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SECRETARIAT: Mr. Hoo fissistant Secretary=
General

Mr. Garcia Robles Secretary

CHAIRMAN: T call the Thirty-First Meeting to order,

The agenda for this private meeting contains two items - the
hearing of the Right Reverend Father Custos of the Holy Land and the
hearing of representatives of the Sephara/diCConmmnity. Shall we
adopt this agenda?

(No objection raised),

/\dopted,

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Mry I know whether anything has been
decided about going to Beirut or anyvhere else? Ve see all kinds of

) o /things
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things in Jc,he~ papers but we know nothing officially.

C'}EU;TP“&LN : I can tell you just as much 2s you have seen in the
papers., fnswers have been received from three of the States - Egypt,
the Lebanon and Iraqg.

I shall now ask ﬁis Paternity, Father Custos, to come to the
table.

(Reverend Brother Simon Bonaventure, representing Father Custos,
took a seat at the table),

Brother BON{;VENTURE:_ I have a letter from His Patern. ty
addressed to the Committee, With your pemssion I will read it:

"15 July 1947

’

"Mr, Justice Sandstrom, Chairman, United Nations Special Committee
on Palestine, Jerusalem, Palestine,

"Mr, Chairman,
"je take this oprartunity to thank you and all the associated
delegates of the United Nations Special Committe¢ on Palestine
in favouring us with this present occasion to present to the
Committée our memorandumn bearing on the Christiap'Holy Places in
Palestine, For the presentation of our memorandu.m we have
delegated as our representative the Reverend Simdn Bonaventure,
our conff'\tere, whom, we trust, will be acceptable 'to your honourable
~ Committee,
MJith due thanks for your kind consideration; I have the honour to
be, sir;

Your obedient servant,

Fr, ilberto Gori,

Custos of the Holy Land".

CHATRMAN: Are you prepared to expose to us what His Paternity

has to say? \

Brother BONAVENTURE'K Yes,

_CHATRMLN: Vill you '?Klease begin?
Brother BONAVENTURE: ! Mr. Chairman, Members of the Special

/Cotmmittee:
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Committe=c:

Mindful of the terms of reference conveyed by the General
fissembly of the United Nations authorizing its Special Committee
on Palestine to ascertain, if possible, additional information
of facts for the peaceful solution of turbulent TFalestine, and
instructing this same Special Commitgee to give "most careful
consideration to the religious interests in Palestine of Islam,
Judaism and Christianity", we feel not only privileged but more
so conscience-bound to aid your Special Committee to give that
carefu} consideraticn of the religiou; interest of Christianity
here i= this sacred land of Palestine, Our position as Custos
of the Holy Land, gmanating directly by appointment from the
Holy See, confers a heavy responsibility, a duty that obliges
us to safeguard rights and prectices held throughout the course
of centuries, as well as the decorous maintenance of the Christian
Holy Places centrusted to our care on behalf of the Roman Cetholic
. Church, The Custody of the Holy Land ~ an interneational body of
religious men forming part of the world-wide Franciscan Order -
is composed of twenty-five different nationalities with a local
membership of over four hundred priests and brothers, Excluding a
few sanctuaries held in joint proprietorship with other religious
commnities, we hold immediate and exclusive jurisdiction over
more than forty-five Holy Tlaces scattered throughout'Palestine -
nrotecting and preserving these monuments of.Christian heritage in
full accordance with their religious 'dignity. Ve therefors appear
on behalf of more than 300,000,000 of our Cotholic brethren throughout
the world who have deep religious regord and keen sensibilities
for these Holy Places,

Rightly so is Palestine called the Holy Land, made holy by the
physical nresence of the Divine liaster, ané emrusted with the
memorable and sanctified sites of His birth, life and déath. And

/because
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because this land of Palestire is holy to almost 600,000,000 Christians
throughbﬁt the length and breadfh of all continents, watchful eyes
and tﬂréﬁbing hearts follow with greatest concern the impending destiny
of their sacrosanct shrines. The question of the Christian Holy Places
camot an@ mst not be fogged by the rivalry of clashing political
ambitions. The question is neithef one of power, aggrendizement nor
material gain; these Holy Flaces cast their lustre from the presence
and divine power of fhe Omnipotent. The question of the Holy Places
is not a national ?robleﬁ as to whether pclibical expedigncy counsels
partitiéﬁ, govére%gn independence or a bi-naticnal state, The question
is independent of whatever political decision may be de?med conducive
to the peace of Palestine, And yet it is bound up most intimately
with whatever solution may be imposed, The shrines of Christian
heritage dot the land from north to south, be it on the shores of the
Lake of Tiberias or in the hamlet of Cana, be it at Nazareth made
n@nwrabie by the Anmunciation and boyhood days of Jesus Christ or on
the secluded summit of Mount Tabor in testimony of the Transfiguration;
likewise Jerusalem, Behtlehem, the Jordan River with its traditional
site of the Baptism of the Saviour,....these and many more of varied
importaﬁce gay land Pa;estine as the Holy Land of universal recognition,
reverence and respect.

. fe are indifferent to the political tug-of-war that is'now
raging in Palestine and which has riveted world-widé attention,
Howéver, iﬁ view of the insistent demand for politiéal autonony - be
it vartition or independent sovereigntj s should such an eventuality

" ever be realized - it is of paramount importance thet solid international
guarantees embodying effective protective peasures for the safeguarding
and preservation of these Christian ;hrﬁnes be assumed, It would be

i somewhat far-fetched to expect a non-Christian Govermment to exercise
! .
i »an active and &:mpathetic regard for Christian Shrines of which they

would have little or no understanding or evaluation., Should history

/repeat
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repeat itself with regard to Christian shrines within the domain of a none
Christian Government, unfettered in moments of decision regarding the possible
difficulties that might ensue, there is a wvery probable likelihoo@ that |
universal Christian reaction might result in serious consequences, Free
access to all sanctuaries at all times and the unhampered conducting of
religious services must ngcessarily constitute prerequisites in whatever

modus vivendi established, The oft-repeated '“enclave" for the Holy Places

in Jerusalem and Bethlehem may well ensure these shrines, but what about the

v
isolated ones as mentioned above? For all practical purposes a Cormission

specially deputized, and to whom juridical recourse could be had in case of
need might serve the required purpose of avoiding any friction; danger or,
if we may say so; even desecration,

We express our firm hope that as this Special Committee on Palestine is
instructed to give its careful consideration to the religious interests of
Christianity in Palestine, this very definite and all-important problem of
safeguarding and preserving these Holy Places, so dearly venerated by Christ;
endom, be given weighty consideration in its recommendations to the General
Lssembly, irrespective of whateyer new political solution — provisional or
permanent — moy be established.

CHAIRMAN : I thank you, Brother Bonaventure, Will you answer the
cuestions that we will put to you?

Brother BON.\VENTURE: To the best of my ability,

CHAIRMAN: Ths mmorandum speaks about certein guarcontees which would
embod§-éfféctive protective measures for the safeguarding and preservation of
the Christian ghrineﬁ and, in perhaps guarded terms, you have suggested first
of all, free accéss to all Sanctuaries at all times and the unhampered
conducting of religious services; further, an "enclave" for the Holy Places
in Jerusalem and Bethlehem; and thirdly, the constitution of a commission
snecially deputized; to whom juridical recourse could be had in case of need,
Do you recommend these measures?)’/

Brother BONAVENTURE: Should there be a non-Christian State, certainly we

recommend that measures ~ internatiounal guarantees— be embodies in any

arrangement with the new State that may poss’™ly be set Up.
able. : /Chairman -
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CHATRMAN: ﬁo you consider these measures which are su;gested in thié
memorandunigg_sufficient, or do you suggest any‘othef measures?
Brdthqr BON@?ENTURE: Of course we suggest effectivg protective measures,
The ginutiae of working out these details would go to a working'committge‘in
éonjunction with.the feiigious heads of the Christian communities‘in Palestine,
and, I would algoxadd, in cohjunction with the individualé who woﬁld compose
'that commissiqn.b'lt“might be suggested that this comﬁission would be composed
of Western countrieé, aﬂé there would have to be a consensus of opinion
between the meﬁbe? étates, you might say, on the commission and tﬁe Government
here in Pelestine. I dare say it would be workable, but coming down“to the
minutiae that would be up to the commission to work out the agenda,
CHATRMAN: When you speak of an “"enclave® foerérusalenb do you refer to
any*épecial plan, or what do you mean by this "enclave" ?

. Brother BON/.VENTUEE: This "enclave" has been mentioned frequently in the
press as serving the pﬁrpose of the shrines in Bethlehem and Jerusalem=— either
a part of the country having extra—territorial rights, or you might also have
it as being enbodied in this commission, When we come o the final analysis
of these arrangements, it would have to depend on what.state is constituted
and what best arrangements could be effective, But this oft-repeated, much
publicised “enclaveﬂ of Jerusalem and Bethlehem is not iﬁ accordance with the
Holy Places as such, The Holy Places are not merely in Jerusalem and Bethleheﬁg
they are scattered throughout Palestine, and even though at the present time
Jerusalem and Bethlehem are considered the all~importont sanctuaries, that
does not mean thot we are to permit these other sanctuaries of Christianity to
be rubbed gut.in the course of time by not attending to their safeguarding and
protection, | | '

CHAIRM\N: But because of the special importance of the Shrines in
Jerusalem and Bethlehem, you propose this snécial ﬁéasure‘of an '"enclave"?

Brother BONLVENTURE: I would not necessarily éay fhey are of special
importance, because while we have the Nativity a£ Bethlehem and the Death of
our Divine Master here in Jerusalem, we alsc have the Anmunciation, which is

"& very, important shrine., So these are not the only important shrines; there

\ gé;?r / are others
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are others outside of this section of the country-— that is, Jerusalem and

Bethlehem,

CH.TRM\N: T mention the special importance of these Shrines and perhaps
also that there are so many shrires eoncentrated in this area; do you therefcre
propose a snecial measures of an "enelave'?

Brother BON.VENTURE: That would be helpful, since there is a large number
of Shrines in Bethlehem and Jerusalem, .nd that would be helpful as regards
the Shrings. lis regards the political element I do not wish te enter into

-&hat part.

CHAIRMAN: You mean that fenclave" to be placed under s»ecial administration?

Brother BON.VENTURE: Yes,

CHLIRM!N: Viould in your opinion a restricted area —— let us say to the
01d City -~ be sufficient?

e Brother_BONAVENTURE: By no means, because right outside the 01d City we
have shrines, _There is the Garden of Gethsemane and there is the Tomb of the
Blessed Virgin, There is the Mount of Olives, the site gf the l.scension,
~ outside of the 0ld City; we have the site of the Cenacle.‘ The wall would not
be a means of circumscribing all the shrines of Jerusalem,

Sir Abdur R'HMAN (India) : Might we have a list of the important shrines
and sanctua?ies vwhich, according to the Brother, are important and should be
safeguarded, If we get a list it will be helpful to us,

CH..IRM\N: Have you got a list of 21l these shrines?

Brother BON.VENTURE: Is thot only for Jerusalem, or for all Palestine?

Sir [bdur RINHAM (India) : For all of Palestine, and for Jerusalem
particulerly, I:am asking you to give it later, not now,

Brother BON.VENTURE: You can have it tomorrow, In fact, I have it here, -
but it is in o different langunge, and I would rmch prefer not to present that,
) Sir /bdur RHILN (India): If you would kindly let us have 2 list of the

im~ortant shrines and sanctuaries sc~ttered throughout Palestine, and.in

/Jerusalem
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Jerusalem, both inside and outside the city. ‘

Brother BOM.VENTURE: I would like to drow a distinction there. le do
not wish to suggest only the important places, There are places of varied
im.portance. There are some shrines you might call first-class, and others of
iiesser i.inportancé. We éonsiéier f,hese shrines of lesser importence, not of
equal value; bu’E, of equal esteem, Therefore I would prefer the list to contain
all the shrines,

Sir Abdur RUHMAN (India): You might’ give a list of all the shrines and
point out'which, according to yoﬁ, are very ﬁnportant ond vwhich are important,
Brother BONAVENTURE: Thot we camnnot do because we consider then all

imﬁor‘baxt,, |

CHAIRMAN: Moy I consider that it is o~gainst your feelinés to clossify
them? ' ‘ |

Brother BONLVENTIM: No, it is not against my feelings — by no means,
But once it is declared that this is importent and that is not important,
.é.hould it ever come to pass that o new stote be born in Palestine there might
perhaps bev a distinction made as to those which would be entitled to protection,
and the others not considered ver;r important.

CH/AIRMAN: My conclusion is thg.t .we would be content with a list of the
shrines without any classification. .

Sir lbdur RAHMLN (India) : That is quite enough.

Mr, #AND (Ganada) VI should like to know something of the nature of the
proprietorship and the legal position of your administration. For instance,
prior to 1917, what sort of title— I am using terms in law wiilzh which T am
familiar—- vhat was the natv;xre of the title in any of these important shrinee

in this city? The Chairmpn spoke of a deed, Do you have actual title in any
body of men, or in a man, to that particular site?
Brother BONAVENTIRE: Moy I ask you a question .first to correct any mise

understanding that I may hove? Does the gentleman wish to question me ag to

whether we have.a right to these shrines?
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whéther_we have a right to these sirines?
Mr, R\D (Canada): I am just trying to find out the nature of the
ownership? '
Broth;r BON..VENTURE: First of all, I might say this, The ownership
of these shrines_is recognised by the Government of Palestine as belonging

to the Community., Thus exclusive jurisdictions in any shrines are not in

guestion,

/M. RAND
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Mr. RAND (Canada): I am not questioning anything of that sort at 4ll,
Could you give me the nature of the title which is conceived to reside in
such a place? For instance, in the country where I come from if you build a
church the.land of that church has to be owned by some individual or some
corporationl- some recognized body. Now, is tha£ the nature of your ownership
here? a

Brother BONAVENTURE: Well, the ownership of our shrines is centered in
the custody of the Holy Land,

Mr. RAND (Canada): It is vested in the trustees?

Brother BONAVENTURE: In the person of the Custos of the Holy Land who
is the official representative of the Holy See here in Palestine for the Holy
Places..

Mr. RAND (Canada): Now where does the Holy See get its legal basis for
jurisdiction here, both as to ownership of the shrine and as to administrativs
powers? Under the Turkisn rule who was the custodian?

Brother BONAVENTURE: The Custos of the Holy Land, for the past six hundred
years.

Mr. RAND (Canada) And then it was given by the soversign power having
Jurisdiction over Palestine at that time?

Brother BONAVENTURE: Yes,

Mr. RAND (Canada) : Well, then, that is really the basis of your legal
Jurisdiction,

Brother BONAVENTURE: The basis of our legal jurisdiction goes back further
than that, I dare say. If we are going to find the basis for any legality as
to these places, we cannot begin only six hundred years ago; we must begin at
the very beginning of these Christian places. At that time there must have
been a legal basis,

Mr. RAND (Canada): I do not care how far back you go if you tell me
exactly the legal sources,

/Brother
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Brother BCNAVENTU:E: We have perm nence of jurisdiction from the time
of‘the Turkish regime,

Mr, RAND (Canada): /And that has been recognized throughout the
intervening time?

Brother BONAVENTURE: Yes,

lir, RAND (Canada): And what is the scope and extent of the jurisdiction
which you actually exercise? Uhat does it consist of?

Brother BONAVENTURE: That jurisdictior extends to the right of proprietor-
ship at the shrine, the conducting of religious services, the arrangement of
the persomnel stationed there, and whetever repairs are necessary,

lr, RAND (Carada): I suppose there is a division of interest among the
various denominetional groups?

Brother BONAVENTURE: .%ell, gach denouination takes care of its own shrines,

Mr, RAND (Cangda): How does it get its own shrines?

Brother BONAVENTURE: As I said--by the Turkish regime,

Mr, RAND (Canada): The division was mede by the Turks?

Brother BONAVENIURE: Yes,

Mr, BAND {Canada): And the same division has continued ever since?

Brother BONAVENTURE: More or less,

Mr., RAND (Canada): How was it changed? You said ”moré or lessh; if it
is not exactly the same has the governing powver changed it, or has the Custodian
changed it?

Brother BONAVENTURE: No, the Custodian does not change it, by no means,
Whatever is within his jurisdiction he is free to change., But where there is
a question of proprietorship of other shrines with other communities, there,
of céurse, we have the Government as ..ore or less of a supervisor,

Mr, RAND (Caneda): That is the civil Government?

Brother BONAVENTURE: Yes, naturally.

Mr, RAND (Canada): And have chinges been made, modifications made by

P . ) ‘
the civil Government? /Broter Bonaventure
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Brother BONAVENTURE: Well, that Hr. Delegate, is on the question of the

status cuo, and that really does not come within--
Mr. RAND (Canada): Pardon me for incerrupting, but I am just trying to
find out the jurisdiction. I would like to know the legal setting ol tuils

thing, If you do not care to give it, it is all right; I can get it somewhere else,

Brother BONAVENTURE: No, it is all right., I will give it to the best of

my abiliﬁy. Throughout six hundred years it has been legally recognized, sincw

we are here,

Mr, RAND (Canada): I have nc doubt about that, but I want to know the

nature of the underlying legel claim,

Brother BONAVENTULE: Well, during the Turkish regime the Government stated

that this community should have tails shrine and that community should have that

3

shrine, That was the basis .or the present status quo.

Mr., RAND (Canada): And any modificction of that would come from the existing

government?
Brother BONAVENTURE: Certainly,
Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Mr. Chairman, just one more question. Why has

Inot the Holy Sepulchre been properly repaired? It is in a bad state. Uhy can

{
;it not be repaired by all the Christian communities?
I | CHAIRMAN: Are we concerned with that?

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): When I saw it I was struck by it, and I did not
like the Holy Sepulchre being in that state. Therefore I wanted to know the reason
vwhy it was not properly rep=zired. Is there any dissension among the various
communities, or are there other reasons? I just want to know that,

Brother BONAVENTURE: I fesl in perfect accord with the delegate!s question,

z\ y can it not be rebuilt, I should say; not repaired--reibuilt.to give honour.

id glqry to the sanctity of the shrine? I agree vith you, sir, to the fullest
ektent,

CHAIRMAN: Sir Abdur Rahman, we have a report on the repair, We will hand it

~qver to you. /Sir Abdur
} N B — T —————
Text Cut - O
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Sir Abdur RAHEAN (India): That is all.right. I did not know it.

Mr, RAND (Canada): May I ask you one nore question? ¥hat you said about
proprietorship and legal adminstrative power does it apply to all of the shrines
which you will enumerate?

Brother BONAVENTURE: Yes, yes.

CHAIRMAN: I suppose that in all cases the rights conceded by the Tquish
Government are not uncontested, that there are disputes in certain cases? Among
other things; I should like to ask you if the F{Epcﬁ/Government does not claim,
what shg;l.I call it, trusteeship for certain holy places?

Brother BONAVEWI/URE: Well, there are several questions here, lir, Clairman,

CHAIRMAN: And all come back to this question of status guo?

Brother BONAVENTURE: Yes, status aqio.

CHATRMAN: I don't think we have to go into that question.

Bro@her BONAVENTURE: No, that is not within the scope of the Investigating
Committee,

CHiIRMAN: It is enough here to state that there are certain disputes going
on,

Brother BONAVENLURE: TFor that you might have to stay four or five years in
Palestine,

CHAIRMAN: Fortunately, we do not have to solve all the contested questions
in this country.

Brother BONAVENTURE: Yes,

Mr, ENTEZAM (Iran) (Interpretation from French): MMr. Cﬁairman, 1 just want
to know if, in the opinion of the Brother, Nazareth also should be considered as a

special Holy Place,in the same way as the Holy Places in Jerusal=m or Bethlehem;
or wheth?r Nazeyeth could be counted as a Holy Place respectel, ~f course,witha
little less status ouo than Jerusalem and Bethlehem,

‘Brother BONAVENTURE: In other words, a2 second "enclave!?

' Hr. ENTEZAM (Iran): Yes.

Brother BONAvNTURE: Vhen we begin to increase "enclaves" we are getting
/into ‘more

Y U Y TRy | g Ny
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into more difficulty, I should ﬁnégine.

Mr, HOOD (Australia): I-\rould‘t‘.he Brother explain why, i f there is clear
recognition of the existing titles by any new administration here of a futurs
government, there should at the same time be any necessity for a special commission
of fhe nature which you proposed in the papel:‘ here?

Brother BONAVENTURE: Oh;, this Conmission proposigdlhere would noﬁ go into the
a.c"cual legality of the places., This Commission would in a .sense, ensure free -
acé.ess and unhampered conductiné of religious services after the state is

established because, if, as it says here, a non-Christian Government would be
T : B P e e e L

H

tis rather far-fetched to expect a non-Christian Government to

7 established, it

| ¥ give sympathetic aid, consideration, or evaluation of these Holy Haces, Therefore,

i .
to ensure the free access, and that ﬁnhampered religious services may be conducted,
this commission should be established, .It ic not intended that this commission

should go into the past history or legality of these places, but to see that the
religious conducting of the services is continued smoothly and to avoid'any friction
that might possibly result.
Mr, HOOD (Australia): Is there any special significance in the use of the
word "juridical’?
Brother BONAVENTURE: Well, juridical is understood in this sense-~that we
can have recourse to this commission, and that the commission can do something about
"N\it. Otherwise, the body would not be effective,
' CHATRMAN: Would it have the cheracter of ‘an arbitration court?
Brother BONAVENTURE: I should imsgine that in drawing up this commission
there should be some arrangement made between the commission and the existing
goverﬁment that in the eventuality of any serious difficulty some court be
established. There are many shrines involved, and that would be most helpful,

/ Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): I might inform you, Hr. Chéiman; that in India,

© in Madras and in the Punjeb there are tribunals to protect the rights of the Sikhs

\in the Punjab and of the Temple of Madras, I am iisting them f or you, &and that

legislation, if it is known, may be of some use to yoﬁ when we are deliberating on

g /yes, if need

e

that question, \(,-
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CHAIRMAN: Yes, if need be we shall address ourselves to you then.

¥r. FABREGAT (Uruguay) (Interpretation from Spanish): Do you consider it to
be in the interest of Christianity that all the Holy Flaces and Sanctuaries should
be maintained under a special Jurisdiction?

Brother BONAVENTURE: Ina non-Christian govermment I would say offhand, yes,

Mr, FABREG:T (Uruguay): Would this special jurisdiction also enter the
civil jurisdiction or would it be only religious?

Brother BuNAVENTULE: Well, that is beyond the competence of my authority
to speak on that because we are entering into the rights of the Christian
minorities, and I am not qualified to give any answer fo that,

CHAIRMAN: Anéther question. ‘Jould this commission have Jurisdiction in

the status cquo question?

Broﬁher BONAVENTUrE: I should imagine so, yes.

CHA%RMAN: To maintain the status quoe?

Brother BONAVELTURE: Not to make changes, but possibly to look into the
original claims. Thet could be done in due time, considerately, and it might be
most helpful, .

Mr. Garcia S.LAZAR {Peru): I understand thst the Holy Places were in rormer
times under the protection of some Christian country, France or Spain. Is it
your idea to replace that protection by a2 commission.

Brother BONAVENTURE: That is practically the idea,

Mr. Garcia SALAZAR (Peru): There those ..estern countries would be
represented?

Brother BUNAVENTURE: Ixcept that inthe case of the Catholic country--
which was the protecting power you referred to-—the arrangement was solely in
the Catholic interests., ihereas, this Commission would be for all the shrines,
whether held by Catholics or non-~Catholics,

lir. Garcia S. 'ZAR (Peru): And.that commi.sion would not, of course,
be entitled to any civil jurisdiction, as those powers were not entitled to it?

Brother BONAVENTU..:; No.
/¥r. Garcia SALAZAR

l’ g _ -
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lir. Garcia SALAZAR (Peru): But it is only toreplace ono authority with another;
is that true? '

‘Brother BULNAVENTURE: To a certain extent, yes.

Hr., BLOM (Netherlands): Inthis memandum we re.d that the Roman Catholic
Church has exclusive jurisdiction over more than forty-five Holy Places, joint

proprietorship with other religious communities, and some other cases. Are there
many iiore Christian Holy Places entirely outside your jurisdiction?

| Brother BONAVENTURE: Yes, yes, there are places that do not come within
our jurisdiction. First I spcak of the exclusive jurisdiction which we have; and
then of the partial jurisdiction, Vhere we have no jurisdicticn, we cannot talk
about’ that,

Mr, BLOM (Netherlands): Are there many Christian Ho}y Places where you have
no jurisdictioné '

Brother BONAViNTURE: Yes, yes, but they are very few,

¥Mr, BLOH {(Netherlands): Could we in one way or anofher obtain a list of
those Holy Places from you, also? | ,

Brother BONAVENTURE: Certainly. I have already promised the pommittee to
send in a copy of the lloly Places that we have under our exclusive jurisdiction
and of %hose under partial jurisdicction,

lir, BLOK (Netherlands): But I am just now referring to the Holy Places where
you have no Jjurisdiction.

Mr, FABREGAT (Uruguay): All the Holy Places.

Brother BONAVENTURE: Yes, that list can easily be drawn up, Drawing up the

list is not difficult, but the question is whether it would be feasible to draw up

those shrines because then we gel once again into the question of the stitus guo,
CHATRMAN: Do you mean that we ought to address ourselves to the other
Christian communities to get the list of places under their jurisdiction?
Brpther BONAVENTURE: Well; that is not up to me to decide, If you wish to
get it fromthe other communities--from the Catholic standpoint we will present the

'~ Catholic sirines, My point is, what would be ﬁhe point in enumerating shrines which

‘\K/ : fue de
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come then into the question of the status quo,
/L{} Mir. BLOM (Netherlands): I am not asking why there is no juris- -~
/ diction in the Roman Catholic'Church over such shriges but just a
1ist: of which Holy Places are under the jurisdiction of the Roman
Catholic Church, partly or entirely, and which are not. Of course it

is possible to get a list from other sources, but I am just drawing

the attention to the fact that we should try to get a complete list,

/CHAIRMA
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CHAIRMAN: Would you draw up as complete a list as you can?.

Brother BONAVENTURE: Yes, certainly, '

Mr, BLOM (Netherlands): In this memorandum it is recommended that
there should be some guarantees in some way or another, especially where
there may be a future non-Christian Government, Could v'the Réverend Féther
tell us whether, under Turk{l/gh rule when there was a non-Christial:x Covernment,
there were any practical difficulties in this connection which are not
existing now? |

Brother BONAVENTURE: For that reason we had the prot;action of the Western
Powers. Under the Turkish regime, it was F-r‘a/nce who acted as the protecting
power of the Catholic rights, If there is a protecting power, that means
there are difficulties that arise, Otherwise, you doc not need protection.

And difficulties did arise,

Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia): I was interested in this list of
Holy Places which are considered as such by the Roman Catholics and are not
under the jurisdietion of Roman Catholics. I think there is no difficulty
in getting such a 1ist.

CHAIRMAN: The Reverehd Father seems to think that it would be possible
to draw up such a list,

Brother BONAVENTURE: Certainly it is péssible to draw it up, but not
in contentious matters, though we are ineluding this in the presentation ef
our memorandum, We are not claiming them. That is the reason why, at first,
I did not wish to include them, I did not wish to bring a contentious question
into the memorandum by including shrines.we do not have. It may be thought
that we were trying to obtain these shrines by virtue of this memorandum,

That is what Iwas trying to avoid.

CHAIRMAN: Then the list will be drawn up so that you will indicate the

shrings under your entire jurisdiction, further, the shrines partially under your
jurisdiction, amd finally, the shrines outside of your jurisdiction, over whish

you have no jurisdiction,

!ﬁ [ \ /Brother

PR
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Brother BON\VENTURE: 12 you desire, Mr. Chairman.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): If a note is made against the shrines about
!
which there is any contention, it will be better.

CHATRMAN: Can you also indicate the shrines in regard to which ther
is a contention or a dispute?

Brother BON.ﬁVENTURE: Yes, certainly.

CHAIRMAN: Then we shall expect this list,

fre there any other questions?

Then it remains for me to thank you, Reverend Father.

1 Brotler BONAVENTURE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee
[
J

/ for your kind attention.

’re you appearing also with the Sepharddi?

S T CHATRMAN:
Brother BON'VENTURE: No, this will be my one and only appearance.

A}

Hearing of Representatives of the Sepharadi Community.

(M this point, tle representatives of the Sepharadi Community took their
seats at the table.)

CHAIRMAN: Will you, Mr, Eliachar, present the delegates .0 us?

Mr., ELI:CH’R: May I present His Eminence the Chief Rabbi in his capacity
as the highest religious authority of the Sepharadi Jewish world., He is the -
recognized rgligious head of tne Spanish, Portuguese and Oriental Jews through-
out the world. Heh eads this delegation. Mr., Elmaleh is the head of the
Moroccan Commmity in Palestine. He was a member of the Jerusalem Municipality,

" of the Jewish Council, and he has had many other positions, His profession is
a journalist and a writer. Mr, Sassoon is a lawyer and the President of the
Iragi-Jewish Community in Palestine. I represent the Sepharagii Community of
Jerusalem and Palestine. |

CHAIRM/N: ‘nd the ladies we see here?

Mr. ELT .CH*R: They are members of the Community, part ard parcel of us
who are interested, every one' of them, in a different sector of the report
ad evidence we are going to submit to the Commission.

/CHAIRMAN
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CHA®IRMAN: Who is going to speak first?

Mr. ELI\CHAR: His Eminence, the Chief Rabbi, will make an introductory
gpeech. Then I will give you my evidence. Should you care to do so
afterwards, you can hear special notes on various Eastern countries and
special notes on Iraq. Or, you may ask questions and Mr, Elmaleh will answer
those dealing with ail \rab countries from Morocco down to Yemen. Mr. Sassoon
will epscifically answer questions about Iraq., Mr. Elmaleh ard I can als'c’>
answer on local questions. _

CHMIRMAN: Then I call c¢n His Eminence, Chief Rabbi Ben Zion Ouziel,

(Chief Rabbi BEN ZION OUZIEL spoke in Hebrew, and the translation of his
remarks is as follows:)

I have the mrivilege of appearing before you again, accompanied this
time by the representatives of the Sepharadi Community. The Sepharadi Jews
are the of f-spring of the remnants of those Jews who never left Eretz Icrael
and those of the remnants of the Spanish expulsion who were the pioneers
in the resettlement of Palestine, Resettlement of Jerlﬁailem commenced
some 700 years ago by Rabbi Moshe l§a:rNahmani, in whose steps followed settlers
from Spain to Sagéd and the Galilee,

Our appearance today has the object of presenting to you our evidence
as to conditions under which our brethren in the Jriental countries are
living. Their immediate future is a matter of deepest concern to us
following upon the events both open and overt that take place there and
endanger their future. The eyes and hopes of these unfortunate people are
turned to the land of their fore-fathers for safe refuge. Will all their
home-coming brethren they wish to rebuild their homeland and make it bloom
by thke labours of their seat in peace and goodwill with all peoples living
therein and with whom we expect and hope to work hand in hand sov that the

blessings of the Almighty shall shine on our joint labours for the good of

2ll the inhabitants of Eretz Israel.

Mr. ®IACTE
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Mr. ELT*CH*R: Mr, Chairman and honourable Members of the Committee:

We thank you for granting us this hearing in camera. Not that we have
anything to say that we would not like everybody to know, but for fear that
this may endager the position -f owr brethren in the —W, as we
shall exnlain further.

The Sevharadi and the Oriental Jews are an integral part . the Jewish
People, The differences are those created by different environments, habits
ard the use of slightly dif erent Prayer Beoks and rituals.

"Sepharadi' means a descendant of Jews from Spain and Furtugal, as against
hshkenazi, a descendant from Jews of Germany and Central Europe. The
denomination Sepharadi includes all Jews using the same Prayer Books and
followinr the same rituals; therefore it includes a.li Jews of thke Oriental
ard Middle Eastern countries.

In Palestine, Awith the revival of Eebrew, these differences are
gradu:i'lly diéaomeaying and one nation, with one religion and the same ideals
and asnmirations is gmowing.

ts wou have been told already, gentlemen, Jews resided in Palestine
wit hout interru*ﬁtion ever since the dispersion by the Rcmans. The most
ancient community is that of the Oriental Jews wio hever left Palestine
or the Middle Eastern vcouritries, and they were followsed by the Spanish
Jews returnin~ here ifter the exoulsion from Spain in .lL;92. Our Community,
which we havetre honour to rerresent today, was organised and has continued
to exist since 1276, without interruption.; We number, in Jerusalem, over
50,000 Jews of the Oriental Communities., Our number exceeds 160,000, or
prubably more than one--qual;ter of the entire Jewiéh Yishuv. Jerusalein

——l
has always had a majorilt,’-r «f Jews., We 1&0u1d 1ike to stress this point. Before
the British an® .llied occupatjon .:f the Middle East, this entire arca was Aunfier
W and domination. It apvears that i%"3 point has not been made clear
to you. We want to insist on this point; that ﬁhis »:35 a territory, togsther with
all the other Middle Eastern countries which ars ncw called irab countries, Arab

- /independert
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independent states, which for: hundreds of years was under Turkish domination,
and there were no so-called indepencient states before the occumtion of the
Middle East by ithe British ard their Allies sometime in 1916 ard afterwards.
Jew and Arab alike were subjected to the iron fist of the furk. DNone had any
advantage over the other, except the adwantages granted by Moslem law to Moslems
over the infidels. Jews of Turkish nationality were allowed to move about
freely, to settle anywhere they liked, to buy land wherever they vnleased, Im-
migration from outside the Turkish Empire was regulated, but illegza: immigra-
tion was flourishing. The only dif ference with press=nt times was that no
immigrant wis expelled once he had entéred Pale stine and no British fleet or
Turkish fleet took them to British concentration camps in Cyprus, with all
Te—

tle ensuing misery and suffering.

Arab-Jewish relations were good in th: social ard economic fields.
They traded freely together, they met socially, and Jewish schools were attended
by the upper classes of the Arabs. I have myself studied with many of the
present day Arab leaders in Palestine and abroad, and many are still my best
friends. %le were comrades in arms during the first war, and better friends
it is difficult to find. |

The Turks did not tolerate any disorder. Allow us, gentlemen, to stress
this point with all our might. No disorder prevailed for centuries in this
country, %Whit is the cause? We leave it to you to consider. £, special system
graited foreign protection to certain Christians, Jews, amd even Moslems. Withowt
both these vreventives, the Arab masses, who are generally of a peaceful char-
acter, are, due to thelr illiteracy and fanaticism, easily aroused to bhoodshed,

"rab naticnalism was non-existent, or at least dormant before the

occupation of Palestine. The Balfour Declaration was accepted tacitly

by the Arabs of Palestine. Only outside intriguers aroussd opposition. The
vird of King Hussein and that ~f his son, Emir Feisal, was taken by the Arab
\ —_—

world and the Arabs of Palestine at the time as the final law and therinal word

of law, Bw gracdually oprosiiiicn was organised by the Christian-Moslem “ssociation

i /founded
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founded for this specific purpose in Palestine. The msses of the Arabs were
inflamed on religious grounds, which resulted in the terrible massaéres of gggga,
Hebron, Jerusalem, Safad, Mo:za, and so forth. These massacres were perpetrated
by the /frabs against their erstwhile friends, neighbours, parthers. The Commun-
ity of Hebron, th' most ancient Jewish settlement in Palestine, was thus des-
troyed aml evacuated. I1b remains so until today. A town, a whole Jewish com-
munity in Jerusalem, ~hich had existed fogyzgght or nine centuries without
interruotion, has heen wiped out under British rule. Such a destruction could
not have hapnened to the Jews under .the ?BpKé, particularly since the Govern-
ment was aware that the 'rab masses were being incited ard encouraged by their
leaders to believe that the Government supperted these deeds. "Al Dole Maana"
was the password in those days. .

Many “ravs condemned these murders, Many have resumed their friendly
relations with the Jews, but the fact remsins that no longer can Jews inter-
aingle freely in “rab towns and villages, even if‘they'be of the Oriental
Communities ard of the oldest inhabitants.

On the strengtn of our experience of generations past and of recent

events, we cannot visualize our dependex™» on an Arab State. Our bare lives

will be in danger, and the fate of the Hebrca Community may be ours too.
Without going into the causes wﬁich hawre brought the change of attitude,
we cannot but deplore that nresent day /rab leadership is most extremist and most -
outso-ken as to their intentions. No Jew can depend on the Myfti's goodwill
or that of his lieutenants, Using his religious position and prestige, he has
been callins for massacres of the Jews ever since he -fled to Germany.
May I quote to you a few words from Mr, Crum's book® on this subject.
T imagin= 21l cf you have read it, but I wouldwiike to quote from it.
CHAIRMMI: Not tco leng a quctation.

Mr. ELT.CH*R: No, sir. You can stop me any time you like,

#Bartlev C. Crum: iBehind the Silken Curtain.” (1947).

{///
L5

/The<1941
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"Tn 1941, the Mufti fled to Germany for refuge. He immediately set to
work wi%h all his influence to agitate against ghettoization of the Jews and for
a final seolution: extermination. The result was the third stage of Nagzi
nolicy, the planned destruction of the Jewish race... Instead, he said, they
should be sent to a2 place in which they would be 'under stringent control as,
for instance, Poland'!'., The Mufti's nrotest was successful. No children's
transvort left Bulgaria after July, 1943.

} few weeks later he dispatched a similar letter to the Foreign Minister
of Rumania, concerning-eighteen hundred Jewish children. This time he again
suggested Poland, pointing out that they would be under what he called 'active
supervision', a euphemism for the gas chambers...

. This 'common enemy', of course; was Britgép. He went on to say, !'But
most of all they have definitely solved the Jewish problem.'"

We therefore proclaim before the great nations of the world that no Jew
in Palestine of s ound mind will ever accept being in a minority any longer in
Palestire.

The lrabs of Palestire arermt organised democratically. Their present-
day leaders have never been elected, Self-appointed, they have destroyed
and continte to destroy ahy opposition by gun and dagger. Recent huzders
are an indication of what may be the fate of the Arab opposition unless the

authorities put an end to it,

/ . é ’
(ﬂ ks > /T would
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I would like very much to quote from a little booklet I
have here, published by one of the leaders of the opposition,.
who was murdered in Baghdad, Fakhri Nashashibi. It may take
some time, but I would not like to have you escape from hearing
this, so that you may realiue our position. I have the booklet
here and I will present it to the Committee. In the memorandum
which Fakhri Noshashibi presented to the High Commissioner, he
declares that the ngpiﬁdoes not represent the Arahs of
Palestine. "It will not be an exaggeration if I state that
the leaders who oppose Haj Amin el Husseini and his destructive
ideology represent seventy-five per cent of Arabs with special
interests in Palestine, and those supporting them and their
views exceed half of the Arabs of Palestine. In o;der to
eliminate all opposition within the Arab Community, Haj Amin
destroyed them. During 1937-19389, a hundred Arab leaders and
heads of families were murdered under his direction. Those
who remained alive fied the country. The numbers of heads of
families, tribal chiefs and leaders who were destroyed or left
the country reached 150, He names here the best, the flower
of the youth of the Arabs of Palestine, who were killed. I
shall read only a very few names: Hassan Sidki QggigiJ membe rs
of the R'shg§id Family, Farid Bl-Hamdallah, Abdel Saldm e-

’ v v /

Baingi, Haj Khalil €9hé, Haj El-Hungidi, Haj Ali El-Kﬁazoun,
Nasr Ed-Din, Vice-Mayor of Hebron. This is what he contends
at the/time was called a democratic imposition of the views of
the present #ay leaders of the {Xrabsc

This, coupled with the statements by Cgﬁﬁifgivés you a
correct view of our reasons for objecting to any minority
rééime in Falestine. |

e have not touched upon the Jewish case as a whole. This
has been submitted to you by the Jewish Agency, of which we

/form part

L

)
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form part and parcel. We summarized our position in Palestine
before the British occurmtion.

About one million Jews reside in the various Arab or HMooien
countries. Thelr position is one that requires all your
attention. Their case has been linked to the Palestine problem
by the force of e vents and of thé acts of theiﬁ rulers.

"hilst we deplore the fact that you have not as yet
visited the ".P, -amps in Eurdpe, which would have enlightened
our problem more than any reports and speeches -~ toc many
speeches have been given to you, too meny reports'have he en
submitted to you -- nothing, absolutely nothing will convince
you of the imminence of ths dauger unless you have ceen, as I
have, one misersble day last year, a glimpse of what is
happening in the D.F., Jamps in Burope. To come to Palestiug,
to discuss the Palestine prcblem, to approach it through
books, through reports and speeches will have only tired you.

will have only made vou probably sc tired that you wiil not

4
ot

she real issue of the problem The real

<
-

be able to digest
issue of the problem, Gentlemen, is in the D.P. Camps. I

have had a glimpse of it And, Gentlemen, Members of the
greatest nations representing the ent 1we'fnited worl.d, you
cannot talk abous, you cannot understand the Palestine problen
until you devote a2 few more days of your time -~ all the trash
that has been going on in Palestine, submitting to you words
and words will havé ¢isappeared and vou will see the problem

as

'..l

it iso "hat is Palestine?  What is Zionism? Vhat does

it mean? Thousandsand thousands are looking to you to settle
their means of 1ife, to give a veriict, to approach the yproblem
from the real point of view. Gentlenen, do not rely on any
speeches. Do nct rely cn =y veport reading. Tou cannct
possibly have had tne time even to read the hundreds of pages

/#hich ware

LY
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which were submitted to you. ™e cannot believe that you can

di gest them all. You can digest the whole problem in twenty-
four hours, in one single day, by passing through any concentra=-
tion camp in Europe. I have had the unpleasant position of
being there. I myself hawe never had to suffer. I was born a
freg man in Palestine. For over six hundred years, my family
has resided here, All the time we realized one thing; that
the Jewish problem, even as a Jew coulé see it -~ whether he
~ lives in Yashington, London, the Argentine, Falestine, or any-
‘where else -- is totally dif ferent from what you will see for
yourselves in one day in the D.P. Camps.

There is another thing which you have to see if you want

to appreciaté the problem that is facing you, that is demanding
a solution. These are the ghettoes of the Arab States, of
those independent, sovereign, democratic Memhers of the United

- Nations. The gﬁettoes in these Arab States, in the Yemen, in

>

Iraq, in Damascus -~ if you will visit any of them; all the
reports, afi our speeches, all our proofs as to whether such
"and such é prophet was born on such and suwh a day, all that
will have vanished and you will face the problem of humanity
in the raw demanding a solution.

It is through vou that we are in duty bound to sound the
alarm-and call upon the human conscience of the world to take
stock before it is too late. ™hat has happened under the Nazi
-régime in the West may hapﬁen under the rule of certain Govern-
ments, Members of the United Nations Organization. Many'
hundreds of thousands of Jews look up to you, Honourable
‘Gentlemen, to prevent a repetition of massacres such as those
in’Ba%?éad under Rashid Ali, when hundreds were killed, or in
Tripo%}égnia‘under the British flag of occupation, where 120
men; women and children were brutally butchered. It is an open

Q?'/

/secret that
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secret that the Arab League and the Arab Government consider

the Jews in their realms as hostages for the Palestine
problem. They have declared this openly., If you require
any evidence, we have the evidence with us. “le do not

want to take too much of your time, but if you want any
evidence on these statements made by the Arab League, made
by various governments, made by Dr. Jamali, the Foreign
Minister of Iraq, we are ready to give them. Jew-hatred and
Jew-baiting is growing daily in almost all Arab countries.
"hat has happened once in Bagid/d, iz T{igg}ipgg?a, Urfa,

the boundary of Sxyia and Tuﬁ%ey where a whole family was
massacred overnight, in E%ypt, vhat happened on 2nd November,
1945, Balfour Declaration Day, mav happen again with increased
violence.

So-called democratic countries, Members of the United
Nations, sitting with you are induiging in racial disirimina-
tion bearing the seeds of unrest, mel treatment and eventual
massacres.

Gradually and methcdically the Jews in Iraq, in Syria,
in LeEanon,.in Egypt, are being subjected to a special
treatment which is enforced administratively but cannot be
traced in legal documentation.

Threats to individu2ls are a daily occurrence.

A strait-jacket is tightening on Jews there in their
economic life. Any Jewish-Hebrew culture is objected to.
Any connection with Jewish Palestine is discouraged.
Obstacles and difficulties are placed in the way of all Jews
desirous to visit Falestine for any reason. Passports are
marked "Not valid for Talestine™. All Iraqian Jews are held
prisoners and my seldom leave Iraq and only against heavy
cash deposits. Jews of all natiomalities - American,

y] o /British or any
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Bfitish or any other « cannot cinss Iraé even in transit and
no transit visas are granted to Jews by any State Hembers
of the Arab L?ague except under great pressure. DHecently
all transit/zéods to Iraq via Palestin? has been of ficially
prohibited, sc as to tighten the boxcott against Palestine
Jews. Y

Racial economic bovcott, supprosed to be condemued by

the Atlantic Charter, is openly declared and enforced by all
Arab St@pes against Jewish Palestine. Notices to this effect |
can be seen exhihited at certain customs stations. It is a
continual cause of amazement that this cohtinues to be
tolerated to this day by the “andagcr who is supposed to
protect our interests, and by the United Nations, who have /
.accepted the Eggz*ﬁiiii?3i°

Heavy penalties are imposed unen Jews trving to leawve
Syrié for Pulestine, ard should anyone succeed in escaping,
hfg’reiatives ~eft vehind are persecuted and impriscned.
That these anti-Jewish cawpaigns havwe reached alarming
proportions is evidenced by the recent broadcasts of Premier
Nokrashy of Ezypt ond Dr. Resep Peker, Prem%er of Turkey,
appealing to their peopies for moderation. e have referred
to Iraq, Syria and Egypt. Conditions in the Yemen,
Afghanistan, Trigpigéanip and elsevhere are incomparably
worse. in Afghanistan there is terrc..

Mr. Chalrman, a7 this point I want to make a special

'
D)

appeal to one of the Momhers of the Committee. Over 280

refugees from Afghanistan arve living in Iégia. They have run
away for their skins and lives. They are aot peruitted to
reégin in India for longer than six wmonths at a time. Thanks
to all sorts cf interventicn, India granted them an extra

six months. These six mouths arc nearly over. 'fay we appeal

- /%o the Indian
!/ i
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to the Indian representative that to this small case of 280

Jews, human beings - if you tickkle them, they laugh, if you
wailing

prick them, they cry - who are sitting there in India/ for a
decision ad to where to go. 1In Ing}a they cannot remain;
to Afghan@%tan they will not rsturn because if they return

to Afghanistan they will be murd:ved. To Palestine they cane

not come. "e do not know where to send our brethren from
Afghanistan. May I appeal to you, Sir Abdur Rahman, to
appeal to your Government to he lenient, to retain thenm
there and not force them to go hack to their territory, to
their own country of crigin where their lives are endangered,
until such time as we may have an opportunity to find o
refuge for them, in the only place and the only country in
the world which is ready, a2s far as their co~religionists
are concerned, ,to receive them.

About Yegﬁn I am not ~oing to speak. This is something
from the ™iddle Ages. I acdvise the -lemhers of this Committee

only to note the Arab-Christian writer's book, Amin El Rih}a.nio

If vou read only » few pages of that book, I do nct think that
any man who belisves that he was born 2 man can stand and
tolerate, in the twentieth century, such treatment of mar by
man. ‘

Conditions in TonJcco, Algg%ia and Tqﬁgs are now detzrio-
rating due to anti-French feelings growing high, and as usual
the Jew is the first to suffer. In many countries, such as
Qg%pt; xenophobia is the hasis of all these events and moods,
but the Jews - the usual scapegoats - with no rower to back
them, will have to pay for the lot.

Rel igious *fanaticism, couples with national chauvinism
and mass ignorance, are fraught with dangers, particularly
since an anti-Jewish campaign is kert ablaze everywhere uader

/ . . .
A Janti+-Zionist
V-
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anti~Zionist pretences.

If the Jewish communities in all the ccuntries referred
to cannot come forward and make their own statements to you,
if those communities denounce 21l our evidence, we rely on
your Jjudgment to realize that they cannot do otherwise. J§ is
sufficient tq read Crum's statement)fbout the evidence given
by the Dama 4;; Jews bhefore the Aﬁ}lé-ﬁmerican Covuittee. They

were granted twenty-five minutes. They spoke for forty-fire

seconds. That was enough.

We are entitled to speak for them because of ow direst
connection and kinship as well as our relative security.
Furthermore, the présence of His Eminence, the Chief Rabbi =
the recognizgd highest religious authority of Sepharadi Jewry
throughoup the world, 2s -his title FIRST IN ZION denotes - may
suffice tc bear evidence of our grave forebodings. Our numbers
in Palestine are gradually and regularly increasing by immi-
gration from those ccocuntries in the face of all obstacles,
dangers and risks for the immigrants themselves and for their
relatives and friends remaining behind. Suffice it to note
that the Community of Damascus, which numbe red a bout 20,000
before the First World ™ar, now numbers not more than 2,000
souls, most of them having reached Palestine.

Another illustration is the 'illegal!boat, among so many
illegal bonts, named after our great Zionist of 700 years ago
from Spain, th2 famcus recognized writer-post and philosopher

of the Arab world as well as the Jewish world, Yehouda Halevi.

maann S

That boat carried 350 passengers from North Africa, from

»

Trlpo&;tanlan and Tunisian soil. There are no persecutions yet

v’

in North Africa, but if 350 souls, 350 men dare risk and ven=-

ture all the difficulties entailed to sail, packed in those

small boats and leave that country when they know they will’be
' /intercepted

—
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intercept ed by the strongest fleet in Europe aﬁd they will he
sent to concentration camps in Cyprus, when they know that in
Cyprus they will not know how long they will remain there,
you cannot find in any country 350 men, of any religion,
ready to leave and embark upon such 2 dreadful adventure
unless they f ear that their lives and skin are in danger.
This is not propagarsi. You have to see thocm to realize
that it is not propaganda paid by the Jewish agency or anyone
¢lse. 1f people dare risk sailing in an unseawcith¥ ship,
crowded as they are, and finishing in Cyprus, it is because
- they are afraid fhat what harpened in Tripolitania will
——
happen to them tomorrow. And they are ready to leave any-
where, naked, leaving everything behind, provided their
brethren sympathize here, where they can live as men, as other
men und er the sun.

Having been born in Oriental countries, knowing their
customs and languages, thair mode of life and their ethics,
the Saphafagim are called upon to play a greater role in the
establishment of harmony and peace throushout the 77 lie
Eastern countries, provided the United Nations Organization
is strong enouzh to impose upon all their members to enforce

the tenets of real and true democracy, the %ens%s of the

Atlantic Charter and the practice of the FWour Freedoms.

U

"ost of the 4Arab countries, with the exception of §§ypt,
are underpopulated. No Arab country is in a position alog;
to put to gcod use the extensive afens allccated to them so
very generously by the victors of the First “J’orld.War°

It is hizh time that the wrongs done to Judaism in the
"'est be somewhat r-2paired hy the assistance required to
establish a haven of refuge for them in their natiocnal and

historical cradle. The more so, before more and irreparable

‘} Li ‘ /wrong is
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wronz is done to the Jews of the East by the Arab rulers.

For these and many more reasons given to you by the
official spékesmen of the Jewish people, it is imperative that
the gates of Palestine be thrown open to receive not only
those who escaped the Hitlerite crematoria, hut alss for those
in iminent danger for theirXives in certain countries of the
Middle East. Oriemtml Jewish immigration into Palestine will
not alter the number of Jews in the Middle East. To helieve
Fadil Jamali, the present Foreign "inister -of Iraq, any satis-
factory solution in Palestine will be revengecd upon the Jews
in the Arab countries. ¥e shall produce evidence to you on
thié if it is reouired.

Our present position in Palestine is degrading. From
free citizens we were turned -~ I am speaking of the Jewish
population of this country -- into second-rate citizens by

the White Paper of 1939, and this, against all provisions of

the Mandate and contrary to our own status under Turkish law.
There ére.EESEEENEEEE? established hy the MMandatory; these
were open to us before the British occupation. Such is
Transjor@gg, such are other zones in Palestine itself, details
of which were given t ¢ you by our official swnokesmen.

Againsﬁ such discriminations we protest. Against discri-
mination in EEEEE}QQAEG protest. ™e are not rich., Someone in
this Committee mentioned thatwe are rich. "e are not rich.

This is a2 fallacy. May I ventureAto invite you to visit some
of our nuaftérs a few hundred yards ffom Kadimah, your present
'résidence.

CHAIRMAN: I must femind vou that our time is rather short,
and I would renuest yout o omit things which are not of primary
importance. lr such an expréssion has béen used, I do not think
you need to refute it.

Mr. ELTACHAR: "lay I invite you to visit these quarters to
give youan idea of our street urchins, our slums, our

— — /overcrowded

/
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overcrowded families, which area flat denial 'of‘ the myth of
our riches. |
The “"andat e declared a Commonwéalth for the Jews. May I
ask that you glance over this hooklet containing the signa-

tures of twenty-two lembers of the Privy Counc il, seventy-four
Members 6f'Parliamaqt and scores of other dignitaries, all of
whom concorded in 1919 that a Jewish Commonweaith Shéil be
estahlished in Palestire . . |

Allow me to make a parenthesis: ™hilst political riéﬁts
of the Jews in Palestiné are to he protected under the
Preamble of the fTandate, only civil and religious rights of
the non-Jews in Palestine are safegﬁarded. This certaihly
~is no ohiésion, and clearly establishes the .intentions of the
Yembers of the League of Nations in this matter. |

Summarising the picture, we now see with grave apprehen-
sion that with t he tacit consen: of the Governments that could
prevent it, men such as the lgﬁg; in Cairo, Yupis El Bgﬁfl in
Trans jordan, Raschid Qﬁl in Baghdad, Anton Safde in the Lebanon,
Knwkaji in Syria, Drause in Dama scus #re helping to shape the
future. Does it surprise you if we are worried?

We therefore apreal to you for an equitable solutioh on.
the lines claimed by our of f'-"~1 spokesmen.

As the indigenous poru’ .. 2 of Talestine, we demand the
restitution of our rights, che abolition éf the “hite Paper of
1939 and all it stands for and the opehing bf the gates to ail
Jews in need of é home, whether from East or "est. Not wanted
anywhere - uvndesirables everywhere - tho germ of restlessness
and despair is eating us up root and branch.

To impose upon Palestlne a. perwanent Jew1sh minority is to

add insult to 1n3ury. Knowing what we have to .expect under

/Arab rule

e e
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Arab rule, we cann’ . declare to you that, one and all,
we shall he faced with Samson'’s desperation.

The.courageous.establishment of a haven of refuge for the

most persecuted people since man was created may bring peace
to this country, to the !M:ddle East and to the world, in colla=-

boration with all cur C.2'te and Arab brethren.

Honourable 'embers of this Committee, representatives of
great naticns, millions upon millions are awaiting your verdict;
for the sake of humanity, d o not let us despair of humanity.

CHAIR'MAN: I thank you. I suppose you have given us the
general picture now, and that the following gentiemen can be
ouite short? We were supposed to begin our public hearing
already at 10G:30, and therefore we shall have to limit the
time of speech for the following gentlemen at the most to five
minv es for each.

"r. ELTACHAR: There is only Mr. Elmaleh to speak in
French, just a few words, 2nd Mr. Sasson. e

(Mr. Eimalinoh spoke in French, of which the following is
a translation). '

My, EL’ALEH: ""r, Chairman, I shall request your
permission to speak in French as I have a better knowledge of
that language than of English.

I have not much to add to the brilliant statement deli-
vered by my frienmd, Mr. Eliashar. ZPerhaps some may cdnsider
the picture he has drawn somewhat exaggerated,Aand yet <
believe that he has not told all there is to be told.

There is a proverb which says: "Al} that gliiters is not
gold™. As you examine the situation of our coreligionists in
- the couhtries he has descrihed, you may perhaps think they are
living in countries with a constitution. Unfbrﬁunately, the

constitution applies only to some of the people. In these

— /countries
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countriss the Jows sre considered =zn inferior race,

In these countries, our coreligionists live like "marane".
No d oubt you know what "marane" are: they are people who have
certain convictions but are obliged to show other sentiments,
Such is the case with our coreligionists in all these countries
which "r. Eliashar has described to you; and concerning which
I shall not say anything further.

No doubt the Governments of the countries in question will
tell you that the Isrealites enjoy full rights. That is not
true. You need only take a lonk at these countries, and if
you visit them you will be ble to see the true situation for
yourselves. The Isrealites of the ggﬁgg are slaves. The
orphan children are taken by the Government and brought up
according to a law which 1s not their own,

A1l these Isrealites are devoted to Zion and all those
who may tell you that there is a di fference between Jews and
Zionists are not telling the truth. & devout psrson prays
three times a day, saying: "If I forget thee, C Jerusalem, let
my right hand wither.®

In 1920, I was deputed to help my friends the Tsrgalites

of Syria when the Crane delegation went to that country. As un

indication of the feelings of these Isrealites, I shall just

read you a short memorandum which the Isrealites of Syryia sube-

mitted to that Commission. The Isrealites of Aleppo said:

"In our daily prayers, in every manifestation of
our life, in regard to all the happy and unhappy events
of our existence, we repeat these significant words,
which are sacred to us, which are full of bitterness but
at: the same time pregnant with hope: "If I forget thee,
O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither.,"

"This prescrirtion, which is almost a ritual,
instituted hy our ancestors in the days when they were
tcrn from the soil which they had sprinkled with their
blood, has heen transmitted from father to son. Ve
piously preserve it and repeat it in every circumstance
of Ilf3,

,7 »{ /Our profound
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Our profound lcove for this promised land, our un-
swerving devotion to Palestine - I am guoting the
Isrealites of Syria - our hope of returning to the land
of our fathers, which is so dear to us: all these
feelings are alive in our hearts. Yes, Palestine is
the country of our ancestors; history is there to
rrove it.

To attain this happiness for which we have longed
without ceasing and which we have never ceased to claim
as our right, we are waiting for the “lessiah who will
come to reestnblish i in this dear country."
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Is.the Messizh in this instance incarnate in the person of Lord Balfour,
Presidéﬁt Wilson or Mr. Pichon? We telieve so, or rather circumstances lead us
to think so,

-Qur aspirations are not unknown to you. Permit us to remind you of them,

After the triumph of justice, right and libertv over force, violence and
barbarism, the Enﬁente restored freedom to the whole world, and especially to
the oppresséd nations, thus permitting their unrestricted political, civil and
economic development, Amongst the oppressed nations we may cite the nation
which has undergone the greatest trial in its valiant past and its heroic
history: the Jewish people who for two thousand years have been obliged to
wander homeless throughout the whole world, seeking rsfuge everywhere and but
rarely finding é country which would open its doors to them,

. There is only one way to mzke reparation for these thousands of years of ine
Jjustice: to grant the Israelites a national home vhere they can develop all
thelr moral and intellectual faculties,

There was general rejoicing amongst. the Jews throughout the world at the
announcement of LQrd—Balﬁauzl&_@gg}gng}gglhon 2 November 1917, which promised
the Israelites a home in Palestine.

I do not wish to dilate on this matter, Since then, there has not been
any change in the situation; the Israelites thfoughout the whcle world long
for Palestine, as my colleague Mr, Eliashar has said.

The Community of Damasftus, which numbered eight thousand several years ago,
now numbers only two thousand., They have all come to Palestine, for Lure
dwell thelr future and their hopes; here their national life will be reviwved
and here a nation will be reborn. Here and only here will the Israelite who
has bowed beneath the yoke of captivity and of the Diaspora ralse his hesad and
body again, to live as a free Israelite and to rebuild his national home; as
all the other'nations have done,

t is for you, Mr, Chairman, and you, Gentlemen, the reprccentatives of
the United Nations, to make the final decision. You will ihan have done this
nation a great service. To a nation without a country you will restore a

country without a nation.

-

JCHAIRMAN: -

4.««"
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CHAIRMiN: T now call upon bir. Sasson:

ir, SASSON: I will try to be very short. I am going to speak to you
about something that is a historical miracle. There is no parallel to it in
our civilisation, that is, our wsstern civilisation, but there may be a
parallel to it in India and in China, dnd so on. In our civilisation there
is no parallel to the community to which I have the henour to belong, and that
is the Babylonian community. Now, among the concentration camps that you have
no doubt been told about, there is one very big omission, and that concentra-
tion camp isthe City of the Arabian Nights, Ba;h ad. It is one big concentra-
tion camp, Mr, Chailrman. No Jew can come out of there and no Jew can go into
it unless a huge sum of money is either deposited or paid in various ways. If
you do not believe me, send your secretary to the %raqian Consulate, a stone's
throw away;, and say that a Jew wants to go to I{;@, or that a Jew wants to come
out of Iraq, and then you will see the answer. Now, you will say, no doubt,
there are Jews from Iraq, everywhere you go you see them. There are a few Jews
wno can afford to pay the encimous deposits in money, thousands of pounds - ;
think that if you have the seme amount of thousands of pounds, any Jew from any
concentration camp can get out of Europe and find his way to Palestine,

I would ask you or one of your colleagues or one of your secretaries to
go disguised like Haroun Al Raschid to his old capital, that is, Baghdad, and
you will see for yourself.

Now, who are these Babylonian Jews? Who are they? Mr. Eliachar told ué
that his connection with Palestine is some 600 :» 700 years old, Our connection A
with Iraq is 4,000 years old. We know, we clgim, and our Arab friends admit,
that we are descended from Abraham. Sir Abdur Rahmen mede that quite clear.
ind Abraham? Who is Abraham? Abraham was a prince, and he came from the Land
of Ur. Where is the Land of Ur? It is on the fringe of the decert between the
present Arabia and the Persian Gulf. And he answered what he considered to be
the Call. He was respected;, and he took his wife and family and came to what he
considered to be the Country of Promise, and he came here. So that we originate

~ /

/in this part



in this part of the world. We are not here n sufferance, We do not thank

anyoody for beirg here, and we dc not have to apologize to anybedy for being

in this part of the world., We were born here L, 000 years ago.
Now in due course Abraham settled hesre. The Almishiy blessed him, and
you know it all from the gloricus pagss of the Bible, what happensd. In due

bout 6C0 B.C. the Babylonians,

o

course a kingdom was established here, and
that is, the pvredecesscrs of the Persian Empire, the Babylcnien Empire

R . 1 . . . .
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the King and the Pri to Bzbylon. They wers
stunned, and of this you have beentcld, But certaln proghcts coame and gave
them heart. They said "that is the will of God. Bulld cities and live in
them". ind they tock the nrephetst werds and bullt the city of Tel-Aviv --

nct the Tel-Aviv w2 have here near Jarffa, but the first Tel-iviv, and thot is
in Irag. That was 2,50C veaps ago. These pecple have remained there sver
since; cf that thers 1e no muestion Leok up eay history Lok written by
anyone and wvou will see thst it is z fact. TFor 2,500 yer»s this cumnunity has
ccntinued absolubely uninterructedly, withouh sny chanze 1n either rali~ion or

morals cr in outlool. I do not believe thet in cuwy Western civilization there

is such 2 community:; I do not know of such & ona. They have contin..d For
those years and Lhcv remained there until the khoslem ceuguest- When that greal

)

Moslem warri r, laroun-el-Raeald; ceme and conquered Irag for ths loslewms; he

etlum
was meS by a coamunllty, all of whom had older dameent thon the oldest famciy

in England tcday - those people whn pride thermselves on having come cover with

William tke Conquercr. UTvea the family of L, Churchill has not been a

thousand years in BEngiland. Dut ths dows who wevc in Iraq when the Loslcms
came were there cver a thoussnd yvears, and I thias that cntitled the Jews to

believe they were in the couniry as of right.

conauerors sand, you acknowlaodge ovr sapre-

But what happsned? The

_macy and we will coenfirm you in your rights  And the Jews had no chcice bul,
to say: ALl 1ight, you are the conquerors; we give you fealty: we bow the knee:

=f thet I may have o go tack

you rake the tercs. nﬂu they 2id. Ao &

a little, o
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.During this thousand years before the Arab connuest, the Jews of -Abraham,
of Iraq, produced marvellous brophe£s, who have written poetry which you,; Mr.:
Chairman, and your friends round the table from time to time regd, and they
pledged themselves in these immortal words: "If I fbrget‘Theé; Jerusalem, let -
my right hand forget its cumningaﬁ That is not only said three times a day;
-it is said six times a day -.three times at prayers, and every'bime we eat a
Iioce of bread and take a glass of'water we pray for the peéée and»prosperity
of Jerusalem, This community having been there for so many years, they do the
sﬁme thing to this day. ~

And when they die, how do they get buried? They ge£ buried facing
Jerusalem, so that if “they cannot be buried in Jerusalem; the& will be ready.

What I want to tell you is this, that this community which is so old has
still zema;ned loyal to its'own‘ideals and to its ownr ideas, and has remalined
so continuously, without interruption until the last few years. It is a
éuestion of tens of years. As you know, the Babylonian Empire gave way to the
Péréian Empire, and the Persian Empire to the Greek Empire, and the Greek Empirg
to tﬁe Roman Empire, and in due course, to the Arab Empire and to the Turkish
Empire. And then in the course of time, in God!s good day, the British came,
and, together with the Arabs, both Christian and Moslem, the Jews of Iraq
weléoﬁed the British because by that time the echoes of “the French Revolution,
with its message of liberty, fraternity, equality, had begun to come in, and
they thought and believed that the British brought ‘these three qualities with
their Army. As a matter of fact, everything was very nice, and because the
Jews had always given a great deal of their time to:learning, ﬁhey Qere the
literate part of the population; and you will find until this dayithat they
know how to read and write - the most ignorant of them; the men, tﬁat is,
Naturally, the ?ritish made good use of them and they were the cadre, the
beginning of the administration of Iraq. A marvellous constitution was given .
to Iraq by liberal-minded Englisﬁmen who thought they were giving a.constitu-
tion to séme European people, -

/In Iraq
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In Iraq, as in the rest of the East, you have only a very thin crust -
a very, very thin crust - of people who can read and writej the rest'are
ignorant, fanatical, and most miserable. But you have this thin crust of
people who t ake it as their natural righﬁ that the common rabble are theirs

" to use as they please. So long as that great Prince was alive - King Feisal -

all was well; and as a matter of fact after the first reception that the Jeﬁs
of Iraq gave to King Feisal he said - and it is recorded in the Letters of
Gertrude Eg&i -~ "I cannot understand why ‘you Jews are nervous, You are our
cousinsg yoﬁ can rely on us., What will be for us, will be for you,"

I would ask you, Mr. Chairmaq, to look at that letter of Gertrude Beli’s.
King Feisal saw the Jews as his cousins, as people whq had been in the counﬁny
long before his own pecple had arrived there, and people whose rights had been
continuously respected, Later on, unfortunately, King Feisal died ahd a new
Pharaoh arose which knew not Joseph. And the new people who wanted to use the
country for t heir own purposes resented the fact that in every department there
were Jews who were members of the minorities, and they began throwing them out
of the Government service. I do not complain about that, They are/%inority;
they should be a minority in the Government service. But what I complain about
in this - and I do ésk your assistance - that this very ancient -community -
which has alweys had its .own universities and its schools has now begun to be
interfered with., The schools are no longer‘pe‘mitted to teach the Hebrew
language. The Hebrew language has been taﬁght there for 2,500 years, and now
the present Government says, no, you cgnnot learn the Hébrew language, And
then the present Government says, you cannot learn‘your own history from your
own teachers, If you want to learn y&ur history we will get some Arab teacher
to teach it to you. I think that is wrong. An ancient community of such
tradition should be entitled to its oﬁn schools and its own teachers, and to
its own freedom, and I ask you really to take the position of the.Jews of Irag
into consideration when you come to your report; to See that this ancient
community is not wiped out from the face of the earth, because this is wﬁat
is going to happen. |

YTdgorint
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I do not know if you came acroés the Babylonian i :ommunity. There is a
miserable remnant there. And thils glorious community of Babylonian Jews had
given the world famous prophets, universities - even more famous than Oxford
and Cambridge today - until the HMoslem conquest destroyed them and di%persed
their conquerors, as happened at fAlexardria and Constantineple and other places,
This community is now in danger of disintegrating, and they fesl themselves
shut in with nowhere to go. They hzve only two alternatives: either to brook
the dangers of crossing the desert -- and some of them have done it and done it
by foot; some of them have succeeded in reaching this country through all this
desert; many of them have died by the wayside; or to go tc “he other alter.. -
native: and the only alternative party which is holding up to them a message of

hope 1s the Communist Party. Unless something radical is going to happen, and

happen quickly to this commumity, it is going to disappear I would ask you,
Mr. Chairman, as a civilised being. td ses that this ancient community, for the
sake of history, should not diszppear from the face of the earth. It has
existed so long it should not be allowed to disarpear.

One mor¢ word and I am finished., I was born in Iraq. ¥y family has been
there, we claim - and it is acknowledged by the scholars - for many years, I
studied at Oxford with their Princes, and believe me, on a footing of equality
because I will admit no superior except him who is more virtuous or cleverer
than myself. And when we were at Oxford we tcck it as an axiom that there was
now going to be established a Jewish Commonwealth and it used to be a joke
between us as to which ministerial post I was going te fill when I came back
to this new Jewish Commonwzalth. ) .

What I want to tell you is that in the beginning it was accepted by all,
and I do say - knowing the Arabs here, and 1 do know them and like them; I
am very happy to be with them; I understaad their lenguage, and I do know then ..
that the raak and filé, the man in the ctreet, has no objection at all. If you
do not believe me, all ycu have to do is to ask the people who know this
country if thze country is cilaimed as Arab, which isthe irab town that they

- /have built? .
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have built? As far as I know, there are only two Arab towns of Arab origin

and name, I 'do not know if you would call them towns, That is, Ramleh, which -

used to be the capital of Palestine at one time, and Tulkarm. Every other town
e —————

is either of Jewish origin, or Greek; or Crusader, or something else. And the

common people understand that. And they understand something more.

/there is
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There is nothinc nobler than the lawv of mainterance, as Sir
Abdur Rahman will agree, which says that if ‘vou have a poor
relative, and you are vicher than him, vou are bound to maintain
him. That is the law. Ani this can he -verified. ™e are their
cousins and we have heen born here. We have snrung from this
part of the world. e do not come as conquerors. We are
entitled, accordins to their own ideas, to this little nlace.
What I want to say is that the ran in the street knows the
elements of his own law and knows that a=< of right we are
entitled to a certain refuse. I sav that there is in the man

in the street no objection, but there is an objectibn among

the leaders who look upon Palestine as somethins for them, as
their own natural richt, to exnloit as their cousins and friends
in Syria and in Iraq do, to use for their own purnoses.

I think I have overstenned mv time, but T have a sreat deal
in my @ind and it is a great subject and T would ask rou, when
makin~ vour renort, to remember this very ancient community
and its claim on vou, as renresenting humanityv.

Thank you vervy much for listening to me.
CHAIRMAN : Mr. FEliachar, you spoke about the evidence of

the hostile intentions of the Arab States. I sunnose vou refer-

to some public statements or sneeches thev have made and that
vou have in writing. Vill vou hand it over to us ?

I'r. ELTACHAR : Yes, certainly.

Sir AbAur RAHI'AN (India) : Tay T ask vou to request I'r,
Eliachar to let me have the details about the Jewish detainees
in India ?

Lr. ELTACHAR : Yes; there are Jews from 1~ hanistan who are

e

in India now. I will submit it to wou in f
CHAIRIMAN : Will vou hand to us the quotati co which we

referred ?
/1r. ELTACHAR...
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A‘Fr. ELTACHAR: Yes.

CHAIRNAN: Then it only remains for me to thank vou,
zentlemen.

Mr. ELIACHAR : We are nresenting to you alsoc a memorandum
which does not embody our talks here but which sives you a
ceneral résumé of the matter.

CHAIRI'AN: This private meetinc is adjourned.

(The meeting adiourned at 11.20 a.w.)
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