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The meeting was called to order at 3,20 p.m.

STATEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN

The CHAIRMAN: | am deeply honoured to have the pr ivilege of chair ing the

meeting of this Committee, which hu such a long and important rroord here gt the

United Nations. |shouldliketo ® JIS5[A ot the outset that | am very grateful to the

representative of Zaire, Mr. Bagbeni, who as Chairman of the First Committrr last

year nominated me for the position Of Chairman th is year. I know that I am

® xpressing thr sentiments of all members Of the Committee vhen | ® Xxtmd to

Mz . Bagbeni aongratuktionr and gratituk for the ® XN OO0OSSX manner in which ha
conducted our del iberations last year am well as for h is outs tanding con tr ibu tion

to the outcoms of the work of the Committee |art year .

| know that the tasks assigned ({0 the First Committee are not easy and
therefore, in our work this year, | will count On your valuable hrlp and
co-operation. |, far my part, will always ho availablr to assist delegations jp

the drily business of the Commi ttee and in the important wor k Of consultatio-s tha:

we shall SOON be undertak ing.

| am alro gratified to note that | oan ocount on the valuable exper ience,
ocompetence md knowledge Of the Under-Secretary-General for Dicarmamant Affeirs,
Mr, Yasushi Akamhi, and of the Under-Secretary-General for Political and Security
Counoil Affaicrs, Mr. vasiliy Safronchuk, | wish to offer both of them my full
co-operation, | am gratified rImo to note that | can count on the valuable
experience of Mr. S8ohrab Kheradi, Secretary of long standing in this Committee and
well known tO all member |, and indeed also On that of h is colleagues in the

gSecretariat. All of us will be at the service of the Committee.
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BLECT 0N OF 'rHE VICE~CHBAIRMEN AND THE RAPPORTEUR

The CHAIRMAN:; Before \Wa begin the ® |[ration of the Vice=Chairmen and the

Rapporteur, | should like to draw to thr ® ttmtion of members of the Committee o
the decision taken Dy the Gener al Assembly at its 1935th meeting, on

22 September 1971, concerning thr procedure for the election of officers of the
Main Committees. According to that decision, the nomination of candidates ® hould
be limited to one statement for each candidate, after which the Committn should
immediately proceed to thr ® |Irotion. Thor efor a, the Committee will follow this
procadure today.

Mr. GUTIERREZ (Costa Rica) (interpretation from Spanish) 1 Allow me fir at

of all to expreas to you, Sir, on behalf of my coun try, our warmest congra tulations
on your eléction as Chairnan of th is important Committee of the General Assembly.
Because of your personal skills, your recognized ® xporionw in dissrmament
negotiations and the fact that you represent a ocountry that enjoys groat respect in
the international oommunity, we are sure that with you presiding over our meetings
our work Will be crowned +x ¢ 8 uccess.

Last 'sar my country war the first Vice-Chairman of this Committee. |t was
for ma a most valuable experience. | learned a great deal in participating in the
work of the officers of the Committee because | shared the important tasks of the
then Chairman, Mr, Bagbeni Adeito Nzengeya of Zaire, and those o. the second
Vice-Chairman, Mr. Nashashibi Of Jordan, and of the Rapporteur,

Mr. Kazsimier z Tomaszewsk i of Poland, | take this opportunity to express my thanks
anc! those of my dalegation to those officers.

Today one of the treks of our Committee is to elect the Vice~Chairmen and the
Rapporteur, According to the ruler , | have the pr ivilege of nominating as fir st

Vice-Chairman of the First Committee Mr. Victor Batiouk of the Ukrainian Soviet

Socialist Repuhlic.
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(Mr, Gutierrez, Costa Rica)

Boen in 1939, Mr. Batiouk joined his ocountry's foreign service in 1962,

immediately aftrr graduating from the State Instituta of International Affairs in
Moscow. Since then he ham hold various positions in the Poreign Minis try Of the
UKrainian Ssuviet Socialist Republic and represented his counwey in itS Permanent
Mission to tha United Nations

Mr. Batiouk, who is at present head of tha Department of Inkrnational Affair s
Of the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry, has participated aativaly in sessions of the
Fir st Commi ttee and tha General Assembly. He has shown here tha groat exper ience
ha hu acquired in the various ® ativitios and procedures of multilateral
diplomacy. He has participated at vuioua sessions of tha General Assambly from
i ta twenty-second to i ts th irty-second se.sion and was ® Otivo between the for tie th
and for ty-second sessions. He also took part in tha third special session of tha
General Assembly devoted t0O dissrmament.

For all these reasons we are convinced that Mr. Batiouk will contribute
grutly to the success of the task you have been asked to oarry out, Mr. Chairman,

and therefore | have great pleasure in nominating Mr. Batiouk as Vioa-Chairman of

this Committee.
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The CHAIRMAN: | thank the representative Of Costa Rica for the
nomination of Mr. Victor G. Batiouk of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic for
the post of Vice-Chairman. 1 wish to convey to him the Committee's appreciation of
his outstanding contribution to the work of the Committee in his capacity as
Vice-Chairman during last year's session.

There being no other nomination, | take it that in accordance with rule 103 of
the rules of procedure and with established practice the Committee wishes to
dispense with the vote by secret ballot and to declare Mr. Victor G. Batiouk
elected Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr. Victor G. Batiouk (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) was elected

Vice-Chairman of the First Committee by acclamation.

Mr. OBEIDAT (Jordan) (interpretation from Arabic): Since this is the
first time | have spoken in the Committee, Sir, it gives me and my delegation great
pleasure to take this opportunity to congratulate you most sincerely on your
election as Chairman. We are fully confident that you will guide the Committee's
deliberations to a successful conclusion and that under your guidance we shall be
able to achieve the desired results, in view of your well-known ability and
competence. My delegation's pleasure is all the greater because of the excellent,
friendly relations between our two countries.

It gives me pleasure to nominate Ambassador Luvsandorjiin Bayart of the

People's Republic of Mongolia for election to the post of Vice-Chairman. The Asian

Group supports his candidacy.
Mr. Bayart, who was born in September 1945 in the Province of Sukh-~Batar in

Mongolia, graduated from tha Diplomatic Academy in Moscow and speaks Russian,

English and French. He joined his country's foreign ministry in 1969 an:; worked at

the Mongnlian Embassy in Algiers from 1970 to 1972, when he resumed his work at the
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Ministry for Foreign Affairs, wherr ho remained until 1975. brom 1975 to 1980 ho

worked ¢ the Third Secretary and then Second Secretary in his ocountry's Permanent
Mission t0 the united Nations and to othrr international organizations in Geneva.
From 1980 to 1964 ho again worked in the Ministry for Foreign Affair g, Since 1984
ho has been his country's Permanent Represrentative to thr United Nations in
Geneva, He alro chaired his ocountry's dolegation to the Conference on
Disarmament. He has participated in the twenty-fourth, fortieth and forty-first
sessions Of the General Assembly, in the First Committee. He also participated in
the third special session of the General Assembly devoted t0 disarmament, as
Vice~Chairman of the Committee of the Whole. He has taken part in the three Review
Conferences Of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
wWeapons, the Conference that led tO the Convention On the Law of the Sea, and the
discussions resul ting ° che biologioal weapons Convention. In 1966 ho cha ired the
Conference On Disarmament's Ad Hoc Committee ON Prevention Of an Arms Race in Cuter
Spae. Mr. Bayart has alro written numerous ar ticles on peace and disarmament.

In nominating Mr. Bayar t, my delegation hoper that he will be unanimoudy
eleo ted Via-Cha ir man.

The CHAIRMAN: | thank the representative of Jordan for his nomination of

Mr. Luvsandorjiin Bayart of Mongolia for election to the post of Vice-Chairman.

| wish to convey through him the Committee's appreciation to

Mr. ali Maher Nashashiri for his outstanding contribution to the Committee’'s work

in his capacity as Vice-Chairman at |art year's session.

There being N0 other nomination, | take it that, in accordance with rule 1u3

of the rule8 of procedure and with established practice the Committee wishes to
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dispense Wwith the vote by secret ballot md to declare Ambassador

Luvsandor jiin Bayart @ [ootid Vice=Chairman of the Pirst Committee by acclamation.

Mz, Luvsandorjiin Bayart (Mongolia) was ® |oofed Vice=Chairman of the Pirst

Commi ttee by ® oolam8tion .

The CHAIRMAN: I wish to extend to the two Vice=Chairmen my warmast

congratulationsonthe distinction that haSbeen conferreduponthornand to® XOOJH0
my confidence that we shall work together in a very harmonious manner with a view
to jointly discharging our responaibilities.

Mr. JANOWSKI (Poland) ¢+ 1 should like first, Sir, to congratulate you

sincerely on your ® lootion a8 Chairman of the Pirce Committee. I share completely

the view expressed by previous cpeakers that thank8 ¢ your ovtstanding diplomatic

skill, experience and qualifications you will lead our work to a ® uooe88ful

oconclusion.,
| also wish to congratulate our Via-Chairnmn on their ® |ootion, Lastly, I

wishto ® xpre88 mybestwishes to the Secretar iat,® OLOXSSee[A toMr.Kheradi, whose
assistance is of great value to all of us.,

| feel it a special honour and pleasure t0 submit the candidacy Of
Mr. Virgilio A. Reyes of the Philippine8 for thr port of Rapporteur.

Mr. Reyes, a Second Sacretary Of the Philippine8 Mission to the United
Nations, is a man with an exceptional educational background and significant
diplomatic expecience in various fields, particululy disarmament ® Tffair8. Having
completed hi8 studies at the Manila University, obtaining a Bachelor of Art8 degree
in humanities and a post-graduate Master of Art8 diploma in communications,

Mr, Reyes travelled to France, where he obta ined a doctorate in inter national
relations at thr University of Paris. Mr. Reyes also holds cer tificates of the

Institut frangais & Madrid, the Goethe Institut of Madrid, the Escuela Diplomatica
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de Madrid end the Institut d'études frangaises da Touraine. He is also a graduate
Of the Diplanatio Academy of Vienna and of the Institut international
d'adninistration publique of Paris,

Mr. Reyes became a consultant at thr Poreign Servica Institute in 1979 and
subsequently was deputy direator of the Department of Foreign Affairs in Manila, a
post which he held until 198u. Then he oompleted him next course of ® tUdieD at the
University of Par is, obtaining in 1981 a diploma of the Etudes supérieures
spéoialisées d'organ isations inter nationales. For two year s he wor ked am a special
assistanttotheFor @ hgnMini8ter. In 1983 he was delegated to the Philippine
Mission to the United Nations. 8ince then he ham participated in the work of the
main bodies of the United Nations.

Mr. Reyes ha8 also wor ked as a writer, teacher , translator and public
relation8 officer. Ho ha8 published a number of ® rtialem on foreign policy. He
speaks English, French, Spanish and German. In 1987 he partiocipated in the United
Nation8 disarmament fellowships programme.

Bearing in mind all those super b qualifications, | believe that Mr. Reyes is
® xoeptionally well quali tied to be Rappocteur Of the First Committee. | therefore

nominate him for election to that post.

The CHAIRMAN: | thank the representative of Poland for hi8 nomination of

Mr. virgilio A. Reyes Of the Philippine8 for election to the poet of Rapporteur.
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1 also want to thank him for hi8 kind wordr ® ddremmod to me. 14 m ocertainl

am expressing the ® antiment8 of all present when, through him, | aonvry our

grati tudr to Mr. Kasimier s Tomassewski for the tasks ho so ably per formed Guring

the for ty-seocond sess ion,
Member @ of the Committee have jus t heard the nomination of
Mr. Virgilio A. Reyes for the post of Rapporteur. As there ye no other

nominations, | take it that the Committee wishes co follow the earlier procedure tO

dispense With the secret ballot and to deolue Mr, Virgilio A. Reyes of the
Philippine8 ® Irotrd Rappor teur of the Pirst Committee by ® oalamtion.
Mr, Virgilio A: Reyes (Philippines) was @ |ooird Rappor teur of the First

Commi tter by acclamation,
The CHAIRMAN: Y/ @ inaraly congratulate Mr.Reyes on hiS election am

Rappor teur, and | invite him to take the place reserved for him on the podium.
| call on the representative of Zaire, Ambassador Bagbeni Adeito Nzengeya,
Chairman of the First Committee at tho forty-second ® ecamion of the General Assembly.

Mr . BAGBENI ADEITO NZENGEYA (zaire) (interpretation from Frmoh) s

Mr. Chairman, at the outset | thank you for your kind words addreared to me, which
reflect the fr iendship and co-operatior that have linked us since the forty-f irst

gsession OFf the General Assembly, at which yOU were Vice-Chairman Of the Committee.

As Chairman of the Fir st Committee at the for ty-seocond session of the
Goner al Assembly , it was my privilege and pleasure, at our £ irst plenary moating,
to Put forward your oandidaoy for the chairmanship Of the Committee. Backed up by
your undoubted talent8 am a nrgotiator, an ® minont diplomt end a man of letters, I
put forward Your oandidaoy, which was unanimously welcomed by the General Assembly,

aleuly indicating the great confidence of all menbers and their commitment to
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providing you with 811 possible assistance and oco-operation am you fulfilled your
mandate. Pleasebe® QOO0 of thefull readiness of my delegation to do likewise.

| alsowish ® inoordiy to congratulate Anbassador Victor Batiouk of the
Ukcainian Soviet Socialist Republic and Ambassador Bayart of Mongolia on their
elec tion as Vice=Cha irmen. Their intellrotual snd moral qualities, am well am
their professional qualifications, are an ® rnrmt of the ® ffootivene88 of the
contr ibution they will make to the ¢ uooamm of thr important work be fore us,
particularly the task of the Chairman.

Similarly, I congratulate Mr. Reyes of the Phil ippines, who ha8 bnn elected
Rapporteur of our Committee and Will assume very weighty responsibilities.

Sinoe | am ® paking after the constitution of thr Committee's Bureau, 1 oannot
fail to express my profound gratitude to all the members of the Committoe for their
active participation in, and substantial contribution to, the work and
deliberation8 Of the Committee at the forty 3Jecond session. Their cc-operation
proved particularly effective in overcoming all the difficulties the Committee had
to faoe lut year,

Here | have an opportunity to express my gratitude to all the members of the
Group of Friend8 of the Chairman, in par ticular the vice=Chairmen, Him Excellency
Ambassador Carlos Jose Gutierrez, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica and
Mr. Ali Maher Nashashibi, Minister Plmipoteniary of Jordan, and the Rapporteur,
Mr. Kazimierz Tomaszewski, Counsellor t0 the Permanent Mission of Poland at the
United Nationm. 7They were all able to afford me valuable advice for the proper
guidanoe of the Commi ttee lam t year.

| also benefited from the logistical support of Mr. Yasushi Akaehi,
Under-Secre tary-General for Disar mament AT fa irs , and Mr. Vas iliy Sa fronchuk ,
Under~-Secretary-General for Political and Security Council Affairs, to both of wh-ui

| should 1 Ike to convey my 8 incer eat thanks,
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Am far as thr Secretariat is concerned, | should like t0 make spacial mention
Of the Committee Secretary, Mr., Sohrab Kheradi, for the very competent and devoted

way in wvaich he ® mmimtod me in my functions 88 Chairman of thr Committee. All his

oolleagues joined him in giving me valuable assistance and unfa il ing co-oper ation,

which mad8 it possible for me to ® toor tho work of tha First Committee to a safe

harbour.
The First Committee is startingits work this year in S @ tmomphmro imbued

wi th hope, mark ing, am it doom, a new era in which the disputes that have subsisted

Up till now between a number Of coun tr ies seem to be moving towards happy outcomes,
and in which confrontation is giving my to dialogue O concerted @ otion is
leading to specific ® trpatoimproveworld e aaur ity.

The Nobel Peace Prisze, which ham been awarded to the United Nations
Peace- Kkeeping Forces, is an undeniable illustration of th is new era of peace and
perhaps unity throughout the world, particularly in the field of the peaceful
settelement of disputes.

In fact this is the first time since the Second wor |Id War that the two nualear
super-Powers have committed themselves tO embarking UpOn nuclear disarmament. The
Treaty signed in Washington On 8 December 1987, which was subsequently ratified in
Moscow, On the ® |imina tion of intermediate-range md shor tot-range nuclear
missiles, is undoubtedly a histor ic event of pr ime impor tance towards the reduction
of nuolear arsenals.

The First Committee, which on 21 October 1987 addressed a pressing appeal to
the two super-Powers to finalize their agreement8 in order to conclude them in
accordancs \VVith theircommitments, ® hould today ® xpremm it8 gr atitude to
President Reagan of the United states and President Gorbachev of the Union of
Soviet Soclalist Republics for responding positively to our appeal and concluding

that agreement with courage and determination.
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Our Committee expects that the two countries will pursue their negotiations in
the field of the reduction of nuclear strategic arms, which should lead to
agreements in accordance withs the rules of equilibrium and verification. Of
Course, the reduction of conventional weapons is likewise a concern of ours.

In this context we earnestly hope that concrete and verifiable agreements will

be concluded in the very sensitive area of military security and co-operation in

Europe among the 35 participants in the Stockholm Conference on Confidence- and
Secur ity-Building Measures and Disarmament in Europe.

The efforts made by the Geneva Disarmament Conference in the field of chemical
weapons also should be welcomed since the draft convention prohibiting the
utilization of chemical weapons is wvirtually withir. our grasp.

The creation of areas free of nuclear weapons urgently requires consideration
by the First Committee, as do the results of the programme adopted as a result of
the International Conference on the Relationship between bisarmament and
Development, held in New York from 24 August to 11 September 1987.

During the forty-third session the First Committee will have to take up very
complex matters relating to disarmament and international security. Once again we
must make every possible effort to carry out these tasks constructively to respond

to the appeal of the international community for general and complete disarmament

under effective inter national control.

At the conclusion of the work of the General Assembly at its forty-second
session, the First Committee adopted 62 draft resolutions and one draft decision;
it did not take up 16 other drafts, which therefore were not voted on. Of the
draft resolutions that were adopted, 25 were not rut to a vote. That represents a
definite improvement in the harmonizing of viewpoints among States in the various

areas of disarmament.
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Among the major subjects of interest for Member States dealt with at the
forty-second session, the ocessation of the nuclear armg raoca, nuclear disarmament,
the cessation of nuclear testing, thr prevention of nuolorr war, chemical weapons
and ver ifioca tionwarm s 1 jects of several draft resolutions, The ques tion of

preventing an arms race in outrr space tOOK on par ticular importancej in fact the
Committee had before it four draft resolutions reflecting the views of various
political groups, drafts that after intensive consultations vere finally merged
into a single document. If that draft oould not be adopted unanimously, the
efforts made to come up With ¢ single text demonstrated thr concern of the

international community that outer space bo used ® XalusS ively for peaceful purposes.
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Although the primacy Of nuclear disarmament must always be underlined, conventional
disarmament itself took a very prominent place in the debate8 lart year and a
number of draft resolutions on this subject were submitted.

May I say that at that session thr deliberations of our Committee on the items
referring to international security were carried on in a very favourable context
because of the recent evolution in Soviet-Amer ican rela tions and the negotiaticas
ONn disarmament. The statements made by delegations were marked by renewed hope and
optimism concer ning the goal of building a safer world for all nations,

A8 in the previous you , the proposal Of the socialist ocountries with regard
to a general system Of international peace and security gave rise t0 a very lively
debate, one that war extremely thorough and imbued with an atmosphere of great
fr ankness,

Very constructive approaches and a spir it of compromise prevailed throughout
the deliberations at the forty-second session, a fact which led to the adoption by
consensus Of this considerable number of draft resolutions On arms limitation and
disarmament.,

During my chairmanship, | presented a report on the improvement and
rationalization Of the work of the First Committee. As ev iryone is aware, a
resolution was adopted to that end.

Thr way to rationalize our work, which was to group together similar items a8
well as proposals On them into clusters Of draft resolutions, made it possible for
our Committee to progress and to take decisions in record time, strictly in
accordance with the timetable laid down.

You your eel £, Mr. Chairman, ient a personal touch to all those consultations,

both in the contact group and in che informal groups) indeed, you followed with
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great interest and with great assidulty everything we were doing in that particular
area. | am convinced, thrrafora, that you are in the best possible position to
pursue those ® fforta in order tO improve and rationalize thr work of our Committee
With the valuable assistance Of Our Committee Secretary, Mr, Kheradi, vhose ® KdnOnt
qualifications and technical competence in disarmament matters are well known to us
all.

Mr. Chairman, all | have to do now is to wirh you every success in your wor K.

Thr CHAIRMAN: | thank Ambassador Bagbeni vuy much for that important
statement and | should like also to thank him on behalf of the two Vice=Chairmen
and the rappor tour for h is gracious comments. It is certainly = e ouro. of
satisfaction to me that we shall ho able tO have his continued suppor t and wisdom
offered to this Committee,

| should now like tOo Oall on the first of the two new Vioce-Chairmen, thr
representative of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Mr. Viator Batiouk.

Mr, BATIOUK (Ukrainian 8SR) (interpretation from Russian): Prirst Of all,
| should like to express MYy sincere gratitude to the members Of the First Committee
who @ Irctad me, at thr very kind instance of thr representative of Costa Rica,
Anbassador Carlos Gutierrez, tO the poOSition of Vice=Chairman of this First
Committee. | am very grateful for the faith which ha8 been placed in the Ukrainian
delegation and | should like tO assure all members of the Committee that | shall do
® vuything | can to assist in the successful consideration by thr First Committee
of disarmament matters and the queation Of international security which appear on
the agenda of the present session Of the General Assembly.

M. Chairman, | should like warmly to congratulate you on your elestion to

this very responsible post. It will give me great satisfaction to wor k under your
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leadership, since | have known you personally , not only through the work of the
Committee for a ‘number of sessions of the General Assembly naw, but also | had
occasion to meet with you in Kiev during your mission to carry out tangible
disarmament measures, visiting a number of capitals, including Kiev. Today I
should like to refer to one feature which 1 particularly admire in your character,
and that is your optimism. Throughout the gloomiest and most pessimistic per iod we
have witnessed in disarmament affairs, you always remained a believer in and a firm
protagonist of serious work towards disarmament. As events have proved this year,
and as the beginning of the work of our session has shown, the historic prospects
are on the side of your optimistic view, which | also share.

Together with you, Mr. Chairman, and with the other officers of the Committee
elected today, Ambassador Bayart and Mr. Reyes, and with the assistance of the
Under-Secretary-General, | should like to make use of the opportunity of this new
era in the history of the United Nations to express my faith in the result of the
peaceful initiatives of our Organization, as a result of the work of the First
Committee, and | should like to say that this faith has become further ‘strengthened.

The CHAIRMAN: I thank Mr. Batiouk very mich for his very gracious words
addressed to me. | too remember my visit to Kiev with great affection.

I shall now call upon the second of the new Vice-Chairmen, the representative
of Mongolia, Ambassador Bavart.

Mr. BAYART (Mongolia) (interpretation from French) : First of all, |
should like very sincerely to thank the outgoing Vice-Chairman of the First
Committee, the representative of Jordan, for having put forward my candidacy for
the post of Vice-Chairman of the First Committee. | should also like very
s inoerely to thank the Asian Group, as well as all the members of our Committee,

for the trust which they have placed in me by electing me to this very important
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post. Ishouldlikefromthevery outset to ¢ e the Committee that ¢ m
Vice=Chairman I shall spare no rffor ¢ to e arw thr Commi ttee.

Mr. Chairman, 1 should like now to address to you my sincere and heartfelt
congratulations On your unanimous ® |[oction to the chairmanship of our Committee.

It is undoubtedly a matter Of great pleasure for me to have this opportunity to
work slde by side with you, an eminent diplomat, whose professional and per gonal
qualities and whose wealth of experience and knowledge of disarmament affairs are
all an @ arnut of the ¢ uwoaa of the work of our Comnittee. I also know yosu
personally, Mr. Chairman, and have done so for many your now, as a participant in
the work of the First Committee, and | should like tO recall that a few weeks ago
I had thr pleasure of carrying out some consultations with you in Geneva during the
session of thr Conference on Disarmament.

Finally, permit me also tO congratulate the othu Vice=Chairman, Mr. Batiouk,
and the Rapporteur of our Committee, Mr. Reyes. | ® mquitr certain that OUIr
co-operation will be a fruitful one.

The CHAIRMAN: | thank Ambassador Bayart for hi8 vuy kind comments and
assure him that 1 too lock forward to continuing our consultations.

| now call on the representative oOf thr Philippines, Mr. Virgilio Reyes, Who

has just been elected Rapporteur.
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Mr. REYES (Phil ippines) 1 | rhould l1ike tO express my sincere
appreciation t0 thr members of the First Committee for electing me as ! ts
Rapporteur. It is indeed a great honour for my country, which cons ider 8
disarmament and international security a8 two of the most important issues of our
time. PFor this reason, Sir, we are especially pleased tO see you preside OvU the
deliberations of the rirst Committee at the forty-third session of thr General
Assembly.

A6 we all know, this is going to be a very important session in the light of
¢oda''s momentous developments and great prospects in the fields oOf international
peace, security and disarmament. It is mort appropriate that you have been chosen
unanimously to be Chairman of this session. Canada's leading role in the area of
international peace and secur ity is well-known. YOu are indeed a worthy
representative of your country. Your W isdom, consummate sk ills as a diplomat and
vast exper ience Wwill surely guide the wor k of th is Committee in a highly
satisfactory manner. We might mention in passing that, auspiciously , on your
advent we welcome the br isk and invigorating Wind8 of Ottawa and perhaps even of
Geneva in New York. We therefore congratulate you on your election and pledge our
full support to YOU and to the members of the Committee.

| should like to take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. Bayart of Mongolia

and Mr. Batiouk of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist republic on their election 66
Vice-Chairmen. | lock forward to the prospect of working with them and count on
their valuable exper ience.

We will glso rely on the support of the Department for pDisarmament Aftaicrs

under the expert guidance of its head, Mr. vasushi Akashi, and of the Department

for Politic6l aud Secur ity Council Affair8 under it6 able head,

Mr. vasily Saftonchuk. In this connec tion, we welcome the fine ass is tance and
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co~operation of Mr. Sohr ab Khuadi, Sesre *+r, of the First Committee, as well as
that of h is colleagues in the Secretar ia t. | wish to thank my colleague from
Poland, Mr. Alexander Yanovsky, for his extremely kind wordr about me in his
nomina tion. We would lik ¢ toark him to convoy 4] appr ® ciation to

Mr. Kazimiers Tomaszewski for his outstanding work as Rapporteur of the First

Commi ttee in the pr eceding year,
In closing, | wish to assure the members Of the Committee that I will do my

beat +. prove worthy of their trust and confidence.

Thr CHAIRMAMs | thank the Rappor tour, Mr. Reyes, for hi8 comments. It
is vrry pleasant t0 hoar these very flatter ing remark8 about me but in the
interests Of the business Of the Committee | must now draw the attention of the
Committee to rulr 110 of the rule8 of procedure of the General /.ssembly , which
reads as follows:
"Congratulations to the officers of a Man Committee shall Not be
expressed except by the Chairman of the previous session = or, in hi8 absence,
by 6 member of h is delegation - after all the officer a of the Commi ttee have
been elected".
On behalf of the members of the bureau, we appreciate having your support and will
try to ensure that we do not lose it.

The Committee has now concluded the consideration Of the first item on it6
agenda, the €lection of Officers.
ORQANIZATION OF WORK (A/C.1/43/1and a/C.1/43/2)

The CHAIRMAN: | draw the attention of delegations to document A/C.1/43/1
of 23 September 1988, containing e letter dated 23 September 1988 addressed tO me
by the President of the General Assembly ad informing me that the General Assembly
has allocated 26 item8 to the rirst Committee for it8 consideration = namely,

item6 51 to 73, 139, 141 and 145.
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With respect to the proposed programme of work and timetable as contained p
document A/C.1/43/2, | wirh to point out that the programme was developud following
intensive consultations that were held in many capitala, in Geneva, and in New York
at an opan-ended meeting in September , and rlro taking into account thr wvar ious
very useful initiatives that have bran forthcoming on the question of further
rationalization of thr woz k of the First Committee. Accordingly, we have pm id
attention tO the relevant recommendations of the General Assenbly as \r|| as the
views expressed on the subject in th6G consultations,

You may recall that, according to established practice, the First Committee
commences its substantive work only after thr concluvicn of the general debate in
the Aesembly. The rational6 behind th is tradition is well-known and | therefore
need not QO into it. But, on the other hand, | did find in the eonsultations that
| conducted, the view that the beginning of sur @ uhmtntivs work ahould be advanced
by one week. 8o we have two rchoolr of thought on whm the subatantive work should
begin. Mat delegations, however, expressed to me their preference for starting in
the normal, well-established pa ttrr n, thatis to @ JSsXe after th6 conclusion of the
general debate in the Assenbly. In referr ing to this matter, | want {0 assuce any
delegation that has an ailwernative viewpoint that the issue will be fully addressed

in the course Of the consultations that | intend to conduct on the question of
fur ther rationalizatisn of the wor k Of the Committee. Those questions will aga in
be reviewed in the group of Pr iends Of the Cha irman, which is an open-ended group
that will meet for the first time un Monday, 17 October, at 3 p.m.

The Committee Will alro recall that the General Assembly, at its third meeting
on 23 September 1988, decided, on the General Committee's recommendation, that in

view of the financial problems still being faced by the United Nations, and in the

context Of a closing date for the session, t0 make every effort to curtail, to the
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maximum extent practicable, the duration of the forty-third session, although no
specific date for its termination was set. |, therefore, believe that it would be
desirable in the context Of what the President of the General Assenbly has
indicated as his wish and his target date for completion Of thr work of the General
Assenbly and completion of work in the Committees, we ought here to organise our
progr e nfnain suuh a way as tO be able to conclude the wor k of the Fir st Committee

by 30 Noverber at the |a teat,
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These parameters leave the Committee with a period extending from Monday,
17 October t0 Wednesday, 3V November, Qiving us a total of 32 wor king days in which
the Committee could hold a maximum of 64 meetings, provided the requisite
oonference sexrviosuw are ® Vvailablrs there might have to be a little fine tuning
here and there. Last year the First Committee held a total of 57 meetings, and
therefore 1 beliave that if we makr a genuine concerted rffort to utilise fully the
resources available to us in am effective a manner as possible, and emilating the
productivity of last year and thr year before, we can ® ccomplirh our task without
undue difficulties. Moreover, although 24 Novenber is an official United Nations
holiday we «would if need be set that data aside in reserve in case we need
additional meetings at that tims.

I hope that, taking into account al questions of timing and tho financial
® xigOncior of thr Organisation, everyth ing poss ible can be done to avoid the
necessity of night meetings Or Saturday meetings since they would defeat the vuy
purpose of ® norpulating the Committes's proceedings into a shorter period. I
shall certainly 2[1 @ vorything| can to ensure that such ® xtr a meetings are not

required.

As | stated a momnt ago, the proposed progr amme of work and timetable member s

havr before thorn has bran prepared on the bar is of past prac tice and preceden ts

that havr rvolvrd over many year s and that have served the Committee well.
Aocotdingly, menbers will observe that the 26 items on the agenda hefore us have
born broken down, in the normal way, into three categor ies: those items dealing
with disarmament - items S1 to 69, 139, 141 and 145j the item relating to the
auestion o Antarctica, item 7u;y and those items related to international

security - Ltems 71, 72 and 73, Menbers will notr moreover that this year three

new items have been @ |locatrd to this Committees items 64 (k), 141 and 145.
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Following consultations and the ® cticn taken in the General Committee and by the
respactive sponsors 0 f those items, these items have been inocorporated into the
group of disarmament agenda items.

As indicated in the programme of work, the Committee would fir st take up
agenda items relating to disarmament. With respect to those items, in order to
ensure the best use of resources available, thr programme before the Committee
shows them as being dealt with from 17 October to 2 November, or in a maximum of
26 meetings devoted t0 A single general debate oOn all disarmament items, during
which delegations my @ [ro speak cn specific issues of their choioe.

The per iod from 3 to 18 November, a maximum total of 24 meetings, would be
devoted to consideration of and ® otion upon &aft resolutions on all disarmament
® grndrr items submi tted to the Fir st Committee. | think the time allotted for this
phase of our work should be sufficient for delegations to consider thr draft
rrrolutionr and under take the necessary oonrultationr e o0 as to ensure that the
texts finally adopted reflect the maximum possible degree of consensus. Here I
want to note that tho time set aside for this per iod = 3 t0O 18 November -
represents an increase of approximately 25 par cant compared with lut year's
time-framey there is thur more time built into the programme for oconsultations with
a view to effecting mergers where possivle, As we know, the Committee itself has
previously ® Xxprurod a desire to have this time availablr. | shall be doing
everyth ing | can tO encourage delega tionr in an appropr iate manner to conduct
consultations with a view to merging draft resolutions where possible,

| should note also that, thr voting procedute established previously of
grouping draft resolutions into logical clusters will be maintained. The voting

schedule Will be provided in the norm6l manner .
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The deadline fOr %he submission Of &aft resolutions on disarmament agenda
items - the fir ® t part of our schedule - would be Monday, 31 October , at 6 p.m,
and I appeal to delegations for their co-operation in adhering ® triafly to that
deadline. As members Will not,, ws have mat deadlines at a8 mar |y a stage am
possible, proportionately carlier than previously, in order to allow sufficient
time for delega tiOonr to under take the necessary consultations befor 6 the voting
period begins,

I therefore Urg6 delegations to submit and introduce draft resolutions as
early U possible, even during the period of the general debate if that suits them,
80 that all delega tionr can ® bdtear the draft texts am mar |y as possible.

In that regard, | should like to urgr delegations to speak as ® arly in the
debate as they can, and not to cause the ® poakarm’ limt in the lart days Of the
debate to become so crowded that we must be here for unduly long hours. There is
® paor ® Vvailablaonthe ® pmakar s'list for speeches to be made in the Oar |y staces
of the debate. If delega tions oould communica ta their des ires in this regard to

the Secretariat, that would certainly be ® ppraoiatod.
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With respesct to draft resolutions that will entail programme budget
impl ications that need to be reviewed by the Fifth Committee, that need provides an
extra reasen for submitting those draft resolutions am ® uly am posaible.

Th6 Committee, after concluding consideration of ® (6nda items related tC
disarmament , will thenmoveonto ® Vo +* @205 jtem 70, which deals with the questionof
Antarctic . Here, the Committee is prepared to devote 21 and 22 November for that
purpose, providing a total of four meetings. The time set amide for the
consideration of that item would be equal to that allocated at our previous

session. The deadline for the submission of draft resolutions under ® gmda item 7V

would be Monday, 21 November, at 12 noon.,

Lastly, the First committao will turn it8 attention to ® qonda items 71, 72
and 73, dohinq with international security, from 23 to 30 November 1988. That
provides a total of 10 meetings availablr for the general debate on those items and
for consideration of and action upon draft resolutions to be 8 ubmitted with respect
to them. | believe that, bared on our past exper ience, we can safely assume that
the tim6 allocated for consideration of all those agenda items should provide
® Uitablooppor tunity for delega tionm to hold necessary conmultmtionm. The deadline

foe ® ubmimmion of draft reselu tionm On in terna tional security agenda items will be

Thur sday, 25 November, at 6 p.m.

Based on the programme of work and timetable now before it, the First
Committee Would be in a position to dispose of all the agenda items allocated to it
by th6 General Assembly within thr time available, namely, ending its work on
Wednesday, 30 November. | should like to emphasize that this programme of work and
timetable is based on the assumption that due flexibility would be retained in our
use of the time and resources made ava ilable to the Committee.

However, | think that thr programme Of work, which was based on broad

consultation, Will meet the Committee's needs ad allow us to fulfil our
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tesporaibilities to the General Assembly. | am now prepared to ask the Committar
for 1ts oonmant to the ® Qption of the progr amme of wor k and timetable | have
outlined, Which are contained in doocument A/C.1/43/2. Doas any delegation have any
commen ts?

Mr. FARMY (Bgypt) v | will abide by r ulr 110 and godir @ otly tony
comments On the programme of work and timetable.

Por a number of year s now your predecessors have attamptrd tc rationalize tho
work of the Fkmt Committee with a view tO enhancing its effectiveness. You
yourself, through your consultations, the informal meetings and the timetable
proposed | are obviously following through on the proposal.

We recognise that in the timetable proposed in A/C.1/43/2 you have provided
for about 25 pu cent more time for informal conmultationm between the period 3 to
18 November. | would, however, like t0 may that we ® incmraly believe that, in viw
of the large number Of items On the Committee's agenda and the numerous draft
resolutions with which we are fuoced every year, we still believe that it is
important to have even more time for informal conmultationm. We believe that the
best way to utilize that time and to provide it is to do MmO even before draft
ramolutionm arm formally submitted to the Committee. We think that that can be
& chieved, am you maid, by ® tarting a bit ® arlior in our proceedings instead, as is
the case thin year, on 17 October, for the substantive part of our work.

We had ® nviragrd @ trrr ted approximately a week eer lier whilekeeping the
number of meetings for the general debate the same. |n other wotdm, theta would be
a @ tagg@r ing Of the number of meetings over a larger per 'od oOf time. That would
allow drirgationm to consult amonyst themselves and with other delegations on how
to br idge the gap between the traditional de aft resolutions we face every year.

| have to admit that this haa not been possible before actually starting

® ubmtmntiva work because of the nature of the Pirst Committee. Many people come




A/C.1/43/PV.2
33

(Mr. Fahmr, Egypt)

from their capitals. Others mme from Geneva. We have actually to commence our
work before the bulk of the documentation on draft resolutions is ma& available.

I listened quite carefully to the Chairman's comments at the beginning of his
introductory statement, and | appreciate the points raised, some of which are of
particular concern to my delegation. 1 will therefore say quite clearly that we do
not object to the proposed timetable and programme of work. However, we think that
the issue of when we start our meetings and how we provide for consultations should
continue to be one which is to be discussed, in your efforts to rationalize the
Committee's work, and we hope to contribute in that regard.

The CHAIRMAN: | think the representative of Egypt knows - particularly
from conversations that he and | have held on this matter - that | am very
sympathetic to, as well as understanding of, the important point he has made. |
think probably he himself recognises that the answer to this serious question of
the appropriate starting date is contained in what he himself has described as the
nature of the Committee. It has a special characteristic that it has possessed for
a number of yzars in terms of its make-up and its relationship to other bodies.

I am grateful that the representative of Egypt has said he would not abject to
the programme of work. | have noted his comment and I will invite him to elaborate

on it at the meeting of the friends of the Chairman in which we will be giving

further consideration to the full implementation of General Assembly resolution
42/42 N, vhich we are in the process of implementing.
Mr. BUTLER (Australia): | too will abide by rule 110, which, | note from

your reading it out to the Committee, is not a recommendation, but an imperative.
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| 40 not want tO delay the adoption oOf this excellent programme of work
I@® implywant tosuppor t thr representa tive of Egypt in him ® xpr ® mmod wish thitwe
give consideration in the Chairman's open-ended group of friends to the question of

the starting date of the Committee.
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| think that the representative of Bgypt will understand that in 1986 we have
had a special ® ituation, whioh was that the third special ® ommian of the General
Assembly had ® ffeotm on other meetings in the field of disarmament which then left
us more or less with N0 alternative but to start thr Pir ® t Committee th is year on
the date on which it will start, namely , next Monday.

Having made that comment, | mhould like to end with a questinn, which you may
have made clear in your very comprehensive statement, but oould you give us an
indication as to what day within the period 3-18 November it is expected that
voting ONn disarmament rorolutionr might commence? | should be happy simply to be
told what thr snswer is, if it is ® vailablr now. | conclude my statement by raying
that 1 ® tcargly support the draft programme Of work given in document A/C.1/43/2.

The CHAIRMAN: \Vith respect to thr question of the exact date that Vvoting

will begin on disarmament items, all I can toll thr representative of Australia for
oer ta in is that voting will terminate on Friday, 18 November ,
The date on which it will start will depend on a number of factors, the first
of which is the availability of the room where the vOting boards are. Amyou
know, we do not vote in th is room. The second will be the result of the
clusters - for example, how many rorolutionr will be adopted automatically by
consensus. We might be able to start on, say, 1V November, perhaps 11 November. |
would prefer at this moment not to be pinned to an exact starting date, but | will
advise the Committee at the ® ulirmt opportunity when the ® atual voting will begin,
It is a bit of a test period we are in this year in expanding that part of our
programme by some 25 per cent to allow consultation time. |n the process | have to
decide how much consultation time will really be required for ocer tain resolutions.
| would say that the voting nocrmally takes from five to seven working days, which

would put us around 1lU November .
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At this stage, | shall askt if there is general approval of the work programme
| outlined previously. Unless | hoar any ob jection, | rhall take it that there is
agreement.

It wan so decided,

Thr CHAIRMANs Finally 1 just want to mention again what | refer red to

o G8liar, that is, the ® ffortr made by thr various Chairman at successive prwiour
sessions in the rationalization Of the work of this Committee. We have «8 a matter
of faot here in the room today at least three of my predecessors - Mt. Vraalren of
Norway, Mr. Zachmann of the German Democratic Republic and Mr, Bagbeni of Zaire =
who have, with othun, led thin Committee in the ratinnalization process that
rerulted in the adopt ion lart year of General Assembly resolution 42/42 N.

on the basis of the consultations | held, it was clear to me that theta was 3

caneral desire tO improve the work programme, and so we have done that in the
programme the Committee has just adopted, thereby implementing most of the
recommendations contained within General Assembly resolution 42/42 N.
The chief measure We were not yet ready to implement concern8 the
rationalizeation o f the agenda itself, that is, part A of the operative part of the

resolution, and | want further attention to be given to how the agenda itself with
which we are dealing has grown through the years. | must say that it is the view
of many with whom | consulted that a serious effort must be made this year to try

to find an acceptable regrouping or restructuring of the agenda that would then be

applicable for suosequent ymars. | foresee th is work -~ak ing place in the meetings

of the Friends of the Chairman, which would then enable us, | hope, t0 make a

recommendation tO the Co.nmittee ON whether we want to make, in an agreed manner, a

recommendation to the General Assembly with respect to the rationalizatior of the

agenda itself. | will have more to say on this question as we proceed,
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A8 | mentioned, | shall convene a meeting of Priends of the Chairman on Monday
e fternoon {0 begin discussion immediately Of this sub jsct along with other relevant
subjects that members wish Lo have discussed in respect of the continued
improvement of thin Committee's work.

In the light of all the financial factors affecting us in our work here, it
would be helpful if we could rtart our meetingr on time, that is, av 1.0 e & and
3 p.m. and thereby ® ndaavour to adjourn them nO later than 1 p.m. and 6 p.m,

respectiv® |y. As | mentioned ® ulier, if members aould inscribe their names at
their ® arliort opportunity on our speakers' list for the general debate, it would

be most helpful..

Before We conclude | should like to draw thr attention of members to the fact
that the General Assembly has once again decided at thin session to depart from the
£ ule that g quar ter of the member s mur t be pr ¢ rent for a meeting of aMain
Comnittee tc be declared open and permit the debate to proceed. The General
Assembly made that recommendation on the under standing that such a departure from
the rules doer not involve any permanent change in the relevant provisions of
r ules 67 and and lu8 of the ruler of procedure, in accordance Wwith which the
presence of a majority of menmbers is required for any decision to he taken. We
shall cer ta inly r espect th is whean we come to mak ing any decisions, but in the
matter of proceeding with the debate at the opening of meetingr | would ark the
on-operation of members so that we can start at the earliest possible momuiit.

The Secretariat has raked me tO request menmbers Of the Committee to note that
draft resolutions, amendments, revisions and co-sponsorships must be given in
writing to the Secretar iat in order to avoid any porrible misunderstanding.
Requests for the use of conference rooms for group meetings rhould also be
communicated in writing to the Secretar iat as far in advance as possible so that

suitable arrangements may be made in time,
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Lastly, it would be moat helpful if delegations would provide the conterence
offioers Wwith 30 copies of all preparsd statements so that they may be distr ibuted
to the appropriate persons: interpreters md 8o forth.

Having £inished thr agenda | had, and if members fool that we have started our
work in an appropr iate manner With respect to the ® Irotion of our officers and the

organizution of our wor k and if no delegation wishes tO make any observations Or

remarks at this stage, | propose to adjourn thr mnting now, noting that we will

begin our substan tive wor k on Monday, 17 October at lu a.m,

The meeting rose at 4.4V p.m.




