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The  meeting waa aallrd ta order at 3.35 p.m.

AQNNDA  ITEMS  46  T O  6 9  (aontinued)

QENgRAL DNBATE  ON ALL DISAl#lMENT  ITBMB

Mr. ImjJII&  ( S p a i n )  (intrrpretation  from  Ypanibh)  I Am  i am apeaking  t o d a y

for the firet  t ime in tha  Firat Committee,  Mr.  Chai rman , I l hould like to expreaa

the ratirfaation  of my delegation at your elrctian. Your ample experienou  and deep

knowledge OC the itama  on our agenda will ba ol  great importance for the auaaeaa Of

our work. I ala0 aonyrrtulata the otlLiarr*  of the Committee.

Laat week the repreaantative of Denmark  nadr  a statement on behalf Of the 12

member State8 of t.he European Community, inaluuing Spain, in which he pointed out

that the  work  of the First  Committee cannot bo  viewed in  isolat ion from the qeneeal

l volUtiOn Of intern@tiol~al  relation8 and, in particular, Eaet-West  relations.

Thia l volution aaata a ray of hope on our work. On many aacaaiona, Member

State8  have regret ted thnt,  despite intanae efforta at dialogue and negotiat ion and

the l xiatenae of varioua bodies  devoted to diaarmament ,  the rrma race not only haa

not been halted,  muah  leaa revecaed,  but has continued ita irrational  and alarmrng

aour  l e . Our critiairm  ia not concentrated 80  much an the l truatural or

institutional  daticienciea  that have prevented progreaa  toward8 oiaarmnment  a6  on

the lack  of the polit ical  wil l  to  achieve i t  on the part  of  Staten,  above  a l l

Statar  with yreater  reaponaibility  in this  f ie ld.

Howevar, on thfr  ocaaaion, dt the beqirlning  of our work in thia Committee, we

can for tha firat  time in many year8 welcome a new spirit  in the approach to

t
diaarmament which ia axamplifird  by the latest developmonta  in the bilateral

neQOtiatiOns between  the United State8  and the Yovlut  Union. Our optimism hae to

be uautioua,  but we cannot fail to atreaa that what haa  until now beon a ferventr
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but unfortunrtaly unfulfill8d, wirn of tha intorn8tionrl aomnunity  could ~811 tod8y

be  (L  ray  of hop8 bared more on the rtrrngth  of rearon  than on Inor8  illurion. It i8

th8 hog8 that before  the  rnd Of thi8 yrar  th8r8 aould b8  an unprec8dontad  l gr88m8nt

of hirrtoria  8ignifiCanC8 t0 8liminat8 cartrin c4t8gori88  of nucl8rr wecrpon8. It

will b8  th8 fir8t di88rMm8nL  8gr88mrnt, in tha 8triCt88t  88n88,  that ha8 l V8r b8an

Whi8V8d.
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We are oonvinoed that if thie agreement  I8 rewhed,  all the oonditione will be

in plaOe fOC other@  to follow, l inae an extremely important peychologica!.  barrier

will have been broken and romething  that l eemed Utopian will have been proved -

that  i t  IS poraible  to reduoe , and to reduoe dreetioa:ly,  nuolear weapon8 through

negotiatione. Moreover, thie oould be aahieved  without reducing eeourity  - we

believe, on the contrary, that eeourity would be enhanced at higher levels  of

confidenoe  - and without invalidating military dootrinem , which have 80 often been

mirured  as an l xOuLe for a concept of recurity  baned  on the qualitative and

quantitative development of l rmamente.

certainly, tire  el iminat ion of  intermediate nuoAear Heapone would be the most

outstanding result of the agreement in principle reached laet month between the

United State8 of America and the Soviet Union , but i t  would not be the only one.

Following a poritive  evolution already vieible  in the pant few months, we hope to

l ee coneiderable  progreee in an area we deem l eeenttal for the credibility  of any

diearmament agreement - verification.

The agreement8 tnrt will be aigned in due oouree  for the elimination of

intermediate-range nuolear weapon8  will certainly inolude  the neoeeeary provisions

to guarantee their rempeat by both partiee  through veri f icat ion teohniquee,

including on-cite  inepection,  which, if agreed ,  w i l l  be evidence  of a cleat will  to

make that respect ncC only teal  but aleo  visible and verifiable. My Government has

repeatedly cal led attention to it8 convict ion that diearmament  agreement8 must

include appropriate verification  provieionr  if they are to be at all effective and

long-lamting  . bneequently,  we welcome this positive  approach to the iaeue.

My delagation  a.leo  conoidere  that this  new climate should be f;irr.her  developed

and otrengthened  through the rignature , aa  soon as possible, ot an agreement to

reduce strategic  nuclear weapon8 by 50 per cent.
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Another positive outcome that we welcome is the joint Soviet-Aaerican

communiqu6  of 17 Ljeptecber  on the readinesu of both partiee  to explore in the near

future practical waye  to achieve  the ceeration of  nuclear tests .  Spain,  which i8  a

party to the partial  tes t -ban Treaty , has  alwayr conrridered  that the conclus ion of

a treaty banning all tests ,  while  not  a subat i tu to for efforts to reduce existing

nuclear arsenals, is an important step in their elimination. Coneequrntly, my

Government expresses its sateifaction with this new - albeit l’mitad  - impetus to a

subject  i t  cons iders  of the utmost  importance.

Togethc with its expl  resion*of  satisfaction at the developments to which J

have referred, my delegation would nevertheless like to reiterate ite conviction

that nuclear and conventional disarmament are not aeparatt questions. 0LIr

objective should be general  and complete disarmament. In the meantime,  peace will

be preserved only i f  there is a balance in the arms arsenals of the differen:.

Statee to cio away with any temptotior to agyrsseion.

We shall not be able to build a safer world only by elini-rtiqg  nuclear

weapons. We recoqnize the importance of an agreement  that  could ba reached to that

end,  but effcrts  in  that  d i rect ion should not deter a parallel  process in the area

of conventional disarmament, which must be followed with the same intensity and

determination at both the ylobai and the regional levels. Spain is fully committed

irr that  sense to  the efforts being carrieo  out in Surope, built .pon tne

encouraging results of the Stockholm Conference on confidence-building on the

cont inent ,  wi th in the f ramework of the Conference on Security  and  Co-operation In

Europe (CSCE)  to establish the basis for negotiation on conventional stability at

lower levels of forces.

In the framework of the United Nations  itself, we hope that at its coming

session the United Nations Disarmament Commission will continue it8 consideration

in depth of the question of conventional diearmamcnt.,  and we are confident that it

wi l l  make progress .
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If we do not at the moment have sound reasons to be optimistic in regard to

conventional disarmament, we note with satisfaction the important progress made in

the Conference on Disarma%enc  regarding the drafting of a convention on the

prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of all chemical weapons

and their destruction, The evidence of their past as well as their present user  in

Violation of the Geneva Protocol of 1925, reinforces the need to conclude such a

convention.

In view of the present course of negotiations , we hope that the difficulties

still outstanding ou articulating a safe , efficient and rapid system of

Verification can be overcome without delay and that a solution can  be found for the

other specific guestions  still  pending - concerning, inter alia, the declaration of

stockpiles, the order of their elimination and the application of sanctions in

casee  of violation.

Spain, which neither possesses nor wishes to possess chemical weapons, is open

in all these areas to flexible formulations which will make it possible to achieve

COnSenSus  on the elimination of these weapons of mass destruction, while at the

same time snsuring  the necessary strict compliance with the Convention. As our

objective is the complete elimination of those weapons, we view with concern

certain proposals that would result in the acceptance of a temporary chemical

rearmament in order to reach a balance that does not exist today.

In the past few weeks, the Spanish Parliament has concluded the process of

aEWQVa1  that will permit my country to deposit in the near future its instruments

uf accession ta the Treaty an  the Won-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons INPT).

Spain will thus legally confirm a de facto renunciation of nuclear weapons and will

at the same time formally sanction in the international sphere the decision

apptQVed  by the Spanish people in a referendum last year to prohibit tne

installation, stackpiling  and introduction of nuclear weapons on Spanish



SK/S A/C. 1/42/PV.  15
g-la

(MT. Ibaflez,  Spain)

ter c itory. We coneider  this  decision an important contribution to strengthening

t h e  non-prol/feration  r&gime.

My delegation fully shares the conci>:cn  of the international conlnunity  about a

posrible  extension of the arms race to outer space. it is imperative that the

military usa of outer apace remain restricted to stabilizing  functions aurn as the

objective c9ervation  of the data required to verify compliance with commitment8

undertaken in the f ieldo  of confidence-bullring  measures,  arms limitation and

disarmament, and the prevention of acts of aggreseion. In this connection, we hope

that th* bilateral negotiations between the two super-Powers will rer,ult  in

formulas to implement their declared commitment to prevent an arme race in outer

apace and that the parallel wo k CC  the Ad Hoc Committee of the Conference on

Diearmement will soon yield tangible reeultr. In the meantime, we remain convinced

of the importance of strict respect for the present terms of the ABM Treaty.

The Spanish delegation is satirfied  with the results of the International

Conference on the Relationship between Diearmament and Development. Tne

participating countries have demonstrated net only a considerable  disposition to

dialogue but also a remarkable will to compromise. This has resulted in a final

document that fulfils the objective of launching a necessary and suitable process

of Coliectiva  anslyeis  of the relationship between two important topic8  of: our time

in this multilateral forum of the United Nations

WC are convinced that in the future this will be one ot the most important

topics on our agenda. The Conference held recently in New Yor4 hae in our Opinion

established a suitable baais  for continuing the review of these problems and has

laid down the fundamental elements that will direct action by Governments in thie

f ie ld .



W6 A/C. l/42/W.  1’5
i l

(Mr. Ibaflez,  Spain)

In a few months’ time we ehall  face another important challenge when we meet

at the third special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament. We

hope that  the came  conotructive  rpiclt  as  pres ided over  the Internat ional

Conference on the Relationship betwabn Disarmament and Dsvelopnert,  together with

what we expect will be C~ourablr  cmditionr  on the international scene,  will

enable the rpecial  session to produce the positive results we desire. My

delegation ha6 given its views cn the draft agenda, which we would like to be

realistic and, at  the same t ine,  far -reaching,  and has expressed ita oonviction

that the best way to contribute to the session’s success will be for Member States

to concentrate their efforts towards the future, buildinq  on the consensus reached

in the Final Document of the first spec  al session.

I should like to oonclude with a  reference to  that deairsblc  consensus.  In

the last few years we have repeatedly insisted that the authority of the First

Committee does not rest on the number of resolutions apprmed. I believe Ihat we

have exceeded the reasonable limit of texts that we can absorb and study with the

necessary seriousness, while, at the same time, no effort has been made t.o enlarge

the nuder  of Metier  States approving them. We need to be moderate in number ad

generous in compromise in order to make consensus the corner-stone of the Commi  tt.ee

and the guacant.ee  of the prestige of the Ihrited  Nations  in the field Of

disarmament, in which we wish to see it play a centrai  role. The delegation of

Spain will be inspiiad in ita work by that principle.

Mr*  KOS’IW  (Bulgaria), As I have already mentioned in presenting the

report of the Disarmament CornmiSSion, the majority of delegations view  the last

SessiOn  Of the Commission a8 having been successful ,  although it  failed to achieve

the desired progress cn all agenda i terns. The session demonstrated that the

Disarmament CommiSsion  is gradually  finding its place as a broadly representative

organ in the disarmament m5chaniem  of the united  Nations, with ample opportunities
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for maintaining contacts, exchanging views on major issues and exerting influence

on the entire process of disarmament discussions and neqotiations. The work done

at the last session of the Commission has acquired particular importance in view of

the frrthcoming  third special session o f  the General Assetily  devoted to

disarmament.

I would like to dwell in greater detail on two of the items on the

Commission’s agenda to which Bulgaria devotes particular attention, namely, naval

disarmament and verification,

The curbing o f  the naval arms race, the limitation and reduction of naval

armaments and the extension of confidence-building measures to the seas and ocea;.s

constitute  a relatively new area in the L:for  t s  of the international conrnunity  in

the field o f  disarmar,ent. The inclusion of  that item in the agenda of  the General

Assembly  and the Disarmament Conmnission  reflects the growing concern of the

majority of Metier States that the furthsr build-up and intensification of naval

activities andanger  international peace and security, upset stability on a global

scale and within individual regions , and may lead to the escalation and widening of

existing conflicts. In this  connection  I would like to express our concdrn  over

the increased foreign nwa? presence in the Persi&n  Gulf, which heightens tenSiOn

and ViOlate  the provisions of Security CouncLl  resolution 596  (1987))  which calls

upon all States  to refrain from interferinq in that  region.

Recent naval developrents  have put  the curbing of  the naval  arms  race  in the

forefront o f  efforts to eliminate the military threat.  The world’s seas and oceans

are increasingly being transformed into a major arena for the nuclear-arms race,

where over 13,000 nuclear warheads have been deployed and missiles and other

nuclear-weapon delivery vehicles are being flight tested. The intensified naval

presence in various regions and the ambigntties  concerning the presence of nuclear
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armc  ahodrd  naval ehipe  and euhmarines  are fraught with the danqer OA provokinq

incidents at sea and of the outbreak of a oonfllct  of unpredictable consequences,

Another source of danger in the a tra teglc plans that apply  the  doctrine of

nuclear  deterrence to the world’s seas and oceans , as well as ulo  naval armaments

designed to implement those plans. The deployment of offensive counter-force

weapons at sea, the strategy designed to hole up enemy naval forces destined for

destruction, the anti-submarine-warfare plane, the build-up of pwerLu1

aircraft-carri6r  task  forces and .neir  constant  preeence  around the globe, the

rntahLishmnst  of a world-wide network of naval bases  - in short,  the whole ambition

to transform the world’s SCM  and oceana  into a apringboard for nuclear deterrence

b~k one which can a lso be  used for launchin?  a  nuclear  f irst  st.rike - are al.1  a

reflection of the position-of-strenqth approach to international affairs.  We

therefore find it etirential,  with a view to achieving the denuclearisation of the

world’s seas and oceans, to consider and adopt measures to curb and reverse these

dangerous trends in the build-up  of naval fo.ces and armaments.

T;re  People’s Republic of Bulyaria is of the view that i f  the Boviet  Union and

the United StateR,  a s  well a s  the other  countries parties to the Warsaw Treaty  or

memxs  of the Worth Atlantic Treaty Cryanlzation  (NATO), would compare and

co-ordinate  the basic  tenets of their military doctrines, and iE the two sides

would accept mutual security as the basis for their relations and agree upon i t s

principles - first of all, the important principle of the non-first-use of nucl**r

weapons - it  would be possible, as a  f i rst  s t e p , to eliminate certain types of

naval armaments,  l imi t  certain missions of naval vessels armed with nuclear weapons

and gradually proceed to a position in which they had only non-nuclear arms

required tar  defence needs, on a  bas is  of reasonable  sufficiency, and to  a more

balanced composition of naval forces at  sea , khe demilitarizatinn  of cer taln sea

and ocean areas and, thus, the establishment of a natural buffer zone among States.
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The  Bulgarian del,,dtion  fully shares  the concern expressed by many States

over the geographic spread of nuclear arms t.o sea8  and oceans. In this connection

we support the proposal not to deploy nuclear weapons in and to v i  thdraw such

weapons from certain oceans and sea  areas. Thin aspect  of the problem of naval

arms is int,icately  l.inked  to the efforts  to establish nuclaar-weapon-free  zon  3a1

in ocean and sea areas, aronq  others. Bulgaria, which i s  an at lent advocate  af  the

idea of establlshinq  nuclear-weapon-free zones in various parts of the world,

welcomes the entry into force of the Rarotonqa Treaty, which  creaks  such (1 zone in

the South Pacific, and hopes that, like the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic

of China, the other nuclear-weapon Powers will aiqn the relevant protocols tr)  that

Treaty. We also fully supl,ort  the idea oE transforminq  the South Pacific into ‘1

anne of peace and co-operation , as called Ear  by the General Assembly. Al. so

deservinq of consideration is the readiness  of the Soviet IJnion to provide

quarantees  for the nuclear-weapon-free status of the Saltic  Sea wi th in  the context

of A future nuclc*r-weapon-free zone in northern Europe. It i s -00  our  v iew  tha t

this reliable functioning of present and future nuclear-weapon-free zones would bc

greatly facilitated if the nuclear-weapon Power:,  would start to qive  notif ication

of the absence  of nuclear arms from their vessels within such zones.

What is particularly w!?rryinq is  the deployment of cru ise  miss i les  a t  seaa

which has v,:.  nrd a new, uncontrollable  anpect  of  the nuclear-arms race. A t  a  time

.+hen  the wor ld  is wrJlcominq  the tentat ive aqreement  in  principle between the Soviet

Union and the IJnited  St:  tes to eliminate medium-ranqe and shorter-ranqe missiles,

we cannot but take note of the aspirations of those in certain  circles to replar**

the missiles to be eliminated with sea-hased  cru ise  miss i les .
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I t  i s  obvioue that a nuclear war  cannot  remain  confined to the sea  alone.

Therefore, it ie our view that any negotiat ions should include tactical  nuclear

weapons based at ma, the possible use of which, in  an armed conflict or as a

result  Of miscalculat ion,  might lead to the outbreak of a l l -ou t  nuc lea r  war ,  A

number of Member States have made this  point time and again in their StatQmehts-

The  adoption of certain  measures on a regional scale would nave Y  major impact

on the stre,lgthening  of peace and the  prevention of conflict situatione. They are,

for example, the reduction of  naval  f leet activit ies in  the Pacific Ocean,

including l imiting the patrol  areas of  Soviet and American naval vesse ls  w i th

nuclear  weapons on board to as iat away from the shores of other countr ies as to

have those countr ies  outside the reach of  their nuclear weapons, the limitation and

prohibition of ant i -submar ine  warfare  in  cer ta in  ocean and sea areas,  a  limi;a+icn

on the number and l eve l  o f  n a v a l  fleet  act iv i t ies  of  any non-littoral State in the

Indian Ocean and the withdrawal  of the naval forces of the United States and the

Soviet Union from the Mediterranean Sea, and so on.

Equa l l y  important  iv  the questron  of  ensuring the securi ty of maritime

communications by confidence-bui lding measures of  a pol it ical ,  legal  and

military-technical  nature and the non-use ot force. In our view, t h e  elatxxatior.

of such securi ty  yuarantees in the  Paci f ic , the Atlantic and the Indian ocean, in

the Persian Gulf  and in the international straits  should be the subject-matter  or

early negotiations. Measures to combat terrorism and piracy on the high seas could

also be worked out.

In the view of many Member States, there are good prospects for  construct ive

consideration of extending  contidence-bui lding measures to the seas and oceans,

such as prior  notif ication reydrding  ficet  exercises, transfers and mtinccuvreo,

i nv i t ing  observers , rcstr ict iny cruising and patro l  act iv i t ies  of navd l  formations,

limiting  the  leve l s drill  lntensrty  o f  n a v a l  execurses  - i7cluciing  o f  amphrbrcus
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f o r c e s  - prohibiting float exercisso  or manoeuvrma  In  international straita and

adjacent  regions,  AB wel l  Ae t1.e Use Qf  l ive ammunition during exarciued In areas

o f  tradirinnal  s e a  lanaa,  a n d  nQ o n . Thea8  iasuea  could be  given priority

coneiderat!oc  in a  general  context  AA wel l  aa in the context ot indivrdual  regionx,

such  AA the lndian  and the  Paci f ic  Oceana,  the Mediterranean Sea, and the aeaa of

northern hurope.

WA f ind  equa l ly  interaetinq the  idea o f  elaboratlnq  a mult i lateral  agreement

to prevent incidents at sea. Such an agreement  should present no diff iculty

whatover, yiven the existence in this area of bilAtArd1 ayreementa in torte  between

the Soviet  Union  and the Unitqd  Statea  se  Well  as  between the Soviet  Union  and

Great xritain.

We are pleased to note that this y6dr the Dissrmdment  Commieelon  nas mdLde

considerable  proyreee  on the issue of confidence-bui lding meA.%JCBS~ In this

connect ion,  I  should liKe  to commend the personal COntribUtiOn  of Ambassador  Ala+.as

of Indonesia who, AA our co-ordinator, invested a yredt  deal  of hi8 t ime and

diplomat ic sk i l l  to  achieve posi t ive results. Tm  document dyrtwi  upon reLleCts

the understanding shared by the majority of delegations that, at this stage,

Certain confidence-brilding  measures are ripe for further COnslderdtiOn  and future

negotiations. The People’s Republic of bulyaria  also shares the opinion that the

Disdtma~lent  Commission  could take Up consideration of conf idence-buildiny  measures

at an early stage since this  ix  a matter where lrlember  States could easi ly  ar r ive at

a common ~JlXNlld. The adopt ion o f  confbdence-bullding  measures could reduce the

danyer of armed conflict at sea and Create favourable conditions for progreea i n

the f ie ld  o f  nava l  disarmament  and etranytlwnlny  ~nt~rt~~tlollal  security.

This year the  Disarmament  Commission considered for the first tiifi$e  the

question ot veri f ication in  ~11 its aspects  on t h e  basis  o f  tienerd  Assrmbly

resolut ion 41/86  Q,  which was co-sponsored  by i3ulgari.1. The adoption of that
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resolution by consensus is an indication of the interest a l l  Member States take in

havinq the agreements reached ptovlda  for adequate  systems of verification  which

would build confidence among Seater  partlee  and faci l i tate  ixplementation of the

envisaged arma  l imitation and diearmAment  measures. The working yroup  on the

question  of verificai  ion, under  the able yuidance  of Ambassador Hoche  of Canada,

had a constructive discussion which contributed to clarifyiny  the position of

countries alld  to identi fying the areas  of their  possible convergence. The most

Positive  KesUlt  waa the formulation of certain bseic pKiPCiple8  of veri f ication

which elabo:ate upon, and add to , the re levant  provisions oP tho Final  Document of

the tenth special  session.
,

It is our  opinion that veri f ication baaed  on thn prlnciplea  of reciprocity,

equality of States in  their  r ights  and obligation0 ,  a n d  undiminiohed  security,  is

an ?XtKemely  important element of arms control an4 disarmament agreements and that

verif ication requirements should be made  increaeingly  stronger. In our view,

effective veri f icat ion ie  a guarantee that all  States yart:es to agreements wil l

comply with the obligations undertaken and will not try  to circumvent them. The

importance of veri f ication in al l  the greater An  v iew of  the need to achieve a

breakthrough in international relation8 , to build confidence among States and to

adopt measures for genuine disarmament. We are in faVOUK  of effective and adequate

ver i f icat ion at  a l l  stages  and in a l l  areas of arms limitation and disarmament -

namely at the sites where weapons are dismantled and destroyed, at testing groundo

and mil itary bases, including thase  in third countries, at training Centres,

storage places and prOdUCtiOn  fac i l i t ies ,  be they State-. or privately-owned.

At the same time, we oppose the misuse of veri f ication as a pre-condition for,

2
1

OK  a.1  impediment to, having negotiations and dgreementa. In  this  connection,  I

would l ike to point out that for Inany  years certain circles have exploited the

i problem of verification, not for fear of possible violaticne,  but., as a former
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high-ranking United State8  official har  naknowledged,  in order “to 8top  the mad

momentum of arma  control”. It ia  not the policy of the mem;>er  State* e warsaw

Treaty to violate agreements or to reject rtrict  and comprehenrive VerLlCation.

The P00p1e’b  Republic of Oulgaria  ie in favour of complyiny unrwervingly  with

oglibations  undertaken under existing  agreementa,  am well  aa  prererving  everything

PO8itive that  has been achieved with painrtaking  etforte. Only  thue wi l l  i t  be

pctaaible  to preserve  confidence among state o and  enaure favourable conditions for

the elaboration of new agreements on arm8  limitation  and reduction on the baaie  of

opennesr,  greater predictability and easier verification.

Tne  joint Soviet-American exyerlment  et  Semipelatinek,  the inepection  of the

radar station  at Kra8noyarek  by a group Of American  CongrOSSmen~  the inVi.t6tiOn  to

Snikhani, the prouence of the American  inspection team at Soviet military

oxurcieclr  - all are convincing evidence of the political will of the Soviet Union

and itO  openneee  in  the military fiald  wt?ich  provides  a  golden opportunity to reacn

sweeping agreements in the field of dirarmaeent.

Further evidence of this constructive  policy are the proposal8  for

comprehanmive  verification of the ceaeation  of nuclear-weapon teats, the

prohibition and deeMuction  of chemical weapons and prevention of an arms race in

outer space that have recently been put forward by the socialist countriee  at the

Conference on Oiearmament  in Geneva. The coneiderdtion  of the question of

verification in the Disarmament Ccmmieeion , which we find most timely and ueeful,

should not be carried out in the abetract, but should contribute to current and

future talks on arma  limitation and disarmament. On the basis of the verification

record of existing agreements, as well as the latest advances in science and

technolcgy,  we dhould try to move ahead in developing principles, methods and

procedures of verification  in  specific  areas  tluch  as  nuclear  diuarmament,

conventional disarmament, prohibition of chemical weapons, a nuclear-weapoa-teat
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ban, non-militacioation of outer apace,  and 90 on. Such  an approaah  woula be in

aaaordrncm  with tha prinaiplo  anunciatrd in the Fina l  Oocument  of tha first  mpecial

raamion of the General Ammnbly devoted to dirarmamrnt,  namely, that vrrifiaation

ImaO’JL’aa  nhould  COrCeaQond  to the QuryOSmO , scope and nature OS  aacn  agreement, a

principle  which haa  not been queationmd  by any  Stat@-
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The diffarentiatad  c>naideration  of the organiaationai and technical aspects

of verification in all fields should, of couraa,  be baaed on the generally acceptad

provision of using national technical maana and intern&tional  verification

prOCedurea,  including the establishment of international organs, l xchange ot

military information, and on-sit*  inspections in a combination naoeaaary for the

Specific aqreenant. Thie general  provision also needs further elaboration.

For extimpla,  one idea could be to agraa  on the conditions under  which all

Statea parties to an agroamant would have acceaa to pertinent information collected

by national technical meanr. Thor. could also be improvement in intarnational

procedures for co-operation, consultation , and exchange of information with  a view

to avoiding unwarranted accuaationa.

Another idea  could be to strike a reasonable balance betwaen  systematic

international on-mite inspections , on the one hand, and cnrlllenge  inspections in

the event of a suspected violation of agreements , on the other) ar  well am to make

better use of the good offices of. the United N&ions and other international

organizatione, much aa the Internutional Atomic Encrrgy Agency (IAIA),  tar  example,

in the verification of agreements.

Speaking of strengthening the role of the United  k4etLona  in this field, we

proceed from our understanding OF the  need to eatabliah within the United Nations

framework an internetlonal mechanism for varificati.)n  of compliance with the

agreements on reducing international tension , on arma  limitation and diaarmament,

and on the monitoriny of the military eituation in areas of conflict. The states

parties to arms limitation and disarmament agresmenta could even at this early

Stage, on a mutual basis, provide  the  United  Nations  with  yrriodic and

comprehensive information about their compliance with roapestive obligations.

Finland's proposal to establish a veritication  data-bane at the United Nations

is also an attractive one.
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We consider that  thoeo ieauer  should become  the subject of 8aKious

consideration  in thrx  Disarmament Conuriseion. It would be moat useful  in this

rerpect  if the United Nations Insituta for Dirrrmament  Rorearch  (UNIDIR)  would

prepaC0  an in-depth an&iytical  atudly on waya  and mean@  of setting up an

international verificstion  mechicniam  within the United Nation8 framework.

The Bulgarian delegation ir ready to co-operate in a conetructive  and

businera-like  manner with all interested  delegationa fqr  the clarification of

verification problems with a viaw  to facilitating the neyotiations  on effective

diearmament agreements, including adequate verification syaterne.

Mr*  COVARRUBIAS  (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish) I First o f  a l l ,  I

wish to associate myself  with the many congratulationa that have been offored  to

you, Sir on your election to tl e chair:nanahip. I also wieh to convey my

congratulations to your fellow officers of the Piret  Committee. Your diplomatic

experience and ability certainly guarantee that our work will be aucceaeful.

This year the First Committee haa  started it6 work in a propitious, Optimistic

atmosphere for international relations, full of promise and hopeful proepecto for

the ongoing talks between the two yreat  powers that may well be a mileatone in the

history of diearmament. This atmosphere of unusual optimism io  aleo  being foatered

by t:te  achievements in Geneva in the field of chemical weapons, the Stockholm

Agreement, the initiative of both super-Powers to start negc;iatione  on a

nuciear-test agreementI  and the ad3ption  by consensus of the Final Document of the

International conference on the Hriationahip  uetween Disarmament  .rn’!  Development,

which reflects a willingness to coniront  thie  problem realistically and without

evading the issue or delaying m a tCers  dnd  to take an important step In the concept

of recurity  coveriny  not only military but also economic, social and hu.ianitarian

aspecta.
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Chi le,  a cour7try  which cher ishes peace ,  the rule  of law and compliance with

.nternational  ubliydtions, hds  suyyccted  t h e  prinuipleu  ol: t h e  Charter  e v e r  s i n c e

It was first formulated. Conseyuently,  we believe that  compl iance wi th the Charter

is d cateyorical  imperat ive Lor  internat ional  coexiotance,  and we therefore

advocate  the strengtheniny  o f  a.ll legal norms that  contr ibute to the compulsory

!W4ceful  set t lement  o f  drsputee  and to strenqtneniny  the powers of the United

Netlons  and tne SecretarpGeneral.

Of course we mubt  be pragmatic  anu reallze that, ~tnce we are  not protayonists

uurselves  and play only a mi:~or  role on the disaimamect scene as a developing

country,  it  is easy for us to flnu ourselves axdr,?:;slng  axceti%Avely  simple and

fascile  posi t ions calling for general and complete iieacmament  - a  goal  wi th which

we all  agree but which mu:it be achieved yrdduallj  throuyh the ests5lLshment  :,f  a

yeneral  atmosphere of trust. Within th is  context ,  we feel that  one effective means

to which all Member  S ta tes  - large and small . ,  powertul  dna weak - can cont r ibute is

subregional  or  regional  agreements .

L a t i n  Rmerlca, a reyion which for decaaes  was free of armed conflict ,  can

point  with pride to the Tlatelolco T r e a t y ,  which established the first

danuclear~zed  z o n e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  crnJ  t o  t n e  neyutldtlons  tndt  led t o  tne uuateloald

Agreement,  an important experiment which although applicable to one drea can none

thf,  Less lead to world peace.

As  representatives dre  aware, il: tne 1YtlU  becretariat  report on the nuclear

tc*!;t  ban it is s ta ted thct  one of the principal objectives of  all United Nations

WOI  k An  tile Lieltl oL’  disarmament has been to halt crnd reverse the nuclear arms

KdCf?, put an end to  the  production ot  nuclear  *:?apons, and eventually eliminate

Lllc~nl  ‘tlLoqctllcr. In t h i s  reya~d, tnc complete prohibition of  ~~ucluar-weapon  teut>i

I!; considet.4  to be the  prime and most urgent measure to  end the nuclear arms race
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and could be an important step to foster  nuclear non-proliferation. A treaty

banning al l  teats would itself  oe the  most  inportant  meaeure  to curb the

qualitative nuclear arm8  race.

We therefore enthlleiaetically  welcome the initiative  of the two great  Powers

in negotiating an agreement >n nuclear  tests with a view to bringing about their

c’eaeation. We hcp with some optimiom that this  will be an example to be toliowsd

by the other members of the nuclear c11:L, bacauae,  althouyh my country is situated

in a region in which nuclear weapons are prohibited, we are periodically  affectec

by such test ing.

Aa a Coastal State on the Qaciric  Ocean, Chile wishes  to place on record once

again iib  e trong  protect  at the nuclear teats  held in the region and to re i terate

the position of the countciea  members of tne South Pacific Stanciny  Corllmiseion  - in

that we vigorously reject the nuclear  explosions in that geographical area since

they constitute a grave threat to the marine environment dna  its natural resources,

and poea  a danger of nuclear radiation. If, as has been repeatedly claimed, they

do not pose such a danger of nuclear radiation, then one wonders why the tests are

being conducted so far from the continental frontiers of the country conducting

them.

We believe it is  of the highest importance to give effective backing to the

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to support une  of its functions, namely,

the monitoring of the nuclear plans of all States through tha application of a

proper and well-balanced safeguards ayatem , without prejudice to the strengthenilg

of effective nuclear co-operation, the Agency’s principal function, which is  the

moat efficient means of assuring nuclear development for peaceful purkioses.
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While  there ita  every juetification  for granting priority to nuclear

diearmament,  becauee  never in the history of mankind hae tne deetructive  capaoity

of a single weapon been 80 immediate and 80 global and nover before ha8  one had t0

cope with the real poeeibility  of total eelf-deotruction  owiny to the accumulation

of weapon@  equivalent  to 1 mil l ion Hicorhima-typo  bomba,  it  ia  the duty of the

international community ta remain alert and to be prepared to act effectively to

cope with the conventional arma  race in terms  of both the frequency of tne u8e of

such  weapons and the level of death and dertruction they have caused,  and also

because of the expansion  of the international tranrferr of 8uch  weaponr.

The tranefer  to the third w*>rld  of conventional weapons from developed

cm3untriee and the existence of numerous conflicts in variouc  parta  of the world

involving the major interest8  of the great Power8 demonstrate the fragility of our

system. Today armaments are so eophirticated that a conventional conflict can be

almost as murderous and cruel aa a local war involviny  the use  of nuclear  weapona.

Their development in both quantitative sd  qualitative  term8  has increased in

geometric terms over the past few decade8  and aocounte for a large @haze of world

mil i tary spending. II; Fact, they meke  up more than 130 per cent, a proportion which

is  i), heavy burden on developing countries.

Until tranufere  to third-world countriee  can be brought under control the

regional arms race will continue to give rise  to a major problem that rnurt be

tackied  with imaginat ion and strong pol i t ical  wil l . We believe that the regional

dimension of disarmament merite  our full attention because, ee  we have eeid,  it ham

a  direct  impact on the third world by cutt ing into i ts economic capacity  and

swelling  its external  debt.
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It is necessary to promote confidence-building measures that will make

countries fee,. less need to acquire sophisticated weapons and maintain unduly large

armed forces.

Thase  are the points that my aelegation deems it necessary to submit to the

Committee in this general debate, because we believe that in the vast disarmament

field these are the ones of most immediacy, usefulness and urgency. We must not

forget that our great task is to achieve nuclear disarmament and a reasonable

limitation of conventional weapons, which, unfortunately, with each passing day

continue on their inexorable course , which has so far proved irreversible. This

Will continue unless the great Powers and all the other States of the world

promptly reach agreements leading to the control and reduction of all types of

weapons.

In conclusion my delegation hopes that one say, and sooner rather than later,

disarmament will become a reality so that there may be a world in which future

generations can live in peace , security and prosperity.

Mr. TANTEMSAPYA  (Thailand) : On behalf of the Thai delegation, Sir, I

wish to take this opport,unity  to congratulate you on being elected to the

chairmanship of this Committee. My delegation is ready to co-operate with you and

with the other officers of the Committee - to whom we extend our warm

felicitations - in ensuring the success of this session.

It is an irrefutable fact that the world tooay  is over-armed. At the same

time, it is also an irrefutable fact that there prevails in this global village of

ours a sense of renewed optimism, cherished by the sincere nope that the world we

live in will be more secure in future. It is precisely because of this hope that

the recent agreement in principle entered into between the United States and the

Soviet Union to eliminate intermeciiate- and short-range missiles, further fuels

this sense of optimism. Tnalland  welcomes this ds a move wnich is Conul;c~vL-  ta

world peace and stability. My Prime Minister, in his speech to 1;:~: Ge11era1
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Asrembly  on 7 October,  maid,  inteK  aliar- - -

“Thai land is  pleaoed  to learn of  the ayreement Ln  princ ip le  I etweon the Soviet

Union and the United States on the elimination of intermediate- and

rhott-ranye  mie&r.Lerr  and of the tocthcominy  summit Illeetiny  between President

Reagan and General Secretary Corbacb-v. We hope that after thin  important

beginning further efforts  will be made to reduce the.  etrateyx  mimrrrle

arsenals by 50 per cent. Effective measurea a re  alao  necessary in  the fielde

of chemical and csonventional  weapons.” (A/QL/PV.ZB,  p. U-10)

The Thai delegation ie therefore looking forward to the planned summit between

President Raagdn  and  General Secretary Gorbachev this fall. We jOin  the

international community in the hope , ae also reflected in the decision adopted in

the plenary meetiny this afternoon, that a treaty eliminatlny  intermediate-  ana

shoe+-range  mieeilee  will  be eignsd  between the leaders of the United Statea  and

the Soviet Union at the said meeting. For the Thai delegation, this  development

clearly demonstrates that the strong  political will, coupled with a sense  of

responeibllity  and strenythened  by mutual confidence and trust, could lead, BB  they

should, to concrete and tangible results which should in turn lead to further

progress in other areas, particularly  on the questlone  of disarmamsnt and world

peace d~scueaed  in the Committee.

General Assembly resolution 41/W  G, ot 3 OecembttK  lYU6,  cal.lea  f o r  t h o

convening of the tnird special session of the General Aesemb’:  devoted to

disarmament. Given the growing concern over the  drlllti  raze and the rapid

development of weapons technology, the third special session on disarmament As both

timely and necesnary. My deleyatlon  takt!s  note ut the work or the Preparatory

Committee so far. It is our hope that the final document of the third epecial

Session will provide us  witn yuldiny  pclnclples Lot  disarmrlaient  eki0Kt.b  i n  t h e

years to come.
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Military 8pending  aonrtituter  a hug8 proportion of most nationa’  budgotc.

Thoroforo,  a atride  in the field of airarmament  would make  available more funde for

l oonomio davalopmant. My dalagation  partfcly8tad  in the International  Conferenca

on the Ralationrhig  betwaen Dilarmament  and  Davrlopmant  - irrespective of! whether

the two diwiplines  ware intarrelatad - Geu8e  of our beli8f  that in the ovarall

Picture economic security urn and doe8 contribute poritively  to a raduction of

tan8ion8  and  thur to world p88ca. Tha Confarenoa  rai8ad important new i8sue8 and

helpad  to  c la r i fy  axirting  idaae on tha ralationship  batwaen  dioarmamant  and

davalopmant. Tha  Final Documant  adoptad  by the Conferenca damoqrtratoe  a

convargance of idea8 and principles. Thus, what IO  now needed io at- earnest effort

by all concerned toward8 tha impleiaantation,  in particular, of tha programma  of

action.

W e atill  haar  raporte ol:  the  al leged uso  of chemical  and biological  wan@one  in

roma  regional  conflicte. The conclu8ion  of a multilataral  convention on tha

Cornplate  and effective prohibition  or‘ thn  dovelopmant,  production and stockpiling

of ouch  weapon8 is tharafora  urgantly raquirad. w e  walcoma the work that has bean

accomgliahed  by the Ad hoc Conunittae  on Chemical Weapons of the Conferanca on-m

Diearmamant,  i n  Ganeva. W 8 look forrard  to furthar pcograer  towardr the completion

Of nagotiations  on  thin irsue  whnn  the Ad hw  Committae  reeume8  it8 maetings in

January naxt yaar.
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Nuclear-weapon testing continues to be conduct.ed  in various par ta of the

world, and a comprehenrive  nuclear-teat-ban treaty - of which an overwhelming

majority o f  States Metiers  of this  Organization  are  in favour - has  yet  to be

concluded, My delegation notes with concern that, iE  nuclear  testing were  t o

continue, not only would existing treaties be weakened but the nuclear-arms race

could be intensified and the risk of a  nuclear holocaust increased. In that

regard, my deleqation b e l i e v e s  that.  priority should sti l l  be accorded to the

conclusion of a oompreheneive  nuclear-test-ban treaty. My delegation therefore

welcomes the agreement between the United States of Amer ica  and the soviet Union t.o

begin full-scale stage-by-stage negotiat ions on nuclear teet inq before

1 Cecen-ber  1967,  to find effective measures  of verification that will make it

possible to ratify the  1974 Treaty on the Limitation of Underground Nuclear Weapon

Tests and the 1976 Treaty on Underground Nuclear Explosions for Peaceful Purposesr

thus leading the way  towards the ultimate goa: of a  comprehensive nuclear- test  ban.

For 42 years the world has been successful in avoidinq  another global

conflagration, HaJever, that same period has seen approximately 150 regional

conflicts, some of which are still  qoing on today. In Asia, the continued

occupation of Kampuchea and Afghanistan by foreign forces provides but two

examples. The Iran-Iraq conflict is sti l l  going on unabated. Those  con fl ic ts and

th?ir  repercussions have spilled over into neighbouring countries and are but a few

examples of the regional conflicts that could escalate into a wtder,  Or  even  a

nuc lear ,  war .

To the Thai deleqattoc:  therefore, the nuestion of conventional weapons cannot

be separated from the questl<m  of nuclear  weapons. while  work itlg towards nuclear

disarmament we must  not  loge siqht of the tmportance  and urqency  of convent ional

disarmament. Fbdern  convenLiona1  weapons arc? in use in csqional conflicts  around

the #or Id,  and they have qairred qceatcr destructive lnwer and ilccur  acy owing  t o
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adv ancea  in technology. They have also become wen more costiy.  The build-up and

maintenance of military might in the Form  of conventional arsenala  is  therefore nt

deep concern to my delegation.

In other areas  of peace and security, the Thai delegation supports in

principle the idea, and the sstahliahment, oP  zones of peace,  including

nuclear-weapon-free zones. We sincerely helinve  that these can help in no small

measure  to promote international peace and security. That is  why Thailand, in

co-operat ion with i ts  partners in the Assoctation  o!! *South-East  AsIan  Nation.9

(ASEAN),  is considering ways and meane of establishing a sane  of peace, freedom and

neutrality  in South-East ARIA. The Thai delegation is very well  aware that  the

co-operation of and guarantees by the hiq Powers In this endeavour are

indispensable. We have aLready  seen  the slrx~ progress in reaching the goals of the

Declaration oE the Indian Ocean as a Zone oE  Peace, which  wns  adopted by the

General Assembly at.  i ts twenty-EiEth  seaslon,  in 1971. In that latter case, so

Long as co-operation is not forthcominq  from a l l  parties concerned, postponemr-nt  or

delay of the Conference on the Indian tkean  will  be inwitable. As for Thailand,

we continue to support the early convening of the Conference on the Indian Ocean in

conformity with the w i s h e s  of the littotaL  and hinterland Statea  of that  region.

ALL  i n  a l l , the past year has seen interesting movement on the world scene in

So Ear as disarmament and wor Ld peace and security are cnncer  ned. Many new and

seemingly far-sighted ideas and concepts were advanced, and my delegation  LR

following them with keen interest . Hmever,  many of those recent concepts and

ideas, as w e l l  as the proposals  contained in them, seem to the Thai delegation to

he still  impeded by big-Power rivalries. It seems to us also that we must wait a

while before the momentum t ~wartls  an aqreement or understanding for a safer world

I picks up. Heartened hy recent promintnq  developments, my delegation would
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neveethelees  like to echo once again the sentiment  that, in the final analyeio,

internat ional  4EEnCt4  to hrlny  about yenuinw  anu  etflectlve  diearmament  and worlo

peace will succeed only when there is mutual trust and confidence among al1

Statee. We ceiterata  aleo  that States Mambero  of the Unitea  Natione  would do well

to abida  by the Charter of the United Nations and internat ional  law.

The international community must persuade  those  who yrefvr  the military option

for the eettlement of dieputea  that in tarme of other benefits  to their aecuritY

there ie  more than the military optron , and that the eecurity  of one cannot be

yained at the expense of the security  of others.

fir. GHANDEHSON  (Trinidad ana  Tobayo) I I should l ike,  f irst  ot all ,  to

congratulate you, Sir, on your election as Chairman of the Firut  Committee. Tho

admirable and skilled manner in which you have conducted the work of the Committee

to data justif ies the confidence  unanimouely placed in you. Ely  delegat ion aleo

extends its congratulations to the other Committee officers and yladyee  ita full

co-operation.

Despite  the preeent difficulties  alld  the volati l i ty of the rnternational

political situation, there  have been a number of encouraginy  developmenta in the

ared  Of nuclear-arms limitation and diearmament  which are cause for CautA~u~

optimism and which, we hope ,  wil l  have a  posi t ive  e f fect  on  the  work  of the First

Committal!,

Constructive dialogua between the United States of Ametica irnd  the Yoviat

Union in the area of nuclear-arms limitation and reduction haa  resulted in an

agreement in principle to eliminate intermwctidtrrange  and tihorter-range  nuclear

weapons. Such an accord would be truly historic ,  as i t  would tot  the first  t ime

reduce  t h e  numbIlK  ok  nUcledL  Wedpuns  ill the  WOI  Id.It could aluo  contribute to tlic

improvement al  the yenerdl cllmdte  01 IidSt-West I-ldtl0115  d11d  ~jlve  yredtwk  AmpetrI:,

to etforts  to reduce the arsenals  of strategic wtiapons.
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My  delegation is else  hear tened  by the progcera  OP  the neqot la tions  rn the

Conference  on Disarmament on drafting a treaty on chemical weapons, although a

numbor  of thorny ieruer are sti l l  to be resolved. The announcement by the two

ruper-Powerr  that negotiations on nuclear tooting, which were suspended  six years

ago, will reeume  shortly  is also encouraging. some  headway, both political and

technical, seems to have been made in the complex area of veritication,  1

fundamental element  of armr  control agreements.

The rocent convening of the International Conference on the Relationship

between Disarmament and Dwelopment and the adoption by consenuus  of a Finni

Document were in many ways an achievement , and a victory for the multilateral

approech  to two of the greatest challenges facing the international community. bY

underlining the  multidimensional links between those two concepts,  the Conference

made it  clear that they  w e r e  not  two separate  issues  facing two different world

coneti  tuenciee. The Conference also broadened the definition of security by

highlighting the non-military threats to national and international securi ty.  MY

delegation hopes that the groundwork laid at the Conference will be a  base  for

future concerted action.

Despite these glimmers of hope, there has been a singular lack of progress in

many other significant areas of nuclear disarmament where fundamental differences

pers i s t . The repeated urgings of the international community and the unilateral

gesture of one of the two super-Powers have not yet brought an end to nuclear

testing or advanced the conclusion of a nuclear-test-ban treat.y.
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The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago cont’nuer  to believe that the aonalueion

of a comprehensive test-ban treaty ia an eesentirl  prerequA*ite  to curbing the

quali tat ive spiral  o f  the  nuclear-arm8 :ace  and to dampening the nuoloar

competition which han  been a major source of diatrurt.

The poesibility  of outer space becoming the arena for an l nten8ion of the

nuclear-arms race continues to be a source of great concern. On this twentieth

anniversary of the entry into force under the auspice8 of the United Nations of the

Treaty on Principles tioverning  the Activities of State6 in the Exploration and Use

of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodier,  there i8 a growing

need for all Member States to ensure at both the bilateral and multilateral levels

the peaceful uses of outer apace  for the benefit of mankind.

In spite of the international  community’s declared commitment to the

maintenance and strengthening of nuclear non-proliferation, the olandertine nuclear

activities of the apartheid South  African r6glme continue to be a factor of

deetabilization  in southern Africa and a serious obstacle to the implementation Of

the Declaration on the Denuclearisation of Africa.

Though the iseue  of nuclear disarmament continues to be given, as it should

be, the highest priority in the deliberation8 of the Firrt  Committee, my deleyation

is  of the opinion that increasing attention muet be paid to the question of

conventional weapons and to the need for conventional disarmament. ‘The  maraive

build-up of conventional weapons , their deployment and use  are a continuing threat

to  internat ional  security  as  wel l  ae to the sovereignty, territorial integrity and

national independence of States. In a world in which over 00 per cent of the

apProXimately $l,uuO billion spent annually on arms yoee to the procurement of

conventional weapons, this aspect of disarmament must not be underestimated.

The  proliferation of ever more sophisticated conventional weapons and the

magnitude of arms transfers, in particular to the developiny world, are a ScUCce  cf
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deep diequiet  for my delegation. The acquisition of these weapons diverta  scarce

financial und human reaoucces  from the priority task of social and economic

development. The negative impact of euch  expenditure is even more striking in the

developing countries, whoee fragile  eccno,nies  are already  hard pressed  to deal  with

the urgent demands of development. In his  current report  on the work of  the

Grganization,  the Secretary-General nas rightly dreiwn  at tent ion to  the yravi ty  crf

thin  problem:

“The acquisition of large quantities or eophiet.icated  armb by developing

countries places  a severe strain  on badly needed resources while addiny

nothing to the etrength of thtiir  economies. Furthermore, it  adds to external

debt and creates  a secondary demand for imports that increases dependence.”

(A/42/1, p.  9)

HiStOry  hae shown that  the i,nyrovement  and bloating of arsenals do not enhance

national or regional security. Indeed, they aggravate internal teneiona,

exacerbate regional rivalrfee  by upsetting regional balances and make contlicte,

military or otherwise, even lees amenable to political settlement. Lastly, i t  is

evident that these conventional weapona dre  not acquired aimply  for their deterrent

value. The fact that some 150  conElicts  have taken place! s?.nce he Second .oorld

War, all Of  them in the developing rel,)iona  of tha  world, it,  ample testimon;.  t o

their widespread use. These conflicts have exacted and continue to exact an

unacceptable toll in deprivation, destruction and death.

A number of factors contribute to this disturbing proliferation of nuclear

weapons. On the one hand, for many recipient countries the acquisition of arms is

men as a form of  self-protection in an international climate of fear and distrust

and of growing insecurity and instdbility. On t.llC CJthC?r  hIId, the Inclnufdc:ture  d1IJ

sale of arms have been increasingly impoct.dnt  to  the  economic well-oeiny oi many

industrialized  counttie:;. T h e  militarizdtion  ot inte?rn.itional  rcl.atione  hds a l s o
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led to frequent  recoucaa  to arms tcanefera aa an inatrument of EOceign  policy, a

means Of favouring friends and demonstrating  concern. Thin haa  created the

paradoxical situation  in which it is aften  easier to obtain military aid than

devalopment arairtance.

Regional mebaurea  of disarmament for both nuclear and conventional forces, a8

well am regional initiative8 aimed at enhancing regional stability and security and

dissipating distrust ,  merit  the full  support of  al l  member  States .

The l otablinhment of nuclear-weapon-free zones in various regions of the world

is  a means  of avoiding entanglement in the competing strategic interests of the

super-Power8 am  well a# a unique regional disarmament measure. In this context the

delegation of Trinidad and Tobago urges the ratification by France of Adultional

Pcotouol  I of the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America -

the Treaty of Tlatelolco - uo  that nuclear-weapon-free status can be extended to

those territories lying within the zone of application of the Treaty. Trinidad and

Tobago welcomes the coming into force of the Haratonga Tredty  tot  a South Pacific

Nuclear-Free  Zone as well as the continuing eLforta  of the members of the

Association of South-East Asian  Nations (ASEAN)  in  this  direct ion.

The recent establishment of United Nations regional centres for th ~~romoiion

Of peace  and disarmament in Latin America and  Africa is also to be commended.

These centres can play a vital rolt  in changing attitudes about military

expenditure and in promoting regional peace and stability.

It is evident from the statementa of representatives who spoke earlier in the

general debate that there As a growing awareness of the need to vitalize  the work

of the Firet  Committee. While Trinidad and Tobago shares the view that changes of

a formal  Or practical nature are needed, such ati a decrease in the number of

resolutions and an aarlier  atart to the session , we believe that a more fundamental

change is required. There has to be a new ilttituoe end  .Ipproacli to  the  mult iple
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,nd complex problems of disarmament and international security. .The  Firat

Committee  has  to  cease  being a forum for scoring pol i t ical  and rdeologrcal  pointe

and to become a vehicle for real multilateral co-operation in an area of primordial

importance to the entire world, tie believe tnat the amall non-aligned states,

which have no ambitions or pretensions ,  can play  an essential  role in this

reordering by urging  and demonstrating oblectivzty  and by encouraging the

convergence of viewa  and intereots. We hope that the sentiment of cautious

optimism alluded to  by many deleyatlons  at the outset of  our del iberat ions wil l  be

reflected in the work of the Committee at it8  conclusion.

Mr.  LAUREL  (Philippines) t On behalf of my delegat ion let me congratulate

you, Sir,  on your election a s  Chairman of this Committee. I am confident that

under your able leadership we will be able to petforln  our tasks constructively. 1

aleo  extend through you my congratulations to the other officers of the Committee,

whose co-operation will help us in our work. My deleyation ie  committed to support

all efforts towards the achievement of our common goal.

In hia poem, “Dover Seach”,  the Enylish  poet katthew Arnold aptly mirrored the

spirit  of the era of the First World War in the followiny  word68

II . . . the world, which seems

to lie before us, like a land of dreame

80  var ious , so beautiful, so new

Hath real ly  nei ther  JOY,  nor  love,  nor  light

Nor cert i tude,  nor peace,  nor help for L>aln.  AnJ  w e

are here as on a darklinq  plain

Swept with confused alarms of struyyle and flight

Where ignorant armies  clash by night”.
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Seventy years aeparata us Erom  the time thoae lines were written. Yet their

tone of cynicism and melancholy reflect the spirit of our times.

It is true that in the past 42 yeare  we have managed to avoid a war of global

d imena ions, However, we continue to live in a world full  ot tttnsion,  confronration

and violence. Our times are witness to internecine conflicts in the Middle Edat,

Central America, 4fghanietan,  Kampuchea , South Africa  and other reylons. The

report by the World Commission on Environment and Development, “Our Common Future*,

cites over 40 such current conflicts. It is indeed disturbing to reflect on the

fact that more people have perished in local wars in the past four decades than in

the two world wars.

The focus of the work of the Committee and the bulk of the draft resolutions

we adopt are on the many aepecte of disarmament. Al! of these  are directed towards

the attainment of the real goals of establisning  international peace and security  -

the peace and security that peoples all over the world have yearned and worked for

throughout history.

If humanity has so far not realized  concrete achievements in the field  of

disarmament, people all over the world - individually and collectively - have not

been dracouraged; they persist in  their  attempt to acnieve  this go& In oifterent

forms and forums. They have organized  Deace  marches, collected signatures, written

their representatives and discussed ways to achieve a nuclear treeze  or to stop

nuclear testing - in fact, they have resorted to nearly every measure available to

manifest their will. We in Government cannot and should not ignore all this.

Recently, the President of Costa Rica, His Excellency Mr. Oscar Arias Sanchez,

was  awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his key role in for,mlatlny  a reyional  peace

plan for the Central American region. We extend to him and the Costa Rican people

our heartfelt  fel icitat ions.
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The  honour should extend to the peoplor and the leaders of the Central

American region. The Guatemala Accord mirrors the stateemanshrp  of the leaders of

Central America in their search for peace and security in tha region.

The very achievements Jn science ana  technology that should be directed to

mankind’s enrichment and well-being dre  ironically the means L: which it has

developed the capacity for self-annihilction. Five countries are now recognized  as

nuclear-weapon States, six others have a nuclear-weapon capability and a dozen

others are not far behind, according to the Brundtland report, “Our Common

Future”. Mankind seems to be held hostage to nuclear weapons, as the world’s

military expenditures continue to escalate, having  reached $14 trillion since 1960.

Fortunately, mankind’s own sense of sanity enables it to see Its  own folly and

a tOVerse  process has  noticeably been set in motion.

It is a source of encouragement that the International Conference on the

Relationehip  betwe.  n Diaarmalllent  and Developme’  : last S,.ptember  eStAbllShAd  for the

first  time the close ond multi-dimensional relationship between disarmament and

development and reaffirmed the urgency to devise measures or mechanisms to

reallocate resources liberated through disarmament efforts into development

o b j e c t i v e s .

The Declaration of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Group ot 77 Lssued

during their annual meeting in New York last month underscored the concept that

“development can be attained only in an atmoeghe;e  of international peace and

co-operation and stressed the direct relationship betwec,n  peace, disarmament

and development. The  Ministers  re i terated their  appeal for the immedldto

halting of the drms  race and an urgent adoption of disarmament measures that

would release human, mater ia l ,  technological  and financiai  resources badly

needed for development . *  (A /41 /604,  yara.  40)-
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The trend towards the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones is cause fur

optimism. In Latin America, the desire to remain free from nuclear conflicts has

been crystallized  in the historic Treaty of Tlatelolco , which established the first

inhabited nuclear-weapon-free zone in the world.

In the South Pacific, the Treaty of Rarotonga also reflects a popular

ConsenSus  to live in a world free from nuclear weapons. Indeed, the countries of

the region, as well as its neighbours , including the Philippines, support efforts

to keep the region nuclear-free. We view efforts to subvert the popular will as

contrary to the spirit of the Treaty of Rarotonga,

In South-East Asia, the countries of the &xociation  of South-East  Asian

Nations (ASEAN)  are studying the possibility of a draft treaty on the establishment

of a South-East Asian nuclear-weapon-free zone. This is in furtherance of the idea

of a zone of peace, freedom and neutrality in South-tist  Asia, which was endorsed

by tne first special session Of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament.

Other treaties on nuclear-weapon-free zones deal mostly with uninhabited

regions  of the world, such as Antarctica, the sea-bed and outer space.

The Philippines Constitution , recently ratified by an overwhelming majority of

the people, rkandates  the adoption and pursuance of a policy of freedom from nuclear

weapons on Philippine territory. The Philippines supports efforts to establish

nuclear-weapon-free zones in all areas.

we welcome the agreement in principle of a treaty on intermediate-range

nuclear forces (INF) between the United States and the Soviet Union which seeks to

achieve a double-zero option in Europe. Certainly, progress in this area would go

a long way towards reducing the formidable stocks of nuclear weapons now in the

arsenals of the major Powers, we also welcome the agreement between the two

super-Powers that a similarly intensive effort should be made to achieve a treaty

on a !iO-per-cent  reduction in their Strategic offensive arms.
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The  Minirtarial  Conference of the Group of 77 , i n  i t s  lloclaration  o f  1  octobw

1907,  eeid  that  nuclear  weapons poeed  the “main reek’  to thti envAronn,snt  and to

lil!o  o n  E a r t h .  Thersiore, i t  would not.  bar  over ly  ambitious  i f  tha international

Community  wore  to aim at  a  global  zero OptIon  for il,~plementatlon  on or before the

turn 00  the century. The  wor ld  would  than  ba that muah  clorer  to the goal of

general  and complete disarmsmerit.

My delegation  ~elioveu  that the INY agreement  In principle  betweun the  two

ruyor-Powers  la  a  muoh-nrrdad  impetus to thm  Vienna  negotlationr  on mutual and

balanced force rrductione  (MM%). The maetintj  of two important menlbere  of the

alliance of the North Atlantic Trea’y Organization  (NATO) and of the Warsaw Pact,

through tho visit of General  Secretary Errch  Honecker  of the tierman Democratic

Republic to Chancellor Helmut Kohl of the Podoral  Royublic  of Germany, As another

welcome development. Parhapr  thot viuit  will  cue the otartiny-point tar  renewed  and

more  vigorour  negotAatlon#  among the parties  of the MBPR  telks  in  Vienna. Progreera

in negotiat ions on nixlear  armtl could thurr be mhtzhed by progreen  in neyotiatlunli

o n  conventional  arms  i n  Europe, there already being a precedwnt  Co this  in the

succereful  conclusion oP  an accord in the Stockholm Conforenco on Cuntidence-  and

Security-Building Meaeurer  arid  Diearmament  in Uuropr  in  1986 .
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Chemical wmaponm  mro raportodly  b*ing  ummd in prm8mnt-dmy  oonfliatm  mnd

rmmearch  and temtr on thm dovmlopmmnt  of tnomm womyanm era ongoing. While  the

progremm of negotiationm  on the immur im encouraging, wm rmgmrd tha  *aElY

concl\rnion  of a treaty  banning ObemicAl  weapon8  am  impera t ive . Such a trmaty,  iC

concluded, could mmrvo  mm a model for other trmmtiom  on wemponm  of mmmm

demtructlan, including tha  concomitant immumm  of varification,  demtruction mnd the

plrciny  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  faailitiom  unrlmr  intornrtional  murveillmncm.

NOW is the firopitioum tlmm to be comoluto  in mmmking agcsnentm  on nuclamr,

chmmical  and conventional mrmm. A prrvamivo now spirit of opmnnomm  provailm  among

many nations. The time ham come  to tmko  concrate oonfidancm-building  mmamurmm.

Que8tionu  aa  to good Yaitn could wall bm dimpmlPmd  through l ffoctivoly dmmignmd

measures of vmrifiostion.

We wiuh to add a cautionary noto to our l xprmmmionm of optimism on the pr:ment

mtatum of multilateral and bilrtoral  talks  on dimarmamont. While the l rmm race may

be halted or:  cmvmrmmd  in  Europa , wm would not want to mea the field  of

confrontation  mhlftod  to other (ICWAI. wo  robnr  harm not only tu other lmnd l .eae

Of Our  gloha,  but a110 to outmr l yaoe and  thm open l mmm. Bac~umm  of the  naw

weapon. technology it will  soon be pommiblm  to #tation  waaponr of mamr  domtruction

on iy  mobilo  baeia  anywhere.

outer space  im  one of  man~m  lamt frontlarn, (I  horitaym  of mankind that must  bo

eeeerved fog  pclacefcll  yuryomem  and foe  the  mutual bonotit  of the  pmoplmm  of thm

wvr  Id. We marvel ut the teohnoLoyiev  of L>uter  apace which allow ue to l ucvuy our

terraina,  to mpesd  up our communiomtionm, to predict wrathrr pattern@  l nd natural

cataetrophen  and to conduct exotic nciantit  ic  vxyer  imerrtm. I t  ~~11 bm  tu menkind’r

benefit if  outer epace ie  kept free of nucluar  woayonm  l nd othrr wraponm  ol mmmm

deutructivn. Andoed, o u t e r  epacu  ehoula  bo  a  Iaosxatory  f o r  yomcm  inmtrad  01  a

bettleCield  for war. we would therefore u~ye  those with l clontific and
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teahnologioal oapaoitiem  Lo drmirt  from devoting tiimir  energiom to belligerent

Purpomem which nerve no onr.

The high meam  rmpreaent yet another frontrer. kxordiny  to prediotionm,

oitiem  will one day be built on deep ooean floor8. With  burgeoning populationm and

dwindling food remource4 we may  indeed have to turn nlore  and more to oceans and

meda for our nourimhment. It im  ml1  the rnorm  necemmary, th4refore,  that we devcte

OUK  knowledge to tapping the l mam am a mourct  for nankind’m  murvival  and do nut

allow their ume am an l renm for conflict. For the Philippinem,  aa an archipelago

Of 7,107  imlandm olome to important global mea routem,  the peaceful us08 of be

mea, the mea-bed and the mea lane8 are of paramount concern.

It ham been predicted that the twenty-firet  century will be the era of the

Pacifio  rrqion. Towards the middle of the lmmt  century ‘.he  American S4cretary  Of

State William Henry Smward ~rophmmiedr

*The  Mediterranman im the mea of the past, the Atlantic  the mom  of the present

and the Pacific the ouean  of the fUtUK4.”

The Britimh  himtorian  AKnold  Teynbee 8porce  of m  blomeoming  of Amian-Pacific

oivilimation  that would lamt from the twenty-firut  to the twenty-eighth cer&uriem.

Indeed,  the Paci f ic  regj.on,  wi th  itu  human and natural  remourcttm, nam great

potential for development. It is hare that newly indumtrialimed  countriem  are

located. China and Japan, Australia and New Zealand, the Latin American countries

and the South-Eamt Amian  nation8 gird itm  rim.

It im  pertinent to cite on4 of the conclumionm  uf th4  recent  Internatronml

Conference on thm Relationmhip  between l.Uaarmament and Development. It8  Final

Document reads,  in partr

“‘the  world can uither  continue to yurnuo the mr111m  race with

chmract4rimtic  vigour or move conmcioumly and with deliberate speed  toward8 a
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developmrnt  within a more

eustainable  internat ional  economic and yolrtraal  oraor8 i t  cwmot  ao

(A/CoNF.l30/39,  Final  Document,  para.  4)

In the Pacifz  royion the choice in  clear, W i t h  t h e  ma]or&ty  of its

both.  *

yopulace

l iv ing in  marginal  subr iatence ,  the peoples of  the region murt  meet the aha!lenge

of development. The acW8 race  ia  the way to diaaeter , end they will not stand  for

it.

As we look  forward to the third edecial  Session of the General. ASSembly on

disarmament, in 19EE,  let ue bear that popular mandate in mind. The third rpecial

eeasion  w i l l  bc an occasion  not merely to re i terate the yrincrplee  of dimarmament

laid down in the f i rst  and second spec ia l  aeaaiona  on dirermament,  but alro to

Carry forward a programroe  of action baaea on tne heightened awareness of peopAee

and on recent developmenta in the field of disarmament. What we see today in terme

of the new eOlitiCa1  activism toward8 disarmamenr. may in part be attributed tL) tne

World Disarmament Campaign, i tael f  a product  of  the two special  rearion;r  on

diearmament. The peoples of the world are tired of rhetoric about  dLn(lrmament.

They want to live in peace and security in a world free of weapon0 elf  ,408trUction.

Let me conclude by yuotinq again from “Cur common i!uture”t

“Natione  must turn away from the destructive logic Of an ‘acme  culture’

and focus instead on their  common future... Nation8  must not become prleonerv

of their own acme race... They muet face the common challenge for providing

for SUStdinable development and set in concert to remove the growiny

environmental sources of conflict." (A /42 /427 ,  299 )

PHO(;RAW  OF WORK

Tns CRAIHMRN  (inrorpretstion  from French) I Pursuant to the proyranehee  of

work and the schedule adopted by the Committee a t ite  meeting on Thursday,



W13 A/C.l/42/PV.  15
4 9

(The Chairman)

1  Ootobor  1917, on Friday,  2 3  Oatobor,  the Committer  w i l l  onto: into the oecond

pho@o  of  it8  work, nomoly, l totemonto on opeo&fic  d~rocmemont  nyanda  item8  and

contimation  o f  genorol  dobate,  i f  nooaooarY~

A8 mombero am ow&ro, thio praaodural  floxioility  woo adoytmd  by conannouo  and

Io dosignod  to aruto  a noaooorry  and appropriate oteucture  for tho Committoo’o

work and dmlikrationr. Doloyatione  w i l l  thorn  bo a b l e  t o  maks  yrnorol  ototoment8

If they hovo not yet dono 80 in the initial phrao of tho Committoo's  work. Somo

doloyationc  nave  already  put weir  nanmo  on the lint  of  oyeo~ors  for the next phase

of our work. In order to  moko  groger  uoe of the  time  availrblo,  I  invite

deleyotiono  who wioh  to l peak to oyacific  itemc  on the ayenda  to put  their names  oil

tha lirt  of l peakora am  loon am  pomiblo.

Similarly,  I  raqueot  dalrgationo  that intanci  to oubmit draft rroolutiono  to  do

oo oo moon am poooible, ond if poooible  during the oocond  phaoe of the Committee’8

work, which will begin on Friday, 23 October, l o that the Committee itlay  hear

comment8 on the draft rcloolutiono.

Trio  meutrng  rooe  a t  5 . 1 0  B.m.


