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The meeting was called to order at 3.25 p.w.

AGENDA ITEMS 48 TO 69 (continued)

CONSIDERATION OF AnD ACTION on DRAFT RESOLUTIONS ON AGENDA ITEMS 48 TO 69

Mr. DESPRES (Canada) : Today | would like to introduce for consideration
in the First Committee draft reeolution A/C.1/42/L.49, dated 27 October 1987,
“Prohibition of the production of fissionable material for weapon8 purposes.” The
draft resolution is sponsored by Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Botswana,
Cameroon, Denmark, Finland, Greece, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, the Philippines, Romania, Samoa, Sweden, Uruguay and Canada.

The draft resolution, which | am i Leased to introduce in the company of
sponsors from every continent and group <f countries, issues an important
statement. It is a reminder that the ban on tha production of fissionable material
for weapons purposes remains a key element in any proyress towards nuclear
disarmament. It is a realistic resolution because it takes into account the fact
that proqress towards a comprehencive nuclear-test ban is a prerequisite ot any
prohibitson of production of fissionable material for weapons purposes.

The draft resolution also points to an effective way of prohibiting nuclear
vempons proliferation, both horizontal and vertical, and represents a step we must
follow if progress is to be achieved towards complete nuclear disarmament.

In this respect there have been encouraging developments this year towards “he
goal of effective arms control and disarmament. ‘The September decision by the
United States of America and the Soviet Union to begin negotiations on nuclear
testing offers new ground:; for hope. The signing of an agreement on
intermediate-range nuclear torces at a summit mceting next month will be an
important advance in the process of nuclear disarmament.

These are reasons for optimism which give new meanring to the draft resolution

before us. | thererore urye all detegations to give their support to this




RMW/ 3 A/C. 1/42/PV. 33
-5

. . Despres, Canada)

important draft. resolution. The sponsors hope that it will continue to attract
strong and broad support.

Mir. HALACHEV (Hulgar ia) :+ Today I have the honour to introduce, on behalf

of their sponsors, two draft resolutions.

The firat draft resolution, “Conclusion of effective international
arrangemerrtn on the etrenythening of the security of non-rnuclear-weapon States
againsat tne use Or threat Of use of nuclear weapons”, in document A/C. 1/42/L.19,
has been submitted under agenda item 54. The sponsors of the draft. resolution are
Afghanistan, Angola, the Byelorussian Soviet socialist republic, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic Yemen, Ethiopia, Mongolia, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and

my country, Bulgar ia.
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The draft resolution is hased on the following basic considerations: The
aueation of taking affective measures t0O give non-nuclear-weapon States assurances
against the use or threat of use Of nuclear weapons continues8 to be of major
importance for the international community. There is an urgent need t0 reach an
international agreement in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 59 of the
Final Document of the Tenth Special Saasion of the General Assembly. The majority
of countries believe that effort8 to that end should be intensified in the light Of
the forthcoming third special session Of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament.

The thrust of the draft resolution is similar to that of the rorolutionr on
this auestion adopted by the General Assembly over the part few years. There is no
need to elaborate further on our understanding of the problem, since it is
reflected in the preambular part of the draft. The draft rerolution ® mbodiea
certain new elements characterizing the ongoing negotiations in the Conference on
Disarmament at Geneva. The #ponsora of the draft have tried to incorporate those
elements as they are reflected in the report of the relevant ad hoc committee of
the Conference. we should note, in particular, the new proposals on the substance
of the issue Of mecurity assurances with respect to non-nuclear-weapon States; the
need for Flexible approaches, as emphasized by many participant8 in the
negot iat ions, with a view to agreeinqg on a common formula which could be included
in a legally hinding international instrument2 the wide support in the Conference
on Disarmament for continuing the search for such a common formula; the existence
of well,-known diff iculties relating to differ ing perceptiona of security: and the
necessity for adopting a naw political thinking on the issues of security in the
nuclear age, many of which directly affect the security of non-nuclear-weapon

States.
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The draft resolution is primarily of a procedural character. It requests the
Conference on Diearmament to cont inue, at the beginning of its 1988 session, active
negotiations on this queation in the appropriate ad _hoc commiicee established for
this purpose. We are thinking particularly of the need for making more substantial
progress towards the forthcoming third special session of the General Assembly
devoted to d isarmament. For this purpose, the Conference should contir ue to
explore ways and mears Of overcoming the difficulties encountered. We be'ieve that
the General As.umbly should again appeal to all States, particularly the
nuclear-weapon States, to demonatrate the political will and to exercise the
flexibility, necessary to reach agreement concerning a common formula »n the
substance of security assurances with respect to non-nuclear-weapon Stakes, which
could become the basis fOr a legally binding international instrument on this
subject.

The :second dratt resolution, entitled "World Disarmament Campaign: Actions
and activities”, is contained in document A/C.1/42/L.23 and has been subwmitted
under agenda i tern 63. The Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the German
Democratic Republic, Mongolia, Romania, the Ukrainian Soviet socialist Hepublic,
Viet Nam and Bulgaria are its spo:sors. The principal reasor. for introducing this
draft cesolution is that the World visarmament Campaign continues tuv uve a topical
issue which reflects the yrowing Interest of the world public in the problems of
peace and disarmament. Therefore we believe that the United Nations, under whose
auspices the Campaign is being carried out, should continue to contribute to the
further mobilization of world public opinion in behalf ot peace and disarmament.

The dratt esolution as a whole follows the basic provisions ot Genera L
Assembly resolution 41/60 A. The new elements ot the dratt reflect the conviction
ot t ho sponsors that the Wor 1d Di sarmament Campa tyn and wor Ld publ IC opinion can

and should contr ibute ef fectively tO the holding and the posit ive outcome ot the
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third special session of the General Arsemhly devoted to disarmament. This is
reflected in the seventh preambular paragraph and paragraph 4 of the draft
resolution. In view of the paramount importance of the decisions for future
disarmament efforts which the forthcoming special session will make, the sponsors
of the draft deem it essential that in draft paragraph 4 the General Assembly
should invite all mass peace and disarmament movements tO expreve in an appropriate
form their demande, views and suggestions with respect to the tasks and specific
results of the semssion. In this connection, we propose that in draft paragraph 5
the General Assembly should renew its appeal to all Governments, when formulating
their policies in the field of disarmament, to take into account the will and
demande of the mass peace and disarmament movements, including the taska and goals
of the third special nession.

Given the urgent need for a favourable political atmosphere baaed on
confidence , publicity, openness and predictability in international affairs with a
view to achieving the ohiectives of disarmament, the provieione of paragraph 8 of
the draft renolution are of particular importance.

In conclusion, the sponsors express the hope that the draft resolutions will
‘
receive the widest possible support.

Mr. BUTLER (Australia) ¢ On behalf of the delegations of Austria,
Cameroon, Fiji, Finland, Iceland, Ireland, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Samoa,
sweden and Australia, T wish to introduce to the Committee the draft resolution
contained in document a/c.1/a42/L.9, entitled “Notification of nuclear teets".

We submitted a resolution on the same subjec* at last year’'s session of the
General Aasembly, the first such resolution ever considered by the Assembly. It
wae adopted on 3 December 1986 as resolution 41/59 N. That resolution called upon
the States conducting nuclear explosions ta provide the Secretary-General with

specific data on the explosions -~nducted by them.
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The draft resolution as submitted this year in document A/C.1/42/L.9 draws on
and absorbs the text of resolution 41/59 N adopted last year. This year's dratt
resolution .s designed to ensure that what was adopted in substance last year will

be implemented now and in the future.
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This year's draft resolution encompasses four simple steps. First, there is a
call upon all States to comply with resolution 41/59 N. Secondly, we urge all
States conducting nuclear explosions to provide to the Secretury-General within one
week of each nuclear explosion the data referred to in paragraph 1 of reaolutian
41/59 N - that is, data with respect to the nature, Size and location of the
explosion. Thirdly, we invite all other sStates to provide to the Secretary-General
any other such data on nuclear explosions as they may have availakla, Pourthly, we
ask tha Secretary-General to make this information immediately availahle to aly
Member States and to submit to the General Assembly annually a register of the
information provided on nuclear explosions during the preceding 12 months.

The draft resolution is a simple, proce™iral one. As | have already noted, it
draws on the substance Of the resolution adopted last year on the same subject.

The following points should be clear. The draft resolution provides for the
establishment of an interim mechanism, a mechanism through which nuclear tests
would he notified and information on them made available publicly until the day on
which we have a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty under which no tests would be
c\onducted in any environment at any time. In this sense it is an interim measure.
It is no sense deeiqned to replace the fundamental objective shared by 8o many of
us that we should have an end to all testing through the adoption of a
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty.

The draft resolution is simple. Last year’s draft resolution achieved a wide
meaeure of suppor t. It is our hope that the same will he true this year and that
it will he understood in the sense in which | have just, described it - as an
interim measure until the day on which we have a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban
treaty. It is a measure which will provide us with information that is reauired as

we move forward in practical work towards such a treaty, information that is
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largely available, but the collective publication of which would assist the
technical and political drive towards a comprehensive teat-ban treaty.

The delegations sponsoring the draft reeolution commend it to the wide support
of the Committee and the Assembly, on the ground that it will constitute an

important interim step towards the achievement of a compreneive nuclear-teat-ban

treaty.

Mr. PATUKALLIO (Finland) : | wish to introduce draft decision

A/C.1/42/L.36, under agenda item 66, “Review of the implementation of the
recommendations and decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its tenth special
session", entitled ' Verification”. Finland is joined as sponsor of the draft
decision by Bulgaria, Canada and Sweden.

The draft decision request.8 the Secretary-General to submit to the pisarmament
Commission at its next sesion a preliminary report on existing capabilities and
facilities within the United Nations Secretariat velevant to the establishment of a
computerized data base fou purposes of verification of compliance with
international arms limitation and disarmament agreements.

In the Finnish view, such a data base could assist Member States in verifying
Compliance with arms limitation and disarmament agreements to which they are
partiee. The data base could also Form a channel for the distribution of
conf idence-building information.

It yoee without sayiny that the role of a United Nations verification data
base would be essentially technical in nature. Political judgemento as to whether
a particular agreement is beiny complied with would obviously continue to rest with

the sovereign States concerned.
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The purpose of the draft decision is to facilitate further and more concrete
considerat ion by th~ Disarmament Commission of the idea of a United Nations
verification data base.

The Disarmament Commiasion has already accomplished valuahle work on this
subject at its 1987 session, as noted in the draft decision as well as in the
report of the Disarmament Commission (A/42/42). Under paragrioph 46, paragraph 11
of the report of the Working Group IV states that the Disarmament Commission agreed
that the unite’ .;ations should examine the possibility of compiling and managing
and verification data base. It is precisely in furtherance of this conclusion of
the Disarmament Commission, adopted by consensus, that the draft decision is
presented for action in the Committee.

May | also underline another importa.* pot.t: the draft decision has no
financial implicat ions fOor the United Natioas budget. The preliminary report
requested in the draft decision will be prepared by the Deptrtment of nisarmament
Affairs within existing resources.

On behalf of all the sponsors, rinlan:i is pleased to commend the draft
decision te the First Committee for its adoption without a vote.

Mr. NAZARKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian) : The Soviet delegation wi.nes tO state its attitude towards the draft
resolutions on the prevent 1on of an arm5 race in outer space. The Soviet. Union i s
a sponsor of one of the draft resolutions, a/c.1/42/1..14, in which we propose that
the General Assembly reauest the Conference on Disarmament to ce-establish an
ad hoC committee at the beginning of its 1988 session in Order to initiate without
delay neqot iat ions for the conclusion of an ayreement or agreements on the

preveat ion of an arms race in outer space in all its aspects. Our draft resolution
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is thus oriented towards an immediate start on active negotiations in the
Conference on Disarmament to conclude an agreement or agreements on the prevention
of an arms race in outer space.

Two other draft resolutions - A/C.1/42/L.20, submitted by China, and
A/C.1/42/L.43, aubmitted by members of the Non-Aligned Movement - are directed at
the same point. All three draft resolutions clearly state the need to establish an
ad hoc committee with a mandate to negotiate. We believe that this approach fully
reflects the urgent need to undertake negotiations in the Conterence on Disarmament

on preventing an arms race in outer space.
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In addition to thoee three draft. reaolutiona, the Committee has before it also
draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.11, submitted by a group of Western countriea. We feel
that draft resolution A/C.1/42/0..11 would tend to consolidate a situation in the
Conference on Disarmament in which the auestion of outer space would not move to
the stage of neqotiations. We do not agree with the arqumente put forward by
delegations emphasizing the auxiliary role of multilateral efforts to prevent an
arms race in outer space. Thoae delegations would urge that we do not rush, hut
rather wait for progreas in Soviet-United States negotiations. But here again we
feel that hilateral and multilateral efforts must work hand in hand to facilitate
one another and accelerate rather than slow down international diearmament efforts.

In its Ad Hoc Committee on the subject, the Conference on Disarmament has been
coneidering the auest ion of the prevention of an arms race in outer space since
1985 and has done a aood deal of useful work on that question. We feel that a good
foundiation has been laid at the Conference for practical, purposeful. work on the
prevention of an arms race in outer space. This year's report of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the prevention Of an arms raca in outer space recognizes that the
legal régime applicable tO outer space, as such, isa not euff icient to quarantee the
prevention of an a-ms race in outer space. The report recognizes the need to
consolidate and reinfoice that régime. Those conclusions were reached on the hasis
of two years of work. Taking account of the work that has heen done, the Ad Hoc
Committee saw fit to recommend that the Conference on Dinarmament re-establish the
Ad Hoc Committee on the prevention of an arms race in outer .pace wWith an adeauate
mandate at the beqinning of the 1988 session, taking into account allrelevant

factors, including the work of the Committee since 1985,
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That recommendation constitutes recognition that the Ad Hoc Committee has
succesnafully carried out. the WOrk entrusted to it. and that the Committee has in
fact fulfilled its previous mandate. In our view, it indicates the need to chanqgr
the Ad Hoc Committec's mandate so that the Committee an re-established at the
heginning of the 1388 session will be able to proceed to negotiations on the
prevention of an arms race in outer space.

We consider that the General Assembly can and should promote progress with
respect. to the prevention of an arms race in outer apace. It can do this by
stating clearly and unambiguously tha:. it favours multilateral. negotiations on a
specific agreement or agreemens.

Mr. PUNUNGWE (2 imbabwe) : Since this is my delegation’'s first statement
in this Committee, | should like to begin by congratulating you, Sir, on your
election to the chai. manship of this important Committee. My delegation IS
satisfied that under your able quidance our work will reach a fruitful conclusion.

The lasue of preventing a nuclear war is today at the r~refront of the
concerns of all citizen:. The prevention of nuclear war has been cailed the most.
urgent task of the present day, and the precondition for all other endeavours.
Needless to say, an important element In t.he prevention of nuclear war - indeed,
the only way we can quarantee that a nuclear war will Nnot occur - iS the complete
elimination of nuclear weapons. With that in mind, it becomes clear that
nuclear-disarmament negot iat ions are of the utmost importance.

In that reqgard, it ia evident that the nuclear-weapon st ates must play a ma ioi
role. Amonn the nuclear-weapon States, the two super-Powers bear a special
responsibi Lity for nuclear disarmament. We are glad to note that the auper -Power:
themselves arc in agreement with that view, as evidenced by their bilateral

nuclear-arms neqgot iat iona.
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However, we wish to inform them that the outcome of those negotiations 18 of
the utmost importance for humanity am a whole. While the choice to start or not to
start such a war rests with the nuclear-weapon Stateo, the consequences of their
choice would affect all of us,

At Harare, in September 1986, the leaders of non-aligned countriee stated that:

“the greatemt peril facing the world is the threat to the survival of humanity

pose”® by the existence of nuclear weapons. Since annihilation needs to happen

only once, removing the threat of nuclear catastrophe is not one issue among

many, but thu most acute and urgent task of the present day.” (A/41/657,

pp.23-24)

It is clear that the non-aligned countries dOo not accept tha eauation of
nuclear war with other kinds of war. They want it to be given its rightful place
a.8 a development thet could finish civilization as we know it. In their Appeal on
Disarmament, also issued at Harare in September 1986, the Heads of State or
Government of non-aligned countries, in an urgent appeal to
General-Secretary Gorbachev and Preaident Reagan, expressed the view that

“the alternative today is not between war [and) peace, hut between life and

death. Thie makes the etruqgle for peace and for the prevention of nuclear

war the principal task of our times." (p, 157)

The non-aligned leaders went on to say,

"We hope that this appeal will encourage your own efforts to go forward
to the meeting and reach conclusion8 which will take int0 account the best
intereats of the States and peoples of our planet Humanity must be saved
from the Bcourge of war. We must recognize our common destiny, and strive

with determination for a future of peace, digni ty, development and progress

for all.” (p. 159
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At their recent meeting here in Wow York, on 7 Octobar 1987, the Ministers - ud
Heads of Delegation of the Movement of Non-Alignod Counltries specifically en I
the Co-ordinating Bureau of the non-aligned countries with the tark of presenting
at the forty-second ® emaion of the General Assembly, on behalf of the non-aligned
countries, a draft vesolution calling upon the United Statue of America and the
Union oF Soviet - 1ist Republic6 to avail themselves of the present momentum and
to advance towar: ne achievement of agreements to halt and reverse the
nuclear-arms race.

It is in the light of thoae observations that the States members of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Counttier are @ ubmitting the draft resolution contained in
document A/C.1/42/L.10. The text recalls previous similar remolutiona, of 198% and
1986; it recalls the Harare Appeal on Disarmament addreaaed to tho two
super-Powers, which | have just mentioned, and the communiqu$ adopted by the
ministeras and heads of deiegation of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries in New
York On 7 October 1987.

The drnft reaolution expresses the conviction of the non-aligned countries
that the alternative in the nuclear age is not between war and peace, hut between
life and death, which maker the prevention of nuclear war the principal task of our
timea. The draft resolution alma expresses our conviction that international peace
and security can be enaured only through general and complete disarmament under

ef fect {ve international control, and that one of tho most urgent tarkr is to halt
and reverse the arms race and to undertake concrete meesures of disarmament,
part icularly nuclear diearmament. All there we regard as general sentiments with

which no serious person could have any difficultlee,
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In the draft resolution we also note that the United Statee of America and the
Union Of Soviet Socialist Republics reached an agreement in principle during the
meeting between Secretary of State George Schultz and Foreign Minister
Eduard Shevardnadte in washington on the elimination Of intermediate-range and
shorter-rangje missiles. Thia is a historical fact and the language used is from
the text of the ® groYmt,lt ivselt. Therefore, we do not envisage any delegation
having difficulty with it.

We also express our conviction that, in the interest. of mankind an a whole,
the United States of America and the Union of Soviat Socialist Republics, in their
bilateral nuclear-acme negotiations, should continue their andeavours with the
ultimate objective of achieving general and complcto diaarmament under effective
internati. nal control, Again, | point out that this is a genuine aspiration ->f

mankind as a whole and that the international community has indeed set itmelf the

yoal of general and complete disarmament.

In it8 operative part, the draft welcomes the Shultz-Shevardna+ze agreement.
| believe all peoples do the usame.

The draft resolution also calls upon the twO Governments concerned to
intenaify their efforts with the objective of achieving agreemente in other areas,
in particular the areas of strategic arms and a nuclear teet ban, as a matter of
urgency. | ahould like to point out that both arcas were mentioned in the
Washington talks and that indeeo a commitiient was made to achieve a 50 per cent

reduction in strategic arms and to begin nuclear-teet-ban negotiation8 betore

1 December 1987.

Finally, the draft invites the Governments ot the United State& of America and

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republice  keep the Conference on Disarmament duly
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informed of progress in their negotiations. That hardly needs justification. As
the 8ingle multilateral negotiating body on disarmament issues, the Conferonce on
Disarmament is more attuned to the needs of mankind as a whole. It is thur
essential that the Conferonce on Disarmament hava a role in a matter of ® uch
importance to humanity as a whole.

With thoee obeervationa | should like, on behalf of the group of non-aligned
countries, to comm.ad the dtaf t resolution contain.d in document A/C.1/42/L.10 tO
this Committee. It is our fervent hope that it will be possinle to have it adopted
by coneenoue. We are in touch with cther colleagues from other groups with regard
to this draft and sincerely hope that mutual accommodation will oe possible.

Mr. FAN Guoxiang (China) (interpretation from Chinese) t I speak today to

introduce draft resolutions A/C.1/42/L.21 and L. 18, which are entitled "Nuclea:
disarmament” and “Conventional disarmament®, respectively.

Undoubtedly, nuclear diearmament has always been the yrratest concern of the
peoples Of all countries and takes the higheat priority in the field of
disarmament. |aet year the Chinese deleya:ion submitted a draft resolution on
nuclaar disarmament which wan adopted by coneenaur by the General Assembly as
resolut ion 41/59 F. To facilitate the progress In nuclear disarmament, this year
my delegation has once again aubmittsd a draft resolution of the same nature
contained in document A/C. 1/42/L.21.

Resolution 41/59 F, adopted by the Genera) Assembly in 1986, reflects tne
common desire Of the international community that the two Stater which possess the
most important nuclear arsenals should be urged to discharge their special
responsibility and take the lead in halting the ..uclear-arms race. Thanks t O the
promotion py the peoples ot the world and the political willingness shown by the

Soviet union and the United States, certain initial positive sigi.s have appeared in
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the field of nuclear disarmament. A few daya ago the Soviet Union and the United
States declared that a bilateral summit meéeting would be neld on 7 December and
that a treaty on the elimination of all their medium-range missiles would be signed
on that occasion. Like all other countriag, China weicomes that development.

Once the Soviet-American agreemeut on the elimination of their intermediate
nuclear forces is implemented, it will constitute the first real reduction of
nuolear weapons since the end of the Second World War. Certainiy this has great
significance. We expect the promised treaty to be concluded and put into practice
au planned, in order to eliminate on a global ® osle all the intermediate-range and
ahorter-range missiles of the two countriee at the earliest possible date. On the
other hand, it should also be noted that thr intermediate nuclear forces of the
SBoviet Union and the United States account for only less than 5 per cent of their
huge nuclear arsenals.

In thair statements in this Committee, repreaentativee of many countries have
emphasised that the two major nuclear Powers should mako further efforts to achieve
a drastic reduction of nuclear weapons. Recently the leaders of the two countries
alro expressed their willingness to continue their negotiations on this crucial
;luue. To reach the goal of completec prohibition and thorough destruction of all
nuclear weapons, it is still imperative for the whole international community, and
the two major nuclear Powers in particular, to make unremitting efforts,
Proceeding from this consideration, my delegyation har once again submitted to this
Committee our draft rooolution on nuclear disarmament. '

The main thrust and basic content of this proposal is lIdentical to those of
resolution 41/59 F of last year. Bearing in mind the positive development in the
Soviet-American medium-range-mieaile negotiations, paragraph 1 of the operative

part Of last year's resolution, which reads
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"Expresses its deep concern that negotiations on nuclear disarmament
should yi el d concrete results at the earliest possible time",
has been adjusted accordingly. The new text of that parayraph is formulated in
line with the consenaue decision adopted on 21 October by the General Agsembly. In
addition, the word “further” har been added in paragraph 2 of the operative part.
Those are the only changes in this year's text.

I also wish to point out that the purpose of this Chinese draft is to reaffirm
the special responsibiliy of the two major nuclear Powers ana push forward the
whole process of nuclear disarmament. Although this draft resolution toucher upon
the recent development in tne Soviet-Amerian bilateral negotiations, it i8s not
confined to that iseue. Thin differentiates it from those draft reeolutione
entitled “Bilateral nuclear neyotiations"™.

1 am sure that draft resolution A/C.1/42/L.21 will still enjoy consensue
support from all delegations, thus once again reflecting the firm determination and
common aspiration of the whole international community for preventing nuclear war,
achieving nuclear diearmament and charting an effective approach towards nuclear
disarmament, in accordance with the real situation in the world.

Many repreeentativee have already talked about the importance and necessity of
conventional disarmament. In my statement made on 15 October in this Committee, I
also outlined some main points in this regard which | shall not repea-. However,
there is8 one more point worth mentioning here. As the Soviet-American negotiations
on intermediate nuclear forces have shown an optimistic prospect, the nuclear-
disarmament issue has attracted more and more attention. In spite of that, the
importance of conventional diearmament is being further emprasized rather than
neglected by the international community. After all, the relationship between
nuclear disarmament ana conventional disarmament i8 a mutually complementary onej

they promote each other and can only proceed hand in hand.
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This year saw the United Nations Disarmament Commission carry out for the
first time substantive deliberations on the issue of conventional disarmament.
Discussions there were conducted in a serious atmosphere. Many delegations,
including the Chinese delegation, put forward relevant working papers or iaeas.
All. these have marked a good beginning of the work. During the deliberations,
difterer tes were apparent in the positions of various sides. This, however, should
not he A rcaaon for alarm. How many years have the United States of America aad
the Soviet Union spent on their nuclear talks? And how many yenra have the East
and the west spent on their conventional disarmament negctiations? Now all the
countries in the world, which face different domestic and regional situations and
have different security interests, have gathered together to discuss conventional
disarmament. 1t would be unrealistic to expect an agreement to be reached
overnight. What is needed in dealing with conventional disarmament = a highly
<omplicated and very jmportant issue - is great patience and perseverence.

It is in line with this spirit that the Chinese delegation has once again
submitted a draft resolution entitled “Conventional disarmament” (A/C. 1/42/L. 1B).
'the General Assembly last year adopted by a great majority its resolution 41/59 G
on convent ional d isarmament . Draft resolution a/c.1/42/u.18 keeps intact the basic
principles affirmed by that resolution. In the new text only a few changes have
been made in the light of the present situation. First, the eighth parayraph of

the preambular part mentions the two resolutions on conventional disarmament

adopted by the General Assembly last year, as well as the discussions on this
matter conducted by the Disarmament Commission. This is purely a technical

change. Secondly , in operative paraqraph 3, two phrases have been added. One is
“through various forums”, and t.he other “particularly in Europe, which has the
largest concentration of arms and forces in the world”. The addition of tne phrase

"through var icus forums" iS based on the fact that the East and t.he West are
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currently exploring nore forums for conventional disarmnment negotiation O
digcussion, and that those European countries outside the two military alliances
shoul d have an opportunity to air their opinions on this issua. As to meking a
special reference to the European region, thereason is that, since the United
States and the Sovi et Union are moving towards an agreenent onthe reduction O
their internedi ate-range nucl ear forces (INF), the conventional disarmanment issue

i n Europe has become even nore outstanding and urgent. Representatives of many
European countries have expressed a sinmilar view in their recent statenents in this
Commi tt ee.

These are all the new changes in this draft resolution.

Li ke resol ution 41/59 G, draft resolution a/c.1/42/L.18 is still aimed at
pronoti ng theinteznational comunity's efforts to achi eve conventicnal
disarmanment. Taking into account the positions of all sides, it is balanced and
reasonable.  The Chinese del egation hopes that this draft will receive support from
all del egations.

In his statenment to the General Assembly on 23 Septenber, Chinese Foreign
M ni st er we Xuequian sai d:

"China hasnot only actively put forward its views and proposals on

di sarmament, but has also taken a series of concrete actions towards

di sarmanent ...". (A/42/PV.8, p. 42)

The Chinese delegation will co-operate with all other delegations in this Committee
and make our contributions.
The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Russian): | now call on the Secretary

of the Commttee.
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Mr. KHERADI (Secretary) : | ahould like to inform : he Committee that the
following countries have become sponsors of the following draft resolutions:
A/C. 1/42/1..41 = Ireland; A/C.2/42/L.44 - Romania and Uruguay; A/C.1/42/L.56 -
Uruguay; A/C. 1/42/L.58/Rev, 1 - the Federal Republic of Germany and Sri Lanka;
A/C.1/42/L.59 = Romania and Uruguay; A/C.1/42/L.61 - Australia; A/C.1/42/L.71 - Sr i

Lanka; A/C.1/42/L.75 - Guinea Bissau.

The meeting rose at 4.20~.




