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The meeting wae called to order at 10.35 a.m
AGENDA ITEMS 71,. 72 and 73 (aontinued)

GENERAL DEBATE, CONS IDERAT YON OF AND ACTION ON DRAFT RESOLUT IONS ON INTERNAT IONAL
SEQURITY AGENDA ITEMS

Mr. ZAHRID (Morocco) (interpretation from French)% This year, conditions
for the maintenance of in turna tional peace and security have improved, thanks,
inter_alia, to the progress made in bilateral negotiations on disarmament and to
the promising prospects for the peaceful eettlement of certain regional conflicts.
The United Nations, whose bodies entrusted with the maintenance of international
peace and security have been working better, has made a notable contribution to
those gains. In that respect the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the United
Nations peace-keeping forces is a well-deserved tribute to the united Nations as a
whole for its tireless effor ts for international peace and security.

The historic Treaty between the United states of America and the tnion of
Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and
Shorter-Range Missiles and the negotiations under way on a substantial reduction of
strategic weapona offer hope for a reduction of the threat posed by nuclear weapons
not only to international peace and security but to the very existence of human
civil ization. That threat will continue until nuclear weapons are totally
eliminated.

Although the power to destroy all life on our planet is in the hands of only a
small group of nuclear Powers, reaponeibility for the maintenance of international
peace and eecurity falls on the whole international community as a result of the
commitments entered into by all States on becoming members of the united Nations.

Under Article 1 of the Charter they have undertaken to.
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(Mr. Zahid, Morooco)

"maintain international peace and security, and to that ends to take

effective collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the
peace, and for the suppression of rate of aggression a oOther breaches of the
peace, and to bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity wit4l the
principles of justice and international law, adjustment or eettlement of
international dieputes Or situations which might lead to a breach of the
peace”.

Given that collective responsibility for the maintenance of international
peace and security, all states have the duty and the right, within the framework of
the United Nations, to contribute to disarmament efforts, whose well-eatabliehed
relationship wi th international peace and security flows from the very language of
the Charter . Here bilateral and multilateral efforts must complement each other.

The maintenance of international peace and security also implies relaxation of
international tensions and the peaceful settlement of international disputes. In
this coutext, the agreements on Afchanistan, the end of the war between Iragq and
Iran, prospects for peace iNn South-East Asia and the prospects for Namibia's
independence augur well fa international peace and security. The interns tional
community should spare no effort t0O consol.idate those gains and tO promote new
proqgress, by extending them to other regions where the situation is still causing
concern, as is the case in the Mediterranean and Middle East regions,

The Kingdom of Morocco, a coastal State on the strategic wa terway of the

Straits of Gibralter, attaches great importance to turning the Mediterranean basin

into a zone of peace and co-operation.
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(Mr. zahid, Morc sc0)

To achieve that Qoa, the Kingdom of Morocco, which is committed to the
pr inciples of diadogue, good-neighbour liness and constr uctive co-oper ation, is
sparing NO effort in collaboration with both the non-aligned Mediterranean
oountr ies and the Maghreb ocountries to promote and strengthen co-oper ation between

the Msditerranean countrims in all areas of common interest.
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The strengthening Of peace ad security in Europe is closely linked to
co-operation in the Mediterranean region. Hence, the prouess of strengthening
peaco and security in Rurope must take into account the concern Of the noi~aligned
Mediterranean ocountries, which should be involved in that process in one way or
another.

In the aubregional framework the Kingdom of Moreeco is working very aotively
and tirelessly to achieve a successful outoome of the efforts made by the Maghreb
countries in ereating and unifying the Greater Maghreb, the bases for which were
created When those countries acceded tO independence, The achievement of Maghreb
integration will also contribute t0 strengthening peace and security in that part
of the Medi terranean region, as well as to 1 ts economic and social development.

The progress made along those lines in recent months, in keeping with the
wishes and aspirations of the peoples of the region to build their joint future in
solidarity and harmony, has bean encouraging.

The instability being experienced in the Msditerranean region is being
aggravated by the explosive situation that exists in the Middle Bast because of the
continuing Israeli occupation Of Palestinian and other Arab territories and because
of the denial by the Israeli occupying author ities to the Palestinian people of
their inalienable tights to self-determination and to the creation of an
independent State on their nat >nal territory. The intifada that ha8 been in
progress s ince December 19087, as the Secretary-General stated in hie annual report
on the work of the Organisation,

"has vividly demonstrated the danger8 of stalemate resulting from inability to

agree on a hegotiating process."™ (A/43/1, p . 4)

The Kingdom Of Morocco welcomes the declaration of independence of the

Pales tin ian Arab republic, which repreeente a decisive step in the struggle of the
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(Mr. 2ahid, Morocco)
Palemtinian people to regain their rightm to ® elf-determination and independence.
It almo represents ® ignifioant progress towards a just and lasting settlement Of
the Middle Eamt confliecz, the ® oOlutian to which depends upon a just and lasting
settlement Of the question of Palestine on the basis of Israel's complete
withdrawal trom all occupied Palemtinian and other Arab territor ies, including
Al-Quds al-shar if, and the exercise by the Paler tinian people of their right to
gself-determination and independence. Thome are the conditions for the
re-establishment of co-operation and ooeximtence among the pooples of that region
and for the strengthening of peace ad security in the Mediterranean region. Tha
oconvening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle Bast advocated by the

United Nations remains the most appropriate framework Within which to achieve those

goals.

In a world characterized by ever growing interdependence the maintenance of
international peace and eecurity can no longer be viewed solely in varms Of its
mil itary aspect. It muet also be viewed in its economic and social per spectives,
as well as in thome of the environment and human rights. Global security and world
peace should be based not only CM disarmament and the peaceful ;l'ettlement of
international dimputee but also on the advancement of economic and social
development, the protection of the environment, and respect for human rights,
Non-military threats to eecurity, as was rightly stressed in paragraph 18 of the
the Final pocument of the International Conference On the Relationship Between
Disarmament and pevelopment, *have moved t0 the fore front of global concern®.

The United Nations Charter remains the most appropriate instrument for

achieving global security on a wor)d level, and the United Nations the most

auitable fr amewor k.
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The delegation of Moroecco would like to reaffirm that respect for the purposes
and principles of the United Nations Charter, a6 well as a more effective use of
Uni ted Na tions machinery , are essential and fundamental elements for any
strengthening of international peace and secur ity. In that framework we believe
that the role of the Secretary-General and the authority of the Security Council
should be str engthened. The suppor t of the entire inter national community is
required to achieve that.

We are convinced that the improvement in international relations will benefit
the £ unction inq of the tni ted Na tions bodiea entr usted wi th the ma in tenance of
international peace and secur ity and allew for the implementation of the system oOf
collective eecurity met forth in the uni ted Nations Charter. Moreover, the
beneficial effect8 of the new atmosphere that has emerged have already become
evident, as the Secretary-General pointed out in his report, where he statess

*on matter s of international peace and se~ur ity, the pr incipal organs of the

nited' Nations have increasingly functioned in the manner envisaged in the

Charter . The working relationship of the Security Council and the

Secretary-General has rarely if ever been closer. | am thankful for this a8

also for the recent improvement in international relation8 at ths glabal level

that has opened new possibilities for successful action by the worla body.”

(A/43/1, p. 2)

The #uroccan &legation also welcomes that state of affairs, while 1ook ing
forward to the consolidation and continuation of the present trend, in the
interests of advancing international peace and eecurity and of broadening

international co-operation in all spheres for the benefit of all manind.
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Mr. TANASIE (Romania): Tht: consideration of agenda items 71, 72 and 73
gives us an opportunity to make a further analysis of the activities of the United
Nations in an essential sphere, namely, the strengthening of international peace
and security.

Any debate on international security is inevitably influenced by the present
international situation. It should be stressed that the gresent situation in the
world is characterised by the persistence of serious and complex problems. Despi te:
positive steps, no radical turn has been taken towards peace, security and
co-operation, increased mutual confidence Or respect for the independence and
sovereignty of each State.

The existence of vast stocks of nuclea:c arms throughout the world calls for a

new way of thinking about and approaching the prcblens of war and peace. The
fundamental problem of our era remains that of halting the arms race and of
engaging resolutely in disarmament , first of all nuclear disarmament, and the
defence of the supreme right of peoples and individuals to peace and life and to
live in freedom and dignity.

The analysis we are conducting this year with regard to the implementation of
the Declaration on the Strengthening of International security can only lead to the
conclusion that the present international situation is far from reassuring. In
that respect the draft resolution on the suhiect submitted by the delegation ©of
Yugoslavia, together with other delegations, including Roma:i.ia, contains an
ob joctive assessment of the international situation and calls for the taking of
relevant steps, in keeping with the spirit of the Declaration. The same is true of
the draft resolution submitted by the delegation of Malta on security in the

Mediterranean area. Romania fully supports those important initiatives.
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(Mr. Tanasie, Fomania)

In that connectian we welcome the idea that the democratization of
international relations ¢s an imperative necessity in enabling, under conditions of
independence, the full developmenst and independence of all States, as well as the
attainment of genuine security, peace and co-operation in the world, and we stress
Our firm belief that the thited Natfons offers the best framework for the promotion

of those goals.
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My delegation nimo shares the desire Of non-aligned Mediterranean countries to

intensify the process of dialogue and consultation with European Mediterranean and
other European countries aimed at mtrengthening efforts towarde the promotion of
peace, secur ity and co-operation in the region, thus contributing to the
stabilization of the eituation in the Mediterranean region.

Al though the picture does not seem very br ight, we note with satisfaction some

enoouraging signs that have appeared recently en the politioal horizon, giving r ise

to legi timate hopes for a br ighter future. Wwe refer, fir et, to the conclus ion
between the Union of Soviet soc!alist Rapublics and the tmited States of America ol
the Treaty on intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles - the INF Treaty. The

Pomanian delegation also welcomes the agreement reached between the two parties to

negotiate a major Step in nuc! esc disarmamenty a 50 per cent reduction in
strategic offensive arms.
Ef forts have also been made and some results obtained in finding solutions to

various armed conflists. These are well known. tet me cl te one example. The

recent decision by the Palestine National Council, including the proclamation of an
independent Palestinian State, which romania hae recognized | hae opened the way for
the convening of an international peace conference on the Middle Bast conflict with

the participation of all interested parties, including the Palestine Liberation

Oorganization (PLO) as the legitimate representative of the palestinian people, and
Israel, as well as the permanent members of the Security Council.
| have mentioned these elementa to support the statement that today there are

real is tic condi tione for tackl ing the problems of international peace and secur i ty

in a new way.
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An apr sach along those lines is promoted by the initiative on a comprehens ive
approach to strengthening international peace and secur ity. My country is a
sponsor Of draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.74, submitted under agenda item 73. We
think there is a better awareness Of its content, and explicit recognition that
this initiative is aimed at promoting peace and international security taking into
account NOW developments in our world. There 18 an almost gener a recogn ition that

nualear weapons and the space weapons now emerging are radically changing the terms

of any discussion about war and peace, secur ity , economic and social development,
and co-operation in all areas of international life.

We find ourselves facing a process the scope of which is unprecedented in
mank ind *s history. The universalisation of the united Nations is nearly complete.
Moreover, quantitative univerealization has been accompanied by a new development
prooese manifested in the qualitative un iversalization of our Organization : The
agenda ocontinues to grow year after year and is becoming more diver se, cover ing
nearly all matters of interest to the international community at the present time.

Despi te itS drawbacks, which are too well known e dwell on in &tail, the
world Organization demonstrates that Stat -s, in particular small and medium-sized
ones . believe that the United Nations is the aole forum capable of assur ing a
democratic solution to major problems of concern to all coun tr ies. As the
fundamantal document and constitution of the world Organization, the Charter of the

United Nations provides the legal and institutional framework for both the
qualitative and the quantitative universalization of this unique forum, In the
present Situation, the question which arises concerns not whether the Charter
should pe amended or kept unchanged but rather the need to find new ways and means

of making full use of the world organization's immense potential.
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[t hu been recognised that international security is an indieator of the
state of reation8 among States in all e ew of international lifer disarmament,

® aaromic and social development, environmental protection, the humanitarian and

humaneights ® DOXASSON = and® trugthoning the roleof thatnited Nationsand
multilateral diplomacy in consider ing and X' XM )XHEY, @ olutionato the vita problems
of today's world.

The multilateral framework is inseparable from effort8 aimed at building a
system Of international peace and security capable of harmonising, within and
through the efforts or the world Organizsation, the effort8 ard actions Of all
menbere of the intunaticnal community to find solutions t0 problems of legitimate
genual interest.

There is N0 way other than that of multilateralism to resolve today's
international pcoblems., Thue we find an objective need which flows from the
ocomplexity of thr stopped-up development of science and technology. the radical
changes which have taken place in the life of national societies, tnr profound
changes that characterise the world political arena, and the emergence of a great

nunber Of States am a result of the implementation of the principle of the right of

peoples to self-determinatic-.

At the same time, there is a need to implement the postulate of the equality
of right8 of all states. Without respsct for the legitimate interests,
independence and sovereignty of all States there can be NoO genuine equality capable
of ensuring bilateral and multilateral international co-operation of a diverse
naturr. But such quality is also a requisite for strengthening international

peace and security.
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The system Of peace and international security should therefore be
strengthened On the basis of the full observance of thr pineiples of inkrnational
law, in particular respect for the savereignty, politioal independence and
territorial integrity of States, non-interference and non-intorvmtion in the
intornal affairs of other States, non-recourse t0 thr use of force or the threat of
use of force | peaceful settlement of dirpu tes, equality of the rights of peoples
inoluding their right of self-determination, respsot for human rights and
fundamental freedoms, on-operation among States, and true respect for the
commitments assumed Dy States under the mited Nations Charter.

As regards the component elements for strengthening inbrnational peace and
security, we must admit that the politiaal aspects md disarmament, first of all
nuclear disarmament, have pr lor ity. The question may be asked, Why is th is so?",
It is because, iN a nuclear age, weapons oannot guarantee the security Of any
State, even a State that has such weapons.

My delegation has already had the opportunity to discuss the subject in detail
in the course of the ooneideration of the group of agenda items on disarmament.
The achievement of general and complete disarmament under str ict inter national
control would be an important element far a real peace and for effective
international secur ity.

The burning, pr essing question Of the peaceful seftlement of diepu tee is a
matter of major concern to the international community. Deeply concerned at the
persistence Of numerous conflicts that ser iouely threaten international prace and
security, Romania has consistently promoted its well known initiatives on the

peacefu 1 ecttletment of dispu tee
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Given thr complexity of the international situation, greater relevance should

be attributed 41 ® 00NOMIO problems in & compr ehensive approach to secur ity for the

future. We believe that equal ® (00NOSNIO security mue t be assured through a
restructur iNg of international economic r elations, inoluding their financial and
monetary aspects, ONn a democratic basis Of equality of rights in the interests of
all states, inoluding the developing countries, the establishment of a new
international roonomio order, the elimination of underdevelopment , and a
comprehensive, just settlement of the problem of foreign debt. The reallocation of
resources t0 the needs of roonomio md social development, following real

disarmament, would grratly contribute to achieving those objectives.




JB/7 A/C,1/43/pV.50
16

(Mr, Tanasie, Fomania)

Romania is also concerned about the roologioal aspect of interna tional peace

and secur ity . That is why Fomania requested the inoclusion in the agenda of the
current session of the General Assembly of the item entitled “"Responsibility of
State8 for thr protection of the environment and prevention of environmental
pollution as a result of the acocumulation of toxicC and radicactive wastes, and
strengthening of international co-operation for the purpose of resolving the
problem”.

Concerning the humanitarian aspects |linked to international security, stress
must be placed On a redlisation of the fondes t hope8 of men and peoples regarding
fundamental human rights - the right to life, tho right to work, education and
oulture, eooial equality, the equitable distribution of the riches of society,
participation in publio loader ship - the full flower ing of the human per sonality.
The solution tO all problems affecting human right8 md fundamental freedoms should
be effected first within the national framework and represents an essential
attribute of State sovereignty.

Finally, as emphasized in document A/C,1/43/L.74, there is a need to
strengthen further the role and effectiveness of the tnited Nation8 on the basis of
full and univer ral implementation of its Charter, in order tO ensure international

peace and security on a comprehensive basis covering all State8 and all aspects of

their interrelationship.

Mr. LAWSON (Togo) (interpretation from Prench)s Twelve years from its
end, the twentieth century ha8 botk an impressive md painful record a8 regards
man's tendency {0 destroy man, a tendency that is reflected most notably in the

1088 of human |ife resulting from onslaughts on national md interns tional peace

and security.,
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Indeed, recent ® tatimtioal data irdicate that morr than 90 per cent Of the
human lives lost in the course of the 471 armed conflicts that have occurred since
1700 were recorded in thr twentieth century.

And yet, we |live in a world in which, thank8 to the invaluable leasons drawn
from the {wO world conflagrations, the aocgyuisition of weapon8 is supposed t0 keep
the speotre of war at bay for ever by ensur ing that the wor 14 haS a level of
security favourable to balance.

With thr development and proliferation of State entities and the creation oOf
the United Nations, the quest for security responds to legitimate needs, namely the
preservation and strengthening of the independence and sovereignty of States, the
prevention of threats tO peace and the promotion of mul ti faceted and mitually
advantageous relations of fr iendship and co-oper ation among nationr.

While articulating those legitimate goalr, the Chartu of the thited Nations
guite rightly peovided for a restriotion, namely that the establishment and
maintenance of puace should be achieved with a8 little divueion a8 possible of the
wor 1d's human and economic r esources to weapons production.

However, these davs \We are witnesses t0O cnr of the most glaring paradoxes Of
our time. Por, while it was at first recognized am a noble objective, the quest
for security ham served as a pretext and justification for a military rivalry that
ham proven to be a powerful factor of insecurity by causing armaments tO be
diversified and their destructive capacities to be intensified.

Instead of the collective security system provided for by the Charter serving
as a fundamental framework of action for all States Menbers of the United Nations,
the secur ity policy conceived and put into effect by certain Power 8 has been based
for the most part more cm na tional or bloc considera tions than on a global

perception of the poperly conceived interests of the international community.
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Am a rebuttal of the ob jective criticism that the emergence of nuclear weapons
ham oonnidoubl} compl icated the effort8 to preserve internationa peace and
security by giving rise to the risk Of the annihilation of human ecivilisation, it
is generally argued that the nuclear deterrent ham the mer it Oof safeguarding the
balance between the bloos and protecting the world against the unleashing of a new
inter national conflagr ation.

Seductive am that argument may be, it represents the trees that prevent us
from seeing the woods. FOr the nuclear deterrent has prevented neither the almost
exclusive localization Of armed conflicts in the developing countries nor the
participation Of a number Of militarily strong ad nuclear-weapons Powers IN more
than a hundred confl late and military oper ations outside th+i: ter ritor ies,

In addition, that doctrire hus ® {r ik ingly encouraged military compe tition, to
the point where there exist today nuclear #xsenals whose strike force is entirely
out of proportion to potential targets. In its turn, the sense Of vulnerability to
nuclear Wweapon8 underlies the search for a way t0o strengthen strategic defence
systems.

Furthermore, the nuclear deterrent ham enabled it8 possessors to wield a
military md strategic superiority over Oother states which they are anxious to
preserve and even to strengthen by pleading for the non-proliferation Of nuclear
weapons without in return providing non-nuclear States Wwith guarantees against the
use oOr threat of use of such weapons,

The |0gio der iving from the mer its attr ibuted {0 the nuclear deterrent thus
dictate8 that it should be equally shared, in other words that all States should be
in a position to acyuire nuclear weapons in order tO shelter themselves from any
threat Of aggression, inter ference Or intervention.

In him latest report on the work of the Organization, the Secretary-General

said:
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*The development8 of the past month8 have not been fortuitoue. They are
the result of diplomatic aotivity sustained over the years by the United
Nations and recently intensified. On matters of international peace and
security, the principal organs of the United Nation8 have increasingly
functioned in the manner envisaged in the Charter. The working relationship
Of the &our ity Counoil and the Secretary-General has rarely if ever been
closer", (A/43/1, p. 2)

Furthermore, while welcoming the fact that the recent improvement in
intunational relation8 at the global level ha8 opened new possibilities for
successful action by the world body, the Secr etary-Gener al notes that millione
around the world have had a gratifying demons tration of the potential of the
Organization and the validity of the hopes they place in it.

In my delegation:'s view, such ob jective and perceptive judgemente, deriving
from a great nobility of vision, call for us profoundly and seriously to reflect on
future action to be undertaken to extinguieh all hotbed8 of tension, to eliminate
the rieke and causes Of oonfrcntation and thus to etrengthen internatiorral peace
and security .

The positive evo’ ution Sxper ienced in the past three year s in inter nationa
political relation8 confirm8 the validity of the three following demands linked to
the strengthening of the wor 14 balance.

First, owing to the growing and multifaceted interdependence among nations,
security - whether national, regional or in terna tional - cannot be conceived in
exclusively military term8, nor can it be compartmentalized according to different
motivations Or ehort-term needs. In that respect, the success of effort8 to
preserve and etrengthen international peace and security remains linked to a global
and balanced vision and thus transcends conceptions of security based almost

exclueively on national or bloc considerations.
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Secondly, the system of aolleotive security provided for by the Charter
constitutes a solid foundation on whioh all efforts to prevent threats or end
disruptions of peace should be built. In that approach, the pelitical will Of
States is a powerful lever for breaking deadlock8 and promoting the political
Settlement Of disputes and conflicts.

Thirdly, in effectuating an improvement in the international climate by
establishing mutual trust favourable to both peaceful co-existence and
international co-operation, true disarmament is capable of having a lam ting and

positive impact on international peace end security.
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The bold nuolear disarmament initiatives taken recently by the two
super-Powers have the merit of highlighting the vauable contribution that
militarily significant State8 can make to world peace provided they met wide the
political, 1deological and strategic considerations which fuel military rivalries.

In the interests Of peace md international security, it is important for
theme initia tives to be the beginnning of an ir rever sible proceas of relaxa tion of
tension and reversal of the unbridled arms ram. Th is is a process which should
involve all other militarily significant States.

The persistence of regional conflicts md the detuicration of some of them
are a major challenge to the capacity of the Organisation to promote international
peace md security.

The relative successes and favourable prospects achieved in recent efforts at
peaceful erttlement Of such conflict8 perfectly illustrate the tremendous
possibilicies Of effective ‘mplementation of the collective security system
provided by the Charter.

The potential for settlement of Or ises possesced by the United Nation8 lie8
above al in the role of the security Council md the Secretary~General, in respect
for the aims and principle8 embodied in the Charter and in peace-keeping operationr

With respect to the role of the Security Council, paragraph 1 of Article 24 o
the Charter provides thatt

“In order to enmure prompt and effective action by the United Nations,
it8 Menbers confer cn the Ssecurity Council primary responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace and security, and agree that in carrying

Cut its duties under this responsibility the security Council acts on their
behalf’.
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To enable the Sscurity Council to oarry out these duties, specific powers have
been accorded it under Chapter8 VI, VII, VIII and XII, respactively on the pacific
eettlement of disputer, action with respect tO threats tO the peace, breaches of
the peace and rote of aggr ession, regional arrangements and the international
trusteeship system.

The exteneive power8 entrusted to the Counoil are designed to favour the full
exercise of its responaibilities in accordanoce With the aims and principles of the
United Nations. Unfortunately, the political and ideological confrontation between
the two bloecs and the undulying interests involved have been refloated within the
Counail in the form of frequent use of the veto, thus paralysing action by the
Council mach of the time.

This explain8 why there has been such deadlock and, indeed, a wor sening
situation in a number of different conflicts. It suffices for one permanent member
to be involved in a conflict to make it impossible for the Council to take any
decision on it,

However, in the quest for a eolution to the war between Iran and lIraq, the
spirit Of constructive dialogue, cohesion ad unity of action dieplayed by the
permanent member8 of the security Council in co-operation with the non-permanent
members, Mark8 an outstanding precedent in term8 of impact and efficiency. Thus,
for the first time in hietory, by it8 reeolution 598 (1987), adopted unanimously,
the security Council called on the partiee to the conflict to observe an immediate
cease-fire and withdraw all forces to the internationally recognized boundaries.
The rest is now known.

The lesson to be learned from this is that major cr ises can be coneidersd in
term8 of finding a begiming of the solution once all menbers Of the Sscurity
Council work together to overcome their pol itical and ideological differences and

address only the security interests of the international community.
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In ordu to improve East-West relationr, it is vital for the Council to direct
its ration towards increasing @® ffioiency in terms of finding just and lasting
solution' to contlict situations and ways Of preventing threats to peace. \With
that approach in mind, the holding of oonsultations periodically may be extremely
use ful.

Under Article 99 of the Charter, the Secretary-General may bring to the
ittention of the sscurity Counoil any matter which in him opinion may threaten the
maintenance Of international pesace and seaur ity.

The ef fective implementation of that Article involves at the same time
constant vigilance, clearsightedness and the total availability of the
Secretary-General ad active co-operation between him md the sscurity Council .

In this respect, we hare been able to see the political flair, the dynamiem
and the efficiency with which the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Peter de Cuellar,
has discharged him responsibilities. Him total commitment tc finding the solution
to regional conflicts has already been reflected in him great capacity for timely
use of the improvement in East-West relationi to bring about peace initiatives.

Furthermore, him tireless mediation efforts have had the merit of setting up
favourable conditions to begin the proocess of political settlement., His resolute
action refleot the invaluable contribution that he oan make. to the rettlement of
crises if he has the steady support Of all Member States of the United Nations and
especially the menbers of the Sacurity Council. Strengthening of hi8 means of
action and intervention would increase the capacity of the Organisation t0 promote
international peace and security.

Scrupulous respect for the aims and principles of the Charter is alro a very

necessary tool if we ue to avert threats t0 the internatiaral peace ad security

and tO extingu ish hotbeds Of tension.
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In this reapect it is important that in a number of cases the parties to 3

onflict have finally conceded that ths quest for a military solution is impossible
and that the United Nations is the appropriate framework for peaceful settlement.

It is also significant that there is an increasing recognition that the
normalisation of relations in a conflict md the restoration of peace depend on
respect for the asovereignty and territorial integrity of the States concerned, and
thur the cremation of acte oOf interference md aggressiomn, withdrawal of foreign
troops, and respect for the right of people8 to 8elfdetermination.

Peace-keeping operation8 are another important aspect of the means of action

available to the United WNa tionr in favour of balance in the world.

The reaent award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the peace-keeping forces Of the
United Nation8 represents more than international recogn ition of the outstanding
role that about 10,000 soldiers from 35 Member States play in difficult
circumetances, sometimes risking their lives, tO preserve peace in zones where it
is thr ea tened. This die .inction is alro a well-deserved tribute to the 550 men and
women who have per ished in the service of peace and international security in the
framework of three opera tions,

Peace-keeping oper ations have sometimes been the subject of or iticism because
of their relatively high cost and the observation that even if pursuved indefinitely
in certain cases, there is still a chance that they may not lead to the elimination
of the inherent causes of the conflict concerned. However, it must be recognized
that these operations hava lowered the level of tension. Furthermore, the path of

peace has soinetimes been a long one because of the complexity of certain conflict
situations. But the peace-keeping operations have bwn able to continue and are a
concrete mani festation of the commitment Of the Organ iza tion tO the peace ful

settlemen t Of confl icts.
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These Opuationr therefore require increased support from Member States and
every effort to rationalizse them should strengthen their ® fficiency, narticularly
by enabling observers t~ ® Xeraire their responsibilities without hindrance. This
involves, among other things, ircreased assistance from the parties to the confl ict.

The wind of change which ham been blowing for some time through international

political relation8 is favourable t0 the streagthening of international psace and
security.

The beginning of nuclear disarmament, the fact that the Geneva Accords are now
being applied, the cessation of hostilities between Iran md lIrag, the pursuit of
the efforts of mediation in Central Amer ica, the progress which ha8 bwn achieved
in the implementation of the Stookhold Agrwment and the positive development8 in
quadr ipartite negotiations cn Namibia are likely to favour the relaxation of
tension M d increase international trust.

Por there positive rem lts to be preserved and built en and for the prospects
of solution to quwtione that ue still outstanding to be realired, it is essential

in future for all peace effor ts tc be based on increaaed tr uet and co-oper ation to

etrengthen the role of the United Nations in maintaining international peace and

security.
In this teapot, the possibilities for action available to the United Natione,

inoluding the regional centres for peace, disarmament, security and development

should be fully utilized.
In any event, we ehould never lose sight of the fact that the advent of a more
peaceful md safer world also call8 for the elimination of hunger and poverty , a

settlement of the problem Of the massive external, incebtedness Of the developing

countries, the prevention of environmental degradation, *he total and permanent
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eradication of apartheid and sorupulous respect for the right of peoples tO
® rlfdmtrrmination .
In our search for a better world to livein, | ot us ® trivo to give the lie to
shakespeare'sassertionthat ® 00 @ X @A isthechicfenemyof mortals.

Mr . BADAWI (Byypt)s When thr United Nations war ® mtablimhrd 43 years
ago, Menber States committed themselvesto ® Wwing ® uooooding generations from the
socourge of war, to reaffirming faith in fundamental human rights, tO establishing
conditions of respsct for obligations arising from international |[aw and to
promoting @ (Oaial progress and better standards of life, For those ends, it is

® mmtiad that Menber States unite and co-operate tO maintain international peace

and ® rourity,
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This year the world community - and in partioular, the United Na tionm = ham
made successful efforts to SOlve a number of international prcblemm, thereby
providing a hetter political climate for co-operation between States and
demonstrating the strength and effectiveness of the United Na tiona Charter and the
collective security provisions it embodies. None the less, some important problems
in different parts of the world still remain and require increased international
co-opera tion in meek ing molutionm to them.

The international commun ity rhould acknowledge that positive developments have
ooourred and that it is through them that we tangibly reaffirm our full oommitment
to the Charter of the United Nations and itm faithful inplementation. One such
posi tive development, the ¢ irst of its kind in a long time, took place not long
ago, with the adoption by the &cur ity Counoil of remolution 598 (1987). This
indicates a growing awareness by the international community in general, and by the
Permanent members of the Security Counoil in particular, of the dangers of
neglecting regional confliots.

This recent renaissance of faith in the Charter of the united Nations on the
part of Menber States should not be temporary. It mhould add impetum to further
efforts and additional co-operation between the Metiers of the Organization, In
particular the metiers of the Security Council.

Egypt would like to underline the importance of sustained efforts by the
United Nations and its Secretary-General in contributing tC solving a number of
diaputes, In this regard | applaud the invaluable contribution to inter national
peace and security made by the tnited Nations peace-keeping operations. Egypt pays
a special tr jbute tCc them and shares with the rest of the world appreciation of the
recent award of the Nobel Puce Prize to them. We have never doubted their
efficiency in maintaining peace, particularly since the first Of these forces were

deployed in the Middle East.
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while aware of ther inherent right of s elf=defence, Member States must aim at

preserving and promoting peace at the lowest possible level of armaments, while at

the same time ensuring that their security is not jeopardised. A military build-up

by one State can constitute a threat to another and jeopardize nNot only its
security but that of the international oommunity as a whole. Real examples of that
wet @ seen NOt long ago in var ious par tm of the world where cases of confl lot, i ¢
left, could have involved the interference Of outside forces, thus turning the
meourity of the world inte a mituation of chaocs and despair .

We are also conscious of the different political sys tems adopted by States.
However , their di fferences should in noO way constitu te a hindr ance tO our
endeavours tO strengthen peace and security. Security oan be attained only through
ollective measures recogniz ing concerns of other 8 and within the oontext of global
effortm to maintain international puce and security.

Cur inability to redress some conflict mituationr ham been due to a large
degree to the absence of political will on the part of some Member States to
interpret properly the collective mecurity provisions in the Charter. part of the
stalemate can also be attributed to the ineffectiveness of the security Council in
handl ing some contemporary problems threatening international peace and mecurity
and to the lack of co-operation between itS members. The sacurity Council, as the
organ of the United Nations with primary responsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and mecurity, must r ise to its obligations and interpret its
role effectively.

In its pursuit of a better and secure world, the international community must
continue to take concrete actions, in a manner that accords with the basic purposes

of the United Nations Charter. In this regard Member States have to respect and
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remain committed to the United Nations Charter and its collective security
peovisions. The Charter should remain the only basis of the international security
system,

The permanent menbers of the Seourity Counoil murt continue t0 show political
will, as thry did not long ago, and incresse their co-operation in order to allow
the organ with thr primary responsibility for the maintenance Of international
peace ad security to fulfil its functions.

There must be respect for the principle of equal r ights and self-determination
of peoples -most specifically granting thr right of self-determination to the
Palestinian people, a right which is constantly denied. A few days ago the State
of Palestine was proclaimed. Egypt recognizes that State and thinks its
proclamation is a positive step on the road to the attainmant of peace and
stability to the region, To this end, Egypt urges the world community to provide
every assistance possible tO permit the Palestinian people to live on their own
land peacefully and to Qtermine their future freely in accordance with the rules
and norms of international law. If we all declare our full commitment to the
United Nations Charter, how can we abide by me part of it while neglecting
another? Consistency in our action is required.

Last year EQypt stated that it would contribute constructively to the
discussion of the item entitled "Comprehensive system Of international peace and
security”. we altempted to ®  xplain our position during the deliberations. OQur
basic rerervation on last year's draft resolution, particularly at the voting
stage, was that it seemed t0o be putting the cart before the horse, implicitly
agreeing that such a system was necessary before actually Jdiscussing it. This
year 's draft has gone a long my towards redreuing this poblem, we shall,
however continue to have comments regarding draft rerolution A/C.1/43/L.74 and

shall constructively oonvey there comments t0O the sponsors. | should, however,
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like to emphasize that we are considering this item in the context of making the
present United Nation8 system more effective and not, at this stage at least, with
a view tC establishing any new system.

I turn to another important subject Cn our agenda - "Strengthening of security
and co-operation in the Medi terr anean region”. My delegation would 1 Ike to 8 tress
the importance it attaches to the issue, Bgypt is of the Dbelief that security in
the Mediterranean area cannot be dealt wi th independently from that of Burope .
Bgypt has time and time again stressed the importance Of this interrelationship in
vuioue forum. Howwer, in the Medi terr anean region there remain spots of
tenaion, which if left and neglected could lead tc dire results having perniaioue
conrequencee for international peace and security as a whole and for the security
of the states of the area in particular.

In this context, Bgypt believee that the need to find a solution to the
Ar ab~Israeli conflict cannot be ignored any longer. Rejection by some of
recognition of the legitimate r ight Of the Palestinian people to live inside secure

borders and in peace can only lead t0 a continued aggravation Of the situation in

the area.

Bgypt would also like tc state that the stockholm Document ehculd not reman
one addressed only to Europe, but should be adopted t0 have a more effective
character for the purpose of intensifying the security of States - those in Europe
as Wwell as the other Medi terr anean States.

We must remain committed to the principles embodied in the Charter if we all

wish to preserve a eucceeeful tni ted Nations capable of dealing with any kind of

problem, no matter the degree Of intensification.
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Mr . TAEB (Afghanistan):s At the present session Of the General Assembly
the First Committee is continuing to consider items 71, 72 and 73, with regard to
international security queetione, in a new international atmosphere. The work of
the General Assembly at its forty-third session has testified that a useful and
constr uctive dialogue has replaced confronta tion, with approaches aimed at finding
appropriate solutions to the global and regi~mal problem facing mankind., As |
indicated in my earlier statement, a number of positive developments that have
taken place in the past several months have had a significant impact On the

relaxation of tension in the international arena
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The main purposes of Our Organisation, as ® nrhrined in its Charter, are to
maintain international peace and security, to develop friendly relations among
nations and to achieve international co-operation in solving international problems.

Despite the unfortunate events of war and destruction &ring the past four
decades; the Organisation 's auccess in carrying out its main purpaee is
remarkable. We applaud its efforts, and we hope that the joint and conrtruative
efforts of all Member states may further contribute to enhancing the role ot the
United Nations in building a secure world in which all nations, large and small,
can 1 ive in peace breed on jus tice.

There is a general recognition that the prablem Of international security is a
canplicated one. The various aspects of the question need hard work and political
determination on the part of all states. The delegation of the Republic of
Afghanistan beliwea, a8 do many others, that the problems of disarmament,

developnent and security are globally connected. It should be noted that some
guestions relating to those interdependent problems continue tO be discussed in
var ioue United Nations bodies and at multilateral, reqional and bilateral Iwels
outside the United Nations.

When we talk about a comprehensive system of international p ace and security
we mean a world without nuclear and other weapons Of mass destruction, a wald
without violence, without domination, without exploitation or superiority.
Therefore, we etrongly believe that the security of one can only be assured through
the security of all. unforiunately, different concepts with regard to that issue
still exist., My delegation does not share the concept of security through further
escalation of the arms race. On the contrary, high lwels of armaments, both
guantitatively and qualitatively, put the world in a more dangerour situation.

There is no need to bring figures and facte before the Committee to convince it
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that the present Iwel of nuclear weapons in the world is encugh to destroy our

en tire planet several timer over .

There is also no need to repeat that military expendituras, particularly in
the dweloped countries, which ares intended tc increase their military capability
through the creation and purchase of new and sophisticated weapons, continue to
swallow up tremendous financial and military resources while millions of people,
suffering from pover ty and ehortagee of food, clothing and medicine, are depr ived
of normal life. Any step taken in the sphere of disarmament should therefore also
promote developnent. The financial, natural and technological resources now
dwoted to military purposes should be reallocated to improve the s tandard of
living of the poorest people. In cur view this is an extremely important element
in etrengthening international security.

We think that the present non-confrontational approaches, rising above
individual and selfish interests in the international arena, are capable of leading
our discussions to a more fruitful conclusion.

wi th the improvement of East-Wee t relations wad the emergence of favourable
conditions for the achievement of eignificant progrees in the process Of nuclear
diearmament, verification and the settling of regional conflicts, a new era of hope
hae begqun. Nonetheless, with regard to regional conflicts it should be noted that
the situation still remains tense in the Middle East, in southern Africa and in
Central America. The peoples of those regions, like al other s, need peace and
justice.

We should |ike to express cur deep concern that since the entry into force of
the Geneva Agreements relating to Afghanistan on 15 may 1988 the hopes of our
people - and, indeed, of the international community - for the restoration of peace

in the country and the region have not yet mater ialized. The reason for that
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situation is the non-implementation of the Geneva Agreements and their open
violation by the other main party to them. we believe that the striect
implementation of the Geneva Agreements constitutes a firm basis for the
improvement Of relations in South West Asia and the cause of international peaoce

and security. Mich romaine to be done for the realisation of those hopes.

The state of the world today requires that all states, large and small,
developed and developing, regerdless of their social, economic and political
backgrounds, act more responsibly to build a comprehensive security system on an
equal basis fcr all.

The Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security adopted in 1970
and the peclaration on the Enhancement of the EC fectiveners of the Principle of
Refraining from the Threat or use of Force in International Relations unanimously
adopted 1last year laid down the bases for concrete effortr in fwour of the
creation of a comprehensive system Of international peace and security.

In conclusion, My delegation would like t0O express the view that, with regara
to the problem of international security, the Committee should focus its effortr on
removing differences and working out a universal concept Of the issue acceptable to

all Member States,

The meting rose at 11.40 a.m.




