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HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS RELATING TO TEE
QUESTION OF PERMANENT SOVEREIGNTY OF PEOPLES AND
NATIONS OVER THEIR NATURAL WEALTH AND RESOURCES

(Note by the Secretary-General)

I. DISCUSSIONS RELATING TO ARTICLE 1 OF THE DRAFT INTERNATIONAL CGOVENANTS ON
HUMAN RIGHTS

A, Proposal submitted by the Commission on Human Rights

1. The question of permanent soverelgnty over natural wealth and resources, as
one of the constituents of the right of peoples and nations to self-determination,
was first raised at the eighth session (April-June 1952) of the Commlssion on Human
Rights, in connexion with its work on the preparation of draft international
covenants on human rights. By resolution 545 (VI) of 5 February 1952, the General
Assembly decided to include in the draft covenants an article, consisting of two
provisions, on the right of all peoples and nations to self-determination. On the
proposal of Chile, the Commission on Human Rights decided by a vote of 10 to 6
that, in addition to the two provisions drafted by the General Assembly, this
article should alsc include a third paragraph which read as follows:l
"3, The right of the peoples to self-determination shall also include
permanent sovereignty over their natural wealth and resources., In no case
may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence on the grounds of
any rights that may be claimed by other States."
2, In its report to the Economic and Social Councill, the Commission on Human
Rights summarized the discussion preceding the adoption of this provision as
follows:g/
"5, Some members expressed the view that the right of peoples to self-
determination should not be regarded solely from the political point of view
but should also be considered from the economic aspect, since political

independence was based on economic independence, and that the right of
peoples freely to dispose of thelr own natural resources should be recognized.

;/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fourteenth Session,
Suppigment No. 4 (BE/2256-E/CN.4/669), paregraph 91, and annexes, pages Lk
and Lo,

2/ TIbld., paragraphs 45 and 46.

[
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It was scaid that thet would not mean that States weould ertitrarily denounce
agrecments, but would settle the matter of relations between nations and
foreign private undertakings, which made large provits by exploiting a
gountry's natural resources without, in mcst cases, belng arrvected ty its
legislaticn, Tie realization of the right of pcoplec to self-determination,
in a&ccordance with United Haticns principles, should eneble any State to
acquire complete control or its own naturel rescurces and shculd place that
Silate in a position to apply its raticnal legislation to wny private industry,
even if the legislation sunction~d the expropriation cr nationalization of
certain undertekings on fair coniitions,

"6, Other mempers arzucl that, in order to ccrrect past abuses of rights
granted under contractual crrangenents, it would be more aporopriate to
incorporate limitetlions in such cgreements rather than to izclude statements
in a treaty vhich might invalidate contracts and make internaticnal
co-operation impossible. It wes also argued that to include such a provision
in the covenant would mean tizt internstional agreements might be arbitrarily
revoked, and that it might disccurapge foreign investments in the under-
developed areas as well as any kind of technical accistance prograunes.
fnother view was that to attenpt to deline the relatizns betwean States
owning resources aand States or their nationals seclhit: to develwy such
resocurces was not avpropriete for inclucicn in a covenant ca hamun rights
because tney cencerned rights or States rather than rights of individuals,”

B, Discussicn of tre prorosal vy the General Asseubly
4 o

5. The General Assembly considered the drart Internctionszl Covenants on Human
Rights at its nintn session and iavited governments and specialized agencies to
comiunicate to the Sccretary-General any observeticns they may wish to make
thereon. 4As regards paragraph % of the first article cr the Ccvenants dealing
with the right of peoples and nations to self-determination, the following vievs

vere expressed:J

"20. fApgainst this text it was suggested that ‘'perranent sovereignty! was not
a tenable ccncept as any State could volunterily limit its own sovereignty at
any time. Furthermore, the proposition was considered dangerous in that it
would sanction unwarranted expropriation or confiscation o foreign property
and would subject international agreements and arrangemernts to unilateral
renunciation,

"21. OCn the other hand, it was stated that the right of self-determiration
certainly included the simple and elementary yrinciple that a nation or people
should ve raster of its cwn natural wealth or resources. The proposal, it vas
emphasized, was not intended to {righten off foreign investment ty a2 threat of
expropriation or confiscation; it was internded ratiieyr to warn against such
foreign exploitaticn as might result in depriving the local populaticn c¢f its
own means of subsistence."

s of the General Assembly, Tenth Sessicn, iAnnexes, Azenda
I), rage 15.
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b, At:the tenth gession of.the General Assembly, the Third Committee continued
its considératiér‘; of the text of article 1 of the draft-quzenan‘bs prepared by the
Buman Rights Gémmis:sion.- In its ,réport, the Committee swmarized tﬁe general
debete on paragraph 5 ds f'ollows;&.

”ML Both sentences of pavagraph 3 were criticized as béing imprecise and
dangerous in their existing wording. Some opposed the inclusion of any
provision releting to a people's right to soverelgnty over their natural
vealth and resources in an article on gelf-determination, Some sald that the
paragraph as drafted was edther superfluons, or else dangerous because it
might introduce obstacles to international co-~operation., The first sentence
vas criticized on the grounds that 'permanent sovereignty' had little meaning.
Objection was ralsed to the second sentence on the grounds that, as drafted,
its consequences might be too farw.reaching and infringe existlng international
treaties and agreements between States, It could be ilnterpreted to mean
expropriation without just compensation. It could dlscourage foreign investors
and, in particular, could harm the policy of essistance to under-developed
countries., Those who supported the parsgraph recognized that some amendment
might be called for to meet some of the objections,"

Several ‘améndx'nents to the text prepared by the Human Rights Commission‘were
proposed, and a Working Party was established to conslder the provision in the
light of the amendments proposed and of the comments and suggestions made.

C. Provision adopted by the Third Committee at the tenth session of the General
Assembly . .
5. The Working Party. submitted an émen’ded- text of article 1 of the Draft
International Covenants on Human Rights, in which the provision proposed by the
Human Righte Commission as paragraph 3 became the second paragraph and read as
follows:-s-/
"2, The peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural
wealth and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of
international economic co- operation, based upon the principle of mutual

benefit, and international law. In no case may a people be deprived of its
own means of subsistence,"

&

Official Records of the General Assembly, Tenth Session ’ Annexes, Agenda
Item 28 (Part I), .page 2k, :

5/ Ibid., page 35, paragraph 57 (2).
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It was explained thatg/

"that the group had deleted the reference to 'permanent scvereignty' and had
redrafted the paragraph to meet the cbjections which had been expressed that
it could be invoked to justiiy expropriation without nLroper compensation,
The references to international law and interrational econcmic co-operation
should allay eny fears regarding foreign investments in a country, while the
words 'tased upon the principle 2f mutnal benefit' would provide certain
safeguards,"

The text proposdd by the Working Perty for pesragraph 2 of article 1 was adopted by
the Third Cormittee by & vote of 26 to 13, with 17 abstentions,

II. PRCCEEDINGS LIADING TO THE ESTABLISHMEILT OF THE CCIZIISCICH ON PERMAMENT
SOVINIIGITY OVER NATURAL RESULCHES

A. Draft resolution submitted by the Commission on Human Rights at its tenth
sessirn (1954)

6. At its tenth session in February 1954, at vhich it completed the drafting of
the International Covenants on Human Rights, the Cormissicn on Human Rights also
considered a request by the General Assembtly to prejore recommendations relating to
steps vhich umight ve taken, within the limits of their resources and competence,

by the various organs of the Unitved [Intions znd specicliced agencies to develop
international respect ror the right of psecrles to self-determination.z/ Cn this
subject, the Human Rights Commission decided to reccmmend to the Econcmic and Socisl
Council the transmission of two draft resocluticns tc the General Acsembly for
consideration and adoption. The first of these two draft resclutions, adopted in

the Commission by 1l votes to 6, read as follcms:-?3

"The General Assembly,

"lloting that the right of peoples and nations to self-determination as
affirzed in the two drafit covenants completed by the Humen Rights Cormission
includes 'permenent sovereignty over their natursl wealth and resources',

é/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Tenth Sessicn, Annexes, Agenda
tem 25 (Part I), page 36, paracraph 05,

7/ General Aissembly resolutions 637 (VII) and 733 (VIII), transmitted to the
Commission by resolutions 472 (XV) and 510 (XVI) of the Economic and Social
Ccuncil.

8/ Cfricial Records of the Fconcmic and Sceial Council, Eighteenth Session,

Supplement lio. 7 (E/2573-E/CH.L/705), annex L4, draft resolution F I.
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"Believing it necessary to have full information at its dispossl regarding
the actual extent and character cf this vovereignty,

"Decides to establish a Commission consisting of ... t2 conduct a full
survey of the status of this basic constituent of the right tc self-
determination with recommendations, wherc necessary, ior its strengthening;

"Invites the Regional Econcmic Commission and the specialized agencies to
co~operate with the Commission in its tasx;

"Requests the Commission to report to the twentieth session ¢f the
Economic and Soeial Council;

"Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Commissicn with necessary
staff and facilities,"

7. During the discussiocn of this draft resolution in the Human Rights Commissicn,
the following views were expressed:g/

"o it was explained that the purpose was to secure necessary information
regarding the actusl extent and character of the right, The stuly could not
be entrusted to the regional econcmic commissions since the activities of such

commissions did not extend to all areas of the world., The specialized agencies
on the other hand might hesitate to undertake the task beczuse cf its political
implications, It was thereicre iluacught desiraile that a coumission be set up
by the General Assembly to uvndertalie the study with the acssistance of regional
economic ccrmissions and the specialized szencies. The tazk of the ccrmission
t0 be estavliished would not be limited howvever to gathering information. It
would make a study and appraisal of the information gathered vith z view to
making recommendations for strengthening the right of peoples to permanent
soverelignty over their natural resources. Certein rembers, however, critvicized
the proposal as premature since it was based on the covenants which had not yet
teen adopted. Moreover, the prorcsal was considered illogiczl since it
envisaged the creation of a commission tc study only the econcmic rights of
peoples, bul not their political rights. It was also pointed out that the
proposel was nct clear about the aim and method of the study to ve undertaken
by the prcposed commission.”

8. The Economic and Social Council considered the draft resolution prepared by the
Human Rights Commission at its eighteenth sessicn. Upon the recommendation of its

Social Committee,ig/ the Council decided to return the drait resolution tc the

Cormission on Human Rights together with the records of the meetings of the Council

2/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Eighteenth Session,
Supplement Ho. 7 (E/2573-E/CN.4/705), paragraph 330,

10/ E/AC.7/SR.239 to 292 and E/2638.

[oos
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and of the Sociel Committee on this question, so that the Commission might
recansider its propesal in the light of the Council's discussicn.ll

B. Reccmmendations adopted by the General Assembly et its ninth sessicn (1954)

9. Afghanistan submitted a draft resolutionig/ which proposed, inter elia, that
the General /ssembly should request the Commission cn Human Rights "to prepare
recommendations cencerning international respect for the right of pecples end
naticng to sell-determination with a view to thelr adopticn at the next session of
the Genersl rssembly”. The representative of Afghanistan accepted an emendment,lé/
subitted jointly by sixteen delegations, which called for the addition of the
werds "including reccmmendations concerning their permanént sovereignty over their
nztural wealth and resources" after the word "self-determination', and the Third
Conmittee adepted an eamendment by Indla calling for the replacement of the word
"prepare" by the words "complete its”., Another amendmenték/ sutmitted oy Brazil,
Peru and the United States proposed the insertion in the draft resclvticn, after
the word "reccrrendations', of the words "having due regard to obligeticns under
international asgreements, the principles of international law and the importance of
enccuraging intvernationgl co-operation in the economic development of under-
develcped countries', This amendment was divided into two parts for the purpose

of voting; the words "obligations under international agreements, the principles

of irnternational law and" were rejected by 21 votes to 17, with 14 abstentions;

the remaining portion of the amendment was adopted by 23 votes to 11, with

13 abstentions, The revised Afghanisten draft resolution as a whele, as emended,
was adopted by the Third Commitiee by 37 votes to 1lbk, with 1 abstention.éi/

10. ZDuring the discussionlo scme delegetions stressed the importance which they
attached to the economic aspect of the right of peoples and nations to self-

determination, asserting that it must include permanent sovereignity over natural

11/ Economic and Social Council resolution 545 G (XVIII); Official Records of the
Econcmic arnd Sceial Ccuncil, 820th meeting, peragrephs G and 10,

12 Cfficial Records of the General hAssembly, ninth session, Annexes, agends
item 12, A4/2329, paragraph 52.

13/ Trvid., paragrarh 53.
1L/ TIrid., paragreph 56.

&

Itid.,, paragraphs 59 to 62,

Tcid., paragrarhs 5k to 57; Official Records of the General Assembly, ninth
session, 512th plenary meeting, taragrarhs 117-151. /

I
\
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vealth and resources.
there could te no limitation to the principle of self-determinaticn and that it
yet atteined statehocd,

might, in the case of a nation which has not sanction

obligaticns depriving it of its own means of subsistence and undertexer cn its

The three-power amendment was criticized on the grcunds that

behall by ancther Power,

self-deterninaticon wa

naticns but nctv a 1

Cn the other harnd,

a politicel principle

ezel right vested in individuals, znd that =

scre representatives argued trat

w

aprlicatle to whecle peczle

had Tteen vrecaturely intreduced into the Afchan procosel when 1t was stated thet
trhe Ceormission should include recorrendations concerning rercmanent sovereignty
atural wealth and resources,

2ly considered

1i. The draft rescliuticn reccmmended by the Teird Commiitee was brie
ty the General issexbly st its 512th plenary meeting on il December 1254, +slter
accepting an arendmert sutxzitted by Brazil, Peru and the United States tc insert,
after the werds "with due regard to", the werds 'the righ s and duties of States
under internaticnal law ani', the General Assemtly edcpt ediz/ Ty L1 to 11,
with 3 abstenticrna, rescluvien 237 (IX) which read as fcllows:

"Reccrzendaticns cencerning 4nterna ic:al respect Tor the right of

pecrles «nd naticns tc self-determinzilo:

"The General Assemtly,

"Recslling its resoluticans €37 (VII), €43 (VII) end 738 (VIII),

"Moting the reccmmendaticns of the Ceoxmissicn cn Human Rigkts to the

_ Ar— .
meoncmdice and Social Ccuncil,

"Noting, further, resolution 545 G (XVIII) zdopted by the Econcrmic and
Sccial Ccuncil,

"Considering that the rreparation of recommendetions cn measurss for
rromoving The right of self-deterzination is a metter of irmedizte cencern,

"1, FHeguests the Cermission on Fuman Rights to ccomplete its
recormmendzticns cconeerning internaticonzl respect for the right of pecrles znd
nations tc self-determination, including reccrmendaticons concerning thelir
Lermenent scversignty over thelr natural wezlth and rescurces, having due
regard tc the rignts and duties of States under irnterraiicnal law and ic the
imgertance of encouraging internmaticnel co-cperation in the econcmic
develcprent of under-develcped countries, in order ikat the General rfssextly
ra2y give those reccrmerdaticns full and dus considerstion et its next reguiar
s2ssion;

17 Cfficial Feccrds of the Gensrasl Asszazbly, ninth sessin,512th plenary meeting,

reragraps 15%2, .
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"2, Requests the Economic and Sccial Council to transmlt these
reccmmendations to the General Assembly for consideraticn at its next
regular session.”
At 1ts elghteenth resumed session, the Economic and Social Council formally
transmitted resolution 837 (IX) of the General Assembly to the Commissicn on Human
Rights.

C. Further consideration by the Commissicn on Human Rights at its eleventh
secsion (155)

12, The item "reccmmendations concerning international respect for the right of
peoples and naticns to self-determination” was ccnsidered by the Ccmmissicn on
urnen Rights et its eleventh session in 2pril 1955. At its 505th meeting the
Cormission adopted by 11 votes to 6, with 1 abstention, a joint draft resoclution

subritted by Egypt, Greece, Indie, Lebanon, Fakistan and the Philippines which
\:1'
read:iﬁ/

"The Cermission on Human Rights,

"Javing received Economic and Sccilal Council resolution 545 G (XVIII),

"Havirg considered General Assembly resolution 837 (IX) which requests
the Commission to complete its reccmmendations concerning international
respect for the right of peoples and nations to self-determination,

"Believing that thke consideration and adoption of measures for promoting
the right of self-determinetion are matters of immediate concern,

"Reaffirms the recommendations contained in resolutions F Iig/ and II
adopted ty the Commission at its tenth session;

"Recommends that in the conduct of the full survey of the status of
perzanent sovereignty of peoples and nations over theilr natursl wealth and
resources due regard shall be paid to the rights and duties of States under
internaticnal law and to the importance of encouraging internationsl
co-operation in the economic development of under-developed countries;

"Requests the Economic and Social Council, pursuant to General Assembly
resoluticn 557 (IX), to transmit these recommendations to the General Assembly
for ccnsideration at its next regular session."

18/ 0©fficial Records of the Zconcmic and Social Council, twentieth session,
Supplement No, 6 (E/2731 and Corr.l1-E/CN.4/719 and Corr.l), parzgrapn 122,

}2/ For text of this resolution, see paragraph 6 above.

[oo
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In the course of the discussion of this draft resclution, the fcliowing views

expressed:gg/

"With regard to the estaclis sient of the survey ccrmission, the majority
wvere of the opinion that a full survey of the status of permanent scvereignty
over natural wealth and rescurces would te a mcst constructive step towaris
the goal of self-deterrination, The draft resclution, it was mainteined, was
directel ageinct explcitaticon end exprerriaticon alike, It was an attempt to

allay gll ncnest epprehencicns ernd deurvts, On the cie hand, it was suid,
under nc :ircurstances shuuld e reople ve deprived cf its cwn means cof
subsistence through the explcitaticn of ferelgn investers; on the other herd,

rereign investments should nct be exprepriated without just spd fair
compensation and only if warranted by public necessity. It was generally
recognized that there should te collaberaticn between thcse who were in
rossession cf surplus capitel end modern techniques and these wac were
under-developed and nen-sell-geveruing, It was for this reasen that the
Cormissicn recommended that the survey commissicn should pay due regaexd "teo
the rights and duties of States under internstional law end tc the importance
¢f encruraging internat 1onal cc-oreration in the econormic development ¢f
under-developed countries" At the same time it was said that under rnc
circurmstances sheuld this econcmic cclieteration e used fer political
purpcses C‘ ers steted thet the Gseneral Assembly had directed tte Commissicn
1.1 due regard to the factors qucted stove tefore decidi:igz c¢n any

"It was further suggested that, on the basis cf a full survey, the
Urited MNaticns might draw up a2 scecisl end econcmic programme witi a view to
assisting in the develorment of Non-Self-Governing and under-develc

cuntries or Territeriles. Such & planned programme, under the ausci
ne United Nations, wculd be the bvest and most effective Fform of int
o-cperaticn for a full realizaticn of the right of self-deterzina

'3

"Juestions were raised as to how certain groups cculd exercise pe
sovereignty over their natural wealth and resources when thEJ were nct yet
ndependent, and how that scvereignty could te percsnent, It was i
sovereignty was not inalienable as was shcewn in the cese cf velunt
o

cf territcry which might be considered a@s partial renunciatvicns

govereignty., Cn the cther hernd, it wes vointed out that suck an standonment
cf sovereignty under political pressure had no significancs, It was tacusght,
moreover, that tefore the perzanent right to ratural weslth cculd exist there
zust be some form of independence cr sovereignty; and that nc vcluntary
cessions ci terrltory cculd te likened to a conguest cr to the ccnsequince of
ar inpcosed tresty.”

Off cial Records of the Eccncmic and Sceial Council, twentieth sessicnh,
ement NO. C, raragrapns 129 to 131,
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D, Discussions by the Economic ‘and Social Council ot its twentieth session §1955)

1k, The Economic and Social Council decided to transmit the draft resolution
which ves proposed by the Commission on Human Rights at. its tenth seseiongi end
revised In accordance with the recommendetion adopted at its eleventh session

to.the General Assembly for its consideratiofy2 The Council summarized the views
e . . . . - . 21" . e

of its members on this question as follows:-

"The establlshment of s comnission to conduct a full survey of the status
of permanent sovereignty of peoples and nations over their natural wealth and
resources would, 1t was argued, tend to neutralize the beneficial effects of
General Assembly resolution 82& (IX) the. purpose of which was to encourage
the internstionsl flow of private cepltal. Furthermore, it was argued that

. the principle of self-determination had nothing whatever to do with control
over nstural resources, which was an essential attribute of soverelgnty.
Onee that was accepted, it should not prove difficult to solve questlons of
limitations, under international law or otherwise, to which the exercise of
that attribute of soverelghty might be subjected. On the other hend, the
view was expressed that permanent soverelgnty of peoples and nations over
their natural wealth and resources was of the utmost.importence to under-
developed countries. The survey was not directed against foreign investment,
since the proposed commission would be instructed to pay due regard '‘to the
.rights and duties of States under lnternationsl law and to the importance of
encouraging international: co-operetion in the economic development of .
vunder~developed countriest ".. . C .

E, Resolution edopted by the Generel Assembly et ite thirteenth session (1958)

15. After having been twice postponed, the 1tem "recommendations concerning
international respect for the right of peoples and netions to eelf determination
ineluding the draft resolution proposed by the CommiESion on Humen Rights wes
considered by the General Aseembly at its twelfth eeesion in 1957.2 Th view of the
short time ellotted Tor the consideration of the item 1ts further.consideretion
wes deferred to the thirteenth session.gé/ ' o A ‘

Set pafegraph 6 dhove. . v Tt
See paragraph 12 above.

Economic and Sociel Council resolution 586 D (XX). i men
Official Records of the General Assembly, tenth sessioﬁ ”Sdﬁpiemeﬂt'No. 3
(A/29L3), paragraph 6L42. \ i ‘

B EBRE

Genersl Assembly resolution 1188 (XII); Official- Records of the General
Assembly, twelfth session, Annexes, egenda item 32, A/3775.

[ees
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16. At the thirteenth session of the General Assembly, the Third Committee
adopted by 52 votes to 15, with I ebstentions, the draft resolution proposed by
the Commission on Human Rights, leaving 1t to the General Agsembly to determine

in plenary meeting how many members the commission proposed in the draft
resolution should have, whether it should consist of government representatives or
of persons sérving in thelr individual capaclty, the mode of their appointment, as
well ag the session of the Feonomic¢ and Social Council to which the Commission

should | report ,?-6—/ 1

17 During the discussions preceding the adoption of the resclution by the

Third Committee, some representatives fltg-z/

"that the terms of reference of the contemplated organ were both incorrectly
worded and very vegue. They polnted out that the preamble of that

resolution referred to the ‘'permanent sovereignty of pecples and nations
over thelr natural wvealth and regources', a clause which appeared in

article 1 (3) of the Covenants as drafted by the Commission on Human Rights
end which had since been replaced by article 1 (2) as revised by the

Third Committee,., 28/

"To some representatives, it seemed illogical to use the word
'soverelgnty' in reference to peoples which were not yet soverelgn States.
In their view, the emphasis thus placed on 'sovereignty' in the economic
field might be regarded as a potential threat to forelgn investments, and
ultimately prevent the expaneion of international co-operation for the
economic development of less developed areas,

"The majority of representatives, on the other hand, considered that
the first draft resolution would promote an essential element of the right
of self-determination, as no people could be deemed independent if it were
subjected to foreign economic domination. They pointed out that adequate
safeguards were provided for foreign investments ;, since the proposal stressed
thet 'due regard shell be pald to the rights and duties of States under
international lay and to the importance of encouraging international
co-operation in the économic development of under-developed countries, !

The resolution, thus worded, contained guarantees against both exploitation
end expropriation, Provided the necessary agreements were carried out in
good faith, international co-operation in the economic field could be
strengthened to. the mutual benefit of all countries concerned."

26/ A/4019, paregraph 27, ‘
27/ Ibid., paragraphs 17+20,
28/ See paragraph 5 above,

/o
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18. At its 733th plenary meeting, the General Assembly decided, on the proposal
of the President, that the Commission on Permenent Soverelignty over Natural
Resources shall consist of nine government representatives to be chosen by the
President of the General Assembly on the basis of geographical distribution and
that the Commission should report to the 29th session of the Economic and Sccial
Council. The Assembly then adopted by 52 votes *o 15, with 8 abstentions, the

’J

draft resolution thus amended to read as followg::9

“'™e Genercl Assembly,

dotluu that the right of peoples and nations to self-determination as

affi rmel in the 10 drait Covenants completid by the Commission on Human
Rights incindes ‘permanent soverelgnty over their natural wealth and
rescurces’',

"Believing it necessary to have full information at its disposal regarding

the actual extent and character of this sovereignty,

"1, Decides to establish a Commission consisting of Afghanistan, Chile,
Guatemala, the hetherlands, the Philippines, Sweden, the Union of Soviet

Socialist Republics, the United Arab Republic and the United f%tates of America
to conduct a full survey of the status of this basic constituent of the right

to self-determination, with recommendations, where necessary, for its

strengthening, and further decides that, in the conduct of the full survey of

the status of the _erranent sovereignty of peoples and nations over their
natural wealth and resources, due regard shall be paid to the rights and

duties of States under international law and to the importance of encouraging

international co-operation in the economic development of under-developed
countries;

"2, Invites the regional economic commissions and the specialized
agencies to co~operate with the Commission in its task;

"o

at its twenty-ninth session;

"4, Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Commission with the
necessary staff and facilities."

29/ General Assembly resolution 1314 (XIII).

3. Requests the Cormission to report to the Economic and Social Council





