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The neeting was called to order at 3.45 p.m

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

1. The agenda was adopt ed.

ELECTI ON OF OFFI CERS

2. M. ABDELLAH (Tunisia) nominated M. Ka (Senegal) for re-election to the
of fice of Chairman, and M. Farhadi (Afghanistan) and M. Rodriguez Parrilla
(Cuba) for re-election to the offices of Vice-Chairnmen.

3. M. ZILENKO (Ukrai ne) seconded the nom nations.

4, M. KA (Senegal), M. Farhadi (Afghanistan) and M. Rodriguez Parrilla
(Cuba) were el ected by accl amation.

5. M. KA (Senegal) took the Chair.

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

6. The SECRETARY- GENERAL said that the CGeneral Assenbly, at its fifty-first
session, had reaffirmed the mandate fromwhich the Cormittee derived. In recent
years, courageous new steps had been taken in the Mddle East as a result of the
peace process launched in Madrid in 1991, the signing by the Government of

I srael and the Pal estine Liberation Organization of the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Sel f-CGovernnment Arrangenents, and subsequent agreements,
in particular, the InterimAgreenment on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. In
the previous nmonth, the peace process had gai ned inportant nonentumas a result
of the agreenent reached on the Hebron Protocol and the Israeli and Pal estinian
undert aki ngs on other key issues. Once again, he congratul ated Chairnan Arafat
and Prine Mnister Netanyahu on the progress which they had nade toget her

7. The agreenents reached over the past three and a half years were signposts
of crucial inportance along the road towards peaceful [|sraeli-Palestinian

coexi stence. They had led to the energence of new realities on the ground, such
as the establishment of an el ected Pal estinian adm nistration in the Gaza Strip
and parts of the West Bank in 1996. Despite occasional setbacks, the vision

i nherent in the Declaration of Principles had |argely been sustained. It was
now of the utnpst inportance not to dissipate those achi evenents, but to build
on themin order to fulfil the hopes of all peoples in the region. In order

for the Mddl e East peace process to flourish, progress was also required in the
Israeli-Syrian and |sraeli-Lebanese tracks. That would be crucial for the
real i zation of a conprehensive, just and |l asting settlenment based on Security
Counci| resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). It was his hope that those
negoti ati ons woul d resune quickly.

8. Pronoting Pal estinian econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent was essential in
order to inprove living conditions, especially in the Gaza Strip, and create
solid foundations for peace. The United Nations system was making an inportant

/...
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contribution in that area, with a special enphasis on enpl oynent generation and
Pal estinian institution-building. Nevertheless, nore could be done. He had
recently appointed M. Chi nmaya Gharekhan as Special Coordinator in the Qccupied
Territories. 1In the next few weeks, M. GCharekhan would work closely with the
Pal estinian Authority to identify areas in which the United Nations coul d
enhance its contribution in the econom c and social fields.

9. I n conclusion, he expressed his appreciation for the efforts of the
Committee in pursuit of a conprehensive, just and |asting peace in the Mddle
East. He was grateful to the Committee for the flexibility which it had shown
in response to the financial crisis by exercising restraint in its use of
resour ces.

STATEMENT BY THE CHAI RVAN

10. The CHAI RVMAN, speaking as the representative of Senegal, said that recent
political events had shown the extent to which the question of Palestine

remai ned at the heart of the Mddle East conflict. It was clear that peace and
stability in the regi on depended on a just and conprehensive settl enent of that
conflict on the basis of international agreenents and the relevant United

Nati ons resol utions.

11. The signing by Israel and the Pal estine Liberation Organization of the
Hebron Protocol on 15 January 1997 and the recent rel ease of Pal estinian wonen
political prisoners strengthened the Committee in its belief that, given the
will of the parties concerned and a firm conmtnment and encouragenent from al
friends of peace, full inplenentation of all the agreenents could be achi eved.

12. The course of the peace process had underscored the inportance to the
parties concerned of the firmsupport of all those in the internationa
comunity, and particularly in the United Nati ons, who were working for the
cause of peace. For that reason, as the phase of negotiations dealing with the
sensitive issues of a final settlenent began, the international community nust
intensify its efforts to support and sustain the process, with a viewto the
full restoration of the legitimate rights of the Pal estinian people.

13. The year 1997 narked the thirtieth anniversary of the mlitary occupation
of the Palestinian territories, including Jerusalem and the fiftieth

anni versary of the adoption by the General Assenbly of the partition resolution
(181 (I1)). It was to be hoped that the year would herald clear and
irreversible progress towards the building of a future independent Pal estinian
State and the establishnent of a just and |asting peace in the region.

14. For its part, the Cormittee woul d pursue its unceasing efforts, in close
cooperation with the Permanent Cbhserver for Pal estine, work persistently to
strengthen its relations with all United Nati ons bodi es, Menber States and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons concerned with the question of Palestine, in
order to further the achi evenment of the final goals of peace, stability,
security and devel oprent.

15. In conclusion, he thanked the non-governnental organizations throughout the
world for their active defence of the rights of the Pal estinian people, and
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expressed gratitude to the Departnent of Public Information and the Division for
Pal estinian Rights of the Secretariat.

STATEMENT BY THE PERMANENT OBSERVER FOR PALESTI NE

16. M. AL-KIDWA (Cbserver for Palestine) said that the presence of the
Secretary-CGeneral testified to the inportance of the Conmttee' s nandate. The
United Nations had not only supported the conclusion of peace accords and the
enforcenent of international lawrelating to Palestinian rights, but had al so
provi ded direct and inval uable assistance to the Pal estinian people. It was his
hope that, despite recent setbacks, a just and | asting peace woul d be achieved
inthe Mddle East, with the help of the United Nations.

DRAFT PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE COWM TTEE FOR 1997 (A/ AC. 183/1997/CRP. 1)

17. The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the draft programme of work of the Conmittee
for 1997 (A AC. 183/1997/CRP. 1), adding that the Bureau had recently net the

Assi stant Secretary-CGeneral for Public Information and his staff to discuss the
speci al information programe of the Departnent of Public Information for 1997
On that occasion, the Bureau had stressed the inportance of inplenenting al

provi sions of the special programe on the question of Palestine on the basis of
resol ution 51/25 of 4 Decenber 1996

18. M. QADRUD-DIN (Departnent of Public Information) said that the 1997
special information programe on the question of Pal estine had a dual objective:
to provi de assistance to Pal estinian nedia practitioners and to di ssem nate
information to the Palestinian territories and around the world on United
Nations activities on the question of Palestine. 1In connection with the first
objective a Pal estinian Media Practitioners Training Programe (ainmed at
upgradi ng the professional skills of young Pal estinians working in all the mass
medi a) woul d be held again in 1997. 1In order to fulfil the second objective,

t he Departnment woul d sponsor an International Encounter for Journalists on the
Question of Palestine, in Athens, and a Fact-Finding News M ssion for
Journalists to Mddle East capitals, nost |ikely Aman and Cairo, and, if
feasible, the Gaza Strip. 1In the interest of econony, participants in the

M ssion woul d be sel ected from anobng those attendi ng the Encounter.

19. Publications of the Departnent would include a docunent on the outcome of
the Encounter and, if funds were avail able, updates of sonme of its existing
publications. The Department's Video Section (Media Division) woul d dispatch a
teamto the Palestinian territories to gather material for a documentary on the
Departnment's training programme for Palestinian journalists. An effort would
al so be made to establish a small video library on issues relating to the
guestion of Pal esti ne.

20. The draft programme of work of the Committee for 1997 (A/ AC. 183/1997/CRP. 1)

was adopt ed.

21. The 1997 special infornation programme on the question of Palestine of the
Departnent of Public Informati on was adopt ed.
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22. The CHAIRWVAN said that, on the basis of the Bureau's reconmendation, he
woul d take it that the Committee decided to re-establish the Woirking G oup as in
t he past, under the chairmanship of the Rapporteur of the Commttee and the

vi ce-chai rmanship of M. Syed Akbarrudin of India.

23. It was so deci ded.

REPORT BY THE CHAI RMAN ON THE CONSULTATI ONS OF THE COW TTEE W TH
REPRESENTATI VES OF NGO COCRDI NATI NG COW TTEES

24. The CHAIRVAN reported that the Bureau had held consultations with 22
representatives of non-governnental organizations fromthe International, North
Ameri can and European NGO Coordi nating Comm ttees at United Nati ons Headquarters
on 3 and 4 February. In keeping with its decision the year before to change the
format of the neeting, the Bureau had enphasi zed policies and strategies to be
pur sued by non-governnental organizations beyond the organization of specific
events. Accordingly, it had briefed the representatives of the non-governmental
organi zations on political developnments and on the Committee's concerns and

obj ectives, enphasi zing the need to strengthen cooperation between the

non- gover nmental organi zati ons and the Conmittee and the Division for

Pal estinian Rights. It hoped to develop effective nmechanisns to that end. The
Bureau had al so stressed that the annual synposia and neetings of

non- gover nmental organi zati ons should be viewed as a tool for achieving common
goal s and had of fered a number of suggestions for inproving the useful ness of
those events.

25. The representatives of non-governnental organizations had, in turn

provi ded useful information on their activities, pointing out that the synposia
and international neetings were highlights in their support of the cause of the
Pal estini an people. There was general agreenent that priorities for the

i mredi ate future should include pronmoting the inplenentation of the agreenents
concl uded between Israel and the Pal estine Liberation O ganization; supporting
Pal estinian positions with regard to the pernmanent status negotiations, in
particular the right to self-determ nation and the issues of settlenents,
Jerusal em and refugees; and advancing projects to assist the Pal estinian people
to achi eve sust ai nabl e devel opnent.

26. Representatives of non-governnental organizations nmade suggestions with a
view to inproving their cooperation with the Conmttee, and on topics for

di scussion at their synposia and international neetings. |In particular, they
pl anned to nobilize further support by commenorating the thirtieth anniversary
of the occupation of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem in June; the
fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of General Assenbly resolution 181 (Il) in
Novenber; and, the tenth anniversary of the outbreak of the intifadah in
Decenmber. In that connection, a suggestion had been nmade to hold the North
Ameri can NGO Synmposiumfrom9 to 11 June in New York rather than at the end of
June in order to coincide nore closely with the anniversary of the 1967 six-day
war. The Bureau, in consultation with the D vision, wuld begin preparing the
programme for the event in order to enabl e non-governnental organizations to
pronote it to their constituencies.
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27. Representatives of the Asian and international non-governnenta

organi zati ons had prom sed to cooperate with the Comrittee in organizing the
Asi an sem nar and NGO synposium to be held in Indonesia. The event woul d have
to be publicized widely, particularly since many nenbers of non-governnenta
organi zati ons woul d be unable to attend due to financial difficulties.

28. A change in the venue of the European Synposium and the |nternationa
Meeti ng had been di scussed in response to requests that international neetings
shoul d be held in the Mddle East and the European Synposiumin a Wstern

Eur opean country. The Bureau woul d subnmit proposals in that regard to the
Committee, follow ng the necessary consultations; in the meantinme, the Division
and the respective Coordinating Commttees would begin to prepare the
substantive aspects of those neetings. The Division staff had al so outlined
various aspects of the Division's programme of work with a view to enhancing
cooperation with the non-governnental organizations. The Bureau had been

i npressed by the comm tnent of the non-governmental organizations to the cause
of the Pal estinian peopl e.

OTHER MATTERS

29. M. A-KIDWA (Observer for Palestine), briefing Cormittee nmenbers on recent
political devel opments, said that the Protocol Concerning the Redeploynment in
Hebron and the Note for the Record which the Pal estine Liberation O ganization
(PLO and the Governnent of Israel had signed on 15 January, constituted a major
stride forward. |Israeli forces had already w thdrawn from 80 per cent of the
city of Hebron. The Pal estinians, who, fromthe outset, had stressed

consi stency and conpliance with all agreenents, wel coned the fact that the
Protocol differed very little fromthe Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

30. Eight subcommittees had begun di scussing outstanding issues relating to the
transition period, such as the release of Palestinian prisoners, the operation
of the airport, the building of the seaport, the financial rights of

Pal estinians and, nost inportantly, freedom of novenent of persons and goods,
particul arly guaranteed saf e passage between the Wst Bank and the Gaza Strip.
Serious di sagreenment had already arisen over the first of three successive
redepl oynents of Israeli troops, scheduled to take place on 7 March, under the
Interi mAgreenent and designed to keep Israelis confined to agreed mlitary
locations. The Israeli side was proposing conpletely unacceptable formul as; he
hoped the Commttee would continue to nonitor the situation

31. He also expressed the hope that negotiations on a final settlenent,
schedul ed to begin in early March, would take place on tinme and proceed
normal ly. That, however, would depend |largely on whether the Israelis continued

to build illegal settlements, in defiance of international |aw and the will of
the international community. It would also depend on whether they continued
their illegal actions in Jerusalem including the building of settlenments and

the cancel l ation of the residence rights of Palestinian Jerusal em tes who had
lived there for generations.
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32. The situation in Jerusal em had repeatedly been brought to the attention of
the Security Council, nost recently with regard to the Israeli plan to build
settlenents in the heart of East Jerusalemin the Ras Al -Anud district and the
openi ng of an entrance to the tunnel in the vicinity of Al Agsa Mdsque. The
tunnel renai ned open, even though Security Council resolution 1073 (1996) called
for the imedi ate reversal of all acts which had resulted in the aggravation of
the situation. A nore dangerous devel opnent still was the fact that |[srael
officials had signalled their intention to build a settlement in the Jaba

Abu- Ghanei mdistrict of East Jerusalem The issue had al ready been consi dered
by the Security Council in My 1995, together with the Israeli expropriation
orders of Palestinian land in East Jerusalem Unfortunately, at that tine, the
Counci| had been unable to adopt a resolution because of the veto of one

per manent nmenber. The issue was now threatening to undernmne the entire peace
process. H s delegation would enter into consultations at the United Nations,
particularly with the Arab G oup of States, in an effort to avert the

i mpl ementation of the Israeli plan. He hoped that the Conm ttee woul d
contribute to those consultations.

33. President Arafat would visit Washington on 3 March to neet with

President dinton, followi ng on the heels of Israeli Prine Mnister Netanyahu
and President Mibarak of Egypt and Ki ng Hussein of Jordan woul d al so be com ng
to Washi ngton. He expressed the hope that all those neetings would lead to an
i nprovenent in the overall situation

The nmeeting rose at 5.05 p.m




