  o f  devo t i on  t o  peace  and  many  o the r  qua l i t i e s ,  he  i s  w l l l  f i t t ed  t o

be a dynamic and extremely successful Committee Chairman. Our congratulations qo

likewise to the other members of the Bureau and to the Chairman’s distinquished

predscessor,  Ambassador bche, who played a.1 admirable role during his term of

o f f i c e  a t  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n .
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In recent years we have witnessed events of vital importance to mankind.

History suddenly seems to have switched into a higher gear. Events which only

recently seened unthinkable, even Utopian, are no lOtIger  SO. The distrust which

was a feature of international relations for half a century, particularly between

the two super-Powers, is gradually giving way to relative mutual understwding.

Countries which have a monopoly of weapons of mass destruction and which compete in

the devising of ever-more-sophisticated weapons have recognised that the strategy

of deterrence, which everyone recognises has allmed mankind ta \.ive in relative

peace for the past four decades, has now evolved towards more understanding, to

what we can describe as genuine ditente in international relations.

It is said that to err is human, and the irreparable may occur, despite every

preventive measure and precaution, at any time. We have a wealth of examples.

However, aware of their glohal responsibilities and the intolerable burden of

military expenditures, the two super-Powers felt that the time was right to take

tentative steps towards edch other, to the great satisfaction of the international

conununity.

The five recent summit meetings between the United States and the Soviet Union

were crowned by the signing in Washington of the Treaty on the Elimination of

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - INF Treaty on 8 December 1987.

Encouraged by the successful implementation of various provisions of that Treaty,

the two signatories now envisage the conclusion of new agreements,

The momentum engendered by that first success gives promising prospects.

Significant negotiations are under way and proposals nave been made to reduce

ofEensive  strategic weapons by 50 per cent.

The two super-Powers propose to eliminate chemical weapons before the end of

the century, on a reciprocal hasis. They have just reaffirmed, in a joint

statement, their common desire to persevere in their efforts to achieve
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"a comprehensive, verifiable and truly global ban on chemical w@-3pOnS"

(A/44/578, p. 5)

together with the destruction of all stocks of such weapons.

Tunisia can only welcome those constructive steps, and we take this

opportunity to express OUT sincere appreciation to the United States and the Soviet

Union for the progress, even if limited, already made in regard to disarmment. We

call on them to persist in that direction and to redouble their efforts, because

the survival of all mankind is at stake.

Dialogue therefore seems to have regained its rightful place in international

relations, and its benefits are starting to be seen. Better understading between

East and West can foster the climate of dgtente, for which everyone has yearned for

so long. It has a real impact on the regional conflicts which unfortunately

continue to threaten international peace and security. The many hotbeds of tension

to be found in countries of the third world pose a serious threat to the fragile

balance in international relations. It is vital to eliminate these trouble-spots,

which have lasted for far too long, as soon as possible. Solutions consistent with

law and justice must he devise-d to that end.

Tunisia, which has constantly worked for just causes, therefore appeals for a

drastic reduction of conventional weapons. Everyone knows that it is such weapons,

not nWAf%r weapons, that have killed millions of hunmn beings since the Second

World War. They are often acquired by third-world countries, worsening the state

of underdevelopment in which those countries find themselves. Despite their

increasingly exorbitant cOsts, the traffic in weapons continues to flourish.

The Tunisian delegation feels that conventional weapons are as dangerous as

nuclear arms, and we call upon the great Powers and all the other countries

producing them to reduce to the greatest extent possible the production of, and

trade in, such weapons. During the last session the General Assembly emphasised
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the harmful  ef fec ts  o f  weapons t ransfers  in  regions  where  teneions  pers is ted .

requested mrbet  States to oonaider a number of measures, including

“Reinforcement  of  thei r  nat ional  ayetems of  control  and vigi lance

concerning product ion and t ranspor t  of  arms,

“Examination of ways and means of refraining from acquiring arms

a d d i t i o n a l  t o  those  needed  fo r  l eg i t ima te  na t i ona l  s ecu r i t y  requiremsnts

( r e s o l u t i o n  43/75  I., p a r s .  2).

It

II. . .

I t  ie no secret  that  mil i tary  expendi tures  are  a grave burden on na t ional

budgets . We are talking about limi tinq weapon8 and about disarmament, but

competit ion continues apace. The Treaty on intermediate- and shorter-range

miss11 es  s igned a t  Washington affects barely  4  per  cent  of  the  weapona  in the

s tockpi les  of  the two super-Rnvers. The General Aaserrbly  has rightly charged the

Disarmament Commission with reconsidering the item entitled “Reduction of military

budgets ‘. Unfortunately, the Commission’s recommendations in that regard have 80

far come to nothing.

The considerable  resources  inves ted  in  the  product ion  and accumula t ion  of

increas ingly  sophis t ica ted weepons  could  useful ly  be devoted to  more  noble

purposes. We are today witnessing an unprecedented worsening of the

underdevelopment of many third-world countriest entire populations are being

decimated by famine and disease. The international community cannot remain

indifferent to such a deter iora tion. Out  of  so l i da r i t y  and  r e spec t  f o r  t he  nob l e

p r i n c i p l e s  t o  w h i c h  i t  io comnitted, i t  must without fur ther  delay consider  the

situation, which otherwise can only get worse?, a n d  f i n d  a  s o l u t i o n  tha t  is

e f f ec t i ve  and  p roduces  r ap id  r e su l t s ,

hading economists are cOnvIncea  tha t  i t  would  be  poss ib le  to  overcome

underdevelopment  if  a rrodest percentage of  mil i tary  expendi tures  were  devoted to
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tha t  end. Diaarmemsnt and development  aid are clorely  l inked,  md w feel  that

this must hecome a major issue in the coming decade.

Tunieia,  which has a special poei t ion on the Mediterranean shore and which har

a leading tourist  industry,  reiterates the ptesaing appeal that the Mediterranean,

cradle  of  our  oldest c iv i l ina t ione ,  rhould  becomes  a genuine  sea of  pence, mge ther

wi th  the other coasta l  Sta tee ,  It yeacne to  he  spared mil i tary  compet i t ion  and the

r iva l ry  o f  nava l  forces .
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Israel , however, not sat isf ied with the aowing of  hat red,  death  and terror  in  the

Middle East,  particularly  in  the  occupied Arab territories,  is now working to

expand the range of ita aqgrescrion  in order to experiment with ever more

aophisticatsd weaponry. Indeed, it  chose the ahorea of the Mediterranean to

explode a new missile. Benefi t inq from the indulgence and impunity extended to it

by certain Powers, Tel Aviv, which really has a aizeahle nuclear arsenal, continues

t o  diareqard  the  r e l evan t  resolutions  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Natione, ae r ioue ly  t h r ea t en ing

world peace and Recurity. The  t ime has  now cOme  to  ca l l  i t  to  order  and to  urqe  i t

t o  show  some  r ea t r a in t  .

The prol i fera t ion  in  nuclear  weapon8 throughout  the  wor ld  i s  deeply  d ia turbing

to a11 countries committed to peace, Tunisia  hae already had occaa icn to draw the

at tent ion  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conununity t o  t he  g rav i ty  o f  this issue and hae

r e p e a t e d l y  a p p e a l e d  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  denuclearized  zonea,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e

Middle  East  and in Africa. I n  thiR r e s p e c t , we might remind you that two oountriee

located  i n  t hoae  r eg ions  a r e  continuinq  t o  f l o u t  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  r e e o l u t i o n e  cn this

s u b j e c t . Israel  and South Afr ica,  the  two cauntriea in auestion,  already poe8eb.s

a izeahle  n tockpi les  of  nuclear  weaponfi, but they are now work inq actively to

develop etlll m o r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  armaments. The international community,

pa r t i cu l a r ly  t he  ~nbjor  Powers , i s  d u t y - b o u n d  t o  c a l l  upon  theee two  r eca l c i t r an t

CClintr!es to amply with its wished, repeatedly expremeed  in international  forums,

and to implement the recommendation.ci  of the General Assembly. Tel Aviv and

Pretor ia  must adhere  wi thout  delay to  the  Treaty  on the Ncn-Prol i ferat ion of

Nuclear  Weapons (NPT)  and refra in  f rom the  development  and fur ther  tes t ing of  new

weapons of mass  or  se lec t ive  des t ruct ion. Both muat  e u h m i t  t h e i r  n u c l e a r

faci l i t ies  to  monitoring  by the  Interns  tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) ,  the eolr

body  qua l i f i ed  t o  pe r fo rm the  app rop r i a t e  ve r i f i c a t i on  exe rc i s ea  and  t o  p rov ide ,  i n

return, the necessary quar an teesi.
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I f  Tun i s i a  ie p l ac ing  spec i a l  emphaeie  cn this ma t t e r ,  we  do  80 because  our

country was, on two occasions within a period of four yearat  the victim of Iaraeli

aggression, despite the considerable dietance  between our two countries.  More

recently, despite the many rebuke8 and expressions  of condemnation  by the Security

C o u n c i l ,  Irrrael t e s t e d  a  miaeile  close  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  a  neighbouring

S t a t e . I am suite sure that  the major i ty  of  my colleaguea  here  ahare the

leqi t imate  concerns  of  the  Tunieiar  delegat ion.

Indeed,  hm can one not draw at tent ion to  the  gravi ty  of  a fresh scourge which

could  have aer ion consequences for  the  environment  and soi l  fer t i l i ty ,  threatening

t h e  h e a l t h  o f  ent i re  p e o p l e s  i f  i t  ie n o t  goon stopped?  Ae you  may have  guessed ,  I

am referring to the dumping, i n  c e r t a i n  parta o f  t he  wor ld ,  of  toxic and

rad ioac t i ve  i ndus t r i a l  waste. T n e  c h o i c e  o f  c e r t a i n  industrialized  c o u n t r i e s  - a

very  emall number ,  i t  i s  t rue  - hu f a l l en  upon Afr ica ,  our  arm c o n t i n e n t :  victim

a8 i t  ie o f  80 m a n y  1118  a n d  n a t u r a l  dieaeterr  i t  s h o u l d  b e  spared further

eacrif ices ard, instead , helped to emerge as soon aa pose ible  f corn its eta te of

unde rdevelopmen t . Our generation inher ited a wor Id which was a relatively decent

p l a c e  t o  l i v e  i n . Weapons of ma88 destruction had not appeared on the scene  and

pollution was practically unknown. ThiR  i s  n o  l o n g e r  t h e  case 8 humani ty  is

running enormous risks. Nuclear and conventional weapons accumulated here ard

there around the world are  capable  of  des t roying our  planet  many timea  over.

Tunis ia ,  which  has a lwaya a t tached great  importance to  dia logue in

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  a8 well  18 in &meetic  relationa,  w i l l  mntinue  to work

tireleerly  for the comple te  prohib i t ion  of nuclear  teute,  the  conclus ion  Of new

agreement@ f o r  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  arms r ace  and  fo r  comple t e  and  ve r i f i ab l e

d i ea rmamen t  (LB t h e  o n l y  .way tc a c h i e v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e  8nd recurity.

At the end of my brief statement - today, on United Nation6  Day - let  me pay a
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warm Tribute  to the  Secretary-General  for  his  energy ad devoted  service  to  the

cause of peace and for the corrunendable  work already performed under his leaderrhip

b y  t h e  U n i t e d  Nations  and its epecialized  aqenciee,

Mr. PHAM N(;AC  (viet Nam) I Permit  me to take this opportunity to extend

the f el ICI ta tions of my delega ticn  to Mr. Taylhardat on hia aeeumption of the

?hairmanahip o f  t he  First C o m m i t t e e  fo r  the  fo r ty - four th  eeesion  o f  t he  Caneral

Assembly. I  am confident  that  hie exper ience  of many years  in  the  f ie ld  of

disarmament will be of value guiding the deliberations of the Cormnittee to a

euccessf ul concl u8 ion. I should  a lso  l ike  to  congratula te  o ther  members of the

Bureau who will  he assisting the Chairman in carrying out his cesponaihilitiee.

The delegation of Viet Nam would like to amsure  the Chairman of it8 full

co-opera t ion  in  the  d iucharqe  of  hia mandate .

The  pos i t ive  developments  of the  very recent  paet g ive  grounds ,  deepi te  MY

trends  to the  contrary,  for  speaking of substant ive  changes  in in ternat ional

rela tiona. This process ie also being promoted by the successes achieved in the

resolution o f  r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t 8  b y  p o l i t i c a l  means, t he  r e l axa t i on  o f  t en s ions  and

the  growing suppor t  for  a conprehensive  approach to  in ternat ional  peace  md

socur  I ty . On the  whole,  there  seem to  exis t  a t  present  favourable  conditions  for

the  achievement ,  by fur ther , f a r - r e a c h i n g  disacmamant  steps, o f  a  S t a t e  o f

internatiOnal  r e l a t i ons  t ha t  wou ld  e f f ec t i ve ly  exc lude  a  policy o f  con f ron t a t i on

and arms build-up. The increasingly dynamic reduct ions  in  mil i tary  arsenals  have

proved basic to the po6itive  changes that have made it  possible definitely to ward

off  the mil i tary threat  and to  redi rec t  the course of  world affairs  away from

confronta t ion and towards  co-opera t ion, un&ratanding  a n d  n e q o t i a t i o n .

Everyone deiarea peace, but  opiniona  differ ae t o  h o w  h e a t  i t  c a n  b e

achieved. Some in the West are oDnvinced  that the beat guarantee of their peace ir

absolute mili tary Ruper  ior i ty ,  but  unless the other side accept8  mil i tary
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i n f e r i o r i t y , which  la a  doubtful  aaeumption, t h i s  positicn  i n e v i t a b l y  leads t o an

arms race tha t  haa brought  uu in to  the  dangerous  situation  we are in  today.  We

hold  the  v iew tha t  the  beet way to  prevent  warI nuclear  war  IncluQed,  on a  las t ing

baaie, is  to  t rannfocm the in ternat ional  syatem in to  a  new glohal  order  in  which

dispu tee between na tione  can be rerolved without resot ting to violence. Until such

a new world order IR eetahliahed, workable measures  are needed for nations to

defend themselves. wo al terna tive methods are deterrence or elee maintenance Of

mutual ly  beneficial  peaceful  re la t ione among nat ions .
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A whole  vari.:ty of measures can he taken to eliminate or at least reduce the danger

o f  nucl.ear w a r . Some are simple short-term measures! others are more far-reachinq

and  w i l l  t a k e  l o n q e r . our ul tima t e  g o a l  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a  t o t a l l y  d i s a rmed  wor ld .

Tn such a  wor ld ,  the  construct ion of  inst ruments  of  murder  wi th  the  pr imary purpose

of  kil.linq  p e o p l e  w o u l d  n o  l o n q e r  h e  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e ,  h u t  t h i s  i s  a  lonq-term

qoal that  cannot  he  achieved overnight.

L i k e  A  t r a i n , the  arms race  must  f i rs t  come to  a hal t  before  i t  can he

reversed. The most modest, h u t  I n  t h e  s h o r t  t e r m  p e r h a p s  t h e  most fea8ihle

neqotlnted  arms-contro l  measure  would  he  an aqreement  between the  Sovie t  [Jnion and

the  IJni ted Sta tes  for  an immediate  nuclear -arms Freeze which would ,  in ter  alia,

provide  for  a simul. taneous, t o t a l  stoppaqe  o f  any  fu r the r  p roduc t ion  o f  n u c l e a r

weapons and a compl et@ ha3 t to the production of f issionahle  mater ial for weapon

purposes. A nuclear-arms f reeze ,  whi le  not  an end in  i t se l f ,  would  cons t i tu te  an

effect ive  s tep towards  prevent tnq the  cont inued increase  and aualitative

improvement of existinq nuclear weaponry dutinq the period when negotiations were

tak inq place, and at  the  Rarre t ine  would  provide  a  favouratjle  environment  in  which

t o  conduct  neqotia  tions t o  r e d u c e  a n d  eventualJy al iminate  nuclear weapons. lb t h e

arms race, a nuclear freeze in what a cease-f ire is to rl war. UBU?i13.y,  a n

agreement o n  A  cea?~e-fire  Is ne!adF?d  hafore a n y  meaninqful p e a c e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  can

heqin.

Less f a r - r e a c h i n q  t h a n  r7 f r e e z e , hut  3 vary  usefu l  aqceement  neverthel  ess,

would  be  a  comprehensive  test  ban on all nuclear  weapdn8,  whether  of o1.d or  new

type8. Tn this connection, we welcome the  nnqoinq neqotiations  hetween the  Soviet

Un ion ar,d the  [Jni  ted  Sta tes , a n d  n o t e  w i t h  .satiFIfaction  the  s i gn i f i c an t

d e v e l o p m e n t s  on improved  ve r i f i c a t i on  arrangementa t o  f ac i l i t a t e  t he  r a t i f i c a t i on

of  the  Treaty  between the IJni.ted States  of  America and the  Union of  Sovie t

Socialist Republics  on the Limitation of Underqround Nuclear Weapon TeSts, siqned
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on 3 July 1974, and the Treaty between the United States of America and the Union

of Soviet Socialist  Republics on Underground Nuclear EXplOBiOn8  for Peaceful

Purposes,  aigned on 28 May 1976. we eee a n  o r g a n i c  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  issue8  of

cont inued  nuclear  teRting  and the  nuclear  non-prol i fera t ion rhgime.

Mr. Eduard Shevardnadze, Mini8 ter for Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union, speak ing

on 8 June 1988 at the third special session of the General Assenhly  devoted to

disarmament, emphaa ined that

1, . . . w i t h o u t  l i m i t i n g  a n d  h a n n i n g  n u c l e a r  t e s t 8  i t  i8 d i f f i cu l t ,  and  even

impose ihl e , to  prevent  the  g lohal  spread of nuclear  weapons”.  (A/S-lS/PV.l2r

p. 69-70)

The Soviet moratorium bore out one of the main conclusions that can he drawn from

the 1963 Moscow Treaty, n a m e l y ,  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  i s  a  d e c i s i v e  fac tor  i n  h a l t i n g

nuc l ea r  t e s t s . At i ts  plenary meet ing8 yeaterday and today the General  Asserrbly

diRCu88ed at  l e n g t h  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  c e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  of

n u c l e a r  t e s t s  would  i n  l a rge  measu re  be  a  f i t t i ng  r e sponse  t o  t he  hea r t - f e l t  appea l

of mank ind. This  auest ion takes  on a  specia l  urgency ina8Iruch as  the  Treaty  on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NFT)  comes up for a periodic review in 1990.

The Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the NPT is scheduled for

August  I.9901 the  f i rs t  sess ion of  the  par t ia l  tes t -ban Treaty  amendment  conference

can and should  be  held  before  tha t  date . I n  i t s  t u r n , the 1990 Review Conference

could  g ive  impetus  to  the  work of  the  par t ia l  tes t -ban t reaty  amendment

conference. Any at tempt  to  delay or  s ta l l  negot ia t ions  a t  the  amendment  conference

would  not  only  cons t i tu te  non-compl iance  with  Treaty commitments,  it would  al80

p r e v e n t  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  f r o m  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  OhligatiOn8. I n  a r t i c l e  V I  o f  t h e  NPT,

all Parties t o  t h a t  Treaty h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  p u r s u e  negotiations  i n  g o o d  f a i t h  o n

e f f ec t ive  measu re8  r e l a t i ng  to cessation  of  Lhe  n u c l e a r - a r m s  r ace  a t  an  ea r ly
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A comprehensive test-ban  treaty is the premier effective measure, and an

ear ly  date  cer ta inly means some t ime before  the  expira t ion of  the  or ig inal  term in

force of the NPT.

Nuclear issues have always accompanied the attempts towards arms reductions in

The INF Treaty between the Soviet Union and United States has had a

multiple impact  on the  negot ia t ions  on convent ional  armed forces . On the one hand,

it has made the issue of conventional disarmament in Europe even more imperative.

Stabi l i ty  on the  convent ional  level  must  be  achieved with  a  view to  avoiding fears

of  a  su rp r i s e  a t t ack  and  l a rge - sca l e  o f f ens ive  ope ra t i ons . The forces should be

re s t ruc tu red  fo r  e f f ec t i ve  de fence  o f  t he i r  own  t e r r i t o ry ,  bu t  be  i ncapab l e  o f

o f f ens ive  ope ra t i ons  deep  i n to  t he  t e r r i t o ry  o f  o the r s . On the other hand, the

agreement ,  by the  very fact  of  i t s  having been reached,  could have a posi t ive

inf luence  on disarmament  effor ts  on other  levels  of  the  mil i tary  halance  in

Europe. The INF Treaty contains a verification rigime which has gone far beyond

what had been even optimistic expectations on1 y a few years ago. It haci t h u s  s e t

important precedents for arms control which may also mntribute  in a wsitive way

to  address ing the  i ssue  of  convent ional  forces  in  Europe. F i n a l l y ,  i t  h a s  heen

both  the  express ion of , and  a  fu r the r  f ac to r  i n ,  improved  Fast-Kest  r e l a t i ons ,

which are  essent ia l  for  a  successful  arms-control  d ia logue.

We a re  also fo l l owing  w i t h  grea t  i n t e r e s t  t he  s t r a t eg i c  a rms  r educ t i on  t a l k s

(START) going on between the Soviet Union and the United States. Substantial

progress  on th is  netter has  been made. The two sides have confirmed the

50 per  cent  reduct ion in  s t ra tegic  offensive  weapons . The Moscow meeting between

President Mikhail Gorbachev and then President Ronald Reagan in June 1988 confirmed

the  ea r l i e r  dec i s i ons  on  s t r a t eg i c  o f f ens ive  weapons and  an t i - ba l l i s t i c  m i s s i l e s ,

and s ignif icant ly  broadened the  area of  agreement . The aqreements concluded at the
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Soviet-American talks in Wyoming have given rise to the hope that they will provide

st rong impetus  for  the work of  other  mul t i la tera l  negot ia t ing forums on

disarmament. S o  f a r ,  a l l  t h e  u n r e s o l v e d  a u e s t i o n s  a r e  auestions o f  p r i n c i p l e .  I f

the understandings already reached in Washington and Moscow are strictly adhered

to ,  those  ques t ions  can  he se t t led . The conclusion of a treaty on a SO per cent

reduction in strategic weapons would have an extremely beneficial effect on the

fur ther  reduct ion of  s t ra tegic  arms as  wel l  as  of  a l l  o ther  weapons,  and on the

development of mutually advantageous co-operation between the countries in science,

c u l t u r e , and economic and trade relations. This would he a historic human

achievement of immense significance on the road of genuine nuclear disarmament and

of the abatement and eventual removal of the threat of nuclear war, and an

improvement  in  a l l  aspect8  of  in ternat ional  re la t ions . Nuclear weapons can in fact

become impotent and obsolete, if no one will design them, no one will build  them,

no one will vote for them, n’l one will pay for them, and no one will use them.

Much has been said about the proliferation of chemical weapons. The Par is

Conference held in January this year on the prohibition of chemical weapons

highl ighted the  importance of  the  prevent ion of  any fur ther  prol i fera t ion and use

of chemical weapons. The Conference served as  a  vehicle for  reaff i rming the

val idi ty  of  the  Geneva Protocol  of 1925 and ra l ly ing s t ronger  suppor t  for  i t . Even

though the Geneva negotiations have worked out general provisions covering many of

the major elements of a convention on chemical weapons, several  very senai  t ive  and

complex problem  rerm in to he solved. *

* The Chairman took the Chair.
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We fully share the views of the participants in the Paris Conference, as

stated in its Final Declaration:

"The participating States stress the necessity of concluding, at an early

date, a Convention UI the prohibition of the development, production,

stockpiling and use of all chemical weapons, and on their destruction. This

Convention shall be global and comprehensive and effectively verifiable. ..=

All :Yates are requested to make, in an appropriate way, a significant

contribution to the negotiations in Geneva by undertaking efforts in the

relevant fields." (A/44/88, para. 3)

The Government-Industry Conference against Chemical Weapons recently held in

Canberra, Australia, also made its contributicn to this end.

Because of the existence of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction,

with both their quantitative and aualitative aspects, and the continuing danger of

their proliferation, it remains important to promote regional disarmament

initiatives in support of peace and disarmament, including the designation of

nuclear-weapon-free zones and zones of peace as well as the implementation of

confidence-building measures. Viet Nam consistently supports the establishment of

nuclear-weapon-free zones in Africa, the Balkans, Central Europe, the Middle East,

the Med:terranean, Northern Europe, South-East Asia and the South Pacific, the zone

of peace in the Indian Ocean and the zone of peace and co-operation of the South

Atlantic.

As the Second Disarmament Decade draws to a close, the need for a third

disarmanrent  decade is widely recognized , with a view to maintaining the current

momentum and accelerating the disarmament process. We share the views of many

Member States which advocate the declaration of the 1990s as the Third Disarmament

Decade. The Third Disarmament Decade should serve the ultimate objective of the

disarmament process, which is general and complete disarmament under effective
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international control. It should help to intensify joint efforts, at the

multilateral and bilateral levels, to solve the broad spectrum of disarmament

issues, strengthen security and ensure greater confidence and an atmosphere of

trust.

Our world today is one of lessening tension andstress, though that is not to

say that it yet verges on co-operation and peace. We also realize that we are

living today in a state of interdependence between nations. Our country was

dominated by foreign Powers for centuries, and during the last 50 years four

consecutive wars have wrought havoc on our country. While the Vietnamese people

have made sacrifices to regain and maintain their independence, other nations have

been able to enjoy peace and stability and devote themelves  to development. For

this reason, Viet Nam, more than any other nation , needs peace and stability. Our

top Priorities today are peace and development. Over the last two years Viet Nam

has already demobilised half a million men and women from its army and it is

continuing to demobilize. Viet Nam is also firmly conunitted  to improving its

re1atia.z with other countries, primarily with the countries of our region. The

eVer-ClOSer co-operation of the countries in the region and the widening of

relations between each of the regional countries and other countries are

indispensable factors for any country in seizing the opportunities for development

and for the region to become more dynamic and resilient.

We are rapidly approaching the last decade of the twentieth century. It has

been a century of breathtaking advance in life-saving and life-enhancing medical

technology, Of breaking through the boundaries that for all of human history had

kept us tr the surface of the planet on which we were born, a century of incredible

progress in the technologies of communication and transportation binding us to each
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other in one world. It has also been a century with mote  than 200 warRr  including

the two most destructive ware in human history and, of oourse,  the emergence of the

grave  t h r ea t  o f  nuc l ea r  s e l f - ann ih i l a t i on .

We have but one more decade to write the story of this century. S h a l l  i t  h e

the  las t  chapter  in  the  a tory of a deeply f lawed speciea  whore  technica l  br i l l  iance

Outran i t s  i n s t i n c t  f o r  s u r v i v a l ?  I n  w h a t  r e m a i n s  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y  t h e r e  i s  atill

time t0 find the wisdom to change the course of hietory. It i s  wi th in  our  power  to

make the end of the twentieth century the beginning of a new era. We can choose to

di rec t  our resources  away f rom dest ruct ive  and toward8 const ruct ive  purposea and 80

create unprecedented prosperity to accompany  our new-found gocur i ty. It ie

l i teral ly  a choice between l i fe  and death ,  and i t  i s  up  to us6 We can choose  life,

we must choose life, and I believe we will.

Mr. ALMtJAKKAF  ( L i b y a n  Arab Jamahiriya)  ( i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f r o m  A r a b i c ) :  I

wieh to begin by conveying to youI S ic ,  my  warmeet cong ra tu l a t i ons  i31 y o u r  e l e c t i o n

as Chairman of  the Conuni  t tee  for  the current  sess ion. I  am confident  that ,  with

your well-known experience in diearmament  mnttere ,  y o u  w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e

success of the Committee’s work, I wieh you every success. I  c a n n o t  f a i l  t0

express  my thanks to  your predecessor ,  Ambaasadol’  RDche,  for  his  wise guidance of

t h e  Corfunittee’s  b u s i n e s s  i n  the  l a s t  s e s s ion . I  w i s h  a l s o  to Obngratulate  t h e

other  off icers  of  the  Commit tee .

In recent  years the world has witnessed  a remarkable development towarda

&tente  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s . T h i s  developmsnt  h a s  c r e a t e d  p o l i t i c a l  a n d

security changes in international  re la t ions  and changes  in the  f ie ld  of

diaarmamnt,  leading, in a pod tive manner 8 t6 pcogreee tawarde t h e  f i n d i n g  o f

8olUtiOnS t0 6ome  c u r r e n t  p r o b l e m  a n d  conflictcl. My  de l ega t i on  expreesea i t s

eatisfactlon  a t  t h e  developmentr  witneseed  by the  wor ld  t oday  i n  b i l a t e r a l  and

multilateral negotiation8 with a view to achieving agreements on the general and
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complete alimina tion  of nuclear weapons ancl  the ending of the nualrrr-armr  race

between States poeeeeeinq  such weapons. My  de l ega t i on  alao supporta  a l l  t.he

PrOpoFlale and broad pr inoiplee  aimd at the general md oomplete  eliminatiar  of

nuclear weapons nnd the  ceelaation of  the  arms race in  a l l  ita aspwtr  with  a view

to the achieveimnt  of interna tlonal peace and eecutity.
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There is no doubt that nuclear diaarmnmcnt ia tundamental  to auestione  Of

digarmament i n  g e n e r a l . Recauae the process  of  disarmament  affecta the  v i ta l

sacuri t y  i n  tereate  of  a l l  Sta t e s , and  g iven  t he  ro l e  o f  diearmsment  ard

arms-l imita t ion measures  in  the  consol ida t ion  of peace  and the  strengthening  of

in ternat ional  eecurity,  my country  attaches specia l  impor tance  to  thi8  me8 t ion  in

accordance wi th  the  order  of  pr ior i ty  es tabl ished in  the  Final  Document  of the

f i r s t  s p e c i a l  seanion OF t h e  Caneral  Ae8smbly d e v o t e d  t o  diearmamsnt o f  19781

nuclear  weapons ,  then other  weapons  of mass des t ruc t ion ,  inc luding chemical

weapon8  , The ver t ica l  and hor izonta l  prol i fera t ion of nuclear  weapons has  heCoW! a

g r o a t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  comuni.ty. The nuclear stockpiles and arsenals

of nuclear -weapon StateR are 

T h u s  i t  i n  incurrbant  o n  USI nil  t o  m a k e  fu r the r  e f fo r t s  a n d  t o  m u s t e r  the  necessa ry

pol.itical.  will  tn carry nut. more nsyotiationFi  on a comprehensive  han on al.1 forma

of nucl*ar  weapons. A t  t h e  qdrne t i m e , a l l .  metiers  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  corraunity,

ii) p a r  tlcular  t h e  nuclecr-weapon  StateR, m:m t  ful ly  abide hy the  provie  ions  of  the

Treat,)’ on the Non-Pro1 iferatinn  of Nuclear Weapons, wh ich  must be expanded so that

L t.s i.mplnn#nta  t  ion ie truly un iverRn1.

Thrr eFf0rt.s  o f  m a n y  Mertbers o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  In  pa r t i cu l a r  t he  S t a t e s

memher.s ?f 'ihe M o v e n e n t  o f  Non-Aliqned  Countrier;l, TV) amend t h e  p a r t i a l  test-ban

T r e a t y  

for the consideration of the proposed amendment of the Limited Teat-Ban Treaty
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in  order  to  make i t  a  compreheneive  teat  ban. We alao aupport the proposal on the

mandate under which the Conference on Diearmament would eatabliah another comnittee

with  a  v iew to  conduct ing mu1 t i la tera l  negot ia t ions  on a  comprehensive  teat -ban

t r e a t y .

My country supports the idea of eatabliahing nuclear-weapon-free zones  and

peace xonea in var ioue reg iona of the world with a view to bringing about a world

completely free from nuclear weapons, a world of internaticnal  peace and security.

In that process  the special character is ticft of every reg ion mlls t he taken into

account.

In thim regard my delegat ion  would  recal l  the  decis ion  of  the  Organization  of

African Unity (OAU) on the denuclearization  of Africa. That  objec t ive  wi l l  he

d i s t a n t  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a t t a i n  ae l o n g  a8 t h e  r a c i s t  regimea i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d

occupied  Pales  t ine  cont inue  to acquire  nuclear  weaponbr  to  conduct  nuclear  tests,

to  develop thei r  nuclear  programmes and to  s t rengthen thei r  nuclear-weapons

capabili ty , and as  long as they continue to  refune  t6 accede tc the

non-p ro l i f e r a t i on  T rea ty  and  t o  p l ace  a l l  t he i r  nuc l ea r  facilitiee  u n d e r  t h e

safeguards of  the Internat ional  Atomic Energy Agency - no t  to  mentian the  cons tant

and organic  col laborat ion of  those  two rdgimee in  developing thei r  nuclear-weapon

capahili ties and delivery sye terns. The two a ctR of direct agqrees ion against

s i s t e r l y  mniaia b y  t h e  Zionist  entity! itff a c t  o f  a r m e d  a q q r e a a i o n  against

s i s t e r l y  Iraat ite r e c e n t  t e a t  o f  internrediate-range  miasiJee  a n d  t h e i r  d e l i v e r y

syetemR,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  o n e  mieeile  f e l l  c l o s e  t o  t h e  s e c o n d - l a r q e s t  c i t y  i n  o u r

country,  threatening the secur i ty  and safety  of  my country  and jeopardla inq peace

a n d  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  w h o l e  region!  a n d  t h e  accauisition  by  the  I s r ae l i s  o f  nuc l ea r
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weapons and other weapons of mass  destruction - a l l  t h i s  t h r e a t e n s  peace a d

secur i ty  not  only  in  the  Middle  Eas t  region hut  throughout  the  wor ld .

I t  ia apparent  f rom s ta t is t ics  that  each year the  wor ld  aoende  over

330 hillion  on armaments I especially  on  rerearch, exper imenta t ion  and the

development of new kinds of nuclear weapons and other weapons Of mass destruction.

This expenditure not only threatens the security of peoples,  but also deprive6

b i l l i o n s  of  f o o d  m d  s h e l t e r )  i t  i s  a  s t u m b l i n g - b l o c k  i n  t h e  p a t h  of  soc i a l  and

economic development ,  as  the  major i ty  of  the  States  have devoted  their  natural  and

human resources to the accumulation and stockpiling of weapons, leaving their

peoples suffering from ignorance, poverty and disease.

Any diecuusion  of disarmament  i s  incomplete  i f  it does not deal  with the

Question of conventional disarmament. The world has witnessed many armed conflicts

in  the  las t  40  years, conflicts in which conventional weapons have been used,

t ak ing  a  t o l l  o f  m i l l i ons  of  l i ve s  - not to mention the exorbitant auma  epent to

acuu ire such weaponA. In  ca l l i ng  upon  a l l  States to acco rd  more  attentiar  t o  t h i s

matter ,  we f ind i t  neceaaary to s ta te  that  a l l  Sta tes  must respect the pr inc ip les

of the United Nations Charter and refrain from the threat or use of force and from

i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  af fa i rs  of  o the r  S t a t e s . In this regard we welcome

the efforts made in the Conference on .Security  and Co-pera  tion in Europe, meeting

at Vienna and Stockholm, aimed at the reduction of conventional weapons. A8 a

s ignatory of  the  Geneva Protocol  of  1925, which ca l l s  for  the  prohibi t ion  of  the

pro1 i f e r a t i on , stockpiling and use of chemical and bacteriological weapons, my

country welcomes the results of the Paris and Canberra Conferences end deems it

neceeeary that a link be made between the prohibition of nuclear weapons and the

prohibi ticn of chemical weapons, as provided for by paragraph 45 of the Fin81
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Document of the first apec ial aeee ion of the General Aseembly devoted to

diearmament.

The question  of naval armaments and diearmament ie of high priority to my

country. We believe  it ie neceeeary to  adopt  effect ive  mea8urm  to  bu i ld

confidence and to provide security, especially through reducing the risk of naval

incidents  and confronta t ions ,  in  par t icular  be tween veasela ad rubmarinea carrying

nuclear weapons. My delegat ion would  l ike  to  re i tera te  the  impor tance  of United

Nations rerolutions  concerning security and cooperation  in the Mediterranean

region and ita becoming a lake of aecueity, coepeeation  and Peace. We ale0 call

for  measures  to  he  adopted to  provide  uecurity  guarantee8 for  non-mil i tary

a c t i v i t i e e  on the  eeaa and  oceana.

The world  has  wi tnesaed great proqreee  in  the  f ie ld  of  the  exploi ta t ion  of

outer apace. My country nhares the  pos i t ion  of  other Statea concerned wi th  the

maintenance of  outer space free  f rom mil i tary act ivi t iee . My country calls upon

a l l  S t a t e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  those h a v i n g  capabilities  i n  t h a t  f i e l d ,  t o  s a f e g u a r d

outer  apace, a n d  t o  e x p l o i t  i t  fo r  f ru i t fu l ,  peace fu l  co -ope ra t i on  exc lue ive ly  fo r

peace fu l  pu rposes ,  f r ee  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  con f l i c t a ,

My delegat ion supports  the idea  of  the  es tabl ishment  of  an  in ternat ional

orqanization  on space affairs  that  would  work for  i t s  use exclueively for  peaceful

purposes and make i t  truly the comnon  her itage of mankind. We would like in thie

regard to  express  our  great  concern a t  the  apace act iv i t iee  recent ly  undertaken by

c e r t a i n  r6qimee  k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r  a q g r e s e i v e  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e i r  r a c i s t  p r a c t i c e a .  I t

is our f e a r  t h a t  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  h e  ured f o r  agqreeeive  actiona t h a t  t h r e a t e n

in ternat ional  peace and secur i ty  and accelera te  the arma race.
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heinq a  par t  of  the a ttachea apec ial import Mce

to the question of the dumping by some nuclear-weapon States and their corporations

of  toxic  and nuclear  wastes  in  the  terri tor tes  of  developing countr ies,  in

par titular African countries. This is immoral  and does grave harm to the

environment and to human beinqa. My country auppor ts  a l l  the  meaeuree  cal led for

by the OIW! we also support the position taken hy the International Atomic Energy

Agency, which hcus condemned such actions. We support all  the efforts and

prog rammes  o f  o the r  i n t e rna t i ona l  o rgan i sa t i ons  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  a n d

we demand that this Ccmmi ttee take concrete, practical measures to deal with such

ac t i ons .



RF/10 A/C. 1/44/PV. 14
36

(Mr. Almuakkaf, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya)

The verification process has hecome  an important question and any progress in

the  f ie ld  of  disarmament  has  become condi t ional  on  i t . My country attaches

e s p e c i a l  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  m u l t i l a t e r a l  a n d  b i l a t e r a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  i n  t h i s  regard1

the re fo re ,  we  ca l l  f o r  fu r the r  co -o rd ina t i on , exchange of  data ,  publication  of

s ta t i s t ics  and other  co-operat ive  measures  that  would  make fur ther  informat ion

available and would ensure compl  lance with internations  conventions.

My delegat ion cal ls  for  ser ious  considerat ion of  the  negat ive effects  that  may

re su l t  f r om a  l a ck  o f  a t t en t i on  t o  t he  p r inc ip l e s  o f  ve r i f i c a t i on . Aware as we are

o f  t he  impor t ance  o f  t h i s  ques t i on  and  o f  t he  s i gn i f i c an t  r o l e  o f  :he U n i t e d

Na t ions  in  t h e  f i e ld  o f  ve r i f i ca t i on ,  we  ca l l  o n  t h e  metiers  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

communi ty  to  co-operate  fur ther  in  that  area  and in  the  area  of

conf idence-bui ld ing.

My de l ega t i on  w i shes  t o  r ea f f i rm  i t s  be l i e f  i n  t he  p r imary  impor t ance  o f  t he

ro l e  o f  t he  Un i t ed  Na t i ons  and  i t s  p r ima ry  r e spons ib i l i t y  i n  t he  f i e l d  of

disarmament ,  pursuant  to  i t s  Char ter .

T h e  U n i t e d  Natjons i s  a  fo rum tha t  e n a b l e s  a l l  S t a t e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n

del ibera t ions  and negot ia t ions  on disarmament . My deleqa tion appreciates the

important  role  played and the  effor ts  mde by the  Secretary-General  of  the  Uni ted

Nations. We have perused his  repor ts  in  th is  regard  md we appeal  to  the

internat ional  communi ty  to  increase  i t s  ef fec t ive  contr ibut ion in  order  to  ensure

t h e  s u c c e s s  of  t he  work  o f  t h i s  Ocqan i s a t i on  i n  t he  diecharge  o f  i t s  spec i a l

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  d i sa rmamen t ,  w i th  r ega rd ,  i n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  t o  t he

elimination of nuclear weapons md other weapons of mass destruction.

Mr. KE)3  Puth-Rasmey  (Democratic Kampuchea) (interpretation from French) :

On behalf of the delegation of Demcratic  Kampuchea, I  w i sh  to  a s soc ia t e  myse l f

wi th  a l l  the  representa t ives  who have spoken before  me to  congratulate  you
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sincerely on your unanimous election as Chairman of the First Committee. Your

election is an acknowledgement of your competence ,  w i sdom and  d ip loma t i c  t a l en t .  I

am quite sure that under your guidance our work will be crowned with success~

Allow me also to offer my congratulationff  to the other officers of the Committee

and to  assure  you of  our fu l les t  co-opera t ion.

The international community has welcomed the positive developments  that have

occurred s ince  the  beginning of  Last  year ,  leading to  a  cer ta in  improvement  in  the

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e . A  s t a r t  has  heen made  on  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o f

ce r t a in  r eg iona l  con f l i c t s . There has been an improvement in East-West relatiOnfit

and there  have  been concre te  in i t ia t ives  in  the disarmament  f ie ld ,  such as the

implementation of the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and

Shorter-Range Missiles - INF Treaty, the in ternat ional  Conference  on the

proh ibi tion of chemical weapons, held  las t  January in Paris ,  the  negot ia t ions  on

conventional armed forces in Europe, the Government-Industry Conference against

Chemical Weapons, which  waB held  recent ly  in  Canberra , and the  recent  s ta tements  by

t h e  g r e a t  Pawera.

However ,  world  s tabi l i ty  and peace are  at111  precar ious . R e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s

and the tens ions  which have posed ser  iou~  threats  to  in ternat ional  pace and

s t a b i l i t y  p e r s i s t . This is  true of Cambodia, where the Vietnamese war of

aggress ion and occupat ion cont inues ,  and of  Afghanis tan,  where  the  wi thdrawal  of

the Soviet troops has not brought the war to an end because the Afghan people

c o n t i n u e  t o  be dep r ived  o f  t he i r  r i gh t  t o  s e l f -de t e rmina t i on . The pol icy  of  powerl

domination and expansion ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  s e t - b a c k s  i t  h a s  e n d u r e d ,  i s  s t i l l  a t  rdOt

very aggressive, a n d  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  n o  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  t h e  a r m s  r a c e  i s  s t i l l  going

on. Notwithstandinq the commitment  of the two super-Powers to a 50 per cent

r educ t i on  o f  t he i r  s t r a t eg i c  nuc l ea r  a r s ena l s , the i r  neqot ia t iona  have not  made
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subs t an t i a l  p rog re s s . The hopes aroused when the INF Treaty was signed, two years

’ ago,  have not  been fu l f i l led ,  even when the  proposed reduct ions  are  carr ied  out ,

t he  r ema in ing  a r s ena l s  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  capab l e  o f  ann ih i l a t i ng  ou r  p l ane t  s eve ra l

times over. Also,  the problem of  pover ty  and the  economic  cr is is  in  the  th i rd

world continues to worsen.

In  th is  s i tuat ion,  we have good teaRon to  wonder  i f  the current  ddtente  i s  not

merely a  temporary arrangement  that  is  l ikely to come to  an end a t  any moment .  I t

is  up to humnity,  which loves peace and justice, to make sure it  becomes an

i r r eve r s ib l e  p roces s  l ead ing  to  a  s a f e r  wor ld  fo r  a l l  o f  U S .

My delegation considers conventional disarmament to be of fundamental

importance. At  the  present  t ime, conventional weapons are, without any doubt, the

most immediate  danger  and concre te  threat  to  in ternat ional  peace and secur i ty .

This very day , while we are examining the issue of disarmament and woI’rying  about

the  prospect  of a poss ible  apocalypt ic  nuclear  war ,  convent ional  weapons are

actual ly  being used in  severa l  conf l ic ts  throughout  the  world . I t  has of ten  been

said that a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought. The same assertion

is  more  rare ly  appl ied to  a  convent ional  war. In the matter of local wars such as

those in Afghanistan and Cambodia, we cannot  he lp  not ing  tha t  the  g lobal  and

regional  Powers  which s tar ted them s t i l l  nur ture  the  hope of  be ing able  to  win  them

one day or other in some way or other. I t  ia s i gn i f i can t  t ha t ,  whe reas  i t  can show

flexibility on a number of disarmament questions, the super-Power which finances

the  war  of  aggress ion and occupat ion in  Cambodia  remains  in t ransigent  on the issue

o f  r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s . I t  i s  convent ional  weapons  that  the  occupat ion  t roops  have

used  and cont inue  to  use to  k i l l  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  my country .

Democratic Kampuchea has been a victim of chemical weapons ind on several

occasions has denounced the aggressor using them. &I t i l l  now,  the  aggressor haa
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obtained them from a super-Power. However, in view of the ease of manufacture of

these weapons and their relatively low cost, it could very well become a producer

of chemical weapons. We therefore wish for a convention on the prohibition,

development, production, stockpiling and use of all chemical weapons and on their

destruction. From now on, we should not turn a hlind eye to the use of these

weapons.

Nuclear weapons are a threat to humanity as a whole and without distinction.

It is natural that eliminating them should have priority in the international

community's efforts. Democratic Kampuchea associates itself with the other

countries which cherish peace and justice in calling for the total prohibition and

complete destruction of nuclear weapons. It also supports the principle of

creating nuclear-weapon-free zones and zones of peace in the world.

The peace, security and stability of the South-East Asian region are

threatened by the war of aggression and occupation waged against my country by a

country bristling with arms. That country has, in effect, an army of 1.1 million

men in regular units and 1.5 million militia , without counting the 3 million

reservists. In other words, 1 in 23 of the population are under arms.



JP/edd A/C.1/44/PV.14
41

(Mr. Keo Puth-Rasmey, DefI0ZratiC
Kampuchea)

It possesses an enormous arsenal, including the most sophisticated Conventional

weapons as well as chemical weapons , which have already claimed hundreds of

thousands of victims in Cambodia. This gigantic army is the third largest in the

world in manpower termzz. It is capable of launching an invasion of neighbouring

countries at any time. It has been built up and maintained with the help of a

super-Power, whose aid amounts to $3 million a day. In return, that super-PWer

has acauired two major military bases - at Cam Ranh and Da Nang, its first

warm-water ports, which it has so ardently desired.

National security is clearly not the sole purpose of such over-armament. It

Serves the policy of expansion and domination of the country that Fossesses it and

that country's financier. It has already made possible the annexation Of a

neighbouring country and the invasion of Cambodia and its occupation, which has

lasted 11 years. Today, after the so-called total withdrawal of its occupation

troops, that aggressor still has in ny country some 130,000 armed men, under

disguise in the puppet army of Phnom Penh or concealed arrrong the Vietnamese

settlers, numbering about a million , who have moved in as true peasant-soldiers in

the midst of only 7 million Cambodians - one Vietnamese occupier for fewer than

seven Cambodians.

We welcome the negotiations on the reduction of conventional forces in Europe,

where steady progress has been made. Unfortunately, such initiatives are unlikely

to be seen in South-East Asia as long as the war of aggression continues in

Cambodia. The countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)  has

put forward the idea of a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality, a concept which

Denocratic Kampuchea fully supports. But their efforts have been hampered, and

will continue to he hampered, hy the persistence of that war. The occupying

Power - which has pursued an aggressive policy of expansion, which possesses
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excesrive  armamnta, unequal led  in  South-East  Asia, md which is  inreparably  l inked

t0 (I super-Power by a  m i l i t a r y ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  a l l i a n c e  - i n  a

dangeroum  deatabiliaing  f a c t o r . If it succeeded in realizing its long-standing

dream of annexing Cambodia, i n  a n  Indochinere  f e d e r a t i o n ,  u n d e r  its Ibmination,  a

very dangerour gee-political ri tua tion would develop , otimulating the arms race and

rivalriee  which would drag the region into a new era of even mOre serious upheaval

than it har known eo far.

several  r e l evan t  inebfiures  t o  e s t a b l i s h  aonfidence  have  been p roposed .  My

delegat ion ful ly  eupports  them. We bel ieve  tha t  the  heat  conf idence-bui ld ing

measuree  are absolute  rerpsct for  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  Charter ,  the implementa t ion of

ite r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  t h e  p e a c e f u l  n e t t l e m e n t  of  dieputee,  &I t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,

aggrereion,  dieregard for  Uni ted Nation8 reaolutione  and evasion of  one’s

reaponaibility for  r e a c h i n g  a  p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  c o n f l i c t s  C M  o n l y  h e i g h t e n

d i s t r u s t .

One Super-Power ,  whi le  declar ing that  i t  i s  necessary  to  reach a  comprehensive

poli  tical  settlement of the problem of Cambodia, con tinuee to provide poli tical and

mil i tary  support  and aseif+tance to  our aggressor  and i t s  puppet  rCgime. Its

n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  C a m b o d i a ,  helti  i n  Pa r i s ,  and

increased deliverlee of arms and war materiel to Phnom  Penh  encourage our aggressor

t o  re jec t  a  p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  a n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  Crrmbodia. How can

c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g  measure8 be  bo l s t e r ed  i n  t ha t  way?  Ra the r ,  i s  it n o t  l i k e l y  t o

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  t h i r d - w o r l d  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  t h e i r  i m p r o v e d  relationA  w i t h

the other great Power6 have not brought them more security?

I t  ir deplorable  that  in Cambodia  the  occupying Power  is  t ry ing to explo i t  the

atmosphere of d/tente to engage in its treacherous diplomtic  manoeuvree in order

to obta in  what  i t  has  been unable  to  ga in  in  the  field. I t  hp* UAKM advantage of
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the hope aroused by glasnost and the withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan

to have everyone believe that it is also withdrawing its troops from Cambodia,

whereas it is continuing to occupy  the country. It is blocking the search for a

comprehensive solution to the so-called problem of Kampuchea. It accuses the

United Nations of bias, because it has kept a seat for Democratic Kampuchea, the

victim of the occupying Power's aggression , and because the United Nations has

adopted resolutions calling for the withdrawal of its troops from the occupied

country. It refuses to accept the international control mechanism of the United

Nations and the dispatch of a United Nations peace-keeping force to Cambodia.

If the improved international climate is to last and confidence-building

measures are to take hold, detente must not he a means for any Power simply to

pursue its strategy in a different way. On the other hand, in recent years our

Organization has regained nuch of its prestige and vigour, and it is expected to

play a central role in the settlement of international problem - particularly

those relating to peace and security. This trend must not be allowed to be

reversed.

The question of disarmament must be cx>nsidered  with a view ti practical

action, to achieve peace and security for all. Otherwise, what would he the point

of a 50 per cent reduction of strategic weapons when the other SO per cent would

still be capable of destroying our world several times over? What would be the

point of a prohibition of nuclear and chemical weapons , when conventional weapons -

even when reduced to their lowest level - could still decimate populations? What

would be the point of East-West ddtente if regional conflicts continued or could be

ignited at any time at the will of the strongest?

In his 1989 report dn the work of the Organisation, our Secretary-General has

emphasized:
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'Effort8 to prevent poerible aonflictrr , reduce the ri a& of war and

achirvr definitive l ettlementa of clileputrr ,  whether long-standinq or new, are

Part and pare.1  of a orrdible  rtrategy for peace.

‘The Unitad Nationr no&r to  cbmonatrata ita capac i ty  to  funct ion  as

guardian of thr worldly  security.”  (A/44/1,  PP* 19-11)

Democrati  Ksmpuohma  ir convinced tha t  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  wi l l  prove  able  to

d o  t h a t . It har alwayr placed i ta hope in the Organixa tion a\d acted in confoemi  ty

w i t h  it8 Char t e r . In  1979,  when i t  had jur t  been invaded by Vietnamese t roops ,  i t

imfrmdiately  brought the qurrtion of that aggrenaion before the Security Council,

and for  11 year8 i t  har  s teadfast ly  purrued ite effort8  in  the  General .  Asoenhly.

It  has not los t  fa i th ,  deepite  the  vetoes  of  a  super-Power  and the  repeated

re jec t ion  by the aggroeeor  of reeolutione  of  the  General  ARaemly  and the

International Conference on Cambodia.

Al though obligrd to wage armed reeistance  against the  foreign mil i tary

occupation, the Coalition Government of bemceatic  Kampuchea has always advocated a

palitical 8OlUtiOtI to the co-called  problem Of Kampuchea,

It is well know that His Royal Hiqhneas Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, President

of Democratic Kampuchea and head of the Cambodian national resistance, has proposed

a f ive-point  peace plan for  a  comprehensive , jwt ard e q u i t a b l e  solut ion  to  t h e

problem of Cambodia, in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions.
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That  so lu  tian  is  based on two  crucia l  e lements . The firat, and t h e  nore

urgent ,  i s  the  to ta l  and def ini t ive  wi thdrawal  of al l  ca tegor ies  of  Vietnamese

forcea and of all Vietnamese settlers from Cambodia, supervised and verified by an

international control mechanism under United Nations auspices, with the aaaiatance

of a United  Nationa peace-keeping force .

The  second key element la the exercise hy the sovereign Cambodian people of

i t s  i n a l i e n a b l e  r ight  t o  s e l f -de t e rmina t i on .

Within the framework of that comprehensive solution, Hia Royal Highness has

also proposed the assistance of a control mechanism under United Nationa auspices

to supervise elections and the presence of a substantial United Nations

peace-keeping force with a renewable mandate of five yearn. He ale0 proposes that

af ter  the  to ta l  wi thdrawal  of  the  occupat ion forces the armed forces of  the four

Cambodian par t ies  ahould  be  complete ly  d isarmed err fa i l ing tha t ,  tha t  they should

he reduced to  a s t rength  of  10,000 men for  each Car&odian par ty ,  and be  conf ined to

ba r racks .

That  p lan  is  jus t  and reasonable  dnd  magnanimous towards  the  aggressor  and i ts

@uislings. We are  wel l  aware of the  expansionis t  s t ta  tegy - pas t  and present  - of

the  aggressor  wi th  regard to  Catiodia, and we real ise  that  the plan involves

tiaku. Without our faith in our people, without the suppor t  of  the  in ternat ional

cormnuni  ty  for  the  f ive-point  peace plan of  His  Royal  Highness

Samdech Norodom Sihanouk and without the United Nations - under whose auspices the

control mechanism and peace-keeping force should be placed - we would never dare to

take those  r isks , However, Viet Nam continues to reject the Plan,

The f inal  goal  of disarmament  is in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty ,  which

cannot be meaeured in terms of ouanti  tive reductions of nuclear, chemical or

conventional weapons. What is needed is a very broad approach in order to
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encompass, in addition  to the technical measurements of disarmament ad to legal

inetruments,  c r e d i b l e  p o l i t i c a l , moral and other commitments. True disarmament,

capable of guaranteeing a eafe ad atahle world for the good of all is based on

good  f a i t h ,  respect  fo r  cormnitments  a n d  a c t i o n s  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s

of the Charter, which Member Statea  have freely undertaken to reepect.

Mr .  MOllMOUNI  0. ABDOULAYE  (N ige r )  ( i n t e rp re t a t i on  f rom French )  a The

Minirter  of State and Permanent Repreeenta  tive of the Niger to the United Nations,

C&One1  Mounroun  I Adamou Djermakoye, was to have made Niger ‘8 contribution to this

debate  on  the  ques t ion  of  disarmament  and tee  ti fy to  the  commltmnt  of  the

Government of Niger tc working for the foeterin,g of international peace and

recur1 ty through disarmament. Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  o f f i c i a l  du t i ee  - h e  i s  al.80 Our

iQnbaseador to the  Uni ted  Sta tes  - have de ta ined him in Washington and have

preventetl  him from coming to New York in titm to meke this etatement this

a f t e r n o o n ,  denpite  h i s  d e s i r e  to do s o , He regrets this very much. I have the

honour and privilege of making this statement on hehalf of the Niger in his piace.

DeWte your appeal, Mr. Chairman, allow me to perform on behalf of my country

and delegat ion the  agreeable  duty  of  extending our  s incere  congratulations  to  you

on your  e lec t ion to  chai r  the  Commit tee  dur ing th is  for ty-four th  sess ion of  the

General Assembly. Aware of your great qua11 ties as a seasoned diplomat and your

wea l th  o f  expe r i ence  i n  i n t e rna t iona l  a f f a i r s , and aware of the active commitment

of  your country,  Venezuela ,  to  the  cause of peacer unders tanding md co-opera t ion

between  peoples,  we are sure that under your leadership our Committee will fully

discharge its mandate md nom ite debater crowned with aucceunb

I also wish to  congratula te  the  other  off icers  of the  ColMnittee  and to  give  an

aaaur8nce  of  the whole-hear ted  collaboration of  the Niger delegat ion.
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On 10 October, in the general debate in the General Aoeembly  ,  the Minia ter of

Foreign Affairs and Co-operation of my country eaidc

“Swif t  and profound changea are  taking place  in  the  in terns  t ional  arena.

We are seeing pol i tical,  economic, s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  e v e n  i d e o l o g i c a l

changes  which are  shaping and foreshadowing in ternat ional  re la t ions  crrd the

new atakte and challenges of the next century. I’ (,3/44/W.  27, m. 67-68)

The great majority of previoue speakers in this debate have generally ahared

that  v iew. They have rtcognixed the marked improvement in the international

pol i t ica l  c l imate  and the warming of  re la t ions  sld d ia logue between EaRt ad West.

Thie new atmoephtre of ddtente ,  w h i c h  reflect8  a  l e s sen ing  o f  mi l i t a ry  and

idtological  con f ron t a t i on , has  a lso made a clear  contribution  to  the  se t t lement ,  or

the  first s tep towards  the se t t lement , o f  s e v e r a l  r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s ,  j u s t  a s  it

has given a new impetlle to  b i la tera l  and mul t i la tera l  diearmamnt  negot ia t ions .

However, this optimism - I  was a b o u t  to  cay e u p h o r i a  - i s  l im i t ed ,  a s

North-South relations do not Reem  to have benefited to the WIIE extent from the

Improvement in the world cl imate. Csn bne remain optimistic and unconcerned in the

face of  the  magnitu&  of  the  inequal i t ies  prevai l ing  in  the  wor ld ,  a world  which

has become increasingly interdependent?

In that  regard,  I  wieh to quote once again Niger’s  Minis ter  of  Foreign Affairs

and Co-operation, who said in the General Aeeembly :

“ I t  is ce r t a in ly  fruutrating  t o  note  t he  s t a t e  o f  t he  wor ld  t oday  and  t o  s ee

that today we have a striking i f  not repugnant paradox; cn the  one  hand there

is  the  exponent ia l  increaat  in mil i tary  budgets  and arsenals  and on the  other ,

there ie the chronic poverty md wretchedness of many in the world.” (ibid .,

pp. 68-g)
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It utemu quite s imply unfai r  md moral ly  in tolerable  that  the  planet’s  human,

scienti fit, t e c h n i c a l , economic and financial resources are being uaed for the

production and rtf intment  of ways of destroying man and his environment, while

eCOnOflliC  and  soc i a l  p rog re s s  a r e  so  unequa l l y  and  i nequ i t ab ly  d i s t r i bu t ed  in t h e

world. That is why we in the Niger see the problem of diearnrament  clearly and

unequivocallyt  we see  i t  in the l ight  of  the close  re la t ionship  wi th  concerns  about

economic and sot ial development.

Our bel iefs  f ire ful ly consistent wi th  the ooncluaionft of  the  Conference of

Foreign Ministers of the Movement of Non-Aliqned Countries, held in NicOsia,

Cyprus, from 5 to 10 !;epte&er  1988, subsequently confirmed by the Movement’s ninth

summit meetinq, held in Belgratle,  Yugoslavia, from 4 to 7 September 1989. The

Minis ters  reaff i rmed the close  l inks  be tween the followings disarmament, the

r e l a x a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s i o n )  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  a n d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  the

United Nations  Char ter  - in  par t icular , t h e  s o v e r e i g n  e q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  S t a t e s ,  t h e

peaceful  se t t lement  of  d isputes  and non-recourse  to the we or  threat  of use of

fo r ce  aga in s t  t he  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t eg r i t y  and  un i t y  o r  t he  po l i t i c a l  i ndependence  o f

any State 1 the total alimina  t ion of $olanialism, apartheid and al! .  o ther  forms of

r ac i a l  d i s c r imina t i on , agg res s ion  and  occupationj  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o

se l f -determinat ion and nat ional  independence)  respect  for  human r ights ;  economic

a n d  social developmentr  a n d  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  peace and security,
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The relationship between disarmament and development ia one of the questions

that concerns the international community today as it  seeks ways and means to curb

the arms race and to achieve disarmament. The first Peace Conference, which was

held  a t  The  Hague in  1899,  reached the  conclus ion  that  l ightening the  mil i tary

burden weighing upon the world was highly desirable for the enhanced mater ial and

moral well-beinq  of mankind. Fallowing two World Wars that caused appallinq loss

and devasta t ion, the  founding fa thers  of the  Uni ted  Nat ions  fe l t  i t  necessary to

se t  l imi ts  to  the  weapons  pol ic ies  of  Sta tes  to  promote ,  as  in  Article 26 the

Char t e r  s t a t e s ,

“ the  estahljshment  and maintenance of  in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty  wi th

the least diversion for armaments of the world’6  human and economic resources”.

However, the idea of establishing a direct link between disarmament and

development did not find direct expression until  the General Assembly ‘N adoption in

1950 of  a  number  of  resolut ions  ca l l ing for  the  comprehensive  reduct ion of  mi l i tary

expendi tures  and a  rea l locat ion of  the  funds  thus  realized to  economic  and socia l

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  countr  i e s .  T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Conference on the Relationship Between Disarmament and Development held at United

Nat ions  Headquar ters  f rom 24 August  to  11 Septemer  1987 was a  mi les tone  in  this

respect ,  highliqhting the  gravi ty  and complexi ty  of  the  problem.

F i r s t , the arms race and the production of weapons swallow up considerable

auant i  tieu  of  natural  resources , p a r t i c u l a r l y  s o - c a l l e d  s t r a t e g i c  r e s o u r c e s .  Thus,

according to  avai lable  s ta t is t ics  and by way of example,  the construction  and

deployment  of  200 in tercont inenta l  ba l l i s t ic  miss i les  requires  approximate ly  10,000

tons of aluminium, 2,500 ton8 of chromium, 150 tons of ti tanium, 24 tone of

beryl l ium, 890,000 tons  of  s tee l  md 2 ,400 tons  of  cement . Tak ing another example,
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oi l  consumpt ion by the  mi l i tary  represents  more  than 5 per  cent  of  to ta l  wor ld

consumption ,  more  t han  ha l f  t he  t o t a l  o i l  consumption  o f  a l l  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s .

Secondly, military programmes , par t icular ly  in  recent  years ,  have been a  major

factor i n  t h e  in’balance  i n  f i nanc i a l  f l ows  and  t he  g rowing  deb t  p rob l em.  Be tween

1975 and 1985, 40 per cent of all  indebtedness contracted by developing countries

could be attributed to the import of armaments. Fu r the rmore ,  t he r e  i s  a  s t r i k ing

difference between the sums allocated to am is tame to developing countries - SOme

$ 3 0  b i l l i o n  - and the  abat of  armaments  expor ts  by r ich  countr ies  to  th i rd-world

countr ies ,  es t imated a t  approximate ly  $34 bi l l ion .

Th i rd ly ,  m i l i t a ry  expend i tu r e s  c r ea t e  itialancea,  f l uc tua t i ons  and

b o t t l e - n e c k s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  economyl  pa r t i cu l a r l y  t h rough  t he i r  impac t  on t h e  s c a l e

of  inveatmenta  and the  nature  of  technological  innovat ions ,  on terms of  t rade  and

o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  movements o f  c ap i t a l ,  on  wor ld  i n f l a t i on  and  deb t . Between 1978

and the  present ,  mi l i tary  expenditurer? rose  f rom some $450 b i l l ion  to  91 ,000

bill  ion. In  the  sam pe r iod  o f f i c i a l  deve lopmen t  a s s i s t ance  roee ha rd ly  a t  a l l ,

whi le  the  fore ign &ht of  developing countr ies  increased f rom $650 bi l l ion  in  1980

t o  f a r  i n  e x c e s s  o f  91 t r i l l i o n  t o d a y .

S t i l l  a c c o r d i n g  t o  c u r r e n t  e s t i m a t e s ,  more than a  hillfon  of  our  planet’s

p e o p l e  a r e  l i v i n g  b e l o w  t h e  p o v e r t y  t h r e s h o l d ,  780 m i l l i o n  a r e  i l l i t e r a t e ,  1.5

hillion  lack haeic heal th  care  and a  hillion  do not  have  adequate  housing.

According  to  data  conta ined in  a  recent  1907 s tudy by World  Military and

Socia l  Expendi tures ,  world  mil i tary  expendi tures  today eaual the  to ta l  income of

t h e  2 . 6  b i l l i o n  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  4 4  l e a s t - d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s . Another

impressive f igure  providea  food for  thought . In  a  s ta tement  in  a  meet ing of  the

Governing Council of the United Nations Children’s  Fund (UNICEF) in April 1988, the

Swedish  representa t ive  pointed  out  tha t  in  the  space  of  four  hours  the  wor ld
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spends on armaments the equivalent of UNICEF’s en tire two-year hudqet - aom3  $500

mil l ion .

Al l  those  factors  underscore  the relevance of the 1997 Internat ional

Conference  that  es tabl ished the  t r iangular  re la t ionship  between disarmament ,

development and security.

The Final Document of the Conference recognized  that disarmament  and

development are two of the most urgent challenges facing the world today and that

they are also the two pillars on which endur inq international peace and aecur ity

can he built. I t  goes  on to  s ta te  tha t  the  cont inuing arms race,  in  addit ion to

hindering the process of confidence-huilding among States, is absorbing far too

great a proportion of the world’s human, f in am ial, natural md technological

resources ,  p lacing a  heavy hurden on the economies  of  al l  countr ies  and affect ing

the in ternat ional  f low of  t rade,  f inance and technology.

In addition, the Conference recognised two basic realities: on the one hand,

disarmament and development are distinct processes, even though both strengthen

internat ional  peace  and secur i ty  and promote  proaper i ty .  On the other hand,

disarmament and development have a close and multidimensional relationship. Each

of  them can have an impact  a t  the  nat ional , regional and global levels in such a

way as  to  crea te  an  environment  conducive  to  the  promtion  of  the  o ther .

Hence, States must find the political will  to promote development through

disarmament, t h rough  a  r educ t i on  o f  t he i r  l eve l  o f  m i l i t a ry  expend i t u r e s ,  t h rough

an increase  in  thei r  level  of  development  ass is tance , and through the inclusion in

disarmament  agreements  of  a provis ion for  mchinery  to  rea l locate  the savings

realized  in  mi l i ta ry  spending to  economic  and social  development  ac t iv i t ies .
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Lastly, the concretizatidn of the relationship of disarmament to development

requires a review of present concepts of security, taking into account the fact

that security can no longer *be conceived solely in military terms. Non-military

threats to security must also he dealt with. The situation in Africa deserves

mention in this regard.
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Can we in fact talk of disarmamnt in Africa , where, with the, exception of

South Africa, there are no structures for the manufacture of weapons? Di sarmamen t ,

in Africa, must he viewed in terms of reducing military expenditures, which are

still, in total, rather high relative to the resources of our States, which are

crushed by the debt burden and are seeing the prices of their primary commodities

dropping constantly, whereas the prices of imported manufactures continue to shoot

up, worsening the terms of trade. The mortality rate is still highest in Africa,

where life expectancy is no more than 47 years on average; that is, 20 years short

of life expectancies elsewhere; 15 to 25 per cent of our children die at birth.

E’urthermore, Africa is regularly afflicted by natural disasters such as drought,

deser tification, floods and the locust menace , which all cause serious disturbance

to the most important sector in our economies, which  is agriculture.

In these conditions, it is obvious that the amunts spent on acquiring weapons

instead of being used to support economic and social development, cannot but cause

us anguished heart-searching. Africa, according to the mast authoritative

indications, is a region where the rate of military expenditure exceeds the growth

in gross national product. As early as 1983, we are told, military expenditure in

Africa was $16.9 billion, an increase of more than 400 per cent over the

1973 figure, which was $3.8 billion. A World Bank study shows that, South Africa

apart, the real rate of growth in military expenditures by the African,countries

was 7.3 per cent in the period 1973-1983, whereas the rate of growth in gross

national product over the same period was only 4.2 per cent.

There is no longer any need to show that the African countries hold dear their

concerns for peace, security, and development. However, while they do recognise

and admit that excessive military expenditures can jeopardize these objectives,
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they  ma in t a in  that t hey  muat alao p r o t e c t  t h e i r  territoriee  Ed popu l a t i ona  by  611

possible  mean8,  includinq  mi l i t a ry  means . Naverthelene,  i t  ia h e a r t e n i n g  t o  n o t e

t ha t  t he  Organ i sa t i on  o f  Afrioan Uni ty  (OAU), Rince the  conference  of  Minis ters  on

security, disarmament and development in Africa ,  w h i c h  i t  h e l d  a t  Iom8, lbqo,  i n

Auquat  1995, haa aet  ahout the  process of  developinq a framework for promot ing

development  and recur ity in Africa, a framework which would take into account

Al rican  condi  tions  and the concerns of the community of i te State8 aa a whole.

fn t h e  Pield o f  n u c l e a r  dinarmament , the international community haa had real

hope  since the  oiqninq  and entry  in to  force  of  the  Treaty  between the Uni ted  Sta tes

Of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist  Republics on the Elimination of Their

Intermediate-Ranqe  and Shorter-Ranqe Mieeiles, That  Treaty  is a  fundamental

ach i evemen t  teetifyinq t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  o f  t h e  t w o  super-Pmers  t o  set o u t

resolute ly  on the  path  of  nuclear  d isarmament  and eubject  themhlelves to

unprecedented verification mechan isnw .

The atmosphere of ddtente and confidence which now charactecizes  relations

b e t w e e n  t h e s e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  c o u l d  g i v e  freeh impetIrs  t o  t h e  b i l a t e r a l  neqotiations

between them to reduce their strategic nuclear arsenals by 50 per cent.

In  t he  ma t t e r  o f  nuc l ea r  t e s t s , we should  redouble  our  efforte,  wi th in  the

Eramework  of  a  const ruct ive  dia logue,  to  f ind,  together ,  the  ways and means to

bring a b o u t  t h e  to ta l  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  such t e s t s . The forthcoming conference to

amend the  patcial tes t -ban Treaty  wi l l ,  we very much hope,  lead to  a  to ta l  ban,

The international community, a n d  t h e  nucl.ear Power s  i n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  muat

undetetand that true nuclear disarmament would not be without  pain and would entail

re-examininq  o u r  idea8 o f  s e c u r i t y  a n d  t h e  ways o f  safeguarding  i t .
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For the Niger, the iasue of nuclear and toxic wastes  la a matter of legitimate

concern, be for us the question ie one of safequardinq our fraqile environment,

which i s  a l ready euffer inq natural  degradat ion. We believe that whole-hearted

cooperation  between a l l  State8 should  make it poeaihle  to  f ind  the  riqht solutions

f o r  proces~inq, t r ana fe r r inq  tmd eliminatinq  such wastea.

My delegat ion bel ieves  tha t  the var ious  neqot ia t ion  proceoree  under way in  the

f i e l d  o f  disarmament  should n o t  b e  t o  t h e  exclusion  o f  o t h e r  proceaa, aa i t  ir t r u e

t o  cay tha t  b i l a t e r a l  and  mu l t i l a t e r a l  channe l s  complemnt  o n e  a n o t h e r . The United

Nationa i s ,  i n  our  v iew,  a  spec i a l  fo rum, which we should rtrengthsn in  the  fields

of disarmament  and the queet for  in ternat ional  peace and secur i ty . A l l  partie

should  uni te  the i r  effort8  to  br ing  down the walls  of mistrlret and aurpioion,  which

have harmed our people8  so much, 80 that we can work resolutely for mutual

conf idence ,  the  only  way for  mankind to  save it8elf.

The entire world has recoqnized the need for us to do our utmost to achieve

the complete and rapid elimination of chemical weapons from the planet. This  new

awarenead wan a  s ignif icant  factor  in  the success of  the  Parie Conference of  Sta tes

Partiee to the Geneva Protocol of 1925. The conaenflus  on the Final Declaration of

the Conference not only serve8 to atrengthen the authority of! the Protocol but may

aleo add fresh pol i t ica l  mmentum to the  work of the Conference  on Diearmament,

leading to  an ear ly  conclus ion of the draf t  convent ion bn the  elimination of

chemical weapons.

The recent Conference at Canberra, Australia, which brought together

repreeenta tivee of governments and the chemical industry , is an addi tional earneb t

of taucce88 for  the  fcr thcominq convent ion,

The progreae in the bilateral negotiations hetween the two rruper-Pawere  on

el iminat ing the i r  chemical  weapons  wi l l  wi thout  a doubt  have  a porritive  inf luence

on the work of the Conference on Dinarmament.
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There is real hope today, n o t  o n l y  t h a t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o v e r  t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n

iSSUe will be overcome, but also, most important, t ha t  t he  l ong -awa i t ed  d ra f t

convention will shortly be aubmi tted to the General Assembly of the UniteA

Nations. For the developing countr ies, aa Z: said in the first part of my

atatement, the issue of conventional disarmament is an especially urgent one. The

developinq countr ies, which  are the  foci  of  most  of  the regional  conf l ic ts ,  some of

wh ich  a r e  fo r tuna t e ly  hainq s e t t l e d , have become ma jor impor tars of ccnven tional

weapons.

Arms transfers to the developing world have now reached alarminq proportions,

and make i t  necessary for  w to co-operate not only in cont ro l l ing  the  t rend,  hut

alao in modifyinq it, if not reversing it. In this respect ,  we encourage the

United Nations, which, with the help of governmental experts, is trying  to achieve

greeter transparency in the field of arms transfers.

Strvinq the cause of disarmamnt  should prompt us to expand our concept of

security, which nowadays goes far beyond its purely military aspect. Mankind is

aware, i n  e f f ec t ,  t ha t  there  a r e  o t h e r  c h a l l e n g e s ,  o t h e r  e n e m i e s  w h i c h ,  l i ke

paver ty, depr ivn tion , environmen ta1 deqrada tion, de se r t i f i c a t i on  and  d rugs ,  w i l l

not be taken up and beaten without mobil.  iza tion and de termination on the part of

each and every one of us.
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Mr. NEGROTTO CAMBL\SO  (Italy) 8 On behalf of the Italian Government and

on my own behalf ,  a l low ITB f i rs t ,  Sir ,  to  express  to you the warmest

congratulation5 on your unanimous election to preeide over this very important

Committee. I  am ful ly  confident  tha t  under  your skilful guidance our work will be

constructive  and  w e  s h a l l  h e  a b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h o s e  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s  t h a t  i n  t h e

present favourab1.e circumstances world public opiniar  ia expecting.

While  ful ly  shar ing and support ing the  views expressed by the  representa t ive

of Fr ante on behalf of the 12 members of the European Community , I cannot miss the

oppor tuni ty  of  this debate - a t  a  t ime  of  .positive  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

s i t ua t i on  and  o f  g r ea t  p romise  i n  va r ious  d i s a rmamen t  nego t i a t i on5  - t o  i l l u s t r a t e

Italy’s  pOSitiOn on some specific  and most important isbues.

In general , I  should  under l ine  our  sa t i s fac t ion over  the  developments  that

have taken place  s ince  the  las t  sess ion of  the  General  Asaenbly, which  seem to

jus t i fy  great  opt imism and tr uet tha t  we  are  f inal ly setting out on the r ight  track

- after 50 many years - toward5 the  dramat ic  reduct ion of  the  most  offensive  and

dangerous  cateqaries of armmsnte, a n d  t h e  conseauent  establishment  o f  a  more

secure and stable world at lower level of forces and weapons,

The ‘ I ta l ian  Government  feels ,  in  par t icular ,  that  the  East -West  dialogue on

disarmament  issues has  in tensi f ied and achieved remarkable  progress  toward8

concrete  resulta  t h a t  had  p roven  e lu s ive  un t i l  ve ry  r ecen t l y . T h e  l a t e s t

Soviet-American high-level meeting5 in Wyoming seem to have imparted a further,

ve ry  app rec i ab l e  impu l se  t o  i&e s e a r c h  fo r  e s sen t i a l  ag reemen t s ,  bo th  in  the  f ie ld

of  nuclear St r a t eg i c  a rmamen t s  and  i n  o the r  c ruc i a l  f i e ld s  o f  a rms  con t ro l .

Italy welcomes such developments and firmly believes that we should take the

utmost advantage of this favourable moment and promote the dynamic trend of

diearmament  n e g o t i a t i o n 8  in  orde r  t o  ach i eve  an  i r r eve r s ib l e  d r a s t i c  r educ t i cm o f
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the military component in in terna tional relations. The United Nationa can play an

impor tant  r o l e  i n  th is  f i e l d ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  oonditions  i n  w h i c h  t h e  l e v e l  o f

conf l ic t  in  the  world  wi l l  gradual ly  decrease  and the  use  of  force  wi l l  be

abandoned. We believe that the current level of technological development,

e spec i a l l y  i n  t he  f i e l d  of  armmants,  l e aves  no  a l t e rna t i ve ,  sho r t  o f  c a t a s t rophe ,

to the settlemnt  of disputes by peaceful means, and that the most proper answer

CM therefore be found in an enhanced role for the United Nations and ita organs,

primarily the Security Council,  and the Secretary-&tneral.

Aa I have aaid, in the view of the Ital ian Government, SOIIB unprecedented

progreaa has recently been made toward5 the achievement of a nunS3er  of important

diearmament  g o a l s . In  fact ,  i t  seems to  UB tha t  one  of  the  most remarkable

developments  is  represented  by the la tes t  turn towarda the  poss ib le  so lu t ion  cf

remaining obstacles  on the  path  to  a  s t ra tegic  arma reduct ion  agreeff%t between the

United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist  Republics on a

50 per  cent  reduct ion  of  their s t ra tegic  arsenals. T h e  Ital ian .%vernment,  l i k e

many other Governments, a t t a c h e s  g r e a t  p r i o r i t y  t o  t h i s  g o a l . W e  f e e l ,  i n  f a c t ,

tha t  i nc r ea sed  s t ra teg ic  stability a t  rmch  l ower  l eve l s  o f  fo rces  can  fu r the r

strengthen the prospect5 of peace and bring about more fruitful. international

r e l a t i o n s ,  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  a l l  p e o p l e s .

I ta ly  has  a lways bel ieved that  the  conclusion of  the  Treaty  on the  El iminat ion

of Intermediate-Range  and Shor ter-Ranqe Misailas - INF Treaty was only a  f i rs t ,

though very promising t s t ep  t owards  the  r e d u c t i o n  o f  n u c l e a r  weaponn,  and  tha t

additional, even more important steps would auickly  follow. The successful

exprience  of the  conclueion  and implementa t ion of  th is  Treaty,  to which Italy ha8

cont r ibuted ,  is a l ready  ahowing  its p o a i t i v e  effects,  and  r ep re sen t s  a  h i s tor ic

achievement in the process of nuclear disarmament.
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We  trust t ha t  i n  t he  wake  o f  t he se  dsvelopmbnta  mu l t i l a t e r a l  e f fo r t s  w i l l  ale0

heat f rui t ,  as  we bel ieve that ,  wi th  ver t ica l  reduct iona of  nuclear atrenals,  there

w i l l  b e  a  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  ragiK@3. I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e

Italian Government believes that the successful out-me of the 1990 Review

Conference of  the  Pat t ies  to  the Treaty  on the  Non-Prol i fera t ion of Nuclear  WapOns

i s  e s s en t i a l  t o  s t r eng then  t he  p ro spec t s  o f  nuc l ea r  d i s a rmamen t .  We  a r e  f i r m l y

determined to work towards this goal with the utma!i  t sense of commitment.

Among the multilateral endeavour8 in the field of arms control,  reductions of

convent ional  atmamnte  beat great  s ignif icance i f  we ate  real ly  to  minimise  the

risk of conflicts and to promote a teattucturing of economic priorities in favour

of civi l  and socia l  developnsnt . I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t , the  Vienna negot ia t ions  on

convent ional  armed forces  in  Europe const i tu te , in our view, a very good example of

how to  pu r sue  g rea t e r  s t ab i l i t y  a t  l ower  l eve l s  o f  fo r ce s . A decreare  Fn the

concentration of armaments on the European continent, where  i t  has  been highes t

o v e r  l o n g  d e c a d e s ,  w i l l ,  h o p e f u l l y ,  h e l p  t o  s e t  i n  m o t i o n  a  procees  o f  gene ra l

teduct  ion of the arms build-up. I t a ly  be l i eves  t ha t  Merrbet  S t a t e s  have  J d u t y  t o

contribute to such a process and renounce expensive and dangerous programmes Of

conventional rearmament. . At th is  s t age  o f  t e chno log i ca l  advance  a l l  weapns,

including conven tional onea, become increas ingly  dest ruct ive  and pose  a  great  r i sk

to the survival of mankind.

I t  iU on the  bas is  of these  conniderations  tha t  the  Ital ian Government  f inds

it eseen t ial to identify ways end means to achieve increased tr anspatency and

openness in arms transfers ,  wi th  a view to  some l imi ta t ions  and the  prevent ion  of

i l l ega l  dea l s . We welcon~ the  oppor tuni ty  of an in-depth  ref lec t ion  cn these

ieeuee  offered by the forthcoming study by the Secretary-General, with the
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assistance of governmental experts. We stand ready to ensure the utmoet.

cont r ibut ion  to  tnie etudy and to  i t s  eventual  fo l low-up,  which we bel ieve  has

g rea t  impor t ance  fo r  u8 a l l .

Indeed,  we bel ieve that  mil i tary  forces  ehould have the  purpose  of  individual

and col lec t ive  aelf-defence and that  al l  count r ies  should  pronrote their  gradual

tea t tuc tu t inq  on the  bas is  of  such concapte  wi th  a  v iew to  ensur ing durable  and

positive peace, enhancing rmtual  confidence and facilitating an improvement of

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  o n  t h e  basis o f  co-opera t ion  and  so l ida r i t y . I n  t h e  f i e l d

of conf I dence-bu ildinq, I t a l y  ie c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  implemntation  o f  t h e  measutea

agreed a t  the  1986 Stockholm Conference  is ful ly satiefactory,  and believe8  tha t  in

other regions of the world such ways could be usefully explored.

The Italian Government wishes 1990 to be a crucial year in the overdue

neqo t  la t ing ptocesu for the total ban of chemical weapons, ard expects this to be

the  yea r  o f  t he  l ong -awa i t ed  f ina l  oonclueion  o f  t he  convention. However, f o r  t h i s

to come about we believe it  will  be necessary to conaolida te the common poll tical

wil l  Ro aB to  conclude  negot ia t ion8 in  Geneva withir  a  specif ic  and close  deadline1

i t  would  thus  be  poss ib le  to avoid  i t s  indef in i te  postponement  to  a future  which we

a l l  env i s age  t o  he  c lo se ,  bu t  wh ich  i n  f a c t  ie s l i pp ing  fu r the r  and  fu r the r  away .
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My Government believes that there comes a point in any negotiations when it is

necesuaty to shm the pl I tical will to catty them to a poei tive conclusion. That

need was clearly expressed in March by Mt. Censchet , the Minister for Foreign

Affairs of the Federal Republic of Germany, when for the second consecutive year he

went to Geneva, together with Mt. Andreo t t i ,  t he  t hen  Min ia t e t  f o r  Fo re ign  Af fa i r s

of  I t a ly ,  t o  convey s t rong  po l i t i c a l  suppor t  a  f ew  weeks  a f t e r  t he  Conclusion  of

the Paris Conference. Cn t h a t  o c c a s i o n  M r .  G e n s c h e t  s a i d ,  i n t e r  alla,  tha t  “ I t  i s

poss ib le  to  so lve  by the end of  th is  year  the  problems s t i l l  obs t ruct ing the

conclusion of a convention”.

Since that day in Match 1989 we have been able to count on the excellent

i n - d e p t h  analyuis o f  va r ious  t e chn i ca l , legal  and pol l  tical aspects  that  has  been

carried out by the Ad Hoc Committee , under the in tell iqent and dedicated gu idance

of its Chairman, Ambassador Motel. Sweden’s forthcoming chairmanship of the Ad Hoc

Committee also promises to be very encouraging. The report submitted to the

General Assembly by the Conference on Disarmament shows in concrete terms the

progress  achieved a t  the 1989 sess ion , We do not claim that everything is now

settled . Rather ,  we should  l ike  to  conf i rm out to ta l  agreement  wi th  the  solu t ion

of the pending essential technical aspects, which a te  not to  he  underes t imated .  We

consider, however, tha t  the  work accompl ished or, fat  al lows us  bet ter  to

d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  p o i n t s  t h a t  temsin  t o  he  c l a r i f i ed  and  ag reed  upon - for

example ,  vetifica,tion o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  - f rom those  w h i c h ,  a\ t h e  has18 of

an evolving Trpptosch, could be subsequently dealt with once the mnvention  is

actual ly  being impleman ted . We cannot exclude the possibility that the convention

will have certain flaws, which, in our view, can only be eliminated by means of

subseauent  c o n s t a n t  f i n e  t u n i n g ,
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The optimistic and resolute apprcsch  with which the Italian Government looks

ahead to the future of those  negotiations found further encouragement in the

address by President Bush to the United Nations. I t  was a  meaningful  address  for

the Conference on Disarmament, since it brought hope and confirmed the

ex t rao rd ina ry  commitmnt  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t h e  t o t a l

e l iminat ion of  the  chemical  threat , We also welcomed the resolve of the United

States and the Soviet Union - rsaff irmed at Jackson Hole by the two Foreign

M i n i s t e r s  - to spare no effort to give an effective and decisive impetus to the

bann ing  o f  chemica l  weapons a d  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  a r s e n a l s  o n  t h e

basis  of  a universal  and ver i f iable  agreement . As early as the spring of 1988

I ta ly  was  one of  the  co-sponsors  of  the  in i t ia t ive  in t roduced by the deleqa  t ion  of

the Federal Rspuhlic  of Gsrmany  on bshalf of the Group of Western European and

Othe r  S t a t e s  ca l l i ng  fo r  t he  exchange  o f  da t a  p r io r  t o  t he  en t ry  i n to  fo r ce  o f  t he

cdnven tion.

We  have  alao c a r r i e d  o u t  a  t r i a l  i n spec t i on  w i th  r ega rd  t o  ve r i f i c a t i on ,  both

on  a  na t i ona l  ba s i s  ard w i th  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  f o r e ign  expe r t s  and  scientists.

I am today in  a pOSitiOn to state that  I ta ly  s tands ready for  any other  possible

vetif ica tion arrangement, even  on  an  i n t e rmed ia t e  and  p r e l im ina ry  basis, i f  i t  i s

c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  p o s i t i v e  conclusion  o f  t he  mu l t i l a t e r a l  negotiatio~~s.

Another  qui te  encouraging factor  i s  the  posi t ive  outcome of  the  Canberra

Confe r ence . I t  wi tnessed,  for the  f i rs t  t ime,  unanimous agreement by the

in ternat ional  chemical  indust ry  on the  need for  the  ban and for  i t s  urgent

implementation. I  wou ld  l i ke  t o  exp re s s  t he  app rec i a t i on  and  g r a t i t ude  o f  t he

Italian author1 ties to the Aluitralian  Government. The Italian Government also

considers  appropriatet  the  propoeal  put  forward in  that  f ramework to  set up  in

Ge!nevs  a group of exper ts  to  provlds  the negot ia t ions  wi th  constant  advice  on
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outs tanding technica l  aspects  and to  es tabl ish  the  neceeaary co-ordinat ion  between

p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  the  i n d u s t r i a l  sector.

We are convinced that the specific proviaione of the convention should allow

f!or both technoloqical  progreaa and for the development of the chemical industry in

countr ies  not  ye t  able  to satisfy thei r  own bas ic  nat ional  needs . Those coun  tt iau

tO0 should  he  given the capabi l i ty  to  ensure  commit ted  suppor t  for  the  ban,  whi le

at  the  same time they should  be able  to feel  that  they are adequately  represented

in  the  cent ra l  bodies  in  charge of the  convention’s  implementa t ion .  Io that end we

consider  that  the Executive Counci l  represents  a  crucia l  point  for  the future

e f f ec t ivenes s  o f  t he  ban . I t  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  s t r u c t u r e d  i n  Ruth a  way  tha t

member countries feel they are adeauately and actively represented.

My Government ia firmly convinced that an arm6  race in outer space should be

prevented. Greater  effor ts  should therefore  be made to increaee  unders tanding

about  what i s  current ly  taking place  in  the  outer-space  environment .

The Conference on Disarmament ia the only existing mu1  tilateral forum (XI the

Debate within  auhaidiary hody,  a lbei t  s t i l l  in  a  prel iminary

phaue, should continue. Encouraging indicationa emerged within that framework as a

reeul t  of the  substant ive and high-qual i ty  act ivi ty  carr ier : !  out at  the 1989

 ion. Greater  par t ic ipat ion de legat ions  led  to  the  sulmis~  ion of  a  number  Of

auggeet ions  and proposals  worthy of  a t tent ive  caneideration.

F u r t h e r  p r o g r e s s  s h o u l d  a l s o  h e  p u r s u e d  o n  Auch a8 c o r r e c t  anl! un i fo rm

terminoloqy,  appropt  iate relationships  between bi la tera l  and

acceea t o  information,  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e

 regime  governing Outer space and the promotion of confidence-building

measures coneie  tent with technological innovations. In that framework we also

b e l i e v e  tha t  growing  s t ab i l i t y  i n  space  r e l a t i onsh ip s  can  grea t ly  benef i t  f rom
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Rtrengthened  cooperation  i n  the  c i v i l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of  spaceI  g i v e n  t h e  clti8e

interconnection between the civil and military uaee of outer mpace.

Any v iab le  and e f f ec t i ve  i n i t i a t i ve  put  fo rward  w i t h  t h e  purpofle o f  fo s t e r ing

in t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y ,  prerervtnq  s t ab i l i t y  and  i nc rea s ing  transparency  i n  outer

apace should  be taken into account. At t h i s  s t a g e  w e  b e l i e v e  i t  t o  b e  o f  t h e

highest importance for bilateral negotiations between the United States and the

S o v i e t  U n i o n  o n  space md &fence ieeuer  t o  a c h i e v e  p o s i t i v e  result8  i n  o r d e r  t o

meet growing expectations that development8 on a bilateral level promote.

advancemnt  on the  mul t i la tera l  l e v e l  aR we l l .

& to  the  ques t ion  of effect ive  in ternat ional  arrangements to ensure

non-nuclear-weapon Sta tes  against  the uee or  threat  of use of nuclear  weaponnr  the

Italian Government is ntill  convinced that the issue deeervea more effort and

at ten tive consideration t Rince i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  impottaplt   t owards  nuc lear

the achievement  of greater etability  and secllr it;{. The   of

progress within the subsidiary body the Conference on Disarmament. registered

once again  a t  the  1989 seeeion  at  Geneva  ie in  growing contradic t ion  wi th  the

increasi~~gly  p o a i  t i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e .

Italy search for fur ther  improvementa  in  the  exis t ing

s i t u a t i o n  i n  this f i e l d  a n d  t o  c o n s i d e r  a n y  conetructive  p r o p o s a b  t h a t  may h e  put

hefore the Atl Hoc Convnittee of the Conference on Dibarmament. Moreover t since t in

our viewI nuclear non-proliferation commitments by non-nuclear-weapon States

legitimize  greater expectations via-~-vie nuclear-weapon States,  wider adherence to

the  non-prol i fera t ion Treaty  or  to  regional  arrangementa,  such  aa those of

Tlatelolco and Raretonga, should be envieaged.

As a non-nucl ear-weapon 9 ta te t Italy would encourage efforta towards a single

con8ennu0  r e s o l u t i o n  cm n e g a t i v e  s e c u r i t y  aasurancee. In our view such II

sLgnificant developmnt  could  represent  a fur ther  s tep towards  better  unders tanding

. .
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and a community of 1 deaa hetwern nual ear- ad non-nuclear-wmpon  Staten. However t

we would I ike to stress that we cannot accept the premise that, lacking a eingle

common formula, nothing hats  heen achieved. ckr the contrary,  i t  ir our firm belief

thatI while searching for improvement of a more aomprehenrive  nature on this isauet

al guarantees  given by thr  f i ve  nuolear-wrapon  Sta tes  provide

upon 
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The I ta l ian  Government  cont inues  to  take an act ive  par t  in  the  effor ts  a imed

at  creat ing more favourable  conditions  for the pursuance of the  u l t imate  goal  of  a

verifiable and comprehensive nuclear test bsn. We wish to reiterate our support

for the efforts made to idsnti  fy a procedural compromise and an appropriate mandate

for the resumption at the Geneva Conference on Disarmament of the Ad Hoc Committee

on a nuclear test han. We consider that such efforts are far from having exhausted

thei r  purpose . We also welcome the continued important activity of the Group of

Scientific Experts on seismic events, which we reqard as an indispensable wmponent

of  a  fu ture  mul t i l a t e r a l  veriPication r$qins fo r  nuc l ea r  exp lo s ions .

The  objec t ive  of re-es tabl ishinq n subsidiary  body a t  the  Conference on

Disarmament on the item is all  the more important if we bear in mind the deadlines

for the Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in 1990. In fact t there  appears  to  be

l i t t l e  d o u h t  a s  t o  t h e  leqitimacy  o f  t he  s ecu r i t y  conce rns  o f  the

non-nuclear-weapon States t i n  pa r t i cu l a r  o f  t hose  t ha t  have  unde r t aken  spec i f i c

obl.iqations  b y  siqninq  t h e  NPT. I t  is t he r e fo re  neces sa ry  t o  un i t e  our  e f fo r t s  i n

order  to  ident i fy  a  real is t ic  and eff ic ient  formula  which would adeauately  take

into account reciprocal recfuirements. This should in turn he conducive to the

elaborat ion of  a  future  programs&  of  work takinq account  of  the  important  deadl ines

in  .IUC!:  a  way as to make sure  that  we refrain  f rom purely ah&tact and

con f ron t a t i ona l  exe rc i s e s  un l i ke ly  t o  l e ad  t o  p roq ra s s  and  t ha t  we c o n c e n t r a t e

instadd on a pragmatic approach likely to make pcssihle  substantive achievement on

a s tep-by-o tep basis .

The Fourth Review Conference on the sea-bed Treaty, which took place in Geneva

in September this yeart has  once again  conf i rmed the  effect iveness  of  th is  Treaty

as  an  i n s t rumen t  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  l aw  o f  a  p r even t ive  na tu re . The Ital ian

Government welcomes the unanimous recognition that the Treaty has served its
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purpose  wel l  and that  no viola t ion of  ita provia ione is  to he repor ted .  One of  the

reSults of the meeting which, however t seems worthy of specific  mention and which

is  viewed with  par t icular :  sa t is fact ion by the  Italic delegat ion i s  the direc t  and

active involvement of the Secretary-General of the United Nations in the process

wi th  r ega rd  t o  ve r i f i c a t i on  md t e c h n o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  r e l e v a t  t o  t h e  T r e a t y .

I t a ly  w i shes  t o  r e i t e r a t e  i t s  f u l l  oonunitment  t o  t h e  cause o f  d i s a rmamen t  and

peace. We shal l  spare no effort  to faci l i ta te  the  rapid  md signif  icart progress

of the arms control process during the coming t decisive, months. In our view t some

results which may have a great influence on future events seem now at hand, ard

should be pursued with the utmost determination.

We are also willing to promote m enhanced role for the United Nations in this

c o n t e x t . I t  i s  w i t h  t h i s  i n  m i n d  t h a t  w e  l o o k  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  the work

of this Committee during the present seas ion 0’: the General Assembly t ad wl sh you,

a n d  a l l  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the de l i be ra t i ons ,  eve ry  possible  succes s .

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Spanish) I I  shal l  now cal l  on  those

representa t ives  wh:, wish  to  speak in exercise  of  the  r ight  of  reply.

I  draw the CommitteeVs  a t ten t ion  to the fol lowing decisicn of the General

Assembly t

“Delegat ions  should  exercise  thei r  r ight  of  reply  a t  the  end of the day

whenever two meetings have heen scheduled for that day md whenever such

meet ings  arc  devoted to  the  considera t ion of  the same i tem.

“The  number  of  interventionn  in  t he  exe rc i s e  o f  t he  r i gh t  o f  r ep ly  fo r

any delegation at a given meeting should be limited to two per item.

“The first  intervention in the exercise of the tight of reply for any

delegation on any item at a givan meeting should be l imited to 10 minutes and

the  second in tervent ion  ahould  be  l imi ted  to  f ive  minutes, ’
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I  should  a lso  l ike  to  point  out  tha t  In tervent ions  made in  exerc ise  of  the

r igh t  o f  r ep ly ,  and  r ep l i e s  t o  t h e m , should be de1 ivered in the spirit  which has

characterized  the general debate so far.

I  ca l l  on the  r ep resen ta t ive  o f  I r aq .

Mr. ALMUSAWI (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic) t I am not exercising

the right of reply to engage in verhal warfare with my neighbour the representative

o f  I r a n . The war has already been decided in the field, victory going to one and

t h e  “ b i t t e r n e s s  o f  p o i s o n ”  t o  t h e  o t h e r . I  want  only  to  state that  Iran’s

inces san t  un founded  a l l ega t i ons  aga in s t  I r aq  do  no t  s e rve  t he  cause  o f  peace .  I

say so as my country prepare3 to celebrate, tomorrow, the completion of the

campaign to reconstruct Faw, destroyed by Ican dur ing i t s  war t ime occupat ion of  the

city. The  p roces s  o f  r econs t ruc t i on  i s  one  o f  I r aq ’ s  e f fo r t s  to fo s t e r  a  c l ima te

of peace and confidence-building. Other instances which I mention cnly as examples

and  not exhaus  t iva ly  a t  a l l , a r e  t he  r econs t ruc t i on  o f  bo rde r  t owns ,  e spec i a l l y

Basrah, t h e  derrrobllization  o f  t he  F i r s t  Spec i a l  B r igade  a n d  f ive  a rmy  d iv i s ions ,

and the  dishandinq of  a l l  sec tors  of the  Popular Army.

In order  to  shed 1  ight  on  the  t ru th , a l low me to  recal l  the  fo l lowing to

refresh the memory of  the representat ive of  I rar .

First,  he lamented the slow implementation of Security Council resolution

598 (1987). He appears  to  forget  tha t  Iran re jec ted  that  resolut ion for  a  whole

year I descr ihing i t  in  the  most  foul  terms. T h e n ,  a f t e r  i t s  m i l i t a r y  d e f e a t ,  I r a n

a c c e p t e d  t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n . He  a l so  seems  to  fo rge t  t ha t  I r an ’ s  r e fusa l  o f  t he

p r i n c i p l e  O f  d i r e c t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d  i t s  s e l e c t i v e  oonditions  h a v e  o b s t r u c t e d  t h e

implementation of that resolution. I f  I r a n  d o e s  h a v e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  will t o  c a r r y

out  th is  peace plan, then i t  must ini tta te the process of the exchange of prisoners

in accordance with the third Geneva Convention, of 1949, which stipulates the

r e l e a s e  o f  p r i s o n e r s  bithout d e l a y  a f t e r  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  h o s t i l i t i e s ,



EF/17 A/C. 1/44/PV.  14
74-75

(Mr. Almusawi, Iraq)

Secondly, repor ts  by the  Secretary-General  of  the  Uni ted Nat ions  based ~1 the

f indings  of  his  exper t  miss ions  to  both  I ran and I raq conf i rm Iran’s use of

c h e m i c a l  weaqons  on  a l l  f ron t s  i n  i t s  expans ion i s t  wa r  aga ins t  I r aq .
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The representative of Iran knows better than anyone t h a t  h i s  rdgime  p o s s e s s e s

i

chemical weapons and the means of their production, a n d  t h a t  i t  i s  s t r i v i n g  t o

d e v e l o p  i t s  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  .  W a s  i t  n o t  t h e  M i n i s t e r

1 responsible  for  the  I ranian guards  who declared on 2  Septerrber  1988 on Tehran  radio

that  that  country  has  a  group working on the  manufacture  of  chemical ,  b iological

and nuclear weapons? Was not that reaffirmed by the now President of Iran, when he

s t a t ed  l a s t  yea r  t ha t  I r an  was  work ing  to  enhance  i t s  capab i l i t y  to p r o d u c e

chemical, batter  iological  and nuclear weapons? In addi t ion,  news agencies  carry

f r equen t  r epo r t s  t o  t he  e f f ec t  t ha t  I r an  i s  conc lud ing  suspicious  t r ansac t i ons  to

upgrade i t s  mil i tary  chemical  industry . I t  i s  r e g r e t t a b l e  t h a t  I r a n  p e r s i s t s  i n

just i fying i ts  defeat  in  war  by ra is ing the  issue  of  chemical  weapons ,  whi le

d i s r ega rd ing  t he  t r ue  muse  o f  the  war  - i t s  amb i t i ons  on  Arab  t e r r i t o ry  i t

cove ted, and the  infamous pr inciple  that  I ran adopted: t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  e x p o r t i n g

revolut ion .

Th i rd ly ,  t he  r ep re sen t a t i ve  o f  I r an  r e f e r r ed  t o  t he  v i c t ims  o f  ga s  chamber s ,

I do not know why he does not bat an eyelid over the daily massacre of Pales tin ian

c h i l d r e n ,  w h o  oonfront  a l l  k inds  o f  weawns, including tear  gas  and other  gases .

Four thly , t he  r ep re sen t a t i ve  o f  I r an  l amen ted  t he  f a t e  o f  t he  na t i ona l

minorities i n  I r a q ,  i g n o r i n g  t h e  s i n i s t e r  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  r&gime  i n  haling

with the  var ious  I ranian peoples  and the  sequels  of  I ran’s  aggress ive war and the

havoc it wrought among those peoples. I  remind him that  the  Kurds  in  my country

en joy  a l l  legi timate na t i ona l  r i gh t s , under a system of self-government. What has

Iran done for ita IllinOritieS?  I shal l  not  refer  to human  r ights ,  because  that

mat ter  can be  ra ised in  another  forum.
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seen f i t  to  repeat  here  once again  the  accusat ion about  coll~boratian  in the

nuclear  f ie ld  between Israel  and South Africa. I s r ae l  i s  r epea ted ly  s ing led  out

and condemned for alleged nuclear collaboration  with South Africa. My Government

has  ca t ego r i ca l l y  r e j ec t ed  t h i s  a l l ega t i on .

What does the United Nations have to say on the subject? In the annex to the

repo r t  o f  t h e  Secre t a ry -Genera l  U-I t h e  s u b j e c t  d a t e d  1 9 8 1  (A/36/431),  i t  states!

“With regard to the question of a passihle nuclear collaboration between

Israel and South Africa, . . . unti l  SpeCif ic examples of actual nuclear

exchanges  or  t ransact ions  could  be ci ted  as  c lear  evidence of  such

co-opera t ion, the  whole  quest ion remained in  a  s ta te  of  uncer ta in ty .  ’

(A/36/431, para. 13)

That was in 1981. What has happened since? On 15 May 1986 the United Nations

dis t r ibuted  a  repor t  by a team of  experts  f rom Nigeria ,  Sweden,  the  Sovie t  Union,

Venezuela and France, who had investigated South Africa’s nuclear-weapon

capab i l i t y . The 44-page document was presented at the United Nations World

Conference on Sanct ions  agains t  Racis t  South Africa ,  held  in  Par is  in  June 1986.

I t  i s  the  most  comprehensive  repor t  ever  i ssued by the  Uni ted  Nat ions  dn the

subject . Certa in  countr ies  are  ment ioned in  the  context  of  nuclear  col laborat ion

with South Africa. I s r a e l  i s  n o t  among  t h e m .

The fa lse  a l legat ion of  nuclear  col laborat ion between Israel  and South Africa

i s  noth ing  hut  an  empty  pol i t ica l  campaign to  d iscredi t  Israel  in  the eyes of  black

Africa. The  cont inued repet i t ion  of  an  unt ru th  does  not  make it t rue .

The Libyan representa t ive  has  accused Israel  of  threatening the  other  States

in  the  region. We have s ta ted many t imes tha t  i t  i s  our pol icy not  to  be  the  f irst

to introduce nuclear weapons into the Middle East. No responsible Israeli leader
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has ever threatened anyone. The Libyan dictator has a very different idea Of

international relations. In a far-reaching interview published in the United

States publication Vanity Fair in July this year, he advocated the destruction of

Israel and the expulsion of its Jewish inhabitants. He also stated:

"The Arabs are compelled to own and possess nuclear weapons. The Pales tin ian

state  must have the right to its own weapons, to have chemical weaponsI  to

have nuclear weapons."

The writer of the article went on later:

"He said the Arabs needed nuclear weapons in the same way the United States

and Libya needed rmtual understanding, as though it were the most natural,

non-controversial thing in the world."

That is the President of a country whose representative has today declared his

country's devotion to nuclear non-proliferation.

Mr. MASHHADI (Islamic Republic of It-an): I am sorry to have to speak at

this late hour, but I was astonished to hear what the representative of IraU said,

since in my statement this morning I made no reference to Iraq. Rather, my

statement was based upon general observations and general principles of my country

and my delegation.

With regard to the first point, implementation of Security Council resolution

598 (1987)r as the representative of Iraq said, it is rare than two years since the

resolution was adopted, and it is more than a year since the cease-fire between the

two countries was established, and still the resolution has not been implemented.

We believe that there is a slow pace in the resolution's implementation, and we

asked for its speedy implementation. That was a request to the international

community and the Security Council, which adopted the resolution by consensus.

There was no need for the representative of Iraq to return to the jingoistic



JP/M! A/C.l/44/PV.l4
19-m

(Mr. Mashhadi, Islamic
Republic of Iran)

attitude of his Government, saying which country was the victor and which was the

vanquished. That was a resolution of the Security Council and it must he

implemented. If he does not want it, he can say so, in other words.

Secondly, with regard to chemical weapons, I did not refer to Iras in ny

statement, and I do not know why the representative of Iras thought it was a

reference to his country when I spoke of the use of chemical weapons. I did not

say that Iraq had used chemical weapons, hut if the representative of Iraq wishes

to admit that his Government used chemical weapons and asks for the credit fOK it,

I shall not deprive him of that pleasure. Of course, everybody has tead the

reports of the Security Council and the teams dispatched to the area to investigate

the use of chemical weapons, ad I shall be happy if the name of Iran as a user of

chemical weapons be found there.
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(Mr. MaRhhadf , Islamic
Republic -of Iran)

The th i rd  point  concerned why we did  not  refer  to  Is rae l ’s  use of usphyxiatinq

gas against the Palestinian people. Our position is that we conderrn  any une of

chemical weapons anywhere, any time, by any State or party. ‘1310 wrongs do not make

a riqht.

Concerning the  point  about  the  I raqi  Kurda,  I  have a questionr Are I ran ian

Kurds in  I raq and Turkey or  vice  versa?

The meeting rose at 6.05 p.m.


