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In thr abrenoa  of the Chairmm,  Mr. Naahaehibi  (Jordan), Vice-Chairman, took

the Chair.--.

The meting was called to order at 11.25 a.m.

AGENDA ITN3 71, 72 AND 73

GENERAL  DEBATE, CII~ID~ATDDN  OF AND ACl’ION ON DRAFT REJOWTIONS  ON INTERNATIONAL
SECURITY ITEMS

T_he CHAIRMANt  l b d a y , the Firat Committee begins its consiaration  of the

aqenda iteme relating to  international  eecurity,  namely itemv 71 ,  72  and 73.

IQenda i t e m  7 1  i s  e n t i t l e d  “Strenqtheninq  o f  secur i ty  and  co - operat i on  dn the

Mediterranean reqicm”) in that connection the Committee has before it the report  Of

the Secretary-CMeral  (A/42/570) aubmitted in implementation of Csneral  Assembly

r eaolu tion 4 l/89. The report crvrtains replies received from Government8 of Member

States on th ie issue, and reflects the debate on the item dur inq the forty-fir et

sea8 ion.

In connection with agenda item 72, entitled ‘Review of the implementation of

the Decl.aration  on the Strengthening of International Security”, the First

Committee has h *fore it a report submitted by the Secretary-General (A/42/592),

sett ing cut the views of Member States, in accordance with General Assembly

c esolution 4 l/90. Under the same item, the Comml  ttee has before it a report of the

Secretary-General  (A/42/668) cn the implcamentation  of the Declaration on the

Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace.
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Under agenda i. tern 73, in conformity with the provisions of General Af5setily

resolution 41/92, adopted lest. year, the Committee will continue its oonaideration

st the current session of the i tem, “Comprehensive sys tern of in terna tional peace

and rlecur I ty”. Delegations may recal l  that  at  the forty- f irst  sassion,

de1 ibera tions on this i tern prompted a lively exchange of views, and I believe that

at the current session the i tem will be further clarified and defined in more

practical terms.

The question of the maintenance of inter national peace and security is of

ser ious concern  to  al l  of  US; I  am glad that  th is  year,  thanks  to  recent  posit ive

developnen ts, the Committee’s debate in this area will unfold against a more

favour able backqround. Indeed, a principal element in this context is the

in tensifed dialogue between the United States of Amer ica ant‘ the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics. The joint announcement that the leaders of those two great

Powers will meet in Washington beginning on 7 December this year and sign a treaty

on the total elimination of United States and Soviet intermediate-range and

shorter-range missiles is an important contribution to the strengthening of the

peace and security of all nations.
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The conclusion of a treaty on 50 per cent reductions in United States and

Soviet strategic offensive weapons and on non-withdrawal from the

anti-ballistic-missile Treaty for an agreed period of time was whole-heartedly

welcomed by virtually all delegations during the debate on disarmament issues.

We hope this can become a solid basis for the process of nuclear disarmament

and the beginning of a new era both for those two nucLear-weapon  States and for the

entire international community. It is my Y fncere wish that these developments in

the sphere of disarmament may encourage ou.r Committee to try harder to identify

adquate  ways and means for solving these problems affecting international peace

and secur i ty .

We are aware that the world’r; present realities warn us against euphoria and

complacency. Indeed, in spite of the positive trends in the disarmament field, the

international  pol it ical  climate  is  st i l l  fraught with many dangers.  Confl icts  and

wars 1 inger in var ious parts of the world 1 interference and intervention in the

internal affairs of States occur; policies of racism and _apartheid persist and

human rights rights continue to he violated. At the same time, the present

SonOffdC cr isis places a heavy burden on the shoulders of many peoples and nations

of the world. We can all. understand that this situatian cannot but generate

permanent tension, mistrust, instabi l i ty  and confl ict  and that ,  unless

compr  ehens ively addressed , these phenomena will pose a constant threat to

inter national peace and stabil i ty .

I hope we can all agree that security has to be achieved with the contribution

of all States, big or small,  developed or developing, regard less  o f  the i r  po l i t i ca l

and social system. In our increasingly interdependent woild,  States have no

alternative  to  rmtuaL  co-operation. Conseguan tly , jo int  act ion is  a  basic

condition for the maintenance of international peace and security.
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At U-IS same time, I believe that security requires prompt and effecyive  action

not  on ly  in  the  mi l i tary  f i e ld  b u t  i n  the po l i t i ca l ,  economic,  soc ia l  and

humani  tar ian areaa as well. We must take measures to fide cLr world from all

nuclear weapons and achieve qeneral  and complete disarmament, to eradicate hunqdr,

poverty and racial and religious discrimination, to ensure respect for human rights

and the protection of the environment, and so forth.

In  th is  raga& , the United Nations, despite its shortcomings, remains the

embodiment of mankind’s hope for a just, peaceful and prosperous world. In my

opinion, *there is an urgent need to restore fully the world’s confidence in the

United Nations as a viable mechanism for Collective action. Respect  for  tne

purposes and principles of the Charter of the United r&ti.ons is a sine qua non for

enhancing the role of the Organisation in discharging its primary responsibility of

maintaining world peace and security. It is I:IY firm convictitin  that peace and

security can finally be achieved only through the common wisdom and tne common

endeavours of the entire international community.

Mr. OTT (German Democratic Republic): It is a great honour and pr ivllege

for the delegation of the German Democratic  Republic to open the delibet,-.tirjns ‘Jn

agenda items which are among the most important at this session; those reiated  to

the btrengtheninq  of  international  secur i ty .

The course and results of the forty-second session of the &ner:al  A:sembly,

including in particular the activities of this Committee, have impressively

fl)nfirmed  that the safeguarding of peaoe and the transition to disarmament have

become the  most  dmportant concerns of  international  pol i t ics . cI )re than ever

before , re(VPition  is gaining ground that in the conditions of our nuclear and

space age peace can be maintained and security  strengthened only by political
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means, Intensified effort is required to ensure that life on Barth will be more

secure for all and that States, despite different systems of society and alliance

affiliations, will live together peacefully and get along well with one another.

As was pointed out by the Head of State of the German Democratic Republic,

Erich Honecker,  durhg his official visit to the Bderal Republic of GermMYr

*There is nothing more important today than maintaining peace, despite all

differences in world outlook, ideology and political &jectives".

This makes it imperative to find new forms and procedures for relations

between systems, States and regions in securing peace and solving other global

pr&lems, Bearing that objective in mind , the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty,

at the latest session of the Committee of Foreign Ministers, meeting in Prague,

reaffirmed their determination ti strive to establish a comprehensive  system of

internatiaral  paace  and security including the military, political, economic,

humanitarian and ecological spheres.

The aim of such a system, as stated in the official communique' of that

session, is "ensuring the security of all States on an eual footing and in all

Spheres of international relations" (A/42/708,  p. 5).

We therefore note with great satisfaction that yesterday, after 10 years of

what were sometimes difficult negotiations, the Oeneral  Assembly unanimously

adopted the Declaration on the Enhancement of the Effectiveness of the Principle of '

Pefraining from the Threat or Use of Rxce in International Relations. That

Daclaraticx  points to cancrete  ways and means by tiich States, in their bilateral

and regional relations and by making full Use of the pDtentia1 inherent in the

Charter of the United  Nations, could greatly assist in enhancing the effectiveness
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of the principle of refraining from the threat or use of force. We believe that

the implementation of that Declaration will be a very useful contr ibution to the

creation of a comprehensive system of international peace and security.

The c:oncept  of comprehensive, equal security presupposes that the maintenance

of international peace and security, espcially under present ccndi tions, means

mre than the absence of war and more than the prevention or solution of

international conflicts or disputes by peaceful means. Rather i t  requires  a

dynamic process of actively developing peaceful relations among States in various

fields and equal co-operatial  to address mankind’s global problems. TO l i m i t  a n d

reduce armaments while intensifying political, economic and humanitarian

oo*peration  in order to develop international peace and security as a

comprehensive, stable and durable system in the multilateral, regional and

bilateral framework - that  is  the dialect ical  ccntent  of  that  process . What is

envisaged is a ramifi.ed,  comprehensive system of agreed, guaranteed and verifiable

measures for ensuring international peace and security, a syetem in which problems

will be resolved exclusively by peaceful means. If  only because of  i ts

significance and global nature, that  object ive  cer ta in ly  cannot be reached

overnight.
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Nowever, the state of affairs in the world requires that we begin, with energy,

resolve and full co-n sense and realism, to l:~y the foundations of a wor Id

wi thcut nuclear weapons and without the use of force. We are therefore gratified

to note that since the socialist wuntr ies submitted their proposal a new security

think inq has been qa in ing ground in East and Wese, Nor th and South, tak inq in to

account the pressing real i t ies  of  our  t ime. Discussions about the format envisagei

in the jo int  init iat ive of  the social ist  countries  for  pol it ical  dialogue and

co-operation to ensure equ*I security are increasing-.y being held, with all

orientations and at all levels) they are gaining in substance and are showing the

s i g n s  o f  i n i t i a l  r e s u l t s .  *

The vivid Interest aroused among States timbers of the United Nations by

General Secretary Gorbachev’s ar title “Reality and Safeguards for a Secure world”

heightens our confidence that we can proceed from an exchange of views started at

the forty-first session of the General Assembly to intensive and fruitful dialogue

on lending substance to a system of comprehensive security, The existence of a

number of objective conditions and cxmmcxl  fundamental interests should enable US to

achieve general wnsensus on joint efforts ti establish a system of equal

security. In our approach we should be guided by the following ideas.

First, in the nuclear age war must no larger be a means of politics. I f  the

nuclear-armed alliances  resorted to it, it would mean the end of all policy-mak inq I

the destruction of all material and cultural values. Safeguarding peace has become

the basic premise for the responsible pursuit of policies.

Secondly, in the conditions of our nuclear and space age, peace and secur ity

can no longer be achieved by States arming against one another. I f  i t  i s  t o  l a s t ,

*The Chairman took the Chair.
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it can arly be agreed upon among States on the btsis  of political action. It i s

not the quality of weapons, but the quality of the pal icies pursued that is

decisive for security and .ytability  in the world.

Third1 y, security is indivisible and must not be sought at the expense of

others. That requires that each side must t&e into account and resnect  the

other ‘a 1 egi timate secur ity inter es ts . Each side must concede the same measure of

security to the other. That can be achieved only by joint efforts and with ever

lower levels of armaments.

And four thly, in today’s wor Id, international relations in their entirety and

the interacting mili tary, political, economic , ecological and humanitarian factors

are characterized  by growing complexity and interdependency. A new approach is

therefore  required in the carduct  of  international  relat ions.

An essential aim of a comprehensive security system is to banish once and for

all from international relations the material basis for any use or threat of the

use of  force . Acwrdingly,  questions of arms limitation and disarmament acquire a

key role. Essential progress, in this  f ie ld especial ly ,  is  a deck ive  cr i ter ion

for the functioning of a comprehensive system of international peace and security ,

The German Democratic  Republic therefore attaches the greatest importance to the

conclusion at the forthwming summit meeting of a treaty between the USSR and the

United States on the global eliminaticm of the ix intermediate-range arid

shorter-range missiles. Implementation of such a treaty would be a start towards

nuclear disarmament proper and would lend the first real substance to the Vision of

a world free of nuclear weapons.



A/C. 1,‘42/PV.  49
13

P1r . O t t ,  ~fllldn &lllOCrdtiC- - - -
Mpublic)

The German Demcratic  i:?public has therefore made a specific effort, jointly

with all others guided by common sense and rea? ism, to faci 1 i ta te a dc) lb le-zero

:olu ticn concern ing in termdia te-r ange nuclear miss iles. We are deeply convinced

that the forthwming accord will have a beneficial effect on the entire

international climate and will lead to the establishment nf stability and mltua~

cnnfidenoe. It will open the road towards further measures of disarmament, such as

a radical  reduc-: on of the strategic ot fensive arma of the Soviet union and the

United States of ?uner ica, towards strengthening the anti-ba?l istic missiLe Treaty,

towards a world-wide ban cn chemical weapons , and tctiards  the complete and general.

!+oh ibit: on of nuclear-weapon tests d The German Democratic Republic, situated as

i t  i s  on the  d iv id ing  l ine  betkeen  the  two  mosL  powerful mi l i tary  coa l i t i ons ,  has a

particular  interest  in  secin- .le armed forces and armaments  depL.c~yc?d on the

ikxopean continent reduced to a degree that would exclude ar,y capacity for attack

on either  s ide . We want to estab  Lish peace with ever fewer weapons; we want to

proceed from one zero solution to another; we want no k ind of weapons to be LS ft

out, either nuclear or conventional.

The pr msals we have submitted together wit.11 the Czechos Jovak  .Social 18 t

Rc pubLic , for a nuc?ear-weapon-free  corridor and a chemical-weapon-free zone in

Central Europe, were designed to meet that requirement. I t  sho\lld  be posnible  t o

s*:t in motion dynamic processes on behaLf of peace and security concerning  other

are33 of  international  relat ions as  wel l . We must not t’orqet that. cr:mmon  equal

P cutity for all permits no developments in the economic:, social  , hrlmani  tar ian or

ecological  f ie ld  that  couLd become a threat  to  recur ity.
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In our talks with representatives of almost all States &%etiers  of the united

Nations, the question of the role and place of the United Nations in a

comprehensive system of security has been a nrajor concern. The comprehensive

system of security proposed by socialist countries envisions an active role for

existing international mechanisms and institutions, first and foremost among them

the United Nations, The world Organization is particularly well equipped to

guarantee a harmarious  blending of national and international security interestsr

all the more so as general security presupposes unconditional respect for the

Charter of the United Nations. under the Charter, the principles and norms of

democratic international law embodied in it and recognized  by all States Members of

the Organization are to be applied without restriction to serve as a foundation for

political action and as the only reascmable basis for the behaviour of States in

their relations with one another.

We believe that the implementation of a comprehensive system of security would

lead to a distinct increase in the effectiveness of the United Nations in all its

activities. Strengthening the Organization’s peace-keeping function and its role

as a unique centre for productive political dialogue in the endeavour to resolve

mankind’s glcrbal  prcblems  would greatly benefit all nations and regions as well as

the overall structure of international security. The United Nations can and should

be a major driving force in gaining acceptance for new political thinking in

international affairs. We are firmly convinced that there are diverse

possibilities for fully employing the peace- and confidence-building potential of

the United Nations.
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In this respect., the discussion helC t10 far on the Declaration on the

Enhancement of the efectiveness  of the Principle of Meraining  from the Threat or

Use of Force in International Relations has brought out valuable ideas and

experiences and has had a positive influence on the conduct of relation8 between

States and peoples.

What is needed nbove all is fresh thinking and increased  activity tcj enhance

the contribution of the United Nations to a peaceful settlement of conflicto.

Reinforcement of the preverrtive role of the llnited Nations would be a promieing

field for co-operative efforts among States. WQ have in mind, especially,  the

.Secretary-General’s  proposal  to establ ish a United Nations-af f i l iated mult i lateral

centre to reduce the risk of nuclear war, but  aleo the  creation of  machinery  within

the United Nations framework to verify compL iance with any disarmament agreements

that have been concluded. This is a field in which the Security CounciL, and

eqecial1.y  its permanent members, have a greater part to play. Recent examples

have shown that high-level or top-level meetings of the Council members to discuss

acute problems of humanity in a constructive and responsible manner may give fresh

impetus to the search for solutions. The afEictency  and prestige of the United

Nations could also be strenqthened if resolutions adopted by Consensus were given

greater authority and made t.he  basis for the conduct of States in international

relat ions. IJnilateral declarations of commitment by States, hut aLso in a regional

s e t t i n g , might he an initial, yet significant stop towards this end.

The Gecman  tlemocratic RepuhLic is cer t.a in that, in the course of out debate  on

the current agenda item, a host of proposals and i.deas wi1.L come up that will help

to (Jive mater iaL shape  to the concept of comprehensive security.

An indi:~ipetrsahle  pre-condition to smorlthinq  the way to a wor1.d free of nuclear

weapons and to a comprehen.,rive system of international peace and security that will
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benef it  all. people6 of  the world ia the readineae of  State8 to  jo in in endeavoura

for achieving this objective in a constructive  and unbiased opirit and on a

collect ive bae is. What ia required ia the wisdom and the wealth of experience of

all State8 and qroupa of Staterr. Consistent sction  in keeping with common

r espona ib il i ty , combined with a 8ense of reality and judqement, is what can

reasonably be expected to produce results that fully accord with the need8 of our

time.

Pursuing its policy of active dialoque, common scln8e and realism, the German

DemoCratiC Republic will continue to be a dependable and predictable partner to all

those who are ;IlIxiouS  to promote the supreme human right,% the  riqht to  l i ve  in

security and in peace.

Mr. CAMARA (Guinea) (interpretation from French) I Your election au

Chairman of the First Committee is a source of joy to IIS for more than one reason.

!;peak  ill9 for the fir st time in this Committee, ‘t take qrent pleasure in extending

to you the heartiest congratulations of the deleqation  oE Guinea. We have burdened

yOl1 with this task, not only in recognition of your moral and diplomatic talents,

but alno because we have wish6.d  to pay a tribute to the qt-eat African traditions Of

yc’ur  count.ry with which my (:ountry,  &inea, has sincere relations ol friendship and

frntarnn’l co*pcrat.ion. Wr! should like to conqratulate  Mr. Akashi,

Under-Secretary-General  for Disarmament Affairs , whose competence and tievotion  are

we 1 1 -known, a8 wel l  as  the other  of f icers  of  the Conunittcbe.

If international .  pace and security are indispjnsal)le factor.9 for  the qeneral

pr!,qr c SH for mank ind , they reqlaire tolerance and the relnxat.ion  of tension, and

mutual. under standinq among  nations. Thin un iver sal Orqan  i zation has demnnstr ated

it.8 devot.inn  to thone idea1.s by adopt.inq  many resolutions relating to them and by

tak inq broad action der;iqnc?d to strr?nqthen  international relations by recommending
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a policy of non-use of Eorce in the settlement of disputes and by advocating

sector al regional. and global diearmament. Bil.ateral  and multilateral agreements

already exist in this connection. The tlni ted Nations declared 1986 the

International Year of Peace. Today, everywhsre  in the world, many initiatives have

borne fruit and have served to buttress this programme. Fven world public opinion

hae expressed its anxiety  and helplessness and has spoken out. People are aLs0

speaking out against war, means of mass destruction and intolerable viol.;rtions  of

sovereignty and territorial  inteqrity. Many meetings, conferences and s:mpos  ia

have streased that Life on earth must be spared violence, dissent and futile

antagonism, which unfortunately influence our fate. Survivors of both Wor Id Wars

have given moving accounts of their feelings and have said that thi.s traqedy  should

never afflict the wor Id aqain.

AR a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  Pac.2 p r o c e s s , the Orqanization  of African Unity, in

artic les  ‘ II  and III oE i ts  charter , adopted very precise PL !nciplr?s  raqardinq the

anti -colonial  struggle , the peacefuL set t lement  of  conf l icts  through negotiat ions,

mediation and arbitration, continental conperation  to overcome underdevelopment,

non-al iqnment as an act of faith and philosophy aimed at settL  inq relations between

Africa and 2.e antagon is t i c  b l o cs ,  ani f ina l ly , the strenqtheninq of the Ilnited

Nations, which is the ideal centre for harmonizinq relations and trends where there

are special  responsibi l i t ies , especialiy  tn the  area  o f  s e c u r i t y .

The non-al i.qned  countc ies and non-qover  nmental organisations,  such as the

World Peace Council, have given special attention to this question.

ml t to4r:ly, two years after the ceI.ehration  of the fort.ieth  annivet sary of the

United Nations, after so many efforts to establish a new order baaed on lastinq

peace and s tr enqthened recur i ty I how doen  the balance sheet read? Is mank ind

final ly  prepared to  take  control  of i ts  destiny in a courageous way,  in 13
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dispassionate manner devoid of egotism and marked by the search for solidarity and

t rue  unity?

A look at the international arena offers a glimmer of hope but it must

admitted there are also fears. In the interplay of global dynamics it cannot be

said that hope has finally triumphed over pessimism in apt te of certain encouraging

signs.

Yet an improvement in relations between the Soviet Union and the tinited States

of America made concrete by positive developments in current negotiations, proqsess

in talks on chemical weapons and the positive results of the recent International

Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development - which was held

in New York and which, for the first time, established an interrelationship between

disarmament, development and security - all these things do, to some extent, meet

the concerns of our time.

Though of 1 imitsd scope, these important events havs this year cc eated a

ropitious climate for the work of our Committee and thus strengthen our conviction

that more and more countries are realizing the necessity of interdependence in the

promotion of their interests, both  col lect ive and individual .
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Guinea continues to  provide proof  o f  i ts  good fa i th  and i ts  bel ief  in  the

ideals of peace and security and has offered its qood offices both in Africa and in

international orqanizations. We therefore welcome and support these recent

developments. They are in keepinq with historical trends and also represent

fundamental aspects of our foreiqn policy.

There are many factors which cause widespread anxiety, namely, the unbridled

arms race, great-power rivalry, the  systemat ic  violat ion of  human r ights  and

fundamental freedoms, interference in the internal affair,:  of States and armed wars

against  sovereiqn  States .

Furthermore, there are many areas of violence in the world. While peace and

aufet bless some parts of the world, they are seen elsewhere only as a fleetinq

shadow.

In southern Africa, the racist  r&qime  of  Pretoria  haa g iven proof  o f  i ts  bad

faith by stubbornly clinqinq  to  i ts  odiou.~ pol icy  of  apartheid,  repeated acts  o f

aggression and refusal to abide by resolutions of the Security Council.

In keeping with the spirit of the General Assembly’s resolution ES-R/2,

adopted at the second special session devoted to disarmament, and resolution 41/32,

adopted at last year’s session, Member states  must effectively implement effective

actiOn,  includinq comprehensive and binding sanctions under Chapter VII of tile

Charter .

Measures to bring about the total denuclcarization of South Africa are also

necessary, in keeping with the Declaration adopted in 1964  by the Organization  of

African Unity (OAU) and reaffirmed at the twenty-first summit session on

disarmament, denuclear ization, security ant development  in Aft ica, since possession

of nuclear weapons by Pretoria and its milit:ty  collaboration with certain

countries are A  very real danger to international peace and security.



JVM/7 A/C. 1/42/PU.49
22

(Mr. Camara, Guinea)

Here too, the nupportera  of apartheid, notwi thstanding in junct ions from the

internat  ionel  community , re fuse  t o  s u b m i t  the i r  n u c l e a r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  regu lar

superv is ion hy the International  Atomic Enerqy Aqency (IAEA).

Furthermore, the international community should continue to bring more

pressure to bear on South Africa in order to bring about Namibia’s immediate

independence without regard to any considerations other than those referred to in ’

Security Council resolution 435 (1978).

In an international climate fraught with threats, the principle of the

peaceful  set t lement  of  disputes , contained in the Manila Declaration wnd in the

Charter, deserves priority consideration. The just ice and nobility of such a

principle need no further proof, s ince  i t  enables u s  t o  d ispe l  o u r  f ears  and

satisfy our aspirations for peace.

Only t h e  noI’-use  o f  f o r ce  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  re la t i ons  and  t h e  u s e  o f  peace fu l

procedures can give the international community a chance to estahlish stahility and

SeCUrity in crisis-ridden areas in Africa, Asia, the Middle East and Central

America. This ohviously rcauires Member States to give their support and join in

the effort,  which should he reflected in the effective implementation of the many

resolutions of the Security Council and General Assemh1.y.

We shoul-’ welcome in this  connection the cxurageous  mediation ef forts  of  the

Secretary-General, Mr. Javier P6rez d e  Cu6llar. His  perseverance in  h is  ef forts

and the  pol it ical  wisdom of  the  par t ies  to  the  conf l ic t  will  most  certainly  lead to

a relaxation of tensions.

Effective  act ion must  he  taken to  quararltee the security  of  countries  not

poesessinq nuclear weapons against the threat posed hy those possessinq  them.

States in various parts of the world have expressed their determPAatbon  to oppose

the  introduction of  such weapons in to  the i r  ter r i tor ies ,  through the creation of
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freely  entered into .

(Mr. Camara, Guinea)

My delegation is  convinced that  the existence of  thase zones wil l  fac i l i tate

the process of disarmament and peace in the Balkans, the Indian Ocean and the

Mediterranean, al l  of  which muat become Mvene  of  peace , etabi li ty and co-operation

for the coastal and hinterland peoples.

AB regards the Mediterranean it will be recalled that many declaratio,ls  made

in this connection by non-aligned Mediterranaan  countries and by the General

Assembly recommend that further efforts should he made to reduce armaments and

tensione, thereby providing viable solutions for the problems of the region.

That is why we have good reason to hope that the Vienna talks held after the

positive results of the Stockholm Confer& nce will lead to this objective,

considering the parties’ expressed readiness to co-operate.

The Security Council, the non-aligned countries, the Ad Hoc Committee and its

Working Group muet all show the same determination and give fresh momentum to

international efforts aimed at convening the Conference on the Indian Ocean in 1968

at Colombo, in compliance with the 1971 Declaration and General A&emhly resolution

41/87 of 4 December 1986.

There can be no peace and security without development, just as it is futile,

and in fact utopian, to believe that there can be any opulence or wel&-being  in an

atmoaphere of constant crisis.

The late Prime Minister of India, Mrs. Indira Gandhi said in a stateme..:  that

progress  in  all  countries , whether developed or developing, depends entirely on

peace on earth.

The Final Document of the International Conference on the Relationship hetween

Disarmament and Development, in its operative part, expanded the concept of

security  to  non-mil i tary factors . This means that the conseauences of
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underdevelopment dangerously compromise the security of the peoples affected and

stand in the way of their future today, at the end of the second millennium.

The allocation of resources freed by disarmament to the economic and social

development of third-world countries would unouestionably  relieve their suffering

and help reduce disparities, apart from the fact that such savings would give the

industrialized  countries additional resourcca to promote their growth.

The regrettable fact is that the opposite is taking place in most of our

countries, which are obliged by sscutity considerations to divert their meagre

resources from their proper objective because of violations by certain Powers Of

the inalienable right of peoples to self-determination and to dispose of their

wealth. Thus, the present crisis in international relations has a direct effect on

the peace and security process, and no State is spared.

But the countries of the third world suffer even more severely from the

effects  of  non-mil i tary factors  which have a  bearinq  on security ,  especial ly  in

connection with their external debts and the persistence of natural disasters.

This obviously emphasizes the need to reform the economic order on a just ard

democratic basis and to achieve international economic co-operation, as recommended

by the 1974 Declaration on the establishmer.: of a new international economic order,

adopted at the sixth special session of the General Assembly.

Furthermore, just as we must promote the political, economic, social and

cultural  r ights  of  peoples , States must endeavour to ensure the full development of

the intellectual and moral faculties of individuals and the full enjoyment of

individual  r ights, without which no lastinq security is possible.

At a time when technological progress and communications far transcend

national  frontiers , no State, qreat or small, stronq or  weak,  can  iso late  i tsel f  or

ensure its own security. The prohlem of peace and security is therefore everyone’s

business. They are qlobal concepts and must be seen as part and parcel of the
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ef fort  to bring about  a  s t ructura l  balance in the  pol it ical ,  economic and social

spheres. Education,  sc ience,  culture, religion and the mass media also have a

large role to play in their realisation and in preparing societies for peace.

Indeed, since man is the shaper of his own life, he must be trained and

educated in such a way that he can use his knowledge exclusively for humanitarian

purposes and repress his negative inclinations, which have often caused tensions

and disturbances.

There are many well-known scientific and cultural figures who, throughout

the i r  l i ves , have devoted their efforts to the service of peace everywhere in the

wor Id. Names such as Albert Einstein, Pierre Joliot and Marie Curie, great

physic ists  of  their  t imes, as well as the Roussel Fourdation and other outstanding

organisations, are perfect examples of this.

TO accept general and complete disarmament under effective international

c o n t r o l on the basis of transparency and reliable data would be eloquent proof of

our devotion to peace, as is rightly stressed by the 1978 Final Document of the

tenth special session of the General Assembly.
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It is in that connection &at I should l ike solemnly to reaffirm my country's

attachment to multilateralism, symbolized  by the United Nations and its various

Organs, and in particular the Security Council, which is entrusted with the

maintenance of international peace and security.

The members of the Security Council have a special responsibility to play the

role of the Council fully and tn try to adapt that body to present-day realities,

namely, to the nature, scope and complexity of the pressing challenges confronting

mankind.

My country, the Republic of minea, desires structural changes in

hterIlatiOna1 organizations that  wou ld  hplp t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  the f o u n d a t i o n s  of

peace. However, such changes must not jeopardize what has already been

accomplished, lest stagnation or fatal paralysis ensue. Instead, we must work for

those profound changes which would give the international Organization  the moral

and spiritual vigour of its maturity.

Mr . PETROVSKY (Union of  Soviet  Social ist  Republ ics)  ( interpretat ion from

Russ ian) : The work of the General Assembly at its current session confirms the

validity of the optimism expressed by the SecretaryGeneral  of the United Nations

to the effect that a favourable wind had begun to blow in the sails of our global

vessel . This is the wind of change , above all in the pal icies and practices of

most States, which realize the need to act together as members of a sinqle

international comnunity.

This is convincingly demonstrated by the powerful support given to the

upcoming conclusion at the Soviet-United States summit meeting of a treaty

eliminating two classes of nuclear weapons, medium- and shorter- range missiles.

Prospects are now open for reaching agreement in principle on a number of

questions, primarily on a 50 per cent reduction in strategic offensive arms and on

adherence to the 1972 Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems



A/C. L/42/PV.  49
2 ;

(Mr. Petrovsky,  USSR)

and non-withdrawal from that Treaty during an agreed period of time. Agreement on

eliminating thousands of nuclear weapns,  evety one of which, ds ALbert  Einstein

warned, is capable of raz inq to the ground such nuge cities as London, New York or

Moscow, is  further  proof  o f  the possibi l i ty  and ef fect iveness  of  reciprocal

sel f -restraint  exercised by Star.es in the most  sensit ive  area - the mil i tary area.

The physical destruction of the two types of nuclear weapons is important not

on ly  in  i t se l f , as the first action of actual nuclear disarmament, but also because

it wi 11 give impetus to the movement in all areas towards shaping a

nuclear-weapon-free  and s e c u r e  world,  prospects  for  which werr opened  up at

Reyk  javik.

The idea of comprehensive sccuc ity suhmi  tted for the consider Ition of the

United Nations by a group of social.ist  countries is imbued with the desire to

#ta  in and consol idate  on a mutual basis ;.he process of positive development of

international relations. Its main purpose  i s  t o  f ind ,  j o in t ly ,  a  ba lance  o f

interests oC Stat.es and an optimal  correlation of national. interests with those of

mankind as a whole.

This is not d simple or easy matter. Comprehensive secur it (3 should he based

on common human values. EarLy in this century Vladimir Ilyich  I,enin noted their

pr ilnacy  over the c)bjectives  of  any particular  c lass . The process of :.$earching

jointly for a balance amoncj the di f fer ent, contradictory but  real  interests  of

today’s community of ‘States and nations calls for the highest reslpnsibility, for

an unbiased attitude towards the opinions of others, for accommodation to their

posit ions, for common creative effort and for an acute sense of everythinq  new.

No one has read* -made solutions. NO one holds in his hands the thread that

can help us find a way out of the Lahyr  inth of the contradictory cclntempor  ary

world. We art? in the process of search fng , and we invite others t.o jo,n us in

seeking ways of building security.
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The Soviet Union proceeds from the premise that the United Nations Charter is

a mode’ for  ensur ing the security  of  the international  awnunity  in  krepilrg with

the national  interests  of  al l  Rtates. We gee our task as one of making that ndel

effectjve and reliable in the IHW context of the nuclear and space age.

The truth,  whether we 1 ikfl it  or not, is  thaL the system of  secur i ty  provided

for in the United Nat,ions Charter and based on multilate:alism  and on the joint

search for solutions through political means has so far remained mostly a poter.tial

rather than a reality. State41  and al l iances of  States practical ly  never avai l

themselves of that potential. They choose the old way, relying on m!.litary  force.

The arms race has reached unprecedented and absurd proportions. It has not been

ha1 ted yet. Moreover, there 1,s now a real danger of its extension to Outer space l

In other words, a joint search for the security for all provided in the

Charter is hampered by egocentr  ism oriented towrards  narrow, selfish interes ta and

methods of force to ensure them. It is between those trends that the dividing 1 ine

in world politics now passes. lbday i t  is  no longer  possible  to  act  as  one did in

the past.

The 1980s have clearly brouqht to the surface certain features of world

development that have been built up and have taken shape over the entire post-war

period. First , the specific features of the nucle:;rr  and space age have given rise

to  the threat  o f  ttre  sel f -destruct ion of  civilization. Further, the incr eas inq

interdependence of the world’s countries  and nationa has been accelerated by

today ’s  sc ienti f ic  and technoloqical  revoLution. Finally, there has been an

aggravation  o f  the  qlr~al  probLems  that  challenqe the  very  b i o l og i ca l  ab i l i ty  o f

human beinqs to adapt to t.h~ danqers, tempos and stresses of contemporary life.

Ailr el io Pecc:~! i , head ot the! Club of IWme, wrote that our planet is not 80

large and qenecoun  a~ t o  %\tinfy  t h e  rbxpect,ation  o f  all yroupa  o f  t h e  WOrLd’s

pop.lLGtion without c!xcc!ption. tf each of them tr ies b? qr ab as much as it can,
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that will ultimately spell catastrophe for the entire system that provides for

human l i f e  o n  e a r t h . As a result, no one will get anything he wants or really

This  means  t h a t  the  need  f o r  muLtilateral  solutions  tx> probLema  o f

international  peace and secur i ty  is  actually  increasinq. It is important to ensure

greater  ef fect iveness  on the part  o f  the United Nations In all i ts  act ivit ies .  I f

the United Nations is to become a real centre of co-ordinated actions for

maintaining international peace and security , all States mu?t act on the baa is of

non-confrantational approaches oriented towards a search for real istic and

qenerally  acceptable  solutions tr, international  problema  and towards ful l  ust of

the potential for co-operation contained in the Charter.
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Mr. Mangwende, Minietsr  f o r  Fore ign  Af fa i r s  o f  Zirhabwe, expreared  th i s  idea

in his statement at the Unit&d Nations General Aeeembly,  whan he said;

“This Organ ization can never by ‘our’ uni ted  Nationa aa opposed t o

‘theirs’, nor can it be ‘theirs’  as opposed to ‘ours’.  .  .  .  Only as the United

Natione,  meeting everybody’s views in part and forcing compromise from all,

will  i t  8erve anyone at  all.n (A/42/PV.  20, p. 56)

All of this brings out new aepecte of the idea of multilateraliem and calls

for a new approach to and reconsideration  of objectives, as well aa for an

overcomlng of existing ideological patterns and stereotypes.

Our approaches ti the ini:ensification  of the multilateral process and to the

internaticnalization  of  e f forts  to  bui ld  security  are  epitomized  in

MikhaiL  Gorbachev ’s  art ic le , “The Reality and marantees  of a Secure War Id, ” which,

in fact, cmta ins a de ta iled and compr ehens ivo ini t ial project for a pose ible new

Way Of orqanizinq 1 ife in OUL common planetary home, in accordance  with United

Nations ideals and on the baa is of its Charter , namely, an orqanization  in which

the security of all would be a guarantee of security for each and every peraan.

One can of ten hear it asketl  : Why are the new concepts necessary, if what is

involved here is the implementation of the United Nations Charter, which was

formulated over 40 years ago’? First and foremost, the very concept of the Charter

if% a new clement Ln public thinking and practice, a revolutionary break with the

logic of domino  tion by force that has prevailed for centur ien. Moreover, the

introduction  and implementation of that concept is a new under taki \q in hietor ical

terms.

There is aLso a new need to find a way to apply the philosophy  of secur ity ,

which originates in the Charter, to the rapidly chanqinq realities of the dynamic

era in which we live. Let us take the atim and outer space, which have become a

reality since the siqn inq of the Charter. 1st us take the development of



w/g h/C. 1 / 42/PV. 4cl
.I2

(blr..-..  _ ,vLY.!L!!v:maUSSR)we-

technoloqy,  inconceivable at the end of the Second World War, which not only brinq:d

the benef i ts  o f  civilization  to  people  but  which ia also  fraught with growing

threata  because of  ita mil i tary  applicat ion or  owing to  a mer@ L zident. tk?t  Ud

take the rapidly escalating interpenetration and global character of economic,

information and other Links. In such a world i t  is no lonqer possiblu to  Live  Iby

the l o g i c  o f  confronLltion. A great deal must be! changed in the ways of thinkinq

and in the sonduct of States 80 that in present-day con(lltions a syetem  of

international peace and security can beqin to work LII accordance with United

Na tione ideals. The system ought to embrace all aspect!1 OE rel.ations  among  :;tates,

and it preaupposen the active participation of all count.riec. Thtln  , i t  should be

compr eh ena ive , both verticaLly  and hot i.znntalLy, in its functional, and it8

structural dimensions.

Indeed , the United Nations Charter was not calculatcad at. all to take account

of the existence of nuclear weapons. Since comprehensive aecuri ty is needed to

reetore the Charter and since It 1s the purpose tor which itsi provisions were

cc ea tad, this 2resuppmes  the eventual elimination of n\.‘L type:3  of weapons of rndsCJ

destruction.

We propose tho elaboration of such a system by drawirrq  up,n the collective

wisdom of nank in?. In other words, we prr pose a new rnotie  0E action Ear Stat.es  01,

in the words of H.D. I;enscher, Vice-C!hancell,or  o f  tire F’r,tk?ral  R e p u b l i c  OF Giermany,

“a s tr,ategy  of peace”. It  wil l  be neceascrry  to  devslop a “ref lex  of

multil.ater  a; isln”, based on the unconditional recognition of the pr imncy  of

interna tfonal law, which  must enter into play primar ily qrt:  the 1 evel of the supreme

politit-!al  leadership of States.

It is essenti.al that qenetal  -y acceptahlc conceptual ,appr  oaches he wor ked out

t o  t h e  c?mpLex issues o f  irlternatl0nal  re la t i ons . Gu IdV(l by ~;uch  appro,rches,

@VernmentS  would search for r?sp’n4r+: tr, al: i!s inq problems and cc iseq, not in the
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scenarios  of  power confrontation and conf l ict  escala t ion  but  ra ther  in  the  united

Nat ions Char ter .

This is a matter of mutual enrichment and interpenetration of the principles

that govern the decision-making process. In other words, discussion of the idea of

compr ehens ive inter national aecur i ty must ,  as we see it,  help the international

community find fulcrums amidst the weightlessness of contradictions and establish

reference points for advancing in all areas of inter national develomen t. l%r, n o

nvrtter  what problem we consider, we inevitably encounter the same dif ficultiea,

namely, lack of mutual under standing and opposing views,

By working out a comprehensive approach to international security we can shed

1 ight on the methodology of communication and co-operation in the international

arena and come closer to understanding the common values and objectives that unite

115 .

A substantive and purposeful discussion of the idea of comprehensive

international security could take place within a group of experts that would

prepare a deta il ad report on the subject for the Caner al Assembly at i ta

f o r ty - f i f th  sess i on . The group of experts would conduct an unbiased, analysis of

the c?ntire gamut of view!3 and pc?t zeptions  cancer ninq means of ensuring universal

SecUKity  in  alL spheres  o f  international  re la t i ons , wi th a view to br ing ing the

Wnccptual.  qrproaches closer toqe ther and expanding the areas of agreement:, as

welL  as  to  findinq  practiccrl ways .

The iha of compreherr..  ive security did not spr ing from nothing. It  derives

from what has already been achieved in the area of the peaceful. coexistence of

States. There is a need carefully to gather together the smallest grains of

insight and the whole of civilization’s wisdom, based on universa!ly  recognized

human values and on the human being’s eternal Aes ire for peace. Many thecc ies have
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been subjected  to drastic devaluation during the course of history, but the idea of

a better and safe wor Id has always retained and increased its value.

Throughout the post-war decades a vast treaty and legal basis has been created

that has contained  the arms race in some areas. This is a system of neyotiationa

dealing with reductions in nuclear arms, the elimination of chemical weapons, the

1imitation  and reduction of the levels of armed forces and conventional armaments,

and the consolidation of confidence-building measures in the military sphere.

Statutory acts with regard to human rights have been codified. Regional  secur i ty

and a-operation  mechanisms have emerged in Europe, Asia, Africa and America. The

authoritative Movement of Non-Aligned Countr iea is active in the international

arena. Bilateral , nutually  beneficial ties have been developed among many States

with dift’erent  social systems.

The Declaration on the Strengthening of Internatior,al  Security adopted in 1970

opportunely laid down the bases for concrete actions to solve acute problems and

improve international relations. AL though not all the prwisiona of the

Declaration have yet been translated into deed, that document has enriched the

world community with the exper ien- of dealing with the problems of ensur inq

international security with due regard for the needs of the present day.
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The task the United Nations has to set itself is to continue civilization’s

ascent towards comprehending the problem of security and to r:reace a synthetic,

comprehensive concept thereof. Our perception or a conceptual solution to that

task,  which is already taking shape today as a result of ongoing discussions, is as

fo l lows.

First, in today’s interdependent world the weaker security of a member of the

international community has an inevitably adverse effect on international security

as a whole. The world is a single whole, which is why it is the highest wisdom not

to care only for oneself, and even less to do so to the detriment of others. In

international relations as a whole, security must be comprehensive and can be built

only on an equal basis for all. I t  i s  t h e  tirsk o f  a l l  S t a t e s ,  l a r g e  a n d  Small,

developed and developing, regardless of their social and political systems and

ideologies , to build such security. This presupposes the broad demxratization  of

international  relat ions. Democratization  means taking account of the views of each

and every one and teas inq to view the wor Id through the pr ism u f relations between

two coun tr ies - or per haps three or four - no matter how powerful they might be.

As Foreign Minister de Abreu Sodre of Brazil noted in his statement at the current

session of the General Assembly,

“No nation or group of nations has the r ight to impose its own

conceptions and solutions on the increasingly complex picture of international

re la t i ons . No one nation should seek to isolate itself or fail to take into

consideration the universal aspirations of the community of nations.”

(A/42/PV.  4, p. 6)

Secondly, in the age of supersonic speed and super-Pcrwer, it is imperative to

abandon the dangerous misconceptions that the arms race and the improvement of

military technologies can provide national and inter national secur ity . The problem

of  security  is  actual ly  not  a  technological  problem; i t  is  a  pol i t ical  problem, and
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Lt is necessary to begin a search for reliable and guaranteed ways of ensuring it,

not by means of armaments, but by political means - by what Ambassador Woolcott,

the head of the Australian delegation, in his statement at the forty-second session

of the General Assembly, described as

“balanced and verifiable arms reduction and Zisarmament  measures”.

(A/42/PV.  31, pp. 14-15)

To that end, what is required is the political will of States, a new degree of

trust and a new level of flexibility characteri.zed  by an active search for

compromise solutions to today’s acute international problems.

Thirdly, given the growing interrelationship between various areas of

contemporary  in ter  nat ional .  re la t ions, the problem of ensuring war Id security

presuppoees  a mu1 tidimensional and comprohens ive approach, ati well as the

elimination of the deep1 y rooted causes of mistrust and suspicion in the wor Id.

m&Y, the problem of universal security cannot be confined to the military and

pol it ical  spheres  alone. Economic, environmental and humanitarian aspects,

including human rights, must be included within its framework. .4e Foreign Minister

Taleb Ibrahimi of Algeria rightly pointed out in his statement at the current

session of the General Assembly,

“the problems connected with world security are indivisible and therefore

require a comprehensive, integrated approach. W (A/42/PV.28,  p. 2 1 )

The task is to achieve real progress in all areas without any linkages, bearing in

mind that headway in are area W i l l  facilitate the finding of solutions to problems

in other areas and will strengthen broad international confidence.

That is the conceptual content of our proposal on comprehensive security. We

believe that the concept of comprehensive security, 1 ike any other mode of thought,

should be embodied in the purpose-oriented political conduct of States, in acts of

reasonable will and in practical deeds. ft. must help transLate the cwwnon
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awareness of the substantial global realities and universal values of mankind into

a language of concrete policies of States in concrete areas and ensure broad

application of muLtilatcrali5m  in the security sphere. That is why, in his ar title

of 17 September, the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Comunist

Party of the Soviet ‘Jnion, Mihhail Gorbachev, set  forth both  the  polit ical  and

philoeophi<?l  views of the Soviet Union on the problems of building comprehensive

security and a -oncrete programme of practical measures aimed at establishing a

qualitative new political climate of trust and co-operation in the world.

For example, let us take nuclear deterrence: I S  i t  r ea l l y  no t  poss ib l e  t o

find a betttr substitute for it in the contemporary world? The answer is, Yes, it

is possible , if we ale guided by new political thinking and if we act on the basis

o f  multilateralism. According to the Political Declaration issued oy the Eighth

Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries at Harare,

“the idea that war Id peace can be maintained through iluclear deterrence, a

doctrine that lies at the root of the continuing escalation in the quantity

and quality of nuclear weapons and which has, in fact, led to greater

insecurity and instabi l i ty  in international  relations than ever  before ,  iS the

moot dangerous myth in existence.” (A/41,/697, p. 24)

Real security today is guaranteed by the lowest, not the highest, possible

level of armed force5, from whir!h nuclear dnd other weapon5 of mass  destruction

would be fully excluded. In the final analysis, a system of comprehensive security

is intended to create conditions for a transition to the maintenance of peace and

security by an international  institution, while State5 retain their military

arsenals at a level sufficient only for their defence needs, without any offensive

capab i l i t i e s . Comprehensive security also presupposes the elimination of the

sources of tension and conflicts in the WOK Id. It stands to reason that there is

and can be no single recipe for settlement, b u t  t h e r e  are  g e n e r a l l y  recognized
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norms and principles of inter-State relations that can and must form the basis of

pol i t ical  sett lements  to  regional  conflicts.

The current session of the General Assembly has just adopted an important

political document, which will help the international comnunity  to advance towards

a world without wars and violence. It is the Declaration on the Enhancement of the

Effectiveness of the Principle of Refraining from the Threat or Use of Force in

In terna tional  Relations. It  is  the product  of  the jo int  ef forts  of  the world

commun  i ty . That document reflects the desire of States to put an end to violence

in all spheres of contemporary international relations.



FMB/ll A/C. 1/42/PV.  49
41

(Mr. Petr ov sky, USSR)

It is particularly important that the nuclear Powers and the States metiers of

military and political alliances to which those Powers are parties should adhere in

practice to the principle of refraining from the threat or use of force, above all

armed force, in international relations. We favour consultations with the

permanent members of the Security Council for the purpose of working out a code of

peaceful  relat ions and cullduct  in international  af fairs ,  both of  a universal

character and as applied to each individual regional conflict. The main goal  iS to

preclude the possibility of interference by force and the involvement of major

Powers in a confrontation. In other words, the idea of such a code was first

formulated in one of the most important documents, the Final Document of the first

speciaL  session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, which was adopted

by consensus.

The establishment of a conprehensive  system of international peace and

security is not limited to the elimination of the currently existing sources of

tension in the world. As we move forward towards a non-violent world, it is

essential to ensure reliable prevention of crises and the peaceful settlement Of

disputes , which requires making use of the entire range of measures for averting

conflicts and of preventive diplomacy, first and foremost within the framework of

the United Nations.

It is also time to resolve the question of wider use of the instit.ution  of

United Nations military observers and United Nations peace-keeping forces.

There is an increasingly obvious need to ensure the economic secur ity of

States, to reduce disproportions in the levels of their economic development, and

to eliminate economic injustice, which is a cause of tensions in the wor Id.

The unrestrained arms race has an extremely unfavourable effect on the world

economic  si tuat ion. Its cessation would put an end to the militar ization of

scientific and technological progress and make it possible  to release a major Part
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of mankind’s economic potential for the purposes of peaceful construction. We see

disarmament for development as one of the supporting structures in the edifice of

universal security and we are ready actively to co-operate with all in the speedy

implementation of recommendations of the International Conference on the

Relationship between Disarmament and Development.

There are also other global issues whose solution is on the agenda of

comprehensive security. Here priority must be given to the preservation of the

environment and the natural conditions of life on Earth. It is only through joint

efforts that we can remove the global danger of an environmental heart attack.

Comprehensive security, oriented towards the universal values of mankind, also

presupposes creating decent material and spiritual conditions of life for all

Peoples, making our planet habitable and ensuring an economic attitude to its

resources, abwe all to the main resource which is man himself=

An eminent Soviet scientist, Academician v. vernadsky, regarded the emergence

of life and intelligence as the paramount law of the creation of the world and was

the first to suggest the concept of noosphere, that is the unity between man and

the world that surrounds him and his special place in it. That is why it iS SO

important to safeguard man’s principal right, that is to say, the right to life,

and to secure universal observance of, and respect for, fundamental human rights

and freedoms and human dignity. A world cannot be considered safe if human rights

are trampled upan. It is necessary to focus specifically on strengthening the

existing system of obligations of States in the area of human rights and

humanitarian co-operation, in particular through the accession of all States to the

fundamental inter national instruments in this field. All States should bring their

national legislation and administrative regulations in the humanitarian area into
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conformity with international obligations and norms. ft is essential to work out a

CofMIon  approach to the entire range of human rights and fundamental freedoms -

poli tical, civil, social, economic and cultural - on the basis of the generally

recognized international instruments in this field.

Agreed international measures to eliminate genocide, racial discrimination and

apartheid would contribute to removing acute social. evils which tend to erode

security in the world. A key area in the molding of comprehensive Security  is

humanitarian interaction and the furthering of co-operation among nations.

The Soviet Union regards the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for

Life in Peace, adopted by the United Nations on the initiative of the Polish

People’s Republic, as an important instrument which helps to shape spiritual and

moral guarantees of a safe world and to introduce confi&nce  into the practice of

international relations.

The establishment of a developed infrastructure of confidence and openness in

relations among States is the core of comprehensive security. At present, it is

abjectively  imperative to move over from confidence-building measures in individual

areas to a broad policy of confidence permeating all the spheres of contemporary

international relations. That is our profound conviction.

An important condition for ensur inq confidence is openness and denocratization

inside and outside the political life of States and the machinery for the

elaboration and adoption of major decisions, especially in the military and

political Spheres.

Guided by the ideas of democratic control over compliance  with international

agreements, we are in favour of greatly enhancing the role of the public, including

the formation, under legislative bodies e of control commissions compr  ising

parliamenta,cians and public representatives, which would publicly monitor the

observance of the obligations arising from international agreements.
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Aa ia etreeeed  in the communique of the Prague meeting of the Committoe Of

Foraign  Minister e of the War saw Treaty member States, the eys tern of univer eal

security  is to function on the basis of the United Nationa  Charter a,‘Ld within the

United Nation8 framework. The socialiet  countr ice favour enhancing the role of the

General Af#rembly,  the Security Council and the Secretary-General of thd united

Nations. It iS neceelrary  that all States provide maximum support in tnie regard

and help to raioe the effectiveness of the United Nations and ite institutiona and

to augment their contribution to the resolution of international issues.

We are convinced that there ia an urgent need for a United Nationa decision

that would orient the States and the pub1 ic towards a broad democratic discussion,

on a non-confrontational and constructive basis, of the concept of comprehensive

ISeCUrity  correrponding to  the real i t ies  o f  the  nuclear  and apace age.

Aa a t  the  f o r ty - f i r s t  aession  o f  the  {General Assetily, the  sponsors  oE the

draft resolution that will be aubmitted soOn will be acting in the spirit of

cO+peration  w! th all delegations. We are open to any constructive proposals which

would help work out and lead to a consensus decision at our present aeeslon.

The initiative of the socialist countries on the question of a comprehensive

eyetem Of international peace and security containe  mnf :dereble  creative

potential . As was stressed by the Soviet Minister for Foreign Affairs8

Mr. Eduard A. Shevardnadze, in his statement at the current session, we regard a

comprehensive system of international security aa a kind of interim programme for:

reaoserting  the role  of  the rI!lited Nations and its Charter afi the primary

instcumenta  f o r  p e a c e . In other wordn, we invite a joint search for roads whl*’ ”

auld lead mankind through the minefield of today into the twenty-first cetltury,

into a nuclear-weapon-free and non-violent world.
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M r .  BIRRPI~ (Denmark)r On behalf of the 12 mom&r St.-tee  of the

European Community , I wish to address item6 71, 72 and 73 on our agenda, concerning

internat ianal Becur i ty.

More than four dwade6  clgo, the Charter of the rlnited NltiOna laid the

groundwork for peace amonq nations. Built o n  t h e  r u i n 6  t h a t  were  t h e  t rag i c  reoult

of a devastating world war, the United Nations was establlehed  in order to secure

peace .lnd security for future generations.

Although refrainin;  from the  threat  or  UIO of  force in international  relation6

wa6 obviously a primary objective for euch an endeavour, the prereauisite  and, in

the last  resort,  the key  to  peace and eecurity ia co-operat ion  and t ruat . The

acknowledgement and the eubscauent  realization  of thie fundamental premise, a6

embodied in the Charter, may he the moat far-reachinq coneeauence of the visionary

work done hy ita oriqinal  (Irafters.

However, the drafter6 also underetood  that vieion had to he tempered with

realism. Throuqhcrut  the  h is tory  of  mankind there  haa never  been a shor tage  of

hiqh-flow4 ideas and recipes on how the world shoulfi  be. But the gap between

aepiration  and reality has often eealed  the fata of many good intentiona. With

thi6 in mind, the drafters concentrated  their efforta  on providing the haeic

elements of a 6afe, secure and clvilized  world, a6 reflected in Chapter I of the

Clharter, on the purposes and principles of the United Nations.

Arms control and diaarmament have a very Important role in the achievement Of

the qoals  of the Charter. The prospects  for  the  international  security si tuat ion a

few week6 before the United Statee-Soviet summit at washinqton  xeem  very

encouraging.

The United States and the Soviet Union are at present enqaqed  in an intenae

dialque coverinq  m a j o r  iscruea t h a t  a f f e c t  a l l  p e o p l e ,  n o t a b l y  includinq

disarmament,  human r iqhts and reqinnal conf 1ictR. The Twelve warmly welcome thi8
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development. We hope that the summit  meeting between President Reagan and General

Secretary Gorbachev will lead to conWructive  progress and concrete resulta both in

the field of arma control and disarmament and in other critical dreaa in their

overall relat ionnhip. In our view, it ia important t3 maintain a broad scope for

:hr, dialogue, rince we know from experience that tangible and durable progress in

one area is  di f f icult  to  achieve i f  the  situation in other area8  is  not  developing

in a satiefactory  way. O n  the o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  ia a l s o  o b v i o u s  t h a t  pos i t i ve  reaulta

in one area strengthen  mutual confidence and thus enhance poeeihilitioa  of prcqreeo

i n  o t h e r  areaa.

The United Nations msy not alwaye have lived up to the hopes of its founders.

Nevertheleae, the Chatter sets the standard8 and qoals for which we must all strive

and the principles that all Member States have pledged they will otrictly  obaorve.

Its provision6 remain the best basis for maintaining international peace and

security,  provided that  Member  States  l ive up to  the i r  obl igation6 under the

Charter.

One of the basic ingredient6 of the Charter, and among the most essential of

them 411, ie respect for human right6 and fundamental freedoms. Respect for hUIIIan

r ights  ia a n  essent ia l  f a c to r  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e a c e . There ia no doubt that the

record in  this regard has often fal len seriously  short  of  expecta t ions . However,

the fault  l ie6 not  in any inadecuacy of  the  Charter  of  the  r)nited Nations,  hut

rather in the  unwillingneee of  many States  to  see to  i t  that  deeds fo l low word6.

The Charter imposes on all Memher States clear 3nd uneauivocal  obligations which

they should and must live up to. The discrepancy between what some say they do and

what they actually do may, i n  e f f e c t ,  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  grea tes t  ohatac l e  t o  t h e

ful f i lment of  the  purpoees  and principle6 of  the  Char ter .  When such discrepancies
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exist, it is dl!PEicult  to lend credslocl  to benevolent,  statements, however

well-intent ianed they may sound. The  el imination of  al l  v iolation6 oE the

fundamental rights estahliahed  in the Charter and the international instruments

that flow from it is essential for the enhancement of international peace nd

s e c u r i t y .

Ensuring the effective implementation of the fundamental obligations of the

Chartar  should thsrefore be our  essential  object ive ,  rather  than referring to

comprer~eneive systems, as a group of Member  States proposed by introducing agenda

item 73, The Twelve are ready to collaborate on ways and means of inplementinq  the

security system provided for in the Charter. The Twelve see no need for any other

comprehensive system. We are of the opinion that the Charter of the United Nations

is sufficient. for this purpose and that a reformulation or redefinition, directly

or by implication, must be avoided.

One of the fundamental principles of the Charter is the ohliqation  of all

Member States  to  refrain,  i n  their  international  relat ions,  from the  threat  or  use

ot force  aqainst  the territorial  integrity  or  pol i t ical  independence of  any State,

or in any other manner inconsistent with the purpooes  of the United Nations. The

persistence of regional conflict6 and foreign interventions and the horrifying

phenomenon of terrorism also threaten the fabric of international security and must

be tackled co11.ectiveI.y  and implacably.

In our search for a strenqtheninq of international peace and security, we

should not overlook the fact that regional approaches can open up promising

avenues. The process of the Conference on security and Co-operation irr Europe

(MCI?)  is an example, and we think a very positive one, of what can be achieved

throuqh mult i lateral  co-operation with in  a regional  context . CSCE has played a

major role in promotinq respect for human riqhts  and furtherinq  confidence and
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eecur i ty in Europe. The Helrinki, Madrid and Stockholm Conferences have produced

rubstantive  and concrete documenta. Hcwever  , compliance with the freely accepted

commitmenta, in particulars  in the field of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

haa largely remained unsatisfactory. The Twelve therefore attach great weight to

achieving real progreee  at the ongoing meeting at Vienna. By progress  we maan not

only improvement of unaatistactory  or uneven implementation of already exietinq

provirione but aleo new and eubetantially improved meaeuree  within all main areaE

of the CSCE process,  in particular its human dimenaion. The Twelve remain

committed to working eteadfsstly  for this goal. We aleo regard the CSCE process a8

porit ively influencing the  global  securi ty situation , and thus a6 a contribution to

the maintenance of international peace and security.
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The Twelve support and encourage efforts in other parts of the world which can

contribute to a leeaeninq  of teneiLns and promote multilateral co-operation in a

regional context.

The Security Council has the primary rerponribility  for the maintenance of

international peace and security. We are encouraged by the unanimity which was

achieved in the Council recently with the adoption of reaolution 598 (1987). An

effective Security Council is eeaential for the operation of the security system

created by the Hrrited  Nations. We attach great importance to enhancing an1

strengthening the authority and role of the Security Council and to the necessity

of  imple~mentinq  the  decis ions adopted by that  orqan, as provided by the  Char ter .

We support the Council and the Secretary-General in their of forts to that end. It

remains essential  to enable the Council  to deal with potential conflicts before

they  break out  into  open host i l i t ies .

We ehould not. overlook other, less ViBible ways in which the United Nations

can be used effectively in promoting international peace and security, in

particular the Secretary-General’s own brand of uujet diplomacy. His patient,

sustained and discreet efforts constitute an important element in the process of

trying to  resolve disputes  peaceful ly . The  Twelb’e  would l ike  to  pay t r ibute  to  the

Secretary-General and his Rtaff for their endeavours, which have often borne fruit.

The Orqanization itself is an indispensable forum in which countries,  no

matter how larqe or small, can come together  on an ecual foot ing to  exchancre views,

hrinq their problems and seek to settle disputes peacefully in accordance with the

Charter. Moreover, the technical and regional bodies and the epecialized  aqencies

established under United Nations auspices provide a network throuqh  which the

purpose6 and principles of the Charter can be realized in the humanitarian, social,

economic and developmental spheres, w h i c h  a r e  i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  auewtion o f

s e c u r i t y .
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flnlted Nations peace-keeping operationa have greatly assisted in the

maintenance of international peace and security. The Twelve are strong supporters

of those operations, and member State8  of the European Community have in fact taken

part in all but one of the 13 operations that have been mounted over the yeara,

There can be no doubt that peace-keeping hae proved an effective instrument in

brinqinq s tab i l i ty  t o  c on f l i c t  areas and  iq maintaininq t h e  de l i ca te  ba lance  o f

international peace. The Twelve wish to exprean their appreciation and raepect for

all those who have taken part, and in some cases qiven their lives, in United

Nations peace-kcaping operations. We welcome the increased international interest

in this important instrument, which, it la to he hoped, may find wider application.

The Twelve are alro intereeted  in further strenqtheninq the waya  and means Of

judicial settlement of international disputes in accordance with the Charter. The

Twelve belonq  to the category of States which, in many different contexts of

international co-operation, have accepted binding third-party dispute-eettlement

procedures, at both the European and the global level.

The riqhts tind privileges of membership in the rlnited Nations go hand in hand

with ohliqationa to uphold the purposes and prirlciples  of the Charter. Those

OhliqationR  are freely entered into and should not be taken liqhtly. For t h e i r

part, the Twelve remain prepared to strenqthen international peace and security

effectively within the framework of the Charter. We are thus ready to consider any

proposals to this end in the appropriate United Nations forums,

Mr. NOWORYTA  (Poland) : The Declaration on the Preparation of Societies

for Life in Peace, adopted nine yeara aqo hy the General  Assenlhly, reflected the

tendency, dominant at the time, t o  deve lop  co - opera t i on  a n d  detente.  I t

constituted a confirmation of the political will of States and Governments to seek

to reduce tensions and to strenqttren  international security.
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The 1981 and 1984 reviews of the implementation of that Declaration,

notwithstanding the chanqes obtaining in the international situation, confirmed the

important  ro le  of  the  Declaration in alert ing public  opinion in  all  countries and

in  mobilizing  consciences, both individually  and col lect ively,  in the cause of

peace.

The present review also indicates that the tasks formulated in that document

not only have not lost their validity but,  on the contrary, have qrown in

importance. Since the adoption of the Declaration, as evidenced by the periodic

reviews of its implementation, there has been accumulated a wePIth of experience

that has broadened and enriched the concept of the preparation of societies for
l

l i fe  in  peace.

One of the salient features of those reviews has been a conclusion that peace

should be approached on many levels and from diverse perspectives. There has been

a growing conviction that the elimination of the causes of conflict and threats to

peace call not only for active efforts on the part of States and Governments hut

also for the mohilixation of public opinion at larqe.

In recent  years  the  idea of  the  preparation of  soc iet ies  for  l i fe  in  peace has

entered into international relations as a meaninqful component of bilateral and

multi lateral  co-  Iperation, as wel l  as  the  topic  o f  contacts  hetweer:  soc iet ies ,  in

particular between the youth of numerous countries.

AS the  repor t  of  the  Secretacy-General  (A/42/66R) r iqhtly  states :

“Greater awareness and knowledqe of international ptoblems  has increased the

numher of individuals, orqanizations and institutions capable of contributing

to the peace-hu  i It1 inq prcxless.  ” (A,/42/66Fi~_~fira.  6 8 )--a

Amoncy  those which h a v e  a  role t o  play aft! 10c-~1l  qov(*rnmt’nt  !.:. Many national

and international non-qovernmental orqanizations and movements are actively

involved in the promotion of peace. It is worth noting that the observance of the
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International Year of Peace generated many initiatives from various groups and

organiaationr in favour of peace.

The implementation of the principles of the Declaration on the Preparation of

Societies for Life in Peace is an integral part of Poland’s foreign policy and a

conrtant  element of its international activity on hoth the bilateral and the

multilateral level, especially in the United Nations.

Alr the Declaration st ipulates,  inter aliat

“A basic instrument of the maintenance of peace is the elimination of the

threat inherent in the arms race, as well as efforts towards qenetal and

complete disarmament, under ef feet ive international control, including part ial

measures with that end in view, in accordance with the principles agreed upon

within the United Nations and relevant international agreements.” (General

Assembly resolution 33/7J,  para. 6)

In keeping with i ts  lonq-standing  tradit ion, in the period under review Poland

has been actively involved in endeavours on the international scene aimed at

preserving and consolidating peace. That involvement has manifasted itself in

numerous disarmament-oriented and security-oriented Polish initiatives, btn

European and global in scope.
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Among the most important of them are the following t the submission by

Wojciech  Jaruzelski to the General Assembly at its fortieth cession  of a proposal

to prepare a study under the auspices of the Secretary-General by leading expertn

of  di f ferent  national it ies ,  on the varicjus consequences of  the militarization  cf

0u ter .space, and we note with satisfaction that these questions are dealt with in

the study by the United Nations Institute For Dfsarmament  Posearch on disarmament

problems related to outer space, a proposal to expand the terms of reference of the

Stockhelm  Conference on Security and Confidence-building Measures and Disarmament

in Europe to embrace problems of conventional disarmament; an expression  of

Poland’s readiness to act aa host, in Warsaw, on thu fiftieth anniversary of the

outbreak of the Seccnd War Id War, to representatives of States participants in the

Conference on Security and Cooperation  in 1Europe  to ponder jointly the future of

the continent, and the 8 May 1987 preeel  Lation in Warsaw by Wojciech Jaruzelski of

a plan for decreasing armaments  an3 increa.ring  confideice  in Central EXlrope.

It is encouraging to note that almost a decade after t!!e adoption of the

Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace, the notion of ths

right of individuals and nations to live in peace is firmly fixed in the conecienc .:

of societies  as the mst basic human rights, transcending all other rights. The

Declaration is b-coming an important element in building new in ternatfonal

relations based on m-operation  and on a rejection of confrontation and the arms

race.

The\  jo int  init iat ive of  the nodalis t  States  at the forty-f i ret aesRion of the

C,ener;11  .As.sembly  on the establishme,lt  of a comprehensive system of international

peace and Security added an important new dimension to that Wclaration. The L&as

and principles of the Declaration can play a usuful role in entabl ihi\inq such a

sys tern, wt!.  ich cx?uLd provi& guidelines  to all Sta tc!n In fou t.cr irrq ywace  -or iented
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attitudes among their citizens. We are convinced that the formation of such

attitudes and ethical and moral vi-s  rejecting armaments, force and violence as a

means to attain political ends is an important element of peaceful coexistence in a

future world free from war. Harever, it will be possible to guarantee a peaceful

future for mankind cnly through ceaseless efforts and new initiatives in various

fields, not only in the political and military spheres but also in the economic,

social and other areas. Hence the importance and timeliness of the initiative of

the sooial is t coun tr ies .

Observance  of the International Year of Peace provided extremely valuable

experience with respect to the idea of preparing societies for life in peace. The

process Of implementing the programme of observances of the Year helped mobilise

public opinion and make societies more keenly aware of threats to peace. As a

result it encouraged much greater involvement by individuals and social groups in

efforts to promote international peace through co-operation between States and

societies and through getting to kncm one another better.

At the Congress of Intellectuals for a Peaceful fitture of the World, held in

Warsaw in January 1986, one working group dealt exclusively with questions

pertaining to the preparation of societies for life in peace. In its report it

noted, amxg other &set vations, that the preparation of the younger generation for

peace should not be left entirely to school, civic or cultural organisations, but

ought also to be the responsibility of the family. It said also that the process

Of education should serve to foster broadly conceived tolerance and openness to the

outside world. It stressed that the basis of each and every endeavour to provoke

peace and education for peace should be respect for other human beings. The report

thus went on to recommend that suitable teaching programmes be formulated and that

provision be made, at various levels of the educational system, for education for

peace.
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In accordance with resolution 39/157,  the Secretary-General convened a panel

of experts to discuss the preparation of societies for life in peace. One session

of the panel was held at Nieborow, Poland, early in 1986, and another at Osaka,

Japan, in autum 1986. A summary of the in-depth discussions and the comprehensive

conclusions unanimously agreed upon by the experts participating in the panel is

presented in chapter V of the Secretary-&neralls  report (A/42/668).

In addition, many interesting ideas and conclusions emerged at Other

international gatherings described in the Secretary-General’s  report on the

implementation of the Declaration. Their comma-~ feature was a search for the means

to develop a positive concept of peace and generate action in favour of peace. The

importance of the United Nations in prwiding a forum for sharing ideas and

experiences for the attainment of peace was also universally stressed.

We very much agree wi th the conclusion cited in the report of the

Secretary-(ieneral  that

‘the United Nations should work with Member  States and the non-governmental

community in finding a common orientation capable of encouraging and

co-ordinating  efforts on various levels for the preparation of societies for

life in peace”. (A/42/668,  para. 70)

The Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace resulted

from multifaceted activities ; consequently  the attainment of its defined aims will.

be possible only through joint efforts.

The Polish Government is convinced that the ideas wntained in the Declaration

should be creatively and constructively developed in keeping with the present

wnditions of united Nations activities. We consi*r  that the follwing  elements

are particularly important in the implementation of the Declaration: precise

identification of threats to peace , which would constitute a basis for setting up a
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programme to counteract the danqer of war, in pazticulat  nuclear war, and threats

to civilizatL ..I) crration of  a positive viaion of  peaca ae the hslemnioun

dc\*lopmen(  of relatio;ls  between States, nations,  groups and individuala)  building

a  comprehc,nsive  philaeophical sys t em c f  p reparat i on  f o r  l i f e  in paace, encompaasinq

moral ,  social ,  polit ic -al , cu l tura l  ano nther  a spec t s .

I t  i s  o f  e s s e n t i a l  i m p o r t a n c e  l o t  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  thoee t a sks  t ha t  t he re

be an exchange of exper iencec between individual Statea,  regarding their

achievements both on the wvernmntal  level and in mDre widespread social

a c t i v i t i e s . We conside&  tha t  c e r t a in  e l emen t s  o f  p r epa ra t i on  o f  soci t i e s  fo r  1 ife

In peace could, to a greater degree than heretofore, become an object nf

co-operation between vcrrious research bodies and non-governmental organizations,

especial ly  those  involving youth .

The CHAIRMAN (interprt*Stilon ftom French) ; I wish to remind metiers that

in conformity with our programme of work and the Committee’s timetable the dead1 ine

for the  submission of  draf t  resolut ions  under  draf t  resolut ions  71,  72 and 73 is

Friday, 20 Ncwemb;\r,  at 6 p.m. I  urge delsga tio;ls  to co-pera  te by observinq  that

dead1 ine.

As there  are  no speakers  on the  l in t  for  th is  af ternoon,  the  af ternoon meet ing

i s  canzalled.

The following delegations are scheduled to speak at tomorrw  morning’s

meeting 8 Poland, Cuba, Yugoslavia, Mali, the  Wderal  &public of Germany, Denmark

speaking on behalf qf the 12 members of the F&rowan  Community, and p;dnce.

The  meet ing rose  at  1.20  p.m.


