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At its forty-third meeti ng on 31 July, ·the Special 

Committee decided to set up a subcommittee composed of the 

delegates or alternates of Australia, Canada, Czechoslovakia, 

Guatemala, India, Iran, Netherlands, Sweden, Uruguay and 

Yugoslavia, to visit assembly centers for Jewish refugees 

a nd Dis placed Persons in Europe. 

The Subcommittee held two meetings, on 31 July and on 

1 August , At the first rneeting, Mr. Hood (Australia) was 

elected Chairman. 

1, Itinerary :. A pro posed itinerary, as outlined by 

the Secretariat (see Appen:lix I ; was discussed and in the main 

adopted. There was however general agreement _that the 

duration of the visit should be limited to seven days, and 
' · 

that therefore a visit to Salzburg in the United States zone 

of occupation in Austria might be excluded. 

The main points en route will be as follows: Geneva

T!iunich in the United States zone of occui:a tion in Germany -

Vie nna-Berlin-Berge:1-Belsen in the British zone of occupation 

of Germany. 

2 • Working 12..lan - The Secretariat submitted a list of 

assembly-centers for Jews situated in or in the neighbourhood 

of the towns mentioned above . The Subcommittee decided that 

the choice as to which of these centers should be visited, 

/should be •••• 
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should be made after arrival at the main stopping placeo, 

A questionnaire to be used when .rn.testionning the in

mates of the assembly centers was adopted in principle 

aj.ong the lines proposed by the Chairman. It was however 

agreed that the method of questioning the refugees and 

displaced persons should be as flexible as possible. 

3, Terms of Reference - The Subcommittee r ecomn,ends 

tha.t its terms of reference as set forth in Appen:iix II be 

. . ad<:>pted by the Committee. 
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PROPOSED OUI'LINE SUBMITTED BY THE SEC RE TA RIA T OF 
PROGRAMJ'7E FOR 'IHE VISIT OF A SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
UNSCOP TO ASSET1BLY CENTERS FOR JEWISH REFUGEES 

AND DISPLACED PERSONS 

The following itinerary is pro posed on the basis 

that direct contact be established between the UNS:;OP and 

the_ occupation authorities on th~ highest level in the 

United States and British Zones of Occupation in Germany 

and in the United States Zone of Occupation in b1::; ·:.:,::r.a. 

Such a contact would facilitate the clearance of necessary 

formalities for entering the zones of occupation, the pro-

·vision _ or : living accomodation and food, as well as the 

mea1;s of transportation. Direct contact could re established 

between the Chairman of the UNSCOP through the representative 

of the Secretary-General and the Commanders in Chief of the 

zones (General Clay for the United States Zone of Germany, 

Sir Shol to Douglas for the British Zone of Germany and General 

Keyes for the United States Zone of Austria), if possible by 

telephone. 'The Commanders in Chief' should be asked whether 

an aeroplane could be put at the disposal of the Subcommittee 

(a DCJ takes 20-22 passengers) and ¼heth er all possible 

facilities could· be provided for the Subcommittee during its 

stay, The Acting Secretary-General of the United Nations at 

Lake Success should be informed of the abovementioned steps 

taken and be requested to notify formally the Governments of 

the occupation authorities concerned. 

The itinerary as follows is believed to cover 'TlOst 

of t ·hose Assembly Centers for Jews which are of major import-

/1. Aeroplane •••• 
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1.- Aeroplane from Geneva to Hunich in the U.S. Zone of 

Germany with visits to Assembly ~enters in the :_ 
' 

neighbourhood of Munich ( 1 to 2 days) • 

2. Automobile from Munich to :S~l-zburg in the U.S. Zone 

of Austria with Nisi ts, of ,Assen_bly Cente'rs in the 
. . . , '. . ~; 

neighbourhood of t11a t · to,'(111 (1 to 2 days).- · 

3. Aeroplane from Munich to Vienna. VisJ t \ of_ Asse'l'lbly 

Centers', in the . U.S. sector of the town -(.2 .days t:. 
4. Aeropl'ane from Vienna to Berlin and visit_, to .. 

_ Assembly· Center in . the U.S. sector .of .the t:pwn 

_ (2 d!}ys) • 
. . 

5. Aeroplane. · from :Seri'in to the British Zc:Hie of 

Germany to visit tre J~wish: Assembly Center at 

Bergen-Eels eh and -return to Geneva (1-1/2 days). 

Expected duration of visit: 8 to 10 .. days. 

Re (1) The main Assembly Centers for the. Jews in the 

U.S. Zone of German)' are to be found in the 

neighbourhood of Munich • 
.< . 

Re ( 2) The distance between Munich and Sa~ zburg can 

be covered by car in approximately two ho_~ .s ._ 
f . 

Quite a number of Assembly Centers _ for Jews 

are to be found around Salzburg. 

· Re (3) A visit to Vienna may be of specific intere_st as 

it is reported that so:ne new influx of ,Jews from 
., 

Poland, Roumania and Hungary has lat~ly takm 

place into t hat town. A contact wi. th _the Austrian 

authorities might also be useful, al though _the 
. --. t 

initiative for approach perhnps should be take_n 

by the Austrian Govemment.. From a technical point 

of view, no official notification to the Austrian 

/Government ••• 



A/Ac.13/sc.3/3 
pnge 5 

Ggvermuent ie naedad conetl"lling the intended visit , 

Re ( 4) The visit to Berlin will also give the members of 

the Subcommittee an opportunity to have the views 

of the highest responsible_ occupation authorities 

of Germany on the problem of Jewish refugees and 

displaced pe ~sons after having o_bt ained a fir st

hand impression for themselves. 

Re ' {5) Bergen~Belsen is the only Assanbly Center for 

Jews in the British Zone of Germany hhich is of 

any significance. 

An eventual vi sit to the British Zone of Austria will 

ilecessitate a -prplo~g_ation of the trip of Mother 2 days. 

The main Assembly Centers :f'or Jews in that zone -'lre situated 

in the neighbourhood of Klegenfurt ~hich is a 6 hours' drive 

by automobile from Vienna. It has not yet been ascertained 

whether there are facilities for aeroplanes of the size of a 

DCJ to land near Klagenfurt. A drive by automobile will 

necessitate the obtaining of permission from the USSR occupa-

tion authorities to pass through their zone. The Subcommittee may 

find that a visit .to the British Z::me of Austria will yield 

information of cornparatively small vnlue as only a s~all number 

of Jewish refugees (some 2000) are living in that zone. 

The Secretariat is in close touch with the Preparatory 

Commission for I.R.O., which organization has promised all 

possible assistance as well regarding the planning of the visit 

as during the tours of the Assembly Centers, if desired. 

It must be expected that 3 to 4 days will be needed 

for the preparation of a visi~ ~s outlined above. 
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APPENDIX II 
·, .. • 

I . . . 

. TERMS OF 'REFERENCE · 

The Subcommittee shall vi sit ~electei·,.re~res·e11t.ati ve 
I . 

assenbly centers for Jewish refugees an·d. displac'el .-pers6ns 

. in Germany and Austria, with a view to a sc er.taining· and 

r e{'orting to the_ Committee on the attitude Of · the inmates 

of. the assem}?~Y centers rega:ding resettlement, r ej,atria tion 
•• • : . • f' 

o~ immigration . into Palestine. ' :. : , .. 

l • 




