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The mee ting was called to order at 10 .15 a .m.

AGENDA ITEMS 71, 72 and 73 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE, CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON DRAFT RESOWTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY ITEMS

Mr. ZACFNANN (German Democr atic Republic) ~ For the fir st time the debate

in the First Committee on security policies is tak ing place against a background of

real, even though limited, nuclear disarmament. International dialogue on

fundamental issues facing mankind is gaining in scope and depth and is becoming

more result-oriented. All the maj.:>r political currents of our time - those of the

non-aligned countries, the socialist States and the western States - favour a

policy of dialogue and co-oper ation.

It is of especial importance that at the M:>scow summit meeting held earlier

this year the USSR and the united States of America expressed their shared

commitment to a policy of dialogue as a constructive basis for resolving current

and future problems. We are very pleased that the SCllTiet-American dialogue is

going to be continued at United Nations Headquarters in a few days' time. It is

our hope that it will contribute to the further and IlUch-needed imprCIITement in the

international climate and will, in particular, lend fresh momentum to the ongoing

negotiations on a 50 per cent reduction in the strategic offensive arsenals of the

two countries, with strict observance of the 1972 Treaty on the Limitation of

Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems.

The United Nations, under the judicious and dedicated leadership of its

Secretary-General, is inereas ingly coming to be a cen tre where the activities of

States are harmonized, as envisaged in the Charter. If it seems to many today that

lasting, just and comprehensive settlements, which need to be achieved in respect

of all conflicts, are more feasible than they were in the past, it is no doubt the

United Nations that deserves the major credit for it.

I
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Western Sahara and southern Africa, even though the settlement processes that have

been initiated are still riddled with problems.
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The agreement achieved, wi th thi ted sta tes media Hen, between Angola, Cuba and

South Africa in Geneva, which has been approved by all Governments involved, should

be implemented without delay. The granting of independence to Namibia is long

overdue. The German Democratic Republic welcomes the results of the recent session

of the Palestine National Council and has recognized the State of Palestine. tohat

is urgently required n~ is the convening of an international Middle East

conference under the auspices of the Ulited Nations.

We appreciate the fact that international dialogue on security and disarmament

has been intensifying. Evidence of this i.s the International Conference on the

Relationship between Disarmament and Develorment, the third special session of the

General Asserrbly devoted to disarmament, the Conference on security and

Co-operation in Europe «SCE) process, the Inter national Meeting for

~clear-Weapon-Free Zon es, in Berl in, and the recent New Delhi conference on a

nuclear-free and non-violent wor Id, as well as many high- and top-level

negotiations in bilateral or regional contexts. The work of this Committee is

anoth er exampl e.

My delegation is of the opinion that, despite continuing differences in

pasi tions and approaches, there is more and more common ground to be found in the

dialogue on matter s relating to secur ity and disarmament. For all the

inconsistencies and complexities, this is a manifestation of the positive trends

t'bat have been emerging in international relations. The German Democratic Republic

has contldbuted actively to that end. With its p,olicyof dialogue, co-operation

and conf:L dence-building, the German Democr atic Republic, as its highes t

representative, Erich Honecker, recently said, will always be a reliable partner

for all those who aspire to a peaceful future for mankind.

I
l
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that have been initiated, extend them to other areas of international co-operation

and make them irrevers ible. Efforts in response to that need include the joint

initiative of socialist States on a comprehensive approach to the strengthening of

international peace and security. The purpose and concern of the relelTant draft

resolution (A/C.l/43/L.74) has been fully and clearly explained in this Committee

on behalf of its sponsors by the Permanent ~presentative of the USSR,

Mr. Belonogov. We hope that the flexible approach shown will be adequately

reciproca ted and that the draft resolu tion will be adopted wi thout objection.

My delegation also attaches fundamental importance to the projects of

non-aligned Sta tes concern ing the implementa tion of the teclara tion on the

Strengthening of International Security and in regard to the strengthenin,g of

security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region, and will continue to support

them. In pursuing its initiative in favour of a result-oriented dialogue, the

German DellDcratic IEpublic wishes to make a distinct contribution to the further

imprOlTement of the };X)litical climate and to enhancing the role of the United

Nations.

We believe that the statements made in the general debate have helped

considerably to create conditions conducive to exploring in a serious and

constructive manner ways and means acceptable to all of guaranteeing national and

global security. A comprehensive approach to the strengthening of international

peace and secul'ity should, in our view, be geared to the following objectives.. to

find un iversally acceptable ways and means of co-or d ina ting practical meas ures to

strengthen, on a comprehensive bas is, the system of secur ity laid dOI.m in the

Charter and generally to enhance the role and effectiveness of the U'lited Nations

in the maintenance of international peace and security in all its aspects; to
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prevent a nuclear war. or any other kind of war, through the creation of a stable

and effective international order of peace in conformity with the purposC!s and

principles of the united Nations Charter and taking into account the new conditions

existing in the nuclear and space age~ to develop modern, equitable and

co~perative structures in international relations; to create a nuclear-weapon-free

and noo-violent wor ld through substantial and ver ifiable disarmament to br ing

mili tary capabili ties down to the level sufficient for defence; to build a network

of political and legCll international secur ity guarantees; and to resolve global

problems through considerably expanded and nutually advantageous co-operation in

the economic, scientific, technological, ecological, cultural and humanitarian

fields.

The great majority of States considers it a priority consistently to continue

the process of nuclear disarmament, achieve a comprehens ive ban on chemical

weapons, discontinue nuclear-weapon tests, prevent an arms race in outer space and

start conventional disarmament. In the last few weeks my delegation has fully

explained its position on these and other disarmament matters in the First

Committee and has submitted relevant initiatives.

Common sense and realism, encouraging trends in international relations, the

growing complexity of global problems and the interdependence of States are factors

that have perceptibly added to the role accorded the un ited Na tions. In th is

context, my country's Foreign Minister said that the prestige and authority of the

united Nations had been visibly enhanced through its latest peace-making efforts,

em];t1asizing that the possibilities and mechanisms available to MenDer States and

the Organization were not fully used as yet. It is crucially necessary to make

full use of them. The German Derrocratic ~public is willing to do its share to

that end. After all, we are still facing the question whether sanity or the bonD
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will rule the world. The arms race is still going on. Dangerous conflicts and

tensions continue to exist. A host of global problems r inclu(l:ng the problem of

the delfOcratic restructuring of international economic relations and the overcoming

of underdevelopnE:nt, are awaiting solution. To this day much IfOre is being spent

on destroying the n,atural environment than on preserving.

My delegation believes that it is essential to draw up as soon as possible an

international development strategy for the 1990s and to find a global and just

solution to the problem of the developing countr ies' exter nal debt. The political

dialogue for development that has been suggested by the President of the

forty-third session of the General Assembly, Foreign Minister Dante Caputo, should

indeed be ccnducted.

It is obvious that our world today, which is complicated and contradictory,

but still forms a single whole, needs the tbited Nations more than ever before if

peace is to be preserved, secur ity enhanced and the pressing problems confronting

mank ind resolved in an equitable way. Cbjectively speak ing, the world has long

entered the era of dialogue, co-operation and multilateralism. We are conmitted to

strengthen ing the Uni ted Na tions in all its fields of activity, as envisaged in its

Charter.
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In particlar since the fortieth - the anniversary - session, a wealth of

First, the resolutions adopted by consensus by the General Assembly should be

proposals has been submitted for internation~l discussion. I wish to recall the

Should it not be possible to reach early agreement on the following initial

Organization. All this encourages us in our belief that a consensus is beginning

"The time has come to test the potential of all the organs of th9 United

proposals put forward by my country and other socialist States and the numerous

Nordic and neutral ones - all of which relate to the united Nations peace-making

Nations, including the General Assembly". (A/43/PV.IO, p. 75)

Nations role". Careful consideration must be given to the many interesting

principal organs of the United Nations and the strengthening of mechanisms for

role. The German Democratic Republic welcomes the suggestions made in the Soviet

peace-keeping operations, as well as the achievement of a higher degree of legal

the United Nations, particularly with a view to maintaining international peace and

made more authoritative. That could be achieved if, for instance, all States

security. More specifically, attention is being focused on the work of the

security in international affairs. The German Democratic Republic fully shares the

suggestions made by the Secretary-General in his annual report on the work of the

following view expressed by Italy in the statement by Foreign Minister Andreotti:

memorandum "'lbwards comprehensive security through the enhancement of the United

undertook to honour them strictly and to act in conformity with the recommendations

to emerge on the need to enhance the role, the authority and the effectiveness of

steps?

• ...'I;;~--~~.~J'<o-'f..~'~~,.,-:-~
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Secondly, the role played by the Security COuncil in promoting and

safeguarding peace should be further enhanced. Regular Council meetings at a high

level to discuss world developments and jointly to draw appropriate conclusions, as

well as the involvement of the Council in current disarmamel!t efforts, would serve

that end. Actually, that is what the Charter of the United Nations call fur.

Thirdly, further substance should be given the role of the United Natio'ls as Cl

preventive and monitoring body and in settling disputes, once the declaratim: ::>0

the prevention of conflicts has been adopted by the General Assembly.

Fburthly, the mechanism of peace-keeping operations, including observer

missions, should be developed. The fact that the United Nations peace-keeping

forces have been given the great distinction of being awarded the Nobel Peace Price

no doubt reflects high international esteem and fills us with great satisfaction.

Fifthly, fresh consideration should be given to the question of how to

increase the importance of the norms of international law and how to implement them

fully in international relations. In view of the growing interdependence and the

need for global solutions to problems, co-operation becomes a must and,

accordingly, should be codified and elaborated.

Sixthly, we should ensure that the Economic and Social Council meets its

responsibilities in a more effective and action-oriented manner.

At this year's General Assembly session the ~~mber States have unanimously

called for dialogue, co-opreation and the strengthening of the role and authori ty

of the United Nations. There is also agreement that the positive trends in

international affairs have been made possible through the policy of dialogue and

that it is now vital to consolidate these trends and make them irreversible. That

is the primary concern of the German Democratic Republic's initiative on
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result-oriented political dialogue. The draft resolution submitted by my

delegation in document A/C.l/43/L.85 follows up the relevant resolution adopted at

the forty-first General Assembly session. In an effort to achieve consensus,

positions held by non-aligned, socialist and western States have been taken into

account, and so the draft resolution put forward is the t'esult of a great many

consultations. I wish to thank my colleagues from North and South, Fast and West

for the constructive suggestions they have made in this context. My delegation

would regard it as politically significant if all States expressed their shared

commitment to dialogue, understanding and a stronger United Nations.

In launching and pursuing the dialogue project, my delegation has also taken

into consideration the efforts undertaken by the First Committee with a view to

streamlining its work and making it more effective. It was announced at the

forty-first General Assembly session that there should be a time-limit on the

discussion of this agenda item. As can be seen from the draft resolution

submitted, my delegation will stand by its word.

The CHAIRMAN: I have noted with appreciation the strong efforts that

have been made to achieve a consensus on draft resolution A/C.l/43/L.85.

The next speaker, the representative of Poland, is also the Chairman of the

Special Political Committee.

Mr. roWORYTA (Poland): I extend my congratulations to you, Sir, on your

election to the chairmanship of the First Committee.

Poland, along with other sponsors of draft resolution A/C.l/43/L.74, proceeds

from the conviction that the threat of the nuclear self-annihilation of mankind can

be averted only by political means, through joint efforts of all States and taking

into account the security interests of all countries. In our view, in today's

complex and diverse world, ever-more interrelated and interdependent, there is a
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need to discuss common issues and to seek a balance of various contradictory but

real interests of States and nations. The essence of the concept of international

security, as has been emphatically stressed by Poland on numerous occasions, is an

endeavour to put security on a non-military and co-operative basis. Security for

one single State or at the expense of others is inconceivable and unacceptable.

Common and equal security for all States must be based on mutual confidence,

co-operation and interdependence. It presupposes strict adherence by all States to

the fundamental principles of international law, e~pe~ially respect for the

sovereignty, equality, political independence and territorial integrity of States,

as wp.ll as respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

It was to such

"truly equal, partner-like relations which inhibit nobody and are advantageous

to all ••• so that humanity may feel more secure"

that General-Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev declared his attachment when addressing

intellectuals at the Warsaw Royal Castle during his July 1988 visit to Poland.

The preference of certain delegations for an approach which seeks to examine

concrete proposals relating to international peace and security does not contradict

the co-sponsors' own position, as specific solutions can contribute to ~~e broader

goal of comprehensive security. The key conclusion of the Secretary-General's

report is that, irrespective of varying approaches to the consideration of the

subject,

'~ember States were clear'y in agreement on the desirability of strengthening

the United Nations and in~~easing its effectiveness". (A/43/732, para. 11)
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It is in this spirit that the participants in the meeting of the political

Consultative Committee of the State parties to the Warsaw Treaty, which was held in

Warsaw on 15 and 16 July 1988, called on the General Assembly at its forty-third

session

"to invigorate the search for a common approach by States to such concrete

aSPeCts of assuring comprehensive security as the increased effectiveness of

the United Nations and its main bodies, the role of the Secretary-General,

including in the field of regularizing conflicts between States by way of

negotiation, missions of good offices, mediation or conciliation, and wider

use of the institution of military observers and United Nations armed forces

to maintain peace and consolidate the primacy of the international law in

international relations." (A/43/486, para. 13)

In the course of discussions at previous sessions of the General Assembly the

sponsors of the initiative presented a number of general considerations and

proposals with respect to basic premises of the proposed concept. They have

further elaborated and substantiated their proposals jointly and individually. Of

special importance are the Soviet proposals on enhancing the effectiveness of the

United Nations and of its main bodies, more extensive use of United Nations

peace-keeping operations, and the affirmation of the primacy of international law

in inter-State re1.ations, contained in the t5SR aide-memoire (A/43/629), as that

affirmation carries the mark of a State that, as a permanent member of the Security

Council, bears special responsibility for the maintenance of international peace

and security. POland supports those proposals since the enhancement of the role of

the United Nations in peace-keeping and the prevention of conflicts and promoting

the primacy of international law and respect for obligations arising from

international treaties and agreements are important elements of the foreign policy

of my country. In the view of my delegation, common security combines disarmament
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n

with the complementary process o~ strengthening and enhancing international law.

Poland has consistently supported the United Nations in its peace-keeping role and

has contributed personnel to United Nations peace-keeping forces.

The growing interdependence of all countries and the global nature of world

economic ptoblems call urgently for a search for constructive international

economic co-operation, free from restrictions and limitations. The debt problem,

which inhibits the economic growth of States and destabilizes international trade

and financial relations, also requires the co-operation of creditor and debtor

States so as to ensure a safer economic environment conducive to development.

Similarly, the problem of ecological security, which is particularly acute in

densely populated regions like Europe, can be solved only through multilateral

efforts in the interests of humanity's survival and its stable development.

Therefore, the process of building a peaceful world, if it is to be

successful, cannot be limited to military and political spheres but must also give

due attention to its economic, ecological, social and moral aspects. Hence the

importance of international co-operation in human rights and other humanitarian

areas, which, while contributing to greater understanding and tolerance among

people, can provide the psychological and moral prerequisites for the evolving

concept of comprehensive international peace and security. A special role in that

respect devolves upon the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in

Peace, adopted by the General Assembly 10 years ago, in 1978. That Declaration can

play the role of a moral code of conduct of States in fosterinq peace-oriented

attitudes in their citizens.

The achievement of an improvement in international security will not come by

itself) all States are called upon to contribute to its elaboration. Of special

importance are activities aimed at the promotion and implementation of the

principles of the United Nations Charter. All States should pay special attention
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to practical measures on disarmament, conflict- and crisis-settlement, economic

development and mutual co~peration in all fields, protection of the environment,

and promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

While international security has a global and complex dimension, that does not

diminish the importance of regional endeavours, which may prove more successful

under the appropriat~ conditions.

In our opinion the improved international situation created by the Document of

the Stockholm Conference on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures and

Disarmament in Europe and the Treaty between the United States of lmerica and the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of their Intermediate-Range

and Shorter-Range Missiles - the lNF Treaty - enhanced the prospect of assuring the

European States of greater security at a lower level of military force. This

conviction is reflected in the Jaruzelski Plan in decreasing armarrents and

increasing confidence in Central Europe. let me note the following points.

First, the launching of the Jaruzelski Plan could be taken as an

exemplification of the growing activeness of the medium-sized and small States in

present-day international relations, which, while emphasizing the trend towards

democratization of international relations, permits those States to bring their

influence to bear on a number of issues that are of concern to them. This enhanced

activity of smaller and medium-sized States has a consolidating effect on the

improvement of international relations and helps to promote the dialogue.

Secondly, the manentum generated by the Stockholm and INF Agreements needs to

be sustained by common effort in order to defuse the military confrontation in

Europe. Without s.uch an effort, wi thout transforming the present politically

stable but militarily dangerous situation into one that is stable on both counts,

the positive tendencies now prevailing in Europe may again be reversed by the

course of technological developments.
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Thirdly, we believe that there is a close interrelationship between

subregional, regional and global security concerns. Although we concentrate our

initiative on Central Europe, we strongly underline its linkages to the whole

continent. Another important feature of the Plan, pointing to its comprehensive

character, is that it Covers all aspects of current military concerns. nuclear and

conventional armaments, the elimination of asymmetries and imbalances, military

doctrines and confidence-building measures. We consider su~~ an approach

appropriate also in other contexts, in other regions.

Fburthly, the Plan seeks new ways to address the complex problem of military

security in Europe. However, although bold steps are proposed, they are based on,

and do not undermine, the existing security system on the continent. Thus, while

the status quo is the point of departure, the changes proposed are directed at

improving the existing stability and at accommodating the variety of States'

interests.

We deem this approach to world problems to be best suited for solving

sometimes-acute political and military controversies in all regions of the globe.

Far-reaching steps should always take the existing realities as a basis ana should

produce more, not less, stability. The radical changes in military preparedness

should then lead to decreasing reliance on military force in the solution of

international contradictions, so that all other elements of the security of

States - political, economic, social, environmental - may assume the leading role.

During the last year Poland, along with its Warsaw Treaty allies, has been

making strenuous efforts with a view to the early conclusion, with substantive

results, of the Vienna Follow-up Meeting of the Conference on Security and

Co-operation in Europe.
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we are pleased to note that a statement 00 coofidence- and security-building

m'sasures and disarmament in &1rope adopted at the recent meeting of the Committee

c,f Ministers for FOl'eign Affa irs of the States parties to the Warsaw Treaty largely

reflects Poland's own ideas as contained in the plan to decrease armaments and

increase I:onfidence in central Europe. we are looking fOl'ward to an early positive

reaction to those {roposals of our partner s at the Vienna follow-up meeting.

The conven ing in War saw from 26 to 28 NOITell'b er 1988, a t Poland's invi ta tion,

of a conference of leaders of the Parliaments of Europe, the united states of

America and Canada, is an initiative without precedent. The main theme of the

conference is "Co~peration in the name of the future" •.

ltlile concentrating its attention on the creation of the conditions for

durable security in central &1rope, which is Poland's immediate security

environment, we also support the initiatives concerning other parts of Europe,

especially the Mediterranean region and the Balkans. We support in partiCUlar the

initiatives aimed at transforming the Mediterranean region into a zooe of peace and

co~peration. We have followed with attention all actions in this direction

mdertaken by the non-alic;J\ed States of the region, which are supported by the

entire ltbvement of Non-Aligned Countries. We are likewise in favour of convening a

conference of representatives of the M=!diterranean and other interested States to

discuss all the initiatives concerning security and co~peration in the region.

we welcomed with genuine satisfaction the decisions taken by the first meeting

of the six Foreign Ministers of the Balkan States, held at Belgrade in

February 1988, which u(i1e1d the earlier initiatives aimed at transforming the

Balkans into a zooe free from nuclear and chemical weapons, and proposed further

measures with respect to co~peration in various fields.

By adopting resolution 42/93 the General Assembly solemnly reaffirmed last

year that
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"the collective security mechanism enbodied in the Charter constitutes the

fundamental and irreplaceable instrument for the preservation of international

peace and security".

By this year's draft resolution (A/C. 1/43/74) the General Assembly would

express the firm conviction that

"ensuring international peace and security requires concerted efJEorts and

close co-operation among all States on the basis of the Charter of the thited

Nations in order to resolve issues of crucial importance"

facing the internatiooal community. In the view of my delegation, this

necessitates continuation and intensification of the international dialogue,

primarily within the framework of the thited Nations, including the Security

Couilcil, the General Assembly and their subsidiary bodies,

"in order to find universally acceptable ways and means and to co-ordinate

practical measures to strengthen on a comprehensive basis the system of

security laid down in the Charter of the thited Nations",

and thus to enhance the role and effectiveness of the united Nations in the

llBintenance of internatiooal peace and security in all aspects.

We hope that this appeal and call for dialogue on crucial questions concerning

humanity will meet with the broad and unanimous support of the States Menbers of

the united Nations.

Mr. OL~~Y (Mongolia) (interpretation from Russian) ~ The report of the

Secretary-General on the work of the Organization to the past session of the

General Assembly begins with a descr iption of how all the people of the earth,

carefully and J;atiently steering their small boat, have "come within sight of large

sections of the shore". (A/43/l, p. 2)

t
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Thus, the thited Nations secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar,

metaphcxically describes the present world situation. Such events as the

conclusion and implementation of the Treaty between the thited States of America

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, the first steps towards a peaceful

settlement of region conflicts and the growth of the role of the United Nations in

world affairs can be categorized as the first bricks of the fOll'ldations of a

non-nuclear and nm-violent wor ld. Those foundations will be stronger if we add

new building blocks.

The most important objective of our time is the strengthening of positive

elements and the creation of a fresh impetus. we share the view of the thi ted

Nations secretary-General that

"Complacency about the resolutions of complex problems that still face us is

impermissible." (~.)

Yet we knQ1 that only 4 per cent to 5 per cent of nuclear weapons are destined to

be destroyed and that, furthermore, the arms race is continuing on an ever more

solhisticated technological level. We also knQ1 that so far no final settlement

has been reamed of many crises and conflicts, and efforts are being IlBde to make

use of the favourable opportunities which are opening up as a result of the fir st

positive shifts in inter-State relations for the selfish purposes of certain

forces, to the detriment of the interests of international peace and security.

International economic relations have loog been afflicted by a chrooic

illness, for all kinds of efforts are being made to blot;:k the implementation of the

Charter of Ecooomic Rights and Dlties of States and the ~claration on the

Establishment of a New International Ebonomic Order, which, inter alia, could lay

the basis for strengthening the ecooomic security of all cOll'ltries. Ecological

problems have become global in nature and affect the condi tions necessary for the
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take into account the interests of all members of the international colll1lunity.

on the other hand, we welcome the fact that recently, for example during the

forty-third session of the General Assembly, the prevailing spirit and desire of

all thited Nations MeITber States is to consolidate gains, make progress and imprOl7e

the international climate by identifying colmlon ground in the various positions on

a constructive basis. we wish to pay a tribute to the realistic policy of the

world's major PCMers for their revolutionary spirit of the new thinking.

In welcoming the posi tive tur n in world affa ir s and the favour able

psychological atmosphere in the policy of States, the ~ngolian People's Rep.1blic

shares the view of the non-ali9'led States that

"the time has also come to consider; seriously the changes in the doctrines,

policies, attitudes and institutions required to manage a nuclt~ar-weapon-free

wor Id order rooted firmly in noo-violence and faithful to the pr inciple of

peaceful coexistence". (A/43/667, p. 14, para. 28)
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S1ch an approach IIlderlies the proposal nade by the socialist countries two

years ago for discussion here in the united Nations of the question of a

comprehensive system of internatiooal peace and seci'rity. This is an invitation to

all Menbers of the united Nations to hold constructive discussions with a view to

seeking ways and means to ensure universal security on the basis of the thited

Nations Charter. Backed by the policy of the new thinking and recognizing the

realities and dangers of the nuclear age, the socialist countries are proposing

that efforts be undertaken to produce a comprehensive approad'l to the issues of

strengthening the internatiooal peace and security of peo:':u es •

In our View, the major elements of the concept of sud'l an approad'l are,

in ter al ia, the follow ing •

First, on the basis of the requirements of a nuclear and space age the authors

of this proposal beliel7e that the question of survival is the main priority for all

mank ind. In other words, we must prevent the outbreak of nuclear war and of war in

general. Hence the question of ensuring security is relevant not ooly on the

global or planetary level but also to all spheres of inter-State relations.

MoreOlTer, we note that in today's coodi tions resul ting from the speci fic

characteristics of a nuclear age the security of peoples can be guaranteed only if

the possibility not only of the use of force but aiso of the threat of its use is

fully excluded and if security can be ensured for all on an equal basis and with

equal rights. The proposed coocepl: of a comprehens ive approam to interna tiooal

security rejects the traditional model of security based on military detente and

restraint, whim implies the deterrence of a potential enemy through the use of

military force. The problem is that of the collective security of all States - I

emJ;hasize all States - not of measures undertaken by ooe group of countries against

others.
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Secondly, the concept of universal security i~l based on recognition of the

priority of universal human values over narrow national interests in so far as

ensuring security for all peoples is concerned.

Thirdly, it assumes the active participation both of all States and of PUblic

and social forces in implementing the right of each people to full and permanent

security. That means that members of the world community must work, actively and

jointly, for the cause of peace and security, taking into account each other's

interests and with respect for the principles of international law.

Fburthly, universal peace and global security can be ensured only through the

United Nations and on the basis of its Charter. First, what is needed is the

strengthening of the peace-keeping and peace~aking functions of the Organization,

in order to make it a genuinely central organization for the maintenance of

universal peace.

Fifthly, the strengthening of confidence among States is at the political core

of the problem of ensuring universal security. One of the major ways to strengt.hen

it in our view is the hitherto unprecedented intensive monitoring of the

implementation of international agreements and instruments on the basis of

glasnost, openness.

The concept of a comprehensive approach is based on the fact that the problem

of survival is, first and foremost, a result of the emergence and sophistication of

the arsenal of nuclear weapons and consequently can be resolved only as a result of

their destruction. We are convinced that it is through disarmament that the

military/political material guarantee can be established for a safe, nuclear-free

and, in the last analysis, demilitarized world. Therefore what is of decisive

importance is speedy progress in the bilateral and multilateral negotiations now

under way on disarmament.
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In our time the security of States is defined not only in terms of the

military/political aspect but also by economic, ecological and other parameters.

Moreover, international humanitarian co-ope:cation, in particular the protection of

human rights, is an absolute requirement for a safe world. Therefore, we propose

consideration of the question of comprehensive security in all its aspects, taking

into account all the factors that enter into it. Here, the ~ngolian People's

Republic supports and favours the implementation of the important initiatives and

proposals aimed at a restructuring of international economic relations on a just

basis and the establishment of a global strategy for environmental protection and

for the rational use of the Farth' s natural resources. The Mongolian delegation

attaches great importance to the implementation of the proposals of the Ukrainian

Soviet Socialist R~public and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic aimed at

strengthening ecological security and at a comprehensive solution to problems of

the environment. We support Malta's proposal concerning protection of the climate

for present and future generations. A good addition would be considera\ion by the

United Nations General Assembly of the question of the practical implementation of

the right to a favourable living environment.

We are most gratified that dialogue has begun in the United Nations with a

view to an in-depth consideration of the concept of a comprehensive approach to

issues of international peace and security. That demonstrates broad understandinq

of the need to strengthen, through joint efforts, the foundations of security of

all peoples. There have already been many interesting proposals regarding matters

that are indispensable for the cause of peace and co-operation. ~st of them,

naturally, deal with the issue of stepping up and enhancing the effectiveness of

the activity of various United Nations bodies. The delegation of the Mongolian

People's Repl."°')lic shares the view that the pr iority of a multifaceted revival of

the United Nations is an important factor in a new approach to international
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problems, one requiring a creative search for a balance of interests. There has

been broad interest in the new ideas and proposals contained in the memorandum of

the Soviet delegation. I am referring to document A/43/629. I believe they can

become a good basis for the adoption of needed decisions on certain aspects of the

activity of the Organization.

Mongolia hopes that the impetus generated during the course of multilateral

dialogue will not only be preserved but will also be strengthened. We favour

expansion and intensification of the atmosphere of non-confrontation and mutual

understanding which, on the whole, has characterized the present session of the

United Nations General Assembly. All this would allow for constructive

consideration and the adoption of decisions on the proposals that have been made

recently, aimed at strengthening security and co~peration and at enhancing the

role of the United Nations in world affairs.
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Political settlements and the prE!l1ention of crises are considered to be key

elemen ts in ensur ing compr ehens ive secur i ty • Mongol ia agr ees with such a

formulation of the question. Here our delegation supports the adoption at the

present session of the General Assembly of a declaration on the prevention and

elimination of disputes and situations which may threaten internatiooal peace and

security and the role of the united Nations in this area. Such a step could

pronote broad use of the potential of the OrgCl'lization in the peaceful solution of

international disputes and conflicts.

We are pleased that in Asia, where there are still many flash-points, first

steps towards their eliminaticn can be observed. These include agreements on the

settlement of the Afghan problem, the policy of national reconciliation and

cootacts between sides which are parties to the conflict, and so on. In other

parts of the world, too, efforts are being made to defuse conflict situations. We

beliE!l1e that at the present time there is a need to study and generalize the

experience of the implementation of the policy of national reconciliation and that

of internaticnal agreements \\ilich have already been siCJled. Slch wcxk is important

not only from the point of view of ensuring effective implementation of existing

instruments but also in defining the correct and best ways and means of resolving

other conflict situations.

On this basis, the delegation of the Mongolian People'S Republic believes that

it would be useful to establish, under the auspices of the thited Nations

Secretary-General, a consultative group on questions of the settlement of regional

conflicts. Its menbers could be seleoted by the Secretary-General in consultation

with States Members of the united Nations from among outstanding national officials

and public figures, academics and prominent experts on international affairs.

Their authoritative views and recollllllendations would be of siCJlificant assistance to

the Secretary-General in his efforts to enhance the role of the thited Nations

J
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in the peaceful settlement of regional conflicts. We consider this proposal to be

in addition to what the secretariat has cbne in terms of organization and practical

work to strengthen united Nations activity in resc·lving regional problems.

The socialist countries, including the Iobngolian People's Republic, have

submitted for consideration by our Committee a draft resolution on agenda item 73.

Its aim is the continuation and intensification of multilateral dialogue within the

uni ted Na tions and its bodies

"to strengthen on a comprehensive basis the system of security laid down in

the Charter of the united Nations and enhance the role and effectiveness of

the united Nations in the maintenance of international peace and security in

all aspects ". (A/C.1/43/L.74, para. 1)

we wish to see not only the holding of a dialogue but also the adoption of

pcactical measures. Here I should 1 ike to emJ;has ize that the bas is for successful

implementation of such actions is the overcoming of stereotyped thinking which is

outdated in a nuclear age, as well as political policies which are also outdated.

Ebr example, it should be recognized that we need to ac*nCMledge the policy of the

peaceful coexistence of States as a universal condition for the survival of

mank ind, and we must recogn ize the fact that the existence of var ious social

ecooomic systems is not an obstacle to the unification of efforts of States to

resolve the global pcoblems facing mank ind.

There is a need also for recogn ition of the pr inciple of free choice by each

people of its own course of development. we believe that, despite difficul ties and

obstacles, a spirit of co~peration and joint creative efforts will overcome

differences, prejudices, suspicion and doubt. A beginning of this process is the

present imprO'1ed climate of international relations.

J
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Mr. ZEPOS (Greece) ~ I shall speak Q'\ behalf of the 12 menDer states of

the European Community on agenda item 73, en ti tled "Compr ehens ive sys tem of

international peace and secur ity".

The statement we made on 23 NovenDer 1988 referred in the broader perspective

to agenda items 71, 72 and 73, concerning international security.

The 'l\tIelve firmly believe that the challenges of our times make indispensable

a strengthening of multilateral co~peration in all fields. The thited Nations has

a special role to play in connection with the maintenance of international peace

and security, the de-"elopment of friendly relations among nations and for the

prolllOtion of international co~peration in solving international problems of an

eCa'lomic, social, cultural or humanitarian dlaracter, with respect for human rights

and fundamental freedoms. Our objective is to strengthen the organization as a

framework for these activities. From the beginn ing the 'l\tIelve have welcomed the

renewed interest in the united Nations indicated by those who introduced this

ini tiative two years ago.

Draft resolution A/C.l/43/L.74 does not stand alone. It has to be considered

against the background of the history of the item. The '!Welve were unable to

sUpPOrt previous resolutions on the topic because they were not per suaded that it

was necessary or even useful to establish a comprehensive system of international

peace and secur ity.

There has been considerable evolution in the pcesentation of the ideas of the

originators, as reflected in draft resolution L.74. The '!Welve note with

satisfaction that new formulations have been proposed to take into account their

reserva tions about' the establ ishment of a new, comprehens ive system of

international peace and secur ity. However, indirect references are still being

made to that notion and to related resolutions which the '!Welve are unable to

I
I,
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support. Moreover, they fa il to see the meri ts 0 f reopen ing a discuss ion on su ch

or similar comprehensive concepts which might seem to compete with the United

Nations Charter system. Instead, the 'l\I1elve are in favour of focusing the

discussion on concrete measures.

We believe that it is IOOre effective to treat each issue distinctively and on

its own merits so as to contribute to the achievement of international peace and

security, as is already the case under the existing United Nations Charter system.

The 'l\I1elve have repeatedly stated that they are ready to co-operate with all
Members of the United Nations to ensure that the Charter be fully implemented. The
recent successful efforts of the thited Nations amply demonstrate that the Charter
and the secur ity system it provides are strong and effective.
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Many of the problems of the Organization result from the fact that not all

JP/pt

When I recall the situation in which we debated international security a year

The guns are silent in the Iran-Iraq war. The Treaty on the Elimination of

Mr. BIRCH (United Kingdom), The Permanent Representative of Greece has

to hold and to pursue such a dialogue.

security". The 'l\felve remain prepared to consider any concrete proposals to be

Committees during the forty-third session of the General Assembly and - some of

Far from rejecting it, the 'l\felve welcome the idea of a constructive dialogue

them - in the Soviet aidellemoire. They believe that these ideas constitute a

formally introduced in the appropriate organs and contexts, according to their

Members fulfil their obligation to abide by the provisions of the Charter. We are

convinced that if all Member States do so the common objective of maintaining

further indication of the renewed interest of the Soviet Union in the United

international peace and security is attainable.

The 'l\felve have taken note wi th interest of the ideas for the enhancement of

Nations. Some of these ideas are worth exploring, but outside the framework

just spoken on behalf of the 'l\felve about the security issues before us in terms

designated in agenda item 73, "Comprehensive system of international peace and

with the sponsors in the various United Nations forums, with a view to

leaving Afghanistan. We wish them a speedy and safe jOl.:lrney home. The two sides

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles is in place. The Russians are

peace and security. The 'l\felve strongly believe that it is in the interest of all

strengthening the role of the United Nations in the maintenance of international

wh ich my delega tion fu lly endor seSe

ago in this Committee, I feel much encouraged by the events of the last 12 months.
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are talking in ~prus. Namibia is set on the road to independence. The Western

Sahara is poise.:i for the implementation of the United Nations plan. The

peace-keeping forces of the united Nations have been awarded the Nobel Peace

Prize. The Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet is about to honour us

with his presence. How and why has all this come about? What conclusions can we

draw? What does all this say about the United Nations?

we cannot claim a single cause. Clearly, the readiness of the super-Powers to

search for common solutions is a major factor. So is the weariness with war and

suffering and confrontation. But high on our list must be the conclusion that the

security provisions of the Charter are working better and that Member States have

turned to the United Nations to help resolve their problems. Indeed, we believe

the Charter is as relevant now to an ordered and civilized world as it was over

40 years ago. So we need to think very carefully and very fully about any

proposals for new systems, or new concepts or new approaches that might undermine

or rival the Charter.

For the past two years the Soviet Union has been promoting the idea that a new

and comprehensive system of international peace and security is necessary. From

the outset we welcomed this interest by the Soviet Union and its allies in the

United Nations as an indication of their willingness to co-operate with the rest of

the world community in finding international solutions to the problems of our

time. But the Soviet proposals were couched in very general terms, yet terms which

seemed to suggest that the Charter was not up to the job of maintaining

international peace and security. So my delegation and many others reserved

judgement on the comprehensive system and asked the Soviet Union to tell us in

clear and precise terms what it was all about.

It has been a long and difficult process. I listened with great interest and

attention to the statement by the representative of the Soviet Union on Wednesday.
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We have been given an aide~emoire (A/43/629, annex), statements, speeches and

explanations, but the proposal for a comprehensive system, or approach, as it is

now called, is still a web of generalities. The need for dialog:~ is stressed. Of

course, we welcome dialogue, because dialogue is our business. But we need to know

what we are talking about, what is the object of the exercise, and what we are

being asked to endorse. My delegation remains unclear, and the generalities in

draft resolution A/C.l/43/L.74 do little to enlighten us. If the purpose is to

discuss specific proposals and ideas for strengthening the United Nations, that is

fine. But if the purpose is, as the draft resolution suggests, to promote an

approach which reflects a certain view of inter-State relations and to impose this

on the United Nations, we must have severe reservations.

The Committee will recall that last year the sponsors wanted a group of

outside experts to prepare a report on the comprehensive system. But in the end,

when the Committee made it clear that we did not need outside experts to make up

our minds for us, the sponsors agreed that instead the Secretary-General should be

asked to prepare a report, based on the views of Member States, on the ways and

means by which the subject might be considered. We have that report before us.

If the subject of the comprehensive system had been of compelling interest and

importance, we could have expected contributions to the study from many Member

States. But in fact only the sponsors, the 12 members of the European Community,

and one other State, Viet Nam, offered their views to the Secretary-General. The

remainder of the membership did nothing, thereby underlining their lack of interest

in the subject.

let we are again asked to consider a comprehensive system of international

peace and security, though the more innocent-sounding word "approach" is being used

to describe the same proposal. We certainly welcome the individual ideas that have

been put forward in the process, and we are ready to discuss each and everyone, on

I
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its merits and in the right place. Some are good. Some are less good. We

welcome, for example, the Soviet interest in peace-keeping, and agree that new ways
must be found to finance this valuable field of United Nations clctivity. let us
talk about them. Then there is a proposal that we should pass more consensus

resolutions at the General Assembly. We certainly like consensus resolutions, but
not for their own sake. What counts is the meeting of minds. Nb country should

feel silenced for the sake of consensus. We are not here to paper over'cracks.

Despite what we have been told in the Soviet statement and in the statements
today by the other sponsors of draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.74, we believe that the
proposed comprehensive system or approach seeks to create an unnecessary

complication in the handling of the various areas of our activities here at the
United Nations. We do not believe, as it has been suggested we may, that security
is only a military matter. Certainly not. But we do question whether it is

helpful to suggest that there is a direct relationship between the different issues
that we deal with here at the United Nations. Should we put droughts and

hurricanes, over which man has little control, alongside the peaceful settlement of
disputes, as part of international security?

dng used
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In one of the recent explanatory notes about the comprehensive system we were told

b¥ the sponsors that

"The First Committee, as disarmament and security Committee, should remain the

forum for a multilateral dialogue on a broad range of issues of comprehensive

approach to international security, serving as a 'bank of ideas'. Proposals

that are ready for practical consideration may, in due time, be discussed in

appr opr ia te committees. "

My delegation takes a different view. We do not think that the First

Committee should appoint itself the "ideas bank" of the United Nations~ deciding

when and where we may discuss various proposals. Instead, we are ready to look at

each proposal and each idea on its merits and to consider them in the appropriate

bodies and committees.

The Soviet Union knows of the reservations of many members of the Committee

about the comprehensive system. last year we said that we did not like the words

"comprehensive system" because they implied rivalry with the Charter. We said that

it was the behaviour of States, not the inadequacy of the Charter, that was the

threat to international peace and security.

The latest version of the draft resolution takes some account of the points

made to the authors. They have dropped many of the words and phrases that we

objected to. But they have not relented in their drive to put on the Unit'!d

Nations agenda a comprehensive blueprint for the functioning of the Organization,

which we think is unjustified and unnecessary. We have to remember what is in the

recoId as well as what is in the draft resolution, and this adds up to a view of

relations between States and the functioning of this Organization which we do not

share. The packaging may have changed, but we cannot ignore the history of the

parcel. The suggestion that the sponsors might be prepared to remove the

references to earlier resolutions on the comprehensive system in return for support
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for their draft resolution is in some ways appealing. But they are not offering to

remove the material which is already on the table and which contains the ideas and

the approach that we find unacceptable. A word change here or a deletion there is

not enough.

On the other hand, we welcome new thinking by the Soviet Union and are

gratified and encouraged by the co-operation and openness with which we can now

discuss world problems. The atmosphere in this Committee, for example, has

improved beyond recognition in recent years. It gives us hope for the future.

We are ready, anxious, willing, to discuss every idea that could make the

United Nations function better in the cause of international peace and security.

But we do not see that yet another annual debate in this Committee on the

comprehensive system is a constructive way to pursue it. Nor can we accept any

implication that the Charter is out of date and unequal to the task of maintaining

international peace and security. The United Nations has had one of the best years

since its foundation. Let us not undermine that foundation, lest we we~ken the

very cause we all believe in.

Mr. SCIlttIDT (Federal Republic of Germany) I Mr. Chairman, other members

of my delegation have already extended to you our congratulations. Let me seize

this opportunity to tell you how much m¥ delegation appreciates the most skilful

and efficient way in which you are conducting the work of the Committee. The

improved working atmosphere in the Committee is certainly due also to your efforts.

My remarks are in addition to the statements which the representative of

Greece delivered on behalf of the 12 member States of the European Community on

23 November and this morning, to which my delegation, of course, fully subscribes.

This year the United Nations has demonstrated - to the surprise of some, to

the satisfaction of all - how effectively it can contribute to maintaining

international peace and security. Under its auspices the Geneva agreements were
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worked out, providing for the withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan in

order to allow the Afghan people to exercise their right to self"1ietermi,nation. We
abou

hope that the withdrawal of troops will be completed in time and that the Afghan

sense of responsibility, not only for the well-being of their nations but also for

encouraging developments in other areas of conflict, which I do not have to

people will then be able to form a truly representative Government. In the cruel

the f

;;:ome a sign ofIn the minds of our peoples the United Nations has again

hope. It is considered the place where Governments have to give proof of their

en\lllerate here.

war between Iran and Iraq a cease-fire has been reached. The Secretary-General is

speedy implementation of Security Council resolution 598 (1987). There are also

conducting negotiations to consolidate the cease-fire and to achieve the full and

the problems which transcend national interests. Indeed, national interests have

been more and more eclipsed by global issues in certain areas. My Government is

convinced that, ill t.he face of growing global problel'lL'3 and increasing

interdependence, the United Nations has to play an ever more important role. And

the Organization can do it if Governments are prepared to co~perate on the basis

of the Charter.
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My delegation notes with satisfaction that in the discussion about
shrin

international security in the Committee there seems to be more awareness of the

Charter system as a unique and irreplaceable instrument which should be cherished

and not allowed to be called into question. My delegation also welcomes the fact

that ideas which may be relevant to international security, but which do not fall

We ha

clear

By it

conde

directly within the competence of this Committee, have been put forward in the

approptiate bodies.
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Last year my delegation had occasion to present to the Committee a few remarks

about the security system of the Charter as we understand it. We pointed to the

gap which still exists bet~een the principles of the Charter and the realities of

international relations. We added that con.crete measures should be taken to bridge

the gap. This time I should like to dwell a little more on one aSPeCt of

international security and discuss how the risk of the outbreak of armed conflict

can be reduced. At the beginning of this statement I recalled the recent progress

towards the settlement of certain conflicts. While there is, of course, reason for

gratification about these developments, we should not forget how many lives are

destroyed, how much suffering has to be endured and how much damage is done before

the final settlement of such conflicts.

Should we consider that cruel reality as inalterable, should we regard wars

and foreign invasions, aggression and suppression as inevitable because history -

at least as most of us have studied it - is filled with such occurrences? Some

might call that realistic, but it is not. The reality has changed and we are

facing a new situation. Wars and armed conflicts have become llDre destructive than

ever before. It is difficult to isolate them in a world of interdependence and

shrinking distances. Weapons are becoming more effective and more wide-ranging.

We have seen recently the cruel effects of chemical weapons, which were used in

clear contradiction of the Geneva Protocol and other rules of international law.

By its resolutions 612 (1988) and 620 (1988), the Security Council has unanimously

condemned that use.
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en the occasion of the awarding of the Dag Hammar sic jOld Medal to Sir Br ian

Urquhart, Foreign Minister Gensc:her of the Federal Republic of Germany put forward

some views about a new code of cooduct in internatiooal relations and on replacing

confrootation by co-operation in all areas of international relations. Referring to

the view of Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar that a new co-operative

internationalism is required to meet the challenges that the United Nations faces

at the threshold of the twenty-first century, Mr. Gensc:her stressed the need to

define the parameters of a co-operative security policy 00 a world-wide scale. He

added that, on the bas is of our exper iences in Europe, the follow ing e1emen ts seem

to be of pr imary importance~

Fir st, our coDlllOn survival must be the objective of any secur ity policy. The

security interests of all others must be respected and any str iving for

precbminance and supremacy must be renounced. That also excludes the str iving for

unilateral adlTantages.

Secondly, hostile perceptions should be dismantled and peaceful <.\ttitudes and

respect fer other nations should be enhanced. That applies not only to west and

East, but equally to the relationship between N:>rth and South and the nations of

the third ''1orld.

Thirdly, openness, democratization and humanization of societies and the

wexld-wide implementation of the thited Nations human rights cOl7enants and of other

comitments sum as those undertaken by the signatories of the Helsinki Final Act

are essential elements of a co-operative peace order. N:>t. only are human rights

indivisible, they are also not amenable to regionalization.

Fourthly, in our interdependent werld we must create nutual dependencies in a

positive sense. WOrld-wide co-operation for mutual benefit must be enlarged and

intensified and must be rendered irreversible.
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In that context, Mr. Genscher underlined the active and constructive role that

regional organizations should play under the Charter. Their first and foremost

task is to prevent wars in their regions. My Government, therefore, supports all

peace initiatives originating from the regions directly concerned.

For the foreseeable future, an effective defence will remain the foundation of

the security of our peoples. There is no other mechanism in place or in sight that

could truly guarantee international security. There are also, however, specific

non-military measures which can at least reduce the risk of conflict and war and

which, taken together, can form a kind of additional safety net. Those measures

are essentially of two kindsl first, measures aimed at strengthening stability in

a very broad sense and, secondly, the use of diplomatic means to prevent the

outbreak of conflicts and war.

In both respects, the role of the United Nations is crucial.

In order to increase stability, countries should first of all make available

more information about their security policy, for example about their military

strategy and the corresponding structure of their military forces. A Government

that is hiding or even distorting information of that kind is bound to create

concern and suspicion among its neighbours. Increased openness and a free

discussion on security matters, as is customary in democratic societies, will avoid

that and would also make it more difficult to prepare a surprise attack against any

country, should a Government wish to undertake such an unjustifiable action.

One small step towards increased transparency is the contribution of national

data to the United Nations standardized reporting system for military

expenditures. My Government regularly provides very detailed information to that

system, which has been in place since 1980. We urge other Member States to

contribute as well.
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Increased transparency is also called for in the field of international arms

transfers. My delegation notes with satisfaction that our idea of establishing an

additional United Nations register of international exports and imports of weapons

was taken up in draft resolution 43!L.22, which was adopted by the Committee.

Those measures should be considered as a modest beginning. More could and should

be done.

Confidence-building measures are closely linked with the concept of

transparency. They are, however, directed more specifically to certain military

activities. Their immediate objective is to avoid misunderstandings about the

motivation of such activities and thus to reduce and if possible to eliminate

mistrust and fear. In so doing, they can also diminish causes of tension and the

risk of hostilities. The draft guidelines for confidence-building measures that

were elaborated on the initiative of my Q>vernment have now been endorsed by

consensus in the Committee. We trust that the discussion on confidence-building

measures will continue and lead to more concrete results. In Europe, a second

round of negotiations should include the improvement and strict appliance of

measures already agreed in Stockholm in 1986, as well as the elaboration of new

confidence- and security-building measures.

In the view of my Q>vernment, the reduction of armaments or the ban of certain

weapons should also help to establish a balance of forces and thus lead to greater

stability and diminish the risk of war. '1b achieve that, the first step has to be

the elimination of numerical superiority. The superiority of one country or

alliance is bound to be a matter of concern to those who might become subject to

attack. It might also, particularly in a period of crisis, constitute a temptation

to those who dispose of super ior forces. Moreover, numer ical imbalance has a

tendency to lead to a never-ending arms build-up. Its elimination is therefore an



RS

JB/ll

important step towards stability.

A/C.l/43/PV.48
49

(Mr. Schmidt, Federal Republic
of Germany)

an

>ns

Ld

he

t

9

tain

.ter

I be

:0

IHon

an

The second step, then, must be the establishment by mutual agreement of a

stable and secure balance at a lower level of forces. Those principles have been

widely recognized, at least as far as concerns the situation in Europe, for which

they were conceived. They will be the basis for negotiations on conventional arms

control in Europe which, in our view, should begin as soon as possible. It would

seem to be worthwhile to examine whether those principles can be applied to other

regions as well.

My delegation believes that we might even go beyond those principles. We

should first of all reflect on the purpose of military forces in terms of the

security system of the Charter. k:cording to Article 2 paragraph 4 of the Charter,

"All Members shall refrain in their international relations from the

threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political

independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the

Purposes of the United Nations".

The use of military force, under the Charter, is legitimate only as a measure

of individual or collective self-defence under Article Sl or - though under present

circumstances it is a more or less theoretical case -.within the framework of

Article 42.

Member States, therefore, should structure their military forces in such a way

that they do not go beyond defensive purposes. They should have a purely defensive

strategy. My country and the alliance of which it is a member respect those

principles. My country would like to see them respected and applied by the Soviet

Union and its allies. That is our aim in the negotiations on conventional arms

control that I mentioned before.



JB/ll A/C. 1/43/PV. 48
SO

(Mr. SChmidt, Federal RepUblic
of Germany)

But the limitation of military capabilities to defensive purposes is of

universal importance. The size, equipment and deployment of forces should be

geared towa~ the need for defence. Capabilities for launching surprise attack and

initiating large-scale offensive action should be eliminated. Weapons systems that

are necessary for capturing and holding foreign territories should be limited by

mutual agreement. Those are just a few examples of measures that could be

envisaged. Their application to specific strategic situations has, of course, to

be carefully studied.

Let me now turn to the second category of measures that I wanted to discuss.

The use of diplomatic means to prevent the outbreak of conflicts is, of course, not

within the primary responsibility of the First Committee. It was the Special

Committee on the Charter that elaborated a declaration on the prevention and

removal of threats to peace. My delegation was among the sponsors of that

initiative, which, we hope, will be endorsed during this session of the General

Assembly. Pragmatic ways have been found in the declaration of making more

effective use of existing United Nations instruments. After the establishment of

the Office for Research and Collection of Information, the Secretary-General, who

has a vital role to play, especially in the early stages of a conflict, is better

equipped for that function. In the search for practical improvements of the

collective security system embodied in the Charter, we believe that fact-finding is

a promising subject for further study.
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That was also pointed out in the recent report of the Secretary-General on the

work of the Organization. The parties to any dispute of course remain under the

obligation to use the methods enumerated in Article 31 of the Charter to solve it

by peaceful means. The Security Council can call on them to do so and, if

necessaIY, take further actions. The declaration contains some interesting

reconunendations in that regard. I would add that my delegation considers the idea

of dispatching observer missions for preventive purposes as one worth exploring.

Most of the measures I have just mentioned need further study and discussion.

Let us take up that task, and let us not lose time by lengthy discussions about

concepts of a more abstract nature. Let us begin to weave that safety net to which

I alluded earlier, which may reduce the risk and ultimately prevent the outbreak of

armed conflict. The task is enormous, and success might be uncertain. But we

would not live up to our respons ibili ty if we did not even tIY.

Mr. OOEIDAT (Jordan) (interpretation from Arabic): The Mediterranean

region, the cradle of three divine messages, enjoys a special status that sets it

apart from all other regions of the globe, as it has from time immemorial. It is a

region of geographical, political and cultural importance. The Mediterranean has

always played an extraordinary role in the international arena and has had enormous

influence on international developments. It is the crossroads of continents and

sea-lanes, the crossroads of cultures and civilizations, the crossroads of thr~e

continents, Asia, Europe and Africa.

The unique importance of the Mediterranean region makes it a focus of

attention not only for those who live there or nearby but also for those far

removed from it. That has made stability in the region precarious. Indeed, it can

be said that for very long periods the region has had no stability at all, and for

most of history has been characterized by tension, crises and conflicts.
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The continuing tension in the region gives reason for grave concern, and its

causes are well known. Foremost among them are the denial of the rights of the

Arab Palestinian people to self-determination, Zionist practices in the region, the

tremendous extent of foreign interference in Lebanon, aggression against the

sovereignty of States and interference in their internal affairs, as well as denial

of their right to pursue the path of social and economic development they choose,

and the foreign military presence, including the nuclear presence, of States

distant from the region, not to mention the stockpiling of weapons, including

nuclear weapons, there. The sources of tension in the region are well known - the

question of Palestine, the question of the Middle East, the question of Lebanon,

the question of ~prus, and the use of force.

There is a need to take serious steps to establish security and stability in

the Mediterranean region. Efforts must be made to eliminate the current hotbeds of

tension existing there and to prevent a further arms build-up in the region.

Attempts to deal with those hotbeds of tension within the framework of bloc

interests intended to tip the balance towards one bloc or the other. can only

further negatively affect international peace and security. The delegation of the

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan firmly believes that the conversion of certain regions

into zones of peace and co-operation would be conducive to the elimination of

tension and anxiety in those regions and to the promotion of international peace

and security in general. My Government has therefore been following the question

of the promotion of security, peace and co-operation in the Mediterranean region

with great interest and hopes it can be freed of tension, disputes, crises and

outside interference.
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The Mediterranean region and security and co-<>peratien therein are

inextricably linked to security in Europe. The achievement of security and

co-<>peration in either regien would have an immediate and positive effect on the

other. It would be an error to talk of European security without taking into

account the security of the Mediterranean region, given the orgCllic link between

the two. IDgic dictates that we recognize that the achievement of security in

ei ther region is contingent upon its achievement in the other. Many events have

confirmed that what happens in the Mediterranean region affects the whole of Europe

and other regions too.

The importance of that mutual influence has been reaffirmed in the Cenference

on security and Co-<>peration in Europe (<:'SCE) and in the Helsinki Cbcument of

August 1975. There, for the first time, provisions pertaining to questions of

security and co-<>peration in the Mediterranean were aCbpted by the States memers

of the CSCE. The need to consolidate stability in the Mediterranean will continue

to receive the attention of the Conference on security and Co-<>peration in Europe.

In that connection mention must be made of the efforts of the nen-aligned

Mediterranean States, which represent an effective contributien to achievement of

the goal of mak ing that region a zene of peace and co-<>peration. Since the meeting

at Valletta, Malta, in 1984, the non-aligned States of the Mediterranean region

have worked towards the achievement of that objective, which would lead to clcser

ties be tween the peoples of the Medi terr anean and incr eased unders tanding and

co-<>peration among them.
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The Foreign Ministers of the non-aligned Mediterranean States, in their

statement adopted at Brioni in June 1987, affirmed the need for wider consultations

and co~peration between the States members of the Conference on Security and

Co~peration in EUrope, on the one hand, and the non-aligned Mediterranean

countries, on the other. The four documents adopted at Brioni pointed out the

problems of the Mediterranean region and emphasized the readiness and seriousness

of the non-aligned States in directing their efforts towards aChieving stability in

the Mediterranean region.
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They also reaffirmed the importance of a continuation and consolidation of

dialogue between the noo-aligned M:!diterranean States, on the one hand, and the

European countries, on the other, in particular those littoral to the

Mediterranean. The Foreign Ministers of the noo-aligned countries referred to that

at their meeting in Cyprus last summer.

The close link between the security of the M:!diterranean and that of Europe is

based on security in the Middle East. The application of justice and the

implementation of the principles of the United Nations Charter, as well as the

united Nations resolutions relevant to the key issue in the Middle East, that is,

the ques tion of Pales tine and the conven ing, under the auspices of the Un ited

Nations, of the International Peace Conference, with the participition of all the

parties to the conflict, including the Palestine Liberation Organizat:ton,

constitute a good basis 00 which to proceed towards the main objectiv·e, namely, the

achievement of security and co-operation in the M:!diterranean and European regions.

Mr. INGLES (Philippines): This );base of our wor'j( deals with

international security. To a certain extent it does not have th.e drama and tension

of that );base which deals wi th disarmament. At the same time it is important

because it deals with positive ways in which international security could be

brought about.

Lasting secur ity 00 an international and regional basis has eluded us for

40-odd years since the adoption of the Charter, al though the maintenance of

international peace and security is the main responsibility of the United Nations.

ltlile we have avoided a nuclear holocaust, tensions and conflicts still persist in

many areas of the world, mainly among developing countries. Indeed, more people

have died in those conflicts - in which conventional, biological and chemical

weapons have been used - than in the two wor ld war s that preceded them. Thus,
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while c;:onflict has been avoided between the major Powers, local wars still

preoccupy the smaller countries of the world.

Sl,ch a bleak picture of the world must, however, be balanced by developmen ts

on the international scene that affect security in positive ways.

It is time that we looked at security from a different perspective. There are

certair. signs that the two super-Powers may be ending a period of quasi-cold war

confrootation, as is evidenced by the Treaty on the Elimination of

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles and current negotiations to cut

strategic offensive weapons by 50 per cent. Attention is not focused on certain

regions of the wor Id and on how CX>llUIIOn secur ity might best be ach ieved in such

regions. In additioo to i:he Mediterranean and the Levant, a system of security is

also soucjlt for such areas as the Indian OCean, the SOuth Atlantic and fJ'le As ia

Pacific regioo. Antarctic, the oceans of the world and outer Sp;1ce lire the common

herita~ of mankind that we wish to see free of conflict.

Other hicjlly significant developments have taken place, as in the Iran-Iraq

conflict, which is winding down, and in Afgha.'listan where foreign forces at being

pulled out. Winds of change blow also OI7er the Middle Ec:st. The declara tion of

independence of a Palestine Stat~ I ••le Palestinian National Council, as well as

its acceptance of security Council resolutions 242 ,1967) and 338 (1973), opens the

door for the possibility of an international cx>nference on the Middle East and

ultimtely to the resolution of the Palestine question. We know that progress

towards sum an end will be arduous and difficult, but it is an opportunity that

should not be 017er looked •

In tha southern regions of the African cx>ntinent, the withdrawal of foreign

troops from Angola and Namibia also prc)mises to bring an end to long-standing

conflicts which have plagued that area. We laud the secret.:-:lry-General's efforts in

this regard, as tfell as those of count:cies that ha\l'e aided him in this endeavour.
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In Central America, efforts by countries of that regioo to find a common and

indigenous solution to their seour ity problems also deserve to be commended. In

this connection we regard the adoption of a draft resolution 00 conventional arms

transfers in our action on disarmament items as being a positive step that may help

not ooly that region but other regions as well.

In our own area of South-East Asia, we would also hope to see an en<3 to

foreign occupation and interver.tion in Kamtuchea that would facilitate the

establishment of a, zene of peace, fr"eedom and neutrality and a nuclear-~eapon-free

zene in south-East Asia. The willingness expressed by Powecs outside this region

to deal directly \vith this problem as a matter of priority is a positive sign.

Countries menbers of the Association of SOuth-East Asian Nations '\rlill spare no

effor t to ach ieve a jus t and las ting peace in the Indo-Chinese pen insula.

Beginning next year we shall see a rapid succession of international

conferences and preparatory meetings that will in effect lay the groundwork for

international security for t\le 1990s and the next century.

From 7 to 11 January, the Government of the Retublic of France will host the

Paris conference dealing with chemical weapons. This will give further impetus to

the ongoing negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva towards a

chemical weapons convention. We may recall that the 1925 Geneva Protocol was

concluded after chemical weapons had been used dur ing the Fir st ~r ld Wllr. We may

also hope that the long-awaited chemical weapons conventioo will serve as a

stronger reiteration of the Geneva Protoool and as an effective instrument to bar

any fur ther use of these terr ible weapons in the fu ture.

Next year we shall also witness the preparatory meetings for the review of the

non-proli rera tion Treaty and for the Conference on the Indian OCean, respectiVely,

which are scheduled to take place in 1990. We would also hope that steps will be
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taken, beginning next year, to amend the partial test-ban Treaty in order to bring

us finally to a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty.

we can thus see that our agenda is full of measures to assure international

peace and security in the loog run. OUr experience during the past decades,

however, show us that treaties and conventions have not been enough to prOlTide us a

safety net for all the conflicts and tensions occurring in the latter half of this

century.

Two issues of special importance - verification and compliance - came up

during our debate on disarmament, which indicate the vigilance and political

restraint that nations must exercise even after treaties have been signed. and

ratified.
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The role of the United Nations cannot be underestimated in this regaro. A

multilateral agency on verification under the auspices or within the existing

framework of the United Nations would serve to shore up the system of security

based in part on treaties and conventions.

It is perhaps a symptom of our era that disarmament occupies the greatest part

of our time in the First Committee. Much effort, thought and rhetoric are spent on

how to curb the arms race. It must be admitted, however, that we have not yet had

much success in that endeavour either. Perhaps it is time that we approached this

problem from another angle. Disarmament, after all, is a negative effort. It is

concerned with subtraction, reduction and, ultimately, total abolition of

armament. Disarmament is thus equated with peace.

We have been told also that the arms race is a symptom rather than a cause of

the confrontation between the super-Powers. In the light of the emerging detente

between the super-Bowers, it may be time that we moved on to a broader and more

positive aspect - namely, that of security to attain peace. In its original

meaning, security signifies freedom from danger, care or fear. Although, in our

world, disarmament may be an important component of security, disarmament is not

the end-all or be-all of security. Disarmament is only a piece of the mosaic that

constitutes the fabric of our society.

Security in its widest sense is based on many factors, involving not merely

political and military aspects but also economic, social, cultural, environmental

and humanitarian aspects. The economic factor has become m:>re urgent and

compelling because of the ever-widening gap between the rich and the poor nations.

Security for the developing nations means the establishment of a new international

economic order so that they may share equitably in the world's wealth and

resources. The world cannot remain at peace half rich and half poor, just as it

cannot long survive half free and half in chains. Indeed, security is the common
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denominator that underpins the purposes of the United Nations embodied in Article 1

of the Charter.

Our basic anchor in our discussion of security will therefore be the overall

collective mechanism established by the Charter to achieve the purposes of the

United Nations. At the same time, our reflection on security will have to include

other aSpe!'lts that may not have been self-evident at the time of the adoption of

the Charter.

When the Charter WaS written, its authors were not fully aware of the awesome

destruction that a new kind of arms - the nuclear weapon - would be capable of

unleashing. Who would have envisaged then that this new weapon could wipe out life

on this planet in a matter of minutes? 1bday we have 50,000 of that new weapon to

contend with. The 50 per cent reduction of existing strategic nuclear weapons

targeted for this year and the elimination of such weapons by the year 2,000 will

not do away with the problem of our security. Already they are talking of a new

generation of nuclear weapons. Moreover, even with the total abolition of nuclear

weapons we shall still have to reckon with chemical, biological and conventional

arms.

At the time of the creation of the United Nations, more than two-thirds of the

n~tions represented in this forum today were not yet present to manifest their

will. Who could have foreseen all of their security concerns and requirements

within the present vastly changed framework of the United Nations? 1bday we are

also beset by problems that no one then could have accurately foreseen - for

instance, the problems of pollution and the depletion of the ozone layer, massive

famine and catastrophic weather patterns, upheavals and expulsion of peoples from

their native lands. Running like a golden thread through these problems is the

theme of common survival, which can best be dealt with only by common effort.
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It is time we put aside our blinders and broke loose from the customary wraps

of self-imposed limitations. We must approach the problem of security in a more

positive, realistic and comprehensive way.

As we reflect on the ramifications and implications of security at this stage

of our debate, we shall find that there will inevitably be an overlap with the

concerns of other Committees. Security is, after all, a seamless web. Achievement

of security in the political and military fields will naturally have repercussions

on and consequences for security in the economic, social, cultural, environmental

and humanitarian fields. The converse is also true. Security may therefore be

achieved by applying our energies in as many fields as possible. The locus will,

however, still have to be this Committee, whose primary concern it is.

My delegation is therefore in favour of a more realistic, comprehensive and

integrated approach to strengthening international peace and security, always'

bearing in mind that this would have to be done ,in accordance with the Charter of

the United Nations. Such an approach should take into consideration the concerns

as well as the initiatives of regional and subregional groups. Innovative and more

effective use of existing Charter provisions, such as the role of the

Secretary-General and of regional arrangements or agencies in monitoring and

~lintaining international peace and security, is called for. The function of

international co-operation under the aegis of the General Assembly in solving

international economic, social, cultural and humanitarian problems should be

developed creatively in order to lessen tensions and conflicts which impair

friendly relations ~long nations and threaten or undermine international peace and

security. Needless to say, strict observance of the principles of the United

Natior~ and of international law includes respect for the decisions of the

International Court of Justice.
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United Nations.

today.

we had the ancient security of empires such as the Fax Romana, or the Concert of

(Mr. Ingles, Philippines)

A/C.1/43/pV.48
64

The CHAERMAN: I should like to remind delegations that the deadline for

Powers that existed in the nineteenth century. These were shattered in the

I wish to conclude my remarks by saying that in previous times security was

The meeting rose at 12.40 p.m.

BCI'/fr

precarious balance of terror between the super-Bowers. As we approach another

twentieth centuIY, and the United Nations is still picking up the pieces from where

the League of Nations left off. But world peace and security still hangs on the

often thought of as something that was imposed from without or from above. Thus,

millenium, we are faced with the challenge of achieving peace and security with the

the submission of draft resolutions under agenda items 71, 72 and 73 is 6 p.m.

consent and for the benefit of all mankind. That way lies human fulfilment in

dignity, equality and freedom, through universality and common allegiance to the
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