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The meeting was called to order al 10.55 a.m.

AGENDA ['TkM 66
OBSERVANCE OF DISARMAMENT WEEK
The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): The First Committee ig
holding thie special meeting in observance of Diearmament Week, which began on
24 October 1987. In ao doing, we are conti-uing a tradition established by the
General Assembly at its first special session devoted to disarmament.

For me it i8 both a great honour and a great pleasure to welcome to the First
Committee Mr. Peter Florin, President of the General Assembly at its forty~second
session. Allow me to express, on behalf of the First Committee and on my own
behalf, our sincera congratulation8 on your election to the presidency of the
United Nations General Assembly at its forty-recond gession. This 18 a tribute to
your consummate diplomatic skill and to the great ® fiectivenesu with which you are
fulfilling the high zesponsibilities entrusted to you.

| also have the distinct honour and pleasure to welcome to the First Committee
Mr, Javier Perez de Cueller, Secretary-ueneral of the United Nationas. On behalf of
the First Committee and on my own behalf, | congratulate you on the effectiveness
and devotion which you have shown in carrying out your difficult taek ot promoting
peace and understanding among all peoples. Your unshakable commitment to the
noblest ideals are a guarantee of a promising future for the United Nations,

Disarmament Week offers us today an additional opportunity t- 8hare o
thoughtr on the gtate of the world in which we are liviny, but also and above all
to consider the future in the light of the progress under way in the area of
concern to us.

From the very first sessior. of the General Assembly the subject of disarmament
ham been the objact of constant attention by the United Nations, which wae created

"to save gucceading generations from the scourge ot war .
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(The Chairman)

In the Final Document Of the first ® pacial session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament the anniversary of the @® etablinhment of the United Nations
was proclaimed as tha day beginning the annual Disarmament Week, which i8 intended
to promote disarmament Yyoaia.

This year the improvement in the East-West dialoyue which we have been
following daily is of great help to us in this task. While last year the Reykjavik
meeting did not immediately and tangibly respond to the aspirations of many of us,
the spirit of Reykjavik did surviva and it allowed for an evolution of stunning
rapidity in the area of negotiations on disarmament between the United States of
America and the Soviet Union.

In this Organization the entire international community has constantly
expreased its ratirfaction at this development and its hope that it would finally
88® the conclusion oOf a treaty on the elimination Of intermediate and shorter-range
nuclear weapons, which w.ll, we hope, constitute a first step along the way to
bringing about a safer world, free from all nuclear weapons and from all weapons in
general.

Moreover, the international community was not gatisfied to play the role of g
spectator, merely taking note of the results of the discussions and meetings
between the two major Powers. The General Assembly did take action in thia area
and, in thia context, last Wednesday, 21 October, on the eve of the meeting in
Moscow between the United States Secretary of State, Mr. Shultz and the Soviet
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Shevardanadze, the General Assembly, upon the
recommendation of the First Committee, adopted without a vote a decision
encouraging the United Srates and the Soviet Union to conclude a treaty on
intermediate and shorter~range nuclear weapons, and also to continue equally
intense efforts to bring about the achievemen: of an agreement on a 50 per cent

reduction of their otrategic offensive weapons.
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The International community thpua showed itrn interest in contributing to the
unfolding of a bilateral negotiatrng process the positive effects of which could
not help but strengthen the multilateral disarmament process in all areas and to do

so both at the world level and at the regional anu subregional levels.
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I would recall that any undsrtakiny to strengthen world peace dnd security
cannot help but contribute to making the United Nations more effective {n fulfilling
its fundamental ideals. In this context | expreds my deep Jdesire to 8ee equivalent
progress achieved in the areas of conventional, chemicd and space weapons.

We know that the road to general and complete disarmament under effective
international control is long and aifficult. None the less, recent developments in
various areas encourage us to continue down it and to contribute positively to
preparations for the third special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament. The constructive results of the Stockholm Conference on Confidence-
and Security-Building Measures and Disarmament in surope, tollowed by the
oncouraginy conclusions reached at the Vienna follow-up meeting to the Conference
on Security and Co-operation in Eurcpej the rapis and remarkable progress achieved
this year in Geneva in negotiations on a convention for the comrlete banniny of all
chemical weaponsj) the success Of multilateral 1sm, marked by the unanimous adoption
of the Final Document of the recent International Conference on tho Relationship
Between Disarmament and Development; ana the prospect of seeing the United States
and the Soviet Union soon begin global, stage-by-stage negotiations on the
cessation of nuclear testing - all these factors, and yet othe. ,, allow us to be
full of hope at this time, as we commemorate Disarmament Week.

I now have the pleasure of callinyg upon the President of the General Asgsembly,
His Excellency Mr. Peter Florin, to address the rirst Committee.

Mr. FLORIN (President of the General Ass=wbly) (intorpretation from
Russian) : It iy a great honour and pleasure to address the First Committee at 1its
special meet ing on the occasion ot the ovvservance ot visarmament Week. buring my
lony-standing association with the work of the Unitad Nations I have always taken a

particular interest in the important work ot the First Committee in the vital
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fields of disarmament and international security, ® o it is a matter of gourse for

me to be with the Committee on this ocoaaion.

The first special acaaion devoted tO diaarmamrnt in 1979 in recommending tnr
holding of Disarmament Week, did e o0 with the aim of making the world public aware
of the increasing dangers of war and of gonerating wideapread public underatanding
and support for the objectives of arms [imitation and disarmament. Today, the
original aims of commemorating Diaarmament Week are more timely and televant than
ever because of the growing urgency of genuine disarmament measures for political,
economic, @ oological and other reaaona, and bacauae tha aurvival of mankind as a
whole is at stake.

Among the many iaauea that need to be reaolved through unrelenting efforts by
all States, the issuas of arms limitation and disatmament and the maintenance and
preaarvation of peace and security are of particular importance. These issues
continue to be ¢f utmoat concern to the international community. The neea to end
the arms race in both the conventional and the nuclear fields and to prevent its
expanaion into outer space is recognized as a global problem. The United Nations,
and in particular thia Committee, hay striven vigorously to find constructive
aolutiona to these pressing issues. The responsibilities of and the challenges to
the First Committee are growiny, and | am confident that under your leadership,
Mr. Chairman, the Committee will exhaust all pcssibilities to achieve underatanding
and agreement.

On the occasion of Disarmament Week we ahould rededicate ouruglves to our
common responsibility and commitment to enhance ths unique role of the United
Nations in preaerviny peace, ending the arms race and promotiny disarmament. In
doing so, we shall help to create goaditions for lasting and comprehensive
international security in accordance with the objectives of the Charter and the

 realities Of the nuclear and apace age.
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In the past weeks we have been witnessiny significant developments, in a turn
for the bettor in the internatic-al situation, which will certainly have a decisive
impact on the process of arm8 limitation and disarmament. Tha agreement reached,
in principle, between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic8 and the Unitra States
of Amerlca to conclude a treaty on the glob81 elimination of their
intermediate-range and shorter-range nuclear missiles open8 up 8 clear possibility
of achievin. measures for nucleat disarmament. It would involve for the first time
the destruction of nuclear weapons and would thus move towards the yoal of a world
without nuclear weapons. The importance of that agreement ha8 been strongly
underlined during the genaral debate, For this reason the decision adopted by the
General Agsembly on 21 October upon the recommendation of the First Committee was g
very timely ane. It reflected the aspirationa Of 811 p- -ples. The conclusion of a
treaty on the glimination of medium-tango nuclear missiles yt the present 8088. N
would indeed be & 8ignal to the world. The negotiations which have just taken
place in Moscow should give reason for hope.

It ia deairable that tha positive news that has reached us from Moscow help
intensify the work of the First Committee.! have to note, however, that the danger
of the extension of the arm8 raoce to oOuter space has not yet decreaseu; it is
still, like thr sword Of Damocles, hanging aver the head8 of mankind. It is to be
hoped that we cat: improve the situation through bilateral and multilateral efforts.

The rcad to agreement on arm8 limitation and disarmament certainly i8 not like
a four-—-lane highwayj) it rather appears to be a narrow and winding mountain path.

But when one reaches the mountain-top, the view should be beautiful.

The announcement by the 3oviet Union and the United States of their intention

to begin full-scale, gtage~by-stage negotiation8 on nuclear testing is another most

encouraging development which cQuld have a considerable impact on the process in

the multilateral field, in particular in the Conference on pisarmament.
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| share the view that progress in the bilateral negotiation@ will nave a
subetantial influence on the achievement of proyresa in multilateral negotiations.
Considerable hopes are also placed in the increasingly realistic prospects of the
conclusion of a convention on the world-wide prohibition of chemic.1 weapons. At
the game time efforts should be increased to bring about Progress in other fields,
in particular in the field of conventional disarmament and the implementation of
regional disarmament measurer.

Much has been gained in recent montne ana the momentum should not be lost.
Only a few weeks ag» the Internationai Conference on the Relationship between
Disarmament and Development successfully concluded its work. It emphasized the
need to put an end to the atms race . to f.oceed to disarmament na thus to release
additional resources for development purposes. What is necessary now i8 a sincere
effort by all countries toward8 the implementation of the Final Document adopted at
that Conference, in particvlar the programme of action.

The successful outcome of the Stockholm Conference on Confidence- and
Security-Euildiny Measures and Disarmament last year showed clearly tne possibility
of achieving agreements 1f the necessary political will prevails. Great hopes are
now being placed in the continuation of this process.

The issue of verification iS gaining more and more importance. It is well
understood that appropriate verification mechanisms will have to be established to
ensure the full implementation of disarmament agreements. Recent developments and
recent proposale Show that we should go forward in that direction, not backwards,
in order to eetablieh an atmorphere of confidence and trust. 1 fully endorse the
idea 9xpresged by the Secretary-General in his report to the forty-eecond gession
of the General Assembly regarding the signif icant contribution that the United
Nations could make in this area. What the world needs 48 more confidence, wider

disarmamont and strengthened common security.
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This Committee will again this year have to tackle a large number of important
issues during the coming weeks. In this connection, 1 call upon the Committee to
sustain this improved atmosphere, SO conducive to disarmament, and to step up its
effor*s to attain the important ob)ectives of disarmament.

At this session the General Assembly will have, among many issues, to decide
upon the date for the convening in 1988 of a third special csession of the General
Assembly devoted to disarinament. It is tO be hoped that such a special seasion
would reinforce the gonclusions of the Final Document Of the first special session
devoted to disarmament. In so doing it would strengthen its position as a
universal forum for a comprehensive dialogue on the basic issues Of our time and wue
able to reach agreement on the means nec\ 3sary for achieving real progress in arms
limitaticn and dirarmament.

| thank the Committee for its attention and wish it all the bes. in its
important work.

Ihe CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French): | call upon the
Secretary-General.

The SECRETARY-L&NERAJ, (interpretation from French) 1+ The observance of
Disarmament Week is as always an occasion for reflection and rededication =
reflection on the current state of disarmament negotiations and rededication of our
efforts towards the attainment of meaningful arms limitation and disarmament
measures.

While the proclamation of Disarmament Week was a product of the successtul
first special gesaion Of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, the years
that followed saw little or no progress in that field. pespite the terrible danger
for humanity posed by nuzlear weapons and the harmful effects of ever-growing
military exp.nditures, no reduction either in arms or in their lethal quality could

be agreed upon. During thoee years, therefore, it was in an atmosphere of deep
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concern and fcuetcation on the pact of an international community faced with an
apparent impasse in disa-mament negyotiations that Disarwament Week was often
observad.

This year developmenta in the various bilateral and multilateral forums for
disarmament negotiations provide a more positive backdrop for the observance of
Disarmament week. At the bilateral level the first disarmament agreement which
actually eliminates certain classes of nuclear weapons from the arsenals of the two
major Powers is likely to be siguad soon. While an agreement betwaen the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States on intermediate-range and
shorter-:ange weapons would redu.e the world'se nuclear arsenala by only a small
pr-centage, the policical significonce of such a move should not be
underestimated.  Such a step could pave =aue way for additional disarmament measucas
in other important €£is* . In this context | am particularly gratified to see the
bilateral announcement Of full-scale stage-by-stage neactiations on nuclear
testing, and also that effor:ts ace going forward to achieve a treaty on so per cent
reductions in strategic offensive weapons.

At ‘he Conference on 3isacmament at Geneva, as the negotiating parties have
resc 1tely applied themselves to eliminatii the remaining oostacles, hope nas
grown for the conclusion of a treaty banuing the production, stockpiling and use of
chemical weapons. Notwithstanding the complex work that remains to be done, there
is solid reason to expect agreement in the foreseeable future.

The positive resuits of the International Conference on the RrRelationahip
between Disarmament and Development also represent a significant achievement €or

multilatecalism, made possible by a pragmatic approach.
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The growing recognition that both overarmement and underdevelopment constitute
threats to international peace and security is a compelling factor for the vigorous
pursuit of undiminished security at lower levels of armament. Resourcea now
utilizea for arms could then be put to better use in addressing economic, social,
and humanitarian needs and thus oontribute to overall security.

These developments, taken together, reflect a more constructive approach
towards dirarmament. Despite these reaasuriny signs, however, we must still
realistically recognize ana seek to overcome the ever-present threat of nuclear
annihilation) the daily tragedy of the armed conflicta takiny place in various
parts of the worldjy and the unabated growth Of conventional weapons arsenals, with
the enormous squandering of badly needed rescurces that thia entails. These remain
a burden on the present and a threat to the future peace and security of tho world.

Bilateral disarmament weasures coupled with multilateral agreemento can
reinforce the Process of strengthening international peace and security. An
agreement between the twO major Powers On intermediate-range and s* rter-range
weapons would do much to improve the broader outlook for arms limitation any
disarmament negotiations. Pcogress towards a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty
and the prevention of an arms race in outer space would be especially siyniticant
and valuable achievements in enhancing international confidence. The forthcoming
third special session of the General assembiy devoted to disarmament to be held
shortly can, avter adequate preparation, constitute a catalyst for further progress
ard provide an opportunity to review the work of the United Nations in the
disarmament field. Thus, | am convinced that verification is one area in which the
United Natio.s could make a signiticant contribution in the future.

The international community has the task of seizing the momentum created by

the various positive developments of the past year and carrying it forward. The
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absence of polemics and the greater pragmatiem which have been evident iy arms
control deliberations in the recent past must continue to inspire ana guide our
actions, Substantial disarmament agreements are needed in the interest ot
development, security and peace. ‘here are opportunities fOr New ideas anu
innovative approaches to be applied. For our words and intentions to retain their
credibility, the time to act is now.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretat ion from French) ; | call on the representative
of Madagascar, Mr. Rakotondramboa, who will spesk on behalf of the Chairman of the
Group of African States.

Mr. RAKOTONDRAMBOA (Madagascar) (interpretation from French) : $ir, it 18

a great honour to express to you, on behalf of the Group of African states as d
whole, and of my delegation in particular, great pleasure at geeing you preside
over the work of the First Cormittee at the forty-second session of the General
Assembly.

In nominating you to this delicate post, the African group was wall aware ot
your capacity for work, your intnlligence, your experience and your skill as a
seasoned diplomat . By unanimously endorsing the choice of the Group to which you
belong, the international community has paid high tribute to you and to your great
country, %airz. The African eroup reiterates its confiaence Ln YOU and agsures You
of its full support. we would ask the other members of the Bureau to accept our
heartfelt congratulations and wish to assure them also of our fullest co-operation.

By proclaiming as "bisarmament week” the week beginning 24 October., the
anniversary of the founding of the United Nations, the tenth special session ot the
General Assembly could not better emphasize the central role and fundamental
respong!bility of our Organization in the fjeld of disarmament.

The United Nations remains, in fact, the appropriate torum to undertake joint

efforts aimed at bufldiny a world tree ot war, a butter world. And Lnh that
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context, the nagotliacions on disarmament are vital for all the peoples of the
world, which have the right to participate on an equal footing in those
negotiation4 wnen thoy affect thaeir national 44curity and an inherent right to
contribute Lo *%ite gyccesg of such negotiations. Bilateral 4nd multilateral
negotiations ON disarmament should benefit from each other’'s progress and should
complement each other rather than one hindering or precluding the other.

To inform, to educite and to ensure that the public at large understands
better and gives greater support to tne aims of the United Mations in the field of
disarmament are the three objective4 of the World Disarmament Campaign.

In that context, the Conferercs of Heads of State end Government of the
Organizat ion of African Unity, in it4 resolution AHG/Res.164 (XXIIl), adopted at
its twenty-third regular session in Addis Ababa, from 27 to 29 July 1487, requested
all States members of the Organization of African Unity to pay special attention to
the question of disarmament and to ensure that it in better understood by the
public through school and other educational programme4 undertaken in the context of
the Worid Disarmament Campaign.

In that same rgsolution, the leauers of tne African continent expressed their
gratitude to the Unjted ~Jations, in particular its Regional Centre for Peace and
Disarmament 1n Africa, for its invaluable co-operation in the eiaboration of: the
final version of the Lomé declaration and programme of action.

Inaugurated barely one year ago, the Reyional Centre for Peace and Disarwmament
in Africa, with headquarters in Lomé, Togo, i8 extremely active. However, its
financial difficulties jeopardize tne proper fuifulment ot its mandate and prompt
18 to extend to the international community the appeal of the Heads of State and
Government of the Oryanization ot African Unity for the provision of substantial

assistance.
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In this connection, we express our @ pprwiation to the Secretary-General for
convening this ® ftarnoon the f£ifth United Natiuna Pledging Conference for thr world

Disarmament Campaign, and We thank part and future contributor8 for their
generosity.

The year 1986 wa. coimemorated a 8 the Intarnational Year of Peace. A n
International Conference on the Relationship hetween Disarmamert and Development
was hold in Now York from 24 August to 11 September 1987, | ts outaomr was the
adoption ©f a final document by consensus. Next year, the third special session of
the General ..ssembly devoted tc disarmamunt is scheduled to be hewld. This shows

the vitality of multilateralism in the dyr.amics of peace.
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The threats created by the policy of oppression, aggression and
destabilization pursued by the raciat régime of Pretoria, added to its ar
capability, maintain a climate of permanent insecurity over the African continent
and compel the front-line States to divert to defence the very limited reaoures
they heed to promote their economic and social development.

Faced with the major problems of poverty, hunger, illiteracy, drought,
external debt and the slow pace of economic growth, Africa stand8 speechless at the
knowledge that nearly $1,000 billion are aunually spent throughout the world for
military purposes, whereas more than 860 million human beings are living below the
poverty  threehold.

May the future prove the Secretary-General of the United Nations correct when,
in hi8 address on 13 september 1987, On the occarion of the International Day of
Peace, he stated:

“There are hopeful signs that indicate a growing awareness that fewer woapona

and greater development may mean greater security. People at. perhaps

beginning to underetand that there can be neither stability nor balance in a

world where abundance coexists with hunger, Where freedom and dignity coexist

with  poverty.”

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation trom French) : The Secret ary-General hau
duties that oblige him to leave the Committee room at this time. Before he goes, |
ehould like to express to him, on behalf of the First Committee, our thanks and
gratitude for having taken the time to be present at thie opening cersmony in
ocosarvance Of Disarmament week.

The next speaker is the Permanent Representat ive of Turkey,

Ambassador Ilter Turkmen, Chairman of the Group ot Asian States.
Mr. TURKMEN (Turkey) : 1t jg an honour for me to address the First

Committee on behalf of the Group of Asian States on the ocrasion Of Disarmament



RM/7 A/C. L/42/PV. U
22

(Mr. Turkmen, Turkey)

Week. Today, as wa begin the commemoration, ft is fitting to recall that at the
first special gession Of the general Assembly devoted to gisarmament in 1978, the
Aaaembly decided to designate the week of 24 October, the anniversary of the
founding of the United Nations, as Disarmament week. Itg dual purpose is, on the
one hand, to create an ® tmosQhere conducive to progress towards disarmament and, on
the other hand, to increase public awareness of the dangers of the arms race.

For the part 9 years that Disarmament week has been obaerved, the arms race in
both the nuclear and the conventional fields has ¢ontinued unsbated. However , we
ahould note that world public opinion is conscious, more than evef before, of the
dangers inherent in the arms race and its3 auver#s conseyuences on the econoimnic and
social progress of all nations, and that its calls for disarmament are growiny
louder and more unified. The countries of tne Asian Group value hiyhly the eiforts
of the United Nation8 Cor dinarmament, including those made in the First Committee,
at the two spacial sessions Of the General Agsembly devoted tO disarmament, at tne
Conference on Disarmament at Geneva and in the United Nations . isarmament
Commission. We also believe that pigarmament Week is serving 4 useful purpose by
providing international public opinion with a forum where it can make itself felt
in the disarmament efforts within the United Nations framework.

This year the Observance of Disarmament week is taking place ay .inst a
background of some @ ncouraginy developments in the field of disarmament. The
finalisation of an agreement which is under way between the United States and the
Soviet Union on the ®  limlnatLon of their interwediate-ranye and shorter-range
missiles will be a particularly welcome development. Thia accord will mark for the
first time in nuclear history the elimination of an entire category Of nuclear
weapons, rather than setting ceilings for them, through tne global application of
the so-called double-zero option. It will contribute positively tO the stability

and security of Europe, as well as of Aeia. Nevertheless, the elimination of the
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intermediate-range and shorter-range missiles will reduce only a small portion of
the nuclear weapons of the two countries., ‘Therefore we garnestly hope that the
concluaion of the treaty on intermediate-range nuclear forces will be followed by
substantlal reductions in the category ct strategic nuclear arms.

The convening of the International Conference on the Relationship between
Disarmament and Development was, in nany respects, a turning point in our |ony and
determined efforts to deal with all aspects of that relationship. The Final
Document adopted by consensus by the Conference will provide the international
community with a viable framework for achieving ox dual objective of disarmament
and development in the years to come.

Ve have also witnessed progreas in some other f£ields during the courue oOf
1987. we note with ratiafaction the progress nade by the Conference on Disarmament
on a convention on the complete prohibition of chemical weapons. we should also
note in this connection the long-awaited announcement by the Soviet Union and the
United states that they were resuming their bilateral negotiationa on a
comprehensive ban on nuclear testing.

The developments of the past 9 year s have confirmed and hignlighted the
validity of the principles and goals set forth in the Final Document of the £irst
special sesaion Of the General Assempo.y devoted tO disarmasment. Ag we are now in
the process of preparing for the third special session devoted to disarmament, it
is high time for all of us to reflect on those principles and on how to further our
common cause for general and complete disarmament.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French) t+ 1now call upon the Permament
Representative of Hungary, Mr. Ferenc Esztergalyus, Who will make a statement as

Chairman of the Group of Eastern European States.
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Mr. &S2TERGALYOS (Hungary)i Tuday, as we observe Disarmament Week, I

have the honour and pleasure of speckiny as Chairman of the Group of Hastern
European States.

The observance of Disarmament Week affords all of us the opportunity to
reflect on thr mort basic aspirations of mankind, which are peace, disarmament and
security, and on how the international commnunity has gtriven to achieve those goall.

NOow we are pleased tO see that new attitudes have emerged, bringing new life
to the long-eterilo disarimament scene, For the first time tiere appears to be a
good prospect for a net reduction in nuclear weapons. The agreement in principle
between the USSR and tne United States on tha elimination of intermediate-range
nuclear missiles oan ® ncouraga progrese in other negotiations, including those on
nuclear and rpace weapons, and can «ive impetus to other disarwawment negotiations
now in progresi. Moreover, it can bo deen as constituting a first atop towards the
goal of eliminating all nuclear weapons. The same ideas warwe algo expressed by the
Secretary-General in his annual report.

An agreement between the two ¢razt Powers on 50 per cent cuts in strategic
offensive weapons and on gtrict compliance with the 1978 Treaty on the Limitation
of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systeme would iy major steps towards strengthening
strategic stability. Here too, the Reykiavik cummit meeting last year laid the
groundwork for bringing closer together positions that still difter on several
issues. The range Of problems that contiiue to impede the eucceseful conclusion of
the multilateral negotiations that have been yoing on for over 10 years on the
complate prohibition and destruction of chemical weapons is also being reduced, and

that work should be concluded a8 soon asg posusiblc.
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In our view, noching could juatify efforta to downgrade the role of
multilateral diaarmamont forumsj on the contrary, the United Nations and all other
multilataral negotiating bodies = ba they of a global or a regional charactor «
still hava considerable possibilities yat to be explored and a great potential yet
to be mobilieed for implamanting thr noble objectivaa and principles of the
Charter. ToO avert and eliminate the danger of a nuclear aateatrophe, to halt the
arms xace and adopt @ ffeative diuarmamant measures are tasks for nation8 and for
tha international community, taaka in the eolution of which tha United Nations and
its agancier e hould take more initiative and play a more active and pionaaring
role. We must all, jointly, meek ways and means of bringing about a solution. An
excellent opportunity for thia will be providrd by the forthaoming third ®  pocial
® caaon of the General Aaaembly devoted to diaarmament. That ® paaial aaaaion
should map the OO to @  aaurity through disarmament.

Events of recent years have reinforced tha aonclueron that national and
international @ oaurity uan NO longer be aeparated and that neither can be preserved
in a laating way to the detriment of, or in subordination to, the other. Given the
realities of our age, no one country can rely exclusively on military-technical
mean8 for guaranteeing its security. This can be achieved only through political
means and joint actions. The crration of a new structure of arcurity policies
prrauppoaca the active particiation of all States, whatever their size, political
and social ® yaema In our day and aye it. is impossible tO remove ihs threats to
common gacurity except by comprehensive managument of the various problews, Whether
they emerge ®  eparately or together in the political, military, economic,
ecological, human rights and humanitarian fields.

Last year the General Aasembly adopted resolution 41/86 D, in the operative
part of which it, _inter alia, requested Government8 to continue to inform the

Secretary-General Of activities undertaken to promote the objectives of Disarmament
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Week. | am pleased to report that the countries of the Group of Eastern European
States are in compliance with the aforementioned resolution. we are also satisfied
that Disarmament week is widely observed at United Nations Headquarter8 and
elsewhere in the world by the organisations of the United Nations system. The
Department for Disarmament Affairs and the Department of Public Information have
endeavoured to invo. '¢ a8 many segments of the public as possible in the obser sance
of Disarmament Week. The network of United Naticne Information Centres plays an
essential role in atimulating and supporting activities undertaken by concerned
conetituenoies around the world.

The events of Disarmament Week organized in the countries for which | speak
have contributed effectively to acquainting broad segments of public opinion with
questiona of international peace and security and of disarmament, to a fuller
development of related activities by the general public, and to a nmanifestation of
mass support for increasing the role of the United Nations in this field.

The CHAI RVAN (interpretation from French) : | call on
Mr. Lloydstone Jacobs, the Permanent Reprcsentative of Antigua and Barbuda and
Chairman of the Group of Latin American States.

Mr. JACOBS (Antigua and Barbuda): | wisn tO express the sgentirents of
the Latin American and Caribbean Group in resognizing your distinct qualifications,
Sir, as Chairman of the First Committee. | am sure that your country, Zaire, is
proud of your contribution towardr making this world in whioh we Live a more
peaceful and equitable place.

Latin America and the Caribbean wish to plz<e on record the fact that we
welcome the progress in the Geneva talks on reducing intermediate-range nuclear
weapons, but we gtregs that for us the progress made at Geneva lo only a very small

first step.
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As representatives are aware, in Latin Amorioa and the Caribbean a number of
Our countries hag declared OUr region a szone free of nuclear arma. e feel a great
deal safer because Of the abarnor of ® uoh weapons in our territory and we consider
it unlikely that others will feel the naad to employ auoh weapons against ua. We
have No hoaitation in commending our Treaty for the consideration of other regions
of the world as a poaaibla model.

At the Geneva talks the agreement to reduce intermediate-range nuclear weapons
must Not be regarded as a major 8 uccess, Tha partioipanta in thoar talks should
view their prograaa thua far merely as a mrana of opening tha door to agreement on
significant reductions in ® tratogic nuclear arms in order to prevent an arms race
in outer gpace and to terminate it on Earth.

| naad not reiterate here the fears of the world, but | would be remiss if |
did not draw attention to the increasing oonoarna of large number8 of people in
Europa and North Amorioa for their continued survival in a oontoxt of nuclear
missiles pointed at the heart of their ® XIXSeSMOOE Thia fear is engendered by the
two supnr-Powsrs and thei. allies, which operate in an ® tmw?hec* in which the
buildup of nuclear weapons is seen as a deterrent to nuclear war. The argument
appears tO be that as long us neither aide has ® upariority in weapons neither side
will initiate a confilict. But the argument is based more on calculated risk than
on compelling logic, and the danger with taking riaka is that they are subject to
fallure, It is e uoh failure that is e anaod by those who protest the continued
buildup of nuclear rrma.

The only sure deterrent to a nuclear war is the abandonment Of nuclear
weapons. While we cannot hope for this, we can at least ul the ceaaation of
their production and a massive reduction in their deployment,

We in Latin America and the Caribbean glso welcome the recent agreement

between the United States of America ana the Soviet Union to ente: into
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negotiationg With a view to agreeing on effective verification measures which would
make it possible to ratify tha 1974 Treaty on tne Limitation of Underground Nuclear
Weapons Tests and the 1976 Treaty on Underground Nuclear Explosions for Peaceful
Purposes. We particularly welcome their aeclared intention to negotiate further
Limitations on nuclear testing.
If no other message goes home to the uUnited gtates of America and the Soviet

Union fruan this week of delibsrations on disarmament, thay should hear that the
world wishes tO see an immediate halt to the testing of nuclear weapons and the

achievement of a negot.ated and verifiable comprehens.ve teat-ban treaty.
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Most of the world stands on the gide;ines of the negotiations on disarmament.

We are spectators rather than actors in the drama of discussions. We are
spectators because, happily, we do not possess nuclear weaponm. Byt our
non-poeeession of ouch weapons should not dispossess us of a voice in their
limitation. For the use of nuclear weapons will be no less catastrophic for us
than for th.lr possessors, Nuclear ware cannot be limitedy nor can their
consequences bypass thuse who were not partizipants in their promotion.

Thus, while we in Latin America and the Caribbean sit at no table in Geneva
aud have no say in the negotiations on reducing nuclear weapons and halting their
testing, we urge those who do to take account @t our deep concern that the world be
made safe and secure through effective and verifiable disarmament.

Tha CHAIRMAN (interpretation from French) 1 | now call on the
representative of Italy, Mr. Aldo Pugliese, who will speak on behalf of the
Chairman of the Group of Western European ang Other States.

Mr. PUGLIESE (Italy) y+ | am honoured to address the First Committee ON
behalf of the Group Of Western European and Other States on tho occasion of the
observance of Disarmament Week. It is a particular privilege for me to do go at a
time when encoueaginy signs aro emeryging from the bilateral negotiations betwesn
the United States and the Soviet Union on the reduction of nuclear arms and from
their understanding to seek progress on a number of other major disarmament issues.

The last 12 months have been marked by eignificant achievements at various
levels in the field of arms control and disarmament. The positive cutcome Of the
Stockholm Conference on Confidence~ and Security-Building Measures and bisarmament
in Europe has stimulated the dialogue ON gecurity and disarmament between past uad
West. Developments such as the acceleration of the talks between the United states

and the Soviet Union and the current discussion in Vienna on a mandate tor alks
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on conventional stability in the whole of Eurcpe, as well as the progress achieved
in tha negotiations on a global ban on chemical weapons, further streanythen theg
positive trends characterizing the present international situation. It i# to be
hoped that these developments will rapi lead to balanced and verifiable
disarmament agreements and thu8 contribute to strengthening international peace and
gecurity all over the world.

The observance of Disarmament Week is a major opportunity for ail ot yg to
consider effective ways to ® nhanne the contral role of the United Nation8 in the
field of disarmament and in support of ongoing disarmament negotiations. It is
algo an opportunity to increase public awareness of these problems, with the
purpose of creating an atmosphere that could prumote concrete proygrass in exietiny
negotiations.

The States member8 of the Group of Western European and Other States rem in
committed to looking constructively at all possibilities for promoting progress
towards diracmament agreement8 in condition8 that strengthen gecurity and stability
and therefore contribute to safeguarding international peace.

It i8 in that spirit that today we participate in the observance of
Disarmament Week.

The CHAIRMAN (interpretation from Frenoh) 1 The Pirst Committee has thus
come to the end of this meeting devoted to the ob “vance of Disarmament Week.

On behalf of the Committee, | wish onae again to thank the Secretary-ueneral
end the President of the General Assembly for honouring and enhancing by their

presence chis first meeting opening the observance of Lisarmament Week.

Thr meeting rose at 11.55 Z.m.




