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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS 51 70 69, 139, 141 AND 145 {continued)

GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL DISARMAMENT ITEMS

Mr * QAVLOW3KY (Czechoslovak ia) (interpretation from Russian) 8 Today in

ite statement  the  Czechoelovak delegat ion would  l ike  to  expresa  i t s  7oint  of view

regarding several  aspects  of  our  Committee’s  work, those  deal ing wi th  regional

approach08  to diearmament, 8 treng then ing confidence and br ing ing the military

p o t e n t i a l  o f  S t a t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  r e a s o n a b l e  sufficiency.  T h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e

o f  euch issues, i n  o u r  v i e w , is  ever  greater  in  view of  the  development  of

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e , when there  ie a aharp r  iae  in  the  need

for  the  pract ica l  and concre te  solut ion of  those  problems.

We  be l i eve  t ha t  t h i a  sub j ec t  i s  pa r t i cu l a r l y  r e l evan t  f o r  S t a t e s  pa r t i e s  to

the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) . Of course the

al l -European process  could  be  a  valuable  source  of  exper ience  for  s t rengthening

co-operat ion and reducing the  danger  of  war  and mil i tary  confronta t ion in  other

r eqiona of the wor Id a8 well,

Moreover , wha t  i s  cha rac t e r i s t i c  o f  developlent  i n  E u r o p e  i s  a  gradua l  sh i f t

from the initial confidence-building measures agreed on at Helsinki  to a system of

majo r  and  ve r i f i ab l e  s t eps  i n  t h i s  a r ea . At the basis of this system are the

agreements worked out by the Stockholm Conference, We are convinced that a loqica  1

cont.inuation  of  th is  process  would  be  the  mutual  e l iminat ion of  imbalances  and

asymmetr ies in var ioue types of conventional weapons and armed forces of ho th

militar:! and pol i t ica l  a l l iances  in  Europe. As  a  r eau l t ,  s t ab i l i t y  wou ld  he

achieved regarding the  mil i tary  potent ia l  of  convent ional  weapons a t  a  lower  level

o f  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l .



EH/rv

(Mr, Pavlovrky,  C8ochorlovak&)

I rhould  likr to refer once cga in to the proporalr  in th ir area mada  by the

Strter Partier to the Warraw  Traaty in July this  year.  They provide, inter alia,

for a proorrr of rrducing l rmd forcoe and conventional weapona at the final atage

of which the armed forcer and convrntional  weapons of both rider would baconm

purely Jefenrive  in nature.

Wa believe that thr aonatructivo  oonclurrion  of the Vienna meeting and the

adoption thrrr of a mandate Cot nrgotiations  on dirarmamont  in thr area Of

conventional woaponr  and for a fur thee in trneifica  tion of conf i&nce-building

moaauren in Europr  in the wry near future will become an important atop in placing

the relationa between East and Weat  on a new footing. we be1 ievo that in th la way

all the experience gained will be used, including the partial rerulta of the Vienna

negotia tiona on reductiona in armed forces  and arma in mntral Europe. Such a

Qour8e of action ir all the more nocoaeary rince up to now, after docadrr  of

suspicion and tenaion , confidence and aewr ity in Europe have at111 not been fully

888 ured . I t  reemr t h a t  even the p r e s e n t  unprecedentrd  opennear  i n  the m i l i t a r y

activities of Statsa, including the exchange of plane for exetci8es  and the

participation of obrerver a in manoeuvres, ie st i l l  insufficient to el iminate mutual

apprehensions.

The State8 parties to the Warsaw Treaty have therefore jointly proIx38ed  a

comparison of the military doctr  iner of both military-political alliance6 a0 that

they may assure themrelves  of their defensive nature,

The Czechoalovak Socialist Republic ha8 on numerous occaeione  reaffirmed it8

sincere determination to promote constructively  the strengthenrng of the rtructure

of Becur ity and co=operation  in Europe.

We view as a concrete manifeatation of that approach our propoaal on the

creation of zones of co-operation, confidence and good neighbourly relations along

the lines of contact of Sta tea par tie8 to the War saw Treaty and member a of the



BR/r v A/C. l/43/W. 19
7

(Mr, Pav lovrky , C;oahorlovrk  ia)

North Atlantio Truty Organisation (NltlY)),  mado in February of thir year. That

proporal im bamd on I, oombination  of military and non-militar;r  mraruror.  wo are

oonvino8d that that l pproaoh would plaor quor t ions of oonf idrnor  on a broader and

more rolid foundation.

A# rogardr the military rphrrr,  our proporal  ir in kroging with thr joint

position of Stat.8 partirr to thr Warraw  Treaty, l ooording to whioh an inkgral

oornpponrnt  of thr power of the rrduetion of Iavolr of armdl  foraor and

oonvontionrl  weaponm in Europm mu8t be maa8ur.a  to roduoo  and rliminate thr throat

of a rurpr ire l ttaok. The point ir, for l xamplo, that along thr lina of aontaot of

thr two allianooo ronor  would bo oroatrd  with a lowor 18~1 of woaponsr  from whioh

the moat dangarour  and drrtabilising  forma of oonvontional  wraponr  would be

withdrawn or limited in quantity. In those son00 a  1~01 of military potential

would be mrintainrd ruoh am to rnrurr only drfanoo  and rxoludo  thr porribility  of a

rurpr irr attaok.

Far purporrr of the furthrr atrrngthrning of aonfidrnde  within the framework

of thr tonor, oo-ordinating moarurrr  would bo oarriad out to limit military

l otivi tier. Thor0  oould, inter alia,  dral with the voluma, numberr and length of

military l xrroiror and troop mcrvamontr.

WO brliovo that thrro propural will boooma  an integral part of an in-depth

and oonrtruotivr dialogue on the major probloma of reducing military tanrion and of

dirarmamont in Europa.

In the visw of our oountrira,  regional  mea8uroa  to limit arm8 and dirrarmamrnt

maaIur8a are fully jwtifiod  ae 8 moan8 of rtrongthming rtability  and rrourity  in

any region  of the wor ld. In addition they rhould  be oonrridrrod from thr point of

view of thrfr poli tioal  and praotioal oontr ibution to a global rolu tion to ooncre  te
ptoblomr of dirarmament. Thur wo oontinur to b8 oonvfnoed, for example, that the

-----------
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oroation o f  what WI, togethw w i t h  tha Jotman Dwmoratio  Ilwpublio,  h a v e  propored -

naIIWly,  nuolcar-f reo loner and a n.Iolrar-free  uor r i&r in aentral  Europe - would

givr ureful impatur to effort8 to roduoe thr nuolear threat a8 a whole and would

not in any way damage the 8eour ity of any lid@ whatroaver ,

In this aonnaotion  wo ahould like onoe again to note that the joint prOPo8al

Of Creahorlovak  ia and the German Dennoratia  Rcpublio  on the creation in Central

Europa of uhrmioal-weapon-free  3on.8, whioh warn addrerred to the Oovernmont Of the

Federal  Ropublio  o f  OIrmany,  ir rtill rxtremely  r e l e v a n t ,  ~8 l ong  ae t h e  ohomioal

threat ourtinuea  to l xi8t we believe that 8aOh rtrp, even a partial one, toward8

roduoinq  it ia extremely valuable, The idoa of l 8tabli8hing a chemical-f roe-tono

in oentral Europe ir fully in keeping with the effortr ainmd at rtepping up the

OOnOh8iOn of a global  convention  on the banning and elimination of ruch weaponr.

We aon8ider  it primarily am a political mmarure and a m8nifertation  of good will.

Within the framework of the aone, for example, it would be porrible immediately to

tart the propored verification ry8trm of the oonvention, Moreover, after the

OOnOh8iOn of the global oonvention the ptOpO8ad zone would not. lore it8

rignifioance a8 a ooncrete regional form of the implemsntation  of the convention, a

form which would simultanroualy  l trengthen mutua! mox it.y and t’le procerr  of the

l limina tion of chemical wrapone.
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Baaed  on our general aur--ort  for rrgionaX approachor to diBarmam@nt  a8 an

integral  element of international  effort8  to make progrerr in thir field,  o u r

country welcomer the proporalr and ini tiativer to that end mde W other Stat@a.

WI attaoh great impor tanoe to nuclear-f r l e acner and aonea of peace in var ioua

regions o f  the earth, In thi8 connection,  WI r e g a r d  ati highly r@hVant  the problem

of etrengthening  thr nuclear-frae  rtaturr nf At r ica and the convening of an

int8rnational oonference  on the l 8tabli8hmont of a aone of peace in th@ Indian

Ooean.

Caechoalovakia welcome8 the guideline8 workrd out by the United Nation8

Diaarmament Commi88ion at itr roarion thir year to rtrengthen oonfidenoe-building

mrarurrs, Wo balieve that in the oontrxt of the pr inoiplea adopted by the

Commiclrion,  rtrerr ahould be placed on rtrict oompliance  WI th the Charter and

implemrntation  of the appropriate proviaionrr  of the Final Document of the fir rt

General Asrembly  special rearion  on disarmament.

We ahare the conviction that a multilateral approach to the strengthening of

aonf idenoe ia required. Here a drairive role could be played by the Organization.

We believe that the dooumrnt  agreed upon by the Commitision is a contribution to the

growth of understanding among Rater and the creation of an international climate

propitious to the achievement of progrerrr  in diaarmanmnt.  In our view, that

document will promote concrete negotiations on ccnfidance-building measurea,  on a

regional or a broader scale.

We believe that one of the aimr of our work this year la to use the United

Nation8 machinery to oo-ordinate effectivaly  the efforts designed to resolve

high-priority questions in the nuclear field and the querrtionr related to the

objective need to achieve progreaa on oonven tional weapon8. We think that the

question of oonven tional weapona, by it8 very nature, require6 the we both of

regional and of broader multilateral approachem. In our view, thir lends increased

_-_-_-  -----_._
__--  ---
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8ignifioanoe to non-military guarantee8 of the reourity  of Statrr, and particularly

to 8trict ro8peot  for the pr inciplo of the non-ure  or threat of the u8e of forae

and the atrengthming of the international legal order am a whole.

I n our opin ion, it will be ureful if the Organisation  continuer to work Out

univerral  guideline8 for dirarmament  in the field of conventional w@aPonem  We

believe that in formulating ouch guideline8 we should take due account of such

factora aa the growing danger of conventional weaponr,  particularly in tho light of

the increar ingly  rophir tica ted teohnology and the enormous #urn8 rpent on such

weapona. We believe that we rhall  be able to achieve the requited conaenrus  On

thir iaportant quertion an well .

1 would note that wo regard aLo a rtep in the right diraotion  the proposal for

the eatablirhment of a upecific ryrtem of verification of the tranrfer of

oonventional weapon8  by meana of a United Natiorlu  register,

In oonclusion,  I repeat that we are prepared to contribute conetruot.iv~)ly  to a

dialogue on the her ioue prcb lema to which I have refer red, and to do everything

porrible to achieve II coneensue  on the waya  to rolve them.

M. . CHIRU  (Panama) (interpretation from Sprnieh)t  We are 80 clone to

the nuclear abyae and to the total destruction of civilization  that it appears we

have finally come to realizo the ser iouanesm of our hiator ic responaibil’  ty and the

urgency of takil;g decisive steps to achieve disarmament and establish genuine

inter national eecur I ty and a jue t and lae ting peace.

It ha8 been three year 8 a ince the Geneva Summit Conference where the

8UpI3.:-PCYder~  undertook to begin negotiations designed to achieve signifiaant

reductionr in their land-based nuclear arsenal8 and to prevent. an arm6 race in

outer lrpace. During those yeare we have witnerrred  a alow but curtained  process  of
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the relaxation of international  trnrionr and an apparently rolid rhift away from

the thinking that har prevailrd  in tha military ertablirhmentr of the ruper=P~rr I

WI th r expect to the requirementa  f o r  their  national roourity.

Thur, it reeme that WI are entar ing a new rtage in international life in which

the rmergence of a lea8 hortilo  and aggrerrive olimate in Ea8t-W0Bt r0htiOntiI  ia

rotting the tone for the rerurqenoe of mu~tilaterali8m and the revitalisation  of

the wcrld Organination.

The international maohinery ret up 43 year a ago in San Franciwo reemr to be

working once again toward6 the achievement of ite goalr  - goals that all of ~6,

large and amall,  rich and poorI must atrive to promote and encourage.

Even though the praotioal rrrultr of ‘hi8 renrwod int@relt in the

international  capacity for dialogue and negotiation har not yet rerponded to the

derirer or anxietier  of an international community threatened both by the rpeatre

Of nuclear de8 tr uotion and by the rhadow of or itioal paver ty, it la to a oer ta in

l xtont canforting to obrerve that the dootrino  of a balance of terror ir tending tc

broonr a thing of the past and that a trend towarda general and complete

dirarmament  is rtarting to emerge on the horizon.

There poeitive tr end8 have certainly mm vrd a8 encouragement ta the

Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez do Cuollar, who har been working rilently but

effectively to achieve eatiafactory rolutiono  tc the complex regional conflict8

tha t have marked the preclen t decade, earning it the quertionable  record of having

witnerred  more armed conflictr than any other deoade of this century.

This proceerr har made it olear, among other thinga, that when there la the

pOlitiOa1  will  to rearoh for negotiated 8olution8 , no barrier ie inrurmountable,  no

under tek ing 11 beyond reach.
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E&at today’@ optimirm would be lorr aautiour  and lrrr fragile if wo wore not at

the samo time witnearing the conrtant  manifertationr  of dirdain and oontrmpt for

international law that continue to charaotoriar the behaviour  of a P o w e r  whioh

bearm Particular rorponribility  in thr rphore of dirarmanmnt  and the maintrnanor  of

! international, peace and reaurity, That behaviour  only rairor doubts am to whether

there really la a ahange of attituda on the prrt of that l ugrr-Pawer and rurpiaionr

with rempect to th, intentiona lying behind the prerent oonoiliatory faglde. TO

quota the Sraretary-Owner al in hir Ian t repor tt

“It ir obviour that international oonfidence  would rert on quiakrand  if the

domertio nroemritier felt by Qovernmantr  were l llawrd to overrid, the

international obligation8 that they have rolomnly undertakan, Without

international law rerpeetrd by all Water there oan bo no rtable  framework for

m u l t i l a t e r a l  oo-operation.”  (A/43/1,  Pm 12)

Thin ir a matter of major importance both for the attainment of real  progrerr in

the field of arm limitation and dirarmament and for the maintenance Of

inter national peace and l ocur ity .

The United Nationr has mado enormous efforta  in thir dire&ion, effortr that

have resulted in the approval of a rot of international inrtrumenta enrhrining

norma  and pr inciplee  for peaceful ooexirtence between Stator, Now if there are not

ecrupulourly rerpscted  they would render the international order eatablirhed in the

Charter meaninglerr  and would result  in the ertablirhment of the law of the jungle,

a a ta te in whioh the use of force or the thr *a t of the use of f oroe would beoome

the standard for licit conduct, while dialogue and rational oonrultationr would

become departurer from the norm.
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Many of there principle8 and norma of conduot  among Stater  are currently h@ing

violated in a flagrant and systematic farhion  endangering my country’8 recur ity and

threatening the peace and security  of a highly renritive  region, the isthmus of

Con tr al Amer lea, My country very much regret6 that this climate of optimism, which

har permeated the tone of the general debate in the Committee thir year I ir not one

whiah my delegation can rhare. The acu to economic cr iris and the burden of

external debt are now, derpite all the principles  of international law, being

cxnpoundrd  hy open dirregard  for the Charter and in flagrant violation of bilateral

treatloo, all thie resulting in a ruthlerr  chain of political and economic acts Of

aggrerrion and a eenrelerr escalation of threata of military force.

The thinking behind thir irrational oampaign of preaaurL and acts Of

a~:grereion  has been denounced by my Governw..nt  in document A/43/216 of

50 Apt 11 1998, which hr.o )- 3n circulatct;c  aa an official cbcument of the Firat

Committee, It ia c1 clear expression of hegemonistic designs on the Part of the

United State8 of America and is an unmistakable indication of its derire to

perpetuate ito military presence within my country’s territory, in obntravention  of

the rovereign agreement8 of 1977.

Although the overwhelming United State8 military presence - not authorized  by

my country - remain8 and ie resulting in a whole series Of ViOlatiOn8 Of OUC

sovereignty and political independence, I shall refrain from rehearsing this

endlesr  list of tranagreasions of international law and violation8 of logic and

jue tice. I wish only to re-emphaaize  here, first of al l ,  that  the presence of

United States troop8  in the territory of the Republic of Panama is author ized by

the Panama Canal Treatier of 1977 exclusively for the purpose of protecting and

&fending the oceanic waterway , in co-ordination ui th and jointly WI th the

Panamanian armed forces.
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Secondly, for there legi tima to purpoBeB, which will end on the last day Of

this century, the United Stater has Btationed in Panama Br iqade Nuder 193 of the

recently created Southern Command of the United States armed forcer. According to

the provirionB  of the relevant Treaty, the United Stater shall maintain itr armed

forcer in Panama  at a level which xhall not exceed those exirting at the time when

the Treaty canm into force, At preaent,  the number of United State8 troopa

a tationed in Panama exceeda those author ized by several thourand. l’he United

States offeneive  capacity hae been Btepped up to an excessive  level and haa come to

repreeent  a threat both to Panamian aecur  ity and to the security of neighbour ing

Sta tea.

Thirdly, the military etructure known as the Southern CommanJ  of the United

Sta tee army, arbitrarily deployed on Panamanian ~011, la not contemplated or

provided for in the Canal Treaties, neither are its activities governed by any

accord. This structure  ia designed for intervention and control of the reat of the

Latin Amer ican region, Its attr ibute8 run from the northern border of Mexico down

to the eouthern tip of Latin America.

Modern society will be able to avert  self-destruction  only if we fully comply

with the international commitments sovereignly entered into by all States, and if

We reoognize  the urgent need to eet up a war Id order based on etr ict fulfilment of

the purposes and principles of the On1 ted Nationa Charter .

AS +raB 80 f iqh tly said in thiR Committee by the Peruvian Ambassador,

Car loa Alzamora t

n ..a what ia required 18 titente  with international economic justice and

respect for human rights and the righta of peoples and without intervention in

internal affair 8, without economic coercion, without Bphercs of influence and

without .neesuree of force.” (A/C, l/43/PV. 15, pa 21)
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The new l tmorphera of d/tent. will rurvive only if it doer not rrrult in tacit

l greOmant8 to re-imporo bloo power politiar  and rpherer of influence, and provided

that it preventr a reaffir~tion of aonoeptr  Buoh  aa that of the balance Of

terror , Suoh an under rtnnding would or~:y  inareare  the rurpi cionr and fear 8 of an

entente botwoen the powerful and thr rioh to the detriment  of the militarily weak

and poor.
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Mr l TADRISE  (Ethiopia) I Mr. Chair man, aware though I am of your

determination  to obrerve the rpirit and letter of rule 110 of the tul@@ Of

PrWedUre of the General Amrembly, I oannot rerirt the temptation to congratulate

you moat warmly upon your l lrotia~ aa thr Chairman of this highly revered

Cc*lmi  tteo. Ccqiaant, a8 we are , of your eminent qualitier  ar an acoompliehed

diplornt  and of your oountrylr  demonrtrated  commitment to the caume of diBarmamOnt,

wo have no doubt that our deliberationr  will load to ooncrete  rerultr. You may

therefore rort arrured of the aontinued oo-operation of the Ethiopian delegation in

all your worthy l ffortr to infure new dynamism into the war k of our Committee,

The prriod following the hirtoria Reykjavik  rummi  t har been characterizad bY

diplomatic flurrirr which have left their mark on international relcr tiona,  moat

particularly  on the oonduot of inter-State dirrcourre  and diplomacy. AdverBaries

who on nuny ocoariona  did not gee eye-to-eye on a var iety of crucial irrauer have

had to enbark  on the path of dialogue. Thoee who could not do BO directly have

rerorted to what are knwn an indirect or proximity talka. In many caBma  the good

offioer  of the Secretary-General have been ured to advanta90m In all  these

-8tingr no rigid formula of encounter watt  prescr ibed. There were the round-table

dircurm ionl, the fireride  chats, quadrilateral meetinqa and even diplomtic

~~tai? partier  of the Jakarta variety. In moat of theee case8 the outcome was

l ncour ag ing , the mort rewarding of them all being the eigning  and ratification cf

the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Nuclear

Mirsileo  by the two leading nuclear Powore.

The leeron@  to be drawn from the dialOgUeB and negotiation8 ahich have taken

plaoe thus far are not difficult to dircern. It la abundantly clear that peace

initiativea and peace 1toel.f have increaringly become contaqioua and that their

domino effect is becoming apparent. Moreover, it ie quite obvious that peace
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tendsd to be tenable  whenevrr interested parties demonstrated a dagree  of political

will in favour of it. Furthermore, it is quite clear that the resource8 of the

United Nationr  in the field of peaoe-keeping  and cr iris management are yet to be

t a p p e d . Indeed, part events attert not only to the vitality of the United Nation8

but also to the r l levance of the Charter . It can also be olaimd that the

r approahement among the leading nuclear Paver 8 and their engagement in meaningful

negotiations in the field of dirarmament and other related issuea augur well  for

the rolaxa tion of tenrion  at the international level.

Although we shall continue to support bilateral or regional initiativ@8 w@

would be remiss in our duty if we did not to emphasizr the quintsssentiality  of

multilateralism. Whereas we continua  to recognise  the complementary nature of

bilateral, regional and multilateral negotiation8 on matterr of paramount

importance to mank ind , on specific i8eue8 which are likely to affect the ultifMt@

and overriding interest of the international oommunity the aollective WiBdOm of the

majority should prevail over the fOCUsOd  interest of the few. AB we of ten say in

my national language 8

“Grind the gr sin where you may aB long aa you bring home  the flour ,”

Thus, diplomn ts and sta teemen alike May qr ind their ideas anywhere as long as they

bring them horns  to our United Nations and place them in the service of mankind,

Although we tend to lend credence to the grinding mills in motion everywhere, we

believe that the one provided by the United Nations is the largest, the most

sua tainable, and the m o s t  lasting of them all.

Our favourable a8sesrfnent  of the prevailing political climate is tampered by

our realistic assassment  of the outcome of the fifteenth special session of the

General Assembly. Although wo had hoped that the realism which had prevailed prior
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to the convening of the rpecial rerrion, in par titular the important rtridea made

by the loading nuclear  Power a, would augur well for the oonduot and outcome of thr

rorrion, our achievement8 fell far below our expectatione. ~0 the dirmmy of the

PrrPonderant  majority of Stator,  which had attached particular importance to the

adoption by conaen8ua of a final document, rven the moat noble of our idear fa ilrd

to be regirtered in any form of a valid declaration. That we could not benefit

from a propitiour political aircumrtancr with whiah we were bleared ir a mmtter for

regret. None the leer we are hrartenod  to note that the United Nations role in the

field of dirarmament  was  undrrscored  and ultimately gained currency in the coWa@

of the diacurabon  held dur ing the rrereion,

An irrur of utmort concern to mankind as a whole ia the camp1 icatrd quotation

of the prrvcn tion of an arma race in outer apace, It har become all the more

crucial in view of the inrietence of a nuclear Power on developing the no-called

strategic  defence initiative - better known a8 Sbf. It is our conaidcted view that

ouch a course of action will ultimately contribute to the militarization  of outer

space. Consequently , it is our hope that the ongoing bilateral negotiations

between the United State8 of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist  Republics fn

regard to nuclear disarmament  will lead to an early outcome. In this connection we

are happy to note that the Conference on Diearmament has eetahliahed an Ad Hoc

Committee on outer apace with a view to finding ways  and means of strengthening the

exieting legal rdgime and ultimately preventing the spread of the arms race to

outer specs.

Another ieiwr which hae been at the hub of neqotiatione  conducted within the

framework of the Conference on Disarmament is the quertion of chemical weapona.  In

condemninq all acts related to the use of chemical weapona  we note with a renewed
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sense of hope that, at long last, the Conference on Disarmament might adopt a

convention on the prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling and use

of all chemical weapons and on their destruction.

Inasmuch as we are encouraged by the achievements registered thus far in the

sphere of chemical weapons we cannot but express our regret that similar progress

has not been attained in the negotiations with regard to the comprehensive test-ban

treaty. If the dangerous course the arms race seems to be following is to be

aver ted, it is imperative that concrete steps be under taken with a view to ensuring

a total ban on nuclear tests. This issue therefore remains paramount on the agenda

Of the Conference on Disarmament, irrespective of the unhelpful disposition some

members of this multilateral forum tend to adopt in this regard.

Perhaps the most effective among the strategies aimed at preventing the spread

of nuclear weapons is ths establishment of the nuclear-weapon-free zones in various

parts of the wor Id. The determination of the peoples of Latin America and the

South Pacific to establish such zones has led to the signing of two important

treaties, namely the Treaty of Tlatelolco and the Treaty of Rarotonga. We remain

firm in our conviction that such arrangement I will go a long way towards liberating

a vast majority of States from the immediate danger inherent in the physical

existence and proximity of such weapons of mass destruction. In this regard we

view with sympathy the proposal by the German Democratic Republic regarding the

creation of a nuclear-weapon-free corridor in Europe. The creation of such a

nuclear buffer zone in the heart of Europe can only enhance the prospect of the

maintenance of peace and security in that historically beleaguered continent. I t

is our considered view that the establishment of such nuclear-weapon-free soneS or

zones of peace should be encouraged at the global level.
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h aWe Of l lPmial intorort to my dol&gation,  indeed to all delegationr from

my imfnadiato  vioinity,  ham barn and romainr that of the Indian Ooean. I n  rpito o f

the rrpratad  l ppralr mrdr by t%a littoral and hintrrland  State8 of the Indian oaean

ar*41 morn0 maritimr Poworr  have trndod  to beef up their military preronce in the

region. A few rmonqrt  them l tertain the modieval view that mrintenrnoe  Of foc*iQn

military barer in tho area ir an intogrrl  part of the l ⌧eraiae of Freedom of

navigr tim.
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Therefore we attach special inportance  to the work of the Al Hoc Committee on

the Indian Ocean. In apita of the cormnendable  deqree of flexibility demonetrated

by the State8 of the reqion and the repeated callr of the General A-*lY for an

early convening of the larg-awaited Cnnferencr on the Indian Ocean, the a8piratiOn

of the peace-loving peopler of that area hrr yet to be realized, The lack of

political  will on the part o f  some  haa brcomr ao institutionrlized  that even a

nodert but helpful proporrl for the convening of an ordinary meeting of the Ad HOC

Committee  in Colombo by the C3av.r nmont of Sr I Lanka could not see the light of

day. Thur we appeal to all extraregional maritime Powera to rerpect  the wish of

the people8 of the region and shoulder their rerponribilitior  regarding the

me in tonance of in terna tional peace and recur1 ty .

An lorue cloee to the heart of my delegation ir the question  of the

implrmrntation of the Declaration on the Denuclearisation  of Africa. Although more

than two dacadee have elapsed since Africa exprerraed itr wish to remain free from

nuclear weapons, the people8 of thr continent continue to be threatened by the

danger that the aoquiaition  o f  nuclear capability by South Africa portends. In

drawing the attention of the international community to the ever-exietinq  dahgerq

inherent in the posreerion  of . uch weapon8 of mass destruction by the Pretoria

rigime,  we appeal to all extraregional Powera to desist from any form of nuclear

collal.aration  with that unkind rdgime.

Just as we are concerned by the degree of aollaboration between the apartheid

rigimo and moma Weetern countries, e,epecially  in the nuclear field, so we rem in

alarmed by the dangeroue tendency to dump nuclear and toxic waste in Africa. The

implicationr  of such dumping for human life and the environment are quite obvious.

The health hazards to the prerent  inhabitant8 of the aontinent and to generation8
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yrt to come are equally clear, What ir not char ir the mot ivr of thora who have

the audacity to impose such  a burdrn on a continent whioh har had more than its

rhara  of mirfortuner in the past f e w  yearn, why is it that multinationals  of

oountr ier that we regard aa our partner I within the fr amewor k of the Lomb

Convmtion have decided to export radioaotive  wamte to our oontinent? Why i8 it

that those who rpokr vehemently on the imuact  of radioactivity following the

Chernobyl incidrnt are oblivious  of the oonac~uenorr of the dumping of radioactive

wart0 on At r ican roil? Why ia the merci lees exploitation of Afr lea’s uranium

compounded by the tr anrfar of nuolaar waate to Africa? Why ir it that our request

for tranefor  of technology ie at timee responded to by a tranrfer of indurtr ial

warte? Why in it that the power r-that-be take undue advantage of the economic

difficultire of the African.  countrire?  Why is it that indurtrial and toxic waste

deemed unfit for European waatelande ir targeted for dumping in the gentlo valleyr

of Africa?

Aa Prreident  John F. Kennedy once aaidt

“in the final clnalyrirr, our most basic link ie that  we are al l  human) we al l

breathe the ramo air, we all cher ieh our children’s future.”

So why thie unkindness to fellow  human beings?  Why this callous attitude towards

people who attempted to “live and let live” in epite of the fact that they had to

heal the wounds they suetained on account of colonialiem?  It irs not my intention

to provide anewers to the nagging question8  I have raieed. I shall leave that to

the objective judgement of the fair-minded. All the aame, let me point out that

beneath all the unkindnese I have alluded to lie8 a huge sediment of greed, While

we condrmn  all such acts, we appeal to all the Government8 concerned to use every

meane  in their power to curb euch a manifea ta tion of inhumanity.

The most devartating calamity of the century hae been the detonation of the

bombs in Hiroshima  and Nagasaki. Coneequen tly, the par amount endeavour in the
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&order to uomr will bo the l truggle to l ave mankind from thr rcourge rrrooiated

with nuclear l xplaionr. The l mphaeir im not on repentance for mirtaker  committed

in daye gone by but rather on a l urtained effort to avoid repeating the l ame evil.

In thim noble endeavour of protecting mankind l grinet hie worrt half,  the United

Nationm reemm  to offer the beat alternative. For thir very reaoon we believe that

it8 role in the field of diearmament rhould  be l nhanoed. After all, it 10 still

that wcrld Oryaniaation which embarked on its mirrion with a determination to l aqw

rucceeding  generationti  from the moourge  of war, There ie nothing more mecure than

leaving the ultinm to fate of malrkind to the ercred trurt at na tionr and in the good

and eecure handr of thr Unibd Natione.

For our part, we #hall do l vrrything within our capacity to enable our United

Nationm to meet the l xigenciee and dictatee of the timer. Our rerolve to meet that

fundamental  obligation la l trengthened by our knowledge of the immenre potential of

all Member Sta tee, the efficroy of the United t4a tionm machinery  and the continued

relevance of the Char tar, It 18 with thir renewed  sense of dedication that we hope

to contribute our mdeet  mhare to the deliberationr of thim important Committee.

Mr, ISA&Z (Spain) ( interpretation from Spanimh)t L a e t  week the

Permanent Mpreeentative  of Greece addreared the Committeo on behalf of the twelve

member countriee of the European  Community, end naturally my delegation

whole-hear tedly eubeor ibem to what waa eta ted at that time. On thir occaa ion I

ehould like to highlight a number of pointr to which my Government and my

delegation attach priority importance,

In the world of today, international relationm are beooming  increaeingly

oomplex, and the ooncept of interdependence oan no longor be ignored; on the

contrary, we are faced with a clear need to mmek in international molidrrity and
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CO*peratiOn  the toolr with whiah to attack the difficult global problemr

afflicting our planet,

Againrt  thin background, my delegation wiehem to reaffirm the oentral role and

primary rerponribility of the United Nationr in the field of diearmament and

international security. Therefore WI are firmly in favour of any action tending to

l nhanoe the l ffeotiveneme of the meohmirme available to the United Nations in

dealing with theme matters.

It  in o u r  conviction that the Firmt Committoo and the Diearmamont  Conunimeion

have rn l eaential part to play am univerral forumm for the diecuemion of there

nutterr. Similarly, we have held the view for some time now that the Conference on

lliearmament  in Qeneva im the only l ff~otive forum for multilateral negotiationr  in

thim field. Consequently, having taken an active prt in itr rctivitiee am guert

obeervere for many yearm,  we now bemire to take our place an a full member.
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Our confidence in the multilateral diearmament proceee wan not undermined by

the failure to produce a final document at the third epecia~  eeerion  devoted to

diearmament. The result wan disappointing, but my delegation, instead of seeing it

am a failure, consider9  the effort made by all the delegatione last June to have

been extremely encouraging, as wan the progress achieved in many of the thorniest

areas, inasmuch am didely  divorgsnt  poaitione  were brought considerably cloesr

toge ther .

N'x rhould we forget that the work centred throughout on an extremely

wel’&-constructed  text and, of i te 67 paragraphs, there wan failure to reach

agreement on little more than half a dozen, We believe that that document contains

material of extremely high quality and can continue to nerve am a valid baaie for

work, mince it l xpreoree and eymbolizea the progress achieved in our search for a

language acoeptablo  to all eidre, We are confident that the effort ham not been in

vain.

In our opinion , one of the moat preening problems at the moment concerns the

use of chemical weaponr, in flagrant violation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol. Sad to

eayl the inveetigation  teams sent by the Secretary-General have confirmed that much

weapons have indeed been used in the Iran-Iraq conflict.

This ie one of the problem areaa on which the tnternationsl  rx+operation  arld

multilateral effort manifest in the work of the Geneva Conference on Disarmament

can produce most fruitful reaulta. A convention on the univer aal eradication of

chemical waapone must be concluded WI th urgency R and this objective now appears to

be attainable. The progreerr  which has been made in this area in encouraging, but

my country, which neither poreereee nor intends to Poreeee such weaponsr cannot

fail ti be concerned at the poeribility  that a delay in arriving at an agreement

totally aboliehing  chemical weapon8 may result in their proliferation.
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Efforts must continue at the Geneva Conference to reach realistic, objective

solutions to the problems still outstanding. The future agreement mUSt  rest on a

foundation of transparency, verification and undiminished security, and mUSt  alSo

include a plan for the gradual and balanced destruction of the lethal potential of

existing chemical weapons. we welcome as a true sign of progress the decision

adopted by the Conference on Disarmament to include in the draft convention a

provision for chemical-weapon production facilities to be destroyed, not converted

to other uses.

The signing of the convention will provide the ultimate vindication of

multilateral negotiations as an effective means of dealing with such matters, and

Will in all probability be the first international disarmament agreement abolishing

an entire category of weapons negotiated in a multilateral forum.

In this context, my delegation supports the initiative by France and the

United States for the convening of an ad hoc international conference, in Paris, to

reaffirm the continuing validity of the Geneva Protocol of 1925 and t0 provide a

political boost for the efforts of the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva, to

ensure the conclusion as soon as possible of a comprehensive convention on the

elimination of chemical weapons.

Another priority for my Government is the need to reduce conventional

weapons. It can never be stressed sufficiently that conventional weapons have

caused the loss of millions of lives and immeasurable damage and suffering since

the end of the Second World war. Nor should we forget the other frightful

consequences arising from the awesome scale of world spending on armaments of this

type, while sorely needed resources which could be employed to further the

well-being of nations are squandered.



B119 /drg A/C. 1/43/P!?. 19
33

(Mr. Iban08, Spain)
.

Sprin viow8 w i t h  concrrn thr raturation  lava1 rrrchad by thir typm of woQponW

in many rogionr  of the world, in partioular  Europa,  whrro tha mark& imbalance  of

forcer ir a 8ourc8 of anxiety for my Cwernment.  The l ⌧irting cono8ntration  Of

foruO8, which ir far beyond what ir rtr ictly nrcarrary for defenar, reprrrmtr a

8ar iour hatard, The Treaty  brtwrrn thr United  Btator of Amerioa and thr Union Of

Soviet Socialirt Republiar  on the Elimination of Intmcudiate-Ranga  and

Shortrr-Rangr  Mirrilrr  ha8 rervrd to highlight the nerd to correct thir imbalanc@*

It i8 thereforr  rrrrntial to have hervily rrymmrtr  lo81 reduction8 in Buropa if YO

are to obviate  thr porribility  of territorial  occupation, l urpri80 attackr and

lsrgo-rcrle  0ffen8iv.8,

My Country  i8 rctive at the Vienna meeting of the Canfrrenoc on Security and

Co-oporrtion  in Europ8 (CSCE) in the quert for a balmood and 8ati8faotory

ou tcallm  , Our 8im thorr ir to achiovr  conventional rtability at lower lrvolr  of

forma, togr thrr with an atmorpherr  of greater trurt 8nd tranrprrrncy  , by morn8  Of

a dusl negotiating prom88  within the framework  of the CSCB, which will begin once

the follow-up meeting of the Helrinki proce88 ir concluded.

Thur, our l f for tr to guar rntre poaoa and recur i ty in Europa havr two

in te r re la ted ,  COmphment8ty  88pOCt8t the quret for convrntional rtahility,  and thy

deepening and expanrion  of the confidence-building and 8ecur ity-building nwaruror

agreed upon in Stockholm.

If mirtrurt ie t0 be dirpellrd, it ir 8888ntial for 811 State8 to oonduot

their military activi tier in accordance with pradiot&blity  and tranrparency.  My

drlegation beliW48 that the United Nation8 can play rn important rolr in thi8

rerpeot,  and that all State8 ehould furnioh  the United Nationr with detailed and

rtandardiard  data on military apending,  a8 doe8 my country, amor! oth8r8,
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Another area in which thrre 18 need for greater oponner8  and trrnrpat@nCy  18

that  of  thr international  tranrfrr of armr. We murt begin by making a oloar and

careful dirtinotion brtween logal tranrfer and legitimate t r a d e  in weapOnll  and

i l l ega l  arma t ra f f ick ing , Thrn the offoctr  of both type8 of activity murt bo

examined srpara toly and in depth, Finally,  in the l ight  of 8Uch  rtudier,  meanurea

mU8t br agreed uPon at the national, rrgional, or multilateral level tr, l 8tabliah

greater tranrparency in the armn trade and preventing  illegal trafficking9

The principle of effective verification of compliancy  with arm8-control  and

dirarmament agreement8 18 now generally accepted by the international OOmmUnitY.

While We agree that verifioation murt be a rpeaifio rquirement for oroh treaty or

agreement, to be negotiated a8 ruch by the partier, t h e r e  18 al80 tremondour  soope

for multilateral action, which could greatly  facilitate the application of this

principle,

The United Na tionr, in particular, ha8 before it an oxtenrive  area in which to

exerciee ite potential in regard to human, technical and organizational  reaourcea.

For example, there in the formulation of a ret of grneral principles acceptable to

all, the compilation of a catalogue of mearurer, procedure8 and techniques for U8e

in providing vet if ica don, and the provision of profer8ional  and technical

aeeie  tance in epeci fit negotiation~o

At ite last session  the Disarmament Commirrion reached a con8enrua  on the

adoption of a number of principles relating to verification which furnicih an

excellent starting point for the final definition of the United Nation9 role in

thir area, The pr inciple having been em tab1 Wed , we are confident t h a t  the

Aerembly,  by adopting the neceeeary mea8ure8 an@ with the aid of atUdie8 by

Government or other expertrr, will be able to define it8 role.
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Thi8 year we have a new itom on our agenda , one which appoarr  to be gaining in

popularity. I rrfer to the dumping of nuolear and toxic indurtr ial warte, 8pa in

18 a party to the 1972 :mdon Convention on the Provcntion  of the Contamination Of

the Sea by the Dumping of Warte an.1 other Mater ialr, We are, therefore, bound by

the ourrent InCkfinite moratorium on the dumping in the mea of low- and

medium-radioactivity nuclear warto, according to the rerolution approved in London

i n  1985. We are keenly  a w a r e  o f  the concern felt by some  countrier with regard to
thir problem. It 18 our belief, however, that thir rubject  - in the form in which

it ha8 beon mooted - ought not to form part of thu agrnda  of the Fir8t Committee.

In fact, the problem of the dumping of nuclear waste warn  dealt with in a

rerolution adopted by con8en8u8  at the General Conference of the International

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) at i tr late8 t rerrion, in September la8t. That

rerolution provide8 for the ertablirhment  of a group of expert8 to conduat  a 8tUdY

and then report to the Director-General  and the General Conference of IAEA. The

Director-General, Mr. Blix, 18 alro to compile a report on the rubjeot  for the

coming round of rearione of the General Conference.

I also find I t hard to 8ee how the question of the dumping of toxic indua tr ial

waste fall6  within the purview of thie Committee. Surely thie question ought

rather to be dealt WI th by the Second Committee,

The danger of a conflict tr iggered by accident, which might escalate into a

aonflict  leading to Armageddon la always real in our present nuclear aqe. We muat

take all po88ible  rtepe to prevent thir from occurring. Hence, we have no

alternative  but to continue the rearch for formulae that will, first of all, curb

the nuclear-arms race and will then go on to bring about a gradual reduction of

8UCh  l r8enal8, with the ultimate aim of aholirhinq them completely whenever this

become8 a real poe8ibility.

The entry into force of the Treaty on the Elimination of Int#rm@diat@-Ranga
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and Shortor-Range Mirriler may well be a hirtoric  milertone in thi8 pr00088r

Another major step will undoubtedly bo the 50 per cent rrduction in the

l trategic nuclear l r8enal8 of the United state8  and the Soviet Union, towardr which

both Power8 are working with the whole-hrarted ruppor  t of the inter national

aommun  I ty .

We rincerely  hope t h a t  the divergent interpretation8 of the 1972 Treaty on the

Limitation of Anti-Ballirtia Mirrile Syrtemr  will not prove to be a rtumbling-block

t0 mutual  under rtanding  betwrrn  the ruprr=Pawerr and therefore lead to failurq in

the current negotia  tionr.

With the tot81 prohibition of nuclear tertr we could be a rtep clorer to

curbing the nuclear-arm8 race and reduoing  arrenalr,  and therefore to their

eventual 01 imination. On the one hand, new and hopeful porribilitier  are being

opened up by the 8ignifioant progrerr announord  latrly in the field of rei8molopy.a

On the other hand, the firrt cautiourr rtepr taken by the two super-Pawrrr  may

indeed culminate in the ratifioation  of thre8hold  treatie8 limiting nuclear tort8

and peacefu  1 nuclear explon ions. If limitr are plaoed fir rt on kilotonnage, the

next steps might be the limitation of the nunbet of tmta, and finally their tot81

prohibition, aa circumstances  allaw.

While we appreciate the effort8 of the cuuntr  for that have propored the

transformation of the 1963 Treaty partially banning nuclear weapon8 tertr into a

fully-f lodged tert-ban treaty, it 18 my delegation’s conviction that the

atop-by-step  approach taken by the Ruper-Powers is more suited to the tremendou8

complex1  tie8 involved in complete nuclear dinarmament,  of which the total

prohibi  tfon of nuclear tenting 18 an integral part.

We are similarly convinced that in parallel with there ongoing bilateral

proce88e8,  the Geneva Dirarmament  Conference will in the long run have a vital part
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to play in thr negotiation af a treaty totally banning nuclear torting. It la

thereforr our hope and our da8 ir l that the Ad Hoc Commi tteo of the COnfOr rnaa on

Dirrarmament  that deal8 with thi8 rubject will ruccmed  in obtaining a mandate

acceptable to all rid08 and will begin it8 work at the l arliert porrible  mOnWnt~

Spain wirher to continue it8 work in politiaaliy 8trengthenin9  both horizontal

a n d  v e r t i c a l  ncn~proliferation. That wa8 the rearon for our acar8mion to the

Treaty on the Non-Pro11 ferrtion of Nuolear Woaponr  (NPT) .

We heartily  weloome the reoent rigning of the NPF by the Kingdom of S8udi

Arabia and the forthcoming Review Conference on the NPT, in the hogr that thO8e two

l vont8 will add ftO8h impetur  to the procerr  of the non-proliferation of nuclear

weapon8 l

It mu8t rurrly  be the duty of our Committee to bring to the realm of praotical

reality thr conviction rhared by onr and all that the United Nation8 haa a central

role and a primary re8pon8ibility in the field of dirarmamrnt. Indeed, my

delegation will rpare no effort in purruing  the fulfilment of that aim.

Mr. VARGA (Hungary) I Aa a contribution to the war k of the Fir rt

Committee the delegation of Hungary wirher  to make romr remarkr  conorrning  the

item8 relating to nuclear dirarmament and thr work of the Conference on Diearmament,

In view of the interdependent nature of the relations among Staten,

multilateral  W-Operation  18 imperative in finding 8olutione to the outetanding

problem8 of our day.

There 18 a growing underrtanding, both inside and outaide  thin Hall,  that

nuclear-arm8 reduction and nuolear diearmament continue to be the ireuee  of higheet

priority and the main ta8k of all forum8 dealing  with the problem@ of diaarmamnt.

To this end, effort8 are and rhould be pursued at the regional, bilateral and

multi lateral  level8  to le88On the d8nger of nuclear war,  to reduce 8ub8tantially,

and ultim8tely  eliminate, all nuclear WeapOnA.
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W8 oonrider that if the momentum created by the Treaty between the United

stat88 Of Amer ha and the Union of Soviet Sociali8t  Republic8 on the Elimination of

Their Intrrmdia to-Range and Shor  tot-Range  Misr ilo8 18 8U8tained,  early re8ul t8 aan

be l ahioved in reducing by 50 pr cent the 8tr8tegic  araenalr of the p8rtici~ntr

in there trlkr, while preserving  the 1972 Treaty on the Limitation Of

Anti-Balliltio  Mi88ilO Syrtemr.

Sinor nuolear  disarmamrnt 18 of high priority, due attention murt be p8id to

those id888 and proporalr that might promote the fulfilment of the mandate of the

Carf@rrnoa  on Di8arma!Mnt  to adc¶re8m, through negotiationr,  the quertionr of

nuOl#ar  dirarmam8nt. My drlrgation favour8 the reaffirmation of thir commitmrnt by

the ~n#ral A88Ombly  8t i t8 forty-third 8C88iOn.

We are at111 convinad that the general and complete prohitition  of

nuclear-weapon tort8 would be an effective mea8ure toward8 the halting of the

nualear-arm8  race, The continuing of tenting 18 at vrriance with the effort8 of

the great majority of State8 to put an end to the improvement of l xi8ting typrr of

nuolear weaponr  and the development of new on089 In order to prwent  that, all

nualear-weapon  tort8 in all environm8ntu  8hould br prohibited once and for all.
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Taking into aacount the urgency of the tark, we think that all po88ible

IVenue rhould  bo oonriderrd and tr led to make early and tangible progreaa in

achieving a ccmprrhenrive  prohibition of nuclear-weapon tebtb. The Conference on

Di8armaIlWnt continue8 to remain the forum to work out a comprehensive

nuolear-teat-ban  treaty l

Efforts for the early achievement of a comprehenrive test ban are of

importance in themrelvrr  . wa fu l ly  auppcrt the  fulr-scale,  staqr-by-stage

negotiation8 on nuclear terting, leading to the complete prohibition of

nuclear-weapon ter tr , by the USSR and the United State8 of America in their

bilateral  talk8 on thir mrtter.

We are aware of the diffioultier encountered in starting suhrtantive  work on

the comprehenrive  turt-ban  treaty l.n an appropr late orgar~izational  framework in the

Conference on Di8armarnent. Yet we believe that differences of view ehould not

inevitably impede the rtart of aub8tantive  work, Here we mean the poseibilitY Of

preliminary dircurrion of, and preparatory work on, specific iseuea and measurea

that might lead u8 to the main avenue of an eventual agreement on a comprehena  ive

teat ban. Several proposal8 have been made to eolva the insult outside the

COnfWenCe on Di8armament. We are corwinced that real prcqrese  in that field

depends  on the common determination of countr iea to succeed and on hard war k at the

negotiating table.

We also welcome every effort aimed at so?.ving  the persisting deadlock on that

question in the Conference on Diearmament, That lo why my drlega tion is encouraged

by the initiative of Caechorlovak la put forward in wor kir g paper ~~/a63

“to initiate, am a firrt rtep toward8 achieving a nuclear-teat-ban treaty,

subrtantive work on 8peOifiC and interrelated tort-ban ie8ue8, including

8tructUrQ and 8c0pa , aa well a8 verification and compliancen,
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My dolrgation  ir of thr virw that this propoaal , whioh hair horn on the table for

quit0  l ume time on an informal basis and ham been formally pr~aantad  by naw,

l uggeata what aould have been realirtioally aahieved at thia atage and in the

Conference on Disarmament.

In the deliborationa  of our Committee, it would be of paramount impor tanae if

the divergent and contradictory virwa in thia reapeat  could be narrowed down to

much an extent that they could find a place in a eingle draft resolution on the

aomprehene ive teat-ban iaeua.

The tank of avoiding the furthor  apresd of nuclear weapons oacupier  an

rapecially important plaae in the vast domain of nualrar disarmament. During i t s

20 years of operation the non-proliferation r/gime ham oontinuoualy gained strength

and become an international multilateral instrument with the widest adherenor. The

Hungarian People’8  Republic, which maintains an unequivocal commitment to the

objectives, obligations and meaautea met forth in the Treaty, haa at various

international forums repeatedly called upon all Sta tea which for whatever reason

have not yet signed that legal instrument to join it without delay. Like many

other participants in our general debate , my delegation would like to point out

that it is of utmost importance to make progress in the implementatiOn Of

article VI of that Treaty.

That ie why we consider that the moat important measures for the atrengthrning

of the Non-Proliferation Treaty are the l tepn leading to the canprehenaive

Implementation  of that Treaty and measures on nuclear diaatmament.

At this reserion the First Committee ham the important tark of initiating the

appropriate preparatory work for the Fourth Review Conference of the Partiee to the

Treaty on the NotrProli  feration of Nuclear Weapons. It ir a widely shared view

that the forthcoming Rsview Conference har a arucial role to play in further
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strengthening the Treaty and the non-proliferation  rigime in general. It im our

view that the moat feasible way to strengthon the non-proliferation r/gime ir

through the adoption of a aeriea of aonoretr nuolear diaarmament meaaurem.

My deles!ation  lays qmaial l mphaaia on the peaoeful  l ppliaation of nuolear

energy, international so-operation  in this field, and the proviaion of security for

poaoeful nualear l ativitiea,

Other measurer whiah in our view oould indirectly  have benefiaial  effect8 on

the rtrrngtheninq of the non-proliferation rigime are the l uooeaaful and early

oonoluaion of the negotiations on the prohibition of radiological weapons and the

aonaluaion of an agreement on the prohibition of l ttaoka against nualear power

l tationr and other nuolerr faoilitiea.

The Conferewe on Diaarmrment ham l mbarkod on the task of responding to both

l ubjeata. It may be l ppropr iate to reoall that in 1986 the International Atomic

Energy Agenoy  noeded only l evoral monthm to work out a Convention on the Early

Notifiartion  of a Nualear Aaaident and a Convention on Aaaiatanae in the Case Of a

Nualear Aaoident or Radiologiaa1  Emergenay. In turn the Conferenoe on Disarmament

aould aontr ibu te to the safety of peaoeful nualear rat ivr ciea by the early

eJaboration of an agreement  on the prohibition of attacks on nuclear faoilitira.

The l ativiti~a of the Conference m Disarmament in reamt yeorr have yielded

mo&mt,  but l ubatantive, progress on both traakm undar aonaidoration. The work

dare so far provider an appropriate baaia for bringing the ongoing nrgotiationa  to

an ratly and l uooeaaful oonaluaion,

For yearm the Conforanw on Diaarmrmant ham bemn oonaidering  with varying

intonaity  the poamible  solution of the issue of l trenqthening the security of

non-nuolear-weapon Sta tern. This mar a atruotured diaoumaion took place in the

l ubaidirry body of the Conferenor on Dimarmarnent dosling with this iaaue. Some new
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ideas ware explored and a clearor  undoratanding  reaohed on the aanpliaatad

quea tiona involved. The diacuaaiona  have also revealrd that a fresh l pproaoh to

the iaaue is required in order to arrive at an agreomrnt on l eaurity guarantera

that will take into account the sraurity  interrate  of all non-nualear-weapon 8tataa.

It would be a valuablr first atop in this dirrotion if a mingle draft

resolution could be adopted that in turn could enaourago  the Conferenae on

Diaarmclment to continue the rearah  for a common approaah to the l ubatanoe Of

nrga tive aecur I ty aaaur rncea,

The queation of elaborating a convention on the world-wide prohibition of the

development,  produation,  s tockpi l ing , transfer and use of ahemiaal weapons haa

aga in this year rightly commanded the attention of the States par tiaipa ting in the

Confrrence  on Disarmament.

During the apr ing eraaion of the Conference w4 noted with interest that a

large number of par ticipcrtinq  Sta tea deemed it neaearrry to l xprema at wry high

9overnmantal levels their resolute Political commitment t o  t h e  early oonaluaion of

the chemical weapon8 convention.

Many delegations responded  favourably to the initiative of the delegation of

the Union of Soviet socialist  Republica on multilateral data exchange and other

confidence-building measures.

May I recall thrlt  the Foreiqn Minister ot my country hsd already daclarad - on

4 February 1988, at the Conference on Disarmament - that Hungary had no atoakpile

o f  chemical weapona or induetrial facilitiee manufacturing ouch worponrr. He also

rrat tirmed that his country did not intend to porreaa  much weapons in the future  e
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HO also rraffirnmd  that no othrr country rtored any kind of chemical WeaPona

or carried out any kind of related activity in the territory of the Hungarian

Poople’m Republic. Concurrently the Conference on Dirarmament  wa8 alao informed Of

key precurmorm which were being l ithrr produced or conrumed in measured quantities

for peaceful purporem am well aa of the number of ohemical plantm involved in

Hungary.

In doing l o the Qover nment of Hungary warn  qu ided by the conviction that.

opennerm reqardinq the pormearion or non-poererrion of chemical weapon8 Bervea to

oontr ibute to the rtr engthen ing of aonfidence  among Sta tea. My Cover  nmen t

oontinuer to believe that it would be beneficial for the purposes  of the future

ohemioal  weaponr anven tion if all Sta tea, not only those which are members of the

Conforencic on Dirarmament, would contribute to clear inq the picture a8 much a8

porrible  by making available appropriate data on the poeeesrion  or non-possession

of chemical weaponr and the production of certain chemicals relhced to the future

convention . The collect.ion of ruch da ta with in the tramewor k of a global ay& tern

aeema to be necereary for the eventual normal functioning of! the convention.

We note with ratiafaction  the growing in tereet shown by Sta tee involved in the

neqotiationm  on a chemical weapons convention in the initiative of the [Jnion of

SOViet SOCialiBt Rspublice for gaining national and international experience  in the

field of verification of non-production by the civilian chemical. industry of

chemicale  related to the future chemical weapons  convention. Hunqary has declared

it8 intereat in BUU;~  an exercise  and is ready to co*perate with other States

interrated  in carrying out trial inepectionr,

We welcome the positive change in the porition  of France, reflected in the

mtatement  by Prrrident Mitterrand during the present sraeion  of the General
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Assembly. This move would undoubtedly contribute to the solution of outstanding

iSSUeS Of the draft convention and help to accelerate the work which remains to be

done.

It is our considered opinion that President Reagan’s proposal calling for a

conference of the signatories of the 1925 Geneva Protocol and the readiness of the

French Government to organize such a conference early next year are a commendable

initiative which deserves our thorough attention. May I add that my delegation was

impressed by the way the representative of France, Ambassador Morel, introduced the

subject of the international conference in this Committee on 20 October.

The prevention of an arms race in outer space continues to be one of the

paramount issues of international security and disarmament.

As the report of the Conference on Disarmament testifies, much useful work has

been done at the 1988 session of the Conference by the Ad Hoc Committee on the

Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space. During the work carried out in previous

years the Ad Hoc Committee had in our view accumulated a sound set of ideas and

suggestions which permitted it to devote its attention during this year to

proposals and measures to prevent an arms race in outer space.

We cannot but regret that due to the subsisting lack of consensus the Ad Hoc

Committee was not able to make substantive progress this year in the achievement of

its goals.

We continue to believe it is high time for the Conference on Disarmament and

its Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space to elaborate

concrete measures and international multilateral agreements in order to strengthen

and further develop the existing legal rdgime. We would welcome it if the Ad Hoc

Committee could start next year devising a system that would guarantee the safety

of satellites in orbit around the Earth, that is, the immunity necessary for their
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smooth operation. On the other hand it would also be useful for the Ad HOC

Committee to consider establishing an international system of verification to

guarantee the peaceful character of research and activities in outer space.

We are of the view that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race

in titer Space of the Conference on Disarmament is the most appropriate forum for

the elaboration of certain important technical or legal elements of such a future

system, like definition or details of verification mechanisms.

We share the view that the Ad Hoc Committee should be helped by experts in

this context and we welcome and support all proposals aimed at the establishment

with specified mandates of such working bodies of experts within the framework of

the Conference on Disarmament.

Xy delegation shares the view of the Secretary-General, expressed in his

statement in the First Committee this morning on the occasion of the opening of

Disarmament Week, when he said:

"The current momentum towards peace needs to be maintained and carried

forward. bet not the improvement in international relations which we witness

at present become another passing phase. More than anything else, it is

credible progress in disarmament which will make it certain that we are moving

towards a new phase of international affairs , promising a better and safer

world for all." (A/C. l/43/PV.18,  p. 16)

My delegation is hopeful that the political will displayed by delegations in

the First Committee will be converted into concrete actions and deeds conducive to

fruitful negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament.

Mr. DE ACHA (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of my

delegation I should like to congratulate you, Sir, on your well-deserved election

as Chairman of the First Committee and to wish you every success in the discharge

of your duties.
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We feel that, as the majority of delegations taking part in the debate have

stressed, the work of the First Committee is taking place at a time when a fresh

wind is beginning to blow in international affairs. It seems that we are

witnessing a major period of transition and that we are on the verge of an age of

rationality unprecedented in recent times. Consultations and closer relationships

between the major Pawer  s have ushered in a new age of common sense which is

encouraging and strengthening dialogue and the political will of the peoples to

consolidate peace and genuine co-speration.
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During the dirourrions in thr Firrt Committrr at the lart ecl@eion, we noted@

and shared in, the optimirm  roeultincJ  from the olimato  oreakd by the signature  of

thr Treaty on thr Elimination of Intrrmodiato-Range and Shortor-Range  Mi@@ilw~*

Another oaueo for optimism wan the holding of the third l peoial l easion of the

Qeneral Aarembly  devoted to dirrrmament  - a sear ion that it walr hopod would result

iu a oonrolidation of the prevailing poritivo  trrndr whioh would contribute to an

l xpanrion of the barer for nogotiationr  and the oonrideration of new posaibilitiea

of joint aotion in the developnrnt of a global approaoh to dirarmamen t. We regret

that thingr did not turn out am wo had hoped, beoaure the bilateral disarmament

nrgotia  tionr - important, indeed or uoial, II they may be - tend to be rxolueive  in

naturr, whrrear the general problem of disarmament , whioh direotly affeot@ the

8eour ity of all the member a of the inter national oommunity  , aallr for a foo;s

within a multilateral framrwork.

The aohievement  of our objeotive  must be a oommon endeavour, which my

dolegation rharer with others,  par titularly thomr in the Non-Aligned Movement. The

non=aligned  oountrier have repeatedly exprerrrd  this objective, becauee  of their

pr inoipler of toler ante, international co-operation and the maintenance of peace l

We believe, however, that the rpecial  eersian wan also a useful opportunity to

drmonrtratr the importance of multilateral forum8 for dealing with the que.stion of

dirarrr8ament. Similarly, we thought it was a good opportunity for us to emphaaize

the need to halt the arme race,

We are oonvinoed that multilateral diarmament murt be purrued aa an eesential

part of the gereral prooerr of dirarmament,  and the United Nations, with its

Breathe  restored, has an important role to play in initiating and supporting thone

negotiationr. For it LI neoeseary to find a link between global diearmament

disoursions and bilateral neqotiotions,
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My oountry hae a tradition ar a paaue-loving  nation aoexiating with it8

neighbour 8 - and at timer in itr hiatory, thir ha8 rrrul ted in unjust lorres of

ter r I tory. We wirh to exprerr  rome view8 with rarpect  to a number of tha mO6t

important item8 beforo UII.

The current trend in the arm8 raoe ir not merely oontinuing but ir

intenri  fying in ulmort all the qualitative arpeatr  of the improvement  of weaponry

and the intr oduotion of new weapon8 of maaa des tr uat ion, thereby inar eaa ing the

threat of the use of force in var ioua a tra tegio area6 of the earth. In that

oonnoot ion, i’nd deriroue of enruring a olimate of confidence for the attainnmt  of

rral diaarmament, Bolivia concur 8 WI th the proporalr that urge all countries to

undertake to rtre88 continuourly  the poritive development  of their rrlationrr, in

order to in jeot vitality into ddten te and make it a oomprehens ive, au then tic I

in tegra l  prooerr  in  a l l  itr rcom.

On thie the twentieth anniverrary  of the opening of the Treaty on the

Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapon8 for signature, we reaffirm the principle of

the non-proliferation of such wrapOn and l xpre88 the hope that thia Treaty will

continue to encourage new agreement8 for the prohibition  of the u8e or the threat

of the ueie of force. The international axnmunity  muet continue to atrive to avoid

nuclear proliferation, since Ruth proliferation represents  a threat to all mankind.

Similarly, this year we are commemorating the twenty-fifth annivereary  of the

aignature of the partial teet-ban Treaty. In that connection, we regret that

nuclear teete are etill going on and that a oomplete test-ban treaty ha8 not yet

been achieved.

WO believe that a comprehensiv8  te8t-ban treaty must be agreed upon. That

would help to conrolida  te the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and would put a

8top to the developnen  t, improvement and produotioll  ‘)f more eophisticated lethal
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weaponr. Furthermore, it would reprerent  real l videnoe of the politioal will to

mrkr progrera  i n  nuolear  dirarmament.

Similarly, within the aontext of our commitment  to all pea- and di8armament

initiativer,  we reiterate our rupport  for the deolaration8 of aone of peaoe and

nuolaar-weapon-free aoner throughout the woe 16. We prrtioular  ly ruppot t the

initiative of tLe aountriea of Iatin Amerioa derigned to dealate the 8auth Atlrntio

l Bone of Peaoe and Co-a~ration. We ala0 l upport aimilar initiative8 in rerpoot

of the Indian Ooean, the M6diterranean  and Antarotioa. The establishment  of l uah

30rlO8 in varioua parta of the world will aerve to l trengthen international peroe

and aeourity,

With re8peot  to ohemical weapons, it should be emphariaed that the use of, and

t h e  oonrtant  tempta  ticm t o  u8e, suoh weaponr in variour regional  oonfliotr  ham

given rire to oalla for rpeeding up the drafting of an international convention

bann inq the produotion, development , 8tOCkpiling and u8e of chemical weaponr. The

convening of a uonferenoe on thir subject ir a commendable initfative~  we hope that

it can ruaoeed  in it8 work, thereby lending impetua to the Geneva negotiations,

My delegation believer alro that it 18 urgent to prevent the rpreading of the

arma race to outer rpme. In that connection, we rmpharize again that outer space

muat be free from the uae or the threat of the we of nuclear weapons. We oonrider

that teohnology and 8oientific progrrm  rhould be directed to the development and

progr 088 of people8 and not to the drvelopnen t or use of apace for war like

purpo8e8. We note with aati8fcotion that the Conferenue on bi8armament  is foouring

it8 work on WeOific  ObjeCtiV@s  for preventing the spreading of the armr  ram to

outer rpnoo. be8pi te 8ome t rends t h a t  are impeding thia tark in the debate8 o f  t h e

Cmhretme,  they mU8t fOOU# on the objeotive being PurWed, 80 that the Cmferenoe

can effectively aaoomplieh  the tank entrueted  to it,
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Fur thermore, the quartion of oonven tional weapon8 ir alro brooming a matt@r of

un iver ma1 oonoer n. The reduotion of aonventional weapons la in the intorert of all

the coun  tr lea and regiona  of the world today. Funds alloar  ted to military

aotivitiea are being withdrawn from the l et of resources that oould OtherWi80  be

allooated to the rooial and l oonomio development of the peopler, In that r*rpaot t

my delegation maintain8 the oonviotion, shared by a large majority of Member

Stater, that the limitation and reduotion of the world18 military expenditure oan

make a aub8tantial  oontr ibution to the progrerr of the developing aountr ier, The

ertabliahment of an international development fund , WI th oontr ibu tiona der iving

from reaourcea now going to the arma raoo , offer2 poaitive prorpaatr  for the

oonarrte rupport of State8 ;hat now rhetorica:?v  proolaim their rupport for peaoe

anA their repudiation of the arm8 raoe,

In that aonnrction, owing to the l xce8mive impact upon the eoonomy of the

developing coun  tr ice, the developed oountrier bear a re8pon8ibility to 8t8rt a

process  Of genuine and effeative reduction of their armed forcer. It would be

di8appointing  if the reduction of nuclear weapono were offset by the strengthening

of conventional forcea and weapons.

In COnClUSion,  the mucce88  of thie great work dependa on the capacity  of 811

the protagonist8 to harmonize their action8 to achieve the objective for which we

have been war king here for 4 3 year 2 - the prrrervation  of the peaoe and aecur ity of

future genera tiona.

Mr. AYAFOR CHUNOONG  (Cameroon) t The Cameroon delegation is speak ing

again at this stage of our debate on ia8uer related to diaarmament to highlight it8

ViOWN on certain item8 on the agenda - rpecifically  item8 63, 64, 65, 66 and 67.

A8 18 well known, the work of our Committee a tar ted thir year in a more

harmoniOu8 international climate character izsd by a rerumed  dialogue between the
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rupor-Power I, thr  rfqninq of  thr  Treaty on the El imination of Intormodirto-Rang@

and Shor tar-Ranqo Mirriler  - INF Treaty, an rotive quart for solutions to loml

and/or regional oontliotr mcl a rebirth of our Organisation. Hoper have th UI onoe

l gr in baon l r ourrd and rxprotr tionr are high.
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Howover,  this rrnrwod ogtimiam  in Statr-todtatr  rrlations  will boar no

Positiv*  and durable  fruits i f  i t  ia not  tranalatod into oonorotr  aotiona,

erpeoially  with regard to the aoorlrration of ongoing negotiationa on poaor and

international 8oour ity. Our hoper must not bm turned into dimillusion. Our

expeota t ionr murt find fulf ilmrnt  .

It i@ thus imprratiw  that StaCoa not only apply in good faith rerolutionr  of

the Cirnrral Aarrmbly in the firld of disarmament, but, additionally t seek to

reinforoe thr role of thr Orqaniaation  in thin field, while at the same time

facilitating thr adoption of further moarurer  to quarantrr the rraurity  of States

in  a l l  arpeota.

It is in this reaprot  that WI wlrh to under linr the noad to apply the

reoolutione and other portinont  dooumrntm already  adopted by our Orqanization,

foremorrt among whioh are the 1978 Final Document of thr firmt npocial  renrion

devoted to disarmament and the recent Final Document of the International

Conference on the Relationship  between Dirarmament and Devolopnent,  both of which

were adopted by consensus. Three documrntr, and notably the latter, emphaeize  the

direct link between disarmament and development,  a~ well aa the aerioueners  of the

non-military three ta whioh today oompromiae the security of Statee,  in particular

developing countr  ier. That ia why my delegation wishes once again to under line the

fact that In devolopinq  countries there can be no dirarmament without davelopment,

for - and this is no reoret  - not only are these alrciy poor State8 obliged to

reserve the greater part of their meagre resouroas  for military ends, to the

dstr iment of emnomic devrlopnent, but mieery , the deter ioratinq terms of trade,

famine and the dumping of nuolear and induatr ial wartea are further threats to

their national recur ity.

We ear neatly hope that our Committee, in ito deliberations on dirarmament

issuea, will take due note of the oomplexity  of the problem and the epeoif ici ty of
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thr question of pace, l eourity and disarmament in eaoh region. My delega t ion

hoper that the oonsonsus aohieved at thr Inter national Conference on the

Relationship between DiaarmBment and Development  pertaining to the importance of

non-military threatr to the security of Statea  will be maintained and that we shall

bo able to find waya and meana  of implementing the Final Daoument adopted at that

Confer enoe,

It irr obvious that our ultimate objeotive  continuer to be general and complete

disarmament, It ir unneoearary to add that the elimination of tension and the

reduction of the mirtruert and aurpicion  that generally rut round the military

aotivitira of our neighbours remain prerequiaiter  for this. It  is  for this  reason

that oonfidence building is a fundamental ingredient, not only in the prevention of

oonfliotr but alro in the attainment of our common objeativet fewer arms and more

developnon t,

At this stage, permit me to highlight the faot that the adoption of resolution

AHG/R~S/XXIII on the Loti Declaration and the programme of action on peaceI

a@OUrity  and co-opration  in Africa at the twenty-third aurmnit  of the Head8 of

State or Government of the Organization  of Afrioan Unity (OAU) , is an eloquent

demonrtration of Afr ica’a  commitment to the pr inciplea of the peaceful settlement

of dispu tea, the reduction of armaments and the promotion of aocio-economic

development. It is our firm conviction that such regional arrangements cantt ibute

greatly to the advancement of wnt idence, security among States and global

development.

Thie explains why my country, Cameroon, sought the assistance of this

Orqanization  under the pertinent resolution8 of the General Aeeembly  concerning the

identification and application of measures  aimrd at promoting and reinforcing

peace, oonf idenoe,  recur i ty , dirarmament  and development in the Central African
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rubrrgion. In thr view of my dologation, th0 final aim of thir pro joot la not only

the Pr~vontion  of oonfliotr but l lro thr l otting up of rubrogional  maohinory for

the poaoetul  rettlement of dirputer and thr maintrnanoo  and rtrrngthrning  of

l ourity and good-noighbourlinera brtwren the Stator of thm rubregion, In

addition, the projoot would faoilitatr the attainment of the objeotivrr  of pOaO0

and progrorr  l 88ignad to thr newly oroahd Euonomio Community of Contra1 Afrioan

Statrr, which inoluder  10 member Stater, namrlyr Burundi, Cameroon, Chad, thr

Contra1 African Ropublio,  Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Rwanda, 8ao Irony  and

Prinoipe and Zaire, with Angola a8 an Ob8erVer.

WI are grratly l nooutaqod by thr l rrirtanac, and rupport thur far l ooordod by

many Member Stater of our Organisation and oanprtrnt  inatitutiona of the Unitrd

Nationa  to thia rubrrqional initiativr,  whore l xeaution is l ntrurted to thr ltbnd

Centre. It 18 our hope that the united Nationr  and friendly oountrier will

oontinue to l uplpr t there Con tr al At r loan Strter in their aftor tr toward the

attainment of disarmament,  reourity and dovrlopmont  in their rubrrgion.

(spoke in From&)

I should like naw to make our oonmnentr  on the forthooming  lrourth Rmirw

Conferwoo of tho Partior to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation Of rholear

W@apona,  roheduled for 1990. My aountry, which ir a prty to the Trraty, l ppoala

to all Stat.er which are not partier  to oonrider  the po8ribilAty  of l dhrring t0 it

without delay, 80 am to atrenqthen  the non-proliferation riqimo. We hope that the

work of the Preparatory Committee will be rucoerrtul,  no that the Faurth Revi@w

Conference may have availablr  to it the nmerrary  workinq dooumrntr to faoilitak

the debater and enable thr Conforenue to aohievo poritive rorultr, Only than will

that Carferenoe  be of uee to thr dirarmannnt  uauae.
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Regarding the queation of the strengthening of the l xistinq intrrnational

maotrinery  dealing  with dirarmamant,  my country welcomer the more or lass general

agreemrl~t on thi8 iarue during the third rpeoial era&ion of the General Assembly

devoted ko diaarmamrnt. We shall be actively involved in the consultations on this

rubjrct in order not to lame night of the points aqreed on by all States within the

framework of Working Group III of that special  session devoted to disarmament,

which represrnt f.ie more rtep in the r ight direction.

Regarding the question  of vet ifioation, my delrga tion warn a co-aponaor  of

rrrolutionr 40/152  0 and 4l/86 Q, enti t led “Verification !n al l  i ts  aspects”,  which

ware introduced by Canada and adopted by oonsensus. We have rho preren ted to the

Disarmament Commirrion a working document (A/CN.10/97) bn this question, which is

clearly a major element in the implementation of aqreementr on arms lint! tation and

d irar mament . The important report in this oonneotion adopted by the Disarmament

Commission should form a basic document in the negotiations on this matter, We

support the proporals presented jointly by Canada, France and the Nethcrlandu,

which are clearly in line with the reeolutions  adopted last year on this issue.

As for the question of dumpinq of nuclear and industrial waatea in Wfricar my

dOlegatiOn hae  emphasired  here  thirt everythinq  p o s s i b l e  rr,ust be done t o  put  an end

to  th i s  i l l ega l , immoral and dangerouR practice. This dumping of nuclear and

industrial waste has serious implications for the national socur ity of African

States, not to mention the health of their populations and the balance of the

rcoeys tam.
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My country condemns all dumping of nuclear and industrial waste in Africa Or

in other developing countries. It hopes that the international community will

respect  the unanimous position of Africa on this question as expressed in

resolutions CM/Res. 36 (III) and CM/Res.l153  (XLVIII)  of the Council of Ministers of

the Organization of African Unity (OAU). The competent bodies of the united

Nations, and in particular the Secretary-General  and the Disarmament Commission,

should undertake a serious study of the question of the dumping of nuclear wastes

in all of its aspects, including the adoption of a convention banning such dumping.

Finally, I should like to note, as earlier speakers have done, that the United

Nations is irreplaceable as an instrument for diminishing both military and

non-military threats to the security of States. It is important for each country

to reaffirm its faith in the Organization, and for us all to facilitate the conduct

of our work within the Committee so that we may achieve tangible results.

The CHAIRMAN: We have new concluded the second week of our work. We

have had 102 statements in the general debate, which will be concluded on

Wednesday. There will be 145 in all. I art. told that this is the highest number of

Statements  in the history of our Committee, and that, in my view, shows the growing

interest and indeed concern of States all over the world.

In listening to the statements I have noticed that there is a common

characteristic, or set of characteristics, in the debate. It has certainly been,

and ccn tinues to be, a posi tive debate. There are many words of encouragement in

it . It is true that there has also been some frankness in it, hut this frankness

has been given in a business-like way. It has been devoid of hostility. I think

that provides a very strong basis for our future action. One representative said

to me this week - I know that he was speaking facetiously - that the debate was

perhaps not as interesting as in former times when States were attacking one
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mothor l ncS it WII mom intarrrting to rit and lirtrn to it. Wa have hwovrr

rroognirod  that tathor than l ctaokinq onr l nothrr , WI at0 nw oonaentrating  on rho

global problem of too many rrmr and trying to reaoh  rolutionr that thir Committoo

oa . drvl with oonrtruotivaly. That, in my view, rrprorontr a dear rdvanor on the

part Of thi8 Cornmitt-*

Draft rarolutionr  have boon pouring in all day. Aa the Commi  ttre knowr, thr

doadliw for the rubmirrion of draft rorolutiom  i8 Monday at 6 p.m. We shrll br

hrro until that hour, I have only nab thr opportunity to takr a quiak look at the

draft rorolutionr that are ooming in. I  hrvo already noted hwrvor that  there ia

mom@ i~rOV.mnt in th. 8UbmirliOn of draft rorolutionr. I t  ir apparent t h a t

aonrultation  h@r boon taking plaoo. I want to rnaourage  that oonrulta t ion 80 that

WI may haw 18 produotivr a 8ot of draft rorolutionr a8 porriblr,

Thi8 work wa8 l l8o mrrkad  by two l vont8 of oOnoarn to thir Committoo The

Plodding COnfOran-  for the World Dirarmrnwn?  Campaign took plaoo hrra yertarday

aftornoon,  and the Undrr-&arotary  Qonrral for Di8acNmant Affair8 told mo that ho

WI8 wry plearod with the rorultr of thr Ccmforanoa, whiah rhwed a dirtinat

inpravrrwnt in thr rupport for thr World Disrrmammt  Campriqn,  And today, wo had

thr twth annual aboorvanor of Di8armamont  Wok, at whioh the 8oarotary-Ga~~errl  was

pcrrr!t, Cot whiah I know wo woto all grakful.

I think it ha8 born a ~06 weok, Next wark we rhall move into thr nrxt pho8r

of our work, following tfu torninrtion af the general  dobatr, In thr lattrr part

of thr weok wo rhall b-in oonrideration  of and rotion On th& draft rorolUtion8

8ubmi t trd .

Thr toughrrt  day8 for th ir Comni ttrr are alear ly aherd.
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1 want again to thank the offioarr  of the Committoo for their aonrirtrnt input

into our work, aa ~011 as tha mrmborr  of the Srarrtariat,  there with nm at thr

Chair,  all thr Confarrnar  offiooru,  intrrgrotara, and all thr othwr whorm valuable

help ao expaditos  obr work in this Comvittes.

The  mooting roao at 5.19 p.m.


