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The  meet ing was cal led  to  order  a t  3 .25 p.m.

AGENDA ITEMS  411 TO  69 (continued)

CONSIDERATION  OF AND ACTION ON DRAFT RU~OLWIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS 48 TO 69

Mr. DESPRES  (Canada) 8 Today I  would l ike  to  in t roduce for  conoideratlon

in  t.he Fi rs t  Commit tee  draf t  reeolut ion A/C.1/42/L.49,  da ted  27  October  1987,

“Prohibi t ion of  the  product ion of  f i ss ionable  mater ia l  for  weapon8 purposes .” The

d ra f t  r e so lu t i on  ie eponeared  b y  Aus t ra l i a ,  Aus t r i a ,  Bahamas ,  Banyladeeh,  Botswana,

Cameroon, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, the Netherlands, New

Zealnnd,  Norway, the Philippines, Romania, Samoa, Sweden, Uruguay and Canada.

The draft resolution, which I am I;, Leased to introduce in the company ofL

sponsors  f rom every cont inent  and group Gf countr ies ,  i ssues  an  impor tant

s ta tement . I t  is  a reminder  that  the  ban on tha  product ion of  f i ss ionable  mater ia l

for weapons purposes remains a key element in any proyress towards nucJ.ear

disarmament. I t  i s  a  r e a l i s t i c  r e s o l u t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  takea i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  f a c t

t ha t  p roq re s s  t owards  (I compreheneive  nuclear-teut  b a n  i s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  ot’ a n y

prohibi tson of  product ion of  f i ss ionable  mater ia l  for  weapons  purposes .

T h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  also point6  to  an  e f fec t ive  way  o f  prohibiting  n u c l e a r

~~espons  p r o l i f e r a t i o n , b o t h  h o r i z o n t a l  a n d  v e r t i c a l , &nd represents  a s tep  we must

follow if progress is to be achieved towards complete nuclear disarmament.

In thie respect  there  have been encouraging developments  th is  year  toward& &.he

goa l  of e f f ec t ive  arma c o n t r o l  a n d  i!isdrmamt+nt. The  September decisiori  by the

United States of America and the Soviet Union to begin neyotiations  on nuclear

testinq offers  new ground:;  for  hope. The signing of an agreement on

intermedidte-range  n u c l e a r  t‘ol'cer at  a  summit  mcet inq r,ext month will.  be an

important advance in the procr!sg of nuclear disarmament.

These are reasons for optimism  which give new meaDi ng to t h e  tlrat’t resolutio~i

before  us . I  therekore  u r y e  al.1 dc~eyations  t o  give t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  thi:;
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important  draf t .  reoolution. T h e  eponeots h o p e  tha t  i t  wi.Ll.  c o n t i n u e  t o  a t t r a c t

s t rong and broad suppor t .

Mr.,-‘.- -m-w  -.-HALACHW  (Uulgar ia) I Today  1 have  t he  honc,,Jr  t o  i n t r o d u c e ,  on b e h a l f

of t h e i r  Iiponsors, two  d ra f t  reaolutionn.

T h e  1 iret draft r e s o l u t i o n , “Conc lus ion  o f  e f f ec t i ve  i n t e rna t i ona l

arranqemerr tn  on the e t renytheninq of  the  secur i ty  of  non-Tluclear-wuapn  States

against  tne u8e or  t,hreat of use of  nuc lear  weapons” ,  in document  A/C.  1/42/L.19,

has been submitted under agenda itam 54. ‘rhe aponoors  ~sf t h e  d r a f t .  reeolution  a r e

Afghanistan,  Angola, t h e  Byc,lorussian S o v i e t  !;rx:ialist  Itepublic,  Czechos lovak ia ,

Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia, Mongolia, the  Union of  Soviet  Socia l is t  Republ ics  and

my country, Uulgar ia.
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The  d ra f t  reeolution  ir barred o n  the  fo l l owing  baric aonriderationrt The

aueation of taking affective mearuror  to give non-nuclear-weapon Stateu  a88uranco8

against  the use or  threat  of uee of  nuclear  woapone  cont inue8 to  k of  major

importance for the international community. Thorr i8 a n  urgent  need t o  trach a n

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t  i n  accordance w i th  the  proviaion8  of paragraph 59 o f  the

Final Document of the Tenth Special  Searion of the General A88ombly. The majority

o f  count r i es  be l i eve  t ha t  e f fo r t 8  t o  t ha t  end  rhould b e  intonrifiod  i n  the  l i gh t  Of

t h e  forthcominq t h i r d  epacial  res8ion  o f  t h e  Genoral Arrembly  davoted  t o

disarmament.

T h e  thrU8t o f  the  dra f t  r e so lu t i on  ir rimilar t o  tha t  of  the  r o r o l u t i o n r  o n

th is  aues t ion  adopted  by the General A8remhly  ovar the  part  few year8. There  i8 no

need to  e laborate  fur ther  on our  under8tanding  of the problem,  einco  i t  i s

r e f l e c t ed  i n  t he  p r eambu la r  pa r t  of  t he  d r a f t . The  draft rerolution l mbodiea

certain new elements chatacterlzinq  the ongoing negotiations in the Conference on

Disarmament  at Geneva. The sponrore of  the draft  have t r ied  to  incorporate thO80

element8  a8 they are  ref lected in  the  repor t  of  the re levant  ad hoc commit tee  of

the Conference. We s h o u l d  n o t e ,  i n  pa r t i cu l a r , the new proporal  on the rubetance

of  t he  issue  of  security  aaaurance8  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  n o n - n u c l e a r - w e a p o n  Statusj the

need for Flexible approaches, as empha8ized  by many par t ic ipant8  in  the

neqot iat ions, with a view to aqreeinq on a common formula which could be included

in  ,I leqally hindinq  in terna t ional  instrument2 the wide 8upprt  in  the  Conference

on Disarmament for continuinq  the search for such a common formulaj the existence

of  wel l , -known diff icultiea re la t ing to  di f fer  inq percept iona of  secur i ty :  and the

neces s i ty  fo r  adoptinq  a  n a w  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  o n  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e

nuclear  aqe, many of  which direct ly  affect  the  secur i ty  of  non-nuclear-weapon

Statea.
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The  d ra f t  resolution  i s  p r imar i ly  o f  a  procedu ra l  cha rac t e r . I t  r e q u e s t s  t h e

Conference on Diearmament to cant  inuu, a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  i t s  1988  session,  a c t i v e

negot ia t ions  on  th is  queat ion  in  the  appropr ia te  ad  hoc committee  es tabl ished for-.--

t h i s  p u r p o s e . We are  thinking par t icular ly  of  the need for  making more substant ia l

progress  towards  the  for thcoming th i rd  specia l  sess ion of  the  General  Assembly

devoted to d isarmament. For  th is  purpose , the Conference should contir ue to

e x p l o r e  w a y s  and  m e a r s  of  overcominq  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  e n c o u n t e r e d . We believe  that

t he  Gene ra l  Asbambly should  aga in  appea l  t o  a l l  S t a t e s ,  pa r t i cu l a r ly  t he

nuclear-weapon States, t o  d e m o n a t r a t e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w i l l  a n d  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e

f l e x i b i l i t y , necessary to reach agreement concerning a common formula )n the

substance of  secur i ty  assurances  wi th  respect  to  non-nuclear-weapon Stakes ,  which

c o u l d  b e c o m e  t h e  baYi fo r  a  leqally  b i n d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n s t r u m e n t  o n  t h i s

s u b j e c t .

The :jecond draft resolutiotl,  entitled “Worlcl  Divarmamenk Ca!npaiqn: Actions

a n d  a c t i v i t i e s ” , is contained in document A/C.1/42/L.23  and has been sutmitted

under agenda i tern 63. The  Uyelorussian  Sovie t  Socia l is t  Republ ic ,  the  German

Democratic Republic, Mongolia, Romania, the  Ukrainian Soviet  SociaLisk Hepubl ic ,

Viet N a m  a n d  Bulgaria a re  i t s  spo:rAors, T h e  p r i n c i p a l  rt’asor. r’or  Inkroiuciny  t h i s

d ra f t  :esolution  i s  t h a t  t h e  W o r l d  oiaarmament  Campa ign  cont.inuea  tti be a  t op i ca l

issue  which ref lec ts  the  yrowing Interes t  of  the  world  publ ic  ill the  problems of

peace and disarmament. Therefore we believe that the United Nations, under whose

auspices  the  Campaign i s  being carr ied  out , should cont inue  to  cont r ibute  1.3 the

fur ther  mobili.z,lkion of  wor ld  publ ic  opin ion  in  behal f  ot’ place and disarmament .

‘Ctlt? draft c?solukion ds d w h o l e  Collows t h e basic provl.slont;  ol.  Genercr  L

Assembly resolution  41/60 A. T h e  n e w  e l e m e n t s  ot:  t he  d r a t t  r e f l e c t  t h e  COnViCtiOn

01 t ho ::ponaor u thilk ttlc? Wor Itl I)i s,1rmdmcbnt  Campa  LCJ~ ,inti wor  1.(i pubI i c  opinion  cdn

nnd  :rhoul.d  conic  i1)ut.e of l,ect.~vely  t o  t h e  holdiny  a n d  the posit  ivy out.come  ot the
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third special session of the General Arsemhly devoted to disarmament. T h i s  is

reflected in the seventh preambular paragraph and paragraph 4 of the draft

r e s o l u t i o n . In view of the paramount importance of the decisions for future

disarmament  effor ts  which the  forthcoming apauial seemion  wil l  make,  the sponsor8

of the draft  deem i t  essent ia l  that  in  draft  pbraqraph  4  the General  Assembly

should invite all  maea peace and disarmament movements to expreve in an appropriate

form their demande, views  and  sugges t i ons  with  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  t*ska and  spec i f i c

r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  eeaaion. In  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  w e  propose tha t  i n  d ra f t  paruqraph S

the General Aerrremhly  should renew its appeal to all  Governments, when formulating

t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  disarmament, to take into account the will and

demande of the maea peace and disarmament movements, inc luding  the taska  and goals

o f  t h e  t h i r d  s p e c i a l  neesion.

Given the urgent  need for  a favourable  pol i t ica l  a tmosphere  baaed on

confidence , p u b l i c i t y ,  o p e n n e s s  and  predtctahility  in  i n t e rna t iona l  a f f a i r s  with  a

v i e w  to  achieving the  objectiven of  disarmament , the  provie ione  of  paragraph I3 o f

the  d r a f t  r e n o l u t i o n  ate of  pa r t i cu l a r  impor tance .

In conclus ion , the sponsor8 express  the hope  that  the draf t  resolut ions  wi l l
t

receive  the wideat  poss ib le  suppor t .

Mr .  RUTIIER (Aus t ra l i a )  t On behalf  of  the deleqalione  of Austr ia ,

Cameroon,  Fi j i ,  F inland,  Iceland, Ireland, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Samoa,

Swederl  and  Aus t ra l i a , ‘I wish to  introduce to  the Commit tee  the draf t  resolut ion

conta ined  in  document  A/C.1/42/L.9,  ent i t led  “Not i f ica t ion of  nuclear  teete”.

We submitted a resolution on the same aubjec~ a t  l a s t  y e a r ’ s  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e

General Assembly, the  f i r s t  such r e so lu t i on  eve r  cons ide red  by  t he  Assembly .  I t

wae adopted on 3 December 19H6  as resolution 41/59  N, That  resolu t ion  ca l led  upon

the States conducting nuclear explosions ta provide the Secretary-General with

specific da ta  o n  t h e  exploeions Tnductud  by them.
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‘rhe draf t  resolut ion as  submit ted  th is  year  in  document  A/C.1/42/L.9  drawu on

and absorbs  the  text  of  rl3solution  41/59  N adopted las t  yedr. ‘l’h i :i yukir’  9 tlratt

renolution Ls des igned to  ensure  that  what  was adopted in sub8tdnct:  ldkit y e a r  w i l l

be implemented noIv and in the future.
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Thie year’8 d ra f t  r e so lu t i on  encornpassee  fou r  s imp le  s t eps . F i r s t ,  t h e r e  is a

cal l  upon al l  S ta tes  to  comply wi th  resolut ion 41/59 N. Secondly, we urge all

Sta tes  conduct ing nuclear  explos ions  to  provide  to  the  Secre tury-Genera l  wi th in  one

week of  each nuclear  explos ion the data  referred to  in  paragraph 1 of reaolut ian

41/59 N - tha t  i s ,  da t a  w i th  r e spec t  to  the  na tu re ,  s i z e  a n d  l o c a t i o n  o f  the

explos ion . Th i rd ly , we invi te  a l l  o ther  Stats8 to  provide  to  the Secretary-General

any other such data on nuclear explosions as they may have availnhl?. Pourthly, we

ask tha Secretary-General  to  make t.his informat ion immediate ly  avai lahle  to  aLA

Memher  States and to submit to the General Assembly annually a reqister  of the

information provided on nuclear explosions durinq the preceding 12 months.

T h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  a  s i m p l e ,  proce”‘rra1  o n e . AE I  have  a l r eady  no ted ,  i t

drawa on the substance of the resolution adopted last year on the same subject.

The  followinq  poin ts  should  be clear . T h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  p r o v i d e s  f o r  t h e

establishment  of  a n  i n t e r i m  mechanism, a mechanism through which nuclear tests

would he notified and information on them made available publicly until  the day 3n

which we have a comprehensive nuclear- test-ban treaty under which no tests would be

conducted in any environment at any time. In  th is  sense  i t  ie an in ter im measure.
b

I t  i s  no  sense  deeiqned to  replace  the  fundamenta l  objec t ive  shared by at.) many o f

us that  we shol;ld  have an  end to  a l l  tes t ing  through the  adopt ion  of  a

comprehensive nuclear- tes t -ban t reaty .

T h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  ie s i m p l e . Last  year’s  draf t  resolut ion achieved a  wide

meaeure of supper  t. I t  i s  ou r  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  same w i l l  h e  t rue  t.hie year  and  tha t

i t  wi l l  he  unders tood in  the sense  in  which I  have just ,  descr ibed  i t  - as an

interim measure until  the day on which we have a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban

t r e a t y . I t  ie a  measure  which wi l l  provide  us  wi th  informat ion that  i s  reauired as

we move forward in  pract ical  work towards  such a  t reaty ,  informat ion tb,at is
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largely avai lable ,  but  the  col lec t ive  publ ica t ion  of  which  would  aeeiet the

technical  and pol i t ica l  dr ive  towards  a comprehensive  teat -ban t reaty .

The delegat ions  sponsor ing  the  draf t  reeolu t ion  commend i t  to  the  wide  eupport

of the Committee and the Assembly ,  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  t h a t  i t  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a n

important interim step towards the achievement of a compreneive nuclear-teat-ban

t r e a t y .

Mr. PATUKALLIO  (Finland) I I  w i sh  t o  i n t roduce  d r a f t  decislion-a

A/C.l/42/L.36,  under agenda item 66, “Review of the implementation of the

recommendations and decisions adcpted by the General Assembly at ite tenth special

session”, e n t i t l e d  ’ V e r i f i c a t i o n ” . F i n l a n d  i s  j o i n e d  a s  eponeot o f  t h e  d r a f t

decision  by Bulgaria, Canada and Sweden.

The draf t  decis ion request .8  the  Secre tary-General  to  submit  to  the  Uiearmament

Commiss ion at  its next seeion  a prel iminary repor t  on exis t ing capabi l i t ies  and

fac i l i t i e s  w i th in  t he  Un i t ed  Na t ions  Sec re t a r i a t Televant  to  the  es tabl ishment  of  a

computerized  data  base foe purposes  of  ver i f ica t ion of  compliance wi th

in ternat ional  arm6 l imi ta t ion and disarmament  agreements .

In  the  Finnieh  view,  such a  data  baas could  assist Member  Sta tes  in  ver i fying

Compliance with arms limitation and disarmament agreements to which they are

p a r t i e e . The data base could also Form a channel for the dietribution  of

conf idence-buildAng  infornlation.

I t  yoee  w i thou t  s ay iny  t ha t  t he  ro l e  o f  a  Un i t ed  Na t ions  ve r i f i c a t i on  da t a

base  would  be essent ia l ly  technical  in  nature . Pol i t ica l  judgemento  as  to  whether

a  par t icular  agreement  is  beiny compl ied  wi th  would  obviously  cont inue to  res t  wi th

the  sovere ign Sta tes  concerned.
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T h e  p u r p o s e  of the d ra f t  dec i s ion  i s  t o  f ac i l i t a t e  fu r the r  ancl  more  c o n c r e t e

considerat ion by thr% l~isarmament Commission of the idea of a United Nations

v e r i f i c a t i o n  d a t a  base.

The Disarmament (lommission has already accomplished valuahle work on this

subjec t  a t  i t s  1987 sess ion , a s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  dra f t  dec i s i on  a s  we l l  aa i n  t h e

report of the Disarmament Commission (A/42/42). Under paraqrcph  46, paragraph 11

of the report of t.ht? Working Group IV Rtatee  that the Disarmament Commission agreed

t h a t  t h e  IJnitaZ .!atione  should examine the possibility of compiling and managing

and  ve r i f i c a t i on  data  tv~sc. I t  i s  prec i s e ly  i n  f u r the rance  of  this c o n c l u s i o n  o f

the Disarmament Commission, adopted by conflensus, tha t  the  dra f t  dec i s i on  i s

presented  fur action  in  the Commit tee .

May I  al.so under l ine  another importal,?  po?;,t: the  draft  decis ion  has no

f i n a n c i a l  implicat  icJn:l  f o r  1- I?n rlnited  Natichls  b u d g e t . The prel iminary repor t

recruested in  the d ra f t  dec;ision  w i l l  be p r epa red  by  t he  Dep t r tmen t  o f  Oisarmament

Affa i r s  wi th in  exist.inq  r e sou rce s .

On behalf  of  a l l  the sponsors , Finland  is  p leased to  commend the draft

dec is ion  tc, the  Fi rs t  Commit tee  for  i t s  adopt ion  wi thout  a  vote .

(interpretat

towards the

The Soviet.

Mr. NAZARKTN  (Union of  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  Republ ics) ion from- -

Russian) : The  Soviet dr+l,cqation  wiOms t o  :;tate i t s  a t t i t u d e d r a f t

resolu t ions  on  t.he prevent  Ion of  an arm5 race  in  outer  space . [Inion i s

a  sponsor  of one OF the draft r e s o l u t i o n s ,  A/C.1/42/L.14,  i n  which,  w e  p r o p o s e  t h a t

the  General  A:::wmh’ly  teauest the  Conference on Disarmament  to  ce-es tabl ish  an

a d  h o c  committw  i~t  t h e  hqinninq  of  ito 1 9 8 8  session In o r d e r  t o  i n i t i a t e  w i t h o u t

delay neqot  iat. ions for thp conclusion of an ayreement or agreements on the

pteveilt  i on  o f  ;In <arms  r’acf~ i n  outer  s p a c e  i n  a l l  i t s  anpects. Our draFt resolu t ion
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ia thus or iented toward8  an immediate  s tart  on act ive  negot iat ions  in the

Conference on Disarmament to conclude an agreement or agreements on the prevention

of an arms race in  outer  space.

Two o the r  d ra f t  reso lu t i ons - A/C.1/42/L.20,  submit ted  by China ,  and

A/C.1/42/L.43,  aubmitted by members of the Non-Aligned Movement - are directed at

the same point. Al l  th ree  dra f t  reso lu t i ons  c l ea r ly  s t a t e  t he  need  t o  e s t ab l i sh  an

ad hoc committee bith a mandate to negotiate. We believe that till8  Lcpproach  fully

ref lec ts  the  urgent  need to  under take  negot iat ions  in  the Conterence on Dlearmament

on preventing an arms ram in outer space.
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In  addi t ion  to  thoee  three  draft .  reaolut iona, the  Commit tee  hae before  i t  a lso

dra f t  reoolution  A/C.l/42/1,.11,  submi t t ed  by  a  group o f  Wes t e rn  countriee.  W e  f ee l

tha t  d ra f t  reflolution  A/C.l/42/I,.ll  w o u l d  t e n d  t o  comolidate a  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e

Conference on Disarmament  in which the aueeticn of outer space wuuld  not move to

t h e  stage  o f  n e q o t i a t i o n s . We do not aqree with the arqumente put forward by

d e l e q a t i o n s  emphaaizinq  t h e  aux i l i a ry  ro l e  o f  mu l t i l a t e r a l  efforts  t o  p r e v e n t  a n

arms race  in  outer  Rpace. Thoae deleqations would urqe that we do not rush, hut

r a the r  wa i t  for* proqreeR i n  S o v i e t - U n i t e d  Statoa n e q o t i a t i o n s . But here again we

f ee l  t h a t  h i l a t e r a l  a n d  mul t i l a t e r a l  effort8 muRt  w o r k  h a n d  i n  h a n d  t o  facllitate

one another  and accelera te  ra ther  than alow down in ternat ional  d iearmament  efforts.

In its Ad Hoc Committee on the subject, the Conference on Disarmament ha8 been- -

corwidarinq the  west  ion  of  the  prevent ion of  an armB race in  outer  spsce Bince

1985 and has done a  qcod deal  of  useful  work on that  quest ion.  We fee l  tha t  a good

found;fitIon  has  hen la id  at  the  Conference  for  pract ical ,  purposeful .  work on the

prevent ion of  an arms race in  outer  Rpace. ThiR year”B report of the Ad HOC

Committ.ee  on the  prevent ion of an arms rata in  outer  space  recoqnizes  that  the

legal rbqime applicable t o  o u t e r  npace,  aA Ruth, ~EI n o t  e u f f  icient  t o  qurrrantee  the

prevent ion of  an d;rnR  race in  outer  space . T h e  r e p o r t  recoqnizeR  t h e  riced t o

consolidate  a n d  reinfol.ce  t h a t  rhqime. ‘T’hone concltlaione  were  reached on the  baais

of two yearm of work. Taking account of the work that haa heen  done, the Ad Hoc- -

Committee saw fit to recommend that the Conference on Dinarmament re-eatahlish  the

Ad Hoc Commit.tee  on t.he prevent ion OF an  arms race l.n outer  .>pace wi th  an adeauatp

mandate at  the  heqinninq  of  the 1988 sess ion , takinq into a c c o u n t  ~11 r e l e v a n t

factorA, including  the work of  the  Commit tee  s ince  1.985.
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That recommendation constitutes recoqnition  that the Ad Hoc Committee has

aucceflsfully  carried out. the work entrusted to it .  and that the Committee has in

fact  fulfillcc!  ltn previous  mandate . In our  view,  i t  indicat.es  the  need  to  chanqr

the Ad Hoc Comr\lit.teo’n mandate 80 that thti Committee an re-established at the

heginning of  thu L988 sess ion  wi l l  be  able  to  proceed to  negot ia t ions  on  the

prevent ion of  an arms rxe in  outer  space.

We conflider  that the General Aeaambly can end should promote proqresn  with

respect.  to the preventilbn  of an arms rata in outtir  apace. I t  can do this by

sta t ing clearly  and unambiquously  tha: .  it favours  mul t i la tera l .  negot ia t ions  on a

specif ic  aqreement  or  aqreemen53.

!+I:. PUNUNGWE  (2 imbabwe) r S i n c e  t h i s  1s m y  deloqation’s  f i r s t  s t a t emen t

in this Committee, I  should  l i k e  t o  beqin by  conqratulntinq  you ,  S i r ,  on  you r

election to the choi.  manship of this important Committee. M y  deleqation  i s

s a t i s f i ed  t ha t  unde r  you r  ab l e  quidance  our  work  wi l l  r each  a  f ru i t fu l  c o n c l u s i o n .

T h e  iesut? o f  p r e v e n t i n g  a  n u c l e a r  w a r  i s  t oday  a t  t he  1‘*7refront  01’ t h e

conce rns  o f  all.  citizenI;. The prevention of nuclear war hirR been cailcd the most.

urqent  t a s k  o f  t h e  prenent  d a y , and  t h e  p r e c o n d i t i o n  f o r  a l l  o t h e r  endeavours.

)Jeedlesn t o  s a y , an important element In t .he prevent.ion of nuclear war - indeed,

t h e  o n l y  bray we cnn guarantee  that a  nuc lea r  war  wil.1 n o t  occur’  - i s  t h e  complete

e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  nuclcclr  wcb.lpons. W i t h  t h a t  i n  mind, i t  hecomeR  clear t h a t

nuclear-disarmament  neqot  iat ione are of  t.he utmont.  importance.

I n  t h a t  req,lrd, It i:+ e v i d e n t  t h a t  t.he nuc l ea r -weapon tit ates mutt  play a nln i01

r o l e . Amonn t h e  nucl~ilr-weapon  S t a t e s , t h e  t w o  super-PawerA b6JAr a  Rpecidl

reaponsihi  Lity for nuclear disarmament. W e  a r e  qlad t o  n o t e  th,at.  the ~upex-P~)w~~t~:

themselves  arc  in  nqreement  h,ith that  v iew, a s  evttlenced  hy t h e i r  hllatrrral

nuclt?ar-armr;  ncaclc>t  i;lt. ionrc.
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However  , we wish to inform them that the outcome of those negotiations ie of

the utmost  importance for humanity am a whole. Whila the choice to  start or  not  to

atart such a war reatlr  with the nuclear-weapon Stateo, the  conaequencee  of  the i r

c h o i c e  w o u l d  a f f e c t  a l l  o f  ua.

A t  Harare, in  September 1986,  the leadera of  non-al igned countr iee  state8 that :

“ t h e  qreatent  per i l  f a c ing  the  w o r l d  ia the  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  human i ty

poaefl  b y  t h e  exiartence  o f  nuclear weapons. Since annihi lat ion needs  to  happen

only once, removing the threat of nuclsar  catartrophe  is nat  one ieaue  among

many, but thu most acute and urgent task of the prerent day.” (A/41/657,

p  2 3 - 2 4 ).

I t  i s  c l e a r  tha t  the  non-a l i gned  counttie,  d o  not  a c c e p t  the scsuation o f

nuclear war with other kindr of war. They  want i t  to  be g iven i ts  r ightful  p lace

a.8 a development thct could finish civilization  au we know it. In their Appeal on

Disarmament, also issued at Harare  in Hoptember  1986, the Heads of State Or

Government of non-aligned countries,  in an urgent appeal to

General-Secretary Gorbachev and Preaident Reaqan, expremaed the view that

“the alternative today ie not between war [and) peace, hut between life and

death. Thie makea  the etruqqle for peace and for the prevention of nuclear

war  the  pr inc ipa l  t a sk  o f  our  timee.”  (e. 1 5 7 )

The non-aligned leader8  went on to Oayl

“We hope that  th is  appeal  wi l l  encourage your  own efforts  to  go forward

to the meeting and reach conclusion8 which will take into account the best

intersate  of the State8  and peoples  of our planet Humanity must  be saved

from the eccrJrqe of war. We must recoqnize  our common Aeetiny,  and atrive

with determination for a future of peace, diqni ty, development and progreae

fo r  a l l . ”  ( p .  1 5 9 )



EMS/B A/C.1/42/PV.33
19-20

(Mr. Punungwe, 2 imbabwm)wee,.-.

At their recent meeting bore in Wow York, on 7 Chtobar  1987, the Miniaterm  ’ rid

Heade  of Dsleqation of the Movement of Non-Aliqnod Counj:rJes ~~pecifioally en I

the Co-ordinatinq Bureau of the non-al,lgned  czuntrier  with the tark of prementiny

at the forty-second l emaion of the Qeneral  A8aemhly, on behalf  of the non-aligned

c o u n t r i e s , a draft rerolution  calling upon the United Statue of America and the

~IniCXl  OF SOViet.  ' Lirt Republic6 to avail themaetlvee  of the prement momentum and

to advance towart ;Ie aohievoment  o f  aqreomentm t o  h a l t  and reveree  the

nuclear-arms race.

I t  IR i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  those obmervationa t h a t  t h e  S t a t e s  momberm  o f  t h e

Movement of Non-Aliqned Counttier are l ubmittinq the draft remolution oontained  in

document A/C.1/42/L.10. T h e  t e x t  reaallr previoue similar r e m o l u t i o n a ,  of  1985 and

19861  i t  recal l s  the Harsre  Appeal  on Dirarnrament  addreaaed to the two

fluper-Powera, which I have just mentioned, and the comnuniqd  adopted  by the

minintere and heads of deleqation of the Movement of Non-Aliqned Countriem  in New

York on 7 October 1987.

The drnft  reaolut ion exprereer  the convict ion of  the non-al igned uountriea

that the alternative in the nuclear age ir not between war and peacar  hut hetWeOn

life and death,  which maker  the prevent ion of  nuclear  war  the principal  tack of Our

timera. The  draft  resolut ion alma expreaaer,  our  convict ion that  internat ional  paae

and fuxwrity  can be enaured only through general and cowlete  disarmament under

effer:t ivct i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l , and that one of tho most urgent tarkr im to halt

and reverse the arma race and to undertake concrete mepsuree of disarmament,

part icularly  nuclear diearmament. ~11 t h e r e  wo r e g a r d  aa general  rentimentr  with

which  no  serious person could  have any  diff icul t lee ,
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In the draft resolution we aleo  note that the United Statee of America and the

Union Of SoViOt Socialist Republics reached an aqresment in principle  during the

meeting between Secretary of State Ceorqe Schultz and Foreign Minister

Eduard Shevardnad te  i n  Waohinqton on t h e  ellminetion  of  intermediate-range and

aborter-range  miarilea. Thia ia a hirtorical  fact and the language ueed is from

the text of the l groYmt,lt iraelf. Therefore, we do not envisage  any delegdtiol,

h a v i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  i t .

We ala0 exprerr our conviction that, in  the  in teres t .  of  mankind an a  whole ,

the  United St&tea of America and the Union of  Soviat  Socialist  Republ ics ,  in  the i r

b i l a t e r a l  n u c l e a r - a c m e  negotiationa, should c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  endesvoure w i t h  t h e

ul t imate  object ive  of  achieving general  and complcto  diaarmament  under  effect ive

internatiti  (la.1 c o n t r o l , Again, I  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  ie a  g e n u i n e  aopiratlon  b?f

mankind  aa a whole  and tha t  the  in ternat ional  communi ty  haa indeed  met  itnelf  the

yoal of genoral  and complete disarmament.

I n  i t8  ope ra t i ve  pa r t , the d ra f t  welcomee  t h e  Shultz-ShevardnaC4ze  ag reemen t .

I  believe a l l  peoplae  d o  t h e  uame.

The draf t  reeolution  also calls up011 the two Government8  concerned  to

intenaify  their  efforte with  the  object ive  of  achieving agreemente  irl o ther  areaal

in  pa r t i cu l a r  the aroaa of  etrategic  arma and a n u c l e a r  t e e t  ban,  ao a  ma t t e r  o f

urqalncy  . I  ahould  l ike  to  poin t  out  tha t  both  aLuau were  ment ioned in  the

Waohington  talka a n d  t h a t  indeea  a  commitment  wau m a d e  t o  dchievo  a 50 p e r  cant

r e d u c t i o n  i n  otrategic  arme and  to beqln n u c l e a r - t e e t - b a n  n e g o t i a t i o n 8  btctoce

1 December 1967.

F ina l ly ,  t he  d ra f t  i nv i t e s  the Gove rnmen t s  ot: t he  Un i ted  S t a t e &  ot Amoricd  and

the  Union of  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  Republic6 ) keep the Conference on Disarmament duly
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in fo rmed  o f  progress  i n  t h e i r  nego t i a t i on s . T h a t  h a r d l y  naoda  justification. A@

the  eingle m u l t i l a t e r a l  n e g o t i a t i n g  b o d y  o n  diearraarnent  Iaaues, the Conferonce  on

Disarmament ia more attuned to the noeda of mankind aa a whole. I t  im t h u r

earJantia1  that the Conferonce on Disarmament hava a role in a mrrrttor  of l uch

importance to humanity aa a whole.

WiLh  thoee  obeervat iona I  should  l ike ,  on behalf  of  the  group of  non-al igned

c o u n t r i e s , to  comm,~ad  the  dtaf  t  resolu t ion  contcrinr-d in  document  A/C.1/42/L.10  to

thie Committee. I t  ie ou r  f e rven t  hope  tthat i t  w i l l  b e  poaaible  t o  have  it a d o p t e d

by coneenoue. We are in touch with ether colleagues from ot.her  groups with regard

to  this draf t  and s incere ly  hope that  mutual  accommodat ion wi l l  ba poeribla.

Mr .  F A N  Guoxianq  (Ch ina )  ( i n t e rp re t a t i on  f rom Chinera)  t I  speak  todlly  t o

int roduce draf t  reeolutione A/C.1/42/L.21  and L.  18,  which are  ontitled  “Nuclear

disarmament” and “Convent ional  disarmamant”,  respect ive ly .

Undoubtedly, nuclear diearmament has alwaye  been the yrratest concarn of thv

people8  o f  a l l  countriee  a n d  takes t h e  hiqheet  p r i o r i t y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f

dirrarmamant. L a e t  y e a r  thfi (Ihirrecw  deleya:ion  aubmitteu  a dra f t  r e s o l u t i o n  o n

nuclarrr disarmament which wan adopted by coneenaur by the General Amrombly  a8

reeolut  ion 4 A/59 F. T o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  proyrerie I n  n u c l e a r  diearmammnt,  this y e a r

my delegat ion hau once again  aubmit tsd  a d.:aft reeolution of  tha 6ame nature

contained in document A,/C. 1/42/~.ll.

Heeolution  41/59  F, a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  tieneral  AtJaembly  i n  1 9 8 6 ,  roflrcto  t n e

common desire of thu international community that the two Stater  which posa~ee  the

most impor t an t  nuc l ea r  a r s ena l s  ehou,ld b e  u r g e d  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e i r  special

rueponuibility  a n d  t a k e  t h e  l e a d  i n  h a l t i n g  t h e  Cluclear-arms  r a c e . Thanks t o  tile

Promotion  by the  peoples  o t  the  wor ld  and the  pol i t ica l  willingnests  shown  by the

S o v i e t  IJnion  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  c e r t a i n  i n i t i a l  poeitive sigl,r  have  appea red  i n
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State8 declared that a bilateral rummit muetiny would be held on 7 December and

that a treaty on the elimination of all their medium-ranga  mioeilee  would be signed

on that occasion. Like a l l  o ther  countrbft6,  China weicomes that  development .

Once the Soviet-American agreemen%  on the el iminat ion of  their  in termedia te

nuclear forccm is implemented, it will constitute the first real reduction of

nuolear weapone  since the end of the Second  World War. Certainly  t h i s  h a s  g r e a t

8ignificance. We expect  the  promised treaty to  ba concluded and put  in to  prac t ice

au planned, in order to eliminate on a global l osle all the intermediate-ranye  and

ahorter-range mierilee  cf the two countzics  +rt the earJ.iest  poaaible  date. On the

other hand,  it should alao be noted that  thr  in termedia te  nuclear  forces  of  the

OOViat  Union and the United State8 account. for only leer  than S per cent of the>ir

huge nuclear  arsenals .

In  tha i r  statement8  i n  t h i s  C o m m i t t e e , repreaentativee of many countries have

emphasised that  the two major  nuclear  Fowerr  should mako further  efforts  to  achieve

a drastic reduct ion of  nuclear  weapons. Recent ly  the leader8 of  the  two countries

alro exprerred their willingneaa  to continue their negotiations on this crucial
t
i86U63. To reach the  goal  of complete,  prohibition and thorough destruct ion of  a l l

n u c l e a r  weapons,  i t  ie s t i l l  impe ra t i ve  for  t h e  w h o l e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communi ty ,  and

the  two major  nuclear  Powers  in  part icular , to  make unremit t ing ef forts ,

Proceeding from this coneideratlon, my U~leyatlor~  har onto again submitted to thirr

Committea  our  dra f t  rooo lu t i on  on  nuc l ear  dioarmament. ’

The main thrust  and baeic content  of thio proporal ia Identical to those of

resolution 41/59  F  o f  last y e a r . Bearing in mind thd yooitive  development in the

Soviet-American medium-range-mieaile negotiation@, paragraph 1 of the operative

part Of last year’t4 resolution, which reads



BG/7 A/C.u42/Pv.33
24-25

(Mr. Fan Guoxianq, China)

“Expreeeee  its deep concern  tha t  negotiationa o n  n u c l e a r  diaarmsment

should yield concrete reaulta  at the earliest poerible  time”,

has been adjusted accordingly. The new text  of  that  parayraph ie formulated in

line with the consenaue decioion adopted on 21 October by the General Assembly. In

addition, the word “further” har been added in paragraph 2 of the operative part.

Thoee a re  t h e  o n l y  c h a n g e s  i n  this ymat’a  tex t .

I  a l so  wish t o  po in t  out  t ha t  t he  purpose  o f  thie Ch ine se  dra f t  ie to  r ea f f i rm

the special responeibiliy  of the two major nuclear Powers ana push forward the

whole process of nuclear disarmament. Although this  draft  reoolution toucher  upon

the  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t n e  Soviet-Amorian  b i l a t e r a l  neyotlafione, it ie n o t

conf ined to  that  i seue . T h i n  differentiatee  i t  f rom those  dra f t  r eeo lu t i one

e n t i t l e d  “ B i l a t e r a l  n u c l e a r  neyotiations”.

I am sure that  draft  relrolution A/C.1/42/L.21  wi l l  etill  enjoy  consensue

support  from al l  delsgationo, thus once ayain reflectiny the f irm determinat ion and

common aepiration  of the whole international community for preventing nuclear war,

achieving nuclear diearmament and charting an effective approach towards nLclear

disarmament,  in  accordance with the real  situat ion in  the world.

Many repreeentativee have already  talved about the importance and neseselty  of

conventional disarmament. In my statement made on 15 October in this COIkmitteer  I

a lso out l ined some maln points  in  this regard which I  anal1 not  repeat. However,

there ie one more point worth mentioniny here. Ae the  Soviet-American neyotiatione

o n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  n u c l e a r  f o r c e s  h a v e  shown  an  op t im i s t i c  proepect,  the  nuclear-

disarmament  ieeue ha8 at tracted more and more at tent ion. I n  spite o f  t h a t ,  t h e

importance of  convent ional  d iearmament  ie being further  empkaeized  rather  than

neglected by the international community. A f t e r  a l l , the  relat ionship  between

nuclear disarmament and conventional disarmament ie a mutually complementary oneI

they promote each other and can only proceed hand in hand.
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This year saw the United Nations Disarmament C:ommin,sion  carry out for the

f i r s t  time schstantive  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o n  t h e  i s s u e  of c o n v e n t i o n a l  disarmament.

Discueaions  there were conducted in a serious atmosphere. Many delegations,

inc luding the  Chinese  delegat ion,  put  forward relevant  workiny papers  or iaeas.

All. these have marked a good beginning of the work. D u r i n g  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s ,

diffc!rer:es  were  apparent  in  the  posi t ions  of  var ious  s ides . This,  however, should

not  hc A  rcaaon for  alarm. How many years have the United States of America arId

th6? Sovie t  Union spent  on  the i r  nuclear  ta lks? And how many yenra have the East

and the West spent on their conventional disarmament neyctiations? Now all the

cc.)untries i.n t h e  w o r l d ,  which  f ace  d i f f e r en t  domes t i c  a n d  r e g i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n s  a n d

have d i f f e r e n t  s e c u r i t y  i n t e r e s t s , have gathered toytither  to  discues  convent ional

disarmament. ft would  be unreal is t ic  to  expect  an  agreement  to  be reached

ovccnight. What is needed in dealing with conventional disarmament - a hiqhly

,:omplicat.ed  a n d  v e r y  j,mportant  i s s u e  - i s  g r ea t  pa t i ence  and  perseverence.

Tt i s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h i s  s p i r i t  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  d e l e g a t i o n  h a s  o n c e  a g a i n

submit ted  a draf t  resolut ion  ent i t led  “Convent ional  diearmament”  (A /C .  1/42/L. lb).

‘t’pe  General  Assembly  las t  year  adopted by a  great  major i ty  i ts  r@sOlUtiOn  41/59  G

on convent ional  d ismrmamcnt  . Dra f t  r e so lu t i on  A/C.1/4~/L.l8  k e e p s  i n t a c t  t h e  b a s i c

p r inc ip l e s  a f f i rmed  by  t ha t  r e so lu t i on . In the new text only a few changes have

ken mnde  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n . F i r s t ,  t he  e igh th  pa ray raph  o f

the preambular part mentions the two resolutions on conventional disarmament

adopted  by the General Assembly last year, a s  wel l  a s  t he  dIscussions o n  t h i s

matter  conducted by the Disarmament Commieaion. T h i s  i s  p u r e l y  a  t e chn i ca l

c tianqe . Secondly , in  operat ive  paraqraph 3 , two phrases have been added. One is

“through various forums”, and t .he  o ther  “par t icular ly  in  Europe,  which has  the

lnrgt?st  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of nrms and  fo rces  i n  t h e  w o r l d ” . The addi t ion  of  t.he phrase

“throuqh  v a r  ic-Ills  forums” is  based on the  fact  that  the  East  and t .he  West  are
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currently exploring more forums for conventional disarmament negotiation Or

discussion, and that those European countries outside the two military alliances

should have an opportunity to air their opinions on this issua. As to making a

special reference to the European region, the reason is that, since the United

States and the Soviet Union are moving towards an agreement on the reduction Of

their intermediate-range nuclear forces (XKF), the conventional disarmament issue

in Europe has become even more outstanding and urgent. Representatives of many

European countries have expressed a similar view in their recent statements in this

Committee.

These are all the new changes in this draft resolution.

Like resolution 41/59 G, draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.18 is still aimed at

promoting the international community's efforts to achieve conve,ntional

disarmament. Taking into account the positions of all sides* it is balanced and

reasonable. The Chinese delegation hopes that this draft will receive support from

all delegations.

fn his statement to the General Assembly on 23 September, Chinese Foreign

Minister ne Xuequian said:

"China has not only actively put forward its views and proposals on

disarmament, but has also taken a series of concrete actions towards

disarmament .*.*. (A/42/PV.8, p. 42)

The Chinese delegation will co-operate with all other delegations in this Committee

and make our contributions.

The CUAIIWU-?  (interpretation from Russian): I now call on the Secretary

of the Committee.
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Mr. KKERADI (Secretary) r I ahould like to inform : he Committee that the

following countries have become eponaors  of the following draft resolutions:

A/C. 1/42/L.41  - I r e l a n d ;  A/C.2/42/L.44 - Romania and Uruguay; A/C.1/42/L.56  -

Uruguay; A/C. 1/42/L,58/Rev.  1 - the Federal Republic of Germany and Sri Lanka;

A/C.l/lZ/L.59  - Romania and Uruguay; A/C!.1/42/L.61 - Auetraliaj  A/.1/42/1.,.71 - S r i

Lanka; A/C.1/42/L.75 - Guinea Biaeau.

T h e  meetcng rose a t  4 . 2 0 ~ .


