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The meeting was called to order at 3.20 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 71, 72 and 73 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE, CONS IDERAT ION OF AM) ACTION ON DRAF: RESOLUT IONS ON INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY ITEMS

Mr. KIBIDI (Zaire) (interpretation from Prench)s As +his valuable debate
cn the implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International
Security comes to an end, | shall no doubt be allowed to share the views of my
delegation, and hence of the African 6roup, on behalf of which my country has the
honour to speak during November, with previous speakers.

International co-operation and security are today the two major political
issues in international affairs. On both sides - that is, in both East and West -
exchanges of opinion on them are taking place. But the world is not limited to the
ma jor Powers, the nuclear coun tr ies, the wealthy countr iee. The world is today a
S ingle entity , including the th ird-wor 14 coun tr ies, with their concerns about
peace, economic and social development, the dignity of the human person and the
des ire for self -de ternrina tion.

A regional or sub-regional confl ict anywhere in the world, no matter how
remote, concerns the United Nations, f¢r such a conflict can always spread and
threaten international peace and secur ity.

More than 43 years have passed since the United Nations was created, in order
to maintain international peace and security for future generations. The world had
just emergeda from the Second wor 1d war , the most deadly war mankind had ever known,
a war resulting from the barbaric policies of the Axis Powers, taking the form of
scorn for the fundamental principles of international law, especially the principle
of respect for the sovereignty of States, the equality of States, political

independence, the terr i tor ial integrity of States and respect for human
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rights and fundamental freedoms. The United Nations Charter restored those
ooncepts, and all Member Statss are supposed {0 respect them sorupulously.

However, the evolution of the port-war world was characterized by a @ erh of
regional armed confl iots. BStates, particularly those that play a major role in
world affairs, wer-armed themselves in order better to maintain their security
through nuclear detezrence. The major Powers arrogabd to themselves the right to
intervene in the internal affairs of other countries, whether t0 consolidate
certain dictatorships which furthered their interests or to spread their
{deological influence, thus trampling underfoot some of the principles set forth in
the Charter. On the positive side, there was the decolonization of African, Asian,
Pacific and Caribbean countries.

Military alliances then emerged with the purpose of defending ideological,
political, strategic, economic Or financial interests, with weapons placed on land,
in the seas and oceans, Iin the ar and even in outer space.

Muclear weapons became very sophisticated and achieved terrifying levels of
mass destruction., Conventional weapons were developed in an unprecedented way, to
such an ex:ent that they have become as lethal as nuclear weapons. Alongside
nuclear and conventional weapons were developed chemical and biological weapons,
ured in cold blood to inflict terrible 1Losses Oon the enemy, with no distinction
between military and civilian ob jectives .

Here we welcome France's initiative in convening in Par iS next January an
international conference on chemical weapons, which should result - at least, we
nwope it will - in the adoption of concrete measures to enrure respect for the
Geneva Protocol of 1925 on chemical weapons.

The picture is alarming, almost apocalyptic. However , there are reasons for

hope; we welcome the new political climate in internaticnal relations, particularly
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between the twO super~-Powers. My dalegation welcomes the agreument reached laet
year between the Soviet Union and the united States on the eliminatior, of their
intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles, which should be followed by a
SO per cent reduction in strategic weapons.

Burops, where there are considerabie armed forces, has moved towards g
dialogue between the two bloes into which it is divided - the communist bloc and
the capitalist bloe - through the Helsinki Conference and the Stockholm Conference,
which have oontr ibuted to reducing political tension in that important region of
the world and to promoting confidence-building, reourity and disarmament measures
which have ocontr ibuted positively tO strengthening co-operation and atability in
Europe.

Also in a regional context, my delegation welcomss the efforts made by the
five Presidents of Central America in the multilateral framework. The signing of
the Esqipulas Il agreement will obviously help to reduce tension in Central
America, which should lead to an era of peace and co-operation in that region. My
delegation also welcomes the resolution of certain regional conflicts, such as the
Afghanistan conflict and the Iran-Iraq war, and we appreciate the efforts made in
the quadripartite negotiations on Angola end the progreer in implementing Security
Council resolution 435 (1978) on Namibia's independence. My delegation also hopes
that the dynamic for peace will bring about great changes in other region8
exper iencing explosive situations, such as the Middle East and Kampuchea.

The non-aligned countries are producing many ideas for peace and progress in
response to the challenger of today 's world, & ing so within the framework of
respect for the sovereignty of states, international co-operation and respect for

the right to self-determination of peoples and human daignity. It is appropr late

here to pay tribute to the memory of all the valiant sons of the third world who
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have made an immortal contribution to the history of thr Non-Aligned Movement,

which has evolved in a remarkable manner and which has a groat infiuence on major
international problems.

Recalling thr political context in which this debate on Guestions of
international peace and reourity is taking place leads ms to agenda items 71,

72 and 73 at this forty-third session of the General mssambly, items rpeoifically
devoted rxaotly to that subject.

I wirh to begin with tha question of strengthming security and co-operation
in the Mediterranean region. My delegation endorses the conclusions reached py the
Foreign Ministers Of the Mediterranean members Of the Non-Aligned Movement, meeting
in Brioni, Yugoslavia on 3 and 4 June 1987. The Mediterranean is one of those
regions Where there is an excessive concentration of warships carrying nuclear
weapons. It is certainly time for the non-aliqed Mediterranean countries and the
Powers deploying weapons there to begin a frank ad wiZa-ranging dialogue to turn
the Medi terranean into a zone of peace and co-opera tion.

| now turn to the questions raised by draft resolutions A/C.1/42/L.84 and
L.85, dealing respsctively with strengthening regional and international peace and
security and with the need for a result-oriented political dialogue tc improve the
international situation.

We believe that the United Natiuas, by virtue of its Charter, has the
fundamental responsibility for maintaining international peace and security. By
the same token, we believe that in the nuclear and space age the establishment oOf
lasting peace and security cannot result from confrontation but must pe the result
of a policy of dialogue and co-operation and measurer to strengthen the United

Nations in conformity with the Charter.
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The question of respect for the provisimms of the Charter is a fundamental
one. Without the Charter and without the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
who plays a political role of prime importance in the settlement of disputes under
the various mandates given him by the General Assembly or the Seaurity Counoil, it
would be di £ficul t to gain the acceptance by all countr ies of a code of conduct in
international relationr.

In a world in which the powerful tend to resort to the use of force and ignore
the rule of law when thair interests ue threatened, in a world in which there is a
temptation to exploit unstable aituatione to consolidate positions gained through
trickery, corruption or resort to arms, the international community must not vyield
to the temptation to rewrite the Charter but, rather, agree to abide by it, for the
Charter acts as an indispensable bulwark that enables the United Nations to
funotion with harmeny and balance. Of oour se this tool for the use of States is
gomstimes ridiauled , but it is still the beet thing available in today 's wor:4 for
achiaving the goals of .mplementing the Declaration an the Strengthening of
International Peace and Security.

In conclusion, my delegation, on behalf of the Group of African States, would
like to reiterate its respect for the United Nations for having suspended South
Africa from any participation in the work of the General Assembly and to express
its hope that increased poll tiaal pressure may be brought to bear by the United

Nations upon the Pretoria regime with a view to eradicating apartheid, which has

been declared a crime against humanity. The existence of apartheid is not
compatble with the purposes of the Charter.
My delegation would also 1 Ike to express itas appreciation for the conven ing in

1987 in New York of the international Conference on the Relationship between
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Disarmament and Development, a Conferenoa that laid stress for the £irst time not
only on the close link between those two concepts but also upon the fact that the
security of States rests not on their armaments alone but upon non-military factors
a8 well.

Mr. BORG OLIVIER (Malta) v 8ince my delegation has not had occasion to do

so earlier, | should 1 Ike to place on record my delegation's warm congretula ticena

to you) 8ir , on your unanimous elrotion as Chairman of the First Committee. | also
extend ccngratulationr to the other officers of the Committee. Although our
congratulations are expressed When we have reached an advanced stage in our
proceedings, | wish tO assure you that they ue as warm and as sincere as those
already conveyed to you earlier by many other delegations. Under your able
guidance the Committee is carrying out its responsibilities effiofently and
successfully, and | am sure that all present are encouraged by the progress
achieved to date.

My statement relates to agenda item 71, and this forum grants us a unique
opportunity each year to review the situation relating to security and co-operation
in the Medi terranean region and tO assess developments between sessions of the
General assembly . In this way we are able to exchange views on a subject of
particular importance to our region and, in the light of our deliberatior.s, we the
Mediterranean countries, with ths understanding and collaboration of other
countries, ai1 at consolidating achjevements and at further enhancing peace,
security and co-operation Iin the Medi terranean.

The Mediterranean is made up of a more varied range of peoples and historical,
cultural, social, even economic and geopolitical, differences than any other

comparable area. It is a region where East and West meet. As my Prima Minister
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has rightly pointed out in a recent statement, we ue all familiar with a phrase
that har bon bandied about often following its use by u famous histor ical figurer
*"Buropn from the Atlantic to the uvrals®. The popularity of that phrase has,
however , somewhat blurred awareness of an equally valid deecr iption of Europe,
namely: from the Arctic to the Mediterranean. Both the West-EBast dimemnsion and
the North-South dimen.ion are relsvant and important in any comprehensive
assessment of the present global situation.

We in Malta ocontinue to be conocerned about the situation in our region, which,
in the past, has been the arena of tension and conflic ts. All the Mediterraneun
States uc fully aware that they have a primary role to play in the development oOf
their region. Thue ue serious problems - like those of Cyprus, the Arab-luaeli
conflict and the Palertine question, which is the ocore of that oconfliect - that
yearn for a lasting solution and that continue t0 create division and tension in
the Mediterranean region as a whole. Thue are also, howaver , many common factors
that oould unite us. It is in that context that we hare seen mare understanding,
dialogue and better co-oper ation among the Medliter ranean States. That trend is to’
be encouraged, for it will undoubtedly contribute t0 more atability in the
Msditerranean region.

It is therefore logical that oountries bader ing on the same sea find it in
their beet interest t0 pursue ways Of co-operation and co-ordination in
strengthening their efforts towards achieving a better life for their peoples.
That objective will be fully realised only when peace and security prevail in the
Medi ter ranean. The statements made both in the General Assembly and in the First
Committee clearly show that other people8 and ocountries in other regions have the

same concerns.
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We weloome and we feel encouraged by the positive and oconstructive attitudes
prevailing within most of the Msditerranean countries. \We note improved bilateral
relations a4 other efforts being made by Mediterranean countries in their search
for psace, security and co-operation, and those positive developments are receiving
the support of other countries outaside the Mediterranean region, including the big
Powers, as evidenced in the report of the Secretary-General (A/43/579).

It 18 evident that what happens in the Mediterranean region tends to be

reflected in international velations in the Buropean region as a whole, and

beyond. The concept that security in Europa is closely linked with secur ity in the

Mediterranean region as a whole is acknowledged by all.

The special geopolitical characteristics of the Mediterranean wero undulined
at the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Burope (CSCE) by the adoption, in
august 1975, of the Helsinki Final act, in which, for the £irst time, relevant
prov isions ON ques tions relating to secur ity and co-oper ation in the Medi ter ranean
ware agreed to by the 35 participating States. The adoption of the Final Aet in
Helsk inki is oconsidered to be one of the historic achievements in the post-war era,
affecting relations among participating gtates in Europe, the United States and
Canada and contr ibuting significantly to inter national peace and secur ity . The
process initiated at Delsinki continued t0 be developed at the Vienna Conferenoe on
Secur ity and Co-operation in Burope, when Malta and the other eight Buropean
neutral and non-aligned states submitted a compromise document that included
ques tions relatiny to secur ity and co-oper ation in the Maditer ranean.

Malta is proud to be a part of the agreement concluded at Helsinki, and
particular 1y proud to have promoted for 12 year s the ques tion Of the Mediterranean

within the CSCE framework. Today We are witnearing increased co-operation, not
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only among the participating states of the CS8CE, but alse among the European

partioipating States and other non-Buropean States border ing the Mediterranean Sea.
The 8@ Vienna meeting has entered Lts third year and its end is not yet in

sight. That stark statement, however, hides a number of achievements that should

be recorded.
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The document i- ,ued on 13 May by the Poreign Ministers of the group of neutral
and non-aligned countries was a significant step. Indeed, in ocsrtain areas it was
a giant step forward from the Madrid concluding document. \We note progress both at
the normative and at the implementation levels in all parts of the doaument.
Fundamentai concepta and ideals euoh as freedom of thought and religion, fraedom of
movement, and remedies to those who elaim that their human rights have been
violated form a new chapter dedicated to the human dimension of the CSCE. These
oconcepts have either been developed further from previous documents or have been
introduced for the first time.

We also observe a cautious advance in the Mediterranean chapter, which ae far
has not only been the Cinderella but slso the bone of contentiun at previous
meetings. \We sincerely hope that when the papers now before the Conference are
adopted into the Vienna concluding document it will become possible for the £ irst
time to take an all-round view of this sensitive area, with specific aoccent on its
environment . at an ad hoc meeting. In this way it will be possible for the first
time for the various problems of the region, which are more often dealt with
sectorally, to be aired at the same meeting, thus affording a better opportunity
for their under standing. We look upon this positive development with encour agement
and hope as a unique event for countries from the Mediterranean basin, particularly
the non-par ti~ipating States, to sit with other s which are deeply involved in the
destiny of the area.

Malta intends to continue to play an active role in promoting peace, security
and co-operation in the Mediterranean. As stated on various occasions by our Prime
Minister and by our Minister of Poreign Affairs, Malta's aim iS to utilise its
statue of neutrality and its adherence to a policy of non-alignment in order to
contribute actively and conetr uctively to regional peace and security and to the

economic end social welfare of the Mediterranean countries.
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Along with othu Mediterranean non-aligned States, and consistent with our
commitment to co-operation and dialogue in the Mediterranean, Malta has followed
actively and with interest the increasing potential that exists for the
Mediterranean non-aligned countries to contribute to stability, seecur ity and peace
in the region. The Brioni meeting in 1983 and the forthooming Algeria meeting of
the non-aligned Mediterranean countries next year are a manifestation of the
constructive dialogue initiated by those countries and reflect a determination by
all concerned to continue along th is path.

The Government of Malta, for its part, iS committed to a foreign prlicy which
is clear and predictable. As my Prima Minister has said, Malta is led by
conviction8 of principle and old cultural traditions, Malta has made it oclear that
in view of its European heritage and its trade relationships with the European
Economic Community (EEC) it will continue to reek closer links with the Community,
and its deolued aim is to reek full membership in the EEC under the right
conditions. Malta's Buropean commitment does not imply turning our back cm our
Mediterranean |loyalty. on the contrary, it means a presence which will strengthen
the Buropean memory of Burope's Mediterranean rnots and connections. My Government
does not accept the false dichotomy o. “either Europe or the Medi terr anean®. For
us, the two are complementary.

During the past year my Government has continued tc play an active role in a
number of forums in order tO project its strong ocommitment to the peaceful
resolution Of conflicts in the Mediter ranean, to the lessening of tension and to
the exparsion of co-operation in the political, economic and social spheres.
Malta's Government has found it necessary on various occasions to emphasize, among
other things, that Malta will strengthen its relationship with all other

Mediterranean ocountr lee, especially those closest to us in southern Europe and
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northern Africa. Those relationships are inspired not only be oconsiderations of
good-neighbourliness, but also by our shared responsibility to work for pesace and
co-operaticn in the regioa.

These policies should fortify the framswork of relationships on the basis of
whioh Malta emecges as a bridge between Burope and North Africa. In an area suoh
as the Mediterranean, whue tensions persist, bridging links of this kind are of
crucial importance.

We note with particular interest the agreement reached by the five Maghreb
countr ies, four of which are also Mediterranean countr ies, to work for Maghreb
union by co-ordinating their foreign economic and financial services, harmonising
education policies and guaranteeing citizens the right of free movement and
residence. My Government has repeatedly stated that Malta is a door which opens
upon the Arab world. It is to be remenbered that Burope encompasses half of the
Medi tar ranean,

Time and again it has been recognized that the security of the Mediterranean
is closely linked with European security and with international peace and
security, Various incidents have proven that events in the Mediterranean have had
and continue to have a strong impact en the European region as a whole, and
beyoud. It is for that reason that we consistently urge that important
international disarmament negotiations and agreements, such as the recent agr eement
on intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles = the INF Treaty - should include
in their scope the Mediterranean region.

It is Malta's intention to ocontinue projecting the Medite: -anean dimension in
every forum and at every opportunity available, including the CSCE process, the
Movemen t of Non-Al igned Coun tr lee, the Commonwealth Md, above all, here at the

United Nations.
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My delegation, a8 in previous your , has consulted with the delegations of the
other Mediter ranean States with in the Movement of Non-Aligned Count: ies and with
other inter o8 ted delegations, and on the basis of those consultations a draft
resolution Cn peace, seour ity and co-operation in the Mediter ranean region has been
submitted for consideration and aotion by the Pirst Committee under agenda
item 71, The draft resolution, which has been circulated as documen t
A/C.1/43/L.86, is sponscred by the delegations of Algeria, Cyprus, the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Malta, Morocco, Fomania, Tunisia and Yugoslavia.

On behalf o2 the sponsors, | wish t0 express our appreciation for the
co-opsration and understanding we have received from all concerned. 1It is the
sincere hope of Malta and the other sponsors that, as in previous years, the draft
resolution on thie impor tant subject will be adopted by consensus at the cur rent

session.

Mr. BENYAMINA (Algeria) (interpretation from French)s In recent years

the international situation has undergone a remarkable evolution marked by dialogue
which over the past year has lived up to its promise.

In that connection, my delegation has already spoken of the importance and
significance of this trend of negotiations which has been applied successfully in
the disarmament field, for example in the conclusion of the Treaty on
intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles - the INF Treaty. The same trend has
also af fec ted regional conflicts. Several of these, both because of the
super~-Power dialogue and autonomously, have entered inte an active phase of
peaceful settlement.

In these processes of settlement, the United Nations has each time been called

upon to play an important role in promoting and implementing just and final

gsolutions.
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That role may today seem natural in the light of the Organization's primary
task under the Charters the maintenance of international peace and secur ity. But
it should be said that while the Organisation, perhaps more than ever before, has
asser ted itself as an irreplaceable for urn, skepticism and a lack Of suppor ¢t remain
in some quarters. It should be said too that it is still grappling with financial
difficulties which can be overocome only by an active presenoce owing much to the

dynamism of the Becre tary-Gener al. In that way the Organisation has made itself
indispensable at this crucial stage for international psace and secur ity, whea we
must consolidate what has been gained and make irreversible the negotiating process
the United Nations enocourages and promotes.

An illustration of this development from near marginalization to the
inevitable return of the United Nations to authority is that a few years ago the
Secretary-General expressed regret in his report cn the work of the Organisation
that two multinational forms had been established entirely outside the United
Nations framework. We see now that those forces were a tragic failure, and that

the United Nations is now seen as the irreplaceable organisation of recourse.
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while it may ® pmar surprising that some people seem suddenly to have
rediscovered the inestimable services that can be rendered by the United Natiens to
the ideal of universal peace, we aannot refrain from recalling that the non-aligned
countr ies for their gart have nevu had any doubts about the vocation of the
Organisation to work for peace Md international security and the fact that it is
perfectly competent to perform that task.

The unswerving cemmitment of the non-aligned countries to the Charter and to
the Organisation are part of a constant commitment on their part to the universal
Organization body and the multilateralism that it represents, and for whieh there
can be no worth-while substitute in the form of closed military olubs or exolus ive
economic circles.

At the same time as the Organisation has suoceeded in winning the reluotant
support of its detractors, legitimate questions have arisen, and sometimes concrete
initiatives, whioh have been taken with a view to increasing the effectiveness of
the role of the uUnite¢ Nations and its involvement in problems common to the whole
of mankind. It is remarkable that, no matter how significant the progress we are
ready to aoknowledge has been made in negotiation and consultation, the faot
remains that it has Yet to be buttressed by solving other problems that have ar Seen
in matters Of security and also in the economic, social, financial and ecological
fields .

From that standpoint my delegation is ready to oconsiler any proposal it
recognises as a constructive effort. Invoking the Charter cannot serve as a
pretext to avoid a debate that might have some usefulness when the Charter itself
is tar from being scrupulously respected,

It is true that the Charter is an instrument that retains its effectiveness

and all its validity. Bat, need we recall that recourse to force is Still a
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frequent practice and is often the rule, even when the Charter has limited it to
the two exceptions constituted by legitimate self-defence and the application of
Chapter VII.

What about the argument that the Charter is sutficient unto itself and thur
ie no need to make its provisions and more explicit3 Does the Charter itself not
speak of codifying and progressively developing the law? Even i we were {0
undertake only the total application of thr peovisions of the Charter mach would
remain to be done that would require more from 8States whioh bear particular
responsibility because of their permanent membership of the Security Council. Is
it not simply the application of the Charter, and par ticularly Cuapter VII, that
the international community is calling for in the face of the persistence of the
apartheid régime? The provisions of the Charter are not a dead letter whiech can be
brought to life for reasons of expediency.

While remaining striotly within the framework set up by thv Charter there
still remains a vast amount to be done. No constructive initiative, the authors of
whioh show themselves rcady for dialogue and an exchange of ideas, should be
rejected out Of hand before an opportunity is offered to put to the teat the
possibility of stimulating a needed debate.

The United Nations and each agan within it muet retake fuli possession of the
resources Offered to them by the Charter for the accomplishment of the objectives
laid down in it. That is particularly true of the Security Couneil whioh today
should strengthen the unanimity of its permanent metiers for the settlement of
conflicts which sometimes date from the very foundation of the United Nations.
Here again we must insist Md stress the concern for exemplary conduct in
aonformity with the Charter which should guide the action of the permanent members

of the Council with regard to their individual or collective responsibilities.
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In this context it 48 worrying to see that in the case of the ccnfliot in the
Middle Bast, which is one of those which most seriously threatens international
peace and security, the appropriate efforts that should be made towards a just and
lasting settlement remain singular ly absent.

It is no less disturbing today to observe that because of an abuse Of
administrative competence there is a temptation = and this coming immediately after
the courageous decisions taken by the Palestine National Council in Algiers = to
prevent the Palestinian people from expressing in the general Assembly through the
voice of their most qualified representative their readiness to work for the
necessary just and firal settlement Of the Miaddle East conflict within the
framework of an international conference to be held nunder the auspices of the
United Nations and with the full participation of the sole and authentic
representative of the Palestinian people, that is, the PLO.

The Middle Bast conflict is only one of the unfortunately numerous cr ises
which have so seriously contributed by their pereistence t0 the deterioration oOf
Mediterranean seour ity . This sea which by vocation is a sea of peace is still open
to aggressive adventurism by Israel and is also the theatre of military actaivities
by foreign forces in the region . This situation is of constant concern to the
coastal non-aligned countries which are engaged in an endeavour to promnote
effective dialogue and extensive co-operation with the parties to the Conference on
Securi ty and Co-operation in Europe (cscE) process. If this has been pursued
intensively in Vienna after the positive results for Europe that arose in
Stockholm, it is still taking a long time to deal with the concerns of the
non-aligned coastal countr ies of the Mediter ranean. geographical unity and
political expediency dic tate , however, that the approach to the problems of

security in Europe and its natural extension to the Mediterranean should properly
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take into acocount these concerns. EUrope oannot long remain deaf to the interests
of those countries and fail to give them a reply within the framework of an
effective dialogue when the tensions existing in the Mediterranean threaten to
affect it in the vuy place where it is surest of its capacity to absorb these
tensions. It is an error to consider the southern shore of the Mediterranean as
peripheral to its northern shore and to Burope and therefore to believe that crises
can be confined to that region and overcome. It is as responsible partners that
the non-aligned Msditerranean countries hare organized themeelves tirelessly to
promote extensive dialogue with the parties to the CSCE.

At the same time they have resolutely under taken many forms of co-operation
among themselves, although that action is neither a substitute for nor a preanble
to the dialogue which they hope to begin and to continue with the C8CE. After the
Brioni meeting in Yugoslavia, which was so important for the action-oriented
decisions taken there, the Algiers meeting provided a schedule for the year 1999
which should also make it poss ible to make progress in this direction.

At a time when dialogue is everywhere opening new possibilities, it is urgent
to put back on the agenda the priorities an examination of which was compromised in
the years of distrust and confrontation. It is absolutely vital in par tioulu for
the security of the non-aligned countries and the development of third world
oountr ies that a gradually improved international political climate should be
accompanied by the neutralization of both military and non-military threats to
their secur Sty. A concerted multilateral response must be given to them

guaranteeing respect for the interests of all States and the exercise
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of their right to pursue their economic development within a structured and
stimulating international environment. Only the United Nations is the right place
to undertake that task successfully. It is within the United Nations that this
must be organised and the process must begin hue. It is our wish to see the

forty-third session of the General Assembly contributing to that end.
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Mr . HAGOSS (Bth iopia) + The year which is coming to an end will be
remenbered as a year of result-oriented dialogues and one in which the spirit of
the dove pervaded international relations. This year, per haps more than any other
year in the recent past, we have witnessed the peoliferation of diplomatic flurries
character lard by a heightened sense of pr agmatism. Many oountr ire, power ful and
weak, big and small, developed and dweloping, East and West, have joined hands in
the pursuit of peaceful solutions to nagging prcblems with adverse ramifications
ta the maintenance Of international peace and security. Persistent policies of
deterrence and unilateral forms of diktat have given way to the peaceful avenues of
twentieth century diplomacy. In many casea the highly rwered good offioee of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and indeed the good offioee of many
statesmen around the world have been put to good use. Tributary ef fcrts made in
wary part of the world hwe undoubtedly contributed to the augmentation of the
mighty river of global peace. Today, wan though it is difficult to assume that
all global problems have been solved, it can be stated unequivocally that solid
ground has been laid for the pursuit of peace and security at the regional and
glabal levels.

To the astute observer of international relations, the lessons to be drawn
from these weloome developments are (uite obvious, It iS apparen t now, more than
ever before, that the maintenance of international peace and secur ity is not the
exclusive domain of a selec ted military or political economic club or a well
demarcated turf of some nuclear Pavers. Indeed, it is apparent that peace can be
attained only when all parties concerned work towards its attainment, That peace
can prevail only when far-sighted statesmen demonstrate the cour age and the
political good will to pursue peaceful initiatives with direct bearing on the

maintenance Of international peace and secur Sty is not a matter of controversy.
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It i8 abundantly clear that the role the United Nations cm play in the
maintenance of international peace and security is irreplaceable. It is quite
apparent thav peaceful initiatives can be set in mtion and bear the anticipated
results only when the concerns of a’l interested parties are duly taken into
account. It is crystal clear that peace cannot be attained at the expense of those
who yearn for It. It is equally true that pease is tenable only when it is
perce rved to be indivisible. Similarly, it is evident that there is no global
peescr iption for the maintenance of regional and well as sub-regional peace. In
this respect, it is heartening to note that the major Powers cm make contributions
to these noble human endeavour 8 when and if they assume their international
responsibility in a manner which enhances the process of peace and when they
refrain from perceiving global problems through the very often oblique prisms of
East-West poll tics. It is enlightening to note that our global village can do
without the chilly breezes of the cold war. But most of all, although peace may
prevail in any region of the world it cannot be imposed an any part of it.

We know now, as we have known all along, that peace is indeed indivisible. We
are keenly aware now, as we have been for many years, that the non-mill tary factors
of peace and security must be duly recognized if international peace is to
prevail. The handwriting is clearly on the wall. Global problems are interrelated
and their adverse consequences cannot be limited to a section Of humanity. Indeed,
it seems we are bound to either float together or sink together.

It is with this deep conviction that we have studied very carefully the

proposal made by the socialist community of nations regarding the comprehensive
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approach tO inverna tional peace and securi ty . When my delegation had occasion to

comment On this proposal at the forty-fir et seas ion of the general Assembly, it had
indicated that with further study and elaboration, the proposal would contr ibute
meaningfully to the advancement of international peace and seocurity. Throughout
the years the proponer.ts of the proposal have elaborated the concept with a View to
bringing it into full accord with the spirit and letter of the Charter. We are
particu“arly pleased to note that the original notion of the world-wide system of
international security has been replaced by the oconcept of a mre Schematic
approach to international security. In highly oommending the delegations involved
for the spir it of flexibility they have demonstrated in taking due account of the
concern Of all delegations and, even more, in allaying somes fears that the proposed
system may not be in consonance with certain provisions of the Charter, we take
this opportunity to assure them that we shall Land our support to the draft
resolution contained in document A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.1l entitled “Comprehensive
approach to s trengthening i terna tional peace and security in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations”.

As a ocountry which has for many centur ies resisted all manifestations Of
aggress ion age inst i ts independence, territorial integrity Md unity and of
interference in its internal affairs, Ethiopia is keenly aware of the quintessence
of peace and security. The significance of the prevalence of regional and global
peace and security has been a matter to which my country h:s attached pr imordial
importance. ‘Today, as always, my country is contributing its share towards the
maintenance of international peace and security. In its immediate vicinity,

Ethiopia hae collaborated with its neighbours with a view to finding lasting
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solutions to commen problems with a direct bearing on regional peace aid security.
Together with one of 1 t8 neighbour 8, Somalia, my oountry continues to undertake
concrete measures towards the fu.l realisation of thr spirit and letter of the
Ethio-Somalia Accord ooncluded las t April, We are aware that peace can only be
realiged astage by stage, and that regiocnal stability can only be constructed
realis tically br ick by br iek, \We shall therefore oontinus to pursue the same
policy of good neighbourlinsee in our relations with our other immediate neighbours
and, indeed, with all States which are in full accord with the guiding principles
of the Charter of the United Nation.

The prevailing political climats is encouraging. Peac» is 2 process as mich
as it is a product of a process of sustained human endeavour., But that same peace
is vulnerable to cold breezes with de tr imental ef fects On its sustenance. Let us

there fore contribute to its sustenance by refraining froam any action which might be

construed a8 a form of interference ¢ intervention in the internal affair s of any
State. et us together ban medieval theories associated with the negative exercise
of State power, whether it be economic, polltical or cultural. The year that is
about to end has been justif iably oalled "the year of dialogue” and "the year of
the blue helmets®. Let us cuommi t our selves to making, the year 8 to come the
promising years of peace, justice end prosperity. Let us all sail with the winds

of peace for the betterment of mankind.
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M. SAGHAFI-AMERI (Islamic Republic of Iran) + My Ambassador is busy in

another Committee right now, and therefore | will road our statement on his behalf.

In it8 first phase of action this year 6 the PFirst Conmittee dealt as usual
with aisarmament matiers, and it is now about to conclude its work on international
secur ity. Those twO impor tent issues are often discussed under one heading because
of their interrelationship and influence upon one another. That, perhaps, is also
why both issues are included in the agenda of the Committee. By the same token,
the tenth wpecial seasion Of the General Assenbly decided that the
Secretary-General,withthcco-oper ationofqualified® [XIOCIJ4J = shouldcontinueto
study the relationship between disarmament and international security.

The wor Id is going through more rapid and profound changes as it approaches
the threshold of the 21rt orntury. The unprecedented progress of science and
technology has brought about a dual and diverse opportunity:s progress and
prosperity as a result of international co-operation cm the one hand, and disaster
resulting from more armaments, distrust and wars on the other.

Certainly, our priority in world affairs oan be nothing but international
peace and seocur ity, and that calls for a new approach by all States - and
especially the major Powers - vig-A-vis disarmament questions in all their aspects
- nuclear, chemical or oconventional armaments.

The importance of the disarmament question within the context of international
secur ity ar ises from the fact that the build-up of weapons has now reached such a
critical stage that the very existence of humanity is imper iled to an extent
unprecedented in history. The r ivalry between the major Powers has led tO the
‘acoumulation Of the most destructive and leathal weapons developed tO date. The
nuclear weaponsg alone are sufficient to destroy the whole world ® oOvual times

W U . Their horisontal and vertical proliferation pose a ® rfour threat to
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international security. The arms race between the super-Powers has exacerbated an
already dangerous situation.

In general, the 1ack of tangible success in the field of disarmament and arms
control has lowered the level of security for all. we can deduce from that fact
that genuine disarmament must take place as an effective first step towards
strengthening international peace and security. In the present circumstances,
where changes oecour rapidly and technological developments in the military ephere
take place every day, the cessation of the arms race and the prevention of a new
one involving new types Of weapons become more important than ever.

I referred to genuine disarmament and allow me tc explain it further, since it
plays a signficant role in international peace and security. During the
deliberation8 of the Pirst Committee this year, many delega tions expreseed their
eatiefaction at the existence of understanding between the two super-Powers, taking
into account the agreement reached between them on the elimination of their
intermediate-range and shorter-range nuclear weapons - the INF Treaty.

Such expressions of content and eatiefaction can be interpreted as no more
than the reflection of an earnest hope for the immediate realization of more
substantial achievements in the field of disarmament, because the INF Treaty by
itself, even if fully implemented, will only eliminate a maximum of four per cent
of the present nuclear arsenals. Hue, | must air a concern ar ising from the talks
on the modernization of nuclear as well as the etrengthening of conventional forces.

“The entire Soviet strategic nuclear force in place in the mida~-1980s will have

been replaced by new or modernized systems by the mid-1990s". (A/C.1/43/PV. 32)

That quotation, of course, is from a statement by Miss Solesby, the
representative of the United Kingdom in the Fir et Committee.

In that respect, one would not be eurprieed to see the Soviet aide also

pointing to a similar development taking place in the West, showing that there,
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too, they are busily engaged in a qualitative umr race, As a matter of fact, it
was juat last week that the United states proudly introduced its "stealth bonber"®
as a new weapon in its “triad of nuclear-weapons systems".

With regard to that trend, it is advisable that both sides clarify their
of ficial positions, so that the INF Treaty doee not serve as a vehicle for further
modernization of the present weapons systems.

MY delegation believes that the qualitative aspect of the arms race needs to
be addressed aleng with its quantitative aspect. In the field of chemical weapons,
my oountry has been the principal victim of those horrible weapons since they were
banned by the 1925 Geneva Protocol and has suffered the most from a new generation
of such weapons, known as nerve gas. The technology to produce that type of
chemical weapons, unlike earlier types, is very soph isticated and is in the hands
of few countries, mainly the maor ones., Regrettably, those weapons of mass
destruction and the technology to launch them, namely ballistic mierlee, were
provided to the enemy during the imposed war against my country, That was done
with complete disregard for the many haeudoue implicaticne, including the weapons'®
immediate proliferation. Wow, with the end of the war in eight, many countries
have come to gripe with reality.

The convening of the paris Conference to uphold the 1925 Geneva Protocol is
one attempt to do that. My country hae always welcomed any initiative to impose a
compr ehensive ban on chemical weapons. As we have made clear in cur statements on
other occasions , the Paris Conference will only be eucceeeful if it addresses the
issue at its core and with realism.

To uphold the Geneva Protocol, one must find the aspects that made it
vulnerable to abuse in the paet. We bel ieve that the main taek of any conference

mandated to strengthen the Geneva Protocol ehould be as follows:
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FPirst, there should be an objective and impartial rtudy of the ef fects of the
use of chemical weapons in the past., Public awareness plays an important role in
that respect, sinoce world public opinion is the ultimate guarantor of any

international ® greamnt.
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Secondly, all States that are not parties to the Geneva Protocol of 1925
should be invited to adhere to it within a specific period of time. In this way,
univueal adherence tc the Protocol should be achieved.

Thirdly, all parties to the Protoool that have made reservations on its
implementation must repeal those reservations, so that thr Protocol will not be
interpreted as only a ban on the first-use of such weapons.

Fourthly, all states should pledge that they will not use chemical weapons in
any circumstances, either in the international arena or otherwise.

Another ieeue which has had adverse effects on regional a8 well as
international security is the arms trads. A substantial volume of the national
revenuas of countries, particularly of the third world, is pocketed by a few major
States that export arms. This situation, in addition to having negative economic
effects on third-world countries by draining their resources and making them more
vulnerable to economic challenges, has also directly contributed to the
exacerbation of regional and global tensions.

The arms-exporting countries are not often satisfied with pocketing colossal
revenuesy they also seek to expand their influence in the recipient nation. on the
other hand, the sale of weapons involving soph isticated technology is generally
coupled with the prosence of military advieers of the exporting countries. It has
now become a common practice that when signing an arms contract the recipient State
must accept military and technical advisers and experts, which in itself creates
enormous financial and social problems and difficulties. Their presence also in
many cases acts as a prelude to political influence of the exporting country on the
recipient State, especially if the recipient happens to be a third-world country.
Unfortunately , the lack of internationally recognized and accepted rules and

regulations has contributed t0O a continuation of this trend.
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Another important ® lemont directly linked, like disarmament, with

international peace and security is the establishment of a just order in the
international community. This notion calls for an administration of rule and order
with equity and universality. Such justice has various dimensions at the

international level. From the economic point ~f view, auch an order prevents

plunder in9 of the natural resources Of a country by othu s, My delegation does Not
wish to address itself to all aspects Of this issue, since it has been taken up by
other Committees of the Ganeral Assembly. However, we believe that the following

measures Of a political nature would be of the utmost importance in strengthening

peace and internatiomal security.

The first IS universalization of international rules and regulations SO that
no State, particularly the major Powers, would consider itself outside their
jur isdiction. In other words, the big Powers should not draw up and define the
rules at their own will and mercy. wWe ue today witness teo some arrogan t attitudes
on the part of certain Powers that behave as though nothing else exists in the
international community when their interests are at stake. It is, of course,
evident that no attempt to justify the implementation of those policies and
recourse to force, ocoupation of the lands of others ané resort to subwers ive
actions in order t0O change legitimate Governments iS acceptable to the
international community. Continuation Of such an attitude will enly weaken the
system governing international order and secur ity.

The intunaticnal judicial order should be ocompetent ad ef fective, 80 that in
the early stages of internaticnal disputes their cause may be studied ser iously and
dealt with decisively. It is evident that in the absence Or weakness of auah an

order there iS NO other choice %or nations than to build up their defense
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capabilities to counter any threat to their security. 1t is also clear that this
proceas in turn fans the flames Of the arms race.

Thue should be constant monitor ing of the international situation in order to
diagnose and remedy problems which have the potential of threatening regional or
international peace and security. Such a monitor ing system would act as a
preventive measure for trends that disturb the international order. In other
words, in such a system the purpose is to prevent conflicts rather than tc try to
find eoluticne for them after they have taken place. As past exper ience in dealing
with international issues has proved, international problems and tensions can be
diffused and settled much more easily before they become chronic and get out of
control. In the view of my delegation, the United Nations mechanisme can play a
more active and efficient role in preventing crises and international conflicts
than before.

It is beyond any doubt that the maintenance of internatiaral pace and
security, like any other endeavour at the international level, requires the
co-operation Of all States. Such co-operation, in our view, can be achieved only
in an atmosphere of understanding among nations, free from any sort of
diecriminatiar, with equality for all before international law, and wit the
strengthening of moral values in international society, based upon respect for the
rights of other naticns,

Mrs. 08oDE (Liber la) s+ Under Article 1 of the Charter , among the purposes
and principles of the United Nations the maintenance of international peace and
security stands high in the hierarchy of aims. Participants in the Committee hate
often emphasized the fact that a stronger and more effective United Nations s

critical to the central issue of peace and security . They have also expressed the
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view that our Organization is essential to successful economic and social
development, and have urged the Secretary-General to use his authority to the
fulleet feasible extent.

It is perhaps out of interest and concern that comments have often been made
that the United Nations is not progressing satisfactorily in terms of its
effectiveness, the number and quality of its staff, the relationship between its
minimal powers and its substantial responsibilities, the importance acaorded it by
its Members in general, and the major Powers in particular, and its anticipated
financial paralysis.

Regrettably, as we are all aware, national interests have prevailed in
international politics over coneiduations of global interests. This clearly
suggests that the essence of the problems facing the United Nation8 is the attitude
of States and not an inadequate legal machinery, as has been correctly reflected in
many statements made here and elsewhere. Our organization today must stand for

values of permanence4 , rather than the expediencies and shifts of poll tics with in

its Member States.
Until rather recently #e were quite ooncerned about our debates on many issues
being immersed in rhetor ic, concerned that they wue conducted in an atmosphere

filled with suspicion, tension, anxiety and even outr ight confrontation.
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we may still hare a long way to go, but we can safely say that today even the
most ardent or itics have obse.ved an apparent renewal of political will by Member
States to utilize the United Nations system oonstructively and to increase it8
effectiveness and soops, which is all the more necessary and a particularly
appropr late goal in this meaningful forty-th led year of the Organisation ‘s his tory.

My delegation hopes that the cl imate ¢£ optimism we are enjoying will become
permanent. It is one that has contributed |argely to the reoent successes scored
in the amelioration and meaningful negotiation of regional confl |ots, to the
recognition of the salutary services of the United Nations peace-keeping forces
that were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize, tO the restoration of United Nations
credibility and respectability and to the Treaty between the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the united Sstates of America on the Elimination of Their
Intermediate-Range and shorter-Range Missiles = the INF Treaty. The international
community cannot afford to indulge in compl acency. No negotiation should be
allowed to falter because of political tensions, nor should it be carried out in an
atmosphere Of barely aonoealed insincer ity. There must be oconcerted action to make
further progress in those and other areas.

Thue is a need for greater development and encouragement of r egional-secur ity
arrangements, through emphasis on trade, economic, social and cultural progress.
We urge greater use of multilateral efforts and the extensive co-oper ation of the
international community . wWe also encourage the relations between the Uni ted States
and the soviet Union, which are now much better than in the past, to wntinue to
improve in a healthy and steady manner.

Not many people are willing to share publicly the view that the major effortr

in the improvement Of international peace and security hinge on good relations
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between the super-Powers, but that seem to be a harsh reality that has been
accepted, albeit grudgingly. Yet we should not be swayad by power and might . The
international community oM change its course if it can become truly united - and

especially the smaller and militarily weak nation8 that cannot individually
influence Or sway events. In any event, the historic INF Treaty, although
considered marginal by some, will make further steps in negotiations between the
major Powers easier, for each has now acquired a degree of confidence that their
agreements must be lived up to, fct the Treaty was not dictated by any outside
force and their reputations ue at stake,

The situation in the Miadle Bast, which has posed a threat to international

peace and security , could be peacefully resolved through negotiationa, which call

for understanding, a change of heart and a human touch that my delegation believes
lie within the capacity Of every interested and concerned party. Earlier policies
that were not accommodated must give way to policies that will be advantageous to
those involved. In that regud my Government will continue to support the call for
the oconvening of the International Peace Conference Oon the Miadle East, under the

auspices of the United Nations, with the participation of each and every one of the

par ties involved.
Needless to say, racist South Afr ica is another area of the world that poses a

grave threat to international peace and security, because of its apartiheid policies

and, | venture to say, its nuclear capability. In that connection we feel that the
limitation or reduction of military expenditures u. *he African context requires
car efal consider aticn. 8pecifically, with regard to the front-line States, we

support the suggestion that pressure from South Africa and its threats of

destabilization fu.Uy explains tha military expenditures incurred by those
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Statee. The reduotion of military expenditures should be considered only where the
guantity of arms purchased exceeds the amount needed fbr secur ity pur poses, and my
delegation finds it dif ficult to disagree with the view that there oan be no
ceiling on armaments against racist South Afr ica.

In spite of that view with regard to S8outh Africa, my dolegation believes that
there should be a reversal of the arms race, both nuclea: and conventional. There
should be a collective or global and regional system in which security for all
States would be guaranveed through the assuranoce of equal Ssecurity for all and
through effective international mechanisms for the peaceful settlement of disputes
in accordance with the Charter cz the United Nations. At the same time States
ehould consi”.: signing , ratifying and strengihening international treaties,
conventions and agreements to ensure their implementation,

The obligation of the people of Liberia, ar ising from their aspirations to
improve their society and from the threats that increasing nuclear and conventional
armaments pose for them, requires that they do al.l that is necessary for their
immedia te secur ity . The military, long considered a source of security for most
countries, will, however, continue to be a factor. Many of us have become wise
enough to have a changing perception of secur ity as political, ideological and
socio-economic. No Government can escape the non-military threats to its
secur ity . In a number of African countries thousands have died and the lives of
millions are threatened by famine. bDroughts and deserts continue to spread.
Aggravating those problems are problems of natural disasters and the debt burden
that are experienced not only by the African countries but by the tatin American,
Car ibbean tnd Asian wuntr ies as well, forcing us to rely on the char ity of the

interna tional community .
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Those risks are at thebasis of thr serious thinking being dene by many

developing ooun tr ies, wh ich are now paying greater attention to the many
non-military threats affecting their security. We have oome a long way towards
recogn izing that a strong and viable economy is a necessazy foundation for
influence, stability and seocwr.ity. It follow that there should be a serious
reconsideration of thr stagger ing sums spent On armaments Dy developing countries.

My delegation bel ieves that NO country should pre tend abroad to be someth ing
other than it is at homs, nor can a ocountry pursue a foreign policy that door not
have thr clear suppor t of i ts people. In that regard it is desirable to sensitize
the public to the complementarity of its policies with that of the international
community.

Indeed, my delegation strongly believes that a greater public and private
avareness Of the United Nations role, its present capacity and its future potential
is needed in order that the major gap in public understanding that ha8 existed for
so long in so many countries can be transformed into a serious, informed

appr eclation of our Organiszsation and support for it8 future strengthening.
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My delegation believes that the record is not deficiant in terms of the work
aotually under taken by the United Nationa. The Chu ter assigned to the United
Nations and i ts special ized agencies a vu iety of tasks. Rather than being
frustrated at any lack of informational material, my delegation is overwhc.med by
its abundanor, even its waste. It would be impossible t0O assess accurataly in a
ningle statement all the activities of the Organization over the part 43 years. My
delegation feels that to appraise the actual acoomplishments of the United Nations
would require careful rorutiny of the whole host of resolutions adopted by its
bodies and organs, and an understanding of the extent to which Men. or States have
taken practical steps tO implement those resolutions and Aecisions.

where there is no meeting of the minds in this Committee, this should not be
given a negative interpretation Or be construed a8 a laok of interest. \When one
doer no* fully arasp the significance of an issue, it will become more meaningful
if one tr les harder each time t0 ga in a better under standing of it, Until that
understanding is reached, my delegation finds it pointless to bind us and others to
views we do not hold or policies with which we differ, This Committee should be a
forum for sharing views and supporting them on their merits) this eould, we would
hope, be translated int0 consensus action.

Solutions to our problems at the United Nations and to the problems we are
conasider ing today should not be approached from the standpoint of narrow national
interests Or, worse still, from purely par tisan consider ations of domes tic
politics. They ehould , rather , be approached from a global perepeot ive and in

oonformity with the Charter of the United Na tions.
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The CHAIRMANS I have received a reques¢ from the Observer of thr

Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Mr. Chang Yong Chol, to make a statement.
It there is no objeotion, | shall take it that the Committee agrees to that request.

It was 80 decided.

The CHAIRMAN: | call on the Observer 0Of the Democratic People's Republic

of Korea.

Mr . CHANG (Democratic People's Republio of Korea)s | should |like first
of all to congratulate you, Sir, on your election to the chairmanship of the First
Committee and to wish you succeas in your responsible work.

The item "Review of the implementation of the bpeclaration on the Strengthening
of International Security” hae been on the agenda since it8 inolueion at the
twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly, whioh proves that international
secur ity is one of the important international political issues.

Mankind has now uehued in a new epoch in the process of building a peaceful
and prosperous new world. A phase of detente is gradually opening in international
relations, where an atmosphere Of confrontation and oold war had prevailed for a
long time., This enables people to have hope for a peaceful future,

However, no radical charge has taken plaoce in the process of global peace and
security. The armsraoe - particularly the nuclear-arms race = persists) dangerous
conflicts continue to take place in various parts of the worldy the world economic
situation, especially the economic situation of the developing countries, is
deteriorating) and we are witness t0 unceasing threats Of force and strength,
interference in the internal affairs of other States, aggression against other

countries, and policies violating the independence and sovereignty ot States.
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Those roealities urgently oall for ® ction by the international community to

direct attention to the global, compr ehensive nature Of security and to e naure both
military security and security in the economic, humanitarian and other fields.

Mankind wishes to live in a peaceful world, free from aggression and war.
what is important at present in terms of preventing wu and ensuring international
peace and secur ity is that we turn to disarmament, nuolear disarmament in
partioulu, the withcrawal of aggressive foreign troops from other countries, the
diemantling of aggressive military bases in foreign oountrier, and the
establishment of peaceful nuclear-free zones iN various parts of the world.

My delegation welcomes the signing of the Treaty on the Elimination of
In termediate-Range and Shor ter-Range Miss iles - the INF Treaty ~ between the Sovie t
Union and the United States, and belisves that the two countries should reach early
agreement on a SO per oent reduotion in nuolear strategic arms. Mydelegation
further believes that all kinds of nuolear and chemical weapons and other weapons
of mass destruction should be ocompletely destroyed and abolished.

My delegation takes this opportunity to reiterate its support for the
aonetructive peaoe initiatives and proposals put forward by socialist countries and
non-aligned nation8 aimed at halting the arms race, real is ing gener al disar mamen t ,
preventing the militarization of outer space and ensuring international peace and
secur ity. \We express our solidarity with the peoples in their struggle to
establish nuclear-free zones and zones Of peace in north-east Asia, the South
Pacific, the Indian Ocean, Burope, the Balkan peninsula the Middle Bast, Mr ica
and Latin America, and with the Palestinian and Namibian peoples and other peoples
in their just str uggle for national indepernidence and freedom, and against

imper ialiem, colonialism and racism.
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Peace and sscurity in a region and a continent are closely linked with global
peace. In the Asian-~Pacific region, huge nuolear forces have been deployeds
nations are threatened with the use of force. This results in a ocomplex situation
in the region. The sovereignty of countr {es and peoples is being encroached upon,
and international peace and security are bring jeopardized. Improving the
situation in the Asian-Pacific region is now a pressing quretion in terms of
speeding up thr process Of easing international tension as a whole and ensuring
las ting world peace.

Reducing tension and ensur ing peace and secur ity on the Korean peninsula
oonrtitutr a majer link in the chain of the struggle to improve the situation in
the Asian-Pacific region. In order to remove the threat of a nuclear war and
enswe peace iN Korea, foreign troops and nuclear weapons should be withdrawn from
South Korea, the denuclearization of the Korean peninsula should be etfected and
the Korean question should be resolved in a peaceful way.

In the framewor k Of its noble mission to shape the destiny of our natien and
in the cause of world peace, the Government of the Democratic People's Republic of
Korea has put forward a number of reasonable initiatives and proposals to guarantee
peace in Korea and to achleve the peaceful reunification of the nation, and hae
made every sinocere effort to translate these into practice.

On 7 November the pemocratic People 's Republic of Korea proposed four
pr inciples for guaranteeing peace on the Korean peninsula and set forth

compe ehens ive proposals for a phased reduction in all armed forces on the peninsula

and for the relaxation of political and military confrontation,
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The peoposals, representing a major new peace initlative. were launched at a joint
meeting of the Central People‘'s Committee, the Standing Committee of the Supreme
People 's Assambly and the Administration Council, The jOiNt meeting stressed the
need t0 ensure peace ON the Korean peninsula in order t0 remove the constant fear
of war, create conditions for peaceful reunification and contribute to thr ocavse of
peace in Asia and the rest of the wor Id. 1t ret forth the following four
principles: Peace ON the Korean peninsula must be, first, oriented towards the
remification of tho countryy secondly, guaranteed by the withdrawal of foreign
armed forcesy thirdly, guaranteed by arms reduction in thr north and the southy
and, four thly, realised through dialogue aw g the par tier responsible for the
aggravation of tensiona.

A conmprehensive set Of peace proposals was put forward to back up the four
pr inciples, detail ing a timetable for the phased withdrawal of foreign troops and
for north-south arms reduction, plus concrete moves t0O ease the present political
and military confrontation. The joint meeting proposed that the nuclear weapons
baaed in the south be withdrawn in two phases by the end of 1990. To be more
precise, those deployed north of 35 degrees 30 minutes north latitude would be
withdrawn in the tirst phase (by the end of 1989) if the proposal were adopted and
those deployed routh of that line in the second phase (by the end of 1990). The
proposals call for the withdrawal of United Sstates foroces in three phasea by the
end of 1991. The Gr ound Forces, together with the United States Forces Command,
would withdraw south of the line joining Pusan and Chinhae at 35 degrees 30 minutes
north latitude in the firet phase (by the end of 1989), the entire Ground Forces
would pull out Of south Korea in the second phase (by the ena of 1990) and the

Naval and Air Porces in the third phase (by the end of 1991). As to the reduction




B /edd AIC,1/43/PV,. 83
47

(Mr._Chang, Democratic People's
Rapublic of Korea)

in the armed forces of the north and south of Korea, the proposal envisages a
three-phase programme to the ® d of 1991, starting with front-line foroces deployed
along the Military Demarcation Line, special units and paratroopers. It recommends
that armed foroes in the north and south be separately out to the level of 400,000
by the end of 1989, to 350,000 by the end of 1990 and to 1eses than 100,000 from

1992 onwards. The joint meeting called for three-way talks between the pemocratic

People 's Republic of Korea, the United States and south Korea to diaouaa these
military issues . Democratic People's Republic of Rorea/United States or
north-south bilateral talks could also be held within the framework of tripartite
talks. It also invited representatives of member nations of the Nautral Nations
Supervisory Commission to the proposed three-my talks as observers. The joint
meeting called for high-lavrl politiaal and military talks between the north and
the south to relax the politioal and military confrontation between the north and
the south. If tripartite talks among the Democratiec People’s Republic of Korea,
the United states and south Korea and north-south high-level politioal and military
talks are held and they progress succesrsfully, both the north and the south will
hold top-level talks in a good atmosphere.

Most realiatia and reasonable are these peace proposals adopted at the joint
meeting, which have fully taken into consideration the will of the United States,
which said that it hoped for the relaxation of the situation on the Korean
peninsula, and that of the south Korean authority, who said that he would discus8
military problems inaluding disarmament.

The pPremier of the Administration Council and the Minister of Poreign Affairs
havr addressed letters to the south KRorean Prime Minister and the United States

Secretary of State respectively on 16 November with a view to implementing the
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proposals. We believe that the United States and south RKorea will make a positive
response to our peace proposals in order to put them into practice as soon as
poss ible and to ensure peace in Kor ea.

My delegation remains confident that peace-loving governments and peoples will
continue to express their active solidarity with the Korean people in their
struggle to reduce tensions, ensure peace in Korea and achieve the peaceful
reunification of the nation.

The CHAIRMAN: I have also received a request from the Observer of the
Republic of Korea, Mr. Nake Chun Choi, to be allowed to make a statement. If I
hear no objection I shall take it that the Committee agrees to his request.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN: I call on the Observer of the Republic of Korea.

Mr. Nake Chun CHOI (Republic of Korea) : As this is the first time my

delegation has spoken in the Committee, allow me to extend to you, Sir, our warmest
congratulations on your election as Chairman of the First Committee. We appreciate
the outstanding way in which you have been conducting the work of this important
Committee.

Recently, we have witnessed many positive developments in the international

situation. Progress towards the peaceful settlement of certain regional conflicts

and the general trend of East-West rapprochement give us a renewed sense of

optimism,

Despite these positive developments, however, there still exist
internationally many focal points of tension including the RKorean peninsula. we
must endeavour to search for common solutions to those problems in order to
strengthen international peace and security.

In this rcgard, we share with many other delegations the view that the

regional conflicts are not the result of the inadequacy of the Charter of the
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United Nations but arise from the behaviour of States, which do not always conform

to the p inciples of the Charter.

We also share the view that the key to peace is mutual trust and
co-operation. Indeed, we believe that building up mutual trust and w-operation
through daialogue is a first step to promoting international peace.

on the basis of this perception, the Government of the Republic of Korea has
sought to continue dialogue with North Korea in order t0 ease tension and promote
peace on the Korean peninsula.

The Korean peninsula has been dominated for four decades by general miatr us t
between the South and the North. It is unfortunate that this confrontational
situation still continues at a time when nations around the world are actively
pursuing dialogue and exchanges with one another regardless of ideologies and
political differ encea. To put an end to this confrontational situation and to
restore peace Cm the Korean peninsula and, therefore, paramount tasks of the
Republic of Korea.

In this connection, the diaarmamnt issue is of ocr itical impor tance. However,
nothing is more urgent and important than taking steps to overcome mistrust and
build confidence between the two parts of Korea through dialogue and oontacta. It
IS unrealistic to think one can leap from a condition of Nno mutual recognition and
from no dialogue and oontacta into diaarmamnt negotiations.

Security and disarmament are inseparable. As repeatedly emphasised by many
representatives to the Committee, no arms oontrol or disarmament measures are
feasible, unless they maintain - and if possible enhance - the security of the
interested States. Moreover, as weapons and armed forces are just a reflection of
underlying political hoatility and tension, disarmament issues ahould be considered

within the context of the overall relations between States.
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General Assembly devoted to disarmament, our Poreign Minister put forward a

proposal which can be summed up as a three-stage approach to disarmament On the

Kor ean pen inaula.
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Re proposeds fixst, building up matual trust and confidence through dialogue

and expansion of contacts and co-operation between thr South and the Northy
secondly, institutionalixzing an arrangement tO prevent hostilities by concluding a
South=Nor th non-aggr ess ion pacty and, finally, entering into negotiation on
disarmament measures.

I ahould 1ike to reiterate that the Republic of Korea is willing to discuss
with North Korea all matters of mutual concern, inoluding disarmament, if they will
agree 10 co-oparate Wwith the Rapublic of Korea in making the necessary arrangements

for maintaining peace SOl @  eaurity on the Rorean peninsula. we are seek inq to
forge a relationship of partnership with North Korea.

It ismet s ignificant that President Roh Tae Woo himself mede it absolutely
clear in his address to the General Assembly on 18 October 1988 that even before a
non-aggression declaration, which he proposed, ir made with North Korea, the
Republic of Kerea will. navu we foroe first against the North.

A3 a practical step In searching for accommodations with North Korea,
President Foh proposed to the North Korean leader last August that they hold direct
talks. If the proposed summit meeting we:-e to be held, all the problems raised
with regard to disarmament, arms control and other military matters would be
seriously discusse. with a viw to finding solutions.

Forea occupies a geopolitical position where the interests of the great Powers
in the Bast and in the west intermingle with one another. In view of this
important geopolitical jocation, an outbraak Of new hostilities o. the Ynrean
peninsila might easily escalate iNnt0O a global conflict.

Thus it is obvious that the search for lasting peace on the ®o.san peninsula

cannot be considersad in isolation from its relations with surrounding nations. The
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convening of a consultative conference for peace among the United States of

Amer ica, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the People's Republic of China
and Japan as well as North and South Korea will certainly create an international
environment more conducive to peace in Korea and rewnification of the peninsula by
peaceful means.

With regard to the issue of establishing regional nuclear-free zones including
north-east Asia, we believe that such a proposal can be realized when there is free
agreement among all the States concer ned. 1In considering such issues, regional
character istics should also be taken fully into account.

In conclusion, I should like to assure the Committee that the Republic of
Korea will continue to endeavour to ease tensions and promote peace on the Korean
peninsula, thus contr ibuting to the maintenance of international peace and security .

Mr. DJERMARKOYE (Niger) (interpretation from French): As this is the

first time that I have spoken since the Committee began its work, I should like to
address to you, Sir, and to the other officers of the Committee the warmest
congratulations of my delegation on your well deserved election as Chairman of the
First Committee. We are much impressed by the masterful and clear-sighted manner
in vhich you are directing our work.

After disarmament, which we discussed at considerable length in the Committee
last month, international security, is a matter of paramount concern for all
nations.

It is fortunate that this item has been on the agenda of the General Assembly
for the past two years and that, like disarmament, it is being considered in this
Committee, There seems to be a close and indissoluble link between these two

international concerns.
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In Niger, ve believe, and we arec in the habit of raying, that there is no
develupment W itheat secur ity or stability . That is a guiding tenet, a guiding
¢ lioy, one which we share with the international ocommunity u a whole and is we
have been particularly attentive to many developments in the past few months in
many areas of the world.

Arms are no longer King used between Iran and lraq and we hope that will be
tzue fOr ever. That was a particularly bloody wu. Last December the United
states and the Soviet Union oonoluded an hirtor io Treaty on the Elimination of
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles. In Afghanistan and in Kampuchea the
outlook for a guace settlement is promising. Ther ¢ has boon an announcemen t about
the withdrawal of foreign forces from both those countries. In southern Africa, the
guadr ipar tite talks On Namibia give I ise to well-founded optimism and we hope that
Namibia will soon attain its independence. Am regards Western Sahara, the United
Nations peace plan and the indirect talks betw.en the parties to the confliot under
the ausplces Of the Secretary-General suggest that there will be a positive outocome.

The atmosphare Of détenta and of relative calm is be t0O United Nations
aceion. It is due to the provisions of the Charter and to the role being played by
the Secr etar y-Gener al. However, the question of inter national secur ity is so
complex and has so many rami fications, that it mist be viewed an a well-integrated
whole. The ajor nuslear military Power s and the small countr ies cannot take the
same npproach to security, nor can they have the same concept Of security. Tha
international community cannot share the same concerns in this area, but the final
cbjective, security and stability, remains thec same for everyone.

Negotiations between the two super~Power 2 and their agreements and treaties

represent sigrificant progress for mankind, but nothing can replace the system of
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security established by the United Nations Charter. All States must agree to

co-operate, murt agree to respect the Charter and to make it work.

We think that 4t would be an illusion to imagine that bilateral negotiations
between the Sov {et Union and the Un ited States alone, however important they may
be, would be able to bring about international peace and security. International
peace and security have a global, planetary dimension and transcend Bast-West
relations.

Secur ity should not be viewed solely in political and military terms. |t must
flow naturally from the pxocess of disarmament, without which it would have no
significance. It is multidimensional and its eonnomic, social, cultural and
humanitarian implications must be unduetood, what purpose would be served by
«avings derived from disarmament after the destruction of the at senals of the major
powers if only a small amount of the money saved were used to eliminate the poverty
of millions of human beings?

We must understand the dialectical link between disarmament and development
and a fund for esonomic, humanitarian and rooial activities must be created as a
result of savings derived from disarmament. Even if all nuclear, chemical and
other weapons are destroyed the world oannot live in peace if more than half of
humanity is allowed tO ocontinue to live in poverty while the other half 1ives in

the most anachroaistic form of opulenoe.
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Security for ths (developing countries means, beyond and pethaps fu above its
purely military definition, the establishment of a Nnw international ® acmomio and
social order that is more just and more equitable. Por the small, Wweak countries,
it alro means a guarantee that they can live in complete peace and tranquillity,
free from the threat Of any act of aggression or use Of foroe, in strict respect
for their beliefs and freedom of choice on the basis of the pr inciples and norms Of
international law.

Mora than 40 years ago, at the conclusion Of the Seocond world War, the forgezs
of the Charter in their infinite wisdom included provisions that continue to this
day to withstand the test of time and t0O prove themselves affective. But those
pcovisions, no mutter how relevant and eound they may be, are valid only if all
Momber States - qreat and small, r ich and poor , power ful and weak - respect them,
agree 10 uphold them and work daily tO strengthen them.

The Charter's machinery, along with the Becurity Counoil which is responsible
for putting the provisions of the Charter into effect and for guaranteeing
international psacs and secur ity under the authority of the Secretary-General,
oonetitutee the legal and institutional ueenal that has been responsible for the
peace we have enjoyed for the past 40 years,

All of that means that we must always strive t0o strengthen the effectiveness
of the United Nations and its system of eeourity. We must promote the pr imacy of
international law in relations among States.

| believe that we should welcoms here and now the decision of the Nobel
Committee to award the Nobel Peace Prize t0o the tUnited Nations through the United
Na tions peace-keeping for ces., That award is a credit tO our Organization and, in a
sense, rehabilitates and enhances its prestige, At the same time, it is evidence

of the effectiveness and irreplaceable nature of our Organization. For so nmany
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countr ies, and particularly the smaller countries of the world, our Organization is
the guarantor of their secur ity and stability.

It is the strength behind those oountriee' defenee of the spirit of the
Charter end their euppor t of the United Na tions, and on wh ich the ever lagting
nature of the ideals of the United Nations and the success of its aatione depend.

Our country is a landlocked nation in the wester n part of Afr ica, It is
located several thousand kilometers from the sea and shares the long borders it
inher itsd from oolonialisi with seven neighbouring countries. It is in a
geopolitically sensitive area that requires unaeaeing vigilance. Niger, therefore,
has a keen awareness Of the value of peace and security. we have often seen
security threatened and disrupted ir various parts of the continent, even along our
own borders, but we have always worked for conciliation whenover our secur ity hae
been jeopardised. we have encouraged fraternal countries to show wisdom and give
primacy to the virtuee of dialogue in an effort to find just settlements to their
disputes.

In a spirit of fraternity and with a sense Of responsibility, we conducted
negotiation8 with Alger ia which a4 in i982 to the delimitation and making of our
common border, and we are prepared today to oar ry out Similar negotiaticna with,
our other neighboure, Niger ia and Burk ina Faeo .

That wost certainly is the kind of example that other countr ies should follow
vhen they are faced with delicate border problems inherited from colonial ism and
which, eadly, have all too often been the cause Of essentially futile fratr icidal
clashes,

International peace and secur ity are such precious assets that it would be no
exaggeration to coneider, even if we do not declare them the "common heritage of

mankind®. In that respect, today's gener ations have a heavy responsibility =nd an
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overriding duty to preserve them for future generations. For those r easons, we
believe that the question of secur ity should appear as a perennial item on the
agenda of subsequent sessions of the General Assembly

The CHAIRMAN: That concludes the debate on the agenda items we have been

coneidering. Tomorrew morning we will proceed to take action on the draft
resolutions under agenda i eems 71, 72 and 73 related to international secur ity .
Those draft resolutions are contained in documents A/C.1/43/L.74/Rev.l,

A/C.1/ 43/L.84/Rev.2, A/C. 1/43/L, 85/Rev .1 , A/C.1/43/L.86, A/C.1/43/L.87 and
A/C.1/43/L.88,

The CHAIRMAN: T call on the Secretary of the Committee.

Mr, KHERADI (Secretary of the Committee) s | should like to inform
member 8 of the Committee that the following countries hare become oo-sponsor 8 of
the following draft resolutions:

A/C. 1/43/L. 74/Rev .1 = Lao People's Democratic Republic and viet Nam.
A/C.1/43/L.88 - Sri Lanka.

The meeting rose at 5.25 p.m.




