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The neeting was called to order at 11.10 a.m

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

1. The agenda was adopt ed.

2. The TEMPORARY CHAI RMAN noted that although the Chairman of the Conmittee,
M. Cissé, had been appointed to another post, it was his understanding that the
Conmittee wished to maintain the current conposition of the Bureau pending the
arrival of M. Cissé's successor. He took it that the Commttee approved the

pr ocedure.

3. It was so deci ded.

4, M. Cissé (Senegal) took the chair.

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

5. The SECRETARY- GENERAL said that the CGeneral Assenbly, at its fiftieth
session, had reaffirmed the mandate fromwhich the Cormittee derived. In recent
years, there had been historic developnments in the Mddl e East and, in the past
few nont hs, the peace process had continued to advance. There had been sone

set backs, but, by and | arge, the vision enshrined in the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Sel f-Covernnment Arrangenents, signed by Israel and the

Pal estine Liberation O ganization in 1993, had been sustained. Both parties had
denonstrated their commitnent to the principles and provisions of the agreenents
signed by them and, equally inportantly, to the inplenmentation of those
agreenents. Both had accepted negotiation as the neans of resolving their
political differences and had persevered in their efforts to that end. He was
encour aged by such evi dence of responsiveness and responsibility.

6. He had wel coned the signing on 28 Septenber 1995, in Washington, D.C., of
the Israeli-Palestinian InterimAgreenent on the Wst Bank and the Gaza Strip,
whi ch represented an inportant step towards full inplenentation of the

Decl aration of Principles. The tinmely withdrawal of Israeli troops and the
successful hol ding of Palestinian elections had been further crucial mlestones
along that road. It was his hope that those achi evenents woul d encourage
progress in the next inportant and delicate stage of the Israeli-Palestinian
negoti ations, which were due to start in May, as well as on the Israeli-Syrian
and |sraeli-Lebanese tracks of the Mddl e East peace process, enabling the
achi evenent of a conprehensive, just and lasting settlenment based on United
Nations Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973).

7. Sadly, the world had | ost one of the great contributors to the peace
process. Yitzhak Rabin had proved hinself truly to be both a national |eader
and an international statesman. He paid tribute to the nenory of M. Rabin,
whom he had been privileged to count as a personal friend, and reaffirned the
resolve of the United Nations to pursue with vigilance the ideal of regiona
peace for which M. Rabin had worked to the very end.
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8. The security situation in the region remai ned a cause for concern. Over

t he past year, he had had, on several occasions, to condemn acts of violence
which were clearly attenpts at derailing the peace process. The |latest such
attenpt had been nmade the previous day. How many nore innocent people woul d
have to die and suffer before peace was achieved in the region? Extrem smfrom
any quarter must be curbed. There could be no nore effective way of doing so
than by ensuring that the negotiations continued and that the tangi bl e benefits
deriving fromthe agreenents were apparent and accessible to all

9. It was essential to deal with the economc instability and to inprove the
poor living conditions which persisted, particularly in the Gaza Strip. The
transition to Palestinian self-rule nust be acconpani ed by econom c and soci al
devel opnent which woul d provide a sure foundation for a | asting peace. The
programes and agencies of the United Nations systemwould continue to provide
all possible expertise and assistance in that respect. M. Peter Hansen, Under-
Secretary-Ceneral for Humanitarian Affairs and Energency Relief Coordinator, had
recently been desi gnated Comm ssioner-General of the United Nations Relief and
Wirks Agency for Pal estine Refugees in the Near East. He was confident that

M. Hansen woul d continue and build upon the work of his distinguished
predecessor, M. Ilter Tirknen.

10. He hinself placed the greatest possible enphasis on sustainable econonic
and soci al developrment in the occupied territories. Accordingly, the Specia
Coordinator in the Cccupied Territories, M. Terje Rod Larsen, had continued to
gui de and support the activities of United Nations progranmmes and agencies; they
included the facilitation of public works projects to create inmedi ate

enpl oynent opportunities in the Gaza Strip. |In addition, a coordination
nechani sm had been established to ensure effective disbursenent of donor funds.
Trai ning and ot her assistance was being coordinated for the Pal estinian police.
The conmtted efforts of the international comunity were gradually beginning to
bear fruit, particularly in the areas of institution-building and infrastructure
devel opnent .

11. In conclusion, he expressed his appreciation for the continuing efforts of
the Conmttee in pursuit of a just peace in the Mddle East. He was grateful to
the Conmttee for recognizing the need for flexibility in the use of resources.
Regrettably, due to the recent further exacerbation of the Oganization's
financial crisis he was obliged to urge the Conmttee once again to exercise
restraint and econony in the year to cone.

STATEMENT BY THE CHAI RVAN

12. The CHAI RVAN, speaking as representative of Senegal, said that it had been
his good fortune to take up his post as his country's permanent representative
to the United Nations at a turning-point in the Organization's history, as the
end of the cold war was opening the way for greater realismin internationa

rel ations. No one, however, could have foreseen the dramatic progress in the
situation in the Mddl e East.

13. The Pal estinian problemwas the root cause of the poor relations between
Israel and its Arab neighbours. The Committee's mandate to safeguard the
i nal i enabl e rights of the Pal estinian people had therefore placed it at the
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heart of the Mddle East conflict. In fulfilnment of its nandate, the Committee
had acted resolutely yet objectively and had condemmed all violations of the

i nalienable rights of the Pal estinian people. Contrary to the views of certain
del egations, the Commttee had never shown any bias in its evaluation of the
Pal esti ni an probl em

14. The signing of the Declaration of Principles on Interim Sel f-CGovernnent
Arrangenents by Israel and the Pal estine Liberation O ganization on

13 Septenber 1993 had been a historic devel opnent which had profoundly changed
the situation. Accordingly, the Committee had undertaken a review of its own
ains and nethods. It had adapted its progranme of work to the newrealities and
needs and, in view of the financial crisis, had scaled back its activities. In
the interest of preserving the Committee's efficiency it was inportant that no
staff cuts should be made in the Division for Palestinian Rights and that the
funding for its database should be increased. At the same tinme, however, the
Conmi ttee Bureau and the Division must continue to rationalize their activities.

15. Looking to the future, he said that, whatever the obstacles along the road,
there was no doubt that the peace process had becone irreversible. Wile the

el ection of Yasser Arafat as president of the Palestinian Interim Self-Governing
Authority and the creation of an el ected assenbly were particularly encouragi ng
signs, it should not be assuned that the Conmttee no |onger had a role to play.
The Commttee's mandate was to identify and condemn all violations of the

i nalienable rights of the Pal estinian people. Regrettably, such violations
continued to occur. He was confident that the Secretary-General, who had been
unstinting in his efforts in support of the peace process, would ensure that the
Conmittee was able to continue its vital work

16. I n conclusion, he thanked everyone, particularly the Permanent Cbserver for
Pal estine, for their assistance throughout his tenure as chairman of the
Conmi tt ee.

STATEMENT BY THE PERVMANENT OBSERVER FOR PALESTI NE
17. M. AL-KIDWA (Cbserver for Palestine) said that the United Nations woul d

continue to have a responsibility towards Palestine until all the issues within
the Conmttee's remt had been conpletely resol ved.

18. The redepl oynent of Israeli forces in the West Bank and the Pal estini an

el ecti ons, which had been characterized by high voter participation, integrity
and transparency, were two particularly inportant devel opnents. At the same

ti me, however, he pointed out that there was as yet no guarantee of safe passage
between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, that persons who had been di spl aced
since 1967 had yet to be allowed to return home and that the Gaza Strip and West
Bank were still being isolated fromthe outside world.

19. Negotiations between Pal estine and Israel should proceed in accordance with
the agreed tinme-frame, and a new and faster pace should be established for the
peace process involving greater cooperation by the Israelis, a fresh approach to
the econonic issue, nore efforts on the part of donor countries, and greater
participation by United Nations bodies.
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20. The Pal estinian position on the nost recent terrorist outrage and al
previ ous attacks was one of condemation and total rejection of all acts of
vi ol ence. He again appealed for an end to all terrorist acts, including
political assassination.

21. On the matter of the financial crisis affecting the United Nations, he
hoped that the Cbserver M ssion would take the Secretary-General's appeals for
greater efficiency into account, but stressed that a mninmmlevel of functions
was essential to fulfil the mandate stipulated by the General Assenbly.

22. Concerning the future work of the Commttee, he regretted the coments nade
by the representative of the United States in connection with the enhancenent of
the effectiveness of the work of the Organization. The latter's criticisnms of
the Conmttee betrayed a hostile position at odds with the tangible politica
devel opnents which had taken place in the Mddle East. He believed that al
sides should be prepared to change their views to take account of such

devel opnents, and in rejecting the criticisns, he trusted that the United States
Governnment woul d display a nore positive attitude towards cooperating with the
Committee and accepting the role which the United Nati ons had played in building
peace in the region.

The neeting was suspended at 11.54 a.m and resuned at 11.55 a.m

CORGANI ZATI ON OF WORK

23. The CHAIRVAN said that the Conmittee would need to consider what activities
it wished to undertake in 1996. The Bureau had prepared a draft progranme of
work for the year which would be submitted to the Committee in due course.

OTHER MATTERS

24. M. FARHADI (Afghanistan), supported by M. AWAAD (Observer for Egypt),
M. ZLENKO (Wkraine), M. BALZAN (Malta), M. INSANALLY (Guyana) and M. SHAM
(Pakistan), paid tribute to the outgoing Chairman for his val uabl e work.

The neeting rose at 12.10 p. m




