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The meeting was called to order at 10.55 é:ﬁ.'

AGENDA ITEMS 35 AND 36 [(continued)

INTERNATIONAL CO-CPERATION IN THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE:, REPGRT OF
THE COMMITTEE ON THE EFEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (A/3%2/20; AfC.1/%2/1.39)

PREPARATICN CF AN INTERNATICNAL CCNVENTION ON PRINCIPIES GOVERNVING THE USE
BY STATES OF ARTIFICIAL EBARTH SATELLITES FOR DIRECT TELEVISION BROADCASTING:
REPORT (¥ THE COMAITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTER SPACE (A/32/20;
A/C.1/ 32/ L. 39)

Mr. ZBA (Colombia) (interpretation from Spanish): The agende item
on international co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space is one of
the mwost thrilling thet the General Assembly of the United Nations is studying,
and it is also a matter of increasing concern on the part of all nations around
the world, It is a trulsm todoy t0 gay that the prograss of space technology
iz the most mervellcus and surprising event of this century. ZEncrmous
scilentific breakthroughs are owed to the advanced investigation in this Iield,
as vell as the speed and facility in communications which have brought much
cleoser together and made better known the peoples of the world to one another.

The Comittee on the Pesceful Uses of Outer Opace esteablisbhed v

the Gapcrel Assembly of e United Naticns has since 1047 Aone truly
admirable work credlt for vhich, in large part, i3 dus vo the presiding officers,
end letely, in particuler, Lo its present Cheirmrn, te 1epresentative of
Austria, His BExcellency Ambassador Jankowitsch. My delegation wishes to express
its appreciation to all the members of that Committee for the work it has done,
and. particularly to its Chairman, and we are ready to support the draf
resolution on Tthiz subjeet vhich, l1ike those of rrevious years, was
nfle Lted Yy consensus. My delegation alec wishes to express its appreciation
te the Government of Austria which, with praiseworthy intersst and enthusiasm,
med= availlable to the Commitvez alil ile facilities it needed to carrvy out

its important vork.
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(Mr. Zea, Colombiz)

It is most encouraging to note thz report cf the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
s as well as to read the staterent nmade by Antessador Jankowitsch in
L) o~ 4

his Committee. In the filel

b

Al :

e of both lewr and scienca

[

the Committes has vorked with prudence and discretion, and has shown a natursl
capaclty to judge matters correctly. This was only to be expected in the
study oi a subject that is almost in the ewmbryvonic stepe, in 2 veriod of
discoverizs and inventions,

e also understand that it is an extremely difficult matter to achieve a
consensus in all the different subjects before the Commitiee, and particularly
those that are assigned for consideration in the legal Sub-Committee., Ve
would only hope that in the course of the coming meetings of the Sub-Committee

the draft Treet on the moon will be completed, =vd 2lso Uiat
principles will be drafted tc govern the use by States of artificisl earth
agtellites for direct televizion hrosdeasting

My delegation intends to study very carefully the draft preamble that

appears in Annex v of the report, as well as the trotis forunl

[

S e I T S L B
d ty the Yorking

Poroy on Consultation and s¢ rerts between 3tates cantained in Annex V.

Ve are slso gratified that the legal Sub-Committee showed interest in other
aspects of the peaceful uses of outer space, such as the legal conseguences
of the remcte sensing of natural rescurces of the eartn, bearing in mind the
need tc respect and preserve the sovereignty of 3tates and particularly of

the developing countries as far as their natural rescurces are cornceyned.



AP/ gum Afc.1/ 52 JPV. 42
5

(Mr. Zea, Colombia)

My delegation ig sadilened by the fact that insnfficiert progress lias
been made in the Jderinition and delimitation of outer space. Doublless this
iz one cf the funlamental metters 1f we are to Try to frawe universal
legislotion on the gubject. /e are happy, however, to note that some of the
members of the Sub-Committee stressed the need For that definition and that
delimitation and considerad that 1{ snould be the subject to be given the
greatest pricrity among the items on the agenda of the Lepgal Sub-Committee.
In faect, until we ¥now clearly what is weant by ouler space,
until the international communivy has laid down clear parameters for
that space, until a precise area has been defined in which the legal rnormus

bl 1

considered appropriate are to be arplled, any efforts *to define such norms
will lack body. Or e night say that there could be no regulation poverning
outer space until we krnow what outer space ig and how far 1t soes. Tor
these reasons, my delegation steres some of the concerns of
the members of tne Commititee on the matter and with all due respect would
urge the Legal Sub-Committee not te include this maltter as merely
another item on its agenda, but that it be given priority consideration
and on which all other subjects must hinge.

Ve also welnrue the schievements of the Sciantilic and
Technical Sub-Commitice. My delegation wishes to stress and greet
the dedication with which that Sub-Committee has dealt with the most urgent
subJects, such as satellite remcte sensring, particularly its co-ordination
at the world-wide level, the application of the Inited Naticors programme for
the definition ~0 space tectnology and the convenirg of & world conference of
the United Natlons on outer spece, Tre sare applies to tle Sub-Cenmitie-ts

o

study on investigations regarding remote sensing of the earth from outer

space, the application of space technology in the life and welfare of peoples,
incidentally a field in wkich the United Nations Educational, Scientific

ard Cultural Diga izatior (UNESCO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAC) have shown great interest. This is o very vast
field, but there are immediate possibilities of applying space science in
order to improve communication among the inhabitants of the earth, to

increase their agricultural production and to forecast meteorological disasters.
In one word, we have opened uv ar énormous ares sllcwing people 1o incresse

A5}

productivity and thus to loprove thelr economic welfare.
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(1lr. Zea, Colombia)

The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space was created 20 years
ago and In these two decades 1t has seen how international co-operation has
beccune eéssential to the carrying out of ite mandate. Vhen the Committee
wag Tirst created, science and technology obviously had not reached their
rresert level of development, and we did not quite see¢ how those discoveries
we then considered to be related to astronomy alone could affect the lives
of people, their political institutions, their scocial organizations, even
their economic trends. That is perhaps why the Committece was looked upon
as an exclusive club to which only the technologically advanced countries
could belong. Ve know tcday, however, that those activities have given rise
to many consequences that affect us all in equal measure and that all of us
are also interested in knowing more about them, studying them, taking
initiatives and making suggestions regarding their solution. This has been
Coleombia's position not only as regards outer space. lor a long time we
have congidered that in the solution of problems affecting mankind, the
co-operation of all nations nust be sought, regardless of their political
or economic conditions. This is all the more true in those fields of
outer space which are essentially an enormous challenge to man's imaginative
capacity, not only as far as science and technolegy are concerned, but also
politics, communications, agriculture, meteorclogy and all +That these
activities entail in the lives of communities.

That is why my delegation together with a number of others have felt
tnat the time has come to expand the membership of the Committee on the
Peaccful Uses of Outer Space so as to allow a number of ccuntries to
participate and co-operate in its technical, scientific and legal worik.
Accordingly, I have the honour to submit formally to the First Committee, on
behalf of the delegations of Algeria, Bolivia, Colombia, Congo, Fecuador,

Il Salvador, Honduras, Iraq, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Nicaragua,
Niger, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Spain, Syrian Arab Republic,
Uganda, Uruguay, Yugoslavia and Zaire a draft resolution that has been

circulated in document AfC.l/jE/L.h}, in which we ask that the membership of
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(Mr. Zea, Colombia)

the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space be increcased to 47. Today
there are merely 37 mewrrbers, that is to say, less than a guarter of the
current membership of the United Nations. We believe that in submitting
this draft resolution we are expressing the desire of all to contribute

to the work of the Committee and also to express our fears and hopes. Ve
have scen that the science of outer space not only touches on sophisticated
means of communication but also creates political problems affecting the

scvereignty and culture of peoples that cannct be ignored.
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(Mr., Zea, Colombia)

Wwe should not be unduly slarmed zt the possibvility of expanding the membership
of the Committee, since such an increase would merely respond to the natural
growth of our Organization and would also reflect the many new problems to
be confronted and studied by the Organization. The pelicy of our Organization
has veen a democratic one, allowing for a gradual increase in the membership of
other Committees, such ags that on the review of the Charter, and also has led
to the creation of somewhat larger committees, such as, for example, the
Preparatory Committee for the speclal sesegion of the General Assembly on
disarmament. The Outer Space Committee thus will be able to hear the views
of Stztes other than those of its present membership. If its membership is
not expanded, the chance of prospective member countries will be dashed, because
it is & standing committee with permanent meubers who thervefore cannct be
replaced by a process of rotation.

My delegation would like to address itself to the point made by
Mr. Jankowitsch in his statement, when he said that it was time for all Mewmbers
of the Organization to co~cperate with the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space since only thus can its work truly reflect the interests of the
international communlty. It is obvious that the problems of outer space, like
those concerning the sea-~bed, health, the organization of labour and so on,
are of interest to all natlons, and therefore their study and solution requires
the full co~operation of all.

My delegation and the other delegations sponsoring the draft resolution
on an increase in the membership of the Committee trust that the First Committee
will support our view and will see its way clear to adopting our proposel,
preferably by consensus.

I hed already written the sbove statement, when the delegation of Austria
cgused us some surprise by submitting a draft resclution in which it asked the
General Agsembly to postporne consideration of the guestion of an inerease in

the membership of the Committee on Outer Space to the thirty-third session with
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(Mr. Zea, Colombia)

view to reaching an agreement, I say that we were surprised because when the
draft resolution to which I have referred in the text of my statement was

presented we were told that at that time no other draft resolution had been

sribaiihed on et sueh. Yeb The draft vemclulbior ot aiwetad Yve Shie delesstilon
of Austria has the symbol A/C.l/iE/L.&a, whereas ours has the symbecl
A/C.1/22/L.L3. T must say it is somewhat curious that this draft resolution
opposes the request for an increase when, 1f these numbers are to be belleved,
the sponsors of document A/C.l/ﬁQ/L.M5 had not yet submiited thelr draft
resolution requesting thie increase.

These matters have been raised at previcus s2ssicre, and in rezent Fesrs
a number of the Members of “he United Nations have expressed the desire to join
the Committee on the FPeaceful Uses of Outer Space, and the same guestion has
always been asked: would it not be better to walt until the next session of
the General Assembly? If we consider thet this might be advisable next year,
then why not this year and vhy not take an immediate decision?

For all these reasons, the spcunsors of the draft resclution that I have
the honcur to submit will press for e discussion of this matter although we
are prepared to reach an agreement, but only on the condition that the guestion
of an increase be decided upon during the present session of the General

Assembly .

Mr. CANALES (Chile) (interpretation from Spanish): Before beginning
the statement of my delegation on the item before us, I should like to convey
to the delegations of frgentina and Indla a messsge of sympathy and solidarity
at the ~atastwoprics Saavr "ave piricken their vestartive countries aad Luve
caused great loss of life and material damage.

As we all know, this year marked the twentieth anniversary of the Committee

on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, and we believe 1t is appropriate to view
in retrospect the work done by that organ of the United Nations., It might be

helpful to recall that, according to the request wmade by the General
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(Mr. Canales, Chile)

Lesenbly, the Committeze on Outer Srace was to: first, examine the
poselitility of achileving international co-cperztion in the ephere

of its competence; seccndly, c.rry out programmes uncer the avepices of the
United Nations, particularly in support of the continued research in outer
space, and organize mutual exchanges of information; thirdly, Aisseminate
information acquired in the course of that research; fourthly, examinre’

the legal consequences of the exploration of outer space.

The rate of progress in the e~xploration and exploitation of ocuter space,
the product of human ingenuity and technolegicel progress, developed particularly
hy the United States end the Soviet Union, har stressed the urgency
that should guide the work of our Coumittee in the creation of a legal body
that will regulate Sunte activities in the explorstion and use of
outer space. There can be no daubt that, from the political point of view,
the international community is extremely concerned that space activities be
carried out in an orderly and harmonious way, ensuring respect for the
govereignty of States and of a 1 the rules of interna“icnal coexistence,
particularly those included in the United Nations Charter.

The Committee on Cuter Space has been able to prepare a body of basic
principles which are now embodied in the Treaty on Principles Governing the
Loetlvities of States in the Fxrloratior and Use of Outer rpm=ce, including
the Mocn and Cther Celesgticl Eoliep, which this year is celebrating the
tenth anniversary of its ertry into force. This “wportant treaty was
complemented by three other legal instruments, and I am happy to tell this
Committee that a2t the end of lsas™ year my country ratified the Cornvention on
Tnterraticral Liability for Tawmage Caused Ty Space Cbjects.

For its part, the General Assembly will have to decide on the
recommendation contained in paragroph 34 of the report of the twentieth session
(£/72/20), which recognizes the importance of the treaty and renews au ‘nvitation

to States not yet rarties to that instrument to ratify or accede to it.
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I am happy to say that my delegation intends to support that draft
resolution, and we take advantage of this opportunity to inform the Committee
that wy Government, through its competent organs, is continuing its study of
the 1967 Treaty with a view to ratifying it.

The honour of preparing the legal instrument to which I have just referred
fell to one of the subsidary organs of the Outer Space Committee, namely,
the Legal Sub-Committee. Az a member of the Outer Space Committee, this year
we were present at the sixteenth session of that Sub-Committee whose report
can be found in document A/AC.105/196. We also participated in the
discussion of the 1tems which the General Assewbly has entrusted to that
Sub~Committee with priority rating for the last few years.

First of all T should Like to refer to what occurred with the Treaty
concerning the moon and other celestial bodies, for that required enormous
efforts on the part of delegations Tor its completion. As 1is known, the
disagreements swrrounding the gquestion of the legal nature of the rescurces of
the moon still paralyse the codification of that draft. Iveryone recognizes
that the solution of that problem would facilitate agreement on the others,
in other words, those regarcing information that should be made avallable
with respect to missions to the moon and the scope of the Treaty itself.

My delegation would like to reiterate here its definitive support of
the extension of the common heritage of mankind to the natural resources of
the moon and other celestial bodies, which 1is a concept that is shared by
almost all delegations. The concept of the common heritage of mankind,
which this same General Assembly adopted in its resolution 2749 (XXV) relative
to the seabed and the ocean floor beyond the limits of national jurisdiction,
belongs to contemporary international law and 1is common currency in the
discussions of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea which,
within the framework of its own competence, has already defined and delimited

its scope.
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Therefore it is a requirement of the internatioral community that the
Treaty to be adopted regarding the moon alsc contain a clear-cut definition
of the concept of the common heritage of mankind covering the natural resources
of the moon. We believe that that is an ineluctable need 1if we are to
implement the new international economic order. Otherwise we would be
failing to achieve the equity and justice which we all wmaintain should
prevail in relations between the wealthy and the poor nations, and hence
legitinmizing the advantage enjoyed by the rich nations, because of their
technological progress, in the explcitation of what nature has provided to
benefit all.

The 1967 Treaty, for its part, is a legal precedent in favour of that
doctrine, according to outer space, including the moon and other celestial
bodies, a legal nature which expressly excludes any type of claim to
sovereignty by individual States. There is therefore no ambiguity in the
matter.

As we have pointed out, we believe the time has come for this
General Assembly to undertake a substantive debate on the matter and in full
govereignty, decide along the lines demanded by the great majority, in
other words, proclaim the aforementioned resources extrajurisdictional and "the
common heritage of mankind". Otherwise the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space itself will have to recognize that it 1s not appropriate to
continue to give this item priority and that it should be replaced by another
of those on its agenda.

The item that has second priority refers to the elaboration of principles
to govern the utilization by States of artificial earth satellites for
direct television broadcasts. The Legal Sub-Committee made praiseworthy
efforts to solve the main problem pending in that matter, namely, that
related to prior consent of the receiving State. Working Group II prepared a
provisional text of principles on "consultation and agreements between States"
and a draft preamble, which were ultimately studied by a Working Group set up

during the twentieth session of the Committee. In the course or meetings
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we noted some progress being made since we deleted the square brackets from
the draft preamble and we improved the wording of some of its paragraphs.

We must point out, however, that we d1d not agres on paragraphs proposed for
irclasion in the preamble. We personally are ia faveour of the principle of
consent being set forth solemnly in the text to ve adopted so that States
will have guaranteed to tham respect for their cultural values and assurances
that there shall be no intsrference in their internal affsirs.

The principles adoptel in direct broadcasting by the World Administrative
Conference of the International Telecommunications Union were ftechnically
geared, with a few exceptions, to establish a service of direct radio
broadcasting carried out by & Stabe to serve 1ts own territory. That is an
indispensable, orderly approach to freauencies which nmust be complemented
now by a political agreement that will put into practice the principles of
the Charter, and particularly that which touches on the strict compliance
by States with the obligation not to interfere in the internal affairs of
any State, which is an essential condition for ensuring peaceful ccexistence
among States.

We have stated in the past, and today we wish to state again the experience
of Chile, which has been the victim of patent 1interference in ite internal
affairs through conventional radio broadcasting, which leads us to consider
1t extremely deplorable that a similar experience might befall other countries
as the result of the use of more sophisticated methods such as direct television
broadcasts.

We trust that in the course of the next session the necessary consensus
will be arrived at concerning the problems that I have outlined, so that we
can conclude the preparation of principles to be applied to direct satellite
television broadcasting which will make it possible to turn this system into
a means of bringing people togebther, and thus contribute to the cultural
enrichment of all mankind.

With regard to the item entitled "Legal implications of remote sensing
of the earth from space", we must adumit that some progress has been made since
we have identifled the six draft principles that asppear in Annex ITI of the
Sub-Committee's report. We believe that of these the principle dealing with

the responsibility of States in this field is particularly important. We Teel
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that the activity of remote observation by satellite applies clearly both
to States and/or their agencies and to all those others who find their natural
resources being remotely sensed.

As a formula for negotiation we wish to reiterate our support for the
Argentine-Brazilian document A/C.1/14047, in which is recognized the need
for the prior consent of the sensed State as a basic requirement for such

activities of remote sensing.
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e feel that the Sub-Committee in its future work should be guided by
that initiative which leys down clear-cut guarentees in these key issues:
perticipation of the remote-ccrsed countries in current activities
as well s in the irformaticr producec; the irdispenssble prior consant
to authorize such activities over netural rescurces and the agresment that
third parties or international organizations be infcrmed of the existence
or scope of such resourcszs.

Another matter on the agenda of the Legal Sub-Committee and one wkich we
regret has not been asdequstely discussec zs yet, is the defirnition or
delimitation of outer space and space sctivities. We support tke ides
of giving that item gres%er priority since it is extremely important that
the extensicn of outer space be precisely defined in order to avoid any
confrontation arising from increased space activities.

The prodigious technologicel progress achieved in the exploration and
uitlizeticn of outer spece ecmpels us to speed up our sctivities “n 4he
preparation of a bcdy of space law which will puarantee equity fox
all States.

I shell very briefly refer to some other aspects of the report of the
Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee which we consider to be most important.
First of gll, I should like to mention the debates that have taken place
on definitions of certain fundamental terms applicable to sctivities of
remote-sensing, particularly those relstirg to information snd dste scquired
by such means. We believa that technically we ought to clarify the concept
of space exploration and the effects that resolutions of this nature may
have on the sovereignty of remotely-sensed States.

The imminence of such remote-sensing esctivities becoming ncmmonplace mekes
it.incumbent npcn the United Nations to redouble its efforts to achieve the
greatest possible compatibility smong the different systems, .
and also to ensure the ccrplementarity of their capacities snd functicns. .
Furthermore, we feel thet those countries providing sssistence in this field should
do so without imposing ccrnditicns of a political: or other discriminatéry.nature.
ile would like to express publiely our appreciation to the Government of the
United States which continues to give the very valuable co-operation of the
Landsat system to more than 100 countries, including my own.



PKB/alv/bt AfC.1/32/PV b2
22

(Mr. Censles, Chile)

I should alsc like express nete to be taken of our support of the United
Nations programme on the application of space technology and also the work
done by the expert, Mr. Murthy. )

We agree with those delegations which feel that the above-mentioned
programme should be expanded both in scope and content, and should be given
greater financial support. The formative and training aspects are
extremely important since it is the experts from developing countries who
are being given this agsistance and we believe that, to ensure the fullest
utilization of all the applicaticns of space technology in the economic
development of those regicns, this is of inestimable value.

We are grateful to those countries which voluntarily have given courses
or sponsored scholarships, since all these are so many efforts to the
same end. ,

Paragraph 73 and those that follow in the report of the Sub-Committee
refer to the possible United Nations conference on outer spéce. The comments
that my delegation submitted on this matter in which we supported the holding
of such a conference make it unnecessary for me to go into the subject at
greater length. However, it is imperative that we mention that we would
prefer the adoption of a brcad apprcach in the preparation of the agenda of
that possible conference in order to include politicsl problems ~ which would
imply the adoption of legal texts - as well as the dissemination of
possibilities for applying spasce technology To development.

There ig, however, ocne subject which is of concern to us and about
which we cannot remain silent, namely the increasing military use that is
being made of outer space. World public opinion has been amply informed of
the prodigious progress achieved in the exploration and exploitation of
outer gpace for peaceful purposes. An awareness has been created of the great
benefits that might be obtained in the future for the progress and welfare
of mankind, since these activities In outer space must be carried out for
the benefit and in the interests of all countries regardless of the degree of
their economic and scientific development. But world public opinion has
been kept somewhat in the dark regar&ing the threat inherent in the increased

use of outer space for military purposes.
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We all recognize *hat through the Ccmmittee cn Outer Spe.e
the United Nations hes done most praiseworthy work in the preparation of
legal instruments to regulaste all activities of exploration and utilization
of cuter space and bo:ensure its peaceful use, as well as granting all States
equal opportunities to benefit therefrom. The United Nations has also
encouraged international co-operstion so that progress in the spheres of
communications, meteorolcgy, remote sensing and so on, berefit the
greatest number of States, particularly the developing ¢nes.

There are z number of international instruments that have specified
what military use can be made of outer space and some agreements have been
reached to prohibit ithe use of nuclear weaspcns or weapous of mass Jdesiruction
in this new environment which man's genius has opened up. Thus, for example,
General Assembly resolution 1884 (XVIII), in operative parsgraph 2:

"Solemnly calls unon all States: ... to refrain from placing in
orbit around the earth any objects carrying nuclear weapons or any
other kinds of weapons of mass destruction, installing such weapons
on celestial bodies, or statloning such weapons in outer space in any
other manner;",

The outer space Treaty of 1967 in article IV, first pervagraph sets cut
that :

"States Parties to the Treaty undertake not to place in orbit
around the Earth any objects carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds
of weapons of mass destruction, install such weepons on celestial bodies,
or station weapons in outer space in any other manner." (General Assembly
resolution 2222 (XXI), annex)

In 1963 a Treaty was approved which prohibited the testing of nuclear

weapons in the atmosphere, in outer space or under water. My delegation feels

that because we are imbtued with the urgency of studying the peaceful useg of outer
" space we have mot as yet given due attention-to the military uses of that
environment in order to prevent the application of srace technolcgy in“tre militery

field frcm opening up new areas of the arms race.



PKB/alv/bt A/C.1/32/PV.k2
2425

(Mr. Canales, Chile)

The Secretary-General's report on the Economic and Soclal Consequences
of the Armaments Race (document A/32/88), on page 1k, paragraph 31, clearly
informs us of the decigive Importance of developments in the military use
of outer space achieved in the progress of both nuclear warfare and so-called
"conventional" warfare.

All these reasons dictate the need to Include in the studies made by
our Committee the possible military uses of outer space in order to acquire
the necessary information that will allow us to adopt measures to complement
the relevsnt provisions contained in the 1967 Treaty by an agreement on the
future demilitarization of outer space that will guarantee for it an
exclusively peaceful use.

If we do not include this responsibility, which appears logical to us,
in the terms of reference of the Committee on Quter Space we will allow
the military use of outer space to be generalized end sophisticated to such
an extent that subsequent efforts to avoid the development of an arms race
in outer space will be fruitless and will perhaps allow the use of new

methods of warfare, the destructive power of which is unforeseeable.
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If it were felt inappropriate to give wider scope to the studies of the
Committee on Outer Space so that it could take up the military uses of outer
space as well as its peacsful uses, then perhaps it might be appropriate to
include a newv item among the disarmament questions touching on the problems raised
by the development of artificial earth satellites for military purposes.

In the 1977 yearbook of the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute
we are told that more than 60 per cent of the satellites put into orbit in the
last few years are engaged in military sactivities such as electronic photographic
reconnaissance and geodesic, meteorological, navigational or research work on
improving military satellites.

At present the major space Powers are involved in rivalry concerning systems
of satellite interceptors and destroyers. In other words, the arms roce has
acquired new dimensions which constitute as many new threats to internstional
peace and security.

We do not believe that we can yet speak of a new type of space war, but
rather of an additional space strategy of tridimensicnal space operations that
will make war increasingly lethal and threatening to mankind's aspirations to
peace and progress.

The interest shown by a number of delegations of member States in Jjoining
the Committee on Outer Space 1s clear proof of the importance attached to the
practical uses of space technology in the development of countries and the legal
agspects of such activities. We should specifically like to stress the efforts
made by the delegations of Colombia and Ecuador, which have been represented in
the work of the Committee and its subsidiary organs this year. Ve believe
that now that our Organization hes almost achieved universality we should
encourage the widest possible participation in the working bodies of the
United Nations, and therefcre we shall wholeheartedly support the draft resolution
Just submitted by the representative of Colombia, sponsored by more than
20 delegations, calling for expansion of the membership of the Committee on
Outer Space,

We could not conclude this statement without expressing our apprecistion

to the Chairman of the Committee on Outer Space, Mr. Jankowitsch, for his
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constent dedication end care in presiding over trat Cormizizc. Ve wvorvld esl him
to inform nis Government of our epprecietion of ths considereticn,

hospitality and assistance given the delegations present in Vienna for the
twentieth eczzi~u of the Committee.

Mr. PAVLAK (Polsad): This year we have before us the report on
the results of the twentieth session of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space. Once ggain the Committee was fortune®e to work under the
eble and dedicated guidance of Mr. Peter Jenkowitsch of Austria. This
time he was given the well deserved opportunity to pre:ide over the proceedings
of his €omaittee 1n Vienna. My delegation very much appreciated the traditional
Austrian hospitality as well as the efficiency with which the business of the
Committee was conducted. Here in the First Committee we have nlso benefited
a lot from the introductory statement made by Mr. Jankowit s2h ¢ the
beginning of or conslderation of the two items concerning international
co-operation in the field of the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space.

The twentieth session of the Committee this year coincided with the
twentieth anniversary of man's 7181 venture into outer space. The successful
laurching of the first Soviet satellite, Sputnik I, in October 1957 marked
the beginning of the new era in the history of mankind. The anniversary mood
leads us to medidate upon past achievements and possible future developmnents
in this area.

The United Nations reccrd in promoting international co-operatimm in the
exploration and peaceful uses of outer space is very impressive indeed. It is
through the United Nations that the rule of law has been extended to cover new
dimensions. The United Nations has provided an appropriate forum for co-ordinating
scientific activities and furthering the exchange of information. Our
Organization has. reaffirmed the common interest of mankind in promoting the
exploration and use of outer spece for exclusively peaceful progress. The
Inited Nations has thus become a true centre for harmonizing the actions of
nations in this new and promising field of human end=avour.

It is gratifying to note that space technology has already helped to
resolve many problems, both theoretical and practicsl. Tre zo-oreretion betwaen
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the two leading Powers, the Soviet Union and the United Jtates, has been
raised to a higher level. Ve were all impressed in particular by the
successful completion of the Joint Apoiloc-Soyuz programme Two years ago.
Many other States are ncw in a position to make their own contributions to
the exploration and peaceful uses of outer space. Accordingly, international
co-operation in this domain is nowadays based on the broad participation of
various countries, scientific bcodies and individual experts.

In Poland the reseaich activities within the framework of our Netions)
Seientific Space FProgramme are concentrated on space physics, satellite
geodesy, space biology and medicine. Ve are also very interested and involved
. in the implementation of space-application programmes related to the remote
sensing of the earth and to cowmunicestion via satellites. These activities
are heing carried out mainly within the ambits of two agencies grouping
gsocialist countries, namely Intercosmos and Intersputnik. In July 1976
the character of an intergovernnental agreement was given to the Intercosmos
co-opevation programme, and shortly afterwards an additional agreement was
signed on the basis of vhich scientists from the States parties were given
the possibility of participating in space flights on board Soviet space
vehicles. The treining of specialists from Poland and other socialist
conntries 1s now in progress at the Gagarin Centre, near Moscow. Sorme resesrch
programmes are also being carried out by Tolish specislists on a bilateral
basis in co~operation with many other countries from different regions of the
world,

This year's report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
contains a number of imporfant recommendations and decisions concerning the
future work of the Committee as a whole and its subsidiary bodies. Mav I in
the first place offer some comments with regard to the recommendations and
decisions related to the questions that are being dealt with by tre Iegal

Sub-Committee.
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We highly appreclate the contribution made by the Legal Sub-Committee

to the elaporation of basic principles and specific rules of outer space law.

We earnestly hope that the tenth anniversary of the entry into force of the

main cuber space Treaty will be marked by new ratifications or accessions to
this instrument which has laid down the foundations for harmonious international
co-operation and activities of States in the exploration and use of outer

space, lncluding the moon and other celestial bodies.

There is now a great need for new instruments to regulate man's
activities in some specific areas related to peaceful uses of outer space
technology. I have in mind, in particular, the elaboration of principles
governing the use by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television
broadcasting. My delegatlon has noted with appreclation the considerable
progress made by the ILegal Sub-Commlttee in thils respect. We have also welcomed
the results of the World Administrative Radio Conference for the Flanning of the
Broadcasting Satellite Service held earlier this year in Geneva. We expected
that the arrangements made there under the auspices of the International
Telecommunication Union ( ITU) would help to resolve not only technical but also
legal problems, especially those connected with the spill-over of the
satellite signal.

Alas, as can be seen from the Committee's report, additional efforts
undertaken during the course of its twentieth session to reach a compromise
solution proved unsuccessful owing to lack of consensus. The matter will now
go back to the Legal Sub-Committee, We hope that it will not take too much
time for the ILegal Sub-Committee to arrive at an agreed soluticn ~7 the
gquestion of "consultation and agreements between Stateg" and, consequently,
to adopt a complete set of principles on direct television broadcasts.

In this connexion I should like to repeat once again that in our approach
to the question of direct television broadcastling by means of artificial
earth satellites we are not gulded by any time-serving or tactical considerations.
Direct broadcasting will never be made in a vacuum. It is not true that there
are no rules governing Stste actlvities in the field of dilrect broadcasting.
In the first place, there are rules of general international law and there are
agreed principles of peaceful coexistence. Technological advances must not

be taken as a pretext to override such fundamental principles as national
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sovereignty and non-interference in domestic affairs of other States. What we
are also concerned with is the safeguarding of the cultural heritage of
various nations, as well as the prevention of abuses, viclence and racist

and hostile propaganda. That is why we are of the view that the problems

that may arise in connexion with direct broadcasting should be resolved by
means of consultation and agreements between States directly involved.

We have algo followa2d with keen interest the work of the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee and we very much appreciate its stimulating and
co-ordinating role with regard to scientific and technical aspects of man's
activities in outer space.

We share with other delegations the highest appreciation of the outstanding
contribution made by, Professor Carver of Australia in his capacity as Chairman
of the Sub-Committee.

The remote sensing of the earth is anotheyr matter of immediate practical
interest for us as well as for other countries. We have noted the progress
made in this respect both by the Legal Sub-Committee and by the Scientific and
Technical Sub-Committee. I have in mind, inter alias,, the proposed definition of
the notion of "data" in the context of remote sensing. Perhaps the findings of
the scientists will serve as a useful criterion for the Legal Sub-Committee
in its efforts to elaborate genersl principles relating to remote sensing and,
in particular, in its search for appropriate formulations concerning the
dissemination of data obtained from remote sensing. ,

There are many other important questions that are currently under study.
But since the recommendations and decisions sdopted at the twentieth session
of the Committee meet with my delegation's general approval, I should not like
to dwell upon them any longer.

I have a feeling, however, that I should fail to do my duty if I did not
say hovw happy we were in our delegation on learning of the recognition
given to our colleague, Mr., Bugeniusz Wyzner, on the occasion of, the
tenth anniversary of his chairmanship of the Legal Sub-Committee, It was a
source of particular pleasure to us that the Committee as, & whole added its
own words of appreciation for the contribution made by Mr. Wyzper during his

10-yeer term of office as Chairman of the Legal Sub-Committee, I should
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1like to take this opportunity to express our thanks to the Committee for its
kind gesture. We sghall convey wlth pleasure all the kind words addressed to
Mr. Wyzner by speskers during our debate in the First Committee.

In conclusion, T should like to express our support for the approach
to the question of wider participastion by other States in the work of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space contained in the Austrian

draft resolution in document A/C.1/32/L..L2, which was distributed this morning.

Mr. HERDER (German Democratic Republic): My delegation has with
great interest taken note of the report of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space as well as followed the statement of its Chairman,

Mr. Jankowitsch. We note with satisfactlon that the activities of the
Committee are contributing to ensuring the peaceful use of outer space.
For this we should like to express our gratitude and appreci-tion to its
Chairman and members.

International co~operation relating to outer space has made it clear that
this new area, which was opened up by man's creative activity and ventured into
for the first time exactly 20 years ago with the pioneering feat of the Soviet
Union, the launching of Sputnik I, can be used on a lasting basis for the
benefit of mankind only 1f the peaceful nature of the actlivities of States in
outer space is ensured. The outer space Treaty, whose tenth anniversary we
are marking this month, has provided a solld foundation in this respect.

We consider the prohibitlon against the lnstalling of any kind of nuclear
weapons and other weapons of mass destruction on celestial bodies as laid
down in the Treaty an important sccomplishment. It has been instrumental in
using activities in outer space and on celestial bodies exclusively for
peaceful purposes. This has led to strengthening international security and

had a favourable effect on the struggle to curb the arms race.
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e Treaty was at the same time an important step towards the codification
of the law of outer space, which is determined by the fundamental principles of
the United Nations Charter and which has to be regarded as an important part of
cur present-day democratic international law. For that reason the delegation
of the German Democratic Republic supports the draft resolution prepared by the
Legal Sub-Committee which pays tribute to the Outer Spasce Treaty, in particular
the invitation to further States to accede to this important Treaty.

It is indeed imperative to strive for the universality of this and all other
agreements relating to gquestions of outer space., It cannot be in the interest of
the security of the peoples and States that certe’n quarters keer their
hands free in order to misuse outer space at their discretion. The obligation
to use outer space exclusively for peaceful purposes must be respected by 2ll
States and must apply to all continents.

General concern was aroused by reports on the establighment of a huge
rocket-testing ground in the southern hemisphere of Africa. The Orbital Transport-

und Raketenaktiengesellschaft (OTRAC) of Stuttgart is said to have obtained

through an agreement, the unrestricted right to use that area for the testing of
all types of rockets, Mindful of the historic experience f the armament policy
of German imperialists, one rightly raises the question in that connexion whether
this agreement aims at bypsssing international provisions imposed upon the States
for the limitation of certain weapons. That would run counter to the security
interests of all States;&nd in particular would complicate still further the
situation in southern Africa.

The agenda of the sessions of the Committee on Outer Space and its sub-
committees includes important guestions concerning the codification and
progressive development of the law of outer space ap well as problems relating to
the scientific and technological use of outer space. Our efforts should be girected
2t solving these protlems v early as pessible. That scluticn czrnot bte advsnced
by dealing with problems which are of secondary importance or are not of topical

interest. Ve should, rather, concentrate on the key issues.
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May I be allowed, therefore, to make the following remarks on the
activities of the Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on Outer Space. The
delegation of the German Democratic Republic holds the view that considerable
progress has been achieved regarding the elaboration of draft principles on
remote sensing of the earth by satellites, We consider it necessary from the
political and legal point of view to include algo in the prineciples to be
elaborated the principle of the permanent sovereignty of States over their
natural resources. It 1s well-known that that principle is contained in
numerous resolutions of the United Nations which were adopted by the overwhelming
majority of Member States. We hold that the principle of the freedom of outer cpace
cannot be brought into ccrntrast with the principle of state sovereignty &= a binding
norm of international law. The principle of the freedom of outer space can,
therefore, only be implemented in strict observance of the principle of the {
permanent sovereignty of States over the natural resources or. their territories.

In tkat connexion the readiness of the Soviet Union to take photographs of
the territory of interested, States and to meke those photos available to them
deserves great appreciation. Such "cosmic service" would effectively help the
countries concerned to, locate their natursl wealth more quickly and to utilize it
still more efficiently.

With regard to the elaboration of principles governing the use by States of
artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting, we welcome the fact
ti#t further progress has been made in the formulation of draft principles concerning
"eonsultaticr and agreements tetween States". It is cur opinicn that direct
television broadcasting by means of satellites to another State can only be made
if the broadcasting State has notified the receiving State in time c¢f its intention
to treoadcast, if relevant agreements are concluded between the Siates
concerned and if the satellite service is rendered on, the basis of the
regulations of the International Teleccnmunization Unien (ITU).

Some delegations have been in favour of including in the Treaty relating to
the moon provisions which would declare the moon and its natural resources the

"common heritage of all mankind". As we know, the Outer Space Treaty states that
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"The exploration and use of outer space, including the Moon and
other celegtial bodies, shall be carried out for the benefit and in the
interests of all countries, irrespective of their degree of economic or
scientific developmert, and shall be the province of all mankind."
(resolution 2222 (XXI))

YThat consequences could arise - going beyond the Outer Space Treaty ~ from

including the term "heritage of mankind” in a treaty urder international law?

We take the liberty of pointing out that that term is totally unknown to
international law. It is clearly a term used in civil law implying the recognition
of status of ownership. Tts inclusion in the ftreaty relating to the moon, a
tyeaty under international law, &’lows only the conclusion that common possession
of the moon and of its natural wealth by all States would be postulated. That,
however, is in contrast with the Outer Space Treaty which, as is well-known, says
that the mopn is not subject to appropriation by anyone, which also means not by
all mankind, Moreover, we fail to see the legal implication of adopting this
term in the treaty relating to the moon since, as is generally known, mankind is
not a subject of international law and hence cannot exercise rights and duties
resulting from international relations.

The delegation of the German Democratic Republic believes that, given a
realistic approach, the elaboration of a treaty relating to the moon could be
concluded at an early stage.

30 far as the question of the legal status of the orbit of geostationary
satellites is concerned, the delegation of the German Democratic Republic is
guided by the following principle: +that orbit, just as any other orbit of
satellites, 1s an integral part of outer space vhich, in accordance with the
generally recpognized norms of international law, 1s not subject to national
appropriation.

As far as the space activities of the German Democratic Republic in the
past year are concerned I should like to stress that the German Democratic Republic
has participated continuously in the work within the framework of "Interkosmos".
Zmphasis was placed on the evaluation of the results obiained by the Soviet

space venture Soyuz 22, which had the multi-spectral camera MKF 6 manufactured



EF/js/kd A/C.1/32/PV .42
39-40

(Mr. Herder, German Democratic
Republic )

in the German Democratic Republic on board. The results obtained so far show
that the results of space research technology are widely espplicable in various
fields of national economy. The activities of the German Democratic Republic
within the framework of that experiment illustrate what can also be achieved
by smaller countries of the community of socialist States, if there is a
certain specialization. That experiment illustrates the transition from pure
basic research and practice-oriented research to specific field application

of satellite technology.

The German Democratic Republic will report in detail about its outer space
activities in 1977 in the annual report on national and co-operative international
space activities to be prepared under resolution 2223 (XXI). Furthermore, I
should like to refer to the statements made by the representatives of the
German Democratic Republic at the sessions of the Committee oh:Outer Space and
its Sub-Committees in which further activities of the German Democratic Republic

were mentioned.
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In our country also all other scientific and technological results
of the peaceful exploration of outer space are followed witli special
attention. The achievements made in the field of space research figure
prominently on the balance shecet of the peoples of the USSR prepared on
the occasion of the sixftieth anniversary of the Great Octcocber Socialist
Revolution. One of the recent highlights was the launching of the second
international bio-laboratory "Cosmos 9306". The recent Soviet "Sputnik
of Life", in which, in addition to the other Socialist countries, the United
States and France alsc participated, continues research work of great
scientific and practical. importance. During the 20 years since the first
Soviet bio-satellite "Sputnik 2" with the dog Laika on board orbited the
earth for seven days, biological experiments have been made on board
about 10 satellites and probes, space vehicles and orbital stations. These
experiments serve the humanitarian goal of ensuring the health of man in
space and on earth as is called for by the Vorld Health Organization in
its 12-point outer space prograrme.

Just as in the successful experiments with "Cosmos 936", co-operation
between the USSR #rd France proves once again that great svcc=sses in
strengthening and expanding the process of détente can be reached in the
interest of all mankind. The continuvovs scientific and technological
co-operation between these two space nations, which was crowned only
recently by the launching of the French probe "Signe 2" with the help of
a Soviet carrier rocket, started more than 10 years ago. The advantages
resulting therefrom in the scientific and technological field demonstrate
once again how necessary it is to implement and fully apply the principles
of peaceful coexistence between States of different social systems.

My delegation would like also to convey its congratulations to the
representatives of the United States on their country's programme to venture
into unexplored areas of outer space with its "Voyager 1 and 2" missions.
Ovxr appreciation also goes to all other States which have made a further

contribution to the peaceful uses of outer space in 1977.
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Today two draft regoluticns were distributed, aid are belfore us,
concerning the increase in the membership of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space. My delegation understands very well the wigsh of
certain delegations to give more States thar has been the case up till novw the
possibllity of taking paxrt directly in the work oif the Commititee by an jicrease
in Tts membership. Ve would, however, prefer this problem to be
thoroughly discussed in the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter Space
before the General Assembly takes any decision on the subject.

Taking this stand, we are guided by the consideration that this
Committee is a working organ involved in negotiations on complex matters.

It is well known that the composition of such organs should, therefore, be
carefully studied in order to make such bodies workable and effective before
changing them.

The exploration and uses of outer gspace and of celestial bodies have
clearly shown the natural interrelationship between earth and outer space.

It is obvious that peaceful co-operation of States 1u Lhe use of outer space
can only be lasting and stable vhen there is progress on earth in
strengthening peace, in deepening and expanding the process of political

détente, and in the area of disarmament.

Mr. NYAMDO (Mongolia) (interpretation from Russian): Twenty years
ago, with the launching in the Soviet Union of the world's first artificial
satellite, a beginning was made in the new era of the conquest of
space by man., Credit for this belongs te the Soviet people, which
recently, together with the whole of progressive mankind, celebrated
the sixtieth amniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution. Ve have
every reason to say that i1ts logical consequence was the development of
co-operation between States in a totally new field of international relations,
namely, the field of international co-operation in the use of outer space

for peaceful purposes.
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The first international legal instrument governing this co-operation
was the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
exploration and use of ouber space, including the moon and other celestial bodies.
In the 10 years since it was signed, this Treaty has played an impcrtant
role in the progressive development of contemporary international law,
in particular space law. Our delegation would like to expregs its
whole-hearted support for the recommendation made by the Uuter Space Comnittee
in connexion with the tenth anniversary of the entry into foree of this
Treaty. The Mongolian People's Republic attaches great importance to this
and other treaties and agreements produced by the Outer Spece Committee. It
believes -that they should be made universal, and also that all
States in their activities in swvace should observe strictly the agreed
norms of these international instruments.

In the last 20 years contemporary space travel has achleved really
remarkable success, from the first artificial earth satellites and the first
flight of man into space up to the major orbiting stations and the landing
of man on the moon, from the purely research launchings of space devices
right up to the broad practical application of space technology for the good
of mankind.

ile can say today that space travel has ceased to be an exceptional
event and has become a constant factor in the life of man, and the conquest
of ocuter space for peaceful purposes is assuming an organized character.
Clearly, active co-operation between States in the field of research into
and use of outer space is an imperative need of the day. Broad co-operation
between States in this area is an extremely important condition for the
successful solution of those problems which still face mankind in the field
of space travel.

In this regard, the United Nations, in particular the Committee on the

Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, is playing an important role.
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The Mongolian People's Republic, within the limits of its resources,
is continuing to participate in research programmes, in particular in the
Interkosmos programme carried out within the framework of the countries
of the socialist community. ILast year, the Mongolian People's Republic,
within the Interkosmos programme, took part in scientific research work
in the field of space physics, meteorology, communications, biology and
medicine, and also remote sensing of earth by means of artificial
satellites, Ve have every reason to say that the results of co-operation
with Socialist countries have been having a good effect on the solution of
the most varied economic problems of our country.

I should like now to make a few brief comments on the report of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space. On the whole, the Mongolian
delegation takes a favourable view of the Committee's work. The Committee
and its Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee and its Legal Sub-Committee

have made great efforts to complete the tasks assigned to themn.
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We note with satisfaction that the Legal Sub-Committee has made
considerable progress in its work on the principles to govern the use by
States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting for
the purpose of concluding an internatlional agreement or agreements, =nd in
particular in the formulation -~ the text of the principle of consultaticn
and cpreencnts among Stetes and also of a draft rre:mble. We shouid like to
stress vewti-uv ar v here that a large number of members of the Committee now
acknowledge the need for prior consent for the :arrying out of direct
television broadcasting if it is aimed at a forelgn State.

In so far as ~rrrerns the question of the legal consequences of the
remote sensing of earth resources, the Sub-Commititee did some useful work. It
should be yvointed cut that o numiu-r of delegations favoured the e-nrree ragulation
of octivities in this erea. - The course of the disgcusslon on this suhject showed
that the problem of the dissemination of the data obtalined us & result
of remote sensing is of great significance. In this regard our delegation
belleves that the Soviet proposal on this subject is constructive - a
proposal submitted to the Legal Sub-Committee at lts sixteenth session. We
believe that among the principles governing the remote sensing of the Earth,
the princinle of the total and constant soverelgnty of all States and peoples
over their natural resources and wealth should occupy an appropri~te plice, and also
the principle of their irclienable »ight to dispose of thelr own nabturel resources
and information regardirg such resources. We should like to express our regret
at the fact that because of the negative attitude of «nrtain States the
last session of the Legal Sub-Committee was unable to prouce o _enernlly
acceptable text on this important principle.

The delegation of the Mongolian People's Republic would like to stress
that ‘7 the consideration of the draft principles to govern remote sensing
the Legal Sub-Committee should give priority to efforts aimed at producing a
single text of = wmiversally ~greed upon vrinciple for respachirg the soverelgn
rights of all countries both over theilr natural resocurces and over informaticn

relating to thozo Tescur-es.
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With regard to one of the high priority questions ~the work on the
draft treaty on the moon -~we believe that further intensive efforts should
be made to conclude as soon as possible work on this draft treaty. In this
regard our delegation welcomes the proposal of the delegation of the Soviet
Union that on the guestion on the status of the natural resources of the moon
a separate document should be prepared in the form of an 2dditicnal protccol to the
draft treaty on the mocn. Ve Yelieve that this proposel could help the Committee
tc overcome the present stute of stagnation with regard tc the completion of
work on the draft treaty on the moon.

As members of the Committee will recall, members of the Committee on Outer
Space, in the course of the discussion in the Sub-Committee, a reference was
¢lso rade to the question of geo~stationary crbit. Cur delegation bhelieves
that these orbits should not be considered in isolation from outer space.

In connexicon with the work of the Ilregal Sub-Committee, the delegation of the
Mongolian People's Republic would like to express its whole-lhearted support
for the resolution of the Legal Sub-Committee which pays tritute to
Ambassador Vyzner of the Polish People's Republic who for 10 years has so
skilfully and so tactfully condineted the proceedings of the Sub-Committre,

In so far as concerns the work of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee,
our dele gation supports the conclusions and recommendations contained in the
Committee's report. Our delegation believes it appropriate here to confirm
our position on the convening of a possible United Nations space conference.

The Mongolian People's Republic in principle supports the idea of convening
such a conference and helieves that it should be very cavefully prepared for
g0 as to ensure its. cuccess.

In econclusion I should like, on behalf of the delezation of tke Mongolian
Feople's Republie, to express our deep gratitude to the Federal Government and
people of Austria for the opportirity given to hold the twentieth anniversary
session of the Committee in the beautiful city of Viemna where iy received such

warm hospltality.
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The CHAIRMAN: T now call on the representative of Austria to
introduce draft resolution //C.1/32/L.k2.

Miss HOLZER (Austria): The Austrian delegation is fully aware
of the wish of a number of States to become members of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space in order to participate directly and actively
in d4its work and contribute to its achlevements. In our view this wish
corresponds to the growing importance of space exploration and the application
of space technology for all countries and .nrderlines the role of the United Nations
and in particuler the Committee continue to play as a focal point for
international co-operation in this field.

It is not the firsgst time thet such desires for wider participation have
been advanced. The membership of the Outer Space Committee has almost doubled
siree its inception. It can thus be said that the growth rate has certainly
kept abreast with that of the United Nations itself. The last enlargement
took place only three years ago upon the unanimous decision of the General
Assembly in its resolutior %182 (XXVIII), This resolution emarated from
a uronirvous recommendation made by the members of the Outer Space Committee
and others. As a result nine new members, seven of them developing
countries, Jjoined the Committee and have since made invaluable contrlbutions
to its work.

Now a new proposal for expansion is being put forth by a number cf
countries, not members of the Committee. My delegation would like to
emphasize that we understand. this proposal as the expression of a legitimate
and welcome wish to involve an even greater number of countries than 1is now

the case in the important decision-making process of the Committee.
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I should like to point out +that in the past the Committee, whose meetings
are open, has never failed to agree to requests from non-weumbers to present
their viewpoints and to participate in its discussions. Thus, in the course
of the last sessions of the Committee itself and of the lLegal Sub-Committee,
delegations of non-member States were gilven an opportunity to attend and
address the meetings in an ad hoc observer capacity. The views of non-members
expressed in the debate at the General Assembly, furthermore, constitute an
important. input into the deliberations of the Committee,

However, my delegation fully appreciates the wish for fuller participation
which is offered by membership itself and believes that this deserves our
most sincere consideration. While this is the case - and I should like to
underscore that we are not motivated by a desire to exclude anybody and to
remain some sort of privileged club as some may feel - serious thought must
be given to the various possibilities of accommodating this wish for
participation and to the implications of whatever decision we may take on
this matter.

As far as concerns iprediate expansion of the Committee, now
proposed by the sponsors of draft resolution A/C.l/BE/L.h5, my delegation
believes that -~ apart from possible negative effects on the efficiency of
the work of the Committee and particularly of the Iegal Sub-Committee, which
to a large extent functions as a drafitins body - we must take a long-term
view of the matter: it is entirely likely that in the foreseeable future
other countries will also want to join the Committee and thus request further
expansion. Ve should, therefore, aslk ourselves whether it is desirsble to
start upon a course which could eventually lead to a membership extended to a
degree which might seriously jeopardize its workability.

Taking this into account and, as I have said, fully appreciating the
legitimacy of the desire for wider participation in the Committee's work, the
Austrian delegation believes that, before taking any decision on expansion, we
should seriously explore all possible ways and means to provide for such
participation. Since this is a matter of great importance, particularly for
the future of the Committee, we furthermore believe that the Committee itself
and all its 37 members should have a chance to discuss the matter in full

detail,
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One alternative option which might be worth looking into is, in the
opinion of this delegation, the possibility of a rotation system of
menmbership in the Outer Space Committee -~ also wentioned this morning by the
representative of Colombla. By adopting such a procedure, which could,
for example, involve the exchange of one third of the menmbers every two or
three years, a greater number of countries would be given an opportunity to
participate. That number wouald indeed over the long run be larger than that
achieved by simple expansion. Rotation would offer the advantage of providing
for wider participation without the possible negative implications of
increasing the size of the Committee.

The Austrian delegation has, therefore, decided to present the draft
resolution contained in document A/C.1/32/L.42 which I nov have the honour to
introduce. I should like to assure the representative of Colombia that this
draft was submitted to the Secretariat for issuing by Tuesdsy morning. The
draft notes the desire of some member States to participate in the work of
the Committee and Tor that parpose bring about an expansion of its present
membership, This desire has been demonstrated in the past, inter alis in
the course of the last meetiag of the Committee, when two of the co-sponsors
of draft resolution A/C.l/}EfL,hB vere given an opportunity to address the
Committee, In full avareness of this desire, which has come to the attention
of this delegation also in contacts with other delegations, we decided to
offer this draft resolution as a possible compromise.

In operative paragraph 1 it requests the Committee to examine ways and
means by which it can accommodate the desire for wider participation and to
report on the results to the next session of the General Assembly, which
should then agree on the actionr to be taken. Operative paragraph 2 makes
it quite clear that it will be fTor the General Assembly itself to discuss
this matter and take a final decision.

My delegation, convinced that this approach, which we offer as a compromise,
reflects the viewpoint of the majority of the members of the Committee on Outer
Space, believes that this draft resolution corresponds to the great importance

of this particular question, and we hope that it will receive broad support.
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Mr. ALBORNO” (Ecuador) (interpretation from Spanish): e have

listened with clocse attention to the presentation made by the Chairman of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Mr. Jankowitsch, and we have
also received the report of that Committee, We believe that the optimistic
werds of the Chairman are to be welcomed, as they place in good perspective
the work done by the Committee, which has one of the most dramatic mandates
in the United Nations - confronted by the tremendous mystery of the years to
come, in the development by science of the exploration of outer space by man
and in the new prospects for the use of outer space to benefit mankind. Ve
have been reminded of all this, and he has also reminded us that this has all
happened a nere 20 years after the launching of the 7irst Sputnik and only

10 years after the landing on the moon - two memorable occasions through which
the present generation has lived.

In the part of the report that refers to the Legal Sub-Committee, note
has been taken of the fact thet sufficient progress has not been made on the
question of the natural resources of the moon, and we trust that some progress
will be made at the next session on the matter, particularly regarding the
treaty on the moon. On the other hand, we are told that some progress has been
made in the preparation of texts for sgreements arong States regarding
artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting, which comes
under agenda item 36. 1le are happy that the drafts of six additional
principles have been prepared concerning the legal consequences of the study
of the earth's resources by remote sensing, This is a matter of particular
importance to the developing countries, since, apart from wishing to safeguard
our own sovereign rights over our own natural resources and the information
pertaining to them, we do not wish to be mere witnesses tp the programmes of
world observation. Together with the right of prior consultation of the sensed
country, we trust that there will be recognition of the latter's right to
share immediately in the process of observation and the technical information
to be derived therefrom. In this matter we share the view of those States that
have contended that the concept of scvereignty also covers asovereignty over

information on natural resources.
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Were we to act otherwise, we would then be seeing the developing world
despoiled by those who for the moment are in a position to despoil it, without
account teing taken of the juridical mcdalities of human solidarity and =quity
that are implicit in that concept. It is & concept that is very closely
linked to the very struggle and duty of man to fight egainst underdevelopment.

I think it opportune that the Committee and its Cub-Tommittees have
considered the need for a definition or a delimitation of outer space. That
gap has to be closed because, in the verious views expressed on the matter,
we Tind serious discreperciss which might seriously delay the usefulness to
mankind of activities in outer space.

It is for that reason that we note with satisfaction the interest shown
by the Committee concerning geostationary orbit, and it is encouraging to
note that the Committee requested the Legal Sub-Committee to take into account
matters dealing with that orbdit.:

Together with the other 10 equatorial countries over whose “ervitcry the
dividing line of the world passes,Bcuador has raised its rights over the
segment of the geostationary orbit located over our continental, maritime
and insular territory. Our claim is based on the Declaration of permanent
soverei-ntv of ths developinz States over their natural resources and on the
principles of the Charter relatings to economic rights and duties of States,
documents that were approved by the United I'stions,

In the general debate the Forelign Minister of Ecuador stated:

"By virtue of its equatorial location, my country views with
particular interest the scientif'ic progress in the field of outer space
exploration; this opens up new prospects for the improvement of man's
life on this planet." (A/32/PV.9, p.7)

He furthermore pointed out that:

" Beuador hopes to become a member of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space and asks for the Assembly's support in order that its
hopes in this regard may be fulfilled." (Ibid.,)

And he recalled that:
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"In its Legal Sub-Ccmmittee this year Fcvedcr once more stated its

reasons for declaring, together with other equatorial States, its

will to exercise its soverelignty over the segments of the geostationary

synchronous orbit ... (that) is a separate and different entity from

outer space, the latter being a concept for which the States have

not yet found a valid and satisfactory definition." <Eéi§'f)

Those States over which the equatorial line passes met in Bogota in
December of 1976 and agreed to take a joint stand in their claim over the
segments of the synchronic orbit located over their territories.

Sovereignty is exercised; it is not negotiated, it is not subordinated to the
will of other States. Furthermore, the item does call for prompt attention,
particularly because the geostationary orbit is a limited resource
and according to the Legal Sub-Committee, 50 per cent of the available
possibilities of occupying the orbit have already been saturated by
satellites that are not cwned by equatorial countries.

I will say that the equatorial countries do not object to free orbital
transit nor of communications required by the satellites that have been planned
and authorized by the Conventions of the International Telecommunications Union
when those satellites cross our territorial skies in gravitational flight
out of their geostationary orbit.. On that matter we have taken note of the
fact that the report of the Committee indicates that in the debate mention
was made of the geostationary orbit and of the fact that a number of delegations
stressed the need for a definition or delimitation of outer space.

This item has been suggested as deserving of the greatest priority when
the Committee has concluded the other subjects on 1its agernda. But here,
although we take note of the annexes to the report, we do not share all the views
expressed in them, preclsely because outer space has not been defined,
not even from a functional approach, despite the fact that work has been
done on it since 127C, We are still arguing whether outer space would begin
at the minimum altitude at which satellites can be maintained in orbit, and in
this respect an objective study has been prepared by the Secretariat in
document A/AC.105/C.2/7/Add.1, which is a compilation of the views expressed
on the matter.
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The delegation of Ecuador also reaffirmed ‘vs views at the general
meetings of the J-mmittee and contended that in no case
can the geostationary orbit be considered as an integral part of cuter
space since such Tactors as gravitation, sveed and altitude depend
fundamentally on natural phenomena which are features of the earth itself
and its planetary rotational force.
Because of all this, a number of countries, iacluding Ecuador, sre keenly
interested in being guaranteed access to the Committee on the Pesceful Uses
of Outer Space, and to that end request that the Committee's menbership
be increased as the best way of stressing its universality and of balancing
the composition of the group of countries that at present participated in
it because of their interest and the degree of progress. For that reason,
together with 22 other delesations, we are proposing the expansion of the number
of members from 37 to 47. We trust that draft resolution will receive
unanimous support in the Commnittee. We believe that with the contribution
of wider points of view from the developing countries, the Committee's work
will be enriched from more universal sources and will achieve even greater
benefits than those that were promised by the Chairman of the Committee when
gpeaking of the very healthy effect that the previous expansion of the membership
of the Committee has given it. As he pointed out, the Committee has at no time
wanted to be termed an exclusive club. But since four years have passed,
an increase of the nature of the one requested can only be beneficial to all
the geographical regions concerned, as well as to the countries that have a
constructive desire to participate in the work and at the service of the Committee.
With regard to draft resolution A/C.,1/32/L.k3 that was formally
submitted today by the representative of Colombia, I would like to say +that to the
22 co-sponsors we have been asked to add the delegations of Cyprus, Bahamas
and Kuwait. I should also like to echo the suprise expressed by the representative
of Colombia at the symbol number given to the document which was sutmitted on
Tuesday mornirg. We trust that scme formula will be found to satisfy the
aspirations of the co-sponsors and of other delezations that have expressed their

support for the concept of dealing with the expansion of the mewbership at the
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present session. As members of the Committee will recall, the idea of leaving this
matter for another year was already discussed last year. So, with all due
respect for the technical aspects that were raised, we would venture to think
that there has surely been sufficient time to ponder the question. Far be it
from us to helieve that the present suggestion to postpone is a dilatory
tactic.
The representative of Austria was very kind when she referred to the
desire of a number of members of the Committee to increase the membership of
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses »f Outer Space. We have raised the
question of expanding the membership, so that it will be the General Assembly
that will decide upon the membership of one of its own Committees. We are
grateful to the representative of Austria sincerely for her intention to study this
matter, as she says, and we hope that a decision will te arrived at as soon as

possihble at the present session =nd by common agreement.
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Ve do not belleve that an increase in membership will have an adverse effect on the
work of the Committee, for the very same praiseworthy reasons given by the
representative of fustria herself when referring to the results of the previous
expansion.

Wle have also been very interested in the report submitted by the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee. Ve note with particular satisfaction the view of
the Sub~-Committee, in turn endorsed by the Committee itself, that there is no
scientific or technical reason for any remotely-sensed State not to have due
access without discrimination to information regarding its own territory.

In this matter, however, I think we should go further. Together with
the desire that the use of data obtained by satellite should be added to the
national economy and the planning functions of the Government, co-operation
is required in the training of staff through the transfer of technology and
participation in scientific research into that technology on the part of the
sensed State as part and parcel of the international responsibility of the
sensing State, Otherwise the technological gap which is so alarming in this
matter will never be bridged to the benefit of the developing countries.

VWie have teken due note and were gratified at the conclusion arrived at
by the Committee that a working group should be set up to prepare a possible
United Nations conference or. outer space that would be the universal forum
in which we could assess the progress achieved on such an important subject.

It ig also encouraging to note that aspect of the work of the speclalized agencies
of the United Nations system as defined and outlined in the report. That
musteding of all the forces of the international services of our day in spatial
technology can only contribute to a beneficial reduction of the technological

gap I mentioned earlier.

As an equatorial country my country is deeply interested in the correlative
study of these items including solar energy which possesses such great potential
benefit for the future of menkind and which has such wide promise for countries
which, because of their geographical location, have so many days of sunshine in

the yearly cycle.
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For all of the above reasons, we are gratified at the report of the
Committee submitted to us and reserve our right to participate in the

specific azpects of the debate when we deal with them in this Committee.

Mr. SCALABRE (France) (interpretation from French): France is

particulariy interested in outer space ratters and has a number of
recognized technical bodies in this field. The French National Centre for
Spatial Studies, apart from its own research institute, acts as co-ordinator
between the different laboratories and speciglized szgencies whose
activities in remote-sensing deal not only with equipment carried in space but
also with data reception, processing and evaluation.

France is also co-operating abroad in a series of projects:
at the European level we are closely linked to the AGRESTE
pilot project of the European Community which covers a number of aspects of
agriculture; to the European METECSAT space agency programme and the
European experimental satellite telecommunication programme, 0TS, which will
train the necessary experts for a future operational satellite. France is
also in charge of the European ARIANE launcher. In close liaison
with the Federal Republic of Germaeny, the French National Centre for Spatial
Studies has communicated to the European Space Agency the results of a
study on SPACELAB. It was also in close collaboration with the Federal Republic
of Germany that we placed in orbit the France-German experiirertal
teleccommurications satellites, Symphonie I and Symphonie II, thanks fto which the
developling courtries are benefiting from a programme of educaticnal television
relayed by a station set up in Bouske in the Ivory Cecast and placed at our disposal
by the authorities of +that country. It is also thanks to Symphonie that
we were able to set up @& link between Paris and Nairobl for the
Nineteenth General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCC).

Lt the bilateral level, France has continued its long-standing and fruitful
co~operation with the Soviet Union and, thanks to a Soviet launcher, was able to
place in orbit on 17 June last the SIGNE III satellite which is equipped to

reasure solar ultraviolet rays. Other experiments planned by French
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laboratories will be carried out in Soviet satellites. Furthermore,
the research group on spatisl bioclogy, together with the Biological and
¥edical Institute of Moscow has set up the experiment BIOBLOC 1.

In this same way France also co-operates with the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA): and it is on board an Arerican satellite that
the system of localization and collection of AGROS information has been
launched. We are participating on the other hand in the AEROSAT programme
to assist aerial navigation and a number of experiments on the solar
chromeosphere and we are planning research work that will launch in 1978
an American satellite to Venus. We are also co-operating in the ISEE
project with NASA for the study of the magnetosphere,

The desire of France tc co-operate is particularly aimed at the developing
countries. Thus, we have associated with the National Institute of
Agronomical Research in Tunisia so as to control the ecologlcal imbalances
in the arid zones of the south of Tunisia. Two French bodies participated
in “he preparation of the Mali project SAPHYR. I have already mentioned
ocur activities in Bouake in the Ivory Coast. I should also like to add that
so far as technical research is concerned ,; there is the preparation, together with
the Indian Space Research Organisation of a programme to experiment with the
different parts of a future domestic system of communication.

T apologize for this scmewhat arid enumeration but it is intended to
show the interest of France in space activities and, more particularly, those
that rely on international co-cperation for their success.

I come now to another item on our agenda. The question of the delimitation
and definition of outer space has alvays been a matter of concern to the French
delegation., There are considerable implications since we are in fact dealing
with determining the frontier between air law, based on national sovereignty,
and space law, the major principles of which,defined by the Treaty on outer
space of 1967, are in particular, freedom and non-appropriation. This is a
complex problem. The unceasing technological progress and the difficulty of
understanding it lesd us tc hope that the Legal Sub-Committee will continue
to study all these matters, applying working procedures that have already
stood the test of time.
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With regard to the remote sensing of earth's resources, remarkable progress
has teen achieved. This success 1s due largely to the method of work followed
which is basically to seek a consensus in order to define and formulate principles

accepted by all rather than to set up a project for immediate discussion.
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Following thrat procedure the legal Sub-Committee was able to draft six
nev principles dealing with certain methods of brecadcasting information and
data. Doubtless a number of problems still remain to be solved, but the
remarkable spirit of co-cperation znd compromise constantly shown by delegations
should allow us to take nev steps towards a solution.

In this regard the distinction drawn by the Scilentific and Technical
Sub-Committee between primary data and analysed information should be studied
by the Committee in the near future. ¥With that in mind, the study requested of
the JSecretariat to give a definition of spatial revolution and to determine the
elements of data that might meet varticular applications constitutes an
interesting initiative, By the same token, the problems relating to the
compatibility of future systems warrant attention because of the interest
showvn by those who use this technology.

Thus, quite justifiably, the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
attaches great importance to the ilmplementation for the benefit of the developing
countries of the treining methods reguired to allow ther to drav meximum advantage
from such technology within the framework of Iinternational co-operation.

Finally, it is clesr, as the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space
has pointed out, that the work of the two Sub-Committees will De that much more
fruitful if there is co-ordination of their respective activities.

The question of the composition of the Committee itself has now been raised.
Ag far as we are concerned, we see no reason to stop countries interested in
outer-space matters from participating in the work of that Coumittee and its
Sub-Committees, since the importance of that work can but increase in the future.
This question must therefore be studied very carefully and with all the
attention it requires. It saould not be the subject of a hasty decision,
However, in discussing 1t we ought not to lose sight of the need to maintain
the conditions that have thus Tar allowed the Committee to adopt all its
decisions Dby consensus., Uith that idea in mind, my delegation will support
draft resolution é/C.l/BQ/L.#Q, submitted by the Austrian delegation,

In conclusion I wish to greet the members of the Committee on Quiter Space

and all countries concerned with its activities and to congratulate them on
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the extremely f{ruitful co-cperstion they have shown this year, as previcusly.
May I, Tinally, thank our Chalrman, Mr. Jankowitsch and, through him, his
country, Austria, for his outstanding presentation of the report of the

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

Mr. VINCT (Ttaly): My delegation hes followed with great interest
the statements made by previous speskers and the stimulating and at times
provocative ideas they have put ferward., In presenting our oun remarks on
both items 35 and %6 of our agenda I shall not try to compete with those
statements, but I shall attempt at least to maintain the level of interest
they have raised.

In the 20 wyears that have elapsed since Sputnik I first orbited the
earth, 1n 1957, very great scientific and technological achievements have been
accomplished., I shall not even attempt to list the major space events that
oceurred between Sputnik in 1957 and Viking in 1977. Suffice it to say that
space research has not only revelutionized science from geophysics to
astronomy but has also provided new technologies which are altering the lives
of all peoples throughout the vorld. I would offer Just a Tew examples.

In the field of communications meny intercontinental telephone callz and
all live transoceanic television broadcasts are relayed by satellite.
Ninety-eight nations spanning the entire range of the political spectrum have
Joined the world-wide system orerated by the Intermational Telecommunications
Satellite Consortium (INTELSAT). Communications satellites are alsc assuming
an essential role in navigation. Anyone who watches the late-night television
nevs sees space technology at work. Fictures of cloud patterns are transmitted
from meteorclogical satellites which have, in pearticular, been most effective
in the detectlion and monitoring of severe storms.

e

The early advocates of space flight cverlooked cartography and earth-
resource surveys in their predictions and planning for the new age. But vhen
the Tirst astronauts returned with stories of how well they could see the

earth below geologlsts concelved the idea of the American Landsat series of



RH/16 Ajc.1 /7o /Er e
ca

(Mr. Vinei, Ttaly)

w2l -goantre scanning satellites. By circling the earth seversl times a day
the sateslites transmit images used in mapping remote regions, in searching
for water in arid lands, in tracing heretofore undetected geologic fault
zeones and in prosyecting for inerals and other rnatural rescurces, This
information has in turn been used to predict yields and to spot diseased
CTOPS .

Other kinds of space technology have fournd theilr way into braln surgery
and cancer treatment, the study of human health, home design and waste digpcsul,
fir»e prevention, computers and industrial proccesses.

All these space developments and others have crested complex and delicate
preblems - seientific, technical,legal and orgarizational. For the solution
of these problems significant and substantial help is provided within the
framework of the United Nations with the great skill and open and constructive
spivit that Thas always characierized the work of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, a body on vhich Ttaly has served since its foundation.

Allow me at this point to Join many other colleagues who have commended
the Chalrman of the outer-space Committee, Mr. Jankowitsch of Austria,

an

i the Chairman of the Legzal OSub-~Commititee, Mr. VWyzner of Poland,

for thelr dedication and untiring efforts in bringing about working solutions

to the many problems confronting them during these past years. Cur deep
arpreciation goes also to Professor Carver of Australia, who has with wisdom

and skill conducted the endeavours of the Scientific and Technical Sub-
Committee., And last but not least I should like to thank lMr. Perek, Mr., Murthy
and the meuhers of the Culter Space Divisicn of the Secretariat, who have all
significantly contrituted o the success of ocur work in the outer-space Cormlittee
and 1te Sub-Comnmittees,

We have taken note of the wish expressed by some Member States non-members
of the Committee, clearly relterated this morring by the representative of
Feuador, to participate in the work of the Committee. This interest constitutes
clear recognition of the vital and constructive role played by the outer-space
Committee. Ve ie.ieve thal the dmplicit purpose of those SJtates should nob be
digccuraged and thet & 1 Member States willing to contribute their ideas
to the work of the two subsidiary organs of the Committee - that is, the Legal

Sub-Committee and the Scierntific and Technical Sub-Committee - should be alloved
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to do so next year. The question of the Committee's membership could thus be
teken into consideration in the usuwal constructive and open splirit by the
Committee itself at its next session, in full awareness of the interest of
these Member States and the further contribution that each of then,
bepinning with one space Power, can wake to the work of the Committee without
detracting from its efficiency. 7 do not think thet in 50 doing ve would
uwnneceszarily delay a decision. Having enabled other cowitries to participate
pracbically at once in the Committee's work,we would be in a better position
to make the right declisions when the time coumes.

T should like now briefly to discuss the maln subjects dealt with by
the outer syace Committee during 1977.

The Tirst of these concerns the draft treaty relating to the moon.
In particular 1 should like to refer to the question of the legal régime
applicable to the natural resources of the moon. Ve are convinced that since
the moon and the other celestlal budlies are the common heritage of mankind,
as established by the pertinent tresty vhich has marked an historic turning-
point in international law, whatever the result of the use, occupation or
possession of those resources, they belong to mankind as a whole. Thet 1s why
we have suggested that the natural resources of the moon may be used by anyone
in loco, on the spot, but that they should be subject to eguitable distribuiion

smong all the peoples of the world vhen they are wrought to earth.



RG/17 A/C.1/32/FV.h2
71

(Mr. Vinci, Ttaly)

Turning now to the question of direct television broadecasting from
satellites, we think that the use of such satellites urgently requlres
appropriate regulationg *ilch would ensbl: their commmnicat! n: tecnclogy to be
utilized for increaged urleratsrciig among peoples and for the creation
of a common cultural base. A great deal of work has already been done by
the Committee Towards the preparation of a set of rules. We think that the
time is rive ncvw for the fulfilment of the mandate that was entrusted to the
Committee several years ago, in order to meet general world-v' e expectations,
but especially those of the young people, wno are interegted in universal
B tnersod and dncreasingly eager to learn the empirical realities and
intellectual concepts of other regions of the world., To that end Italy
reaffirms ite conviction that the drafting of legal principles for the
regulation of direct television broadcasting by satellites must be based
on the principle of free dissemination of information and ideas. But freedonm
should not mean licence or abuse, Italian law, Tor instance, makes it a
criminal offence to disseminate false or tendentious iaformation.

Another subject before the Outer Space Committee is that of the
de’iwitevics of space, a2 question that was not taken into consideration by
the 1967 Outer Space Treaty. Several delegations, including my own, have
already put forward suggestions for approaching the problem of the delimination
of sveca, But, whatever the results of this s%udy may be, we find i1 hard
to imagline how the geo-statlonary orbit could be removed from outer space.

T am referring, of course, to the demand of & number of eguatorial States

to expand thelr soverelgnty over the geo-stationary band approximately

56,000 wl.cwetras across the surface of the earth. BRut sueh a major extension
of national space would not only deprive mankind of a broad space zeone vitally
necessary to all but 2lso centradict the prirveiple sliveady sdepted “hat

outer space cannct be subject to national appropriation. This does not mean,
of course, that we should not study carefully other arguments such as ilose
wut forverd this worning ir the Comalttee Ly our zollessue from BEcuador.

T turn now to remote sensing. The Italian delegation hopes that the
troad application of these new technologies will continue to be encouraged,

especlally for the benefit of developing countries. We should be mindful of
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the fact that the application of a restrictive policy in the area of the
dissemination of data might reduce considerably the benefits derived from
remote sensing activities,

In this respect I should like to stress that both remote sensing of
the earth from space and direct television broadcasting from satellites,
especially in the educational field, are promising, peaceful means for raising
the standards of living - both material and cultural -~ of all peoples.
For that reason my delegation notes with satisfaction that the report before
us contains several paragraphs dedicated to the future tasks of the Outer Space
Committee to assess all the implications of such new techniques and to promote
their use. To those paragraphs my delegation wishes to add a philosophical
consideration, namely, that in future debates on complex issues, in particilar
those related to both remote sensing and proadcasting, the Outer Space Committee
and its subsidiary bodies should ftry to minimize the difficulties created by
centuries-old international rules that were shaped for our planet and not for
what lies beyond it. And they can do so by pursuing with renewed dedication
a definition of new international principles of conduct consistent with the
ones embodied in the basic Convention of 1967, which would achieve benefits for all.

Concerning this year's omnibus draft resolution, which originates
directly from recommendations and proposals elaborated by the Cuter Space
Committee and its subsidiary bodies, my delegation, as an active partner in
the work of those bodies and as a co-sponsor of that draft resolution,
hopes that it will be adopted by the Committee, I think that the draft
resolution on the whole reflects rather well what I shall call "the sense of
this Committee" and that the differences of opinion existing on some of the
points are not so strong as to prevent the unanimous support of the members.

T should like at this point to offer a few remarks on remote sensing
techniques, which, as has been amply confirmed, seer 1o be most promising
in a wide range of practical applications.

In Ttaly, the ground recelving station at Fucino, near Rome, has already
been fully operating for over a year. This station makes possible the reception
and elaboration of data gathered from the earth's surface by NASA TLANDSAT

satellites. Through its utilizatlon we have had confirmation, inter alia,
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of the importance of remote sensing technigues. The results were positive

in tersg of thelr practical apvlications also in the light of the esve’ence
drawn from the two United Wations international training courses held in

Rome during the last 12 months, with the contribution of the Government of
Ttaly. for the beneflt of developling countries. The Fucino ground station

is entirely Italian - planned, equipped and designed by Telespazio -

and hes & modern computer for the el aboration of data which

might be supplied to users in the form of images or on digital magnetic

tapes, This ground station has brilliantly passed 1ts gqualifyling tests and now
constitutes the focal point of a regional system already in operation.

In order to give further impetus to the dissemination of data furnished
by the Fucino station, an agreement was recently concluded between Telespazio
and the Iuropean Space Agency. We in Italy hope that all the countriss of
the region and others as well will be able to make fuller use of these
facilities in order to make available the data received from the LLNDSAT
satellites under the best possible conditions of guality, practical applications
and timeliness, while respecting, of course, currently accepted laws.

The LANDSAT data cannot be applied by themselves but must be iantegrated
with other data and with the full range of interdisciplinary skills which
imply, as well, the co-operation of technical experts. The data furnished
by the Fucino station, at the moment in which they reach the hands of the
user, become in Tact of practical use only when combined with other data
traced on the ground or, for example, through aeroplane surveys.

For vur parlt we are ready to offer the experience that we have Teen
acquiring in this field to vhoever may ask us for information. We are also
open to proposals for joint studies and to joint participation in all of
those cases that might reguire lanovative developments, whether regulatory
or organizational, for all parties,

We were gratified to contribule to the actualization of the two
international training courses in remote sensing techniques that took place
in Rome at the Food and Agriculture Organization headquarters under the
auspices of the United Nations for the training of experts from developing

countries.
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In both cases the participants were able to visit the Telespazio
installations at Fucino and to engage in practical on-site field work
under the supervision of Ttalian experts.

The first course, held in the fall of 1976, was reserved for
experts from member ccuntries of the Economic Commissicn for Africa, and
we Teel that the contribution represented by this course will surely aid
in the solution of the complex problems of that continent. In any casge,

I can assure this Committee that the skills originally acquired in Italy
in the field of remote sensing may be put to use in combination with current
technologies whenever a request is made.

The second course, held in the spring of 1977, was regerved for
high-ranking experts from developing countries of various regions for the
purpose of applying the techniques of remote sensing and allowed for further
confirmation, on the cne hand, of the developments iln the applications
of thege technigues and, on the other, of progress in the organization,
efficiency and interests of the initiative.

Held in Rome, as was the first course, this one dealt with the
application of remote sensing to surveys of widespread interest and
high priority, such as prediction of harvest ylelds, topographical issues,
agricultural census and so forth.

The report of the United Naticns Secretariat contained in document
A/AC.105/198 includes extremely favourable evaluations which should
encourage follow-ups to this initlative,

Tt should be noted that in this second course the contribution of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
was added to that of the Italian Government, the Food and Agriculture
Organization and the United Nations. This represents a broadening of interests

which we hope Will become ever more widespread.
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My Government is more than willing to consider how best to contribute at
this time to the third couruse envisaged for 1978, and it intends thereby to show
the greatest sensitivity to the fact that during the second ccurse the number of
cendidates from developing countries far surrassed the, resources avallable, both
finenciel and structural, for their sponsorship by FAO.

References apypearing in the report before us, ard in varipus documents issued
by the Secretariat - in particular, document A/AC.105/154/Add.2 - are a constructive
contribution a2t this stage of refinement of the initiative and a contribution of
major importance, if we bear in mind the prospects, inter alia, for diversification
and specialization of future satellites which will be used for land suryveys, from
meteorology to agricultural resources, and from oceancgraphy to geodesy.

We are also pleased to note that the omnibus draft resclution endorses the
recommendation to strengthen, again within available resources, the role of the
two remote-sensing centres in Rome and in New York and in that connexion
acknovledges the value of the role played jointly by my Government, FAC and UNESCO
for the holding in Rome of =he United Nations internaticnal training courses I
mentioned a moment ago.

The concept of establishing permanent international centres for remote-
sensing from satellites conftinues to be supperted by my Government and we are
most appreciative of the iInterest and support shown by so many delegations towards
that end.

Before concluding, I should like to inform the Committee briefly on the
latest developments in the Tield of Italian srace activities. I refer in
particular to the recent launching of the first Italian experimental communications

N — rre

satellite, ¢#lled 5IRIO. Scie iitersirve togetler with “ranileticrs. ras Teen
circulated by the staff of my Mission. It should not be taken to be some sort of
advertising operation; its purrose i3 io meke «lear st vace vwhet tle - TKIO
operatior iweans,

The SIRIO seatellite wes succes:sTilly leunched frein Cepe Kennedy on
P5 fugust 177 ty a NASA Thor Delta vehicle and injected into the geostationary

orbit by an Italisn-mede solid propellant apogee boost motor,
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The SIRTO programme is syponsored by the Ttalian Government Research Agency,

(ongsiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (CNR), acting as contractual authority for

three joint partnerships: one with NASA, which provided the launching vehicle

and all services connected with it, one with the Consorzic Industrie Aereospaziali,

which provided the spacecraft, and one with the Italian company Telespazio vhich
provided the ground support and groung-receiving stations, complete with
facilities for menitoring and control. Tn that connexion I should like to thank
NLDA again for the assistance it provided and for its netinted willinggness and
spirit of co-oreration in this experiment, es ir vveious superimerts throughout
the yesl,

The SIRIO programme is entirely Ttalian. TIts principal on-board experiment
is designed for the study of the propagation characteristics of radic waves
transmitted at super high frequences during adverse weather conditions, including
rain, snovw and fog. From its on-station position SIRIO transmits, on an
exwerimental basis, voice, data and ftelevision signals in, the super high-
re¢rercey range for resional end intercontiventeld links,

In addition to experimenting with various types of technical transmissions
and communications tests via satellite, the SIRIO prograume will allow us, to
expand our technical knowledge and extertis= in advanced space technelogy. In
rarticular the practical adaptaticn of super high-frequency bands to
telecomnunications systems via satellite seems most appropriate at this tinme,
since we anticipate having to make use of it in the near future in view of the
practiceble saturation of the L and 6 gigaherz bands nov in use. This might be
one of the responses to make on the question of equatorial orbits.

In that way it will be possible to ensure & appropriate future development
of satellite communications, which are one of the most Lrouising means for
economic and social development, especially for developing countries. 1 thaot
reulization, Itelian industry has demonstrated its capacity to confront a whole
range of technical problems involved In advanced space lec:nology - specifically,
in this case, in the satellite communications field; it may be recalled that the
Ccenscrzic Industrie Aerecsypaziali inecludes all the major Ttalian industries in

that fTield.
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The SIRIO satellite is now operating perfectly in orbit. GQualification
tests were satisfactorily completed and television, voice, and data links hawve
been successfully attempted by SIRIO with very encouraging results.

On the basis of those conclusicons, we may confirm our full willirgness, in this
field of television, volce and data teleconmunications
proposals for Jjoint participation and collaboration which would permit at an
early date the most widespread use of these systems for the benefit of all
countries. These systems consist of the segment in orbit, that is, the sacellite,
end the segments on the ground, that iz, the whole range of receiving-statious,
from telephone networks to installations for the reception and transmission of
data as well as for their elaboration. That is because we view satellite
communications as an integrated and harmonious ccmplex of activities, as in the
case of satellites for neitiral resources, which would allow for the fullest use
of the possibilities orened. up by these technological advances.

T should like to conclude this genersl statement by recalling that this year
marks the tenth anniversary of the 1967 Treaty or Outer Space, one of the main
auccesges - if not the mwain sucecess - 5o Tar achieved by ihe Comurdbtee, The
Tresty: in fact represewis the bHarns Carta of space law,

The Ouler Space Tresty's empiesis on ivteriationa’ co-operation in
space-related programnes as the fundamental objective of the community of nations
remains as bright a beacon for the future as it has been for the past ten years.
Tts establishment of e rég me characterized by cpenness and non-appropriation,
the guarantee of freedom for every nation to explore and use space without
discrimination, the requirement that scientific infcrmation be exchanged freely
and continuously and the expressed goal that space activities be carried on for
the benefit of all mankind rather than for selfish purposes represent an
encouragement for the future as well as an achievement of the past.

As T said in differen: words vhen the final text was sgreed upon, we zhould all
wish to see, not too late, those same principles brought down to earth and adapted

to the life of mankind inside our own common and unique spaceship.

The meeting rose at 1.3%0 p.m.






