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HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS RELATING TO THE
QUESTION OF PERMANENT SOVEREIGNTY OF PEOPLES AND

NATIONS OVER THEIR NATURAL WEALTH AND RESOURCES

(Note by the Secretary~General)

I. DISCUSSIONS RELATING TO ARTICLE 1 OF TBE DRAFT INTERNATIONAL COVENANTS ON
HUMAN RIGHTS

A. Proposal submitted by th~~~~ion on H~~~an Rights

1. The question of permanent sovereignty over natural wealth and resources, as

one of the constituents of the ~ight of peoples and nations to self~determination}

was first raised at the eighth session (April~June 1952) of the Commission on Human

Rights, in connexion with its work on the preparation of draft international

covenants on human rights. By resolution 545 (VI) of 5 February 1952, the General

Assembly decided to include in the draft covenants an article, consisting of two

provisions, on the right of all peoples and nations to self-determination. On the

proposal of Chile, the Commission on Human Rights decided by a vote of 10 to 6
that, in addition to the two provisions drafted by the General Assembly} this

article should also include a third paragraph which read as fOllOWS:!!

"3. The right of the peoples to self~detei'minetionshall also include
permanent sovereignty over their natural weal'th and resources. In no case
may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence on the grounds of
any rights that may be claimed by other States. tI

2. In its report to the Economic and Social Council} the Commission on Human

Rights summarized the discussion preceding the adoption of this provision as

follows:gl

"45. Some members expressed the view that the right of peoples to self~
determination should not be regarded solely from the political point of View
but should also be considered from the economic aspect, since political
independence was based on economic independence} and that the right of
peoples freely to dispose of their own natural resources should be recognized.

g/

Official Records of the Economic and Social Council} Fourteenth Session)
Supplement No. 4 (E/2256~E/cN.4/669), paragraph 9l} and annexes, pages 44
and 46.
Ibid., paragraphs 45 and 46.
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It was caid that that '1,ould not me':ln that states would arei trarily denounce
agre(;.ments} but would settle tht3 l1:attGr of rel:3.tions beti-n.en nations and
foreign private undertakinGs} "'hiol1 made 1arc:e pro;.'its by exploitinG Et

country 1s natural resources "ithotJ.t} in most caGes} beinG affected ty its
legislation. 'Ihe realization of 'Ch~ rie;ht of people::::: to self-determination,
in accordance "'i th United ~\o.tions principles, should cnabJ e any state to
acquire co::npltlte control or' its 0\-::1 n3t1.:::-al resources and should place th3.t
State in a position to ap91y it3 ~~tio:~~l legislation to bny ~rivate industry}
eve'l if the legislation s:J.l1etiotl'<.l the expropriation or nationalization of
certain undertakings on fair conllttons.

l1i~6. Other memoers arCUe:l t~lat} i~1 order to correct past ab'.tses of rights
granted under contractual nrrangclht::rit~1, it \'iOll1d be !llOre ap.'.)l'oprio.te to
incorporate limitations in su~h ocreements r~ther tha~ to i~clude statements
in a treaty "'hieh miGht invCilida te ccntrs.r.:ts and make intE:r~1ati()nal

co-oper:'ltiO!l impossible. It '.. 2'J also art3Ued that to incl'.'.Je SU0.l1 a provi sion
in the covenant \"ould mean t·i8.t international agree:::el1ts :,,:i.Ght be arbitrarily
revoked} and that it miGht disc:;'.l.rage foreign inveshlCnts in the under
developed arens as Hell as ur:~{ k5.nd of technical aGsis tance progral,1f.les •
j~nother vie\·, \·;as that to atter.,pt to de~ine t!l'~ relo.ti :;ns bE:tv,een States
o~ninG rEsources a~1 st~te& or their nationals Gec~i~~ to devel0~ such
resourcEs i·'as net D.:pp"0:t;riElt.::: fa::.' inc.bsicn in !.l c:)vellant Cl rlCl!u...n rights
beccl1.l.se they con.::erned ritShts Ol.' States rather than riGhts of individuals. 11

B. Discussic.:n c:f t:e pro]osal 1:;/ th.e General J\sseki:01..y

3. The Gee.eral Assetnbly consic..ered the draft Internctior.31 CCVeno.'its on HI.L'Tlan

Rights at its nintn session and invited Governments and specialized aGencies to

cor:-.::.unicate to the Secretary-General any observations thl;;] r:.ay ili sh to :,.:ake

thereon. As regards paragraph 3 of the first article CL the Ccvenants dealing

ivi th the right of peoples and nations to self-deterJ:;ination, the foll':i'l;ing viei·rs

",ere expressed: 21
"20. AGainst this text it i·/aS s'...leGested that Iperl:'lanent sov,=reignty' ilas not
a tenable concept as any state could voluntarily lir:iitits ':'",,11 sQvereiGnty at
any ti~e. F~rthermore, the proposition was considered dangerous in that it
'1,ould sanction unwarranted expropriation or confiscation o~ forei~~ property
an':l '\olould subject international agreements and arranBemer.ts to unilateral
renunciation.

"21. On the other hand, it ",as stated that the riGht of self-determir~ation

certainly included the simple and elementary ~rinciple that a n3tion or people
should be c:.o.s'Cer of its OYll1 natural wealth or resources. ':(he ~ropJsal, it "ras
emphasized, Has not intended to i'ri~hten ofr' foreign invest~ent by a threat of
exproprie.tion Gr confiscation; it was intended rati:''l' to i·mrn against S'...lch
foreign exploitation as might result in depriving the local population ef its
mm r:.eans of subsistence."

2/ Official Record.s of the General As se~:lbly, Tc:nth s·:; s sion) Annexes, ;,genda
Item 20 (Fart II), ~aGe 15.

/ .. ,
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4. .At ~the .t'enth session of: the General Assembly} the Third Commi ttee con~inued
. '

its consider~tion of t~e text of article 1 of the draft ,Covenants prepared by the

Human Rights COllllllission .. In its.report) ~be Committee summarized the general

debate on par~grapb 3 as f611mvs:~! " '

"4L~. B~th sentences of paragraph .3 iV'ere. cri ti cized as being imprecise and
dangerou:p·.in their existing wording. Some opposed the inclusion of any
provision relating to a people 's dght to sovereignty over' 'liheir natural
wealth and resources in an article on self-determination. Some said that the
paragraph as drafted was either superfluo;l.S) or else dangerous because it
might introduce obstac~es to international co-operation. The first sentence
was criticized on the grounds that 'pel'manent sovereignty I had 11ttle meaning.
Objection Has raised to the second sentel1.ceon tbe grou.nds that, as drafted,
its conse~uences might be too far-reaching and infringe eXisting international
treaties and agreements between States. It could be ihterpreted to mean
expropriation without just compensation. It could discourage foreign investors
and) in particular) could harm the policy of assistance to under~developed

countries. Tbose who supported the pars graph recognized that some amendment
might be called for to meet 80me of the objections. 11

.
Several ,amenruments to the text prepared by the Human'Rights Commission were

proposed, and a Working Party was established to consider the provision in the

light of the amendments proposed and of the comments and suggestions ,made.

C. Provision adopted by the Third co~itte€ at the tenth sessiol1 of the General
Assembly

5. The Working Party submitted an amended' text of article 1 of the Draft

International Covenants on Human Rights, in Which'the provision proposed by the

Human Rights Commission as paragraph .3 became the second paragraph and read as
follows :.2./

112. The peoples may) for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural
wealth and ~esources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of
international economic co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual
benefit) and international law. In no case may a people be deprived of its
own means of subsistence.1!

11 Official Reoords of the General Assembly)
Item 28 (Part r), ,page ;4.

2J ~., page 35) paragraph 57 (2).

Tenth Session, Ann~xes) Agenda
, , (

",t
p,:)"
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It was explained that§!

"that the group had deleted the refe:rence to 'perm'lnent sovereignty' and had
redrafted the paragraph to meet the objections "hicb had been expressed that
it could be involt~d to justify expropriation without ~roper compensation.
The references to internatio~lal la,., and interration~1.1 econolJlic co-operation
should allay any fears reGarding forei~n investments in a co~~try, while the
vlords 'based upon the flrincigle 81' mutHal benefit I Vlould provide certain
safeguards."

The text proposed by the Wo~ki~G Party for paragraph 2 of article 1 was adopted by

the Third COri.mi ttee by a ..... ote of 26 to 13, '-lit:l 17 abstentions.

lIe PROCEEDIrlGS E.L.DIl'rG TO 'l'l{S E::;Tf.BTJISHI·iEIlT OF Tl.TE CCWnSGICH ON PERMAUENT
SOy ~r:=IGtl'IY OVER NP.':1..!RAL R?:S-:n\c:~s

A. j)raft resolut:i.on submitted by: the Commission on II'Jman Rights at its tenth
sess"i";\n cm-!-)

6. At its tenth se::;;:;ion in Febr~ary 195!~} at "hich it cOElpleted th~ drafting of

the International Covenants on HU.'11u~1 Rights, the Cor-;mission on H:.lman Rights also

considered a request by the General Assemtly to pre~are recorrL~endations relating to

steps ,-,hich EiGht be taken, vii thin the limits of tLe:'r resources and cOlnpetence,

by the vario~s organs of the United !htions and speciGli:ed agencies to develop

international resp8ct for the right of peoples to self-dete~ination.ll On this

subject) the H~an Rights CO~Eission decided to rcccmffiend to the Economic and Social

C01Ancil the transmission of two draft resolutions to the General Assembly for

consiQeration and adoption. TIle first of these two draft r~solutions) adopted in

the Co~ission by 11 votes to 6, read as fOllows:~1

liThe General ASSEmbly,

t1Ir::tir.;::; that the right of peoples and nations to self-determination as
affir~ed i~! the two draft covenants completed by the Human Rights Co~nission
includes 'permanent sovereignty o\"er their natural wealth and resources',

71

§.I

Official Records of the General Assembly, Tenth Session, Annexes, Agenda
Item 26 (part I), page 36, paracraph G5.
General ;,sser;:bly resolutions 637 (VII) and 73-3 (VIII), transmitted to the
Cocrr~ssion by resolutions 472 (XV) and 510 (XVI) of the Economic and Social
Ccu.'1cil.

Cfficial Re:ords of' the Econcmic and Social Council, Eighteenth Session,
Supplement iIo. 7 (E/2573-E/CN.4/705), annex 4, draft resolution F I.

I· ..
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"Believing it necessary to have full information at its disposal regarding
the actual extent and character ef this Govereignty,

"Decides to establish a Corr.r::ission consistine:; of •.• to cond'.tct a full
survey of the status of this basic constituent of the right to self
determination with recommenlations, v,her<.: necessary J ior i te, strengthening;

llInvites the Regional E~on~n~c Commission and the specia~ized ag€ncief to
co-operate v,i th the Corr:.rnission in its t'J.si.;

"Requests the COllX!is~ion to report to the tHentieth session e;f the
Economic and SQcial Council;

"Requests the Secretar;I-General to provide the Cc'r.;;:issicn with necessary
staff and facilities."

7. During the discussion of this draft resolution in the Hur.E.n Riehts Ccmmissicn,

the following views were expressed:21

" .•• it "laS explair,ed that tl:e purpose WE. S to secure necessary informati')n
regarding t!1e actu':,l e:-:tent and churact'21' of tl:te ri£:.t. r.Ihf: ::.t1:.iy CQuld not
be entruste1 to the regional economic c~~issions sin~e the ac~ivlties of such
commissi,:n:s did not extend to all areas of the i~orld. The s:i!edslized agencies
on the other hand might hesitate to undertak~ :,1.e task bec:::.use ef its political
implicaticns. It i·,as therefore tllcught desir8:..1e that a c::....':'\ission be set ',tp
by the General P.ssembl;;r to 1)l°;derta::e the study" Hi th the as.:iistance of reGional
economic commissions and the speciulized aGencies. The tC3i~ of the cc~~ission

to be established io,ould not be limited hOllever to Gathering information. It
io:ou~d r:ake a study and appraisal of the inforn:ation f:athered vi th a vie", to
making r~cow£endations for s~rengthening the right of peoples to permanent
sovereignty over their natu:cal resources. Certain r:.er::bel's, hov,ever: cri~icized
the proposal as premature since it i·,as based on the covenants vlhich had not yet
been adopted. t,loreover J the proposal '....as considered illogical since it
envisaged the creation of a commission to study only the economic rights of
peoples, but not their political rights. It was also pointed out that the
proposal io~s not clear about the aio and method of the study to be ~~dertaken

by the proposed cOlJ:Il1ission. tI

8. The Economic and Social Council considered the draft resolution prepared by the

Human Rights Commission at its eighteenth session. Upon the recorr~endaticn of its

Social committee,lol the Council decided to return the draft resolution tc the

Corr~ission on Human Rights together with. the records of the meetings of the Council

21 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Eighteenth Session,
Supplement No. 7 (E/2573-E/CN.4/705), paragraph 330.

101 E/AC.7/SR.239 to 292 and E/2638.

I· .·
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and of the Social Comrei~tee on this question, so that the Commission misht

reconsider its proposal in the light of the Council's discussion.!±!

B. Recc~£el:dction3 adopted by the General Assembly at its ninth session (1954)

9. ;,f£:h~Hl.istan submitted a draft resolutionlY which proposed, inter alia, that

the Gent)ral /.sseL'ioly should. request the Commission on Human Rights "to prepare

reco!;.~endations concerning international respect for the right of peoples end

nations to selZ·determination with a view to their adoption at the ne:~t session of

the General ;,sse:nbly'l. The representative of Afghanistan accepted an amendment,llI

suer.:i tted jointly by sixteen delegations, whi.:::h called for the addition ef the

,·:crJs "including recc:r.mendetions c0ncerning their permanent sovereignty over their

nat'.lral wealth and resourc~!s" after the word "self-determination", and the Tnird

Co:.ll:littee adopted an amendment by India calling for the replacement of the Hord

"prepare" by the "lords "complete its n
• Another amendmentW sucI;1itted 'oy Brazil,

Peru and the United States proposed the insertion in the draft resol~ticn, after

the Hord "reccr:.::~ei1d.ations", of the Hords "having due regard to obligcticns under

international ~Gr2ements, the principles of international law and the i~fortance of

er.cc'.1raging ir:~ernational co·operation in the economic development of under

developed countries". This amendClent was divided into two parts for the purpose

of voting; the words "obligation~ under internatior.al agreer:1ents, the principles

of i::1:ernational law and" were rejected by 21 votes to 17, vith 14 abstentions;

the re~aining portion of the amen~ent was adopted by 23 votes to 11, \nth

13 abstentions. The revised Afghanistan draft resolution as a whole, as amended,

,·;as adopted by the 'Ihird Con:mitt.ee by 57 votes to 14, with 1 abstention.W
10 ,..,.. th d' ,16 / d 1 i t d t" t hi' th• L~r~ng e ~scuss~or.~ seme e egat ons s resse ne ~I;1por ance w en ey

at~ached to the econo~c aspect of the right of peoples and nations to self

de~errr~nation} asserting that it must include permanent sovereignty over nat~ral

Economic and Social Council resolution 545 G (XVIII); Official Records of the
Econcnic and Social Council, 820th meeting, paragraphs 9 and 10.

Official Records of the General Assembly, ninth session, Annexes, agenda
item 12, ~/2329, paragraph 52.
Ibid., paragraph 53.
Icid., paragraph 56.

Ibid.} paragraphs 59 to 62.

Teid., paragraphs 54 to 57; Official Records of the
session, 5l2th plenary meeting, ~ar8graphs 117-151.
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wealth and resources. The three-power amendm~nt was criticized on the greunds that

there could be no limitation to the principle of self-determination ana that it

might, in the case ~f a nation which has not yet attained statehood, san~tio~

obligations depriving it of its own ~eans of subsistence and ~~dertaken on its

behalf by ancther Power. On the other r~nd) scme representatives ars~ed tr2t

self-deterr,ir:.aticn Has a politi~a:. principle .::.pplicable to whole peer-les a:1d

naticns but nc~ a legal ri~1t vested in individuals, and that a s~bsta::tive ele=ent

had been prez::.aturel:{ intrcd;'4ced into the AfChan pro.;:osal ....'hen it was stated that

the Co=~ission shc'Jld include reco~endations concerning per=anent sovereignty over

r.atural ,,'ealth and res~urces.

11. rhe draft rescl~ti:n rece~ended by the Tnird Co~ttee ~~s brie~ly consi1ered

:~; the General .~sse::::bly at its 5l2th plenary meeting en 14 I'ecember 1954. .':.:;:~ter

accepti;.g an a:.endment sub::::it~ed by Brazil, Peru and the United States tc insert,

after the ....rerds '\d.th d~e regard te", the werds "the rights and d".lties of States

·..lnder i::ternsticnal la'" anjll, the General P.sSE:=lcly adcptec.l:U' by 1;.1 ,;c":es to 12,

'v~th 3 abster.t:cn3, rescl".l~ion 337 (IX) which r~ad as fellows:

"Recc."::e::daticns concerning inter!:ati.;r:.ol respect fer the ri£ct :If
people:; c.::d nations tc self-deter::i~ation

"The General ;'.sse!:cly,

"Recalling its resolutions 637 (VII), 643 (VII) and 738 (VIII),

"noting the recen:.r:endaticns of the Cc:roissien cn Human Rights t~ the
Econc~c and Social Cc~~cil,

"Noting, ~'J.rtherJ resolution 545 G (XVIII) adopted by tbe Econccic and
S"dal CC·,.lnci1, .

"C~nsi ierinf5 that the p:eparati:m ef recor::::en:.a~lcns en ::.eas~res for
prc::.c~ing ~be right of se1f-deter::.inaticn is a ::.atter ef i::.cedia~e concern,

"1" Req:..~ests the CCt:::.iSSi8!1 en E·~an Rights "to ~c:::;lete its
reco~e~daticns ~c~cerning i~ter~ati~nal respect fer the right cf pecrles and
nations LO sel~-je~e~nation, inclUding rece~endaticns concerning tteir
fer~a~e~~ s~)·ereig~~y ~ver their ~a~·Jral wealth a~d res:';xceE, tavi~g due
regard tc the riE~ts and d".l~ies of States ~~der internaticna~ la.; and to the
i~~crta~ce ef encc~ragi~b i~~ernatic~el cc-cperaticn i~ the ecccc~ic

aevelc~~er.t ~f ~ier-developed countries, in orier ttat the General ~sse::.cly

Lay give ~hose re~o==er:.daticns full ar.i d~e ~cnsideraticn at its next reg~ar

5:55io:1;

~ Cfficia1 Eeccrds of tbe General hsse~cljJ ninth sessi~nJ5l2th ple~ary ~eetir.g,
paragraph 153.
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"2. Requests the Economic and Social Council to transmit these
recommendations to the General Assembly for consideration at its next
regular session."

At its eighteenth resumed session, the Econon1c and Social Council formally

transmitted resolution 837 (IX) of the General Assembly to the Commission on Human

Rights.

C. F'.lrther consideration by the Commission on Human RiGhts at its eleventh
session (1:755}

12. The ite~ "recommendations concerning international respect for the right of

peoples and nations to self-determination" .:as considered by the CCrn1:lission on

H~:an Rights at its eleventh session in April 1955- At its 505th meeting the

C~~~ssion adopted by 11 votes to 6, with 1 abstention, a joint draft resolution

sub~itted by Egypt, Greece, India, Lebanon, Pakistan and the Philippines which
, .:l '

read:9

"The Cor;~ission on Hun:an Rights,

"rra~!1g reeeived Economic and Social Council resolution 545 G (i..'VIII),

"Havi!:g considered General .t,ssembly resol'ltion 337 (IX) which requests
the Commission to complete its recommendations concerning international
respect for the right of peoples and nations to self-determination,

"Believ·ing that tbe consideration and adoption of measures for promoting
the right of self-determination are matters of immediate concern,

"Reaffirms the recommendations contained in resolutions F IW and II
adopted cy the Co~ssion at its tenth session;

"Recommends that in the conduct of the full survey of the status of
pe~nent sovereignty of peoples and nations over their natural wealth and
resources due regard shall be paid to the rights and duties of States under
international law and to the importance of encouraging international
co-operation in the economic development of under-developed countries;

"Requests the Economic and Social Council, pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 337 (IX), to transmit these recommendations to the General Assembly
for consideration at its next regular session."

Official Records of the ~conomic and Social Council, twentieth session,
S~pplement No. 6 (E!2731 and Corr.l-E!CN.4!719 and Corr.l), paragraph 122.

For text of this resolution} see paragraph 6 above.

/ ...
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13. In the course of the discussion of this draft resol~tion, the following views

-wwere expressea:

"Hi th rebard to the estaOcli shment of the survey ce!:'.n:i s si~n, the r.:a j ority
were of ~he opinion tha~ a full s~rvey of the status of peroane~t s~vereiLnty

over natural wealth end rescurces wa~ld be a most constructive step t~warjs

tl:e f.:-al ~f self"deterr-.inatior,. Tne dra"ft resolution, it ,,'as c:aintaineJ, was
direc~t:.:i agair:s'C explci tatic:l'. ani exprop::-iation alike. It was an at't~:::'lpt to
allay all honest apprehendcns and dcubt.;;. Cn the c":.e band, it ;.;as s:.tid,
l,mder no~ircun:,>tances sh::-'J.ld a people be deprived ef its own mear:.s of
subsistence ~l1r~ugh the explcitaticn of foreign investors; on the other hand,
fereign invest::er.ts should net be expropriated 'Id thout just ar.d fair
compens8tion and only if warranted by public necessity. It was generally
recogni zed that there should be collabora tien bet'l,een thcs e ',.;ho ,,'ere in
pJ8session of surpl'.ls capital and modern techniques and these wbo ,:ere
under"de\'E:loped and non"self"geveruing. It was for this reason that t::e
CCL':Illissicn recoI:".r:ended that the survey commission should :r;;ay due l-cSS:::'..l "to
the righ~s ar.d d'.lties of States lli~jer international la~ and to the izpcrtance
of encr')uraging international co"operation in the econocic develo:r;;!.::E:n't of
'.l.n:ler-de':eloped countries". .4t the saI::e time it Has said that under r.e
~irc~s~ances should this econccic ccllacoration be used for poli:ic3:
purposes. Ctbers stated that the General j,ssembly had direc~ed t:e Ccu:nission
i tse:r to r:"";e d-..e regard to 'the factors q,uoted above cefore decidi.;:G cn any
re~::c:n:enc.5':i:-n.

"It ....as f\lrther suggested that) on the basis of a full surn:y) tbe
Uni ted Nations might draw up a social an::1 ecor.or::ic prograr:;:ne Hi 't~. a view to
assisting in the de\'elopnent of Non-Self-Governing and. ~nder-devel;:,ped

countries or Territories. Such a plarilled prograL~e, under the aus:r;;ices of
the Unite::1 Natio~s, would be the best and most effective form of ir.ternational
:o-cperaticn for a full realization ef the right of sel:"de'terr::ina'ticn.

"'~°J.estions ,,:ere raised as ~J hc'l,' certain groups cc'uld exercise perr::anent
sovereignty' over their natural ,,;eal'th ar-d resources wher. they ....ere net ye~

ir:depender..'t; and ho'.... that sovereignty could ce Ferr:ane;:~. It '..:as said teat
s.Jvereignty was r.ot ir.alienable as ,.;as sbe ....,o in the case ef vclu.l1tary cessions
ef territory "..hich cigbt be considered as partial renunciaticr:s cf
Ecve~eignty. Cn the ether hand, it was poir..ted out that such ar. acandor~ent

8:' s.::lverei:::;nty :.:~d.er political pressure 11a::1 no significar:c:=. It was tbcueih~,

~c~eover, t~e~ tefore the per~aner.t ri[ht to na~ural wealth cculd Exist there
::~st be so~e fer~ cf independence or sovereignty; and that ne vel:.:r:tarJ
cessions ef territory could be likened to a conq~est er to the conseq~Lr:ce ef
e..r~ i:~~csed treat:,"."

O=ficial Records of the Eccnccic and Social Council, twentie~hsessicn,

Su:n:lement ~~o. 6, paragraphs 129 to 131.
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l6. At tbe thirteenth session of the General Assembly, the Third Committee

a.dopte~ 'by 52 votes to 15, with 4-" a'bstenti~ns, the draft reeolution propos ed by

the Qommisaion on Human Rights, leaving it to the General Aesembly to determine

in plenary mEi'eting how many members the commission proposed in the draft

roQGolntion should have, whether it should consist of government representatives or

of persons serving in their individual capacity, the '~ode 0+ their appointment, as

well ea the session of the Eoonomic and Social Council to which the Commission
. g§j

should report,

i7. During the discuss'ions preceding th~ adoption of the' resolution by the

Third c~mmittee, aome representatives feltgz!

"that the terms' ~f. reference of the contemplated organ \fere both incorrectly
worded and very vague. They pointed out that the prel'lnlble of tba,t
resolution referred to the 'permanent sovereignty of peoples and nations
over their natural wealth and resources l

, a clause which appeared in
article 1 (3) of t~e Covenants as drafted by the COmmission DU Human Rights
and whicQ had since been replaced by article 1 (2) as revised by the
Third Corqmitte:e. • l §§j

"To some representat1ves, 1t seemed illogical to use the word
'sovereignty' in reference to peoples which were not yet sovereign states.
In their view, the emphasis thus placed on 'sovereignty I in the economic
field might be regarded as a potential threat to ~oreign investments, and
ultimatel¥ prevent the expansion of international co-operation for the
economic development of less developed areas.

liThe majority of ,representatives, on the other hand, considered that
the first draft resolution would promote an essential element of the right
of self-determination, as no people could be deemed independent if it were
sUbjected to foreign economic donU,nation. They pointed out that adequate ,
safeguards were provided for foreign investments, since the proposal stressed
that Idue regard shall be paid to the rights and duties of states under
international law and to the importance'Of encouraging international
co-operation in the economic development of under~developed countries. f

The resolution, thus worded, contained guarantees against both exploitation
and expropriation. Provided the necessary agreements were carried out in
good faith, international co-operation in the economic field cou1d be
strengthened to, the mutua.l 'oenef!t of all countri as concerned. I1

g§/ A/4019, paragraph 87.

§1/ ~" paragraphs 17.20.
g§/ See paragra~h~ above.

I .. ·
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18. At its 78Jth plenary meeting, the General Assembly decided, on the proposal

of the President, that the Comwission on Permanent Sovereignty over Natural

Resources shall consist of nine governme~t representatives to be chosen by the

President of the General Assembly on the basis of geographical distribution and

that the Commission should report to the 29th session of the Economic and Social

Council. Tne Assembly then adopted by 52 votes :0 15, with 8 abstentions, the

draft resolution thus amended to read as follOHS:g:zj

:'r~le Generc.l Assembly,

IIUotin;,.; tha"t t.~e right of r..eoples and nations to self-determination as
aff:'1"!n~d. iuthe 1,,:0 draft Coven;nts complet,:..d by the Con.mission on Human
Ri()rts inc~.1.1.des :F'2::'manent sovereignty ovez' their natural Health and
rescurces',

"Believing it necessary to have full information at its disposal regarding
the actual extent and chara c"ter of thi s sovereignty,

Ill. Decides to establish a Commission consisting of Afghanistan, Chile,
Guatemala ,the Netherlands, the Philippines, Svleden, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the United Arab Republic and the United Ftates of America
to conduct a full survey of the status of this basic constituent of the ri&~t

to self-determination, with recorr~endations, where necessary, for i.ts
strengthening, and further decides that, in the conduct of the full survey of
the status of the.srL",anent sovereignty of peoples and nations over their
natural Health and resources, due regard shall be paid to the rights and
duties of States under international law and to the importance of encouraging
international co-operation in the economic development of under-developed
countriesj

"2. Invites the regional economic commissions and the specialized
agencies to co-operate vdth the Commission in its taskj

"3. Requests the Co:mmi.ssion to report to the Economic and Social Council
at its twenty-ninth session;

114. Requests the Secretal-y-General to provide the Commission Hith the
necessary staff and facilities."

~ General Assembly resolution 1314 (XIII).




