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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AC;ENDA ITEMS 49 TO 69 AND 151 (continued)

GENERAL DBBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT AGENDA ITEX'4.5

The CIJAIEWW (interpretation from Spanish): I call on Ambassador Bagbeni

Adeito Nzengeya of Zaire, former Chairman of the First Committee, to introduce the

report of the Disarmament Commission in his capacity as Chairman of that Commission.

Mr, BAGBENI ADEI'TD NZENGEYA (Zaire), Chairman of the Disarmament

Comission  (interpretation from French): Allow me to congratulate you, Sir, on

your unanimous election as Chairman of the First Committee, in which you have

worked for many years and whose mysterious workings you know inside out. Your

wealth of experience in this field is the best guarantee of the success of this

session. The friendly relations that exist between our two countries, Venezuela

and Zaire, and between ourselves cannot but strengthen the co-operation my

delegation will give you throughout your term of office. I would like to take this

opportunity also to extend my warmest congratulations to the other members of the

Bureau, who will offer you their support and their contributions, indispensable for

the proper conduct Of OUI: work.
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In ‘my capacity a8 current Chairman of the United Nationa Disarmament

Commission, I  have the  honour  to  in t roduce  the  repor t  of  the  Commiss ion  for i t s

1989 subs tan t ive se88 ion (A/44/42). As i n  p r e v i o u s  seasions,  t h e  r e p o r t  consists

of four chapters and four annexes, r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  i t s  de1 iheratfons o n

various disarmament subjects on the aqenda during the 1989 session. In par t icular  ,

of the Commission’s deliberations in May this year on disarmament isauea.

As in previous years, nrqanized  in accordance with the

mandate of the Disarmament Commission set out in paragraph 118 of the Final

Document  of the  f i rs t  specia l  sess ion of  the  General  Assembly devoted to

disarmament, as  wel l  as  the  guide1 inea se t  by the  Caner al  Assembly at  i ts

t h i r t y - seven th  and  fo r ty - th i rd  s e s s ions  io r e s o l u t i o n s  37/78 H  and  43/78 A,  in

which  the  Commission was requested to  direc t  i t s  at tent ion  at  each substant ive

Session t o  s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t s  a n d  t o  make  e v e r y  e f fo r t  t o  ach i eve  conc re t e

recommendations on such subjects  to  the  Genera l  Assembly at  i ts  subseauent  sess ion.

After  the  Commiss ion’s  arduous  del ibera t ions  dut inq i t s  1989 substantive

session, i t s  conc re t e  r e commenda t i ons  t o  t he  fo r t y - fou r th  s e s s ion  o f  t he  C&netAl

Assembly were adopted hy consensus, as  no t ed  i n  pa rag raph  40 o f  the r epo r t . Those

recommendations were either adopted by each of the four work ins qtoups ad a

contac t  group or  by the  consul ta t ion  groups ,  w h i c h  t o o k  charge o f  t he  r e spec t i ve

s u b s t a n t i v e  i t e m s  of  the agenda. Tn th i s  connect ion , i t  s h o u l d  h e  p o i n t e d  o u t  thilt

during t h i s  SPSsion t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  w,=J:~  aqain requenterl  tn deal w i t h  seven

s u h s t a n t i v e  items-on i t s  agenda . me - t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  1990s a s  t h e  T h i r d

Disarmament Decade - was A  new it+m which  was in t roduced as  one nf the  pr  ior ity

subjects  in  the  f ie ld  of  d isarmament .
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An represen  ta tiver may recall, last year the Commiesion 8ucceBBfullY  concl.ude~

two important iternst v e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  a l l  i t s  aepects a n d  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r

conf idence-bui ld ing  meaSureSI But this year it encountered diffiCUltie8  in

bringing about any auhetantive outcome and concluding aome items on it8 agenda,

which ha8 indeed been ah  ex tens ive  heri tage. In par titular , i t  wa8 u n a b l e  t o

conclude the moat promising item, regarding the  reduction of  mil i tary  budgets ,

agains t  the  background of  improved in ternat ional  re la t ions . That  fai lure has

consequently brought proposals for considering way8 and mean8 to enhance the role

of the Commiaa  ion, pa r t i cu l a r ly  b y  increaelng its effectiveness  and  r a t i ona l i s i ng

its work.

However, on the other hand, I  w i sh  t o  pint  o u t  t h a t  d u r i n g  thi8 yea r  the

Commission was able to achieve some progress on the subject of conventional

disarmament ,  an  issue of  universal  concern, a8 well a8 the question of South

Africa ‘9 nuclear  capabi l i ty . Considerable progress wa8 also mde on the i tern

regarding naval armaments and disarmament.

In giving  a  gene ra l  a s se s smen t  oE t he  work  o f  t he  CornmiSsion,  I s t i l l  m a i n t a i n

that success could have been achieved had certain delegation8 approached them with

less i n f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  a  g r e a t e r  senrie  o f  reaSonahlene8S. I  hope that  the

Commission will  be able to conclude its work on Borne  agenda i terns  at its next

subs tant ive  sess ion  in  1990.

The  i tem regarding the  arms race and nuclear  disarmament  has  been general ly

Considered  the  most  d i f f icul t  one  on the  agenda) the  Commiso  ion was pract ical ly

reauired  to formulate a mini~Omprehen8ive  programme of disarmament. At  this

j u n c t u r e  i t  m i g h t  h e  a d v i s a b l e  i f  d e l e g a t i o n s  w e r e  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  c e r t a i n

Bpcific i s s u e s  i n  t h e  n u c l e a r  f i e l d . The recently announced aqreement in

p r i n c i p l e  o n  t h e  neqotfation  o f  a  r educ t i on  o f  s t r a t eg i c  nuc l ea r  weapon8  hetwaan
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the  Sovie t  Union and the Uni ted  Sta tes  might  inspi re  some thought  in  th is  regard  so

as  to  promote  a  mul t i la tera l  negot ia t ion process on the  issue r,f nuclear

disarmament. Fur thermore, i t  should  a lso  be  poin ted  out  that  dur  fng th is  sess ion

the  Commiss ion engaged in  substant ive  considerat ion of  the  declara t ion of  the  1990s

as the Third Disarmament Decade, to which a great numhec of delegations had

Attached importance.

During past years many memhera of the Commission have contended that it should

limit the number of i terns on its agenda, i n  o r d e r  t o  d e v o t e  i t s  rrraximum e f f o r t  t o  a

few items on which chances of success are better than on others. Conseauent ly ,  the

time aveilahle to each subsidiary  body could be mximized. This year some

delegat ions  made specif ic  proposals  in  th is  regard, I t  i s  u.ndouhted1.y t r u e  t h a t

some of the subjects under consideration have been on Ule Commission’s agenda for

many years with no conclusion, though  i t  i s  du ly  acknowledged  t ha t  t he  l a ck  o f

favourahle  in  terna t ional  condi t ions  dur ing  the  pas t  has  contr  ibu tad to that

s i t u a t i o n . ‘lb achieve any progress  on those  subjects ,  sll members  of  the

Commission must  make effor ts  wi th  s incer i ty  of  purpose and a  spir i t  of  CO-OPeratii~n

and accommcda  tian. Indeed,  the  improvement  of  the  re la t ionship  between the  two

supe r -Power s  and  t h e i r  a l l  ies, a s  c u r r e n t l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  c o u l d  cxpedi te the

p roces s ,  g iven  t h e  political wi l l .

With  respclct to  the  orcfanixation of the  Commission’s  work  in  1989,  I  am happy

to note that the Commission was free nf the procedural and orqaniaational

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i t  h a d  encountered b e f o r e  - n a m e l y ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of eauitable

dis t r ihut ion of  the  chai rmanship  among subsidiary Mdies  and the  dura t ion  cf tie

SC?SSiOn* Tn this  regard , T believe t h a t  s o m e  pre-session  consultat.ons  w e r e

e x t r e m e l y  useful a n d  c o n t r i b u t e d  qreAtly t o  t h e  smo.?th  orqaniz3tion  o f  the
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ut i l i sa t ion of  conference  resources  a t  the  1989  substant ive  sess ion. I  am

convinced tha t  appropr ia te  consul ta t ions  among delegat ions  wi th  the  ass is tance  of

the Department  for  Disarmament  Affairs  could faci l i ta te  the  Commission’~ work in

the  fu tu r e .

Speaking nw as  Permanent  Representa t ive  of  Zaire , w h i l e  s t i l l  w e a r i n g  t h e  h a t

of Chairman of the Disarmament Commission, I should like to make a few personal

remarks about, the Disarmament CommissionVs work.

First,  i t  must be understood that whatever the competence, commitment and

dedication of the Commission’s Chairman, the success of its work 1ar:gely depends on

the  pol i t ica l  wi l l  of  member  Sta tes . Cer ta in  delegat ions  of ten  give  the  impress ion

that  fa i lure  can be  attributed  to  the  Chairman. During the  substant ive  sess ion o f

May this year I personally undertook numerous, in tens ive  consul ta t ions  wi th  a  v iew

to  concluding  considerat ion of  agenda i tem 5,  ent i t led  “Reduct ion of  mi l i tary

budge ts ‘I. That  i tem had the  advantage that  there  was  disagreement  only  about: one

sentence at the end of paragraph 7 of the document on the item worked out at

prev fous sess ions. Desp i t e  e f fo r t s  t o  r e c o n c i l e the  v iews of  a l l  de legat ions  on

all o f  t he  t ex t  and  thus f ac i l i t a t e  i t s  adop t i on  a s  a  who le ,  some  de l ega t i ons

changed their mind at the l.ast moment, al though dur ing the consul tat ions they had

shown  f l ex ib i l i t y  and  a  sp i r i t  o f  c o n c i l i a t i o n . That  means that  the  c l imate  in

which we worked was largely dominated by the intransigence ot certain delegations.

It i s  therefore  easy to  unders tand the  des i re  ol member  Sta tes  to  in t roduce

new rn+thods  of organizing  our work and new approaches, without putting the

connniss ion’s mandate in question, wi th  a  v iew to  s t rengthening i t s  ro le  and

i n c r e a s i n g  i t s  e f f i c a c y . That is why it was agreed st the end of the Commission’s

work t0 Set Up an infOrma] group composed Of all the Officers Of the COmmittee and

open to  a l l  de legat ion3 to  study in  depth a l l  proposals  for  g iving the  Commission
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new life and dynamism capable of giving a new drive to its work. The f i rs t  meet ing

of the Group was held last Wednesday, 18 October. Many suggestions were made and

thesl: wi l l  be  s tudied  methodical ly  a t  the  next  meet ing to  be  held  on Thursday,

26 October. The proposals adopted hy unanimity will  he submitted tc the

Disarmament Commission at its next meeting.
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At  th is  juncture ,  however , I can already reveal  some of  the  views expressed bY

many delegat ions  in  th is  connect ion ,

First,  i t  was noted that the Disarmament Commission was enjoying the

participation of a decreasing number of States members and that  representa t ion Was

n o t  a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  h i q h  l e v e l ,

Secondly, the existence of so many workinq qroups - seven at the moment -

prevents delegations from concentrating on some of the important i tems on the

agenda.

Thirdly , the  length  of  the  subs tant ive  sess ion has also been the  subject  o f

comment, and some delegat ions  fee l  tha t  i t  could  be  shor tened.

Four th ly ,  in tens ive  informal  consul ta t ions  should  be held  pr ior  to  the  openinq

of  the  sess ion to  enable  delegat ions  to  have a  voice in  t he  cho i ce  o f  o f f i ce r s  o f

the Commission and on the impbctant i tems to he included on the agenda of the

forthcoming sess ion. In th is connection a number of deleqa tions feel that a

smaller number of agenda items would make i t  possihle to concentrate the

Commiss ion’s  ac t iv i t ies  on speci f ic  i tems so  as  to  achieve  concre te  resul ts .

However, i t  was aq reed  t h a t  t h e  p o s s i h i l i t y  o f  i n i t i a t i n q  a c t i o n  t o  i n s c r i b e  n e w

i tams on the agenda should remain open so that the Commission can continue to ~1.3~

i.t.7 r o l e  as a  de l i he r a t i ve  body  i n  t h e  d i sa rmamen t  f i e ld .

F i f th ly , t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  r o t a t i o n  o f  c h a i r m e n  o f  workinq  qroups w a s  ,31.so

lnentioned,  althouqh  f l ex ib i l i t y  was  r ecommended  wi th  r ega rd  t o  ce r t a in  agenda items;

r e q u i r i n g  c o n t i n u i t y  i n  neqotiations - for  example i  terns  telatinq  to  nucle.3r  and

conventional disarmament.

These  few opinions  reveal  the  concerns  oE delegat ions  about  the  Commission’s

fu tuts. At  the  conclus ion  of  onqoinq consul ta t ions  concscninq  these rcfor% I

shal l  he  able to  present  a  mnre  complete  and comprehensive  repor t . t hope  t h a t

-
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many deleqat ions  wi l l  take  par t  in  these  informal  consul ta t ions ,  which are  crucia l

to the survival of the Disarmament Commission.

In concl us ion, I should 1 ike to echo the sentiment expressed by members of the

Commission that  ef for ts  in  the  overal l  d isarmament  process  in  recent  years  to

s t rengthen the  Commiss ion’s  ro le  and improve i t s  abi l i ty  tc deal  effect ively with

the qUeStiOnS  w i t h i n  i t s  p u r v i e w  m u s t  b e  f u r t h e r  p u r s u e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  Commission  may

se rve  a s  a n  e f fec t ive  appa ra tus  fo r  t he  proration o f  t h e  n e q o t i a t i n q  p r o c e s s  O n

urgent  and vi ta l  d isarmament  issues. As delegations are aware, consultations on

ways  and meanfi  of enhancino  the  Commissior. ‘s role  are  now under  way,  and i t  i s

hoped  tha t  unders tandinq and aqreement  wi l l  he  reached in due  course . Proqress on

some agenda i tems a t  the  next  substant ive  sess ion, in 1990, may pave the way to

revitalizinq  the functions of the Commission.

Final ly ,  i t  would he remiss  of  me not  to  express  my qra  titude  to  al l

deleqatiOnS  f o r  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  h u s i n e s s - l i k e  manner i n  conductinq  t h e

Commiss ion ’ s  work  a s  i t  a t t emp t s  t o  f u l f i l  t he  t a sk  en t ru s t ed  t o  i t  hy t he  Gene ra l

Assembly. A special  t r i h u t e  s h o u l d  h e  p a i d  t o  the o f f i ce r s  o f  t he  Commiss ion ,  i n

particular the Rapporteur,  Mr. Querton ot I3el.q  ium, and the Chairmen I>f the Var iOuS

working groups, contact qroups and consultation qroups - namely,

Mr. Serqey Mart inov of  the  Byeloruss  ian Soviet  SoCi.3li!st  R?Puhl ic,

Mr. Valer iu Fl orean  of Romania, Ambassador Edmond  ,Taya.sinqhe  of  Sri  hnka,

Ambassador Paul Enqo  of Cameroon, Ambassador Adeyemi of Yiqer  ia,

Ambassador Nana Su tr esna of Indonesia, Ambassador  SkjoI.4 WlLhin  of  Denmark,

Ambassador  bqer  Ravix o f  H a i t i  a n d  Amb3ssr3dor  Douglas  Troche  o f  C a n a d a  - f o r  ths’ir

co -ope ra t i on  and  a s s i s t ance . 3n b e h a l f  t>,f :hc! Com?lissiW  1 sholrld  l.i<e a l s o  tP)

--
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Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, Mr. yasushi Akashi, and the

Secretary of the Disarmament Commission, Mr. Lin Kuo-chung,  as well as to their

colleagues serving as secretaries of the subsidiary bodies of the Commission. Cn

behalf of the Conanission  I extend my great appreciation  to other metiers of the

Secretariat who assisted the Commission in carrying out its tasks.

I nOlJ have the honour to @resent the annual report of the United Nations

Disarmament Commission (A/44/42). In view of the importance of the Commission's

work I have limited my statement to matters relating to that work, my aim being to

draw the attention of delegations of all Member States to the existence of this

important deliberative body , which enables all Member States to submit concrete and

constructive proposals in the disarmament field. The delegation of Zaire therefore

reserves its right to express its views on the various items on the Connnitteels

agenda at a later meeting.

>lK . HJ%NANDE;Z (Dominican Republic) (interpretation from Spanish): The

delegation of the Dominican Republic , a Latin American country in the centre of the

Caribbean, is proud to see one of our fellw Latin Americans, particularly one from

our own Caribbean region, presiding over the work of the First Committee- It gives

us confidence that a diplomat with your wide experience has been entrusted with

that delicate task. we congratulate you on your election as Chairman and on your

mvernment's assiqnment to you of your future no less important functions, in the

fulfilment of which T am convinced you will he able to contribute to the further

improvement  Of the excellent relations that exist hebeen our peoples and

Governments.

i alzo extend my congratulations to all the other officers of the Committee,

It might seem a joke for a country as small as Ours to presume to participate

in international discussions on such subjects as the pcohihition of nuclear tests
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and chemical and biological weapons, or in deliberations on such even more

sophisticated subjects as intercontinental ballistic missiles, antiballistic

missiles and sea-based cruise missiles. However, the joke turns to high drama when

we realize that this snrall nation of ours has been deeply embroiled in global

conflicts an3 that its relatively small population has been exposed, if not to

extermination, at least to the grave consequences of conflicts, without even

knowing why such a fate should have befallen it.

That is why we are concerned; that is why we are participating here; because

the problem of the arms race concerns us all; because all men and women the world

over are open to its effects.

Although responsibility is universally shared , the industrialized countries,

which are responsible for some 80 per cent of military expenditures, and in

particular the two super-powers, bear the main task of controlling and

progressively reducing the stockpiles of highly sophisticated nuclear and

conventional weapons. We believe, however, that, as regards disarmament and

international peace and security, all the countries of the world have a right to

participate through the United Nations, the world symbol of multilateralism. Since

our peoples are afiected by the results of discussions and decisions here, we

certainly cannot fail to be involved in them.
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While  we a te  conduct ing our deliberations  th is  year  in  a  cl imate  Of gcmter

conf idence  because of  the  obvious improvement  in  the  in ternat ional  si tuat ion,

character ised hy a qrowinq  s ta te  o f  dgtente  hetween the  super-Powers  and new

democrat ic  in i t ia t ives and advances in  many countr ies ,  we are  atill very much

concerned by  the  in ternat ional  aitUatiOn*

W h i l e ,  a s  iS recoqnined,  ~isarmamant  i~1 A problem  t h a t  depends  in g r e a t

measure  on l?ast-West re la t ions , fo r  t h i rd -wor ld  c o u n t r i e s  t h e  prncesR o f

disarmament  inevi tably  involves  the  process Of  development1 i f  t h e  l a t t e r  i s

weakened then all hopts  of peace and tranauiltity  crumble.

Within  the  context  of an ever  more  In terdependent  wor ld ,  i t  would  be  not  only

b l i n d  b u t  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  - orl i n  t h e  w o r s t  o f  c a s e s ,  w i l f u l l y  d e c e i t f u l  - t o  claim

disarmament and development are not interrelated. S u f f i c e  i t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e

approximately $1 h i l l  ian spent  on the  mil i tary  every year  correspond8 to  6  per  cent

of  t.he  worlCJ’s  t o t a l  qrows n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t  and  c o n t i n u e s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  s o m e  2 0

t i m e s  more  t h a n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a i d  q i v e n  t o  t h e  developiny  countries  in all FOrmR.

IJP cannot  help  th ink ing about  the  increased socia l  product iv i ty  that  would

rnsult i f , i n s t e a d  of applyinq  t h e i r  p o w e r f u l  a n d  f e r t i l e  fmaqinations  a n d

.sophi:?ticated  k n o w - h o w  t o  invantinq  o r  contributinq  t o  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  inRtrUrIK?nts

of des ttuct ion and death , the hundreds oP thoueandn of the most capable men and

women nf our species employed in  the  wor ld  of  .scientific  research,  enqineerinq,  and

t e c h n i c a l  are.% for  m i l i t a r y  p u r p o s e s  w e r e to cons fder ways r) f impcovfnq  heal th and

PIIIIC~  tion, and enhancinq  w e l l - b e i n g  i n  o u r  w o r l d .

Out region owes over $400 billion and is simultaneously Rufferinq  the most

sC!r iOUS a n d  prolongad ccOnomic c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t  half-century,  with  resulting

massive  unemployment  ,lnd a qrave deter  ioration  of  the  l iv ing condi t ions  of  a
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population  w h i c h ,  f o r  t h e  most  p a r t , has long been impover  iahed. We can have no

il.luaione  a b o u t  t h e  d e b t  h e i n q  p a i d  c m  t h e  haai.9 o f  i n t e r n a l  e f fo r t s ,  a u s t e r i t y

programmes, and  a  supposedly  S p a r t a n  a t t i t u d e . I n  t h e  lonq  r u n ,  t h a t  o n l y  lead? t o

more hunqer, more sufferinq and more pain for our peoples. I t  would a lso  be

illut=,ory to  thiilk that ,  Rimply  wi th  the savings f rom uni la teral  disarmament in  Our

region,  we would he  able  to  break the  barr iers  of  underdevelopment. Not  even to ta l

disarmament would in i tRelf  lead to world peace and Aecurity  unless  we succeeded in

el iminat ing the  economic  asymmetries  that  exist  hetween Nb1:th  and South ,  to  the

de t r imen t  o f  t he  l a t t e r .

It is e s s e n t i a l , i n d i s p e n s a b l e  a n d  rlrqent t h a t  a  halanced  e f f o r t  a t

in terna t ional coepera  t ion - a  burden ot effor t  carr ied on a  number  of  shoulders ,

n o t  o n l y  those the developinq  peopl e s  - hc! m a d e  i f  we r e a l l y  wish t o  a d d r e s s  t h e

deht ptohl  em. T h e  conqcauence8  o f  s h a r e d  ircesponsihitity a l s o  n e e d  t o  h e  fairly

di.str  ihuted.

The  enormous  Eoreiqn  debt  accumul.ated  hy the  th i rd  world  vis-&-vi&?  the

industrialised  world  ia another  t ime bomh,  wi th  potent ia l .  repercussions for  both

the  industr  iall.zed  and the  poorer  countr ies . The  qrowth  o f  that  deht ,  a major

obstacle  on our path towards devebpment  , t a  clo.sely  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a r m s  r ace .

Arms purchases abroad hy third-world coun  tr  iag increased during the 19708 and

r e a c h e d  their iApeX at t h e  heqinninq  o f  the lS9Os. D u r i n g  t h e  1 1  yea r s  p r io r  t o

1985,  when the i r  fore iqn deht  amounted to  approximately  $560 hillfon,  the

developinq countries  imported arm.9  amoun  tinq to  approxim3  te ly  $250 hill.  ion . Thei r

arms i m p o r t s  w e r e  thF! eallivalent oE appraximately  40 p e r  c e n t  o f  the add1  tional

debt incurrd Aur inq t.hat pc?r  ir~l ,

Tn the same  p e r  hd, t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  mil.itary expndi  tures i n  t h e  davcl,opod

w o r l d  contributed  t o  a n  incr.e!Asa i n  t h e  debt  a~ a  r e s u l t  o f  qrowinq  i n t e r e s t  rateFI.
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Tn an industr  ial ized country ,  EOC  example, mi l i t a ry  w a a t e  wafi  a  pr imary  factor i n

the  sudden sharp  growth of  the  budgetary  def ic i t . That  he lped in  turn  to  ra ise

i n t e r e s t  r a t e s , which reached unprecedented levels, w i t h  a  suhseauent e f f e c t  on th@

debt.

Unfortunately, t h e  induntrialized  w o r l d  remains  se1 finhly a n d  erroneously

concerned with its own well heinq  and has been atockpilinq devaatnting weapons Of

mans d e s t r u c t i o n  a n d  diacoverinq  new forms o f  destruction. ‘It haR maintained and

e v e n  increaeed  ita ar.senalR, and  hae  c r ea t ed  a  t heo ry  o f  ha1 ante o f  t e r ro r  thrcuqh

w h i c h  home i n t i m i d a t e  othercl. That  has  kept  the  world  mired  in  constant

inaecuci  ty. The qap hatween the  countr  ieo of  the  Nor th  and the  countr  iea of  the

.South  c o n s t i t u t e 8  o n e  o f  t h e  5ource.9  of  infiecurity and  t he r e fo re  o f  wor ld  con f l i c t

and t h e  a r m s  race.

We reca l l  thin becauee  i t  r e f l e c t s  a  pae t  t o  wh ich  we  muat n o t  r e t u r n  a n d  a

p re sen t  wh ich  i s  f o r  many  s t i l l  t oo  unce r t a in  fo r  t h e m  t o  f ee l  satiRfaCtion,

;rlthouqh  we do wiRh t o  r e m a i n  optimi.stir:  about the pasihility  of profound change

in tn tern,3 tional rel,I tions. W e  w a n t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  i dea  o f  mi l i t a ry  supt@fMCy

il.5 an i n s t r u m e n t  OF i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  i s  doomed  t o  fail.ure.

The Dominican dpleqation  welcomed the results of the Paris ConEerence,  which

cc’~uld  n o t  have been c l e a r e r  a.4 r e q a r d s  t h e  u r q e n t  n e e d  f o r  the siqninq  o f  a  treaty

nn tb comp1.o  te el tminn tion of  chemical  and bioloqlcal  weapons ,  wi th  the  purpORe  Of

;Ichipvlrlq a t.otal h;rn o n  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n ,  Rtockpilinq,  t r a d e  o r  u s e ,  a n d  o f

manfITting t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of existing  stockpi1.e~  i n  w h a t e v e r  c o u n t r i e s  p o s s e s s  t h e m .

That is why we have al30 followed with extreme interest  the talkR beinq held

hotween  t h e  hiqhpst  reprenontntives  r,f t h e  Buper-Power8 t o  a r r i v e  a t  conctl?b.e

aqrecment  n o t  o n l y  on a  50 p e r  c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  n u c l e a r  arsena1.R  o f  b o t h

c o u n t r i e s  h u t  a l so  o n  neqotiattlonr  o n  t h e  e rad i ca t i on  and  p r o h i b i t i o n  of t h e



J8/5 A/C.L/44/rV.  1.4
19-20

(Mr. Hernandez, Dominican Republic)

production of chemical and biological weapons. We have a lea followed the uuen tion

of  the  exchange of  ver i f iable  informat ion hetween the  two countriefj  concerning

t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  s t o c k p i l e s .

Aa regards the exchange of information among countriee,  we lietened  with

satisfaction and qreat  in  tereat  to  the  s ta tement  made by Mr .  Akamhi, the

Under-Secretary-General for Diearmament, when he told us that au a follow-up to

General Assembly cafiolution  43/75 I, a group of  governmental expert. .  haa been

eetahliahed to examine the tranftparency  of information concecninq  traneferfi  of

convent ional weapons.

Apart from the importance that our delegation attaches bo the aueation of

tranefers o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  weapona, we bel ieve  that  t ransparent  and honest

informat ion in  a l l  d isarmament-re la ted arean, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  o f

countr  iea, constitutea a primary foundation for  positive results towardo lastinq

and stable peace, If we are witnessing new comnitmenta not to use nuclear weapons,

why does nuclear tea tinq  continue? Our deleqatiqn  14 f i rmly oppoaed to  such testR,

and SupPorta al l  auqqeations  a imed a t  the i r  comple te  prohibi t ion . They serve only

to  mintain global  fear  and concern, not to mention their neqa tive sf fects on the

environment .

I could not conclude without congratulating Mr. Akaflhi  and al.1 the staff of

the Department of Disarmament Affairs for their fruitful work within the programme

for the world disarmament campaign, which has helped to keep us informed on all

disarmament-re la ted mttero. In concl ui3 ion, I should 1 ike to repeat what I have

s a i d  o n  mny occasionsI that  the  theory of  a balance of  terror  aa a source  of

security i s  a  false o n e . Arms cause f e a r ,  n o t  s e c u r i t y . And fear  is  not

recurity. Security ie synonymous with peace, and thus there will  be no peace

without disarmament and development.
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Mr. TADESSE  (Ethiopia) 8 Although you, Mr. Chairman, have made ueveral

appea l s  t o  U S  a l l  t o  ha  coqnizant  o f  t h e  essence o f  r u l e  1 1 0  o f  t h e  rule8 O f

procedure  of  the  General  Assamhly, we cannot  allw this  oppor tuni ty  to  pa88 hy

without conqratula ting  you on your election a8 Chairman of thie dynamic Committee,

Aware a3 we are of  your well-recoqnizad  .lualities an a diplamt and your  exper t ise

in  mat ters  of  war and peace in  qenaral and the  sphere of  disarmament  in  par t icular ,

we have n o  doubt  t h a t  o u r  deliherationn  wi l l  he  mos t  f ru i t fu l . , Let me therefore

aafiure you of the co6pera  tion of the Ethiopian delaga tion in a1.S your sffortfl to

el.eVate the work of this Committee to even higher planes.

The post-Hiroshima period of our era ha8 been marked hy an unprecedented

deqree Of  unce r t a in ty ,  qenaratsd  by  t he  knowledqe  o f  t he  devas t a t i ng  capacities o f

t h e  homh, This uncertainty has heen further exacerbated  aa a result of super-Power

r ivalry, which brought ahout the unwelcome winds of the cold war, Indeed, only a

few years  hafore t h e  Reykjavik  summit  of  t he  l e ade r s  o f  t h e  t w o  leading  Powers ,  it

appeared a~ thouqh  t h e  w o r l d  wae h e a d i n g  i n t o  a  nanqeroun  auaemire. Since then,

t.hp International.  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  h a s  c h a n g e d  f o r  the b e t t e r . I f  t h e

P;t-Rayk jav tk twr iod has  not  u.shcreA  in  a new era  o f  peace  and procrparity  f o r  the

onp w o r l d  w e  i n h a b i t , tt doa8 seem t o  h a v e  l a i d  d o w n  t h e  condi t  iona fo r  the

at.t.‘i inment of this mogt c3esirahl.e  ma].. We are  grat i f ied to  note  tha t  the  improved

hil;lterrll  rel3tinn.s  t>f t h r  t w o  leadinq  Powers  have  heen fnllnwed  hy a  c o n c o m i t a n t

wil i ft7r riiatoqu(a  and rl4tentF  amonq  t h e  mi] itary hlccn,  a9 well as a  snared

d i s p o s i t i o n  to c7nahLe  the flnttpcl  I4~tion.s  tn unleash i t s  trRmsndnIJR  p o t e n t i a l  i n  t h e

fir?l.d of  disarmament  ;3nti pesce-kp0pinq,

We arc ljl:;~ h e a r t e n e d  by nc?w t e n d e n c i e s  tc perceive  the multi f a c e t e d  aspects

of the  maintenance of  in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty , T h e  p a r t i c u l a r  emphaeis

increa:;ingly  bc?tnq  p l a c e d  o n  c o n f i d e n c e - b u i l d i n g  measurea is also an additional
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nource  of  aetlf -arreurnnce for  al l  State8 determined to  contr  fhu to  to  the  global

endeavour to rid our world of the moat lethal weapon of the century. I n  thirr

relrpect  ,  we are par  titularly happy to  note  the  proqrerr  msde in  Rurope in  the  f ie ld

of  convent ional  force8 and conf idence-bui ld lnq . We are  apprecia t ive  of  the

uni la tera l  meaauree taken by the  Soviet  Ihion  to  rhut  down one  weapon-qrade

p l u t o n i u m  p l a n t  i n  1 9 8 7  a n d  i t s  d e c i s i o n  t o  clcee a n  additional  t w o  in 1989 and

1990. In the dame vein, we view favourably the rtatcment8  by President Bush  in his

addrree to  the  Assembly at  the  current  resnion  per ta in ing to  specific  actiona aimed

a t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  h u g e  stockpil.ea  o f  chemica l  weapona  amassed by  t he  two

l ead ing  Powers.

Inafimuch  ae we hear t i ly  welcome these  we i t ive  and t rend-se t t inq  developments

i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s , w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b i l a t e r a l  n e q o t i a t i o n e  O n  strategic

weapon8 between the  leading Powera can he fur ther  extpcdited  long before  the

prevail.inq  momentum is lost. I t  i s  ou r  considered  v iew tha t  any  and  a l l  agreementa

r e a c h e d  i n  thins  moat d e c i s i v e  phase will  40 a  long  way  in  t h e  de -e sca l a t i on  o f  t h e

q l o h a l  acme race . fn thie r e s p e c t , we welcome the var ioua agreements concluded

between Pbreiqn  Miniuter  S h e v a r d n a d z e  a n d  S8cretary Ebker i n  t h e  course  o f  t h e i r

fruitful meeting in Wyoming. We continua to view with pOBi tiVe anticiw  tiOn the

p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  o f  t h e i r  convnitment  t o  brinq t h e  s t r a t eg ic  a rms  neqotiations  t o

t h e i r  l o g i c a l  conclue  i o n .

Per haps one importer, t  sphere  of  disarmament  where  global  coneensun  Reems  to

have emerged in  the  year  which is about  to  e lapse  ir the  uuestion  of the

comprehensive  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  c h e m i c a l  weapcmn. The effor t  of  the  Conference  on

Diearmament t o  c o n c l u d e  itn work  WI t h e  finalization  o f  t h e  l o n q - a w a i t e d  c o n v e n t i o n

ha8 haen c o m p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  Pa r i s  conference  o f  t h e  s i g n a t o r i e s  t o  t h e  Geneva

Protocol of 1925 as well ar the Government-Industry  Conference aqainrrt  Chemical

Weapcm held at Canher  ca September laet, &¶ a  oauntry  w h i c h  haa t a k e n  p a r t  i n
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thene three  forums, Ethiopia  values the complementary nature  of Ruth efforta as

they a r e  b o u n d  t o  m a k e  a  g e n u i n e  mntrihution  t o  the elahoratlon  as  wall. RFI t o  t h e

observance  of’ convent ions aqa inst chemical weapons. we t h e r e f o r e  a p p e a l  t o  t h e

leadinq m i l i t a r y  Powers  t o  p u r s u e  a l l  p o s s i b l e  avenuea  w i t h  a v i e w  t o  stemming a n y

even tua l i t y  o f  v e r t i c a l  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  i n  this mos t  dead ly  sphe re  o f  t he  arms r a c e .

Althouqh we  are  qratiEied by the  commendable  afforts made by the  Conference on

Disarmament to conclude the convention on chemical weapons I we are apprehensive at

t h e  HIP p a c e  of the neqotia  tions o n  nuclear disarmament. The prot rac ted  dehates

o n  t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of  mandatea a n d  thcI o f t e n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  apprcach a d o p t e d  hy

some are matters from which we cannot derive any comfort. We are equally concerned

about the reluctance on the part of some key members of’ the Conference on

Disarmament  to  demonstra te  the  nece!asary  pol i t ica l  wi l l .  to enahla the  M Hoc

Committee on a ter Space to reqis tar some ptaqresa  in an area of human endeavour

t h a t  ha.s clear imp1 ications  f o r  t h e  f a t e  o f  o u r  p l a n e t . That there has been no

proqroas  i n  t h e  v i t a l  a r e a  o f  A  comprehc!nRive  t e s t - h a n  t r e a t y  i n  this, t h e  o n l y

m u l t i l a t e r a l  f o r u m  w h i c h  ensureR  ql.ohal  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  19 a n  Issue w h i c h  c o n t i n u e s

to he of concern to this delc?qn  t  ion, We therefore  rei tera ta our call. for a more

concerted effort  on the part of the Conference on Dinarmament an this important

item o f  ita aqendn.

On sever al txcdn ions, the Ethiopian  ck!l.F!q~tton  has At tempted to  draw

par  titular attention to  the  impor tance  OF the  establ ishment  of  nuclear-weapon-free

80ne.9, a9 w e l l  as p e a c e  zone9, i n  the q l o h a l .  e f fo r t  t o  p r even t  t he  sp read  and

deployment  of  weapons of  mass dest ruct ion  In  area9  l ikely to  ha affected by the

v i r u s  o f  t h e  horrJ11. We remain fi.rm in  our convic t ion  tt;at the  conclusion of

trectiee  s u c h  afi t h e  Treatie.s o f  Tlatelalco  and  Ra ro tonga  w i l l  e n s u r e  t h e  n u c l e a r

~~econtaminetion  of many par ts  of  the  world .
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As a  country  whose gecgraphical  l imi ts  are  in ter twined wi th  those  of  the

E th iop i a  a t t a ches  spec i a l  impor t ance  t o  t he  g loba l  e f fo r t s

aimed at converting the Indian I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  a p a r t

f rom the  concerns  we harbour  per ta in ing to  the  increase  in  the  mil i tary  presence of

Powers, SOme

mar i t ime Pcmers  of  the  Indian Ocean to  engage in  the  cons t ruc t ive  de l ibera t ions

being held  wi th in  the  context  of  the  Ad Hoc Commit tee  on  the  Indian  Ocean. In

spi te  of  the  commendable  degree  of  f lexibi l i ty  demonstra ted hy the littoral and

h in t e r l and  S t a t e s  o f  t he  r eg ion , and the generous offers mede  by the Government of

Sri  Lanka ad regarda the  convening of  the  Colombo  conference  in  the  course  of  the

coming year, the pal i tical will  on the part  of some members has been found

wanting. Indeed, recent  pronouncements  made at  the  1989 meet ing of  the  Ad Hoc

Committee have been extremely disturhinq. Since the  host  country  has already qiven

ea r ly  i nd i ca t i ons  o f  t he  spec i f i c  da t e s  fo r  thifi l ong -awa i t ed  con fe rence ,  we  appea l

to  a l l  extra-regional  mari t ime Powers t o  a c c e d e  t o  t h e  w i s h  o f  t h e  l i t t o r a l  a n d

h i n t e r l a n d  S t a t e s  t o  mnvert  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  r e g i o n  i n t o  a  zone o f  peace .

Ikcades h a v e  e l a p s e d  s i n c e  t h e  bclaration  o n  t h e  Denuclearization  of  Afr ica

was adopted. None the  less , the  acsuiaitton  of  nuclear  capability  by South Africa

con tinuee  to undermine i t.s implemen ta t ion. I f  t he  r e cen t  r eve l a t i on  conce r n ing  t he

i l l ega l  t r ans f e r  o f  B lowp ipe  mi s s i l e s , manufactured by Short  Brothers  of  Belfas t ,

into the hands of an agent of the South African Armaments Corporation is an

i n d i c a t i o n , t h e  i l l e g a l  rdgime  seems hcnt  o n  e n h a n c i n g  the n u c l e a r  capabilities  o f

that Sta te , In  drawing the  a t tent ion of  the  in ternat ional  communi ty  to  such

occurenceer we  appea l  to all major  nuclear  Powers  Rusceptihle  t o  i n f i l t r a t i on  hy

South Afr ican agents  to  ensure  the  scrupulous  observance  of the  arms embargo

aga in s t  t he  apa r the id  regime,
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As I indicated in opening , the Ethiopian delegation is heartened W the

i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e .  None  t h e  l e s s ,  it h e l i e v e s

tha t  the  basis of  in ternat ional  concord  must  he  much hraader than has  been a t ta ined

thus far. Temporary arrangements which fail systematically to neqate the premise

of  mili  tacy doct r ines  based on worst -case  scenar ios  wi l l  not  help  r id  Our  Planet  of

the scourge of nuclear war. Temporary schemes which exclude the hulk of humanity

may not last very long. Treat ies  moulded to  ref lect  the  real i ty  of  a  few may not

e l i c i t  t h e  cc-peration  of  m a n y . Especial ly  in  mat ters  of  war and peace as  wel l  as

of disarmament and development, t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  S t a t e s  ia auintwwential  l

Af te r  a l l ,  t he  f a t e  o f  t he  p l ane t  c a n n o t  h e  l e f t  t o  t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  of  a  f ew S ta te s ,

no matter how we1 l-intentioned they may he perceived to be.

For  th is  very  reason,  we have advocated that  the  United Nat ions he

s t rengthened,  wi th  a  v iew to  enahl inq  i t  to  meet  the  exigencies  and dic ta tes  of  the

time. The las t  few years  have revealed that  the  United Nat ions  can realize i t s

p o t e n t i a l  i n  s o  f a r  a s  i t s  m e m h e t s  a l l o w  i t  t o  d o  so. I t  c a n  a t t a i n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e 4

s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  C h a r t e r , inasmuch as we mntinue  to  demonst ra te  the  pol i t ica l  wi l l

t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  eEficacy  o f  i t s  mu l t i l a t e r a l  f o rums . I t  would be a travesty

o f  j u s t i c e  t o  s u b j e c t  t h e  realisation  o f  t he  l o f ty  ob j ec t i ve s  o f  t he  Cha r t e r  o f  t h e

United Nat ions  to  the  very of ten narrow interes ts  of  a  few. As our Organ iaa tion

has been conceived to  serve  the  in terests  of  humani ty ,  we should collectively

s t r i v e  t o  m a k e  i t  t h e  t r u l y  universal house o f  p e a c e  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  t h a t  i t  i s

meant to he.

On our  par t ,  we under take  to  obntribute  our  share  tc the  s t renqtheninq of  the

United Nations and to its enhanced role in matters of disarmament and peace-keeping.

M r s .  FLARE% PRIDA (Cuba) ( i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f r o m  S p a n i s h )  t- - - - I  w i s h  f i r s t ,

Sir,  to extend to vou and to the Vice-Chairmen and the Rapporteur the

conqratulations  of the  Cuhan delegat ion  on your  elec t ion  to  your  impor tant  pos ts  a t
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the head of our Committee. We are  convinced that  you wil l  he  able to  lead  Out work

to a successful conclusion, We assure you of our deleqatian’s  readiness to

co-operate wi th you to that end.

AC: we  a s se s s  t he  unfoldinq  e v e n t s  and  chanqes i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n

s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Ck?neral  Aasemhl.y, as they relate to the items before

us, we cannot douht that there has bean a steady devel.opment of the process of

dialoque between the two major nuclear Powers, r e f l e c t i ng  t he  qrowinq s e n s e  o f

responsibility  t h a t  s h o u l d  h e  s h o w n  hy t h e  t w o  S t a t e s  w i t h  the larqest  a r sena l s  o f

nuclear weapons, the militarily mast important States and those with the ma jot’ role

in the military alliances to which they belong.

Cuba i s  arnonq  those  Sta tes  tha t  welcomed the  Treaty  on the  El iminat ion of

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missil.es - INF Treaty. Although the numbers

concerned were small, the aqreement was siqnificant  as a pioneerinq  effort. Its

implementation has made it possible to tleqin  to destroy such instruments of mass

annihilation, which were thrwteninq  the Ruropean  peop'l.es, whose public Opinion and

progressive forces fouqht IO~Q and hard and undoubtedly  contr ihuted tn the raachinq

of that agreement.

New pssihiltties have onclned  u p  o n  t h e  continent  w i t h  t h e  larqest

concentration of weapcns:. T h u s  the process o f  s e c u r i t y  and cooperation  in E u r o p e

is Mkinq proqress, w+ i l e  neaotiatiqns  o n  clonventional  w e a p o n 3  Are heqinninq  in the

new farijm  in Vienna.

Like many Other countries, we had hoped that the spirit of nesotiations  that

led to the adopt ion of the INF Treaty would ma inta in its momentum  and thus 1 eat? tc)

a drastic reduction in the strateqic missiles Of the two countries  concerned. We

reiterate our hope that such an aqeeement will be reached as soon as possible and

that i t  will  he expanded in other negotiations and aqreements in such a way
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as to eliminate all nuclear weapons. The Committee will certainly be making Such

an appeal, and our delegation will support it.

Our delegation shares the view of others that bilateral. and multilateral

nerotiations complement each other. Therefore, as an active member of the

multilateral negotiating body, the Conference On Disarmament, it should express its

total disapproval of the behaviour of one of the parties to the bilateral exercise,

which, with the support of its allies, has preve;!ted  the establishment of

subsidiary bodies that ?hould begin work to negotiate measures Or agreements on

nuclear issues, such as the suspension of testing an end to the nuclear-arms race

and the prevention of nuclear war, which the international community and the

Movement of Non-Aliqned Countries have been demanding for many years, since they

concern the destiny oE all mankind.

What is there to fear if the destruction of interm&Late-range  and short-range

nuclear missiles has been negotiated and implemented; if work is being done on a

drastic reduction of strategic weapons; if there are step-by-step negotiations on

the suspension of nuclear tests; if there is agreement on the establishment Of

centres to reduce the risk of nuclear war; if it is contended that a nuclear war

could never be won and therefore should never he fouqht; and if the Soviet Union iS

completely ready to negotiate the complete elimination of nuclear weapons? We nave

to ask what fear prevents anyone from wishing to share in the desire of the great

majority and showinq the necessary polikical will to negotiate concrete disarmament

measures.

W e  m u s t  r e a f f i r m  t h e  pr incip1.e t h a t  wo c a n n o t  d i s r e g a r d  ‘the f a t e  o f  t h e

nillions  and mill ions of human beings b+longinq to our underdeveloped and third

,:orld countries, where we should negotiate away the huge arsenals of powerful,

unpleasant  -weapons oE mass destruction that we possess in the form of hunger,
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poverty, disease, malnutrition, illiteracy, the foreign debt and the many other

ills that afflict us. That is why we have been insisting that the resources

released by disarmament measures should he directed to meet the economic and social

development needs of the peoples, and particularly the people? of the developing

countries.

We hope that the necessary political realism will he shown in multilateral

forums, where it is in evidence on many other issues.

The Cuhan people cherishes and wants peace , a universal peace of benefit t)

all peoples and extending to all regions. Like other countries, we need peace so

that we may devote all our efforts and resources to the epic battle for development.

l&tente is not merely a matter between the big Powers; it must be Universal.

We cannot see how our independent, sovereign, non-aligned countries can continue to

be subject to acts of aggression, threats and interference in their internal

affairs while agreements of global importance are being reached and the will is

being expressed to Contribute to the solution of so-called regional conflicts. We

aSsett  our right to benefit from this climate. titente is and must be a single

concept, without a double meaning.

If the United States really wants to work towards de'tente and for disarmament

and peace, why does it maintain a naval base on Cuhan territory, against the will

of our people and Government? Why is it hardening the criminal economic blockade

which it has kept up for almost three decades? Why does it send air force units to

conduct exercises for massive air strikes against our country, as it did on

20 May? why has it set up a television station whose broadcasts are directed

against Cuba, in flagrant violation not only of the principles of mutual respect

and the sovereignty of peoples, but also of international teleccmmunications

agreements and conventions?
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Ona of t h e  m o a t  promiainq erea8 - perhaps the only ptomiainq one in the field

of multilateral disarmament  afP0rt.s  - ia that of chemical weapons and the

po~~ihilitv of  achievinq a  convent ion on that  type  of weapon. Our del.e qa t Ion

reqrcts t h a t .  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  e!ffortR  m a d e  hy the Ad H o c  Ccmnittee o f  the Conference

on nifldrmament , u n d e r  t h e  1eaderRhip o f  Amhaawtdor M o r e l  o f  F r a n c e ,  t h e  infl.uenco

of t h e  Witical reAul t4 o f  the m e e t i n q  h e l d  i n  F r a n c e  e a r l y  t h i s  year ha.q  not heen

f e l t ,  a n d  t h a t  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  n o t  m u c h  proqress was made a t  Ckmeva.

The recent  Crrnbarra  maet inq and the  exchonqsg carr ied  on there ,  toqether  with

the onyoinq hilateral  negotiating proceaa hetween the USSR and the United State9

ancl nqrsements  a l r e a d y  r e a c h e d , .qhould make it poa.sibla to see the adoption of a

convent ion in  1990. It woul.d  he a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  the F i r s t  Commtttac?  t o  urqe the

ConferencP  on Disarmament  to COW’~U~P itR war k, and to that end t.hr? neqotiatinq

hrbcly Rhould isAu(! a d r a f t i n g  manrlate. Our  delaq,3tion  will continuP to  par t ic ipate

actively  in the work OF the M Hoc: Committee,II- avan i f  I t  s h o u l d  h e  decided t o  hold

a special .scsgion or an onqoiny se>s.sion  of the Committee next. year.

A:I wr! hatre said, WI? support  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  A  c o n v e n t i o n  hanninq the

fbvelnpment, product ion, :qtockpillng find  use OS ,311 chemlcnl w e a p o n s ,  includinq

bln.nry wr?apons,  a n d  provi[3inq  f(.)r the d@structil>n  OF int?tnIlation,s  w h e r e  such

w~,~pon:: are proc~lucod. At  the n a m e  tinu!  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  nhould n o t  cont;Iin dny

T h e r e  in annt.hc!r principle here t h a t  t h e  internattonal ccmmrjnity munt.

saP+quard 1’1 t h e  noqotiations  snd In t h e  f i n a l  eqr@ementg,  namely, th,?t w h e n

c9n.s  irip r lrrq d-i sarmamen  t 3q AIICII , its l i n k  wit% d e v e l o p m e n t  m u s t  n o t  h e  averlookedc

It: munt r.lther he prormte3.
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The Committee rhould promtr the idea that in conrider  ing the link hotwean

dirarmamant and dsvrlopnent the partlea to the negotiation8 on dl@acmament

measurco, whether multilateral,  regional or hilateral, rhould hear that auemtion  in

mind and adopt ¶peciCic  provieionn  80 that the reaourcea released from the militnry

field are allocated to the economic and racial development of the peoplor  who*0

COWtrieS are parties to the agreement and of the people8  of developing countrier.

We do not want to conclude our statement without referring to an area that haa

become very important to our work, the  area  of  convent ional  d i rarmament . The

application of advancm in rcienco  and technolow  to conventional weaponry Mean8

that the line between nuclear and conventional weapon6 ia becoming incrrasinqly

blurred. We are aga inrt the ouali ta tivQ and quantita tivs improvement in

conventional weapons and the creation of new generationa of weaponn and weapon8

ayatemm,  Ruth ae the no-called @mart bomb* , which would give a new imprtun to the

armn race.

The  nUc’leat Power8 and the members of the military all iancer  bear pcfmcrry

responnihility  f o r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  c o n v e n t i o n a l  dirrarmament. In the view of our

delegation conventional disarmament ahould he viewed ~8 a Bet of international,

disarmament efforta and therefore, without failing to take into account the

prioritise Bet in the Final  Document of the first apecisl  aesaion of tho General.

ARnembly  devoted to disarmament in 1978, we m:iat connider  conventional dinarmament

together  with the progresr made in nxlaar  dirarmament. We he1  ieve that If we laok

at the situation on a global ecale conventional disarmament will assume an enormous

significance  i f  al l  the re8ourcea  ured to  commit  act8 o f  aggrerrrion  and threats

aga are Convent ion al dicrrr mamsn t 

wnridered without taking military baser on foreign territory that

a r e  a c t u a l l y  vcrrt arrrnalfi  of conventional  weaponr f o r  ofeeneive  purpoeen.
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AR was p o i n t e d  o u t  h y  the ticndn  of Statto  o r  Ckwernment  o f  t h e  non-aliqned

cWuntric?R  i n  t h e  F i n a l  Dt%claration  a d o p t e d  a t  thatr mestinq  at Relqradrr l&nt

Sptemher  I

“The  CesRatian  o f  all acta o f  nqqrension aqainnt  t h e  non-al.iqnsd  countrien,

strict ohfiervnnce  oE t h a  principlerr  o f  n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l

,7ffairn of statan, t h e  non-une  o f  f o r c e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e

psbceful  aattlement o f  diaputeR,  self-determinaI;ion,  aelf-defence  a n d  t h e

~1 tmlslation  of all  economic and pal itical preneure  against the non-al igned

c o u n t r i e s  will m a k e  i t  ponsihls t a r  a l l  of t h e m  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  t o

t.he  proc!eaFl  o f  difiarmament.  ”

Wtt.h reFlpect t o  intornatinnel  weapona  tranqfere, i t  in c l e a r  t h a t  beCaUfie  o f

i  tA mtiqnt  tude t h a  Rub jact in qlohnl  i n  n a t u r e ,  n o t  l o c a l  o r  reqianbl  . I n  t h e  field

nf convent.ional weapona t h e  producera, who arm qenerally  alno those who porea~r the

mog t. wnapong  , barer a gpc:  ial rnapona ihi1.i ty .

(In the hfiRi.9  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  t h a t  intarnfitional army trannf!ere  a r e  not t h e

P,~IIW of conflictn and that therefore controL.linq  euch tranmferR will  not work to

~)lve such conPL  1ct4,  w e  mu.st.  t a c k l e  t h e  iR8ue w i t h  strict rePrpect f o r  t h e

!rnvare tqnty of Sta tn,q, avotdance o f  t h e  thrmt  o r  use o f  f o r c e ,  a n d  t h e  riqht o f

!it;\ ten tn rie fend themael  ven nqa inrr t aqqcesn  ion,

Ibar lnll in mind the inal lanable riqht of peoplea  Rub ject to colOniS or

I’orr?iqn  domi.natinn t o  fleLEdetermination  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  the ohliqation  o f

SL1to.s  t o  rp,spect t h a t  r i q h t  i n  accordance  with the U n i t e d  Nationa Cllarter,  w e

Iy,lnnnot:  (lL.Sreqard  the provisionR  o f  paraqraph  1 2  o f  t h e  Final  bcument,  which npeakr

l>II the dangr?rn  of the transfer o f  n u c l e a r  a n d  c o n v e n t i o n a l  weapons a n d

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  raciest rdgimea,
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Mr. KPMU (Pakistan)  I I n  loininq  o t h e r  d e l e q a t i a n e  i n  extendinq

frlicita’tions  t o  y o u ,  Sir, on your election aa Chairman of the First Committee

b e f o r e  y o u r  a s s u m p t i o n  o f  e v e n  mace i m p o r t a n t  frrnctiana,  I should  like t o  a s s u r e

YOU  I on hehal f of my delegation, o f  o u r  f u l l  cooperation  I n  t h e  dircharqe  Of Your

important  duties.

We are meet ing today aqainflt  the  hackdrop  of  clome aiqnificant  developments  on

t h e  intetna tional ataqe. The confrontational nature oE the relationahhp  Of the

paat hetween the  Fast and the  Weat ban heen replaced by  a  rrpirit  of diaLoque  and

understanding. T h e  conclusion  oE t h e  Trea ty  o n  t h e  E l i m i n a t i o n  of

Intermedirrte-Ranqe  and Shorter-Range Mia~ile~ and the continuinq  dinarmament

neqo tin t ions he twean the two ma jar nlrcl.  m r Power fi have impraved  the in terna t ional

Climate and provided room for renewed optimlRm  in the future. Tho3e porr i tive

t r e n d 3  a r e  3100 r e f l e c t e d  i n  ciome proqraRR towarda  t h e  lnettlement  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f

regionnl  ccnfl ict3.

The spectre of a nuclan  r holccaua  t never the1 es8 continuen  t.0 hanq over US,

Mankind’s survival continues to depend  upon r1 fraqile balance of: terror. It 1R

t h e r e f o r e  imprative  t h a t  t h e  t w o  super-PrrwerR  3hould  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  c u r r e n t

ir n u c l e a r  arRenal8,  leadinq  ultimately  tonegotiations  for major reduc:tiona  in the

the total r?liminatir,n  of nuclerrr weapna

The nuclear - test  han,  which  continu

and their ciel.ivery  RyAtf?rm!.

ee t o  occupv  t h e  ten tral polsl t  t o n  o n  the

disarmament aqenda, has heen o n e  o f  the most Rolxjht-after  arms-control  mannures fnr

over 30 year8 now, For many years the United Nq tionn C&ner3l.  Aafiembly ha,s

recommended the urqont  need for a comprehsngive  teat-ban treaty. RccVrettahly  ,

thoae curl In have not bd the desired ef fact. We f e e l  that the maximum henQttt.

Rhould he d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  po~ttivr?  tlrrn in th,! relntinnahip  hetwebn the
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ruper-Powerr in order to evolve nn agreement banning all forma of terting of

nuclesr weapon8 for all time. It in with that in mind that my Government hair lent

its nuppoct to the initiative to convert the partial tent-han Trerrty into a

comprehenriva  t e a t - b a n  t r e a t y . The renponne of the 8?uclerr-werpon  State8 would he

a litmw teat of their intentionr.
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The Government of Pakistan has time and again reaffirmed, at the highest

1 eve1 , its commitment to nuclear non-pro1 iferation. That commitment has been

repeatedly demonstrated through initiatives that we have taken, at both the global

and the regional levels, aimed at preventing the spread of nuclear weapons. Our

strong support for the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in various parts

of the world is well known. The creation of such a zone in South Asia remains one

of the corner-stones of our foreign policy. This year again, as in previous years,

Pakistan will submit a draft resolution on the subject along the lines of the

resolution adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-third session. We hope

that the draft resolution will receive the same widespread support as it has

received in the past.

In addition to our initiative for a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia, we

have made other concrete proposals for strengthening the non-proliferation regime

in the region. Our agreement with India not to attack each other’s nuclear

facilities is a small but significant confidence-building measure which, we hope,

will lead to other steps of a similar nature in the future. It is our firm belief

that the poor masses of South FS ia, who represent one-fifth of the human race,

cannot afford to waste their limited and precious  resources in pursuing the luxury

of .a futile nuclear race. For that r .!ason we will continue to persevere in

initiatives to keep our region free from nuclear weapons, and will remain ready to

convert the existing unilateral declarations into treaty obligations. We remain

ready to accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

simultaneously with India; to accept the International Atomic mergy Agency

safeguards on our nuclear programme simultaneously with India; to conclude a

hilateral agreement with Imdia for the mutua?. inspection of each other’s nuclear

facilities; to make a joint declaration witr\ India renouncing nuclear weapons; and
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We are raady to accept any equitable and non-discriminatory agreement I with

effective verification arrangements, that would commit tha countries of the region,

in a laqally  binding manner, not to acquire or produce nuclear weaponR. Conecioun

of the important role that the United Nation8  ha8 to play in the niearmament  field,

we have also proposed that, in order to explore the possibilities  of such an

agreement, a conference on nuclear non-proliferation in Sauth Ania he convened

under  the  auspice8  of  the  Uni ted  Nationa with  the  par t ic ipat ion of  the  reqional  and

o t h e r  interested  Statea.

The  non-nuclear-weapon Staten have long nought auaurancea against the use or

threat of uue  of nuclear weaponA. Pakistan has been in the forefront of thme

demanding such assurances, OR WC, he1 ieve t h a t  a n y  S t a t e  t h a t  forqoes t h e  n u c l e a r

option  hae t h e  riqht t o  r e c e i v e  security  aH8urancBs Prom the nuclear-weapon

St.a tea. Those  aflsurances would also serve the non-prolieeration  objective hy

providing ,I sense  of  secur i ty  to the  non-nuclear-weapon Sta tes  and obvia t ing the

nertd f o r  t h e m  t o  s e e k  nuc l ea r  weapona. However ,  proqreas  en that  issue has  been

qtnlled for SOIW years, and  we h a v e  n o t  b e e n  able ti move  fo rward  a f t e r  r each ing  a

a:lJn.sensuR  on the common-formula approach. We feel that the deadlock could he

broken  If the  concerned nuclear -weapon StiateR were t o  r e v i e w  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  arid

Formulate,  revl!rr?d  p o s i t i o n s  no a~ t o  rr?,rponcl  p o s i t i v e l y  tn t h e  leqi tima te c o n c e r n s

nf the non-nuclear-weapon StA tf+!J.

M y  fI@leqation has b e e n  suhmittinq  R drrrfi: r e s o l u t i o n  o n  t h a t  wubjact  e v e r y

YP3Y. Last y e a r  o u r  ra8olution  r e c e i v e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  well-niqh  t h e  t o t a l i t y  O f

the Staten Members of the United Nations. Wa i n t e n d  t o  auhml t  a draft r e s o l u t i o n

thin yt?ar  as well, and  h o p e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  u n a n i m o u s  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  F i r s t

;lammittee  and  In t h e  C&?neral  Assembly .
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In January this  year,  149 Sta tes  meet ing in  Pat  i s  forqed an !meqUiVOCal

commitment to conclude, aa aoot~ aa possible, a convention on the prohibition of the

development, product ion, 9 tockpil ing and use of chemical weapons. The Paris

Declarat ion, the suhaeouent redoubled momentum of work in the Conference on

Dinarmament, and the  suppor t  for  tha t  commitment  in  Canberra  recent ly  I are

man i f e s t a t i ons  o f  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  international  community t o  e l i m i n a t e  a n

entire category of weapons of mass destruction from its military arsenals.

We in Pakistan ace committed to the achievement of that objective, Fo r  t ha t

reason we attach gtea t importance to the negotiations under way in the Conference

on Disarmament aimed at the conclusion of a universal convention banning chemical

weapons. While we favour the :videRt  consultations to plug all possible loopholes

and to  make  the  convent ion  foolproof ,  we  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  ex i s t i ng

in tergovernmen ta1 negotie  ting process is the only viable  means of  achieving our

objective, and  t ha t  ?o n e w  n e g o t i a t i n g  p a r t n e r s  n e e d  t o  h e  i n j e c t e d  i n t o  t h a t

process. There shou1.d  he no attempt. to delay or postpone the adoption,

rstification  and coming into force of a mmprehensive  chemical weapons  convention,

n o r  Rhould  the re  he  any  e f fo r t , pending the adoptiun  of the convention, to ctsa te a

n o n - p r o l i f e r a t i o n  re’qime, embargoes  on the  t ransfer  of  technology or  chemicals ,  or

a n y  o t h e r  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  o r  r e s t r i c t i v e  reqimes  sqainst t h e  developinq  countries.

Such efforts, f9r from achievinq  a world free from chemical weapons, would detract

from the objective and would tend to perpe tua te the present ineaui  table and

unacceptable  s i tua t ion .

The  COnventiOn must provide  for  the  free t ransfer  of  technology and must

contain specific provisions for protection and ass.si$tanccr  in the case of the UBC? >r

threat of use of chemical weapne. A n y  s t t a m p t  tr? marqinalize  o r  iqnote  the
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concerns  of  the  vast  major i ty  of  the  developing countr ies  would  not  only be

unworthy of  the  democrat ic  ideals  to  which we a l l  subscr ibe ,  but  could  also

jeopardise  the  chances  of  a  convent ion, the success of which will  depend largely on

universal  adherence,

The negotiations on a chemical weapons convention in Geneva are at a delicate

stage. While it  has been possible to reach agreement on a number of issues, some

areas of disagreement remain. Those  wi l l  obviously  he  the  focus  of  fur ther

n e g o t i a t i o n s . We  f ee l  t ha t  wha t  i s  needed  fo r  t he  ea r ly  f i na l i s a t i on  o f  t he

COnVentiOn  i s  s o m e  f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  a g r e a t e r  political  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  w i l l  o n  t h e

pa r t  o f  ce r t a in  S t a t e s . What is not needed is any sidetracking towards partial  Or

inter im or  discr iminatory measures , o r  any  r e t rog re s s ive  de f in i t i on  of  t h e  s c o p e  o f

the convent ion. Those  can only  dera i l  the  negot ia t ions  and delay  i t s  conclus ion.

We are  convinced that ,  wi th  the  concer ted  and sus ta ined effor t  o f  all par t ic ipants

i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s , t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  c a n  b e  f i n a l i s e d  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .

Simultaneously with the moves tbwards chemical and nuclear disarmament, there

is a need to pursue conventional disarmament measures, par  titularly at  the  regional

1. eve1  . The removal  of  tens ions  and the  e l iminat ion of  conf l ic ts  f rom var ious

r eg ions  o f  t he  wor ld  a r e  v i t a l  e l emen t s  i n  t he  s ea r ch  fo r  i n t e rna t i ona l  s ecu r i t y ,

e lements  which require  a  c lear  commitment  on the  par t  of  d i f ferent  par t ies ,  and

par titularly  the mil itar ily more powerful Sta tes, that  they would  address  the  root

causes  of  unresolved regional  and ter r i tor ia l  d isputes  wi thout  a t tempt ing to  shove

them under the carpet of oblivion.

‘In many regions, the  a rms  r ace  i s  spa rked  o f f  . hy  the  e f fo r t s  o f  t he  mi l i t a r i l y

more powerful  Sta tes  to  obta in  a  position of  unchal lenged super ior i ty . T h a t  i s



JB/g A/C. 1/44/PV.  12
40

(Mr. Ksmal, Pak ietan)

usual ly  coupled wi th  o h is tory  of  pas t  tens  ions , which are  largely  responsible  and

tr igger  the  impulse  for  high mil i tary  spending in  a qiven region, That  only  fuel8

t ens ions  fu r t he r , d r aws  the  S t a t e s  o f  t he  reqicn  i n t o  a  v i c i o u s  c i r c l e  of

eve r - inc reas ing  l eve l s  o f  fo rces , armamen  ta a*rd diminifthed  security , and increases

t h e  chancea o f  c o n f l i c t . S t a  t ea  t ha t  a r e  in  a  mi l i t a r i l y  p r eponde ran t  pceiticn i n

a  pa r t i cu l a r  r eg ion  t he r e fo r e  bea r  a  spec i a l  r e spons ib i l i t y  t o  p romote  and  i n i t i a t e

arms l imi ta t ions  and reduct ions .
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It is our belief that the foundations of global Peace and security can be

further strengthened if the countries in the various regions of the world undertake

to formalize their commitment to end the arms race and to promote their Own

security at the’lawest  possible level of armaments through solemn regional pledges,

commitments and arrangements. Measures to create a regional balance could include

renunciation of Certain types of advanced weapons, agreed ceilings on armed forces,

elimination of the capability to launch surprise attacks and geographical

restrictions on the deployment of armed forces. In addition, every effort should

be made to ensure that people can decide their own future without the presence of

foreign forces. We are happy to note that during the Past twelve months,

significant progress has been made in this respect, and that foreign troops have

either been withdrawn from some areas of conflict and tension or agreement has been

reached for their eventual withdrawal. It is our view that the strict pursuit of

the policies of non-interference and non-intervention at the regional level would

play an important role in the creation of a clirrmte of mutual trust and confidence,

which is an important prereauisite for progress towards disarmament.

The problem of the arms race on Earth is compounded by the new threat of the

militarization  of outer spacn. The danger of deployment of weapons hased in space

or directed against objects in space or on Earth cannot be underestimated. The

emerging Possibilities for militarv use of outer space as a result of scientific

and technological advances lead to the inevitable conclusion that the present Legal

re'gime will not suffice to meet the challenge of preventing an arms race in outer

s,pace. It is important to strengthen the existing legal norms and to supplement

them with new rules, so that outer space is reserved exclusively for peaceful

purposes. In this context, greater transparency in the activities of the space

Powers would serve as .an important conficknce-building measure. The use of

space-based remote-sensin? and surveillance technicuea today offers a unicrue
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opportunity Eor disarmament aqreements. This capability has to date remained in

the exclusive possession of a few technologically advanced States. We be'lieve  that

these techniaues should be made available to all States on an equal and

non-discriminatory basis through an appropriate international institution.

The escalation in the naval arms and armaments of some States, in both

uuantity and quantity, beyond the legitimate reauitements of coastal defence has

caused smaller States to feel extremely insecure and threatened. The expansion and

modernisation of naval forces, cotiined  with the increased sophistication of

sea-based weapons systems, the deployment at sea of nuclear weapons, both strateqic

and tactical, and the introduction of nuclear-powered submarines in different

regions of the world, have given an alarming capability  to the navies of a few

States, Consequently, the security of small- and medium-sized coastal States is

now threatened from the sea on an unprecedented scale. The auestion  of naval

disarmament and the imposition of restrictions on the mi.Litary  uses of the hiqh

seas therefore deserves to be addressed urgently.

Adequate verification procedures are vital to the implementation of

disarmament agreements: effective measures to verify compliance, deter violations

and create a climate of confidence. We welcome the qrowinq acceptance of on-site

inspection and other methods of verltication. Advances in science and technology

have greatly improved the ability to monitor compliance. These techniaues, which

are at present possessed by a few countries only, should he made available  to a11

States on the basis of equality  and universality. Pakistan therefore supports the

establishment of a universally applicable verification system under the auspices oF

the United Nations, in order t o  e n a h l e  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  t o  veriFy

compliance with disarmament aqreements. Verification is not an end in itselE,  of

course. It is eaually important for the internatiOnaL  community to have at its
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disposal effective means to take concerted action to enforce compliance in case it

is established through verification that a violation of an agreed disarmament

measure has taken place.

The organic relationship between disarmament and development has heen clearly

established and recognised by the United Nations. The recommendations adopted at

the International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and

Development have unfortunately not been implemented. It is indeed a sad commentary

on the human race that more money is spent on arms and armaments in a single year

thar the entire accumulated international deht of the developing world. The

majority of the world's population lives below the subsistence level and is beset

with hunger, disease and economic deprivation. We must strive, while we can, to

better the lot of humankind. It is towards this problem that our energies and

available resources should be channelled, and it is against this objective that our

wars should be waged.

The meeting rose at 4.40 p.m.


