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The meeting was called to order at 10.45 a.m.

OBSERVANCE OF DISARMAMENT WEEK

The CHA IRMAN t I welcome member a to this annual observance of Disarmament

Week. Ten years  ; go,  a t  the  f i rs t  specia l  sess ion of the General  Assembly devoted

to disarmament, the international community unanimously decided that the day of the

founding of the United Nations would begin a week devoted to fos tbL -ng the

objectives of disarmament. So,  we are  today,  for  the  tenth  t ime,  holding this

special meeting .

It ia a great pleasure and honour for me to welcome to the Committee His

Excellency Mr, Dragoslav Pe jic, Vice-Pres ident  of the  General  Assembly at  its

current  stwsion.

I  a lso  have the  d is t inct  honour  and pleasure  of welcominq the

Secretary-General, His ExcellFsncy  Mr, Javier Perez de Cusllar. The

Secretary-General has long been a courageous advocate of the strategies for peace

that can build enduring collective security throughout the wor Id. He has played a

c r i t i c a l  r o l e  in  the  a l l ev i a t i on  o f  r eg iona l  conf l ic ts ,  one  t ha t  ha s  cont r ibuted  s o

signif icant ly  to  the  new posf  t ive  a tmosphere  in in ternat ional  re la t ions .

The timely award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the United Nations peace-keeping

tcrces  ref lects  the universal  awareness  of the  recogni  t  ion  of  the crucia l  ro le  the

United Nations plays in promoting peace, security and disarmament. As the

Secretary-General himself noted just a few days ago,

“Thib is  a t ime of  pr ide  for  the United Nat ions , We have witnessed  a

vindica t ion  of the  concept  of  multilateralism,n

The world  is  t ru ly  a t  a turn ing-point  - in East-West re la t ions ,  in the

a l l ev i a t i on  o f  reg iona l  con f l i c t s , in  the  recovery  of conf idence  in  the  Uni ted

Nat ions  i t s e l f  - and our work should reflect this improved atmosphere in a positive



EMS/2 A/C, &m/w, 18
3-s

(The Chairman)

way. MO l hould 8 tr ivo with morr aonf idmao than over boforr to build tha

aonditiona for paaoo  through morr pragmatia and roalirtio l pproaohoa to dirarmanwnt.

Tho Firrt Committrr  murt rhow itr dotrrmination to rook pormibilitioa  for the

settlement of major irrurr in 8 numbrr of armam ruah aa the nerd for radioal

raduotiona  i n  nuolear weapon, aonvmtional-forar  roduotionr,  a ahomioal  woapona

oonven tion, the proteation  of the non-proliferat ion rdgimr,  l imitation of trr t ing,

vrrifioation  and oomplianar.
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Rorult-orionted  rerolutionr and drcirionn  and a bettor 1110 of thr diai:Mm@nt

maahinory cannot but improve the Potential for United Nation8 aooompliahmentr.  In

abort, WI have a rorponribility  to l peak, to a groatrr dogroe than *VII: beforar

with one voioa through oonaonaum rrsolutionr.

Thr tanth annivrrrary  of Dimarmamwk Week alro prcvidor  us with an opportune

moment for romo deeper  rof hot im on the nature of peace.

It ir not likely  that dirarmamrnt will came about braauma thrre are too many

warpow. It ir not likely  that economic and r-air1 dovolopont  will br

aaaomplirhod  boaauro thrro ir rtarvation. stronger motivationa  are required to

build the conditiona for peace.

It rrrmr to mo that the developnont  of thir motivation will come from o

greater rraogni  tion of what thr "common ground” of our planrt mranr. Thirr pant

doaado, l rpaaially, har rrvralrd the phyriaal, l oaurity, l oonomia and racial

connrotionr that inarearingly affect mcdrrn life. wo now ray that thr world ie an

“interdrpendent”  place. That is, in trot, a vary ptagmatio analyrir  of the world.

The powor  of nualoar  weapons har made  UI all vulnerrblo to l nnihilatfonr 80 -

logically - we muat cm-operate to roduao that throat. abonomia ayr terns, comnodi ty

pricom, resource drvolopmrnt  in one part of the world are now aritioally affected

by policies  in other parte of the war ld.

In ehort,  science and teohnology have made tivi&nt  the integral relationehipe

that dominate the componenta  of modern life, Thr commonality of life everywhere is

thus revoalod. The earth ir one plaoe - rubdivided, to bo mare, into different

nation@,  culture@ and idealogier,  yet inarearingly arm to be perilourly fragile  or

marvellourly productive in way8 that no one nation or rooiety  aan aontrol, The

road mrp to rurvival is now clear t politioal,  idoologiaal  or raonomic domination

of one group by another murt give way to a nm range of cultural and societal
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valuer to protwt the oommcn good of people  wRo rtand on %ommon groundno

Prrgmr tirm for cnr oo-oplc ation.

That dooa not moan that the nm path to oolloativr  rrourity will be rarily

tr aver rod. Wo all know thr obrtaalou oraatod by aonfliat:ng  rlationrl paitionno

There ir rtill too muah mirtruat. thoto ir not yet rnough rroonai1iation.  Fear8

aro sti l l  intrrminglrd with hopar, Our virion doom not yrt ruffioiontly  trrnaornd

national boundae ior. m noad to broome nmro oonvinaod that global rtrrtogira are

l ~rmtial to l aving the plUl0t.

None the laoa,  it lo undaniablo  that wo have mterrd upon that n@w path, We

ought to prt our full onwgy into doing  everything poraibla  in order to ontar the

twrnty-fir at  oantury, now only 134 montha away, with more hope, reourity and

davolopmont for all, Meting that ahrllrnga  will lift up our wcxk to giva new hope

to a wor ld in ohange.

I now have thr plorruro of aallinq on the Vien-Pre~icbnt  of the anoral

Aerenbly,  Anbarrrdor Dragorlrv Pajia, to addrrrn thr First Committee.

Mr. RJIC (Vioo-Prorident  of the Qenarrl  Aaaembly)~ Permit M firrt of

all, Sir, to oonvey to you and to the othrr moMerr of the Committee the profound

regret of the Prerident  of the Qneral Aarombly, Mr, Dante Caputo,  who ir unable,

for reauona  beyond hia control, to attend thir isportant  meeting uf thr Firrt

Committee in thr traditional abrrrvanae  of Diarrmawnr  Oloek. lb therefore arked ma

to @peak on this eolrmn oaauion. At the ama time, let me aasure  you that I feel

particularly hapm and honoured to br able to addrera  the Comnitto(,  in my capacity

au Vice-Prarident  of the Goner81 A8~mbly.

Thir ir the tenth time rinao  1979 that we have had oooarior. to observe

Dirrrmament Week. we are doing l o in a prop1 tiour al imr to, e inar it eremr that

humanity may well have rerahod a tutninglpoint  in thir moat heavily armed of all

ager. Never before ha@ the nualrrr  age witnerred  rn rgreoment to l l iminrte rn
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entire alass of weagonr  symt as. Seldom have disarmament negotiations prompted so

mrny  l xpsatations au they do today, Even more than beforo,  there is a ground swell

of public aonoern for disarmamrnt reaching aaroaa national boundaries and

grographioal  frontier a. Thr wor ld is beooming interoonneoted  in more waya than

ever before, No nation oan any longrr control its dertiny  in an internstionsl

l thos where hasards in the oosana,  outs!: space and the atmosphrra must be

forertallrd in order to sustain life on Earth.

This is not the time to be aomplrasnt,  hawever, It is the time to continue

breaking the vicious airole  of the accumulation of arms, insecurity, mutual fear

and military rivalry. It is the timr to replace the pursuit of unilakr al Becur ity

by reeking undiminished reaurity for all, It is the time for devising ways of

promoting l eQur ity that do not ume up vaiuable and irreplaceable resources. I t  i s

the time to perceive l raurity am being ohallenged  by both military and non-military

threats - a perception whioh olearly lies beyond the means of any one country or

even any group of aountrira to ovoraome. It is the time to transform the

inevitability of interdependenas  into a promise of universal oc-opnrat!.on.

As the institutional errbodiment  of ruch co-oprration,  the United Na tione

aarries  a heavy responsibility. It. is and must remain the centre-piece of

internationalism, wherein bilateralism, regionalism and multilateralism can be

complementary and mutually supportive in promoting the primary purpose of the

United Na tionsr the msintenrnar  and # trengthen ing of international peace and

semr ity. That this Organization  has the potential and capscity  to cttain that

objective is evidenced by the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the United Nations

peaoe-keeping  for urns.

There can be no long-term seour ity,  no enduring paaoe in a world where warfare

is a permanent fssture of life. The wide-ranging  nature of modern warfare has put
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entire populationa ir, jeopardy,  disruptrd food supplirs, uprooted indumtrisl

inframtructures,  impwilled  saoayrtemr and forard many to flea in search of mere

survival. The phenomenal death toll in thrse aonfliats has olafmed more than five

times as msny aivilianr a8 oombatants. Immunity from the inseourity of reaurrsnt

coniliats  and the right to livs in peaar are ninimum entitlements which must bs

held a8 saarosanat by the international  Organisation founded to save humsnity  from

ths raourge of war, The resolution of aonfliats and aonfliat mituatiol’q  must

brooms an integral purt of thr proaerr of seeking ssour ity at lawor levels of

armsmen  ta and armed forces.
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I Cannot l mpha8ise too l trongly the need for continued l ffortr to maintain thr

prermt aourso. Our main l ohiovoment so far ir the creation of a rignifioantly

inrprovrd  politiaal olimate  - ona that hold8 promiro for further pragre88~ But we

must take care9 all too easily thr aourao could k rrvorrrd  towardr rermwed

mirtrurt and acrimony. Nowevor  powerful the present frolingr of hops and optimism,

if wo are unablr  to t’I,rengthen the foundation of the rraent pragterr in dirarmamrnt

l ffortr WI may lorr the prorent rsolrrentum,  and what should have ken a turning-pint

for the bettor might turn out to br just a ternparary  relief.

First of all, wa must reaognise the oamplementarity  of the bilateral  and

multilateral dirarmsment l ffortr, The relationrhip  botwern there two procra88e8

l hould be one aharaoterised by mutual reinforarment, not by ruspiaion and rivalry.

990 murt also duly appreciate the different, but equally l ignifioant, roles of

thr deliberative disarmament bodies and thr ringle multilateral nagotiating body,

the Conforrnae  on Di8armammt.  By its vary nature, gsnrraS  and Complete

disarmament as a universal objrotivm  la attainablr  only with thr partiaipation  of

all  aountrios.

If I may b permitted to add a comment in my personal aapsaity  am the

representative  of a non-aligned country, I would lika to point out that the

Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, from its incrption  in Belgrade in 1961, has

placed dirarmament at the forefront of Its efforts , firmly believing that it ofform

the beat way of strengthening international poaae and rrcurity. We are therefore

partioularly  pleased with thr promar  that im taking place today. Yet I murt add

that, however welaome and noteworthy, this praoors cannot rroap the fact that it

is taking place in the shadow of worrisome,  won alarming, international l aonomia

problomr  . l~tOrn8tiOnal  atability is inoonaaivablo  without l aonomia progrew  and

dovelopmrnt,  partioularly  of developing Countries,
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biarrmamont  ia nrvmr  an oaay taak just waiting to br l ohirved, Even tha mat

dodiaated  rnd carefully  praparod l ttomnta mry not alwaya reaoh the derirrd goala,

aa was the ~a80 at the third l pocial rearion of the Oenerrl  Amaembly devoted  to

dimarmament. However, aa often happen8 in life, a failure may l ow the reada of

progronr . believe that that carrion narrowing of differanooa too; plN@

and thorn l morgod more l pproaoh to disarmament, whiah, although

not rrfleoted in an agreed doaument, will l ignifioantly faoilitate  tha

@olution of aome of the ourtont diarrrnamont iaauea. ia an opportunity that

international muat not fail to grarp.

The United Nation8 is an indiapenaablo  tool in thr work for diarrmmmont,  and

it8 role in that endeavour l hould be aonatantly l upported and strengthened, I t  18

no l coident that Diaarmament Week and United Nrtionr Day are oolebratod togother.

Diaarmament Week pravidea the opportunity for UI all to redodiorte  ourrrlver to the

purauit of diaarmament at progreaaively lower levala of armament and armed forctw,

which i taelf  haa, am ita objeatfvo , the rahievemrnt  of international peaoe and

l oourity.

In the world of t&-y,  aa well aa in the world of tomorrow, preatigr will not

be baaed on the force of arma, but rather - and increasingly  so - on the roadinraa

to moot the rightful expectation8 and need8 of the entire international  oommunity.

The  CHAIRMAN: It ia now my plrarure to call upon the diatinguiahed

Beoretary-Qeneral,  Mr. Jrvier Peres de Cuellar, to addroaa the Committoe.

The SECRETARY-QENEFUL:  Thank you, Mr, Chairman, for your wry kin& worda.

The obaervanoe of Ciaarmamant Week provider an ocoaaion for all Momkr Water

to take atock of the current aituaticrn regarding arma limitation and diaarrunent,

It irviter freah and aerioua rrffection on the queationa,  What are the impedinonta

to arrerrting end reverring  the arm8  race , and how cm thoae obataolra k overoomo?
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All through the 10 successive years during which Disarmament Week has been

observed it has served as a disquieting reminder of the lack of progress in this

most vital field. While disarmament negotiations at the multilateral level have

remained stalled, nuclear and other arsenals have grown apace. The relentless

advance of weapons technology has added to the quantity of armaments, vastly

augmented their destructive quality, and posed the danger of the extension of the

arms race to new areas. We have thus seen that disarmament is a field in which to

stand still is, in effect, to go backward.

This year, however, we can observe Disarment Week in a more hopeful frame of

mind. I have previously commented on the conclusion and implementation of the

Treaty between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles

and the opening of prospects for a reduction in strategic nuclear weapons. These

have been important steps forward. Ry itself, of course, the Treaty affects Only a

small proportion of total nuclear weaponry. Its signi  Ficance, however, lay in

moving the question of arms reduction from the visionary to the practical realm.

It showed that it is not impossible to breach the wall of mutual suspicion and fear

which  has stood in the way of arms limitation. It has also confirmed one of the

basic propositions of the whole disarmament effort: that security can be sought

and attained at progressively lower levels of arnv.ments.

This breakthrough in one sphere has been accompanied by tangible progress in

another. The United Nations has been successful in setting in train various

prczesses  and diplomatic activities for bringing peace to troubled regions of the

world. A climate of conciliation, an earnest search for ways and means of

resolving lcng-standing conflicts, has begun to affect the attitudes and
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perceptions of the parties involved, Entrenched poaitiona are slowly giving way to

groater  flexibility and open-mindodneaa in the pursuit of just and durablr

l olut ionr.

All this is directly germane to our whole outlook on disarmament. With the

rertoration  of a moaaure of international  confidence, public expectations Of

positive reaulta in disarmament negotiations have naturally increased. With the

achievement of undrratanding at the bilateral level, parallel gains in disarmament

8t the multilateral levrl appear much more logical than they did before.

An historic opportunity has thus presented itself to us. At% we prepared to

arise it? There is no guarantee against new art-broke or stagnation. Let ua not

forget that some promising developments in the fkld of disarmament in earlier

decades were followed by long yrara of patalyaia and stalemate. The conclusion of

the partial teat ban Treaty a quarter of a century ago and the first Sp@Ci*l

eeaaion of the General  Aaarmbly devoted to disarmament, with its historic Final

Document, are but two l xa~~lra.

Nor can we diamiaa from our minds the inconcluaiveneaa of the third special

eeerion, held earlier this year. We cannot, therefore, underrate the difficultiee

of our task, We know how complex are the issue8 involved when one strand is almost

inextricably entangled with another. But one thing is certain2 given the

recuiaite political will, the Mrdian knot can be cut,
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Wlr orn trka am a frorh rtarting point the oonvorgonoa  of virwm  or thr

narrowing of diffrrrnoom  on a numbor  of immuom that warn rrgimtored  at the third

rpaairl  memoion  or ir othorwimr  notiaaablo. With a pragmatio apgroPoh and

rurtrinod datorminrtion,  a mtrong impotum oan br given to the gradual reduotion  of

l rmmontm, both nuoloar and aonvantiofial. The ourrent momentum towardm prror

nrvdr to b maintainad and oarrird forward, kt not thr improvrmant in

intoraational  rolrtionm  whioh WI witnorm at promrnt boooma l nothrr parming phame,

Wore thrn anything l line, it ir orediblo  progromr in dimarmament whioh will makr it

oortain that wo are moving toward8  a new phare of international affalrm, promiring

a bottrr and mafrr world for all,

Tha CHAIRMAN: 1 thank you, Mr. Saorrtary-Qrnaral,  for your wordm of

inrpiration  and wimdom. WI wry nnaoh  apprroiatr your taking time from your

rohodulo  to oomm bore. WI roaogniar  that you have rrmponmibllitier  thct obligr you

to loavo tha Committoe at thir time, but boforo you go I want formally on behalf of

the Canmittoo  and on my own behalf to rxpromm our daopamt thanks  to you for your

partioipation  in thim important obmrrvanoo  of Dim~rmamrnt Work.

I nOw call on the Pormanont Repremantative  of the United Kapublic  of Tanzanim,

Ambarmador  Wilbort  Kumalija Chagula, who will mprak am Chairman of the Group of

Afrioan Statar.

Mr. CHAOUU  (United Republic  of Tanzania) I On behalf of the Afrioan

Stator, I have the honour and pleamurc to addream the Committee on thir year'm

obmrvanoa o f  Dicarmamant  Wook. It is gratifying to noto that this oooamion, among

other thingr,  prwidem urn with yet another opportunity to reflect on and underraorr

th8 role of the United Na tionm in it8 ef for te to

u8avo ruooording  genrrationm from the roourgr of war”.

Today, more than war, the international uommunity im becoming inoreamingly

aware of the potential  thrratm to the murvival of mankind. Nothing, however, pore8
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a qt8atar  threat to thr intrrnational oommunity  than thr oantinuinq arm8 taoor

wtioular ly the nualoar l rmm raom. Rooont drvrlopnontm  i n  the b i l a t e r a l

nrqotirtionr  brtwrarr tha two l uprr-Powrrr havr inrpir8d hrightonrd rxpootati~n~ of

I braakthrouph in nuolrar dimarmament and intrrnational rwurity. Thr Treaty

botwom the UniW  Stator of Amrrioa  and the Union of Swiot Sooialirt  Elwpublio8 on

the Elimination of Their Intrrmrdiatm-Rang.  and Shortor-Rang.  Mimmilrm  - INF

Treaty - thr firmt l groomont over which rook8 to l liminato an l ntirO olam8 Of

nuolrar wmaponm,  warn grratly walwmed and ohor imhod  by thm l ntirr international

oommuni ty . RIgrrttably , howrvrr, thr Trraty omorm only a l mall fraotion  of the

total iIUOh&r rrranalr  pom8o8mod  by thr two muper-Pworm. Humanity, thur,

oontinuom to 1 ivr unbar the throats inq Shadow  of a nuolrar holooaurt  *

In thir oonnrotion,  a8 wa obmrrw thr weak drdioa ted to dimarmamont,  wo l hould

not allow our vigilanor for gonoral  and oanplrto dirarmamont to rrlax. It would br

Wrong to remain under the dolumion  porae rouurity can bo l through

a rtratogio  balanor of nuolrar wraponm among thr nuolaar-weapon  Poworm. For

macsurity oan bo l nmurod not through l trongth of armm, but through rampout  for

international law and tha pr inoiplom  l nmhrinod in thr On1 tad Nationm Char tot. I f

wo did l ooapt poaoeful  ao-oximten~,  what jumtifioation would thotr be for our

purmuing a path towardm our l olf-extinotion?

While wo are all grrtifird by the renewal of hope ongendered  by the bilatmral

nrgotiationm botworn the two muprr-Poworm , wo are dirmryod  by the oontinued  oroaion

of the offmotive role of multilakrrli8m  in the dirarmammnt effort. we wore

particularly dimhrartrnrd  by the mad anding of the third mpooial  mammion of the ’

General AmIembly  davoted to dirarmamont. Although the ma8m ion warn oonvonad  at a

time when there warn growing momrntum  toward8 pea00 urd dimarmamrnt, and indeed
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aqainrt a baokqround of poritivr dWOlOpmOnt8  in intarnational  rrlationm  in

goneral, it8 rrrult wa8 an unoxpeotod antiolimax  and a orippling blew to thr rolr

of multilatoralimm in thi8 arm

Thr l luggi8h and dimappointinq  proqrrrm in the Unitrd  Nationm multilateral

dirarmamont  bodiem on thr major priority irmuom rrflrotm yet another dollborate

attrmpt by the major Power8 to oiroumvont  the role of thir world body in the area

of dirarmmment. wo nood not remind thomr Powwr  that, although the direot

rorponmibility for the elimination of thr throat of a nuolear war rrmtm with them,

all of urn arm indead involvrd. Every nation, big or rmall, ham not only the right

but alma the duty to mrko an l otivo offort to pr8vont  the ultimata diramtrr of a

nuohar  holooaurt. WI a l l  inhabi t  one plan& , and a global nuolrar holooaumt will

wipe urn all out - big and l mall nationm l likr. Thr intor national community cannot,

thoreforo,  remain a more l paotator when itm rurvival I8 oontinually plsoed  in

jeopardy, That 18 what prompted India, ~XICJU,  Qrrooo, Argentina,  Sweden and

Tanzania to enbark on their 81x-Nation  P&roe  Initiative aa a contribution to the

\*or ld’m dirarmrmen t rf for t.

Wo oonmider regional approaohea tc dimarmament to bo important elomrnta  in the

global effort for general and complete dimarmement.  In thir regard, we recognise

the emtablimhment of nuolrar-weapon-free  aonem and regional centrem for dirarmanmnt

a8 being vital in the disarmament procemm. Therefore, WI requemt the m treng thcning

of the Regional  Centre for Peaoa and Dimarmament in Afr ioa rituated in Lomd,  Togo,

In addition, wo demand par tioularly  the drnuoleariaation of Africa. The

Deolaration  on the Denuolearization of Afrioa  adopted by the Amaembly  of Headm of

State and Qovornment  of the Organ iza tion of Afrioan  Unity (OAU) in Cairo in 1964,

oonatitutee a firm oontmitmrnt to prevent the introduotion of nuclear weapons into



JP/SY A/C, l//J3/pv.  18
190 20

(Mr. Chagula, United Ropublio
of Tanman  i$

Afrioa. It 18 in thir oonnaotion  that WI arm partioularly  aonoornrd  by the

nuolrar-weapon oapability that the raoimt rigime of South Aft ioa ha8 aaquired, with

thr oollumion and oollaboration of orrtain oountrirm. The l Oqui8itiOn Of that

nuolw oapability by the Pretoria raoimt riqimr oloarly undrrminom thr objrotive

Of th0 Afrioan Doolaration and indrrd  frumtrater  thr affortr of Afrioan oountrier

for dimarnament,  poaor , l oour I ty and drvmlopnant. At a time whrn the peoplr Of

Afrioa are praoooupird  with major immurm of roonomio l urvival and daoolcmi~ationt

thmy do not wimh to 800 their problomm aompoundrd by the introduotion  of nrlolear

wraponm into Afrioa,

Onr of the objrotivam  of Dirmrmrmant Wark im to bring to the forefront thorn.

immuar whioh have oontinued  to preoooupy urn all in the quemt  for peaoa, dimarmament

and international l oour ity. A wall-informed  publio opinion  oonmtitutrn  a vital

l lemrnt in our dirarmamont l ffortr, Afrioan Statom rrmmin oommitted to the World

Dimarmamont Campaign and othar United Nationm initiativo8 aimed at eensitizing

world publio opinion to thr problem of dimarmmmrnt. In thir ragart, we conrider i t

vital to bring to the attention of thr world publio the now threat truing the

poop10 in Afrioa and other developing ooun tr h8.
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Thir im thr quortion of the dumping of nuolear and indumtrial warts@ in Our

OOUntria8. African territiorial  watrrm have boon twned  into a dumping ground for

ha8ardoum wrrto by mome tranrnationrl  oorporationm. There oorporationr  have,

rrgrottably,  orpitalised  on the roonomio diradvantaqom of oer kin Afr loan awntr irm

by onqaqing in thr illoqal  bU8inO88 of thr olandemtine dumping of h&tardoum wrmtem

without due regard to the OffOOt on human health and the l nvironmnt l riminq from

ruoh tort10 wamtem. The problrmm l rmooiated with ruoh dumping  inolude the

penetration  into human timmuem  of toxio warte ,  rither  dirrotly  through radiation or

through oartrot with oontamina tad mter iah, Thr long-trrm of frotm of ruoh

r ldirtion  8re dirquietinq,  par tiaular  ly oonri&r  inq thr faot that a larqr nu&et of

CIfriOm  oountrirr  are not teohnioally aquipped to det8ot,  mc#dtOr  and proteot

thomrelver  from harmfu 1 ion 18 ing r l dia tion,

The international community  l hould thur romolukly  oondomn  muoh  unmorupuloum

yraotioem am a orime l qainmt humanity and or11 for an immediate rnd to the illegal

tranrboundery  8higmentm of hamardour warter. That Afr ioa mhould be tarqetod for

the dimpomal of ouoh wamtem temtifiem  to a laok of rompot for the dignity of

kfrioanm and inmenritivity to their plight. Wo hopu  that, at the vary learnt, an

overwhrlming publio ou tory aqs inmt ,  and oolleotivr  oondemnation  o f ,  muoh  rolfimh

and immoral praotiorr will bo mounted by the international Oonnnunity,

The CHAIRMAN,  I now or11 ar the reprrmentrtiv~  of Kuwait, Mr. Al-Zawawi,

who will addrrsm the Committao  on behalf of the Chairmmn of the Group of Amian

Btrtrm.

Mr, AL-ZAWAWI (Kuwait) (interpretation  from Arabia) t Allow me at thr

ou trot to uonvay to you, Mr, Chairman, the apologiem of my Anbamradot  t who h88 been

unable to attend thim mooting in perron for roasonm beyond hi8 oontrol. Hm ha8

arkod IMJ to read him speeoh.
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‘It i8 a qr88t honour foe m to 8ddr888 thr Trirrt Cofnmittor  on bQh8lf  Of

the Oroup of Alian Stat08 on the aooa#ion oi! Dirar.mm@nt  Weak,  which ir rt th8

8am8 time an l nnuri oomnmoration of the 88tabli8hmmt  of tha united t!8tiOn8.

The Mrk aim8 at orrrtinq a olimrk that will fortor proqrrrr in th8

bi8rrmBmmt prooorr and l trrnqthrn world l u8renorr of the donqarr  of the l m8

taoa.

“RX the pr8t few weokr, thr modir have given oonriderablo rxporuro  to

new8 of intornrtionrl  effort8 to 8av8 throw uhrlor in Alarkr from death under

the ioe rhret. Intotort  in the whale dram8 h88 bean hoiqhtrn8d by the WWnt

involvement  of 8 Bwiet ioobrorkrr  in the l ndorvour, The uholr thing

hiqhliqhtr  the prevalent intornationrl  olimato, l 8peoially 1~ the area of

rupor=Pourr rola t ionr. suoh  ooqwrtion  10 oau8e for optimi~r  with regard to

thr ptOrprOt8 of oo~prration brtweon  the two 8uprr-Paserr and it8 poritivo

l ffootf on the rfkirr of humurity, At the 8a1m tfm, on8 OannOt  help

won&ring whether  human8 are not more  d8rervinq  of rooh ooap8ration,  at loart

in the area of joint efforts to 8ave tham from the danqor 09 n*lolaar

.xtinOtion? Arm t mOplO’ 88pir 8tiOn8  8f t.r p8a through di88rf28mntt

8oourity  md dovalopmant worthy af 8UOh a ro8ouo  operation?

“The  inter-relatiOnGhip brtween tho88 throw oompnentm of paaaa ham boon

a IU# jor oonoern of our I>rqani8ation9r  booaU88, in the oqqreqst8r thW

reproront 8 bario pCWMVJi8it8  of world mtrbility. The Arirn Stat@8 hav8 almo

attached  great importanoe to therr throw oomponontr,  a8 they l mioody the

objOOtiV88  Of the International Cmforonoe on the Relationohip Botwoon

Dimarrrument  and Development.”

The Wry fir rt re8OlUtiOn  adopted by the United Nation8 VII  on dirarnamnt:

1.8, on the peauOfu1  urn80 of rtomio l nwqy and the l litninrtion of nuolorr  WO8POn8*
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lroday, morr than over) thorn ir an urgent and inarearinq  wed to adopt l ffeotive

dirarmamont meamron. Thir noed ar iree from l conomio, environmental, politiaal and

other faatorr,  notably the very rutviva of mankind whioh ir threatened by nuolear

l xtinotion. Wo,  the mrmborr  of the intrrnational  oommunity,  have major rolor to

play in progrowing  toward dirarmamrnt t WI have to r&oat@ world publio opinion

and highton  it8 awaronorr of what ir at rtakr in the area of dirarmament. In this

rorpeot, we laud the rffortr of thrr United Nation8  and ite aqenoier  in educating

nunmrour l ootor6 of world publio opinion and involving them in the irruee of

dirarmamont and the oelobration  of Dirarmrment Week.

“The State@  on brhalf of whioh I rpeak, are effeotively  oontr ibuting to

thr tark of l duoating publio opinicn  oonoerning tholre irruer. Henno, we

rewert the United Nation8 and ita aqenoier to intensify their effort8  in thir

vi ta1 area, On the other ha;rd, WI must urge the two euprr-Powera  to oontinue

their pomitive  dialogue. WI rhould aontr ibute to their bilateral negotiationa

whioh will rtrongthon thr multilateral dirarmament  prooe,rr  on the nuclear and

non-nuolear  levels,  in te rna t iona l ly , regionally and sub-regionally,  Thilr wil l

also prevent  thr l xtonrion of the armr race into outer apace and oonsolida to

th0 ‘Sinoiple of multilateraliom  in solving disarmament  problem8 aa rhwn  in

the International Conterenoe on the Relationship between Disarmament and

lkvelopnen  t . It ir l vidont thrlt every measure that strengthen8 international

poaoe and reourity inorearem the United Nations efficacy in achieving ite

pr inoips 1 objeot iver,

“TM plaoor a rpeoial rerponeibility on the Fir et Committee which deale

with vital aream of dirarmamer,t  md international seourity. We muet take

advantage of the prarent favourable international olimate to reach agreementa

on disarmament whioh will work in favour of developmant, peace and security,
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l rpeoially naw that international dltente  ir having favourable l ffeotm On

regional confliotr, For thr United Nationr and multilateral international and

regional negotiating forunlr, thie la an opportunity to make full u8e of their

great potential and realioe the noble purporer  and prinoipler of the Charter.

“Finally, we hope that the obrervanoe of thir Week will not turn out to

be a futile exeroire but will mntr ibute effeotively to rtrengthening  peace

and reouri ty all over the world. ’

The CH& IRMAN  I I now call on the reprerentative  of the Ukrainian Soviet

8ooialiet  Republio, Ambaraador  Oudovenko, Cha irman of thu Qroup of Eastern European

8ta tee,

Mr. GUDOVENKO  (Ukrainian Soviet 8ooialiat  Republio)  (interpretation from

Rurlrian)t  The 1988 week of action for dirarmament provider an opportunity for U8

to note with aatiefaction  that thir year it har taken plaoe in a propitiour

international  r i tuation.  New polit ical  thinking, an inorearingly  dominatin9

feature in world affairr, has in recent month6 produoed imprerrive  rerultr in the

field of disarmament.

The entry in to force of the Treaty between the United Sta tea of Amer ioa and

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republica on the Elimination of Their

Internmrdiate-Rang9  and Shorter-Range Miesiler wa8 a history-making aohievenmnt.

This breakthrough confirmed that a world free of nuolear weaponr and of violence is

a realiatio  rather than a Utopian proposition,
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ph MO~W aunnrit  mooting mado rubrtantirl  hoadwry in formulating import-t

l groomentr on dirmnamnt  prublemr. There are nw real prorpaotr  for the early

aonolurion  of a Bovirt-United  Stator treaty on the SO per oent rrduotion  and on tha

limitation of rtrategio  offenrive arm8 in the oontaxt of oompliana with the

anti-balli8tiO  mi88ilo Treaty a8 rigned in 1972. Implementation of there

l groomentr would vartly crtrengthen 8eour ity in thr world and 9ivo l norllK)u8 impetus

to the dirarntmont  prooerr. Progrrrr  ha8  been  made in  the Soviet-united stat88

talk8 on the limitation and 8Ub8eqUOnt  oerration  of nuolvrr  krting.

We are pleared to noto that the world aommunity  ir nearing the formulation  Of

8 global oonvention on the oompr@honrivo  prohibition and elimination of ohemiaal

weaponr. The future oonvention would bo a major landmark in the 8UOOO88fUl

rorolution  of an extremely  diffioult dirarmamont  problem through mthodr of

multilateral diplonvoy on the bar18 of a balanoe of the interortr  of 8tate8. It8

oonolurion rhould be l xpeoted in the very near future) that ir foarible, provided

that all partioipantr  in the talkr mmifert tha politioal  will LO roaoh l groenont.

?tmP8Ot8 n# l xi8t for earing the dangerour  oonfrmtation  in Europe and roduaing

oonvontionrl  werponr on thrt oon t inent . An international oonrenrur ir taking 8haW

in the field Of verifioation, and thrro ha8 bosn 8ubrtantial  progrerr in prolaoting

oonfidenoe  and glarnort in the mill tary rphore.

The third rpeoial  rerrion of the (knotal  Asrombly  devoted to di8arnWIbWbt

oontribubd to a deeponin9 of dialogue. It demonrtrated  the world aommunity’r

Wowin intorert  i n  aohioving  furthrr praotioal rerultr  i n  the rphero  o f

di88rmmmt,  md it inoreared the breadth of underrtanding on the vart nrjority  Of

thr problem8 dirourred,
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But it would be wrong to overlook the faot that the arm8 raoe oontinW8.

Them rtill l xi8t enormous  rtookpile8 of weapon@  of ma88 do8truotion.  The proe of

dirarmrment talka 18 not aa rapid am it rhould  be, For that. rearon,  groator

impottanoe  ir l ttaohed to the tark of intonrifying  the world aommunity’r effort to

make dirarmament a rteady,  ongoing and inorearinqly ckap  prooe~~.

The United Nation8  ham an invaluable rolo to play here, Internrtionalired

dirarmrment effort8 aret objeotively, a neoorrity, rinoe rrourity through

dirarmament urn be reaohrd only through joint a&ion and olome ao-o)nration  among

all na tionr.

The United Nation8 ir oalled upon to play an irraplaoaable  role in identifying

bario ob jeativrr  loading to a nuoloar-wrapon-free  world and in oreating  an

appropriate politioal  l tmomphere oharaoterirrd by oonfidenoe  and mutual

underrturding,  glarnort,  opennerr and prediotability  in international l ffairr, Th8

United Nation8 18 grwing into a forum for finding a balanor of interortr  among

Stater, poolin their offort  and oo-ordinating  the poritionr of all group8 Of

nationr.

We are pleared to note that reoently coma progrorr har been aohieved in the

information and l duoation aotivitie8 of the United NatiOn8 in the rphore  of

dirarmamont,  inoluding  meaaure8 to moblite  world publio  opinion in rupport of

dirarmrment. The World Dirarmament  Campaign md thir Dirarmam~nt Week help

bring the urgenoy of dirarmamont problem8 and the need to prevent a ruioidal

nuolear oataatrophe  to the attention of all the nation8 of thr world.

That was oonfirmmd by the forum of non-governmental organisationa  held dur in9

the third 8peoial  serrion of the O8neral  A88ombly  devoted to dirarmrment. I n  faot,

thir amounted to a parallel rerrion  of the ‘general  arrembly  of the world publio”,

whiah demonrtrated  the growing energy of the world's puaful  forcer rnd their

oonaern for the future of human oiviliration.
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We are oonvinoed that the information and l duoation aotivitier of ?he United

Nation8 in the sphere of disarmament should be purrued and l trengthenod. A

oentral place in there global , regional and national aotivitier should be given to

objeotive,  full and faithful ooverage of bilateral and multilateral effort8 to

redme 8Lrategio offenrive weapons , to bar the arms raoe from outer l pnoe, to

aohirve a oomplete and oomprehenrive  nuolear-tort ban, to eliminate nuolear ,

chemioal  and other weapon8 of mars dortruotion, to reduce conventional weapon@  and

frccttr, to reduce military expenditures, and to re8olve  other important aeour ity

and di8armament ieSUOS*

The information and l duoation aotivitiem of United Nation8 Member Stater with

r eapect to arm6 limitation and dib,armament should contribute in every po88ible WaY

t0 a qeneral awareness of the ri8kS inherent in all arpeots of the arms raw and to

the danger a of war , partioularly nuclear war, Thor0 aotivi tier 8hquld help

convince everyone in the world that a nuclear war cannot be won and murt never be

fought, that all war, whether nuolear or czonventional,  must be prevented, and that

in war there can be no victor.

The  establishment  of a aeoure world calls for new thinking and innovative

approaohee to irsuer of war and peaoe, and requirer the total elimination of

nuclear weapon8 and renunaiation of the concept of nuclear deterrence and the

policy of the ume or threat of uee of force in international relationr.  World

public opinion rhould  be oonoentrated on the development of the di8armement

ptooeae, the need to prevent the eaoalation  of the arms racer the relation8hip

between dimarmament end development,  and the need to achieve general and complete

dimarmament  under strict and effootive  control

In the oountrier of the Eastern European Group, numerous event8 related to

Diearmament Week have conf irmrd the deep interest of the peopleta of those countrier

in achieving practical rerultr in the rphere of diearmament.
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The CHAIRMAN~  1 call next on the repreaentative  of the Dominican

Republic, Ambarrador Homer0  Luir Hernandes Banohea, who will P,jeak on behalf of the

Group of Latin American and Caribbean Statea.

Mr, HERNANDIQ SANCHEZ (Dominican Republio)  (interpretation from Spanish) I

It ie a great honour for me to be addrenaing  the Fizrt Committee a8 Chairman Of the

Latin American and Caribbean  Group on the occarion  of the obrervanoe  of Dirarmarwnt

Week, in keeping with the tradition eatabliahed by thr General Arrembly at itA

first l pecial aerrion  devoted to disarmament.

Tie problem of the arma race affeoto  every man md woman in the world. While

reeponaibility  for the arma race ir nearly univerral, it cannot be viewed aa evcrnly

distributed; More than half of the $900 billion rpont  annually far military

purposes 18 accounted for by the auper=PQwerr. The indur tr ialited coun tr lea,

including the super-Power 6 , account for more than 80 per oent. It ha.r been

estimated that since 1945 more than 150 warn have born fought around the world,

involving Borne  90 countr ice.

The amount of nuclear and conventional military capability already amaraed

defier rationality and seeme to be beyond all 10910 and good renae.
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All the industrialized  countries together share the main responsibility for

attaining a new international economic order inasmuch as they are the major

beneficiaries of the present one , and this is unfair to the developing countries,

based as it is on very unequal terms of trade and asymmetrical interdependencies

between North and South. Because of its enormous injustice it constitutes a source

of international discord and insecurity.

The developed countries must understand that development and security are two

intimately related objectives for the international community. Just as there can

be no real security based on fear , there can be no security with hunger,

destitution, disease and illiteracy. Those countries must understand that a more

just, balanced and symmetrical international economic order in international trade

and financial relations is a prerequisite for security, which would render the arms

race much less necessary throughout the world.

We are much encouraged by the signature of the protocol concerning the

exchange of instruments of ratification of the Treaty between the United States of

America and the union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their

Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles. That will, for the first time,

eliminate an entire category of nuclear weapons and thus establish new standards

for arms control.

None the less, we believe that the United Nations, a universal symbol of

multilateralism, must play a leading role in achieving world security, as its own

Charter prescribes.

Latin America is known and often cited for the Treaty of Tlatelolco and its

two additional protocols, which have made our region the first inhabited region in

the world voluntarily to renounce nuclearization, permitting only nuclear
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development f o r  peaceful  purporer. For thrt roamon,  we have always rupported the

ertahliahment  of nuolear-weapon-free  toner.

We welcome the determination repaatedly l xprernod by the lerderr of the

ruper-Powerr and the indurtrialized  aountrier to reaoh international  l grremontr

prohibiting the une and l bure of ohemiaal  and biologioal  woaponr.  Howeverr  We are

convinced that 10 long aa an agrermrnt  har not been reaohed aa regardr prohibition

and conderr3nation  of the produation  and rale of rush weapona, thir goal will be

difficult if not imporrible  to achieve,

The Latin American and Caribbean Group avail8 itrolf of the opportunity of the

ohrervance of Dirarmament  Week again to aaaem the work done by tha Unltod

Nat iona - particularly the efforts of itr Seoretary-General,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar  - for world peace.

To date, neither nuclear nor highly rophisticated  uonventional  weagonr have

managed to prevent the more than 150 warn that have broken out eincr the Second

World War,

The theory of predominance by one nation over another, the balance of terror,

doea not produce necurity, becaure fear is not security. security mean6 peacot  and

there will never be peace until we have once and for all eradicated the vertigem of

hunger, poverty, illiteracy, racism and injurtice,

The CHAMMANt I now call on the representative of Aurtrir,

Mr. Peter Hohenfellner, Chairman of the Group of Weetern European and other State8.

Mr. HOHENFELLNER (Auetr  la) t I have the honour and plrarure of addrerring

the Firrt Committee on khrlf of the Group of Worntern  European and other State@ as

we obrerve  Dirarmamer,t  Week.

Ten year6 ago the firat rpecial reerian of the General Aerrmbly  devoted to

dirarmament proclaimed the annivsraary  of the ertabliohment of the United Nations
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as the first day of the annual Disarmament Week. The observance of Disarmament

Week offers all of us the opportunity to reflect not only on the basic aspirations

of mankind, which are freedom, justice and peace, but also on other relevant

questions such as security.

When Ambassador Pugliese of Italy addressed the First Committee last year, he

felt privileged to speak at a time when encouraging signs were emerging from the

bilateral negotiations between the United States and the Soviet Union on the

reduction of nuclear arms. Twelve months later, we are pleased to note that the

improvement in East-West relations has produced significant results, creating

favourable conditions for the achievement of further progress in arms control and

disarmament issues and in strengthening peace and security.

A breakthrough was achieved in the area of reducing nuclear armaments on

1 June this year, when the United States and the Soviet Union exchanged instruments

of ratification, bringing into force the Treaty on the Elimination of Their

Intermediate-Range and S‘-,'I..~rter-Range Missiles and thus eliminating an entire

category of nuclear arms for the first time in history.

Furthermore, the United States and the Soviet Union committed themselves to

undertake a more difficult step, the conclusion and implementation of the strategic

arms reduction treaty, which would provide for a 50 per cent reduction in the

strategic offensive arms of the two sides.

The international community has also noted with satisfaction the agreement

reached between the United States and the USSR on the notification of launches of

intercontinental and submarine-launched ballistic missiles.

Another significant event of the past 12 months was the third special session

of the Gene'.al Assembly devoted to disarmament. Although it was unable to agree on

a concluding document, the session afforded a large number of Heads of State or
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Government,  am well  &a miniRtarf3 of  foreign affaira, a valuahle oppor tuni ty  t0

explain their current basic idea8 and strategies on peace and disarmament.

Fur thermore ,  the  uneful procedure  fo l lowed a t  the  specia l  sess ion,  in which many

delegations cont inued the i r  in tens ive  uearch for  areas  of convergence unt i l  the

las t  moment ,  shar ing their  thoughts  for  future  disarmament  effor ts ,  shfiuld not be

underestimated. As appropr iate, the  proposals  put  forward dur ing the  th i rd  opecial

sess ion might  be  explored fur ther , which could lead to new areas of agreement and

consensu8.

Another  secur i ty-bui ld ing af fort  is in  its f inal  s tage now in  Vienna,  where

members of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe are engaged in

in tens i f ied  negot ia t ions  to  br ing the  Vienna Fol low-Up Meet ing of  the  Hels inki

process  to  a  succeeaful  conclus ion.

Mention should he made, finall.y, of the forthcoming Paria Conference, which

will  help strenqthen the qlohal  prohibition of tha use of chemical weapons. The

convening of the Conference, which is due to take place in Paris from 7 to

11 January 1989 and which has been welcomed by the Group of Western European and

o t h e r  S t a t e s ,  s h o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  s o l e m n  c o n f i r m a t i o n  hy a l l  parties of t h e i r  fu l l

adherence  to  the  Geneva Protocol  of  1925,  and it should a lso reaff i rm the Urgent

character  of the negot ia t ions  under  way in  Geneva wi th  regard to  a  convent ian

completely banninq chemical weapons.

All  t h e  a b o v e - m e n t i o n e d  e v e n t s  hdve c r ea t ed  a  p o s i t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  cl.imate t ha t

Ahould b e  n o t  o n l y  preeerved  b u t  strenythened.

The observance of Disarmament Week, which is t.aking place in  a  par t icular ly

fsvourahle  a tmosphere ,  should - more than ever  in  the  past - present  a  useful

OpPortuni  ty for the promotion of diRarmement  goals, Tt  ehould  a lso  br ing to  mind

the important role the rlnited Nations  i s  p laying in  helping to  res tore  peace  in

many area8 of the world,
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The membrrr of the Group of Wartern Europatan and other  States  are ready to

continua constructively to contribute their share toward0 further dirarmamrnt

of forta, which should enhanca confidence, rtrengthen recurity,  and lead to larting

internat  ional  peace.

It ia with that spirit that we are taking part in the observance of

Diwwmament  Weak.

The CHAIRMAN1  This bring8  to an end thr obarrvance  of Dirarmamrnt

Week.

The meeting tom at 11.50 p ,rn,


