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The meeting was ce.lleC. to order at ) . 15 p . m. 

AGEJ\:"DA I TEI-.iS 35 and 36 ( continued) 

INTER.NATIONAL CO- OPERATION IN THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE : REPORT OF THE 

CC~~ITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE 

PREPARATION OF AN INTERNA'riONAL CONVENTION ON PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE USE BY 

STATES OF ARTIFICIAL E'.ARTH SATELLI'I'ES FOR DIRECT TELEVI SION BRt A:CCASTING : 

REPCRT OF THE CCMIVIITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (A/32/20 ; 

A/C . l/32/L . 39 and Corr . l , L. 42 , L . 43) 

Mr . IF~N (India ): Let me at the outset take t his opportunity to convey 

to Mr . Jankowitsch my delegation ' s appreciation of the useful work carried out 

by the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space under his able leadership . 

My delegation is of the view that the Committee has covered some use~1l ground 

during the past year , and the report of the Committee , which we have before us , 

i s q_ui te comprehensive . I should l ike t o t hank h irr. a lso for his l ucid 

presentati on of the report . 

This year marks the twenti eth anniversary of man's first venture into 

out er space . During these 20 years , space technology has been applied with 

i ncrea.sing effectiveness t c communications , to tte surveyi ng o~ the earth ' s 

resources and to a number c f Rocio--ccor>.c:i1i c applicat; ~:_ons . Tl1e Ir.clian 

space programme has been guided by the pri ncipal objective of exploiti ng 

this technology for the benefit of our people . 
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In India the Space Commission and the Department of Space are primarily 

responsible for guiding various activities in this field. The Indian Space 

Research Organization (ISRO) is at present engaged in a variety of 

activities vrhich can be described in three groups, namely, space sciences, 

space technology and space appUcaticr:s .. 

Fundamental research iL space sciences is undertaken in our country 

by the Physical Research Laboratory at Ahmedabad and the Vikram Sarabhai 

Space 0ertre ~t TrivEndrum. Those institutions are engaged in studies 

connected with the structure and dyr:amics of the earth 1 s atmosphere, 

solar-terrestrial relationships, geomagnetism and connected problems. 

Those researches are of in;mer:se value to the development of space 

application techniques. 

The space technology programme in our country has been dravrn up 

to include the development of scientific and technological .sa.telli tes, 

communications satellites and the manufacture of various types of 

sounding rockets for meteorological and upper atmospheric studies. I am 

happy to sp.y that a great deal of success has be.en achieved in all those 

fields and we have been able to build up indigenous capability in all 

aspects of space technology. 

The Indian space applications programme is marked not only by our 

intrinsic internal efforts but also by active collaboration uith a number 

of countries. In that connexion I would like to mention briefly the 

Satellite Instructional Television Experiment (SITE) which came to a close 

in July 1976 and our efforts in the field of earth observation experiments. 

The SITE, which was conducted in co-operation with the United States, gave 

us an opportunity to develop technology for the ground segment. He benefitted 

a great deal from this experiment by way of testing and management of a 

satellite-based instructional television system. The impact of that 

technology on the educational, economic and cultural fields is being 

studied for planning a future national satellite-based TV system. 

As the Committee is aware, the first Indian satellite was launched 

with the co-operation of the Soviet Union about two years ago. Our scientists 

are now busy manufacturing a satellite for earth observation. The 
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primary 13oal of that pro~iect is to launch a spacecraft system capable of 

conducting an earth observation experiment that could yield useful data 

in the .areas of forestry; weather phenomena and so forth. According to an 

agreement signed between ISRO and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

Academy of Sciences 1 thiE satellite is scheduled to be launched by the Soviet 

Union next year. 

International collatoration also has been a major feature of India 1s 

space programme. As the Committee is aware, the Thumba Equatorial Rocket 

Launching Station, which has been sponsored by the United Nations, is an 

international rocket-laur.ching facility which can be used by all United 

Nations Hember countries for conducting experiments for peaceful uses of 

outer space. In January and February of this year my Government also organized an 

international training ccurse at the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching 

Station and provided fellowships through the United Nations to the participants 

frcm developing countries. 

Apart from launching of the satellites,the USSR Academy of Sciences and 

ISRO have also agreed to establish a satellite tracking and ranging 

station in India in order to study geodetic and geodynamic problems. An 

Indo-Soviet joint balloon experiment in gamma ray astronomy is also 

scheduled to take place tJwards the end of this year. 

Similarly,India and the United States too have many collaborative 

programmes in space research. In addition to the SITE programme which I 

just mentioned, the Physi~al Research Laboratory in Ahmedabad is collaborating 

with the UnUed States Naval Research Le.boratory to monitor tr..e fluxes 

of certain important sola.r radiation. The United States has also been 

supplying meteorological 1lata and the Landsat imageries, which have been of 

great use to my country. 

r.Je have collaborativ12! arrangements also with France, the United Kingdom 

and the Federal Republic of Germany. Indian and French sdentists have been 

working on the developmen·; of a liquid propellant rocket engine and 

Ind:.an scientists and tec·,:!nicians are being trained in "the French space 

research establishments. ISRO is also producing arcd su,Pply;i..pg certA.in items 

needed for the French spaee programme. He are grateful to all those countries 

for the assistance recei~ld from their space agencies. 
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I vould now like to make a fe"rr remarks on the report of the Committee 

on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (A/32/20). Before doing so I should like 

to thank Mr. 'dyzner of Poland and Mr. Car ver of Australia who 

were Chairmen of the Legal Sub- Committee and the Scientific and Technical 

Sub-Committee, respectively, for their wise guidance and valuable contribution 

to the work of the Sub- Committees . 

The Legal Sub- Committee has made considerable progr ess during its 1977 

session, especially on the elaboration of draft principles governing the use 

by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television brcadcasting. 

I-'zy- delegation is happy that the Sub-Committee, working through its V/orking 

Group II, has been able to formulate the t ext of a principle on "consultati on 

and agreements between States" and a draft preamble . The worl::ing party of 

the vrhole appointed by the Legal Sub- Committee, which further examined that 

matt er, was also able to make some improvements . 
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However, as t he Conuni t·~ee is ;:nrare , the entire text is still in squar e 

b r ackets and there is no consensus . IvJy delegation is of t he vie'• that although 

the Horld Admi ni strative Radi o Conference he ld by the International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU) in Geneva in January- February 1977 reached 

certain agreements to prevent a spill- over of pr ogrammes, tho!'Je decisions do 

not obviate the need for separate agreements for this purpose . The princi ple 

of consultati ons and agreements i s a necessary corollary to the general 

pri nciples of international law relating to respec~ for State sovereignty and 

non - interference in the intE!rnal affairs of States . The Indian delegation 

has studied vrith i nterest the United States -Uni ted Kingdom proposal and we 

feel t hat it may be possibl<! f or the Legal pub -Committee t o for mulate a 

principle \.fhich will be saLsfactory to all. 

My delegation is happy that some additional progress has been made i n 

forrnulatil'lG further princip:.es relatina to rerrote sensing of earth ~·P-s0urces. 

My del egation is of the vie11 that. 1·ih1le the principle of s overeie nty of States 

ove r their natur al resource~; should i n no way be impaired , legal restraints 

should not be an obstacle to the extension of' the benefits of this neVI a nd 

exciti ng tee hnology t o deve:.opi ng countries . F'or example , the meteorological 

and environmental data col:.ected by remote sepsing acti vities should be 

freely available f or the benefi t of all States . My delegation commends the 

Soviet delegation f or its worldng paper on this subject pr esented to the 

Scientific and Technical Su1J-Conunittee and hopes that further study of the 

proposal recommended. by the Scientific and Technical Sub-Conunittee vrill bring 

about useful results . 

My delegation regrets 1;hat the legal Sub-Committee hl'J,s not made any 

progress regar ding the draft treaty relating to the moon . My delegati on 

Hould like to re i terate its earlier position that the moon and its natural 

resources are the corr~IT~on heri tage of manldnd and that their commercial 

exploi~ation should be under tal{en only in acr.ordan~:e vri th an internati onal 

regime . 

Befor e cconclui!ing, my del egation VTOuld like to endorse the views 

expressed by many other spe~;.l{ers before me about the effi cient manne r i n vrhich 

the Expert on Space .App::.icaticr.s has implemented the United Nations programme 
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withi n the limited budget made available to him. Some of t!,e c;redlt f or 

success in this field goes al so to vari ous t-iember States and or ganizations 

within the United Nations system, listed in paragraphs 55 to 6o of the report 

of the Cormnittee , \olhich have, through the hosting of seminars and the EWaJ d of 

fP.- ic-..•::;htps .. contributed significantl y to the success of the prograrrme . 

Support for this activity continues to be inadequate and my delegation would 

favour increased financial provision for it so that the Expe~ i s able to 

provi de adequate technica l ass i stance t o developing countries . 

Mr. PINIES (Spain) (interpretation from Spanish) : The delegation 

of Spain ha~ studied the report of t he Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space . Si nce the first artificial satellite , Sput nik, went into orbit 

2e years ago, t he Uni ted Nations has been dealing '<lith the i tem on outer space . 

Ten years have gone by since the entry i nt o force of the Treaty on 

Principles Governing the Activities of States i n t he Explo~ation and Use of 

Outer Space, i ncluding the Moon and other Celestial Bodies . I n compliance 

with that Treaty the States parties , inter alia , undertoolt not to insta:i.l 

nuclear weapons or any other ldnds of '<Teapons of mass destruct i on i n 

outer space 1 and the esteblishment of mi litary base<>, insteL~ations and 

fortifications i s probibited . In otber words, a 0enuine zo1:e of peace ·Has 

created in outer space . But uhil e scientific end technologic a] r-:coere ss has broueht 

man to the threshold of the conquest of space and the use of that environ111ent , 

legal regulations seem t o hE\ve fallen behi nd since there is still a vas 1·. 

l egal gap to be fi l led in orde r to regulate every aspect of space activities . 

Thus 1 '<Te read i n the repor t of t he Committee that the Legal Sub-Committee 

contir.ued to "give priority", but \li-1-.l,o-:.lt the desired practical resul t s : 

to t he text of a draft treaty on the moon and other celestial bodies . It i s 

to be hoped that as soon as possibl e a sat isfactory solution will be f ound 

on the subject of t he exploration and exploitation of the nat ural resources 

of those ~elestial bodies which are the common heritage of the international 

community . 
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vle eppTeciate the 9-ifficulties encountered regarding direct television 

broadcasts by satellite, in arriving at a formult:t vrhich , ,.,ithout c'letn"cting 

from the sovereignty of Si:ates, vrill not jeopardize the exercise by peoples 

and i ndividuals of the rit;ht to an exchange of information and ideas . 

In this respect we are pleased with the provisional text cf the pr i nc i ple 

cf "ccnsul tatj.c.n and agreements beb·:aen States" and a draft preamble Hhich we 

consider to be an importer~ step towards an acceptable solution, although we 

realize that it is impossible to implement fully the recommen!iation cont ained 

in operative paragraph 4 cf General Assembly resolution 31/8 . Ue also hope 

that at its next sessi on the Legal Sub-Committee will make further progress 

in its studies on the legal implications of remote sensing by means of artificial 

satellites and the definition and d~limitation of outer space , 

The delegation of Spain has studied with interest the activities of the 

Scientific and Techni cal Sub-Committee and we ?re certain that the progress 

achieved uill be to the benefit of all manki-nd . He further consider that this 

Organization should play an impor tant role in ensuring fo r all Stat es edequ8te 

access uithout d:Lscri.minaticn t o the data obt ainecl fron remote sensing . 

The delegation of Spain also agrees with the United Nations programme for 

the application of s pRee technology for J.~ [ A, as approved by tbe (!ommi t·l;ee and , 

as lJe have sal.d e arlier, l:~ a re in f Rv0ur of convening a Unitecl Nations 

conference on outer space in due course , 

My Government has been co-operating with the Coi!IIlittee and with the 

Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee by prcvi.ding the i r:formation required 

under General Assembly r es::>lution 2223 (XXI) on the activities of Spain, 

nati onally and in international co-operation, regarding oute r space, vhich are 

programmed and cp-ordinate i by the National Commission for ~pace 

Rese~rch (CONIE) .• . The inf·Hmation for last year appears in document 

A/Ac . l05/190/Add .8 , 
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Spain has continued to carry out activities in outer space with its own 

programmes, including tracking stations on our national territory and 

launching facilities for 11El Arenosillo" sounding rockets. Internationally, 

we have continued to co-operate in the mandatory programmes of the Europea.n 

Space Agency and in voluntary programmes such as AEROSAT, MAROT, SPACELAD and 

ARIANE and in other bilateral programmes also. The delegation of Spain will 

at the end of this year make available to the Secretary-General a summary 

of the space activities of my country in the yea.r 1977. 

The delegation of Spain is one of the sponsors of draft resolution 

A/C.l/32/1.43, which was introduced by the Permanent Representative of Colombia, 

my illustrious friend Mr. Zea. Its purpose is to increase the membership of 

the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. In fact, the participation 

in space activities of an ever increasing number of countries and the interest of 

all in co-operating with the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, 

counsel a review of its composition since at present it consists of only 

37 members, and they are permanent members. We believe that the participation 

of other States in the work of the Committee could be enormously beneficial 

by bringing in fresh points of view. In fact we note that, although 37 States 

are members, during its twentieth session only 34 delegations attended 

meetings, and two others did not deem it useful to participate in the debate. 

In the opinion of the Spanish delegation, in cases where there are organized 

bodies the composition of which is not subject to rotation, as is the case in 

the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, we must find a formula 

that makes it pos!:lible for the Committee to be more representative by enlarging 

the composition, bearing in mind that the United Nations has also had a 

considerable increase in the number of States Members and that we shall soon 

achieve the desired universality. By approving this draft resolution we shall 

be taking a. step towards attainment of that objective. 

The Spanish delegation :istened most attentively to the statement made 

on Wednesday last by the representative of Austria in introducing draft 

resolution A/C.l/32/1.42. While we cannot, for obvious reasons, support this 

text, we are pleased to observe the broad-mindedness reflected therein in the 
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proposal to the effect that the members of the Committee would examine ways and 

means of achieving wi der participation, including the introduction of the 

principle of rotat i on . The delegation of Spain considers that that principle 

would be very beneficial if it were introduced after we had enlarged the 

membership of the Committ~e . 

In conclusion, my delegation hopes that the Fi rst Committee will ccnsider 

and approve the draft res::>lution on co- operation in outer spa.ce , renewing the 

mandate of the Committee )n the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space . 

Mr . ELIAV (Isra·~l): My delegation ha.s studied carefully the report 

of the Committee on the P·~aceful Uses of Outer Space (A/32/20) , as well as the 

reports of its two Sub-C01nmittees (A/AC . l05/195 and 196) . We wish to 

congratul ate the Chairmen and members of those three bodies on their important 

and expert work, the results of which are succ in~ tly presented in the reports . 

He should like also to ex)ress our appreciation to the international 

organizations which co-o~~rated with the Committee and the Sub-Committees, 

including the specialized agencies and other bodies such as the Committee on 

Space Research ( COSPAR), ·~he twentieth annual meeting of which we were 

privileged to host this YE!ar in my country. The val uable contribution of 

COSPAR to the work of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space was 

demonstrated again recent:.y by the study it carried out at the req·~est of the 

Secretariat on characteriutics and capabiL. t ies of sensors for earth resources 

surveys (A/AC . 105/2d+) . ~'his study includes interesting rrater in:. on the 

demonstrated performance of remote sensing systems in such fields as 

agriculture , water and ma1·ine resources and environmental moni t aring, 

Last, but certainly not least , my delegation would like again warmly to 

commend the Division of Outer Space Affairs of the Secretariat for its vaj,x.able 

activities and in particul ar for its unswerving eff orts in t he implementation 

of the -Jni ted Na.tions Programme on Space Applications . 

The practical work of the Committee and of the two Sub-Commi ttees, and in 

particular of the Legal Sub-Committee , has in recent years centred on two main 

subjects related t o the uEe of artifici al satelli tes, namely, direct television 

broadcasting and remote se·nsing. Both of these essentially global tools , which 
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are employed in an increasing measure, present an important legal and international 

challenge: how to reconcile their tremendous potential, which promises benefits 

of importance to the quality of life of all mankind with the legitimate concerns 

of each State for the maintenance of its sovereign rights and interests. 

However~ our approach to the solution of this problem need not be similar or 

uniform. Today's world, and certainly the world of tomorrow, requires 

rapid dissemination and exchange of information in all areas of human activity, 

and we a.lready have ample evif).ence that television is a most vi tal instrument 

in the promotion of this goal. International television links have proved also 

to be an important instrument in fostering mutual understanding and awareness 

between nations, even when they may be apart politically or ideologically, 

as we again recognized only a few days ago in our region. Thus it would seem 

to my delegation that we can afford to be bolder and more imaginative in 

attempts to make the fullest use of television broadcasting by satellites for 

the benefit of all while still avoiding undesirable propaganda effects and 

especially gross distortions and misrepresentations. 
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On the other hand, we believe that in the matter of remote sensing 

special emphasis must indeed be placed on the sovereign rights of each State 

to take inventory and to control all present or future utilization and 

exploitation of its rescr.rces. This becomes all the more important because 

of the tremendous and ever-widening gap between the scientific, technological 

and economic potential of certain Powers and that of all other nations. 

Furthermore, the report of the Committee on Outer Space correctly states, 

in paragraph 42J that the use of remote sensing satellite data could be 

expected to become an integral part of national economies and their 

planning activities. International co-operation in the field of 

sensing is the only cost-effective approach to achieve these benefits for 

the majority of States and especially for the developing countries, and 

it must therefore 11e gea:r.ed carefully to a framework which will scrupulously 

safeguard national interests. 

MY delegation has noted with satisfactin that in those two central 

fields the Legal Sub-Committee has made important progress in the past year. 

Thus it has elaborated ne~ principles on the use by States of satellites for 

television broadcasting which would facilitate the conclusion of the relevant 

international agreement or agreements which we have been seeking since 1972. 

However, the difficulties which have prevented agreement on the principle 

regarding the 11consultati::m and agreement between States 11 and the preamble 

indicate that the key problem to which I have just referred, namely, the 

finding of an adequate balance between the safeguarding of sovereign rights 

and the encouragement of :>ptimum development of this outstanding to:J~. of 

space application, still =xists. 

As to remote sensing the Legal Sub-Committee has been able to formulate 

B/'lri:t·~:i1maJ. draft principL~s relating to the legal implications of earth 

resources survey by satellites. 

The activities of th:= United Nations in the damain of the peaceful use 

of outer space have been :~nd ~till are predominantly in the legal field 

and its main and concrete achievements have been international instruments 

while work continues on a1iditional drafts on this matter, some of which I have 

just mentioned. Thus we a.re celebrating this year the tenth anniversary of the 
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entering into force of the Treaty on principles governing the activities of 

States in the exploration and use of outer space, to which row country is 

pleased to be a party. 

We welcome the draft resolution in this respect s·.tl~mi·:;ted by the Ccn;ra:i ttee 

on Outer Space (A/C.l/32/L.39) and we indeed believe, as many delegations have 

already stressed, that this Treaty has made an important contribution to 

the peaceful and harmonious development of outer space research and applications 

programmes. 

However, while we share the general so:ti.sfact:ioj1 in this respect, we 

should like to express our view that the relevant United Nations bodies should 

perhaps in the future put more emphasis on the initiating of technological and 

scientific projects shared by several states or which perhaps could even be 

undertaken on a global scale through the United Jfat:: o · ,s itself. This is not ' 

said to belittle the importance of the existing involvement of the Organization 

in space facilities located in several countries but, on the contrary, 

in order to encourage much more of that kind of activity. In this context row 
delegation has noted with interest the r~ference by the r~presentative of Canada 

One of the ways in which we could take action to 'Jreacl.en the cl.:i.rect 

involvement of the Uhited Nations in space efforts could be through the 

enlargement of the responsibilities of the Secretariat in the field of 

outer space so that the Division which deals at present with this subject could 

become a United Nations centre for information and consultation on outer space 

research and application. This centre could be given the mandate and the 

capability of providing full and detailed information to Member States related 

to the current state of the art in the fields of space application and space 

science and technology. It would also supply objective and expert information 

about possible future areas of activity, about potential applications and 

benefits which might be derived from future projects and about the preparations 

needed to participate in them. Further, such a centre could provide specific 

expert consultation on a regular basis upon the request of ~ember States and, 

finally, it could be involved directly in common space projects. 
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It is evident that the Outer Space Affairs Division has already 

demonstrated that it can serve as a clearing-house for the information 

submi tted regularly by Menber States on their curr ent activi ties as well as 

a focal point for organi zlng training seminars and workshops, which have been 

most beneficial to the participating countries . Thus we have a solid basis 

on whi ch we can proceed ~) provide the United Nations with an instrument which 

could give it a more acti7e and tangible role in the f i eld of space r esearch 

and space c.ppJ_:i.cat i on. 

I now turn to the qw~stion of convening a United Nati ons conference on 

the peaceful uses of oute:r £:naceJ which is one of the subjects referred to 

in the report of the Committee before us . Our initial attitude on that 

matter would be somewhat .3ceptical in the light of the past performance of 

such conferences which demonstrated the unw i eldiness and poli tical pitfalls 

unfortunately i nvolved in them. 

However, we believe -~hat there is good reason to consider the convening of 

a l:ni ted Nations conferenee on outer space during the early 1980s , provided 

that there is adequate preparation and pro:;;·~\nu·.-!ing . Such a conference would 

have as f1..'1 obj ective the examination and possibl e i mplementation of 

international space proje<~ts which have important i mpli cati ons for all 

Member States. 

To men tion j ust one possibility , we all recognize the problem involved 

in the limitation of natural resources on J ur planet for the production of 

e nergy. We are also aware of the tremendous potential available i f we could 

effectively ·.1.t :i lize the energy produced by t he sun. 

Thus the· ~;n·:)posed conference might have as one of its major subject areas 

the possible implementation of an international project designed to facili tate 

the utilization of outer apace for the transmission to earth of unharnessed 

energy from the sun . My delegati on ·.·.nier sJ;fl.nds that such a project is technically 

feas·:_:,_i.e but that the masfliVe financial impl ications as well a s the need for 

t he benef:i:ts ' to be er;un:'.ly ci:ls·~ributed (;( 11ld b e be·~ter tnP. t 1 )~' c:.n int~;rnational 

effort rather than by sepe.rate national projects. 

Over the years t here has been an i ncreasi ng desire by Member States 

non- members of the Committee on Outer Space to participate more fully in the 
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work of the Committee, which has found eloquent expression in our 

deliberations in the past few Israel too shares the view that the scope of 

nembersh of the Committee should be widened, but we agree that this 

requires further study and that too large a membership would make it more 

difficult to obtain consensus on the specialized and technical rr:atters 

before it. ft.le were glad to note that the representatives of the Netherlands 

and Turkey took the same position in their statewents. 

draft resolution A/C.l/32/L.42, which provides for 

preparation before <~akin:'; definite action on this issue. 

Thus we sup port 

study and 
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However, we should like to stress.our belief' that in any event the 

principle of' a rotating membership, which exists in other United Nations bodies, 

should also be applied to the Outer Space Committee. He note that that idea 

has been put forward by several delegations, including some s~c:~so:cs of' 

the two draft resolutions tef'ore us. The introduction of' the principle of' 

rotation would demonstrate the universal importance and impact of' the work 

of' the Committee, and it wculd certainly enable some additional small States 

which have been active or have demonstrated an interest in the peaceful use 

of' outer space to co-operate in a more direct way in the ef'f'orts ~1 ' ·~: ... ~ ··n.~·_ted 

Nations on this matter. 

May I now deal briefly with space research and space application 

programmes carried out in Israel under the general direction of' our national 

committee on space research, on which we report regularly to the Secretary­

General. 

My delegation knows very well the limited dimensions of' Israel's 

act~vities in this field. However, we believe it might be of' interest tc 

indicate once again that even small States can participate in the global 

ef'f'ort concerning outer space. Firstly, we are indeed happy to be connected 

in some small way with the subject of' space flights. Thus scientists f'rom 

the Department of' Geophysics and Planetary Sciences at the University of' 

Tel Aviv are conducting Skylab measurements over Israel and related 

on the basis of' an agreement with the National Aeronat:.tics and Space 

Administration (NAS:\.). The results of' these research activities which relate 

to the fields of' geology, h:fdrology and agriculture are also available to 

scientists f'rom all over th: world. Among the space research projects which 

have been initiat<=:d in Isra•:l itself' I should like to mention the study of' 

the correlation between the forces of' the moon and earthquakes, the properties 

of' comets, the analysis of' ,;olar wind data, the structure of' X-ray sources, 

and nuclear reaction in f'la:;.-e regions. 

As f'or space application programmes tn Israel, these include 'Work on 

the performance of' remote sensing in the study of' earth resources, of' the 

ecology of' arid zones- a subject which has special importance f'or my country-
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and of the detection of surface and water pollution. Other programmes 

deal with balloon-to-satellite transmitting systems, the thrust control of 

solid propellant rockets and the parameters of the climatic relevance of 

space-based observations. Recently, work has also started on space biology 

and life detection in space. 

I should like to ):<::fer also to some of the facilities on the ground 

related to space research in Israel: a radio observatory near Haifa which 

conducts ionospheric investigations and studies of radio-wave propagation 

between satellites and the earth; an astronomical observatory located in 

Mitzpe Ramon in the Negev which carries out research in astrophysics and 

planetary physics; a Lidar system at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, which 

is used in part for the detection of stratospheric aerosol layers; a satellite 

earth c:::>ttrr:untcattons ste.J:.ion Rt Emeq Ha 1 ela cl:::>se to J"eruselem; a.nd a rocket 

facility for launches to high altitudes and the retrieval of payloads by 

parachute and optical tracking. 

In all those space activities in Israel international co-operation is 

a. pri.~•1e and essential element. vle maintain active links with research institutes 

and individual scientists and experts in many countries vhi.~h we shall always 

be happy to <::>XJ:Fnr3. The most important milestone for Israel in that context 

was the holding i.n Tel Aviv of the 20tl: 8u:ual m-=<"-'; o:E' the Ccmmi..tteP. 

on P~? Research (COSPAR) established by the International Council of 

Scientific Upions (Icsu:, to which we were pleased to b"! th~ hosts in Tel Aviv 

in June 1977. bbout 500 scientists and experts from 30 States and a number 

of international organizations attended this Conference. \'le were indeed happy 

to welcome participants from the United States and the Soviet Union, from 

Canada, Japan and India and also from several countries in Hestern and Eastern 

Europe, as well as from the Outer Svace Division of the United Nations 

Secretariat. Over 400 research papers were presented, including 24 by Israeli 

scientists. As to the actual work of the meeting, symposia were held on 

topics such as new ~_nstn.n:or.tat "'.cJn for space astronomy, the study of travelling 

interplanetary phenomena, the Viking experiments on Mars and the contribution 

of space observation to global food information systems. 
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In addition, working groups and panels were organized on such subjects 

as space biology, inter planetary magnetosphere, the international solar 

system programme and data problems . 

May I say that the meeting was generally regarded as having been 

successful and instructive and ttat we are looking forward to welcoming to 

Israel further international gatherings in the field of outer space, such as 

one of the future congresses of the International Astronautical Federati on. 

Space activities, by iefinition, stress our global coherence and 

solidarity. Despite the tremendous gap in potential and performance that 

cxistl'l h"'tween certa i.n gr -=at P0w-2rs and all other States i.n th i..s fi.eld, 

nevertheless,~ even those P•)wers need the co- operation of ott.::~ · nations in 

order to pursue their efforts in outer space . 

May I once again refe:r to the 11 '.':- :u.~:e.J. story of the a ttempt to construct 

a tower reaching into heav•m, namely, the Tower of Babel, which may :r:-::r.hs.ps 

be regarded as the first recorded effort at what we may call space resear ch . 

He are told that that effo::-t was predicated on a situation in which o::': -=r ytcdy 

understood the words of hi::; nr'lp:tl'> ;J t:J.'~ , and that the project failed when that 

s'..-i; ~:ati.on chan(';ed a nd reenk.tnd began s:;:eaki.ng i.n rH ' 'ferent and riisp ~;~ra.te 

languages . Thus what we m:Lght call today international harmony is stressed 

as having been decisive fo:~ the success or failure of that undertaking . 

Today, although our lnnguages are still different, each of us shares a 

common determination to promote international co- operation for the maximum 

benefit of 111ankind . Let that approach guide us in all our efforts to conquer 

outer space . 

Mr . VUKOVIC (Yugoslavia) : Twenty years have elapsed since the 

launching of the first artlficial earth satellite and the establishment of the 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space . This is an occasi on to recall 

the :r"" f>l ·= t;s that have been achieved with regard to the explorati on of outer 

space as well as codificatton of international instr uments on the conduct of 

States in this field . 
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'I'here is no need to emphasize the importance of achievements in the field 

of the exploration of outer space and the practical application of their results. 

Suffice it to say that millions of people already feel in their daily lives 

the benefits of the results ach~ved by contemporary science in this sphere. 

The revolutionizing of the system of communications, the study of 

meteorological forecasts, the following and examination of the problem of 

pollution of the human environment, the rr"mo-1-,c sensing of the "'Rr+h from space 

and a number of other still undiscovered or insufficiently tested possibilities 

point to the importance of further exploration of outer space and improvement 

of space tr::t;trv:.;_ogy. Yugoslavia is devoting jts full atte:r:ti(\r:. to that quel'ltion 

and is gradually taking part: to the exte~,t tbat it is ab~.e, :n the 

general effdrts in the study and practical application of scientific discoveries 

made so far. 
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In this regard, we ar·:: co.-operating successfully with other States in 

taking part in existing international activities. Precisely with this 

purpose in mind, a meeting of a number of representatives of the non-aligned 

countries held at Sarajevo recently considered the possibility and agreed on 

the principles of promotints co-operation among non-aligned countries tn the 

field of television broadc;lsting. 

Significant progress has been made, in the meantime, in the field of 

codification of internatio:1al legal instruments. In this respect, the 

United Nations should be p;3Xti.cularly commended for having realized in 

time the importance and ne,~essity of engaging in this important and useful work. 

During this period the Co~nittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space has 

new and just as important documents which will affect evPn more c1 i.rectly the 

pc•sitisn and conduct of States -tn thPir internaticn8.l relat·i ons. I have in 

mind here, primarily, the e:laboration of principles governing the use of 

artificial earth satelliteB for direct television broadcasting and the 

formulation of principles governing the question of remote sensing. Of 

course, my delegation atts<:hes tte seme ettentior: to tht:" work of the 

Legal Sub-Committee on a dJ~aft treaty relating to the moon and an agreement on 

the delimitation of outer upace. 

Having precisely in m:~nd the importance we attach to the work of the 

Committee relatinc; to the formnlatior; of the aforementioned principles, we have 

studied with attention the report of the Committee. and listened. very 

carefully to the introductory statement made by IV.r. Jo.nkcwi tsch. I 

would like to avail myself of this opportunity to congratulate him, 

on behalf of my delegation; on his excellent introduction of the report of the 

Committee, as well as his dedicated work in the Committee. The report of the 

Committee presents a clear picture of the stage that has been reached with 

rega.rd to the consideration of the aforementioned questions. This enables 

the delegations that do noi. participate in the work of the Committee to follow 

more easily and participatE: actively in the consideration of the report. 
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MY delegation appreciates the results that the Committee has achieved 

this year. He have noted with particular interest the progress made with 

respect to the formulation of principles governing the use by States of 

artificial satellites for direct television broadcasting. It emerges from 
. ("f 

the report that agreement has been reached with regard to a certain number of 

paragraphs of the preamble, which is a positive development. It appears also 

that progress has been achieved in formulating the principle of consultation 

and agreement between States with regard to direct television broadcasting. 

I would like to stress that my delegation attaches to this principle the 

importance that it deserves, namely, that it is necessary) in our opinion, to take 

into account the sovereign right of all States to regulate by themselves 

the question of dissemination of visual information in accordance with their 

specific circumstances. He believe that it is imperative to respect the 

sovereignty of States in this field, particularly if we bear in mind the 

fact that there exist different conditions, especially with regard to 

levels of development of various countries and hence differences with respect 

to possibilities for equitable co-operation on this matter. The less 

developed countries should in no w~ become the object of rivalry among 

developed countries. He consider that the search for a solution to 

this question need not constitute a great problem, particularly i.f we have in 

mind that the aim of direct television broadcasting should be to contribute to 

the strengthening of peace and understanding among States and peoples, 

and to promote the intellectual enrichment of man. 

We have noted with the same interest the progress made in formulating 

principles relating to remote sensing. MY delegation supports the recommendation 

of the Committee that the Sub-Committee should continue its work on the basis 

of high priority, and give detailed consideration to the legal implications 

of remote sensing, with the aim of formulating draft principles relating to 

remote sensing. We share the view of delegations which consider that it is 

necessary to work out a. generally acceptable text of a principle to safeguard 

the sovereign rights of all countries, in particular the sovereign rights of 

developing countries, over their natural resources as well as information 

concerning those resources. I believe that the reasons for adopting such 

a stand are obvious. The non-aligned and developing countries have expressed 
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on numerous occasions their determination to protect their sovereign rights 

over t heir natural resource:; . It is inconceivable that they could renounce 

t h is principl e in regard to the exp l oration of their natural resources . 

I would 1 ike to welcom(~ the decision of t he Committee on the establ ishment 

of a t ask force to consider the question of or g anizing an international 

conference on the peaceful ases of outer space . He have a lready given our 

support, i n p:rinc iplP., to t he convening of such a conference and wish to 

reit erate that , in view of t he ra.pid progress i.n t his area) the boldine; of 

such a conf erence in the fol'eseeable future is quite justified . We agree, 

of course , t hat the conference should be v1el l prepared and that i t s convening 

s hould not be linked to , or conditioned by, ot her conferences . ~,fe believe 

that pr obl ems involving the peaceful uses of outer space deserve special 

attent ion . 

May I a l so r efer to the question of expanding the membership of the 

Commi ttee . Ther e is no doubt that there is a growing interest among States in 

the wor k of this body of the General Assembly. This is qui te unders t andabl e 

when we bear in mi nd the qunstions on which the Commi ttee i.s engaged a t 

pres ent and , generally speakirg , t he increased impor tance of the pr oblems 

i nvolved . It seems t o us that t he desire of a cer tain number of States to take 

an active part in the v1ork of t he Committee, and thus contribute dir ectly t o 

t he elaboration of internat~~onal i nstruments in the f i eld of space l aw , is 

quit e leg i tima.te . 

As several d elegations have already pointed out , the Commi ttee was for med 

20 ye ars ago when our Organ:~zation was much smaller in s i ze . I n spite of the 

enlargement of t he membersh·~p of t he Committee a f ev1 years ago, i ts present 

compos i tion is not satisf actory and does not correspond to present needs • 

Hy del egation sees ;:v :real :.·eason for not adoptin~; c> t t hi s 

thirt y - second session, a dec:ision on further increasing the membership of the 

Committee as pr op osed i n drt~t res olution A/C . l /32/L. 43 , of which Yugoslavia 

i s one of the s pons ors . 



MD/kd A/C.l/32/PV .45 
34-35 

Mr. RAZAFINDRATOVO (Madagascar) (interpretation from French): MY 
delegation has been following with the utmost interest the statements made 

by preceding speakers regarding this particular agenda item. In particular, 

we appreciated the report submitted by Mr. Jar.JwwiJ~sch of Austria, 

Chairman of the Committee on Outer Space, on the work of the Committee and 

of its two :::ub .. corr.mi ttees during the past year, and on the problems which 

remain pending. 

~1enty years have already passed since the first Sputnik was launched 

into orbit, thus opening up promising perspectives for mankind. It would be 

tedious to recall here the many scientific and technological advances which 

have occurred in the course of the last year when man was freed from the "'eight 

of the earth and became acquainted with a. new world unknown until then. The 

most spectacular result which has made an impression on the imagination of 

the ~asses sti~l remains the television picture of the planet Earth 

in its entirety, thus proving that the peoples who live on it have a common 

destiny. 

The developing countries which are still trtireri in tl1eir problems o·::­

political survival, of economic take-off) and of assertin[.( their mrn 

identity, were not the last to become interested in outer space. The 

tAchnc 1o~iccl h;_e; 11hich characterizes those societies did not p1·event them 

from properl~,- a,ssessinc; thl" benefits they coulcl deri Ye frnm space research. 
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Indeed, could not outer space provide these people, \-rho for so long have 

been dominated and left out, i-ri th the opportunity for accelerated development, 

thus enabling them to effect a vast saving of time. 

My country is a party to the Agreement of 19 December 1967 on the rescue 

of astronauts and to the Cuter Space Treaty of 27 January 1968, and has 

constantly shoun great interest in outer space, and above all in the beneficial 

fall-out from space research, particularly in regard to telecommunications and 

meteorology. 

Furthermore, Madagascar, over which the orbit of a number of 

satellites passes naturally attaches great importance to the preparation 

and conclusion of an international treaty on the moon and also the treaty 

bearing on the use of outer space and its various aspects, and particularly 

the important concept of trthe common heritage of mankind", wh_ich has already 

been ~sed by the General Assembly in a Declaration on the sea-bed and ocean 

floor. 

Finally, since we are situated in a zone where there are many tropical 

depressions which every year severely damage our economy and claim many 

victims, Madagascar is ver;r partie ularly interested in the use of meteorological 

satellites which are so us•3ful and effective in detecting cyclones from their 

inception. This new technology will also enable the authorities concerned to 

take appropriate measures on time to lessen in so far as possible the baneful 

effects of these natural d:~sasters. In this respect, my delegation is most 

pleased with the establishnent in Madagascar of a system for detecting cyclones, 

thanks to the co-operation of the United Nations Development Programme. 

In this context, I would express to the representative of India our heartfelt 

sympathy in connexion with the recent cyclone which has just devastated a part 

of his country and claimed so many victims. 

He have also noted wi1;h interest the report of the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. :My delegation supports the recommendations 

to give priority to the qUE!Stions of remote sensing of the earth by satellite, 

the United Nations programme on space applications and the convening of a 

United Nations conference en outer space. 
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Madagascar also welcomes the progress made by the Committee in the 

elaboration of principles governing the use by States of artificial earth 

satellites for direct television broadcasting. 

But we must insist on the strict delimitation between international 

co-operation and the sovereign right of each State to decide on its programmes 

for education, information and entertainment. 

As my delegation sees it, the est~blishment of a common ~ultural basis for 

mankind, a result of cultural interpenetration, however desirable, must not 

prevail over the affirmation of the cultural identities of each region and each 

country. The propaganda of blocs which have had their hours of glory at the 

time of the cold war should not now spread world-wide. 

1·le consider also that these principles remain valid for the legal 

implications of remote sensing. Indeed, we need to have a text which can 

safeguard the sovereign rights of all States, and in particular the sovereign 

rights of the developing countries over their natural resources and over data 

concerning those resources. 

It is to say the least surprising that States do not have valuable data, 

necessary for the rational use of their own resources, whereas I,;c..re developed 

countries which have advanced technology do not hesitate to obtain such data. 

Just as we believe that meteorological data with a bearing on the 

environment must be supplied to the entire world community, so we consider 

also that data concerning our natural resources should not be disseminated 

by multinational organizations which, in that case, simply play the game of 

the great Powers which have the technical and :fina.ncial capability to exploit 

such data for their own ends. It is inconceivable that the sovereignty of a 

State should not apply :first and foremost to the natural resources of that State. 

My delegation is equally pleased with the United Nations Programme on 

space applications. We are pleased in particular with the seminars which have 

been held in various parts of the world on the applications of remote sensing 

for the study and development of natural resources in the developing countries 

in the fields of agriculture, forestry, the use of soils and the study of 

water resources. 
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The studies and experiments carried out with educational television and the 

use of solar epergy with the aid of space techniques are also of the utmost 

interest to us. 

It was with the major role that the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

Space could pl~y in m~nd that my country became a co-sponsor of draft 

resolution A/C.l/32/L.43, designed to increase the number of members of the 

Committee from 37 to 47. 

As we all know, ori~:;inally there were 24 members and now there are 37. The 

draft resolution we are Embmitting to the First Committee simply gives cpncrete 

form to the growing interest of many States in the work of the Committee. 

Whatever its level of deYelopment, each interested State would, under the, draft 

resolution, be able to make its contribution to the work of the Committee. For 

our part, we believe thai; such an enlargement can in no way be a barrier to a 

deeper st).ldy of the prob:_ems which are of interest to the entire international 

community, 

The establishment of outer space legislation, parallel in many ways with 

the establishment of, a new law of the sea will, we are certain, serve the common 

interests of mankind. 

Accordingly, the delegation of Madagascar supports the establishment of a 

working group to conside:~ the questions related to the convening of a Unite~ 

Nations conference on ou·~er space which might be held as early as next year. 

Mr. DI\MANIK (I:1dones1a): My delegation wishes at the outset to thank 

th!= Chairman of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, 

Mr. Jankowitsch, for his excellent introduction of the report of the Committee. 

It placed the various is3ues in their proper perspective and. illuminated their 

ramifications for the menbers of the international community. The Committee on 

the Peaceful ~ses of Outer Space, of which Indonesia has the honour to be a 

member, has continued, within the limits of its mandate, to fulfil its role as 

the fpcal point of international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer 

space. We hope that· in the future it will be possible to promote additional 

areas of co-operation. 



NR/gmm Aj C.l/32/PV. 45 
41 

(l-tr. Damanik, Indonesia) 

It has been two decades since the launching of Sputnik inaugurated a 

new era in the utilization of space by mankind. This has been followed by 

a succession of dramatic technological achievements. Particular mention 

should be made of the landing of men on the moonJ remote sensing of the earth 

and satellite communications. In the context of continuing technological 

progressJ we feel that the United Nations not only can provide the political 

and legal framework for these developments but also can facilitate access 

to these n~v forces of science and technology in outer space. 

I should 11011 like to describe briefly the activities recently undertaken 

by LAPAN, the Indonesian National Institute of Aeronautics and Space. LAPAN 

has formulated several short-range and long-range plans lThich will carry 

Indonesian space activities forward into the next decade. One of the key 

activities l7hich LAPAN is assigned to undertake is the development of 

skills and e:cpertise through the establishment of a LAPAN training centre. 

Since the beginning of this year three important projects have been 

initiated. One such project is related to environmental and 11eather 

observation satellite utilization, <vhich is designed to improve the quality 

and size of ileather satellite pictures as well as to evaluate lleather 

satellite data. A second such project is the development of meteorological 

and earth resources rockets designed to meet specific Indonesian requirements. 

Under this project, efforts will also be initiated to expand the technological 

capability to launch scientific rockets. A third project on laboratories 

for space applications of earth resources is intended to enhance both 

softuare and hardware interfaces suited to Indonesian conditions and 

requirements. The know-hmr and experience to be gained from these programmes 

are likely to contribute to other forms of space applications in Indonesia. 

All these projects are in line with the resolve of the Indonesian 

Government to meet the needs for up-to-date and complete information on 

earth resources by taking advantage of the advances made in aerospace 

technology. For this purpose it is the Government's intention to increase 

and further develop the existing facilities of the Indonesian National 

Institute of Aeronautics and Space to ensure that the Institute Hill provide 

adequate services to various government agencies in their field programmes. 
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An additional project of great importance undertaken by Indonesia is 

in the field of satellite cowaunications. The two PALAPA satellites have 

already revolutionized communications a~ongthe 27 provinces of the country, 

although their impact is yet to be fully evaluated. Nevertheless, it is 

already clear that their contribution to national development 1-lill continue 

to grov, and the need for satellite services in the years ahead 1-lill not be 

confined only to communications, information and education but vTill extend 

to other social, economic and industrial programmes of the country. 

In addition to serving the needs of Indonesia, the PALAPA satellite 

system can make a significant contribution to the development of the entire 

region of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN). Telecommunication 

experts of the ASEAN member ccuntries have agreed in principle to the 

possibility of using the PALAPA satellite. This w·ill facilitate the 

ASEAN teleconununication network which will cover satellite communications, 

education, information ani television services among the member countries. 

I should nm1 like to turn to the report of the Outer Space Committee 

which vle are considering. The outcome of the draft moon treaty is of great 

importance to all the members of the international community and in 

particular to the developing nations. In vie'" of these considerations, 

my delegation is of the firm opinion that the principle of the common 

heritage of mankind shouli be recognized as a fundamental element of such 

a treaty. As a corollary, the rights of exploration and exploitation 

must be carefully defined in order to ensure an equitable sharing of 

possible benefits from suJh activities. This can be done only through the 

establishment of an international legal regime, which will ensure that the 

resources of the moon -vrill not be exploited only for the benefit of the 

few· and will not be considered the exclusive domain of those who are capable 

of exploring and exploiti1g them. To that end, it would be of great 

importance that all States commit themselves to the principle of an 

international regime for these purposes. 
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It is equally essential to recognize that the relevant provisions of 

the Treaty on Outer Space cannot but be construed as indicating that the 

moon and other celestial bodies constitute a joint trust of all States. 

My delegation is convinced that the incorporation of these principles in the 

draft moon treaty will facilitate the common use by all States of the rescurces 

of outer space and will thus prevent the moon and other celestial bodies 

from becoming a source of conflict in the future. 

Hy delegation is gratified to note that some progress has been made 

concerning the principles of consultation and agreement bet;leen States, on 

the rights of States to which programmes might be directed and also on the 

rights of States affected by technically unavoidable spill-over. My 

delegation has in the past not only repeatedly drawn the attention of the 

international community to the harmful impact of an unfettered flow of 

information on the social, cultural and political life of nations but also 

expressed the apprehension that .such an unregulated flou might well become 

a source of international conflict in the future. The international 

community recognized the validity of such concerns when the General Assembly 

at its second session recommended the adoption of measures to combat the 

dissemination of distorted reports likely to disturb friendly relations 

among states. In this oonnexion it may be recalled that a number of 

international conventions have incorporated provisions vThich provide 

protection for States that might be affected by misleading and pernicious 

information. 

In vieVT of these factors and the recognition tl:a t direct satellite 

broadcasting to foreign States should be based solely on prior consent, my 

delegation deems it essential that the principle of consultation and 

agreement to be considered by the Legal Sub-Committee should be elaborated 

so as to adequately reflect those concerns. In our view such an approach 

would take into ace aunt the need to safeguard the sovereign rights of States 

as well as non-interference in internal affairs and would thus facilitate 

the evolution of a direct satellite broadcasting system to its full 

potential. 
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My delegation share~ the view that the United Nat ions should play a 

co-ordinating role in the field of remote-sensing activities . The value 

of remote sensing is vridely recognized . Broad dissemination of material 

gathered by satellites he.s already taken place. These developments make :i t 

all the more imperative t .hat r ules be f ormulated to protect the legitimate 

rights of the sensed States . Of equal importance, moreover, is the need to 

ensure the confidentialii.y of the data collected. In our viev, these concern::; 

are adequately reflected in the unnumbered principle in annex III of the 

report of t he Legal Sub-Committee, vrhich recoc;nizes the principle :>f 

sovereignty of states ov€:r their natural resources and over information 

concerning those resourc€:s . In our vievr, this represents an equitable 

solution to the problems posed by remote-sensing activities . 

The problem of the c:efinition and delimitation of outer space , which 

has not received adequatE: attention in the past , s hould no longer be neslected . 

In our viev, t here is a pressing need t o define outer space in vie,., of the 

fac t that certain new types of activities have become a reality . These 

activi t i es have the potential to blur the distinction bett•een air space and 

outer space , \·thich of necessity must be governed by separate legal regimes. 

He are pleased to note t he progress made by the Scientific and Technical 

Sub-Committee during its last session. Due t o the importance of the access 

arrl availability of remotely sensed data , the Sub-Committee i s to be commended 

for its success in formu:.ating a definition of "data" and "infor maticn" . 

I wish to infor m the members of this Committee , in this context, t hat in vievr 

of the benefits which ar<l to be derived from remote ~ensing Indonesia 

has decided to set up a :~eceiving station of its own . The facili ties of 

this receiving station w:~ll be made available to other cruntries i n the 

region. 
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As the Sub-Committee's report clearly emphasizes, the increased use of 

remote sensing techniques will require enhanced international co-operation 

for acquiring its full benefits. It will also be necessary to provide 

adequate training facilities in the field of remote sensing, particularly 

to the developing countries. Fe hope that the United Nations role in this 

regard will be enhanced. In my delegation 1 s view it would also be desirable 

for the United Nations to explore problem areas where international solutions 

might be required an4 in particular, the special problems of developing 

countries. 

My delegation welcomes the establishment of an ad hoc working group 

to consider the factors involved for the possible convening of a second 

United Nations conference on outer space issues. \·Je reiterate our support 

for the convening of such a. conference in view of the major advances that 

have been made in the application of space technology to economic dP.VP.lo:t:men:, 

in the last ten years. The conference will promote in a tangible way further 

prospects for international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space. 

In conclusion, I would like to refer to the problem of the expansion 

of the membership of the Committee. He are happy to note that many countries 

have expressed their desire to become members of the Committee. Indonesia 

&h:ays supports the widest participation possible and therefore welcomes 

tbat trend. VIe hope this matter can be solved in a way ttat ~•il-l be 

agreeable to all concerned. 

Mr. CORREA DA COSTA (Brazil): It is with pleasure that my delegation 

takes part once again in the debate on the items relet 

co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space. 

to international 

As a member of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of ~uter Spaae, my 

delegation is in a privileged position to address to Mr. Jankowitsch of 

Austria our expression of gratitude for the comprehensive manner in which 

he presented to the First Committee the report ( doct:ment _f:o,J3:)/?.n) of this 

traditionally prcductivc; bcdy 0f the U.1it2d Rations. 

Under Mr. Jankowitsch 1 s experienced leadership, the Outer Space Committee 

was able at its twentieth session, held this year in Vienna, to pursue its 

fruitful consideration of the important matters with which it is entrusted. 
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Our appreciation mw:t also be expressed to the Chairmen of the two 

subsidiary bodies of the Committee, Mr. ~-Jyzner of Poland and Mr. Carver of 

Aus tralia, for the exempl ary manner in which they conducted the tasks of 

these RUb-Committees. 

The quality of the v•ork of the Ccrnmittee and its two subsidiary bodies 

is also in direct relation to the high standards of efficiency end . 

thoroughness demonstretec. by the Secretariat, end ~r. Perek and Mr • . Robinson 

of the Outer Space Affairs Division are to be specia.lly congratulated. A 

word of thanks also goes t o Mr. Murthy for his un~iring efforts in 

implementing the Uni ted :Kations Space Application Programme in spite of 

serious financial constraints. 

May I here reiterate the position of Brazil on ma.tters relating t o outer 

space. MY Government attaches the utmost importance to the promotion of 

international ~o-o:t:eratic n in the peaceful explore.tion and util:ization of 

outer s paee. In our view, the highest express ion of co-operation in this 

field is to be found in the furthering of an orderly development of space 

activities which would bear in mind the interests of all countries, 

irrespective of their level of scientific or economic development, and in 

a manner that should contemplate both the necessary encouragement of the 

advancement of space tect nology an~ the necessary extension of the rule of 

law to the extraterrestrial sphere. 

The accelerated development of space technology and the ever growing 

number of its applications of direct interest to man 1 s life on earth has 

justified the continuous elaboration by the international community of 

agreements and conventions designed to regulate specific aspects of t hose 

activities . That process, in which the Outer Space Committee has played a 

major and instrumental role, has given more substance to the development 

of the rule of law in outer space inaugurated by the 1967 Treaty. 

The Brazilian Goverrunent has in this context participated actively 

in the negotiations condu·::ted by the United Nations which resulted in 

a series of importe.nt int~rnational instruments. lrlith the same endeavour 

we are presently engaged ln the Cuter Space Committee On efforts t o 

come up with consensual t~~xts for a Treaty on the moon end other celestial 
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bodies, on principles governing the activities of States in the field of direct 

television broadcasting by satellites and or. principles for the remote sensing 

of the earth from space. 

It seems clear to my delegation that this trend towards the elaboration 

of specific legal frameworks for the different space applications and 

situations not encompassed by the 1967 Treaty obeys imperatives brought 

about by the very development of space technology, the growing awareness 

of its important impact in the lives of nations and the advancement of 

international co-operation in space matters. 

In this context, it should be emphasized that the major part of these 

pioneering activities, although undertaken in outer space whose peaceful 

exploration and use is free in terms of the 1967 Treaty, exerts through its 

applications a dirept influence in the economic, social and political spheres 

of sovereign States. 

For Brazil, therefore, international co-operation in this field should 

not be limited to arrangements of a purely scientific or technical nature 

Lor shou}.d it he d.eprJ'-'"'1. of the r:er::..-:ssary advanct: ha.;~kL1g of' agrf>ed norms that 

wc.uld determine, in Hn explicit wanner, the rights and duties of States in the 

carrying out of these activities. 

It is also clear to my delegation that, as the 1967 Treaty states, the 

exploration and use of outer space should be ca.rried out for t}1e benefit and 

interest of all countries, whatever their stage of development. 

In our view, several elements follow naturally from the principles 

contained in the outer space Treaty. In the first instance, in those cases 

where certain space appliaations directly a.ffect economic and social 

development and the political and legal life of S;tates, the sovereign 

r::.ghts of the StR":;es concerned must be recognized. 

The particular interest of developing countries in the benefits derived 

from the use of outer space must also be recognized. Outer space and, in 

particular, the moon and other celestial bodies should be considered the 

common heritage of mankind. That principle applies in particular to situations 

where in practice the existence of dissimilar conditions among States in the 
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exploration end use of out,~r space could be implied in de facto national 

occupation and in :the deplHtion of resources of a finite character and of 

universal interest. Those situations require internati onally agreed and 

specific regi tres that woul d take into account the rishts of all parties 

effected and concerned. 
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of negotiations towards general and complete disarmament under effective 

international control, for the imposition of a strictly peaceful use of outer 

space. Not only should the prohibition of the emplacement of objects 

nuclear weapons or any other type of arms of mass destruction continue to be 

respected, but also the use of all equipment of a military nature or envisaged 

for other hostile purposes should be outlawed. Systems of verification and 

international safeguards should, in this sense, be agreed upon. 

The necessity for prcmot an equitable transfer of teclcnoloc;y and of 

sharing, in a non-discriminatory way, benefits accruing from space applications 

is evident; scientific and technological development should take place in the 

cont,ext of a neu international economic order. 

It is fair that the international community should expect from 

ccuntries which took upon themselves the pioneering task of the exploration 

and use of outer space, that they assume, with the same vigour, the consequent 

responsibility of ensuring an orderly development of their space activities, 

and respect for the legitimate interests and sovereign rights of other States, 

through the negotiation of internationally agreed and nz instruments. 

A prompt international decision on the defin:itj or delimitation of the 

very concept of 11outer space11 is long overdue in view of the absence of a 

definition of the scope and field of application of the 1967 Treaty and of the 

establishment of an internationally agreed regime for the sui generis case of 

the geo-stationary orbit, now JT.enaced by the overcrowding of space objects. 

The United Nations is the focal point ?or international negotiations on 

outer space and iR ~co assume An irw in~portFmt :role co-orrl:LnBt,ion 

of international space activities and their app'L''ations. 

It is imperative to ensure a link between the constant evolution 

of space technology and its applications and the necessary elaboration of legal 

instruments to regulate those activites. 

There is, in this aspect, not necessarily a contradiction between the 

strengthening of international co-operation in space matters and respect for 

national interests and sovereign of States: the coming of age of new 

techno1.ogies ot: - scope shou:;_d not conflict with enshrineD_ in 

the Charter of the United Nations. 
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The convening of a Uni te,i Nations conference on outer space, if carefully 

prepared, >-Till contribute favourably to the rationalization of space activities. 

Among the sovereign rights of States raised by the introduction of space 

applications, the following CJUld be highlighted: first, the right of a 

State to oppose the utilizatiJn of space applications which would imply 

restrictions in the exercise Jf its sovereign rights over its natural resources 

or which would affect the implementation of pxojects and programmes essential 

to its economic and social development; secondly, the right of a State over 

data and information, obtainei through space means, relating to territories 

under its jurisdiction; thirdly, the right of a State regarding the inflow of 

transmissions originated by space means; and fourthly, the right of States 

over the use of finite space resources, geo-stationary orbit and resources of 

celestial bodies in particular. 

Hi th these views in mind, my delegation has participated in the >vork of the 

Outer Space Committee and its subsi.diary bodies in the current year. lle endorse 

the report ~res~nted to us in document A/32/20. 

The question of enlarging the Outer Space Committee 1 s membership has been 

put forward to us by severR.l countries this year. May I just state here that 

my country has no re~ervatior.s concerning the restructuring implied by 

draft resolution A/C.l/32/L.~3, and hopes that this major change in the 

Committee's membership, a definite proof of the General Assembly's interest 

in the productive work done EO far by this b9dy of the United Nations, will be 

Although Brazil is not a major space Power, it will continue to participate 

act-:.vely in the future >mrl{ of the Outer Sp1=1.ce Committee> 1vith the :wpe that 

this promising new field of l:.uman activity, in itself the very symbol of the 

ingenuity and daring of man j n this century, will be conducted in the common 

interest of all nations. 
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Mr . ROS (Ar gentina ) (interpretation from Spanish ) : In the first 

place the delegation of .~geLtina wishes to congratulate Mr. Peter Jankowitsch 

for the clear and complete introduction he gave when presenting t he Committee ' s 

repo r t as well as f or his skill and devotion in guiding the work of the 

Committee . Ue a).so wish to express our appreciation t o Mr . Carver of 

Australia and Mr . Uyzner of Poland f or t heir concern and diligent guidance 
1~ ; 

of the debates of the two Sub- Committees . 

This year we are celebrating the t wentiet h anniversary of the t eg i.r:r1l.ng 

of the conquest of outer space and the tenth anniversary of the entry into 

f~J'~'e of t hP " 't'reaty on Pr i.nci.ples Govern i.n~ t.l~e Act-l..vi.t'i.es o·~ Stl'ltes 1.n t he 

Expl oration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial 

Bodies" . 

The progress and advances made in the last 20 years of space activity 

may make us feel very proud but we should not forget the responsibilities with 

which we are now f aced and t he need for tr~ad international co- operation so as 

to carry f orward our task. 

A clear example is to be found in the Legal Sub- Committee which i s at the 

JLoment dedi.cati.nr; itsPH t:::> el.F>l'·o:rattng thr.;;e c1:raft ·':reat'I. 'O'S \-Jh ~ch 8H? as i.m:ror t ant 

AS the f::;ur Convent i.r.ms F. lready r.onc:lud"!d. 

The Republic of Argentina has participated actively i n the Committee since 

its establishment in 1957 and it i s t here that. my country states in detail and 

in depth its positi on on each of the items under review and debate, Hbi.c'h ;.s Hhy 

at th i.s ti.me I shall refer t':l only S('me of the i.tems >Th i.ch are o:: speci.a::.. 

i.mpr-l·1:nnce for the= fntur F. u ork of the Ccmmi.ttee cr: thP PP::;cef ul l!s es ·.>f Ont cr 

Space . 
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delegation wishes clc:arly to state that we consider it essential that the 

pri.nc i.ple of the corrmon heri. tage of rnanktnd govern the regime of the natural 

resources of the moon and other celestial bodies and that that i.ple be 

included in the text of the and not be relegated to an alternative or 

optional protocol, as sorr::e dE:legati.ons have 

The Republ i.e of Argentina considers it an elementary rule that any activity 

of the remote sensing of natural resources tr:ust be by co-operation and 

consultation between the State carrying out the remote sensing and the State 

being remotely sensed, as lve:_l as by the princi.r;le of the permanent sovereignty 

of ~tates over their own natnral resources and the rie;ht to dispose of 

them and of the data obtained on them. The interesting and constructive debate 

which resulted in the draftirig of six new draft pr-inc les to be added to the 

existing five, shows it is p(lSSible to move ahead on this subject in a spirit 

of compromise. 

As regards the item of clirect television broadcasti.ng, my delegation 

believes that, despite the considerable progress that has been achieved, there still 

remain to be solved certain that are delicate and of special importance, 

such as overspill in particu:.ar. It is our hope that, together with the idea of 

freedom of i.nformati.on, delegati. ons will take i.nto account the concepts of 

for the s and independence of States, non-intervention, and that the 

prtnciple of the right and duty to hold c::::msultations among States is of capital 

importance in this entire s 

The work done by the Sc-_entific and Technical Sub-Committee regarding the 

classification of remote senuing data into three categories based on spatial 

resolution seems most intere~;ti.ng, as also do efforts to arrive at defini.tions of 

the data and information obtained from remote sens 

very 1-1ise to establish at it;; r:ext session a '" 

Similarly, ive think i.t 

group of the Scientific and 

Technical Sub-Committee to s~;udy the possibility and desirability of convening a 

second international conference on outer space. 

The of Argentina supports the holding of such a conference, and we duly 

sent to the Department of Po:.itical and Security Council Affairs the suggestions 

and comments required by notE: PO 313 (1-1) of July .of this year. 
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the draft resolutions on possible enlargement of the oembership 

of the Committee, my delegation supports the draft in document L/C. 

introduced by the representative of Colombia. 

),3 .. ' 

In conclusion, I vvish to recall that during and 1977 the of 

Argentina organized and held t•11o La tin lm1erican seminars on remote sensors. 

lie are nmT preparing the third course, 11hich will be held during the first half 

of next year. 

Because of the experience we have acquired I vrish to reiterate the formal 

offer, made in Vienna at the twentieth session of the Committee, that Buenos fdres 

centre of remote sensors to train be made the headquarters of a 

professionals in various in tne use and application of satellite 

techniques designed to detect natural resources. 

Lastly, my delegation vvishes to express its and 

for the the United Nations has for several years now the 

Celpa 1\tlantico-Mar del Plata rocket-launching base. 

Mr. ABBA (Algeria) (interpretation from French): Only 20 years 

separate us from the of the first around the earth, and 

tremendous progress has been made in the conquest of space since then. Indeed, 

in the course of this period of time, so brief in terms of the history of 

mankind, man has succeeded in escaping from his ancient planet, on which he has 

lived for millions of years, in order to make true the no less ancient dream of 

his ancestors: that of in space. In this period, man has been able to 

orbit the earth for several 1-1eeks, just as he has been able to hold 

in space and to send devices to prospect distant He has even succeeded 

in on the moon. 

These achievements, ivhich have opened up very exciting prospects for the 

future of mankind, must doubt be credited to human genius. But 

hm1ever spectacular they may be, they should not cause us to lose of 

the fact that any action in the field of the use of outer space should remain 

aimed at satisfying the needs cf mankind as a \,Yhole and should exclude all 

considerations of national 

hand, I would venture to 

and rj_valry between States. On the other 

:i. t vmuld not be too to thirL"k 
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that expensive projects in the field of space, the importance of which is not 

all that clear, should be abandoned for the benefit of more urgent action 

aimed at relieving the suff1~rings of people en earth. Indeed, the victories 

in space will always leave for us a bitter after-taste as long as men on earth 

are still suffering the scourges of hunger, disease and ignorance. 

It is in the light of these general considerations that I she.ll embark 

upon a consideration of the report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses 

of Outer Space. 

Fermi t me first to congratulate Mr. Jankowi tsch of Austria on his 

detailed presentation of th•~ report of the Outer Space Committee and the 

dynamic and ccmpetent way in which he has conducted its proceedings. I should 

also like to pay a tribute to the Chairmen of the Legal Sub-Committee, 

Mr. Wyzner of Poland and th~ Chairmen of the Scientific and Technical 

Sub-Committee, Mr. Carver of' Australia. 

My delegation would lt{e to express its great satisfaction at the 

progress e.chieved in work 01 the draft treaty on the moon and to reaffirm its 

position on the fundamental question of the natural resources of the moon, 

whkh should be considered the common heritage of mankind. Indeed, we 

consider that only this notion of the common heritage of mankind will make 

it possible for the peoples of the world to benefit from the progress achieved 

in the conquest of space and avoid a situation in which iome States more 

technically advanced than others claim the right to use and abuse the 

resources of celestial bodi·~s. 

Furthermore, the remot·~ sensing of the natural resources of the earth by 

satellite has opened up promising prospects for the world economy, and 

particularly for the economies of developing countries. This new technique gives 

us ground for hoping that considerable progress will be achieved in the knowledge 

of natural resources so vit9.1 e.t a time of wasteful extravagance and the 

near-depletion of some reso:1rces. 

Certain delegations have raised here the principle of freedom in the 

field of remote sensing of the natural resources of the earth by satellite. 

My delegation considers that remote sensing should not be carried out in an 



RH/13/elv A/C.l/32/PV.45 
59-6o 

lMr. Abba, Algeria) 

anarchic manner and should respeet the interests of Stotes . In particular, 

it should be based upon the principle of the permanent sovereignty of Sta.tes 

over their natural resources . I n that way, information gathered in one 

3tate could be communicated to another with the consent of the State owning 

the resources. Furthermore , possession of such information should never be 

used to increase the already close dependence of the developing countries 

on the technologically-advanced countries . 
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Still in the field of :~emote sensing by satellite, my delegation /lculd 

like to express its satisfaetion <::<nc. · Lc; hope with regard to the possibilities 

opened up by this technolo~r in the field of observation of the environment, 

whether this be in ';R ·ms ·-i:' studying pollution or of flr'~t·asting --.y~lrmes. 

The technique of direc1i tP.leviwicn broadcasting by satellite has also 

given rise to a great deal of hope with regard to the mutual understanding 

and growing c::_)Eer together of the peoples of the world. I do not remember 

the name of the writer who f:aid that ttpeoples should be enriched by their 

mutual differences 11
• Television by satellite seems to us to be a :Je. ~tj_cu:l.arly 

suitable means for such enrjchment. However, rrry delegation shares the view 

which has so often been exp1·essed here that this technique should not be 

allowed to become a means of propagett:'.rv:·( reactionary ideas or rac:i.st propae;anda, 

or become an instrument of tolitical or cultural aggression against any country. 

:·'i iB :t'vr thil:l reason that the broadcasting of television programmes directly 

should necessarily be subject to the prior consent of recipient States, 

otherwise this kind of broadcasting will rapidly become intolerable interference 

in the internal affairs of States, which is contrary to the spirit and the letter 

of the Uhited Nations Charter. 

The question of a United Nations conference on space matters has been 

repeatedly raised in this Committee. My delegation believes that such a 

conference would make it possible to take stock of the state of international 

co-operation in the field of the peaceful uses of o~ter space and give further 

momentum to activities already undertaken in this field. However, it is worth 

stressing that such a conference should not be allowed to interfere with the 

functioning of other conferences provided for within the United Nations framework 

and she'.lld partj_cc:.::_arly take account of the United Nations Conference on Science 

and Technology. 

Before concluding, I sh~uld like to say a few words on the question of 

expanding the membership of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 

MY delegation, which is a co-sponsor of draft resolution A/C.l/32/L.43, believes 

that such an increase in the membership would be in keeping with the legitimate 

desire of many countries to nake their own contributions to the peaceful use of 

outer space. We feel that Ule General Assembly should not postpone once again 



RG/14 A/C.l/32/PV.45 
62 

(Mr. Abba, Algeria) 

consideration of this item to its next regular seosion, delegations, in our view, 

having had already enough time to think the matter over. In any case, 

we find it difficult to understand certain terms in draft resolution 

A/C.l/32/L.42 where, curiously, the General Assembly, a sovereign organ, 

requests a Committee that it has itself created to study whether or not 

its own membership should be expanded. 

Mr. BATIOUK (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from 

Russian): Space flight, which was born with the launching in the Soviet Union 

of the first artificial earth satellite of the world on 4 October 1957, is a 

very young sphere of human activity. It is in fact younger than anyor:e here 

in this room. Nevertheless, today hundreds of millions of people in their 

everyday life are already concretely feeling the actual results of the beginning 

of the era of the peaceful use of outer space. Reliable systems of distant 

television, telephone and telegraph communications, reliable weather forecasting, 

remote sensing of the earth and prospecting for minerals, the deepening of 

knowledge about the universe - this is by no means an exhaustive list of the 

attainments and achievements that followed the successful launching of the 

first Soviet Sputnik 20 years ago. 

In the course of that time about 10,000 space objects have been put into space 

ar:.d no fewer th~m 000 of the:n a:>.'P. still permanently operating i:::-1 o;~bit. Every 

year sees a growth in interest in the theoretical and applied aspects of space 

research. There is a growing movement tow&.rds unitir>t:S, both on a bilateral and a 

multilateral basis, the efforts of States for joint research and the conquest 

of outer space. This ITDVement has been spurred primarily by the global nature 

of the problems of conquering space and also the undoubted importance of work 

in this field for the whole of mankind. 

It is with a feeling of ~1.111 satisfaction that we can point to the 

fact that in our day outer space has become the arena of ~')road interne:~ional 

co-operation. Following joint earth-based observations an1 accorr:pe.nyir:g space 

experiments, many countries have embarked upon the joint manufacture of space 

objects ana the carrying out of experiments in space by concerted efforts. 
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An important contribution to research into and the use of outer space for 

peaceful purposes has been made by the members of the Council for Mutual 

Economic Ass i stance , which have combined their efforts in the Intercosmos 

~rsgramme . In the years that have elapsed since the adopt ion of this programme, 

scientists of socialist countries have carried out a broad range of research 

with the use of Soviet artificial earth satellites, geophysical and meteorologi cal 

rocket s and means of earth-based observation. Uhder the Intercosmos Programme, 

up to the present time 16 artificial earth satelli tea have been launched and 

six geophysical rockets in the verti cal series . Work oa research into the sun, 

the ionosphere , cosmic rays, meteors ar:(. the pr ()tl.e~s 0f t:'Jl~r- .... ~rt~l comr.mniJ!;;t ·i.ons 

carri ed out under the Intercosmos Programme h'";,; been serving the interests of the 

peoples not only of the eountries of the socialist community but also of the 

whol e world. Very soon the Intercosmos series of Sputni ks will be succeeded 

by a new generation of Sputniks, automatic universal orbital stations and a 

new generation of geophysical rockets, which will make it possible to carry out 

even more c~mplex and interesting experiments. 

Tile co-operation of the '3:'~-!.a~ i.s "; countries taking part in the I1~ · e~ ·':.'~'<rr.v ~: 

Programme is entering a qualitatively new stage of development. As has alr eady 

been pointed out, f or 1978 t o 1983 j oint flights have been planned for c i tizens 

of soci alist countries aboard Soviet spacecraft and stations. The socialist 

coup.tries have consistently favoured the further expansi on and deepening of 

co-operation wi th all interested States. In recent years co- operation in this 

field between Soviet scientists and specialists of s uch States as France the 

)nited States of America, India and SWeden has assumed considerable proporti ons . 

The Ukrainian SSR has also made its own contribution to the joint efforts 

of many countries in research into and use of outer space for peaceful purposes . 

Every year sees in the Ukraine an increase in the number of sci entific projects 

connected with the study and practical use of outer space. Much work i s being 

done jointly with foreign speciali sts , inter alia, within the framework of the 

Intercosmos Programme. In r ecent years Ukrainian scientists have taken an active 

part i n carrying out a number of international programmes and experi ments, such as, 

f or example, the Ss-r".et -?rer::r Arax experiment . Together with scientists from 

the lhi ted States of .America, France, Austria and the Netherlands, n· ·e · , · ,..l 
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sci entists have taken part in carrying out the West German Porcupine experiment. 

According to plans for Soviet-Austrian co- operation in the field of radio- astronomy, 

Ukrainian scientists have been car~ag out studies into radie radiation 

from the sun and discrete sources . 
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Ukrainian specialists hav-e taken in the international geomagnetic 

meridian prograrrn1e 1-ri th e:c~·~ y st s from the United States, based on the 

observatory at Odess:t, and have carried out research. 

In institutions of the Academ.r of Sciences of the Ukrainian a great 

number of devices, equipment :tnd syst!=ms have been designed and produced for 

the and conquest of out•::r space. Last year more than 15 institutions 

of the Academy of Sciences of the Ul<::rainian SSH and a number of observatories 

in the Republic carried out studies and scientific 1vork de to extend 

scientific lmowle about sp:we, outer space, and nee.r-earth space. 

Apparatus 1rhich ha:::; been prod.1ced and designed in our Republic has been used 

in joint Soviet-Sv!eclish and Soviet-French s. Our scientints 

continue to partie in th:: ·Horl<:: 0f the congresses of the ·t:nternational 

Astronautical Federation (IAF) and the Committee on ,Jpace Research (cc 

This year the Ukrainian 3SR ratified the Convention on Registration of 

Objects Launched into Outer S~ace. The delegation of the Ukrainian SSR is 

convinced that the preparatio :1 of ne>-r international norms regulating 

the activities of States in SQace - and that includes the draft treaty relating 

to the cnoon - 1-rill undoubtedly serve to accelerate the exploitation of the 

advantages to be deri·v-ed from the of outer space, in the interests of 

the v.rhole of manldnd. The Cx'lllli ttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and 

its Legal Sub-Co!"'lDittee haved::me some very useful 1-rork in that regard. 

Turning nou to the question of producing an international agreement on 

principles to govern the use by States artificial earth satellites for 

direct television broadc the de:lec;ation of the Ukrainian SSR l•lOuld like 

to point to the definite procress vhich has been made tmrards that end at the 

last session the Sub-Cornmi ttee of the Conuni ttee on the Peaceful Uses 

of Outer Space. Our delee;ati::m VTholeheartedly shares the vieu that direct 

television broadcasting by me:tns 

iriterPsts of T.e:tce 

should serve to promote t!1e e 

artif'ic satellite should he 1..:sed in the 

friendly relatior,s among 

of factual information and cultural 

values on the basis of observ:tnce of the of non-intervention in 

:~nterr.:a affairs and res for national ity to tLE.: mutual 

advantage of all countries. 

.It 
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~Te also believe t hat the text of a f uture agreement should contain no 

loophol es enabling direct television broadcasting f r om satellites to be used in 

or<ler to trar.Emit t o nther countries inf ormation \<hich is .in contrad'tction with their 

social, political , cult ural and mora l i deals . The byoadcastinG of television 

programmes frcm s~ace t o other countrie s ':i thout the , ·lea-.·1~- c·::~r:-ro::;seC: conser.t 

of the Gove rnments of t he States concerned should be pr ohibited . He are driven 

t o that conclusion by the intervention \olhich is continuing to. t his ve r y day in 

the internal affairs of States by me ans of radic trausmissicn . Ce rtain States 

have e ven been att empt i ng to l egal i ze that p i r atic a l activity by gi ving it a 

venee r of l egi t i mac y . The delegation o f t he Ul<rainian SSR believes t hat ther e 

is eve r y lil<elihood i n the nea r future that the ke;al Sub-Cormnittee Hi ll concl ude 

vrork on the international lega l pr inciples govern i ng the activities of States 

in the use of satellites for direct t elevision broadcasting . ·lur de legation 

also expre sses the hope t hat a successful c .:. nclusirJn wi l l be reached .in 1w rk on t he 

p·inc iples rela t i ng t o the legal i mplicativns of r elJCte sensing of ef.l..cth f r om space 

a s applied in rese~rch in tbe fields of geology , f,ecrl esy and cartography, ir.to 

forwarning of natural disas t ers and into agr icultu;ra l pests , and so on . 

In that regard, it is 'wrth noting that a communication '"as ci rc ul ated on 

16 February this year in t he United Nat ions on co- operation bet,·:een '~l: e 

Sovie t Uni on and the Uni ted ~tates in t he f ield of the renote sensing of earth 

by meaus of s~ace technology . I t exp resses the readiness of the Soviet Union 

to co- operat e f or t~e pur pose of studying the natural resources of the earth 

and its e nvironment . It i s ready to carry out photogr aphic surveys of the 

t erritori es of i nterested Statec and ma ke avail able to t he m the i nf o r ma t i on 

obtained , on the basis of appropriate as;reements . That i s a ne'' contribution 

to internati onal co-operati on . I n our v i eu, that step i s an invitation to a l l 

countries , both developed and developi ng , to j oi n in equal co- ope r ation in rraking 

use of the advantages of peaceful activ ities in space . 

Our Commit t ee has before it a draft resolution on the i-cnt l'. 8,nni ve r sa r y 

of the entry i nto f or ce of the Treaty on the Pr inciples Governing t he Activities 

of States i n the Exploration and Use of Outer Space , Hhich has already been 

signed by 75 States . The draft resol ution quite rightly points out the 

impor tance of the Treaty and contains an appeal to all St at es Membe r s of the 
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United Nations to become parties to it. Our delegation associates itself with that 

appeal, which j_s in keeping with the vrtsh expressed at the tllentieth anniversary 

session of the United Nations Outer Space Corrmittee that the i:2ternational legal 

regime in space be strengthened. Ue belif1;ye that wish to be timely, since today we 

are wi tneEsing breathtaldng dE;velopments in the use of outer space for peaceful 

purposes. Many of the results of the worl~ of mankind beyond the boundaries of 

the earth 1 s atmosphere vlhich bave been applied are of global scope and 

significance. All that has c:~eated a splendid opportunity for the study and use 

of outer space from the very cutset to be an example of genuinely equal 

international co-operation, bt.ttressed by solid international legal norms. 

The Ukrainian delegation is ready to support all the proposals and draft 

resolutions aimed at ensuring that the activities and achievements in this 

field are harnessed to the service of the \-Thole of mankind and are carried out 

in an orderly fashion on an ir.ternational legal contractual basis. 

In supporting the report of the Committee on Outer Space as a \-Thole, the 

Ukrainian delegation 1 hm.,rever, wishes to draw· attention to the fact that in 

paragraph 78 of the report provision is still made for concentrating the vlOrk 

of the Committee and its sub-committees in New York. He share the view of 

those members of the CommitteE: vlho expressed their preference for rotating 

sessions of the Committee bet;reen New Yorl<:: and Geneva. 

In conclusion, the Ukrainian delegation 1muld like to point out that it 

shares the approach to the question of 1-lidening the participaticn of States 

Members .of the United Nations in the 1-10rk of the Committee on th~ Peaceful Uses 

of OUter Sp:tce, which has been reflected in draft resolution A/C.l/)2/L.42, 

submitted by the delegation o:~ Austria. 
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Mr. GBEHO (Ghana) : I have pleasure i n ~rticipating in the debate 

on the two items on the Committee's agenda, " International co- operation in 

the peaceful uses of outer space", and the "Preparation of an international 

convention on principles governing the use by ptates of artificial earth 

satellites for direct television broadcasting" . My delegation believes that 

the two items are of considerable importance to the international community 

because they concern the international attempt to control an~ regulate a 

new frontier in man's scientific a.nd technological knowledge . 

I refer t o this field of human activity as a new frontier because of 

the relative novelty of its history and also because of the yast expanse of 

knowledge yet to be conquered through science and technology. Man's present 

achievement therefore is only the beginning of the ya.st knowledge to be gained, 

and what is unknown is as vast as the cosmos itself . From present projections , 

the reward to our civilization of the conquest of outer space is incalculable, 

and an orderly explorati on and exploitation of its resources should be of 

considerable advantage to a world that is facing a rapid depletion of its 

natural resources amidst an ever- growing demand. Outer space activity, 

therefore, not only i ::; necessa ry e.nd t<. rr;ent for the support of man's continued 

existence on earth, but a l so must be controll ed in order to ensure ap equitable 

distribution of the resources so tapped to all countries and peoples. 

It is only 20 years since the whole world was astounded by the impre~sive 

launching into space of the Sputnik satellite by the USSR in October 1957. 
That event heralded a giant step in manta probe of outer space because it 

generated lin unprecedented international enthusiasm for space science and 

technology. Since then, many more objects have been launched into out~r space, 

principally by the two leading nations, the United States and the USSR . The 

growing volume of activity in this field has to date er.corr.passed nearly 10, 000 

space objects that have travelled through outer space . Today, there is an 

average of 1,000 objects actively engaged in orbiting the earth and transmitting 

a wealth of information surpassed only by ~an ' s unquenchable 

thirst f or more knowledge of the unknown. Although these achievements are 

~till at the beginning of man ' s mastery of the universe, it is only fitting 

that my del egation should, at this stage, pay ·~ribute t o the Governments of 

those countries whose courage and forward-looking endeavours continue to push 

our hor izon further and further into outer s :t:e.ce. 
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Before I turn to the re:Jort of the Committee on Outer Space, permit me 

to add the voice of my delegation to the Ioices CJf others v1hn have E:Xpressed their 

appreciation to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space for the 

work that it has accomplished since the thirty-first, session of the General 

Assembly. He note particula:~ly the leadership of Mr. Jankowitsch of Austria, 

in, his capacity as Chairraan of the Committee, as well as t)1e contributions of 

Mr. 'VIyzner, as Chairman of the Sub-Comm;ittee, and Mr. Carver, as Chairman 

of the Scientific and Techni<:al Sub-Committee. 

The report of the Commi~;tee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space records 

that the Legal Sub-Committee cont;inued to give priority to the question of 

the natural resources of the moon 1 D~t; unfortunately, it was,not possible 

to reach a compromise solution on the different views advanced. My delegation 

is not surprised by the lack of consensus on this ~uestion s;ince the opposing 

views held by Member States are as varied as are strong. However, it is 

our view also that the resources of the moon and other celestial bodies 

constitute a common he~itage of mankind and must be explored and exploited 

for the benefit of all. In of the fact that '-'ar':LJt..s degrees of effort 

are being put into the outer space programme by individual countries for the 

successful exploitation of the moon, a controlled measure of activity is 

required now and in the future to obviate international disagreement on the 

manner of exploitation and d:_stribution of the advantages therefrom. In trying 

to reach an agreement on thin difficult question, it would be useful to bear 

in mind that whatever benefits accrue from the tapping of the resources of 

the moon and other celestial bodies will, in the final ~nalysis, affect the 

structure and quality of life of our societies on earth. The question that 

arises, therefore, is whether we can allow the results of outer space activity 

to upset the agree111ents already reached for the future development of our 

societies on earth. The simple answer is that the resources gained should 

benefit our societies equitably in order to allow a societal development in keeping 

vli t:t the accepted principlen of equality and the right to a better quality 

of life for all. For this reason, it is in our common interest that the 

resources of not only the moon but also o;ther celestial bodies should be 

regarded as the common heritage of us all. 
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In the formulation of this philosophy, we cannot afford to ignore the 

lessons of history, as my delegation has pad occasion to point out in the 

past, for we would do so at our own peril. The phenomenon of outer sr.ace 

enterprise is strikingly similar to the exploration !7-nd exploitation of the 

non-industrialized world a l:i.ttle over a century ago. At that time, the 

uncontrolled activities of representatives of industrialized societies ip 

areas that have now come to be known as the third -v10rld led to conflict, 

indiscriminate colonization and the creation of unequal North-South societies. 

It has taken the international community several agonizing years to dismantle 

the unacceptable structures so created in society and to agree to a variety 

of new international orders that would direct the develop111ent of our 

respective societies towards an agreed and enlightened goal. vJith such 

painful empirical knowledge still fresh in our minds, activities in outer 

space should not be so influenced by considerations that could damage the 

profoundly sensible pr;i.nciples that we have all worked so J:arC:. to formulate 

for our mutual benefit. 

It is in the interest of peaceful and harmonious exploration of outer 

space that my delegation ha13 become worried about the increasing use of outer 

space for military purposes. In spite of the agreement already reached to bar 

nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction from outer space, we are 

informed of the increasing use of artificial space objects for military purposes. 

It is our view that such unacceptable use of outer space should be deprecated for 

the reason that it increases the military potential of countries and thus detracts 

from our efforts to achieve international peace and security. Furthermore, such 

use of outer space ind;i.rectly inflates the military of countries at the 

expense of development. My delegation hopes, therefore, that the Committee and 

other international bodies concerned with disarmament wo~ld bear this development 

in mind in their endeavour to secure international pe8ce, 

In this regard, my delegation favours the creation of !7-n international agency, 

under the United Nations, to control outer space activities. The proposed agency 

should; we recommend, perform a role similar to that of the Internation81 Atomic 

Energy Agency to ensure an orderly exploration of outer space and also formulate 

safeguards in suph activities in order to protect the safety and other interests 

of human society. 
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The Committee on Outer Bpace has given some thought to the proposal to 

convene a United Nations con:~erence on oute r space . Having considered the 

varying views on the proposal, we are informed that there ,.,as general agreement 

in the Committee to create a task force t~ study the likely utility, scope 

and financial implications o:r the proposal. My delegation ~ssociates itself 

'W'i th this dec is ion because ""'~ believe that such prepare tory l-Torl~ '"oul d ensure 

a maximization of the bene fits of the proposed conference. We hope , houeve r 

that the Committee would expt~dite its 'W'Ork in order not to delay unduly the 

convening of s uch an importa:Jt 'W'orld conference . 

On the question of the remote sensing of the earth from space, my 

delegation has studied the C:>mmittee 's report on the metter and f u lly appreciates 

the difficulties of the Scientific and Technical Sub- Committee on the 

questions of definitions, c l9ssification and the distribution of remote 

sensing data . \·lhile the Sub-Committee further tackles the important 

aspects of the remote sensing of the earth, 'W'e believe that the General 

Assembly should continue to clarify, in ~ts debates, some of th~ gener al 

principles that 'W'Ould facilitate the Sub-Committee's assignment , 

My delegation attaches great i.mportance t o this question because of the 

advantages vrhich accrue,. particularly to developing countries, from this 

aspect of space activity. The remote sensing of countries has the proven 

potential of assisting, inter alia, in the geological location of mineral 

resources, the scientific irrprovement of agriculture, in meteorolog ical 

forecasts and in the detection and monitoring of pollution of the environment . 

These services are vital to the economic life of States and their improvement 

should be encouraged. They c an conti.nue to be even more bene ficial only if 

international co- operation is strengthened and the data collected mPde av~ilable 

to all. Ho'W'ever, 'W'e believe that certain rights of the remotely- sensed 

State to the information gathered and the scope of the dissemination of certpin 

types of. infcrmati on should be protected, as '1-Te go along, in order to ~:~void 

conflict. The General Assenrnly may wish, therefore, to better clarify, for the 

benefi.t of the Commi.ttee on Outer Space, i ts vievrs on this delicate question 

without necessaril y stul ti.fying growth in outer space activity. 
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In this regard, I wish to convey the eratification of my Government at the 

various programmes initiated in different parts of the world to train personnel, 

especially from the developing countries, in the science and technology 

of the remote sensing of the earth from outer space. 

The Ghana delegation has studied the report of the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on the principles governing the use by States of 

artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting. He have noted 

the useful work done by the Legal Sub-Committee to formulate a tentative text 

of an international agreement to regulate this activity especially as it relates 

to the principle of 11 Cons1<~,_ta-c,ion and agreements between States". :My 

delegation wishes to congratulate the Legal Sub-Committee on the performance 

of its arduous task and hopes that it can make similar progress at its 

seventeenth session in the consideration of outstanding matters. 

Several delegations have expressed cogent views on this matte~ especially 

the need to ensure the freedom to intellectual and cultural direct broadcasts 

through the medium of artificial satellites. Others have raised equally good 

reasons for the need for formulating parameters within which such freedom can 

be exercised. It is a difficult decision to make one way or the other and my 

delegation is of the opinion that the right course of action lies perhaps somewhere 

between the two arguments. 

There can be no doubt that television broadcasting has been of immense 

value to our respective societies in improving their intellectual, educational 

and cultural pursuits but I believe there is also an admission of the fact 

that certain kinds of television broadcasts can be harmful to certain peoples. 

It is, therefore, only right that a receiving State should have a certain measure 

of say in broadcasts directed at its people without impinging too much on the 

right of its citizens to information and ideas. \fuatever the arguments are for 

and against this freedom it must be recognized that the availability of the 

technical facility in itself will not change the attitude of Governments. In 

other words, the existins; laws in various countries regardins; the freedom of 

the individual to information will not change only because there is a novel use 

of television broadcasting by the medium of artificial satellites. To ensure 
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the progressive realization of our goal of that right of the individual to 

informatio~therefore, we must direct our attention to the totality of the media 

for the transmission and reception of information as well as our concepts of what 

constitutes that freedcm. ~o allow only a part of the argument to hold back 

the development of teconology would, in the circumstance, be to the 

disadvantage of us all. Vzy delegation hopes that the Committee would bear 

this in mind in trying to reach agreement that v10uld be broadly 

by all. 

Finally, I wish to say a word or two about the proposal to increase the 

Committee for Outer Space from its present number of 37 to 47. The Austrian 

delegation and others have advanced strong reasons against an immediate decision 

in the matter at the currer.t session. The fact that the Committee was only recently 

expanded and the need for the Committee itself to first consider all aspects 

of the proposals are very cogent reason3 for a postponement of the decision 

requested. ~ delegation is thus left in a difficult position. However, we 

find it difficult, after cc•nsidering all the arguments advanced, including 

those for an immediate expcmsion of the Csrr.mittee, not to support an increase 

in the membership of the Committee. In our view, considering that the 

United Nations now enjoys E• total membership of 149 Member States and the fact 

that the outer space progre;mme involves - or should i.n>rCJlve - all manki.nd
1 

11e 

do not consider a committeE~ of 47 to be too large or too unwieldy to 

facilitate a decision-making process. In fact, there are other Committees 

of the United Nations with similar cr even larger membership which conti.nuc 

to render services of di.st·.nction. We are not c-:r;vinced) tl-:eref::Jre) that the 

Committee on Outer Space iH necessarily an exception. 

Further, although it ts the technologi.caL.y advanced States which remain, 

at this time, at the forefront of space technology, we are of the view that 

in ~o far as outer space activities relate to politics, geology, agriculture, 

meteorology and other important aspects of international activity, as many 

representatives as is technically possible should be brought into the body that 

studies and formulates dectsions an behalf of the international community. 
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Certainly, a body less than a quarter of the total membership of the United 

Nations can be increased to a number less than a third of its membership in order 

to give increased representation to developing countries whose interests, 

we are agreed, are equally vital in the peaceful uses of outer space. 

The next 12 months are going to be just a.s challen:o;in'S and important for 

the Committee on Outer Sp8ce at:> the past '.2. We hope that the viei,'S expressed 

tn the present debate will help alleviate the burden that the Committee carries 

on our behalf. vle ourselves may express views that vary from those held 

by certain individual delegations on the Committee but I wish to assure the 

Committee that their competence and good faith are appreciated and respected 

by my delegation. We will continue to support their valuable role and, on 

behalf of my delegation, I wish them all the best in their forthcoming 

deliberations. 
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Jv!r~_§ntrf~R (Sierr1l Leor'.c): ~e t"con of S ~errA Leor:e a broad 

and active international C~)-operaticn ir; the ic>n of outer space 1-li.thin the 

~:ramevlork of the united Na·~i.:::ms. S:r,::eaki.nc; trie:Cly on my COGntry '~ ClJrrent space­

related activities 1 our of Agrict:lt·..;re ar:d Katvral Resources h8s made an 

evaluation of a Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) consultant 1 s report 

on computer treatment by Landsat imagery of the country for land use and 

mapping purposes. A cover.:~.ge of the country was. made by high aerial 

photography using infrared black and white films. An intensive use of 

these photographs is being made. through interpretation for land resource 

surveying and for other st·1dies. Furthermore, field surveys and ground 

t:rutb data collection are ·::~eing carried out as a result of these high 

aerial pb'JtograJ;hs. Therefore we are grateful to FAO for this .]"tnt· 

venture which has proved so useful to us. 

ilhile my country appreciates the assistance in the form of fellowships 

and training courses offered to developing countries, and in the organizing 

of seminars in the field o.f remote sensing, by United Nations agencies and 

by the Governments of Member states, it is nevertheless the hope of my 

delegation that. such assistance and offers "ldll be contir:cu~o ::m an increased 

scale. 

He live in an era when we can hardly be content with past achievements, 

however great such achievenents may be. Remote sensing itself is. still new 

to man 1s experience, especially to us of the less developed world. Therefore 

we appeal to the space Powers to redouble their efforts in ;=,ss the 

developing countries to maKe good u~e of remote-sensing technology, which 

has proved so vital for development. 

My delegation wishes to associate itself with the sentiments already 

expressed by earlier speakers in regard to the excellent work done by the 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space and that done by the Secreta.riat 

in the preparation of the Committee's report contained in document A/32/20. 
My delegation lv:pes that the Committee at its twenty-first session will 

continue to give particular attention to the question of direct television 

broadcasting by satellite. vle feeJ that it is now <.:.p t'J us to 8Ct Hi.th courac;e 

so as to arrive at an comy:r"rLise on the issue of direct television 
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broadcastin~ by satellite. As a developing country, Sierra Leone shares the 

concern of other developing countries that the permanent sovereignty of 

all States over their wealth and natural resources, as well as the 

inalienable right to di.sp::se of those resources and the information thereon, 

chould be respected. 

Today more nations ha. ve become aware of the potent i.a l ad v:=mt::tges 

offered by direct broadcasting by satellite while at the same time not 

losing si~ht of the attendant problems. Our Committee on the Peaceful Uses 

of Outer Space should, therefore, continue to be guided in its deliberations 

by the principle of respect for Stat~ sovereignty and non-interference in 

the internal affairs of other States. Our quest for a solution of the issue 

of 11 prior consent" must, therefore, be guided by this principle. 

It is the view of my delegation that the moon and its natural resources 

are indeed a common heritage of all mankind and that all States should 

have access to the benefits that accrue therefrom. Hence aur call for the 

eYpansi.an of opportuni.J~i.es far the acqui.si.ti.on of the re~ui.si.te technology far 

exploit those resou~"ces orJ at least} for speci.al consi.derati.on to be gi.ven 

to the i.nterest of developi.nc countries. 

As the question of convening a United Nations conference on 

outer space matters, my delegation believes there is a need for such a 

conference. Tremendous strides have been made in the field of space 

technology. It is only reasonable that we endeavour to take stock of the 

achievements reached so far and to find ways and means by which these human 

achievements can go even further to alleviate human misery and social and 

economic imbalance. He support the appointment of a task force for this 

purpose as su~gested in the Committee 1 s report. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my delegation's appreciation to 

the Government and people of Austria for affording the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space the opportunity of holding its meetings in 

Vienna. 
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l!Ir. ILLUECA (Parama) (interpretation from Spanish): Hr. Chairman, 

we are very pleased at thE efficient manner in which the Committee 1 s vrork 

is proceedinc; under your 1dse and worthy chairmanship. 

It is not my intentic n further to prolong tl:is O.etate, which has ·benefited 

f:ccm t?1e valuabJ_e contributions of many c1e1cgations. 1\ccordingly, I shall confine 

myself, on the one hand, i;o considering some aspects of the items proposed 

in regard to internationa:. co-operation in the use of outer space for 

peaceful purposes and, on the other hand, to referring to draft resolution 

A/C.l/32/L.43, which my delegation is co-sponsoring toc;ether v!ith 23 other 

delegations. Hm1ever, before proceeding, I vvish to congratulate the 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses Outer Spac~ under the chairmanship of 

the ·representative of Austria, Mr. Jankowitsch, and also 

;the Legal Sub-Gomm:i,ttee and the Scientific and Tectnical 

Sub-Committee, under their respective Chairmen, Mr. Uyzner and Hr. Carver, 

on the advances thAy have made in the delicate tasks entrusted to them, 

which are described clearly and in detail in the report submitted to the 

General Assembly for consideration and covering the twentieth.session held 

in Vienna from 20 June to l July 1977 under the pleasant and efficient 

auspices of the Federal Government of Austria. Hy delegation also v!ishes 

to congratulate the Secre·::;ariat on the splendid work it has done on the 

subject under revievr. 

Once again I deem it necessary to emphasize that, in spite of 

appearances, the use of o1ter space, as is the case with all matters 

deaUng ui th the vast spa:;es that sr~ience and technology have placed 

within the :reach of man, Ls something which is also of direct and urgent 

interest to small countries which, like mine, are far from possessing the 

marvels of the use of sophisticated electronics and all-povrerful computers. 
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The truth is, as I said on a similar occasion, that the future also 

belongs to us, and until the day comes when our countries, by combining our 

resources through the inevitable of history, have complete scientific 

and technological capability, we must see to it now that th~s new era in the 

world does not repeat the injustices and errors of the past. I was referring 

then and I refer now to the hegemony of the great over the small which might 

assume new forms, perhaps not deliberately created but brought about by the 

force of events themselves unless there is a system beforehand which 

will effectively guarantee in regard to outer space the rights of all peoples 

to freedom, education in accordance with their own cultural values, 

independence and national sovereignty, particularly as regards natural 

resources in which we must include the position of each country on the 

planet in the cosmic network between latitudes and longitudes. 

Countries such as Panama therefore have a particular interest in 

establishing without delay a legal system governing the use of outer space, 

before we find ourselves facing faits accornp1is or reprehensible p;ractices. 

In the inaugural statement, the Chairman of the Committee, Mr. Jankowitsch, 

with his vast experience, said, in utterances which we endorse and which are 

relevant: 
11 We have also learnt that it is not necessary to be a master of 

all the scientific and technical details of a space programme in 

order to understand the primary objectives of such ~ programme an~ to , 

recognize the potential political problems involved. 11 (A/32/20, p. 22). 

My words reflect justified apprehension because throughout this debate 

on outer space and its peaceful use we have observed once again the 

unanimity and the similarity of the points of view of almost all the great 

Fowers when it comes to a, matter that affects the tacit privileges which 

material power gives them. Indeed, although they know full well that 
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the profound aspirations of the majority of the peoples of the world are not 

to be casual receivers of cultural or political propaganda but to safeguard 

appropriately their own national and legitimate interests, some Powers are 

reluctant to find a balanced solution within strict legal norms because they 

argue that any measure of legal regulation of the subject is incompatible 

with the fundamental concept of the free exchange of information and ideas 

among peoples, countries ar:.d individuals. Hence too their objection to 

consulting the State or Ste.tes under the geostationary orbit, in which case 

they also invoke the right of unrestricted freedom for their information media. 

The truth is that the privileged masters of science and technology know 

that they can with impuni t~r invoke such great principles because they have 

the means to neutralize each other, either by stopping or preventing the flow 

of information which is not in accord with their respective political interests, 

either national or ideolog:.cal, or by countering with an equal flow of 

information and replies. But we in the third world, how can we reply? How 

can we send out informatio11 or ideas if there is no legal rule which gives 

us that right? 

The fact is that thei::- opposition, couched t/' course in the best terms 

of international courtesy and elegant and specious arguments, is constant, 

as we note in reports, rec.Jrds and speeches, both in this chamber as well as in 

the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and the Legal Sub-Committee at their 

last sessions, as was pointed out last Wedr.esday by the representative of Canada. 

A symptom of all the foregJing is the delay in arriving at a definition and 

delimitation of outer spac~. The basic problem then is to endeavour to draft 

universal legislation on the subject, as was so rightly pointed out here by 

the representative of ~olonbia, Mr. Zea. My delegation therefore joins in 

the appeal to give the drafting of that definition priority on the agenda of 

the Outer Space Committee. 

The aforementioned comments of course in no way detract from the 

praiseworthy work of the Committee, nor do they overlook the positive progre!s 
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achieved in so many difficult spheres, as has been pointed out by several other 

delegations, and my delega.tion is particu1arly pleased to applaud them. But to 

recognize that progress does not prevent us from pointing out the existing 

difficulties and the obstacles we perceive for the future. 

Allow me now to refer to draft resolution A/C.l/32/L.43 sponsored by more 

than 23 countries, including Panama, and introduced by the Austrian delegation. 

Our countries - by that I mean the countries which in the last analysis are 

most interested in having a broad exchange of information on the space age so that 

it will not become the monopoly of the three or four main stars in technology -

are most concerned that the solution to those problems reflect our points of 

view, our legitimate interests and our co-operation. Hence our wish to increa3e 

the membership of the Outer Space Committee. That is the origin a.nd the purpose 

of draft resolution A/C.l/32/L.43. 

So modest a purpose seems to be countered in draft resolution A/C.l/32/L.42, 

which seems to have been given questionable numerical priority. 

Draft resolution A/C.l/32/L.42 in fact is a novel change in the 

constitutional order of the United Nations because, once we look through the 

text, what remains is an extraordinary delegation of the rights and powers of 

the General Assembly to a committee. Indeed, draft resolution A/CJ.l/32jL.lt2, 

in operative paragraph 1, 

"Requests the Committee on the Pea~eful Uses of Cuter Space to examine 

ways and means by which the Committee can accommodate the desire for wider 

participation in the work of the Committee and to report the result of its 

deliberations to the General Assembly at its thirty-third session;". 

That means that it is the Committee which will in fact decide whether or not 

to accept an increase in its own membership. What then becomes of the sovereign 

role of the General Assembly? That is a. decision which is not only scientific 

and technical but also, and above all, political. So delicate a question cannot 

be left to the arbitrary will of a committee, and in fact to a sub-committee 

the Legal Sub-Committee. Furthermore, the fact that it has been agreed that 

decisions be taken by consensus in the Committee would in practice give rise to 

a deadlock in any attempt to increase i.t~c membership since objection by a 

single delegation would be enough to thwart any attempt to increase the 

membership of the Committee. 



PKB/vr/rrlk A/C.l/32/PV. 45 
91 

(Mr. Illueca, Panama) 

Also, following the arglm~nt pro domo sua, we believe that the sponsors 

of draft resolution A/C.l/32/L.42 seem to think that an increase in the number 

of members ivould lead to a decreased working effectiveness of the Committee. 

That is counter to the basic concept of legal equality of States, it flouts 

the principles of the United Nations Charter and fits in precisely with 

the idea of an exclusive club which might have as its slogan Horace's verse 

on profanum vulgus. 

Finally, because of all the above, my delegation believes that we should 

increase the number of members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space by at least 10 rrembers and that, in due course, the General 

Assembly should consider whether or not a system of rotation should be 

established as to the best rr.eans of giving effect to the Committee's 

purposes. 

Before concluding, I sr.ould like to request delegations to support 

draft resolution A/C.l/32/L.43, which reflects positively the concerns 

and aspirations of countrie~: that are progressing towards the higher forms 

of modern living. We also request that priority be given to draft 

resolutiop A/C.l/32/L.43 and hope that it will obtain a majority in this 

Committee. 

Mr. MESSALLATI (L:.byan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from 

Arabic): :M'y delegation welnomes the consideration of the question of the 

peaceful uses of outer space, apd especially the interest sho\m .in it, 

and the progress achieved in it. My country hopes that, within the 

framework of meetings such as this, it will be able to make a contribution 

to the strengthening of co-operation between all countries, whatever their 

level of development from t:1e technological point of view. vle hope that all 

the countries in the world, particularly developing countries, will be able 

to benefit from the progres3 made. 

With regard to the expJ.citation of outer space in the future, it is thanks 

to the inte1·naticnaJ co-operation that progress vrill be achieved in the realm 

of remote _sensing, satellite launching and stations using solar energy. Thanks 

also to co-operation we will be able to resolve the problems -vrhich 1ve will 

encounter in this field. In vieiv of t]:le importance my delegation attaches to 

collective action and international co-operation in all fields, particularly 



PKB/vr/mk A/C.l/32/PV.45 
92 

(Mr. Messallati, Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya) 

in that of science and technology, and convinced as we are of the need for 

equitable geographical distribution in all the committees and international 

organizations so as to reflect the opinions of all and so that participation 

in the 1vork is not limited to a given number of countries, my country supported 

draft resolution A/C.l/32/1.43. 

This should not be taken to mean that my country wishes to become a 

member of the Outer Space Committee. Our position in fact shows that we 

recognize the right of certain countries to take part in the vrork of that 

important body. That is the main reason why we support this draft resolution. 

Hy delegation has studied the report presented by the Committee on the 

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, and would like to express its gratitude to the 

Committee for its report and also to its Chairman for his introduction of 

the report, which reflected the efforts made to produce the document and the 

recommendations it contains. 

The technical advances of mankind can be of benefit to the whole world 

and all peoples if co-operation is established and concerted efforts made 

amonc all States, particularly because the population of our planet is growing 

constantly so that it has become necessary to seek other means of strengthening 

the capacity of man to survive. That is why we consider that it is necessary 

to produce a working plan to make international co-operation in the future 

more useful and to extend its scope. 

In contributing to the discussion of this important item my delegation 

believes that w·ithin the framework of the debate we should take into account 

the follovring points. First, vre should recognize the need to reach an 

international agreement which would organize the use of artificial satellites 

for the purposes of direct television broadcasting while respecting the 

sovereignty and security of States and the principle of non-intervention in 

internal affairs; furthermore, remote sensing should be carried out in 

accordance with the United Nations Charter and the norms of international law. 

Secondly, the developing countries should be able to derive benefits from 

technical progress in space in order to raise the standards of their people 

in terms of education. Thirdly, data and information obtained by means of 

remote sensing should be provided to the countries concerned and should not 
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be ccrr.tnunicated wi. t hout t hej.r consent to a third country. Fourthly, my 

delegation 1·Tould ley stress on freedom of the exchange of ideas and 

information while safeguardtng the cultural heritage of each country. All 

efforts to that end should ~:erve the peoples of the world and ensure the 

progress of man through the use of all available means i n this field. 

Mr . ABDELRAHMAN (Sudan) (interpretation from Arabic) : My delegation 

is happy to be able to partj_cipate in the discussion of items 35 and 36 of the 

agenda on international co- operation in the peaceful uses of outer space and 

the preparation of an international convention on principles governing the 

use by State~ of artificial earth satellites for direct television 

broadcasting . AJ.though our contribution to the discussion is limited vre hope 

we can ntrengthen the effo~;s made by the majority of countries represented 

here vri th a view to attaining common goals. 

This year coincides wii;h the twentieth anniversary of the launching of 

the first satellite, Sputnik I, which revolved around the earth in 1957. It 

also coincides with the twentieth anniversary of the creation of the Committee 

on the·. Peaceful Uses of Out«!r Space a.n:l with the tenth anniversary of the 

conclusion of the 1967 Treat y on Principles Governing the Activities of States 

in the Explorati on and Use of Outer Space, i nc luding the t-1oon and other 

Celestial Bodies. 
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We shall not be exaggerating in any way i f we state that this is the most 

marked achievement of this Committee, because this ~reaty is the basic legal 

instrument governing the space activities of Stat es . The greet e vol ution 

that has taken place in this period 1.n the field of the conquest of space 

bas raised very complex technical end legal problems. However; ''e ere 

gratifie d by the fact that international co- operation in the exchange in and 

use of information for the benefit of mankind has been menifeste~ more th~n 

once, as ¥as shown by the joint Apollo-Soyuz mission of July 1975 . 
lle are also happy to note the efforts made by the United Nations t hrou3h the 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space t o give the necessary technical 

assistance t9 solve e rganizational problems resulting f rom the conquest of 

space by man . 

Sudan , which has the honour of being a member of that Committee, is happy 

to be able to associate itself with previous speakers in expressipg satisfaction 

at the constructive spirit which marked the work of t he C9mmittee . We are 

also happy to be able to extend our congratulations to Mr . J ankowitsch 

of Austri~ on his detailed statement in presenting, t he Committee 1 s report 

last week. We should also like to congratulate Mr. Wyzner of Poland, Chairman 

of the Legal Sub-Committee - t pis is t he tenth anniversary of his chairmanship 

of that Sub-Committee - an~ Mr . Carver of Australia, Chairman of the Scientific 

and Technical Sub-Committee. Their enlight ened leadership in g).liding the 

proceedings of these sub- commit t ees with t he co- ope.rat ion of Mr. Jankowitsch 

has been a guarantee of the success of those bodies . We should like to express 

our grati tude to the Government o( Austria for having hosted the twentieth 

session of the Committee last year . 

We are pleased at the progress made by the Legal Sub-Committee with regerd 

to its worlc on nor ms gove rning t he use of art i f ic ial sat ellites for direct 

television br oadcasting. The Sub-Committee succeeded in drafting nine principles 

and the preamble . It i s i mpor t ant to make it clear here that Sudan 

considers that we must reach a compromise reconciling t he con~ept of 

f r eedom of i nformat ion with that of the sovereignty of States. We believe that 

would be possible if t he necessary political will existed end if guarantees prevent ed 
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abuse of such technoloc;-y. Fe hope that the Lee;al Sub-Committee ·uill reach an 

acceptable agreement on th~ ,);-, ~o· e s 1 P points at the next session. ::Judan 

also hopes that the Sub-Committee \·rill be able to reach a solution vlith regard 

·[:.c· the treaty on the moon :md the legal rec;j_me governing the exploitation of 

the natural resources of t:1e LJOOnJ Fnc .. +''-'ii:: ;_Jnrt of t'•:; c•;r.r:('~ ;-~p~·::·~·.; f3P of 

,·,r:;nlc:ind on l.i .e l'Jl:lPrs :.RrH'I·i l.'·; ,,p '· c·>·' j'i.8s parties to the tre~ty will 

walce available all informa·~ion 'P18 ;5 1:·. to the exploration of these resources. 

\fith regard to the remote sensine; of earth 1 s resources from satellites, 

this is a question to whic:1 \·re attach great importance in vie\·1 of the role 

in the realm of aGricultur=J in \vhich we have a great deal of hope not only 

for the uell-being of our iJeople but also for that of all the peoples of 

Africa and the Middle East. 

It is perhaps necessary for me to malce it clear that \·Te support the idea 

that vle should safeguard t 1.e sovereic;n ric;hts of all States, in particular 

the developinG countries J ;vi th regard to information which should be made 

avFti.J::ol.,le to them so that they may lmmr the '8SOL'.rces existing in their 

territories. 

'lle should lil\:e to express our 3 r2 :·.itl.Hle to all. countries vrhich have 

rl_e:·,rcnstrpi.ed their readiness to help us in training. We cannot forget; to 

express onr appreciation ·co the Fooo and l'r;r:i.culture Orr,aniud:.lon 

~or its co-operation with my country and for the assistanc~ it has Given us 

:_n tll.e realm :::>f t:rwi.ni.n:; o"O the ar:pli.cati.:::>n :::>f techn:::>l:::>c;~r. As a devPlvring 

country ve attach great importance to international co-operation because it 

is the best •Jay of benefiting from the results of scientific r:rog-ress in 

Lil\:e many other countries, we are convinced that the United Nations 

and the specialized ae;encies are the best vJBY of benefitine; from i.nt:::rr.r,t i.onRl 

co-:Jfec:FJ.ti.on. 

This leads us to the United Nations Prograwne en Space Applications. 

He see that the fi.nanc~al const:>'ai.nts whi.ch have beer. ·trnposed havo mRr.e H 

impossible for this programrre to meet the present and future needs of developing 

countc:"Les • That is why vre support the proposal -~·rc the convening of an 
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relat to space and items which may be scussed. He are arr.ong those 1-1ho 

be~ieve that the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology to be 

held in 1979 will make it possible to define the bases for the space conference. 

Another question we want to raise as we conclude our statement relates to 

the wish of certain countries Members of the United Nations to be included 

among the members of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. We 

support the wish of non-member countries to participate in the Committee's 

work. 'i'Je are sure the Committee will benefit from their contribution. That 

is why we hope that question will receive the necessary attention at 

this session. 

The CHAIRMAN: I should like to announce that Bangladesh and Jordan 

have become sponsors of the draft resolution in document A/C.l/32/1.43. 

I would propose that, after hearing the remaining speakers on Monday 

morning, the Committee in the afternoon begin its discussion of the draft 

resolutions and take decisions on them. That will enable the Committee to 

conclude its consideration of the agenda items relating to outer space. 

With the conclusion of its consideration of the outer-space items, the 

Committee will on Tuesday proceed to consider the remaining three agenda items -

agenda items 37, 50 and In this connexion I should like to draw the 

Committee's attention to the wish expressed by the President of the General 

Assembly that the First Committee not go beyond 9 December in considering 

all the items allocated it. 

The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m. 




