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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 71, 72 and 72 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE: CDNSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON DRAF T RESOLUTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY AGENDA ITEMS

Mr. ARNOUSS (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): The
first Article of the United Na tions Charter clearly defines what is needed to
maintain international peace and ¢ ycurity - namely the adoption of effective
collective measures for the prevention and elimination of threats to peace, the
deterrence of aggression, the peaceful settlement of disputes, the promotion of
friendly relations between nations through respect for the right of
Self-determination and equal sovereignty, the upholding of the rights of man and,

last but not least, the resolution of international economic, social, cultural or

humanitarian problems.

Al though more than 43 years have now passed since the adoption of the Charter ,
the aspirations of its authors are still valid and very much needed in this day and
age. Respect for the principles and purposes of the Charter remains essential if
we are to solve the numerous and very real problems which beset our world and
eliminate the grave threats that endanger international peace and security the
world wer.

Few are the regions of the world which enjoy a measure of comprehensive
security. The other regions lack that security. In reviewing the international
situation ir all its aspects, it would be wrong to focus only on one speci fic
agpect of international security and ignore the others. Since we 1 ive in an
integrated interdependent world, we cannot deny that peace is an indivisible
whole. International peace cannot be maintained unless all countries enjoy equal
security. This means that the security of some cannot be maintained at the expense

of the security of others. Genuine security necessitates the elimination of all
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the factors that undermine sacurity in the world. Foremost among those are
colonialism, foreign occupation, racialism, apartheid and the denial of the r ights
of the oppressed peoples to self-determination and realisation of their national
aepir ations.

The pxevailing international circumstances are complex and difficult. Under
those circumetances, the international situation continues t o deteriorate.
Political, economic and social tensions worsen under the weight of the endemic
imbalances in international relations and the uae Or threat of use of force becomes
the norm. Nuclear weapons proliferate and are aoguired by the racist régimes. The
occupation of the territories of others and the repression of the liberation
movements of peoples continue under various pretexts. The gap between the
indus tr ialized and the developing countries continues to widen. All three and many
others are factors which heighten international tensions, undermine security and
cause ins tab ili ty in the world. This makes it our duty to consider seriously and
responsibly the various problems besetting the peoples of the world and try to find
appropriate and just eolutione for those problems wi VI in the framework of our
inter national organ iz ation, in line with the g inciples and purposes of its Charter.

The Conference of the Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Countries held in
Nicosia in September of this year reiterated that since the accumulation of
weapons, in particular nuclear weapons with their mass annihilation effect,
constitutes a threat to the continued survival of mankind, it has become imperative
that states abandon their goal of unilateral security through armament and embrace
the objective of common security through disarmament. within the fr amework of

recent developments vindicating the position of the Non-Aligned Movement — the

Ministers once again rejected the i&a that world peace eould be maintained through

nuclear deterrence, a doctrine that lies at the root of the continuing escalation,
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in terms of quantity and quality, of nualear weapons and has in fact |led to greater

insecurity and instability in international relations then ever before. Hence, 1O
rely on nuclear leverage is to acocept a perpetual community of fear that
oontradicts the Charter of the United Nations and the approach and principles of

the Final Doocument of the tenth special session of the General Assembly, the f irst

special session devoted to disarmament, and those contained in the Declarations of

the Conferences of Heads of State or Government of the Movement of Non-Aligned

Coun tr ies.,




EMS/3 A/C.1/43/PV.49
6

(Mr. Arnouss, Syr lan Arab Republic)

The Ministers further reaffirmead the olcse interrelatedness of disarmament,
the relaxation of international tension, respect for the purposes and pr inciples of
the Charter of the United Nations - in particular, the sovereign equality of all
States, the peaceful settlement of disputes and non-reocourse to the use or threat
Of use of force against the territorial integrity and unity or the political
independence of any State = the total elimination of colon ial ism, apartheid and all
other forms of racial discrimina*ion, aggression and occupation, respect for the
right to self-determination and national independence, respect for human rights,
economic and social development and the strengthening of international peace and
secur ity .

We are all aware of the difficulties the United Nations enoounters in trying
to achieve the purposes of the Charter and uphold its principles. We are convinced
that unless the United Nations is enabled to play its role in maintaining
international peace and securi ty and solving the problems of the world 's peoples,
it will be no easy taek to safeguard the international community and ensure for it
a secure exlstence free from fear, uncertainty, inastability and tension.

The main problem that impedes the achievement of genuine international
security is the increasing militarization of the concept of sacurity and the
attempt to ensure the security of certain States at the expense of others. The
result is an ongoing premeditated violation of the tenets of international law and
an escalating recourse to the use of pressure in the imposition of foreign
interest8 cm the countries of the developing world. The question of security in
1ts totality should be viewed in the context of genuine international co-operation
within the framwork of the United Nations and total commitme:t to its Charter.
Consequently, there must be an unremitting effort to find just solutions for the

world's problems and thereby ease international tensions.
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The efforts of the Uni .ed Nations should be credited, &we all else, with the
decisive contribution to the ending of colonialism and enabling the peoples who
were under the yoke of foreign hegemony to liberate themselves, annede to
independence and lay the foradations of international economiec security in the
context of a new international economic order. It can be said that, despite the
difficulties it has faced, the United Nations has been able to entrench the concept

of security, help shed light en the dangers posed by racialism and apartheid and
highlight the devastating role played by the two racist rédgimes in occupied

Palestine and south Africa in sabotaging every prospeot of a stable situation of
international security based on full respect for the national rights of States.
The role of the tnited Nations has been consolidated lately. The
international arena has recently witnessed acreement between the United States and
the Swiet tnion and a renewal of the role of the united Nations in the maintenance
of international peace and secur ity. At last, the Organisation has been able to
start solving a nunber of cegional conflicts, but there remains a great aeal to be
done by the tnited Nations. The Middle East and southern Africa continue to be the
two regions of highest tension. This is due to the existence of the apar theid
régime in Pretor ia and the settler~-expansionist régime in occupied Palestine and
the continued occupation by force of the territories of others in violation of the
Charter and United Nations resolutions. This is compounded by the brutal
repression practised by the two rdgimea, and the collabcxation which exists between
t.em in various guises in oppressing and committing acts of aggression against the
peoples of South Africa, Namibia and Palestine as well as the peoples of other
countr ies of the two regions. One cannot under stand how there could be talk of

interna tional peace and security in the absence of international co-opera tion to
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pt an end to such a situation and eliminate once and for all the causes of tension
in those two regions.

While on the subject of the Middle East, we Should recall that the
Mediterranean is teeming with foreign navies and military bases, whose arsenals are
filled with nuclear and conventional weapons of mass dstruction. Those arsenals
have been used against the countries of the region = as in the cases of the act of
agor ess ion age inst Libya, the Israeli aggression against Tunisia and the military
manoeuvres Off the coasts of Mediterranean countries in a show of force intended to
threaten, intimidate and exert pressure in full collaboration and do-ordination
with Israel.

The minister ial Conference of ncn-aligned countr lee dealt with this issue.
Reviewing the situation in the Medi terranean, the Ministers noted with regret the
continued military and naval presence with nuclear capability and the existen. 3 Of
hotbeds of crisis, occupation and aggression in the region. Thay emphasized that
no motive or pretext could justify the threat or use of force, interference in the
internn. affairs of Mediterranean countries or the creation of situations that
oould have such consequences,

The Ministers called on all States, and in particular the Mediter ranean

European sta tee, to respect the provisions of the valetta Declaration, especially
the need to adnhere strictly to the principie of ncn-use of force or threat of use
of force, and urged them not to use their armaments, forces, bases and other
military facilities against ncn-aligned Mediterranean States and not to permit
foreign forces to use their territory, waters or airspace to launch acts of
aggression against non-aligned countr ies.

They welcomed and fully suppor ted the decisions adopted by Minister s for

Foreign Affairs of non-aligned Mediterranean wuntries, held at Brioni, Yugoslavia,

on 3 and 4 June 1987, as well as their further activities based thereon and aimed
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at promting an open and constructive dialogue on security and co-operation in the
Msditerranean. They par ticularly weloo “ed the efforts, following the Br ioni
meeting, aimed at opening a dialogue with other European countries, particularly
Mediterranean ones, with a viw to promoting relations in the Mediterranean through
co-operation. In that context, they welcomed the decision to hold the next
minister ial meeting of Mcditerranean member g in Algier 8 in early 1989,

My delegation strongly supports declaring the Mediterranean a zone of peace,
8 ecur ity and co-oper ation, free from confrontation and conflict. We support the
efforts aimed at promting security and co-operation in that region in accucrdance
with resolutions of the Movement of Nn-aligned Countr ies and the United Nations
and in par ticular the ef for ta of non-aligned Medi terr anean Sta tea to ease tens ion
and promote co-operation between themselves and Buropean States with a view to
achieving mitual security between Europe and the Mediterranean. To speak of
Buropean security while the security of the Mediterranean is ignored is a futile
exercise in view of the organic interrelationship of the two regions. Redisti C
thinking and logic make it clear that the security of either region cannot be

achieved without the parallel security of the other.
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To speak Of European eecuri ty while ignoring security in the Mediterr anean region

is futile in view of the fundamental link between the two. In the circumstances,
it stands to reason that seocurity in either of those regions is dspendent upon the
maintenance of security in the other.

Mr. ADAM (Sudan) (interpretation from Arabic)s More than 40 years after

the widespread devastation caused by the Ssecond World War, the peoples of the world

have become fully convinced that the qualitative and quantitative aooumulation of
armaments cannot guarantee peace and security, on the contrary, military doctrine8
of deterrence, particularly nuclear deterrence, have led to the emergence of

mill tary blocs and strategic alliances, which have extended to the four corners of
the earth, resulting in continual military threats, a climate Of suspicion and a
lack of confidence and trust, which have in turn exacerbated the arms race, both
guantitatively and qualitatively. In spite of some positive trend8 which have

emerged recently, the logical outcome of this terrifying development can be summed

up as follows.

International relations are still marked by rivalry with regard to zones of
strategic economic and even , sometimes, ideological influence. Some parts of the
world are still subjected to policies of domination and exploitation. The arms
race = in particular the nuclear arms race -~ has been neither halted nor even
slowed down. The threat or use of force is still widespread. Military
intervention is still a feature of the policies of the major Powers and of the
outlook of the bloc8 they lead. The occupation of foreign territory by military
force is still practised al though the twentieth century is drawing to a close. The
independence, sovereignty and terrltor ial integrity of many small States are still

cons tan tly under threat.
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In spite of the grim pioture | have outlined, which has existed for decades,

the rapprochement now emerging between the United Sstates and the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics, which oulminated in the Treaty between the tnited states of
Amer ica and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republios on the Elimination of Their
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, has created a more positive
international climate, which enocourages us to hope that the current confrontation
and distrust will disappear, to be replaced by ddtente and the preeerva tion of
common. interests. The international commun ity now hopes for further nuclear and
strategic arme [imitation agreements, for the elimination of the hotbeds of
regional and international tension &nd for the etrengthening of machinery for
maintaining and preserving international peace and security, especially the United
Nations. The international community therefore hopes that all the provisions of
the Declaration on #- Strengthening of International Security will be

impl emen ted .

The détente now prevailing between the wot 1d's two major Power s and their
bilateral negotiations, which have consequently proved fruitful at times, are very
much welcomed in the context of discussions on inter national secur ity at all
forums. Yet, despite the importance of those gains for international peace and
security, we should not disregard the importance of multilateral negotiations,
which supplement and lend new momentum to bilateral negotiat:ions.

If we genuinely wish to achieve real international security, we must turn to
certain key elements conducive to such security and endeavour to strengthen tneir
founda tiona.

The fir et key element is the United Nations Charter. States must respect
commitments entered into under the Charter. ‘this is a primary responsibility which

cannot be avoided for the sake of national interests. The fir et step towards
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achieving international security is to ensure that the uUnited Nations Charter is
respected in letter and in spir it and that foroe is not threatened or used.
Disputes must be settled by peaoeful means, and corises and hotbeds of tension,
whiah directly threaten international peace and security, should be eliminated in
accordance with the provisions Oof the Charter. In otiher words, countries should
respact and make effective use of the pr inciple of collective sacurity in the
poll tical sense, and give up the ongoing arms race , particular Ly in parts of the
world such as Western Europe, the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean, where there
are large acoumula tions of armaments.

The second key element is the peinciples ~€ international law, which all
oountries must respect and obey in order that right may triumph over might.

The third key element is the United Nations, which was set up to fill the void
felt by the peoples of the world after the devastating effects of the Second wWorld
War. The Member States laid down a clear-cut and essential role for the
Organization in the maintenance of international peace and security and economic
and social develupment in the interests of mankind. The strengthening of the rol
of the United Nations in those vital areas should not be simply a matter for
academic discour se. On the contrary, all States must endeavour by every possible

means to strengthen the role of the Organ ization and ensure that it is not wed to

further strategic national interests.

The fonr th key element is the Secur ity Council. The vital importance of
enabling the sscurity Council to discharge its responsibilities for the maintenance
of international peace and security is increasing daily. Recent events have shown

that the Ssecurity Council can be effective in resolving serious regional conflicts
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and eliminating hotbeds of tension which threaten the intunational community. It
is thus of the greatest importance to strengthen the effectiveness and mandate of
the Council in accordance with thr prineiples of the Charter. The exercise of the
right of veto has often weakened the role of the Council and preveuted it from
discharging its responsibilities and mandate with regard to important problems,
such as the situation in the Middle Bast, including the full exercise by the
Palestinian people of its rights and the halting of Israel's aggressive and

¢ xpansionist policies. This also applies to the situation in southern Afr ica,
where the Pretoria Qovunment is pureauing its policy of aparthaid, which has been
condemned by the international community. It is the duty of the Permanent Mamber s
of the Security Council to strive to ensure that all Council resolutions are put

into effect, in accordance with the Council’s responsibilities under the Charter.
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Furthermore, in connection with the role of the 8ecurity Quncil and the
United Nations, we should also mention the role of the Secretary-General in the
implementation of the decisions of the Organisation relating to the maintenance of
inter national peace ané¢ secur ity . We cannot but commend the S8ecretary-General for
the role he has played, particularly in recent events, in reducing, and indeed
eliminating, tension in many par ta of the world. We also deeply respect and
appreciate the important role played by the United Nations Peace-keeping Forces,
for which they wore awarded the Nobel Peace Prise this year.

Sudan, as a developing and non-aligned country, is convinced) like so many

other countries, that the doctrine of deterrence, particularly nuclear deterrence,

cannot guarantee international peace and security in any reliable way. If
adherence to the programme of action laid down by the first special session of the
general Assembly devoted to disarmament is the principle fram which we must not
depart, scrupulous observance of the principle of colleotive security remains the
only viable option for breaking the vicious circle of fear, die trust and rivalry
prevailing today. The danger threatening international peace and security is not
just military, but also involves the economic, social and human dimensions of
societies.

The world will not know lasting peace until it has resolved international
econunic problems, particularly those affecting developing countries, and has
established a stable and forward-looking international economic or&r guaranteeing
justice for all.

Sudan welcomes all initiatives taken to strengthen the principles of
international peace and security within the framework of the Charter and role of
the United Nations.

Mr. VONGBAY (Lao People’s Democratic Republic) (interpretation from

French) | My delegation is pleased once again this year to participate in the
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debate on the aruoial question of the strengthening of international peace and

security. We would like to pay tribute to the exemplary spirit of compromise and
concession evinced by the socialist countries, the original sponsors of the item
entitled “A comprehensive system of inter national peace and security” which has
been considered by the Qneral Assembly since its forty-first session. The item is
now entitled "Comprehensive approach to strengthening international peace and
seaurity in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations".

The opinions expressed in the S8ecretary-General's Report (A/43/732) dated
20 October 1988, have no doubt contributed to the adoption of such language. In
view of the crucial importance of the question under consideration and the urgent
need to develop and intensify constructive international dialogue on that matter »
my delegation has become a sponsor of the draft resolution currently before the
Committee, as it did with similar draft resolutions in the past.

I should now like to explain the views of my Qvernment on international peace
and security , the close interdependence between those and other concepts no less
crucial to the fate of mankind, such as disarmament and development, and on the
ways and means of reinforcing global international peace and security.

To us, as to the overwhelming majority of the Member States of the world
Organization, peace and security mean more than absence of war. That understanding
is extremely rational and plausible during this nuclear and space era. There is no
more sacred duty or more urgent task for States than to combine their efforts and
strength in order to dispel the threat of nuclear holocaust, which hangs over
mankind like the sword of Damocles. That task would be to make concrete and
effective the measures for limiting arms and disarmament, particularly within the

nuclear doma in.
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In that conneotion, Laos, 1 lke all peace-loving Sta tea and peoples, welcomes the
ratifica tion in Mesocow |last Juno of the Treaty between the United States of Amer ica
and the union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, an entire category of nuclear
missiles. It is reassuring to note that the implementation of that historio Treaty
is currently proceeding properly. The international community keenly hopes that
the Soviet and American negotiators in Geneva will be able to put the final touches
to the draft treaty on the reduotion of their offensive strategic arsenals by

50 per cent within the framework of strict respect for the provisions of the 1972
anti-ballistic miss ile Treaty as soon as possible. However , it is unfortunate that
multilateral negotiations on measures to limit arms and disarmament, particularly
in the nuclear sphere, are still lagging due to the well-known dilatory attitude of

those who refuse to depart from the dangerous military doctrine of seeking security

by accumulating weapons rather than by means of disarmament.

It is interesting to recall that the intunational community, particularly the
Non-Aligned Movement, rejects and condemns the apocalyptic doctr ine of nuclear
deterrence that imperils the very survival of mankind. It is crucial that all
States subscribe to the idea prevalent to&y that all States, large or small, rich
or poor and whatever their ideology, have the right to undiminished security at a
level of armaments and armed forces that are as low as possible. Hence it is
necessary for all the states Of the planet to address themselves to aspects of
peace and security that are non-military, that is to say, political, economic,

socio-cultural, humanitar ian, ecological and other aspects.
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It is reassuring to note that the intunational community, and particululy

the overwhelming majority of Member Stabs of the United Nations and the
Non-Aligned Movement , have become increuingly awue of the seriousness of such
problems and the u gent need to solve them before it is too late.

Peace and security, oonsidued in global terms and from the standpoint of
their dialectical interdependence, can be strengthened only by global and
integrated moans, calling for wide-ranging international solidarity ad oclose
oo-operation on the part of all States and peoples. It is a herculean task, whose
accompl ishment would require that States evince the necessary political will, a
spirit of selflessness and altruism for the ultimate good of mankind, that they
reject their aspirations to power and domination and accept to consider others as
ejual partners, human beings, rather than adversuirs t be fought or slaves. All
those ideals oocupy a place of honour in the United Nations Charter, in its
preambular and operative parts alike. If the system of ocollective secur ity as
globally conceived and as provided for in the Charter, ham not functioned as it
should have, it is precisely because some States have not rigorously implemented
the fundamental provisions it contains with regard to the maintenance of

international peace and security and the means to achieve them.
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Among the fundamental pr inciples of internatiaonal law expliocitly and
impl ioitly included in the Charter we see, in par ticular respect for the
soverelgnty, equality, political independence and territorial integrity of States,
non-intervention and non=-inter ference in domestic affair a, non-recourse to the
threat or use of force, the peaceful settlement of disputes, self-determination, in
par ticular the inalienable r igh t of all states to chootar their awn political,
economic, souial nd cultural system free from any interference whatsoever from
another State, respect for human rights and fundamental free&me, co-operation
among States and the implementation in good faith by Sta tes of obligations that
they have entered into under the United Nations Charter . The nun-appl ication or
the breach of these sacrosanct principles by some States explain; why tragic
confliots and eituatione of tension in var ioue par ts of the woi 1d@ not only per sist

today but, in the case of some of them at least, are becoming intansified and

wor sen ing .

Thue the world is still standing power lees before acte of brutal repreasion,
aggression and destabilisation committed with impunity by the oriminal system of
apartheid aga inst the major ity black populations in S8outh Afr ica, Namibia and the
front-1 ine sta tee.

In the Middle East the Palestinian people and other Arab peoples in occupied
territories continue to be the victims of Zionist acts of repression. However, the
heroic str uggle of the martyred Paleetin ian people tO ensure the exercise of their
inalienable fundamental right.6 has recently taken a decisive turn with the
proclamation by the Palestine National Council of the State of Palestine in its
homeland , w 1 th Jet uealem as i ts capi tal . That is an historic decision about which

the Lao people and Government have rejoiced and to which we give our entire support.
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In Central America efforts and initiativea to achieve regional peace are being
bloaked by ewogenous, destabiliz ing manceuvres., I|n other parts of the world,
particularly in Pacific Asia and South-East Asia, military and para-military
threats continue, although at different levels, for well known reasons.

In order to encourage the improvement in the international climate, brought
about by the positive results of a ser ire of SOy let-Amer ican summit meetings, the
states of the South-East Asian region have redoubled their efforts to find a just
and lasting political solution to the problems that relate to the maintenance and
reinforcement of peace and stability in that region, inoluding the Kampuchean
problem. As | have already said in a previous statement in the Commit-ee on the
item relating to diearmament, the Lao delegation, on behalf of the three countrise
of Indo-China, put forward, in the oouree of the Jakarta Informal Meeting last
July, a seven-point proposal to make Sou th-East Asia a denuclearized zone of peace,
freedom, neutrality, fr iendsh ip, and co-oper ation. The essen tial pr inciplee
underlying our proposal are in keeping with the spirit and letter of the United
Nations Charter with regard to the rules of civilized conduct that should be
adopted by States in their international relatione. Hence, we have advocate9 that
any dispute, whether it be - political, economic, border or other dispute, must be
solved by means of negotiation or by other peaceful meane as stipulated in the
Un.ted Nations Charter. In this vein we hope with all our heart that the border

problem that is pitting our ocountry against one of our immediate neighbour8 can be

solved by means of negotiation as speedily as possible.

Everyone acknowledges the fact that the state of the world is not good in all

areas but one must prcvide means to remedy the situation and to settle the

difficulties and differences of opinion that arise because of the persistence of

conflicts of interest among States throughout the world. After all, the purpose of
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our debate here is to try to narrow the differences of view and thus to be able to

achieve a balance of interests. Laos welcomes all in itia tives and proposals that
have been put forward to date with a view to reinforcing peace and general security.
In general terms, we welcome the politioal-philosophical refiections and the

concrete proposals put forward by Mr. Mikhail Gorbachev, General 3ecretary of the

Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in his article

published in 1987, entitled "Reality and safeguards for a secure world® together

with the essential ideas contained in the report put forward by the Soviet Union

entitled “Towards general security through strengthening the role of the United

Nations”.

We welcome the positive, constructive work of the Special Committee on the
Charter of the tnited Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role of the
Organ is ation., The most important document it submitted to the Goneral Assembly

this session for consideration, is, without doubt, the draft declaration on the

prevention and removal of disputes and situations which may threaten international

peace and security and on the role of the tnited Notions in this field, contained

in paragraph 14, of document A/43/33.

According to the terms of this document the major bodies of the United
Na tions  namely, the Security Council, the General Assembly, the Secretary-General
and even the International Court of Justice could take preventive action in regard
to the maintenance of international peace and security, an area in which law is
8 till lack ing. 8o far as the States themselves are concerned a preventive role
must be assumed.

We must also pay a tribute to the Secretary-General and the Secur ity Council

for their positive contribution to the settlement of certain extremely canplex

regional oconfl icts . The draft Declaration, once adopted by the General Assembly,
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would supplement the set of existing instruments, in partiocular, the Declaration on
the Enhancement of the Bffectiveness of the Principle of Refraining from the Threat
or Use of Force in Intsrna tional Rela tions, instruments which, i f rigorously
implemented by States would contribute effectively to reinforeing international
peace and security.

In the contemporary world = which has become increasingly interdependent and
in which no State, however over-armed it might be, could escape the exterminating
effects if there were to be a nuclear holooaust one day because of accident,
miscalculation or a breakdown in the means of communication = there can be no
alternative for States or peoples of the planet but to live in peace with one
another and to develop oo-operation in all areas as the united Nations Charter
requires. That is to say, the policy of peaceful wexistence and of multifaceted
co-operation must be actively carried out on the basis of the principle Of the
pr imacy of law to the exclus ion of any reocour se to force.

That kind of matually advantageous co-operation, in order to be feasible,
would necessarily require that States evince the political will to make an
effective contribution to the elimination of the causes of poverty, misery, hunger,
disease and ignorance, scourges that still afflict an extremely large part of the
population of the world. The in ternational community  in our view, should redouble
its efforts to implement, completely and rigorously, the decisions and
recommendations contained in numerous General Assembly resolutions relating to the
establishment of a new inter national economic order, a new international
humani tar lan order, international oo-operation in regard to the environment, the
granting of independence to colonial countr ies and peoples, the final documents of
the special sessions of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament and the

International Conference on the Relationship between Disarrament and Development.
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These are the ways and means that have been prepared within the United
Nations, and their use would reinforce inter national peace and security from the
mili tary , poll tioal, eoonomio , humani tar lan, eaologioal and other aspects. These
are also the solid foundations for the secure world that my oountry will actively

partioipate in building.
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Mr. PITARKA (Albania) ¢ The preservation of international peace and
security has rightly been among the priority items on the United Nationa agenda
since the Organization's creation. Regrettably, throughout this period peace and
security have been gravely impaired in various regions of the world and have been
subject to continuous threats. However, the desires and aspirations of the peoples
have remained unvaryingly clear and straightforward in all that time. They are
genuine peace and international security , prosperity and development.

Notwithstanding those aspirations, the present international situation makes
it. clear that the elements which put world security in jeopardy still persist. |
shall mention just a few.

The arms race remains a real aud constant threat to international security.
The nuclear military arsenals of the two super-Powers, the United States and the
Soviet Union, offer no room for complacencys their uninterrupted improvement
increases the threats to international peace and security. The arms trade, with
all its negative political and economic consequences, heightens insecurity and
expands the threats that maintain existing local conflicts and provoke new ones.
Furthermore, the deepening of the eoonanic crisis, foreign debts and unfair
international econanic relations add to the negative factors that run counter to
the aspirations of the peoples to genuine peace and security.

We maintain that the problems of international peace and security cannot be
solved on a fair and rational basis by allowing them to be made into a monopoly in
the hands of the super-Powers, which have aways been known to tend to their own
interests above everything else. As we have Pointed out on more than one occasion,
it is our conviction that the establishment and screngthening of peace and security
on a wor ld-wide scale is a long proceas, which can yield positive results only
through the efforts of freedom-loving peoples and countries resolutely to oppose

the hegemonistic policy of the supec-Powers.
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| should like now to stats a few considerations on the item entitled
‘Strengthening of security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region”. In this
context, in our view, two points have always retained their actualitys the gravity
Of the Political and military situation in the region, which shows no signs of a
change for the better, and the long-stanulng aepirations and demands of the
Mediterranean peoples for security and co-operation, true to their vital interests
of peace,, genuine security and prosperity.

We hold the view “hat the foreign military presence of the two super-Powers,
the United States and the Soviet Union, and of the military blocs they command
constitutes the main and most perilous cause of confrontation in the Mediterranean
and the tension, unrest and conflicts that still persist in the reqion. |t 1is the
political and military strateqy of the super-Powers that has turned the
Mediterranean into a militarized sea with a vast concentration of armamenta Of all
kinds, including nuclear arms, Judging by the military situation, by the United
Sta tee and Soviet operations ‘n this bas in, it id clear that they s tr ive in every
possible way tc increase and consolidate their presence in the Mediterranean, to
put the t basin under comple te control in order to implement their hegemonistic and
expansionist aims.

No realistic and objective mind could ever accept the so~called reasons the
super-Powers offer to justify their military and political presence in the
Mediterranean, endeavouring to ascribe it to their defence ar? national security
interests. Rightly, the question is asked ¢ which countries are washed by the
Mediterranean waters, and what is the geograph ical distance between the
Mediterranean and the national boundaries of the possessors of such huge military

arsenals deployed in the Mediterranean? The very nature of the military potential

eta tioned there, the priority that has been attached to increasing the
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® ffeotivsness of the rapid-deployment and swift-combat forces testify to the rea
goals the super-Powers are out to attain in thr area.

Whenever the issue comer ander consideration, here at the United Nations or in
other international or regional forums, suoh as the ones in the Mediterranean, the
oonoun of the Mediterranean countries over the si.uation in their region s
increasingl®I0J00| 2= This is only rational an¢ absolutely justifiable, for, in
the final analysis, who could be more preoccupied with and interested jn real
seaurity and stability in the region than the Mediterranean countries themselves?
Therefore, ® vrry initiative or project relating to security in the HMediterranean
should necessarily oome from the Mediterranean oountries. It aho1ld take into
amount, rest on and be implemented in full conformi ty wi th their aspiration to
free the Mediterranean from all foreign military presence. The initiatives and
proposals emerging in the context Of the United States-Soviet rivalry and
collaboration, which have not fa .led to cover the Mediterranean as well, aim not at
withdrawsl fran the region, but at legalisation of a balanoed presence of both the
super-Powers, as their global interests demand.

The People'se socialist Republic of Albania follows with concern the course of
events that seriously disturb and agqgravate the situation in the Mediterranean. It
views them as dangrrour developmenta which impair peace and security as a whole,
and, primarily, the peace and stabil ity of each and every one of the Medi terransan
ooun tries. Turbulenae in the Mediterranean is fraught with grave consequences,
which, under certain conditionus, take the form of acts of aggression or other forms
of threat and blackmail. The Middle East conflict is a case in point that is still
a reality. we @ trongly desire that the Mediterranean be freed from the
long-accumulated military potential, from the super-Powers' fleets and bases. That
would eliminate the destabilizing elements brought into existence by their repeated

de.ons tra tions Of mi 14 tary ml ght .
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For its part, the People‘'s Socialist Republic of Albania condemns this
dangerous policy and activity. With the policy of a truly independent and
sovereign coun try , leading to aonoreta ac tions, it has ocarried out ite obligations
in rendering its assistance and its contribution to achieving stability in the
area. Its conatitution prohibits the deployment of foreign military bases,
armaments and troops in the territory of the reople's Socialist Republic of
Alban |la No facilities have ever been granted to foreign wa.ships for anchoring in
Albanian ports or off Albania's shores.

The delegation of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania reiterates that
the poll tical and mill tary presence of the United States and the Soviet Union in
the Mediterranean constitutes a real threat to the peoples and countries of the
region and beyond, a threat to their freedom, independence and sovereignty.
Genuine peace and stability in the Mediterranean, au in all parts of the world, can
be achieved only vuen foreign war fleets withdraw and foreign military bases are
closed « It will be brought about by resolutely opposing the super-Powers' aims of

becoming permanent residents in the region, by refusing them every kind of

Concession. The legitimate aspiration of “the Mediterranean to the
Medi terr aneans®, can be met only by removing th~ negative factors that have turned

it into a militarized sea.
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Mr. NQUYEN DUC HUNG (Viet Nam)s Mankind has created a terrible threat.

However, as has of ten happened in h is tory, it hae at the same time created the
conditions for removing that threat. Million8 of people are grappling with the
vital problems of war and peace, annihilation and survival.

In recent monthr, enocouraging, positive developments in world polities have
taken place that have not enly had a significant impact on the easing of
international tensions but have alro served as a new starting point along the road

to general and complete disarmament and ocontributed in a practical way to the

building of a non-violent world free of nuclear weapons, The two Soviet-United
States summit meetings, the ratification of the Treaty on the Elimination of
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles and the progress, modest though it
is, mde in the talks on a 50 per cent reduction in strategic nuclear arms
constitute important breakthroughs that have opened up the actual possibility of

achieving still greater results in the long struggle to rid mankind of the

nightmare Of a nuolwr holocaust. The strengthening and broaden ing of

international co-operation at the global and regional levels - an objective

necessity of our times - significantly encourages the process towards the
establishment of a world of peace, détente and co-operation.

At present, a distinctive feature of the international scene is the arrival of
a multitude of new States, all of them different but increasingly bound toge ther by
ties 0 f interdependence. Our world is contradictory but also integrated in many
respects., |f human civilization is to go forward, countries big and small,
developed and developing, from Eas t and Wart, North and South, cannot go on
confronting each other as in the past but must enter into dialogue and co-operation
With one another. As the Secretary-General of the tnited Nations wrote on the

occasion Of the fortieth anniversary of the thited Nations:
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“Never in hietory has there been a time when Gwwernments needed so mach
to co-operate with each other ,"

And, in his annual reports to the General Assembly, he has repeatedly stressed
that co-operation is not a choice for the na tions of the world but a necessity.
That approach is intimately linked with the idea of making peaceful co-existence a
un iversal etandard of in terna tional rela tione, entail ing the eetabl ishment of an
inter national order dominabd by good-neighbour |y relationr and co-oper ation, with
extens ive exchanges i n science, technology and oulture for the good of all nations,
and not by military etrength.

When all human beings are facing the prospect of annihilation, none of us oan
make provision for his own security without considering and weighing the security
of other s, Security can only be comprehensive and reciprocal. It must be
guaranteed, not by the hope of technological supremacy but by political will.

We have advanced beyond the times when international politics were based on
the interests of a single Power or group of Powers. In the nuolear age, we cannot
shirk our great responsibility to uphold the right of every people and every
individual to life, freedom, peace and the pursuit of happiness. If we are to give
pr ior i ty to human values, non-violence muet become the foundation of inter national
life.

The Havana Appeal issued on the eve of the third special session of the
General Assembly devoted to disarmament by the Special Mineterial Meeting of the
Co-ordinating Bureau of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countr ies clearly states:

*The concept of interna tional security , which has traditionally been
premised on the aoquisition of arms and mutual deterrence, has proved
erroneous since it has failed to produce global rtability. Common security
for all States can only be aeeured by new concepts based on mutual confidence,

co-operation and interdependence”. (A/S- 15/2 7)
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The ministers attending the Havana meeting alro reaffirmed

"The urgrnt need to effeotively implement the measures of the collective

security sys tem provided for in the Charter of the United Na tions and to

examine other initia tives in the General Assembly and Secur ity Council that
complemented this system and facilitated the implementation of such measures”.

(A/8-35/ )

A credible system Of universal security is impossible without a heulthy
psychological and moral climate, without frankness in politics and actione, without
a spir it of good will and mutual respect and without the introduction of a
political appeoach that ® xoludee the ocult of mill tar ism, hatred and violence,
racism and apartheid. It is imperative to stop relying on military force as a
means of ensuring security, not only because of the dretruotive potential of modern
weaponry but also in view of many political and economic factors whose sign ificance
has increased manifold.

Mankind i8 currently facing difficultlee related to energy, raw mater ials,
food, ecology and many other global problems. The economic backwardness of
developing countr ies is brooming even mor e outrageous, while their foreign debt and
the volume of debt servicing to the West have reached catas trophic proportions.
The situation of all countries, regardless of their socio-political systems, is
affected by the development of the world economy. Given the interdependence of
states and the global problems they all share, the complexity of secur ity policy
presupposes the existence of mutual interest in each other 's stability and
prosper ity. The effor ts made to strengthen univer sal secur ity must be integrated
wi th regional ef forte.

In Asia and the Pacific, the situation over the past years has undergone
far-reaching developments. The political map of that region has been basically

altered. The changes experienced in the Asian-Paci fic region derive from none
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other than the motive force created by the struggle for national independence and
economic developmen t.

From the 1970s on, along with the atruggle against nuclear wagons in that
region, initiative8 on peace, stability and development were adwooated and carried
through by the countries of the region. 8Such endeavours have helped to enhance
peace and promte regional seourity. The menbers of the Association of Sou th-East
Asian Nations (MEAN), prompted by Indonesia's concept of self-reliance, have
promulgated the 2opean Proposal. The Mongolian People 's Republic has proposed
establishing a mechanism of the non-use of foroe in relations among countries in
the Asian-Pacific region) the Democratic People's Republic Of Korea has oalled upon
the United States, together with the two parts of Korea, to hold talks On the
peace ful reunification Of Koreay the Lao People's Democratic Republic set forth the
initiative of building South-Eas t Asia into a zone of peace, friendship and
co-operationy the Geneva Accords on the settlement of the situation relating to
Atghanistan, the on-going talks for solving the Kampuchean problem are likely to be

concluded by a political settlement.
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The oontinuing efforts over nearly two decades to convert the Indian Ocean
into a sone Oof peace, the Soviet statement of Vladivostok and the Soviet-Indian New
Delhi declaration have voiced the desire of the Asian-Pacific nations for peace and
have charted a practical way of attaining psace and security in that region. Those
endeavours are, in substance, considered tc be prastical steps towards the
® g8tablishnrnt of a universal system Of security.

Constructive debate cn this question, with the broad participation of Metier
States in a democratic and non-confrontational manner, would bring the current
practice of international relations closer to the integrated system of
international peace and secur ity enshrined in the United Nations Charter. There is
a need to evolve a universally acoeptable political language that could be used to
reach ggreement on the met complicated issuer and to replace the language of guns
for all time,

We firmly believe that consideration of this question is in the interests of
all Member States, as well as the interests of promting the effectiveness and
authority of the United Nations, and would be in oconformity with other United
Nations efforts directed at strengthening international peace and security.

Mr. PEBJIC (Yugoslavia) 1+ Soms positive developments in international
relations since the last session of the General Assembly have found a reflection
in the situation in the broader area Of the Maditerranean as well. The restoration
of relations between Algeria and Morocco and the increased diplomatic efforts in
oconnection with Western Sahara, as well as the resumption of dialogue between the
two Cyprus communities, are important contributions to pvace and stability in the
region that has, throughout its eventful and often turbulent. history, occupied an
important place in and exerted considerable influence ou international events and

elicited the continued attention and interest of outside actors.
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The improvement in relations between the super-Powers, however & has thus fat
brought no adequate positive change that would lead to a decrease in the rivalry
between them, nor has it reduoced the presence of non-Msditerranean forces in that

area, which continues to be a potential souroce of instability and confliet. This
is particularly true of the continued detericration of the situation in the
territor ies ooocupied by Israel since the June 1967 war and of the vuy volatile and
complex situation in Lebanon, which is the result of foreign interference and the
ococupation of the southern part of that country.

Yugoslavia has always pointed OUT that the existing contradictions and
conflicts in the region are a warning sign of the perennial danger of a new
esoalation of tensions in even more set ious form. It is understandable, there fore,
that Yugoslav |a, as a Msditerranean, non-aligned and Buropean country, should
follow with great attention the developments in the region. We continue to believe
that the main causes of the unsatisfactory owverall situation in the Mediterranean
are rooted in policies based on positions of force, intervention and interference
in the internal affairs of the States of the region and the denial of the rights of
the region's peoples to self-determination ad independence. We are deeply
convinced that dialogue, negotiations and equitable co-operation are the only way
to remove the sources of tension and instability in the region and to reach a
lasting solution of disputes and outstanding problems in the region, regardless of
their nature and gravity.

Any attempt to use existing hotbeds of or isis, which are the results of a
canplex and difficult historical legacy and of the conflicting interests of
individual ooun tr ies in the r eqgion, as a pretext for intervention and interference

by foreign factors would only aggravate and postpone their lasting and long-awaited

solution.
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Owing to its geographical looation and to i ts f rirndly rela tions wi th the

majority of the aountrier of the region, Yugoslavia is naturally vitaly interested
in the strengthening and promotion of peace and stability in the region OFf the
Mediterranean as an inseparable component of its own security. Together with other
non-aligned countrirr of the Mediterranean, my oountry has for a long time been
engaged in efforts designed to create conditions for starting the process of
peacefully wercaning the present unfavourable situation and leading to a lasting
removal of the existing sources Of disputes and tension in the region.

Parallel to action within the United Nations, the Mediterranean non-aligned
countries have striven, through concrete initiatives and actions, to etimulate the
development of regional co-operation and dialogue. Along thore lines the
ministerial meetings of the non-aligned countries at Vallrtta, Malta, in 1984 and
at Brioni, Wgoslavia, in June 1987 put forward a number of suggestions and
initiatives for the development of comprehensive and equitable co-operation among
Mediterranean countries and the transformation of that region into an area of
peace, security and co-operation.

In that context, last year's ministerial meeting of non-aligned countries held
at Brioni underlined the importance of dialogue, consultations and joint efforts
among non-aligned and Buropean-Mediterranean countries and other countr ies to
overcame the outstanding problems that aggravate the situation and cause tension in
the Mediterranean region.

The main idea of the non-aligned countries of the Mediterranean is to develop
camprehensive co-operation among Mediterranean countries on the basis of equality
and mutual benefit and the intensification and continuous promotion of contacts in
all areas in which common interests and real possibilities exist. 1To that end a

dialogue was begun with European-Mediterranean countries and countries members Of
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the European Boonomiec Canmunity (EEC) , as well as wi th the United States and the
Sovie: Union, In that connection, as was also pointed out in the decisions taken
by the ministerial aonferenae Of non-aligned countries held at Nicosia last
September, particular emphasis should be laid on efforts being made to reflect the
more favourable aituation now prevailing in Europa in the area of the Mediterranean
as well. Indeed, there exists a firm intsrrelationrhip between security and
diearmament in Europe and in the Mediterranean. We are convinced that a more
activge contribution by Buropean-Medi terranean counti ies outside the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries, as well as by other influential non-regional forces, some ot
which have displayed an increased intereet in being included in ruah processes,
would significantly contribute to the creation of an atmoephere of greater trust
and Pave the way for a oompreheneive solution of the existing sources of tension
and conflicte in the region.

Of pr lot importance, hawever , is the prevention Of the further militarization
of the region and the removal of the arsenals of non-regional bloc forces, as well
as the undertaking of concrete efforts to eliminate the existing hotbeds of orisis
that have, over the years, often brought the Mediterranean to the brink of armed
conflicts of broader proportions.

It is therefore neceeeary that every effort to achieve relaxation of tension
and solve the existing problems and ai f ferencee ehould proceed f ran and take
account of the authentio interests of the countries of the region and their
aspirations to decide freely and independently on their own destiny. We consider
that conditions have already matured sufficiently for us to make resolute efforts

within the United Nations at this session to initiate the process of peaceful

solution and removal of the existing primary causes Of tensirns and crises in the

region. Among them, it is of priority importance to find as soon se possible a
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Just and lasting solution to the question of Palertine. The nearly one-year-old
uprising of the Palestinian people againrt the Israeli occupation has already
demonstrated the untenable nature of the existing situation. The decisiona of the
recently concluded meeting of the Palestire National Counc il at Algiers, including
the declaration of an independent Palestinian State, whioh Wgoslavia, along with a

large group of other countries, has offioially recognized, opened the way for a

speedy convening of an international conferenae on the Middle East with equitable
participation by all directly intereeted parties, among them the Paleetine
Liberation Organization (PLO) as the sole and legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. That, in our opinion, remains the only realistic way to a just

and lasting aolution of the Arab~Israeli conflict and the underlyirg queetion of

Palestine.



JM/10 | A/C.1/43/PV, 49
41

(Mr._Pejic, Yuaoslavia)

The pre-condition for it is the total and immediate withdrawal of Israel from all
Arab territories occupied since the June war of 1967, the realization of the
inalienable right of the Palestinian people to relf-determination and the ensuring
of the right of all countries and peoples of the region to paw and security
within internationally reoognised borders.

We give our fu 11 suppor t to the rpeedy r e r tar ation of the national unity,

territorial integrity and sovereignty Oof Lebanor, with the consistent

implementation of the resolutions of the Security Council, An indispensable
pre-condition for it is the complete and immediate withdrawal of Israeli troops
from Lebanese territory and the enabling of Lebanon to decide on its internal
development freely and independently.

Yugoslavia welcomes the renewal of dialogue, through the good offices of the
Secretary-General, for an early solution of the problem of Cyprus on the basis of
full cespect for the independence, territorial integrity, unity and non-aligned
statue of Cyprus. We believe also that there can be no lasting solution to this
problem without the complete withdrawal of foreign troops from the island and
agreement between the two ethnic communities.

The only realistic way to bring about a lasting stabilization of the situation
in the Mediterranean is to crea te a bas is for the development of canprehene ive and
equitable co-oper ation and coexistence, with full respect for the territorial
integrity, sovereignty and special characteristic8 of the development of individual

ocountries, in par ticular respect for di fferences in their internal systems and

orientation.

The non-aligned countries of the Mediterranean have devoted concrete efforts
over a number of years ~ and this is theft long-term orientation = to launching and
promoting equitable co-operation in the region based on mutual benefit in all areas

involving the intereete of the countries of the region, as well as of the other
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European countries with which this region is, by the nature of things, related. In
the view of the non-aligned countries of the Mediterranean region, this is the
concrete contribution they can make to greater security in the region of the
Mediterranean. \What remains to be done, however | is to concretize some initiatives
and proposals of the non-aligned countries of the Mediterranean through joint

progr ammes of action and co~operation in the interest of peace and stability in the
rogion, Some results in co-operation among the non-aligned Mediterranean countries
in regard to the protection of the environment, economy, science and technology,
tourism, culture, art and sports reveal only a part of the possibilities existing
in this area. We expsot that the forthcoming minister ial meeting of non-aligned
oountries, schedvled to take place in Algiers at the begiming of January 1989,
Will peovide fresh impetus in th is dir eotion.

Yugoslav ia is in favour of, and suepor ta, the broadest possible exchange of
aontacta and information among the countries of the region with a view to promoting
undue tanding. Through better knowledge ot one another and greater respact for the
special char rater i8 tics of their internal development, much misunder standing and
many disugreements would be avoided and more easily overcome.

The efforts of the non-alighed Maditerranean countr ies at improving the

situation in the Mediterranean and transforming it into an area of pence, security

and co- operation have always bsen fully supported by the United Na tions. We
believe that the world Organization can make a eubrtantial contribution to the
promotion of peace and secur ity in the region, on the basis of tha purposes and
principles of the United Nations Charter, in particular from the need to respect
the true interests and aspirations of the countr ies and peoples of the :egion.
We expect that the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europa (CS8CE)

follow-up meeting in Vienna, which is entering its final phase, will affirm even
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more @  trongly the interrelationship between senurity in Europe and the
Meditarranean, which would significantly contribute to the oreation of a more
favour able climate and the relaxation of tension in the Mediterranean region, and
that is in the interest of all.

We would like to point cut on this oocasion that the most important thing is
to allow the countries of thr region to resolve existing disputes and differences
all by themselves, on the basis of their real and ® pocifia interests and needr,
with full respect for the Chartu and with a view to strengthening and promoting
peace, security and the stable development of the region,

Mr. GARCIA ITURBE (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish)s Our Committee is

beginning 1ts consideration of topics related to international ®  eourity at a time
when the international community is undertaking efforts, perhaps unprecedented, to
strengthen peace and secur ity in the world. |If we analyse the situation in
international political relation8 and also the process that ha8 developed With
regard to various hotbed8 of tension that have been affeoting international peace
and security for years, it is obwious that some of the events Of recent timer have
resulted in an improvement in the process of reinforecing under standing and
international co-operation and that confrontation ha8 given way to negotiation
despite the fact that as yet, in soms regions of the world, there still exist
hotbeds of tension that continue to threaten international peace ad security.
It is indisputable that, in goner al terms, steps have been taken in varioue

part8 of the wald that enable us to view the future with optimism and to think

that, while all confl jcts have not as yet been resolved, the solution of some of

them and the steps taken to rolve others allow us to imagine that it is possible to

improve the international situation if we can make sure that the principles met

forth in the Charter are respected by all md if, finally, the rerolutiona adopted
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by the United Nations relating to the independence and the right of peoples to

exist are implemented.
When we begin consider ation of these items we muet take accoun t of a whole

eerier of principles without which international security oould be achieved only

with great difficulty and which, in one way or another, are reflected in the

Charter .

It 18 undeniable that in order to strengthen international security States
must refrain from interfering in the internal or extunal affairs of other Statesj
that there ® hould be relation6 of fr iendship and co-operation among Statesy that
there should be total elimination of the we or threat of use of force,
interference, colonial domination and all kinds of coercive measures, be they

political a economic, which violate the sovereignty, independence and territorial
integr ity of States.

The pesaceful settlement of diaputes, the elimination of hotbeds of eor isis at
the intunational level a8 well am the establishment of a new, more Jjust
international economic order would contribute greatly to strengthening
international security a8 wall.

In order to strengthen international security and really begin to take ser ious

steps to improve relation8 among States, it is undeniable that a hi ¢hly impor tant

element is to be able to halt the arms race, and what is even more deasirable, to
begin a process of genual and canplete diearmament, which would result in the
total elimination of the threat of war as well as the conversion of the weapons
industry into a producer of goods to meet the needs of the world population.
However , there is another highly important condition for the guaranteeing of
lasting peace, and that is that when steps are taken towards disarmament they must

also pe steps tcwards developments that natural economic and technological
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resources devoted t0O war mwt be devoted to improving the 1 iving standards or the
leas developed aoun tr lee, to pgovide them with an industrial bare that will make it
poeeible for them to produce enough for their conaumgtion and guarantee the

education and health of all their citizens, because peace is inconceivable without

development and development aannot be achieved without peace md disarmament.
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That is why my delegation, in consider ing the item en the implementation of
the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security, considers it of the
utmost impor tance to call once agaia on all Sta tes to comply 8 triatly in their
international relations with the obligation8 entered into under the United Nations
Charter. We should also ocall on them = and VI is amoun ta to the same thing - to
refrain from the use or the threat of the ume of force, intervention, interference,
aggreeeion, the imposi tion of measures of poll tical a economic press ure, and the
violation of the ewereignty, territorial integrity, independence and security Of
other States.

That would decisively contr ibute to finally br inging a happy end to the
eituation in Central America, which would mean that the Nicaraguan people would no
longer have to suffer the loss of the lives of 130 many of its children as a result
Of the activities of mercenary bands subsidized by United States taxpayers.

My delegation attribute8 the greatest importance to the question of the
general system of international peace and eeaurity, since it focuses on the
reinforcement of the United Nations as the appropriate body for achieving, through
its various bodiee and by means of the implementation of the Charter, the
maintenance and strengthening of international peace and security. This forum
coneti tutee the real hope of the people8 of the world, and in par ticular of the
developing coun tr lee, for a more stable, juet and equitable economic rituation that
would encourage development, guarantee the means of subs is tence and el iminate
unequal terms of trade through the eatabliehment of a new international economic
order. All of this would decis ively ass ist in the maintenance of world peace.

In order to fulfil those aims, we must establish a global system Of
international peace and security that would ensure the adoption of practical
measures in implementation of the principles of the Charter - above all those

principles of major sionificance and importance for world peace, such a8
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disarmament, the peaceful rettlement of disputes, economic development and
international co-operation. My delegation fully supports the initiative for the
establishment of much a system, which would redound to the benefit or the
developing countr ies and would deal with the realities of the nuclear era in an
appropr iate way and within the framework Of the United Nati wis and its Charter:.

As we #said at the beginning of our statemen t, we oannot but be optimis tic when
we see the important effect on international peace and security of the signing at
the end of 1987 of the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate--Range and
Shor ter-Range Miss iles.

The agreement8 on the eituation in Afghanistan will also undoubtedly
contribute significantly to the achievement Of peace in the region more quidkly.

The talk8 between Iran u«nd Iraq and the end of the war between them have tne
greatest importance for security in the Permian Qulf. we welcome the progress made
towards achieving peace in that region, thanke to the co-operation of both
oountries and the good offices of the Secretary-General.

The recent decision by the Palestine National Council on the establishment of
the State of Palestine = which Cuba fully supports = is an important step towards
the eolution to the conflict in the Middle Bast. we mus t all give broad suppor t to
that decision,

The implementation of Secur ity Council resolution 435 (1978), which guarantees
full independence to the Namibian people, would greatly strengthen peace in
southwestern Mr ica and would be the successful culmination of the quadr ipar tite
talks that have been taking place to that end for several months now.

The situation that had persisted in the Korean penin:nla for years appears to
be changing. Some positive steps have been initiated that could lead to the
creation of a new situation in which the peace and security of the region would be

8 trengthened.
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Other events, in South-West Asia and other regions of the world, indicate that

there are possibilities for improving the political climate and strengthening

security so long am the political will to reach appropriate agreements8 18

maintained.

If we make an inventory of all those rituatione, we easily realize that, with
regard to the majority of the hotbed8 of temsion exieting in the world, action is
being takm towards the achievement of a peaceful solution o oonfliate - action

that would both guarantee the recurity of the region and make it posaible to

reinforoe the pr inciples ret forth in the United Nations Charter,

We wonders & em not Central America also have a right to see serious and

constructive steps taken tcwards the rolution of the tensions in the region,
thereby enabling its people8 to aspire to live in peace, without the constant
pressure of foreign interference, the threat of the use of force, intervention in
the domestic affair8 of {ts countries, aggression or measures of political or
eoconomic pressure? Do not those Who wage war think that the time has come to let
those people8 live in peace, to enable them to decide their future for themselves
and, at the same time, to encourage under standing and mutual respect rather than
hatred, interferenoe and the undermining of the truet that should exist in

international relation83

We are confident that common sense and a more realistic analysis of the
present wald political situa tion will make it possible to change the policy that
still casts shadows on the Central American horizon, so that in the not-too-distant

future we may also weloome steps toward8 the achievement of a laeting peace in that

region .

The meeting rose at 4.50 p.m.




