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‘NOTw: &ll corrections to this verbutim record should be
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Mr, I, milner, nssistant Secretary, Room 108, 7.1.C. 4., Jerusalem,
Falestine. Subject to the Provisional Rules of Frocecure for
the General assembly, any such corrections will Le incorporated
into the O0fficial Recorus when publlshed

SFECIAL COMMITTse ON FuleSTINE
VirBatIli ReCURD OF THe TwsNTY-NINTH LwTING (PUBLIC)
j /~”’ - " Helc at the Y.i.C.s. Building

Jerus: lem; Falestine
Suncay, 13 July 1947, at 9:30 z.m.

. ) .
FRuSeNT: 3
; ChuailthiaN:. r, CLendstrom (Sweden) ) i
k lar., Hood (nustrullc) i
| Mr, land éCaneuu i
| kir, Lisicky CzeChOSlOngl“) :
| mr, Garciz Granados (Guatemala)
| Sir sldur Kahman (India)
| Lr. kntezam ’ (Iran)
| Mr, Blom (deuherlanus)
: Mr, Garcia Salazar (Feru).
§ Mr. Fabregat ~ (Uruguay)
E Mr, Brilej = {Yugoslavia)
§ SECR&TaRIaT:  Mr, Hoo (~issistant Secretary-General)

Mr, Garcia Robles (Secreta‘y)

'

CHaIRMaN: I éall the meeting to order, The agenda for
today's hezring contains two items: Public Hearings of Representé—”
tives of the Communist Farty of Palestine, and the request of the"“
| nshkenesic Jewish Community to postpone their hesring until one
day next week. Do you adopt this agenda?

(No objection) ’

_CHaImMabi: The agenda is acopted. I uaderstand that for
the Commﬁnist\farty of ralestine the following ere going to
speak: DMr. kikunis, Dr, wshrlich, and Mr. Vilner, Will these
gentlemen please come up to ﬁhe platférm.

(at this point, kir. hikunis, Ur. shrlich, and Mr. Vilner,

. Kepresentatives of the Communist rarty,of ial eatine, tcok, their :
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seats at the table).
- CHsIRMAN: I recognize Mr, Mikunis.
'Mf. Sﬁhﬁel MiKUNis (Seéfetar& of the Communist Parﬁy of
'Pglestine): ]
| ‘- Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen of the Commission; meny Inquiry
Commissions have visited our country since the British

'occﬁpation’at the end of the First world War. With every new

commigsion, the trust of the inhabitants of this country in
the ir usefulness ciminished, till the& were no longer taken
seriously. In the meantime, the.political anc economic
>sitﬁation in lélestine.ﬁenﬁ from baa to worse, until matters
reached the present climax.

The reason for this changing attitﬁde on the part of the
psoples‘of ralestine is to be found in the fact that all these
'commissions were blosed commissions - commissicns set up by
British Imperialism. <Their task was not to advise and assist
our country end its enslaved peoples towards liberation; their
task consisted in investigating and }roposing measures to the
'British‘Government to ccnsolicate its rule and strengthen its
strategic snd econcomic positions in rolestine. More than that -
their tesk consisted in increasing, by the methods of their work
gnc proposals, the pclitical temsion and furthefing the Imperia-
list policy of "uivide and ruleV,

 Since the end of the Second .orld war, with the smashing
of the fortress of Germaanapanese rascism &and Imperialism-on
the field of battle, with the powerful growth of the forces of
democracy «nd peace throughout the world and the strengthening
of the national liberatioun movement in the colonies, concitions
have changed. ,
OWing to the pressing claims of the, peoples of Falestine

for freedom, the British Government was no longer in a position

Yo continue unaided its “,i»nvestig%'ipns," and the further
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conspolidation of ‘its position in Palestine, It was compelled to

call for mmerican assistance, Thus, the nnglo-hmérican Inquiry
Commission was called to life at the end cf 1945 -Abehind the ,
back of UNU. This Commission was the expression.of.the political
as weil (s economic penetraticn of the USi into Falestine. This
was a common lnquiry Commission of the two'princibal Imbefialist
Fowers, end the role it playec was therefore similar to that
played by the various british Commissions preceﬁing it. Ité_
recomuenceticns, in consequence, were also rejected by Jews and
arals alike, as they did not contain even the shred of o just
solution of the ralestine problen.

In & cqifferent spirit altogether you, the UihSCOF, are wel-
comed *by us. The;masses of this country, struggling for freedom
anc independence, arc'welcoming you with open hearts. You have
veen sent by the highest wo rld organization - by the UNO to whom
all freedom-loving pecples in the world over turn their eyes.in
the hope that it will give a lasting basis to the peace and free-
dom for which millions shed their bleod in the Great iAnti-Fascist
War. alrcady your presence in this country, as the representatives
of the UNO, is «n achievement for us, the peoples of Falestine; it
sicnifies a higher stege in our-struggle fér the solution of our
proulem Ly the only internationally zuthorized body. Your presence-
symboliges that the endeavours éf the Jewish and arab masses to
take their problem out of the hanis of Imperialism have to some
extent succeeded, |

The Communist Farty of ralestine has the right to steote
before this forum that it hes hed o consicerable part in this
developmehtAtbwar¢s the intervention of UNu in cur problem. . We
were the first énu most coﬁsistent Fighters in this country for
the molbilization of the masées~of the people in the struggle for
the transfer of the rolestine yroblen to the UNO. 1In this we had

the assistance of- world forces str1v1ug fu1 ;:acc anclddémocracy.

¥ .
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. This does not imply that we»have failed to notice,.or have failed

to warn the people of this country of the dangers of the many
intrigues carried on inside anc outside the UNO, of the Im-
periclist enueavours to uetract from your importance by declara-

tions reserving beforehand the right of acceptance or non-acceptance

L]

‘»of your proposels. nnd the most significant success of these

Imycrlﬂllst 1ntr1Lue° has been the stuylng awuy of the regrcSLntﬁ—
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*tives of the Ara abt people of ralestine from the 1nternatlonelly
M T R
chonstituted forum.
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but we, the peoples of lalestine, are going [orward,

forwerd - in spite of eVerythinv. and firm is the resolution
of our peoples to keep up the strubgle until the full reeslization
of indg endence wnc the 1ree<om of our country will come true.

we regret thet for Impericlist reasons - namely, to prevent

the participaution of thé Soviet Union in this Commission - the
Governments of Britain and the USa have, at the UNO session of

May 1947, brought to fall the propcsal to include the Lig powers
. in the present Commission.

This has rencered your task more difficult., But we can
 assure you thet with some measure of good-will on the part of
~all concernec - above &ll, on the part of the arab and Jewish

pecples of rFulestine - the way for a just solution will be found.

< For you should not forget'that the peoples ¢f our country (o |
fexpect from your work &and your decisicns the ocutcome of a just and
final scluticn ¢t the oveptemler session of UNC. .
hr. Chairman, Gentlemen of the Commission, British Im-
perialism has maintained its hoiQ wver rolestine for 30 years,
ruling our ccuntry on the lines of & Crown voloay. These have
ffbeen years of oppression, of politiceal, économic anc militery
?%ﬁomination over the entire propulation of Fclestine -~ »rab and

.Jewish.alike. Years of misurpy, unemployment, outrages Ly army

Zand Folice Forees, planned and cqggcious effort Ly Imperialism
_— ! . B . ) "A/., B ‘7 \Z ‘

-
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to preserve the~ééon6mic,.soci?l ané culturel backwardness‘of:
our country;

These have been years of terror and oppreséion dirépted.
ageinst the upéurging.National Liberation Movement and thé
peasantry, against enti-Imperialist and petriotic forces; yecrs
of imprisonuents and «eportations, collective rines, police
terror and martial law, a Lloodstained coloniul regime of
op, ression, c¢f encouraging and preserving tension and aptagonism
Letween arabs &nu Jews, ¢enial of elementory civil liberties
and of exploitation of the people. Yoverty in agricultural
areas, sweated labour in towns and villages, poor conditions in
‘citsys plontaticons, an appclling housing situation with no
efforts on the part of the Government to clear the slums &t the
cutskirts of the major towns and ville;es., Frisons instead of
schools, concentration camps instead of hospitals!

During Wworld usr I,/Ehe Eritish posed as liberators of
the arab peoples, prom%g}né independence to all_ﬁgggmpbuntries -
Pelestine inclucded, st the same time they were making promises
to Zionist circles for the est.blishment of a Na&;égal Home for
the Jewish Feople, Since then, nearly 20 differsnt committees

have visited our country

he anglo-amegfican Commission merked a '“"new" phase of
combined anglo-smmerican action in favour of continuing the
colonial rule, based on the "fact" of srab-Jewish antagonisnm,
presenting the problem of lalestine nct as a prcblem of the
literation cnd indepencence of the country from foreign domina-

tion, tut &s a problem of arci-Jewish rivalry.

[55]

\MMﬁm}\*»W This was followed Ly o committee of experts, whoée
recomnendations were reje¢ted by the British Government. Then -
the hgrr%ség‘Flan, or the Federal VFlan, or the fourfold partition
of Fielestine, ang afterwards the Beviﬁ/Plan for Cantonizaticn

-under british rule, called "Trusteeship® - all these plans merk




(anlymadditionalvsteps in the gener;l plan to perpetuate Imp:rialist
rule. after gll these Committees end DUeclarstions one thing has
ﬁ.remained = British rule and arab and Jewish enslavement.

AN

Though ralestine is but 2 small country in the geographic

sense, i is of sufflclent strategic and economic importance for

_JL’i

‘¥Brltlsh Iﬂperlallsm to have made it into a formidable militery
ﬂibase.‘ This‘base is directed not only sgainst the ighabitants of
.;Pélestine, but against 211 the colonial &nd semi-colonial countries
"of the Mldule zast. |
- But the huge mlvyéury bese whlch the Brltlsh Government
‘;hés been oulldlng up in lalestine greotly surpasses any needs

éven of & colonial afmy of oppression dirceted against the people

of Falestine and the colonizl anc semi-colonial countries of the
~Micule wmast. »

/ The British manceuvres, held some time ago in the desert
 7aajoining Felestine, where troops were made to fight on imaginery
© Red srmy that had invaded the Middle wast, give a clear indication
f’against whom British reaqtionary circles intend tc direct these
ffﬁilitary preparations in Pulestine.,

B about the intentions of British Imperialism regerding

‘r.'-",‘che f‘uture of ,Falestine, infcrmetion can be gathered from the
- book ”brea/,Lrltaln and Palestine”, published in 1946 by the
E‘Royal Institute ior Internatloncl iffeirs in London., There it

‘says: "yhatever lLe the regime in lalestine, from the point of
- view of the Eritish tmperial lines of communicaticn, it is as
“importent as siypt. From the:stratsﬁic standpoint this is an
“acvancecd position in the smast tgainst any pctentiel threat to the

Suez:Canal, ltAis the terminus of the gégfﬁipe line from kirkuk;
ffit is & londing on the internationel cir route to Indiaz ana farther
JLon, ang ghe siarting-poinﬁ of the high road through the desert to

;;;;ra‘q" . A
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one of ‘the ‘prineipal reasons why the imperialiét powefs wish to
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‘The vast resources of S}I/ih the’ Middle~mast;are obviously

retain their hold over the countries of the Middle mast,
Palestine cccupies a key positicn as en outlet of oil
pipelines and as the piace of one of the largest refineries in

the Middle bast., Palestine is also of the highest importance
fcr the mineral wealth of the Dead Sea., In acdition to this

it offers an attractive market for the exporting industries of
Briiain and the USh. . ‘ i

- To retain its hold over a freedom4seeking.population,
the British Government has intrcduced a militery an&lpolice rule 
in our country, sc ruthless as in few other colbnial countries

of the world.

Militery and lolice forces in }alestine have been increased

to such an extent that there is now one soldier or pollceman to
/
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every 13 eltlzens;iyet, with the increase of the su-called
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ccur&}y meusures” insecurity has increasec.
accoraing to official Govermment figures, expendituré‘on
the ”hainbepancé'of Law;anu Urcer" for the pgeriod 1920-1945
amounted to L L3 million while expenditure dn all oﬁher

services totalled LF 656 nmillion . including LP 22 million

expenditure on-special measures arising cut of the war. according

to thé budget for the year 1647-48, esﬁimated expenditure will
be about LP.2h.5 million, Gf this, the principal item of |
eXpendlture refers to lulice end rriso ns, anc amgunts to LP 7
million or 30 per cent of the totel budget.

The police anc military rule in ralestine is expressed nct
only by the meognitude of police anc prison establishments, but
also by the orders and regulétions giving every policeuwon and
solcdier necrly unlimited'ppWer over every citizen. The Defe
(smergency) Hegulations 1945, published in the Supplément to

/the
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cial Gosvtte of 27.9.45; have abolished the Tasu remmants
L D TR e TR ‘ - ‘

£od

JJOf péfébnal freédﬁm, frée&oh of conscignce, speeﬁh, press:and
féssembly. o | ' ' '// T

. The hﬂthoas'of sueh "De{;ﬁbe" rule have made the citizens
j;of Palestlne completely quenceless abalnst police cruelty.
ffope01al British squads are rsportea to have kidnapped Rubon 1tz

j\?,.ang nothln" h as been heard further of the victim., Our comrade,

‘ijoma ergnhanski, has not been seen again after he fell into the

ﬂfhancs of the pollce on 7 July, 1941, Before the war anti-fascist
if;olltlcgl refugees were ueyurteu to fascist countries on suspicion

' 0£ belng communlsts.

Court Martial Lgalnst soldiers who heve committed murder

)}cr robltery, if they are tcken up at all, usually end with the
: acquittal of the accused.

It is obvious that, in the circumstences cescrited above,

‘there. is no such thing as civil rights existing in Falestine,

?Tﬁe inhéhitancs of Falestine take no part in responsible govern-
mental work. "The senior officials both in the central departments
' and in the cistricts were British" - says the Pesl Report.

Jews and sreabs alike are barred from any legislative work .

e
e

:fof the Government. Cee;ééship of the press was imposed from the
; beg1nn1ng and renewed from time to time. Pq;é/'Ordln ance 1933

:”prohlbltea even the keeping of a prlntnag press w1thout a permlt.
The polltlcal life of kulestlne, after tmenty-nlne years

RN

. of British rule, is characterized by the absence of all democratic

'xiegislative”or executive inétitutions.' British rule has prevented

'the Gemocratization of the country, sabotaging even the most elemen-
- tary initial measures. !
mven ﬁhe ndvise?& Councii egtablished in 1936 is comprised
EekqlusiQely_of British officials. ,)

e all power is vested in the High uoEQQSSLOner. The system

flntrOuuceQ by the Brltlsh mllltary gumlnlstratlon after the conquest

O e /4 Jof
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. of Palestins is still in force today.
The executive is composew entirely of colonial OLflClalSo

Likewise, all'higher gb?érnment posts'in the cetril as well'

as in 'the cistrict aninistraticns are filied by cfficers cf
the Coloniul acuinistrative Service.— }alcép{hians are excluded
from all higher administrative posts:/ '

Nor are thelmunicipal anc %99&1 codnqil areas governed
cemocratically. The franchise is subjgét to vafious qualifica=

tions, including rate~paying requirements; in the majbrity of
municipal wra local council areas, the right to vote in the ’

election ¢f councillors is vestec sclely in the propertied

classes ~ at the last Jerusclem elections held in 1935 only

approximately 7,000 pcur of'70;000 adults had ths right tc vote.
In chyéélem, Haéyh, Jaffa end in clmost all smaller, towns anc

villages, women are cisfranchised,
' y

The High Cqmq;ééioner may appolnt mayors cnd Geputy méyofs;f
from among the councillors ageinst the vmajority vgte of the huni-
cipal Council - .as hes been done in 1el~fv1v.‘ The High Commis= -
siocner is freée to Jismiss & mayof,.a ceputy mayor: cr a whole
elective municipal council - as has been dcne in the case of
Jerusalem and nine other municipalities.

mxisthq;%mnicipal, locel, and village councils heve very’

limited powers.. They are not zllowed to expend even the smallest

item witheut the ﬁritten consent of the British District Commié-(
sioner,

. nlections to municipal councils are postponed by the
Government time and again in order to keep reactionary majorities
in power; in most municipalities no elections have taken place
for the last .twelve years.

Only recently a further rcfrngressive measure in the admini.
stratrun‘of arab rural commuhifies was introduced Ly the K;ilage
administrotion Ureinance of 1944, abollshlng council elnctlons.

B . 7 /as in ‘g
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O as in any colonlal country w1th;n the wiipire, Hhe British.

4

ZGQﬁefnment uses the reople ana resources of Falestine as objects
of the grosses£ exploitation. The principal eccnomic pusitions
- of the country‘are‘in British hands, such as the Dead Sea anu
eléctricity concessions, oil refineries and pipelines, insurance .
companivs, lurge vanks,
Th; minerai wealth of the lLead sea - the most important
‘raw material of Falestine - insteac of teing'used to finance the

- improvement of the conditions of the people of faléstine, their

health, education and standard of living, is extractei solely
- for the benefit of the british shareholders of fhe }qipstine
- Potash Compezny. No tax is levied on the Company, ﬁor hes the
Company to pey customs duties on impdrts. Major control in the
~ Falestine lotosh Company is in the hands of I.C.I.
The ¢il refinery at Haife (The Consglgdated Refineries
Limited) is a Iereign concern exempted frem all payment. of custons
duties; .
lonopoly concessions have been grented to the Irag
' kefroleum Cumgany wné to the Transi7rabian Uil Compcny. These
concessions incluce the right - free of royalties, texes, impors

duties ur other payments, charges or compensat...e - to lay pipe-

‘lines through any part of the country, to expropriate land, to

seize any wood, stone, water and other local materials rcqulreu,

&\to 1mport chcgp labour regarcless of existing. 1mm1grutlon laws,

e

iR

to pass freely the Lorcer of ralestine, to build enc use their

)ﬂbwn herbours, railrocads, aerocromes anu wireless stations; to exact

13,
-port taxes Icr harvouring «nu loading, and to keep their own
"police force. The populction of ralestine (9€s not derive even

cheaper oil wnd petrol from these concessions, gronted by the
- Govermment without any consultction of thé people.
; lioncpolistic concessions have been granted to two foreign
: §9n¢erns for the supply of electricity in Falestine, The -~

A /concessicneries
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concessionaries have¢the{fighth-’wiﬁhoﬁt-payﬁéht of any ro&alties
an! taxes - to exploit the water powerkof Falestine cnc to fix‘
exorbitent rates. ‘Lthey have to pey no import duties on machinefy,
nor any other lmport uutigs‘until a tux-free dividend of eight-
per cent is sccured to their shareholders. No steps are taken
by the government against them, when_failing'in their obligatiéns ~
to supply the'public with electricity - as in Jerusalem.

The power of foreign m:;opoly capital can be gauged
from the fact that in 1943 two companies, the Falestine E¥9etric
Corpcration and the Falestingtotash Company, cwned cver forty
rer cent of the tutal‘inuustrial capital investments in ralestine,:

The .British Government uses Pzlestine és & -market for
British yoods and, in the interests of British trade, it hinders
the cevelopuent of competitive local industries.

war conditiocons compel the Government to permit’ an
expansion of certain loecl industries within the limits of war
requirenents. But since the end ¢f the war, the Gevernment does
everything in its power tc stranéle,industrial developmeﬂt through
an import wna contrel policy maintaining inflctioncry conditions
in this country which heavily burden the masses of the consumers.
The means employed towardd this end are:

(1) Restg}cfions on the import of imodern machinery, For
example, curing 1946 out of total imports smcunting to LF 70
million, only three millions were speﬁt on machinery.

(2) Restr;c ion on the import of rew materiels, com=-
bLined with a licensing policy directing tie purchase of raw
materials for lralestinicn industries towarus the mest expensive
sources. an cutstinaing example is offered by the present crisis
in the textiié industry. It emanates from the high cost of pro-
duction, the c&uses of which can be traced to a great éxtent to
the high prices of rew mcterials allocated to Fzlestine, when a
luncle of yarn custing LP 40 in Italy reaches this country, its

/price

S A o



o e e R S S
L price ccnes ta LP 130 = that is, over three times the export
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(3) haintenance of a high cost of living by & policy
f‘réstricting impaorts of cheap foodstuffs from so-called herd
>"currency~areas, closing of cheap Empire ‘sources of foggs%uffs
:ltq Pulestine consumers. Malnteining & purchase mcnopoly for
‘certain fooqgtuffs from countries with ;nflationary price(levels;
{‘rES%ricting the import of cheap bui&giﬂé materials with the
; purpose of cfeating 2 high level of rents fcr workers!' flats
- ang industrial premises; and enforcing a large number‘éf‘unSOCial
v;ﬁeasures burdening the masses of the population.
s few examples illustrate the supply policy of the
:ZGovernment. Wheat flour has been bought by Government at a price
of Lr 68 per ton, while similar flour is -obtainable from hustralia
~;at L} 27 per ton.
B Sugar is scld at exorbitant prices. In australia jem manu-
gvfacturers pay LF 16-18 for one ton of sugar; in:Britein, LbF 20-20,5,
while the Falestine Government sells .sugar to jam manufacturers
:_for Lp 64 per ton, Buﬁ'eVen this price is only on paper; actuelly,
’ithe black market pr}ce at which most of the sugar is sold has
;freabhed Lk 30U per ton, that is, five times the official maximum
~price. This fact also illustrates the lack of effective p€;ée
;“éontrol on the part of Government.

e nll these faets can lead to but one conclusion, namel
R H b

| that Government has no intention whatsoever to import low-priced

;;goodé into ralescine, which would reuuce local .prices, but is
?finterested in an inflaticnery price level theaet will ensure an open
‘:market for British export goods. .

= The importence o the égrarian problem in Fclestine is

v‘;indicateu by the fact that the majcerity of its inhabiteants live

§

b on and from the land,
as in other.colonial,and-semi~colonial countries under

o . /British




, - usurers in their Cealings with tenents and small faruers.
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BritisH rule the British Governmeﬁt in Falestine Coues not suppdrtl'
the development =f & well-ltalanced agriculturcl economy,
supplying the requifements «f the lccal market, but directs
its pulicy tewards cn excessive expansion of 2 mono-cultural
rrocuct - citrus - which renders the country dependcent on the
wetropclitan morket, anc the larse.Planters suuservient to
British interest. The complete neglect of gencral agriculture
is illustratec Ly the allocation feor agriculture of a mere 4
rer cent of the total Ludgetery expenditure.,

During the thirty years of british cdemination, the
Depertment of Survey has not "succeeded" in completing its work
anc in presenting a cleer pickure of the lanc conditions in
tzlestine, This is in line with tﬁc policy of the Government
tu conceal the gloomy picture of the life of the broad masses
of the peasantry; to conceal its agrarian pelicy of preserving

the bLackward eg"}éian system in rclestine, thus encbling ex-

ploitaticn cnu eviecticn of the tenants. i
No legisiaticn exists for the protection of tenants . §
|
agcinst eviction., DNo institutions of assistance for agriculture,’g
for obtaining interest-free loans (among .rabs, interests on |
loans wnount to 30 per cent; amorng dews, to 1l per cent,)molern é
;
equipment, fertilizers (chemical fertilizers cust 2 1/2 times |
more in ralestine than abroou), «nu wmeans of irrigaticn. sil
these jproblems f the ceily life of the village are as burning
tecday as they were vefore the war,

The large benks - burclays', inglc-talestine and other

e paris
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institutes representing foreign banking interests - heavily

turden local egriculture with exorbitant interest rates. Thrrugh

N

this policy, the Government has strengthened the position of
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The uovernment does not support any 1rr1gat1wn schemes.

S
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fThe import of mocdern agri %;tural machinerny isiregtricted Ly an =j
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 ”ﬁﬁé#mp6tﬁétic import policy. ﬁufing the war, therimﬁort,of‘u
_(fgg%gr wés handed over to & private monopdlist who lrew huge
_profits from poultry wnc deiry farmérs. There are no Government :
-_iaboratofiés for uadertaking research in agricultursl problems.
“ The budget, dictated Ly the Government without consulte=

ﬁion of the population, is characteristic c¢f the coloniel policy
rldf‘eXploitation and repression -Aas regards both revenue cnd

St B

expenditure.

- More”thgn 50 per cent of/the revenue is obtqined by

indirect tax%}dbn; such as cusgﬁﬁs cuties for imported articles

anc excise duties on local products. From year to year, indirect

taxes are growing relatively and ebsolutely, Lurdening the

“masses of the yopul&tion.l Unly a quarter of the total revenue

" is derived from direct taxatich;A‘ .

Capitel taxation or Ceath duties to be Lorne Ly the

 propertied classes Co not exist, while on the other hand such

taxes as animel péx are still in ferce. '

Inci?g/fax - only recently introduceu - burdens parti=-

cularly the small téxpayer, since inflation of prices hes drawn
 sa'large nwiber of workers and employees into the ofbit of incomne
: tax payment, while the large incumes are relatively little affected.

The huge incomes of the foreign concessionaries, extracted from

the resources of the country, are not subject to income or other
taxes and duties., Loceal compenies pay a Ilat rate of 25 per cent
on delcarew profits.
Of the huge sums extorted {rom the masses of the people
’ of Palestine, hoerdly wnything is spent towards economic, scciel,
{Qducational, or hygienic improvement, Over 30 Ler cent of the

total expenditure is used tou finencg the cppressicn of the prople -

‘ police an. prisons. ,
On edugeticn, health, anc other sccial services, the
Govermment spends alout 8 per cent of the total tudget. The dis-

» Y
s

zticn in FAlestine dllustrates.this side of

~‘graceful state of educ
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colonial policy.

among the stf/population, only 32 per cent of-children

between the ages of 5 and 14 cre accommodatcd in schools.
23,000 Ledouin children o not receive any schodiing'ét‘éll.
after 30 years of british rule in }elest;hé, 70 per cent:of ‘
the aral population arc completely ilg;ﬁerate. _‘
EBven among the Jewidh community, which greatly CUﬁtribﬁteé‘
towarus its own educatiovnal system, about 10,000 children do |
not receive any school ecucution, 30 per cent of children at
the age of 10 years, 40 per cent ot the age of ll~years; 55 pér
cent at the age of 12 years, and 65 per cent at the age of 13
years co not attend school, .
The small number of professivnal schools and agficulturalf

institutions existing in ralestine, have been establiShed by

private means without dovernment assistance.
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2 Onlv hh5 beds in ‘sevez:{ r‘o;@als .serVe the Arab ponule,tioh. 800 Arab

_ v111ages have only 21 Governmerrb cllnlcs L]l sanitary clinies and 30 infant

£

' and tembora.ry welfare centres -- that is all for the Arab population. The
) Jews have two beds for every thousand of the populatlon, while in England
~there are 8 beds for every thousand A Y.

The non-exlstence of a progressive l@}aéur legislation in Palestlne,
wh:Lch serlously a,ffected workers in the past has made itself felt even more
' dur:.ng the last few years, when ow:.ng to the industrial development during

-the wer, “the workmg class greatly mcrea_sed in nwrbers.
. The few laws for the protection of women and children introsiuced in
1927, and the amendments of i9hl+-h5, are insuffi_‘cient s ali the more as they
" ‘have remained on vaper, the Government Vhaving taken no stevos to enforce them.
Elementary rights, such as the right ef'foming t;'ade unions, the
recognition of trade unions, tbe right‘ of assemblv and strike, the
- 1m1tnt10n of workmg hours, minimum wages, compensation in case of dis=-

charge oaymerrt. for absence due to sickness, annual leave and leave on

"public holidays, are not even mentioned in the labour legislation of the

country, ’
B In /man,v industries and factories vchilgébour is still common. The
- Government 1tse1f emnloys children i‘rom the age of 10 on at extremely low
’ wages in road—makmg, bulldmg, etc., espec:Lallv in Arab districts 1n

southern Palestine.
It is clear that such a foreign policy state could not be rup against
the united will of the two peoples of Palestine. )
| Therefore the VBrit.,i-sh Government has made every effort to divert the
-vatt.entien of the peoples f‘rom the min problem of their oppression’and. arouse .
and streng'bhen.chauvinistic demands against one another While ext,lreme

natlonallst ropaganda was never suporessed in Palestlne by tbe C. I D.

.- created for "Law and Order", efforts of Arab-Jew:Lsh ranbrochement were either

.

| "’,el:«.mmated behlnd the screen’ or onenly destroved /
In June 1930 ) soczetv called "Workers' B:)o, erhood": was founded 1n '

[ . , / : X o L /Palestine‘



‘Palestine‘wiﬂh the object of ofganisiﬁg Jewish and Arab workers in cemmon trade'

‘

unions The manifest of this soc1ety was s1gned by Arab and Jew1sh workers and
. ‘ 7 -
progre531ve Zlonlst 1nte11ectuals° (One of the last mentloned Dr. Bergmdn,

was the Dlrector of the HebrewNatlonal lerary) The paper of thls’3001ety;and]'
the society itself was suppressed and prohlblted |
The Government reaps its nolltlcal fruits from.the nolicy of "D1v1de and

Rule" and its support from reactionary forces among both Arabs and Jews in .
that it has not to face a united struggle of the Arabs and Jews.in Palestine

. for the abolition of colonial rule, independence and, democratisation of the
country; instead the Government has succeeded in fomentinp hosdlﬁﬁes on
national lines around such nreblems as immigration, fear of national domlnatlon,
ourchase of land, emnloyment in Government serV1ce and nubllc works, 1mport polle
ey, 1ndue@r1al and agricultural develonment, taxation, education and health

services. . A _ o

[

A strlklng examnle of thls UOllCV is the keeplng of-Jew1sh quqrters on the

- vy eeen s . T Y

; ; " common border}of Jeffa-Tel-Av1v in the Jaffa Mun1c1na11ty, thus 1n01t1ng Jews

egalnst Arabs and at the same time 1nc1t1ng Jhe Arabs agalnst the Jews by

/

3 including an .irab village in the Tel- viv Municipal area.

Te

The Government has succeeded in making the reciprocal bgzyoft propagands,

of the Jewieh and Arab reactionary leadership a characteristic feature of the
political end economic life in Palestine; thereby furthering not only its own

volitical end, but also the sale of British products to the detriment of local

production )

. The bexpélt called by the Arab Léaque in Cairo against goods of Jewish
. o (g ‘ : .
production has lasted for nearly two vears. Durine this period the initietors

 and executors have helved coﬁsiderablv to incite the political atmosvhere and

deenen national antaronism in the countrv rT‘h1.f‘c>ughox.ﬂ: this neriod the Govern~

ment has not 11fted Y ?1nger in an mttemct at nrohlbltlng racial nropaganda and

+

activities and bas not iInterfered in the Arab boycott just as nrev1ously the4¢’(

Government dld not nut an end to the Jewish bov tt of ‘Arab foods and 1 abour,

P

Untll the declarqtlon of boycott on Jew1sh 1ndustr1a1 products on the part 3

of the Arab League, fbllcwed by the reactlon of the Assoc1€}ion for Jew1sh

Products calllng on a counter-boycott on ﬁrab egrlcultural products, economic

relations between Jews and Arabs were nogmal and sati ”*ﬂ*ﬂrv. The Jews




cﬁa.ses from Arabs amounted to LP 2 5. milllon, or three tlmes as much as in 1936
AR

On the other ha_nd Arabs purchased from Jews J.ndustrlal products to ‘the amount of ;

LFP. 850 000 in 1‘-?35, and LP, 3 m:Lll:Lon in 1943,

Government agents encourage the mutual bovcott which results in an increased
volume of Brltlsh exports to the M:dele East, as 1llustrated by the record of the

Brltlsh Food Mlnlstrv which states that in 1946 British exports to the Middle East
lnc}'eaeed flve-fold. Durllng January-September 1914,6,-.Br1tlsh exports to Syria and

- 'ithe Lebe.non mse from LP, 686' 726 iﬁ 1%5 to LP.3. 518v 199 The above facts clearly

show who derlves the beneflt from the deterloratlon of- eeconomic rel.atlons between

?

Jews and Arabs
‘ | ‘Here iss another examnle of the "Divide and Rule" pollcv. A few weeks ago the
Hz_gb Commi. \/slc:r/xer dellverecl a speech a’c LVddc— declarlng that his words were "not
polltlcal" Nevertheless, he found 1_t necessary to devote the crux of his speech
,.;: to_ ooﬁenﬁnal provoeation by stating thaﬁ 70 per cent of the Government income came
- from Jeﬁ:;;.sh pockets, whereas 69 per cent of the expenditure was directed for the
- ‘benefit of the irabs.
With these words the High Commissioner revealed his real aim of iﬁcreasing
| nat:mnal f:ension d_u.riog the visit of the United Nations Snecial Cormittee on
feiestine ﬁo this countzy, Thus he tried fo .conceal the simple truth that the
majo;'ity of taxes flow ffom both Jewish and Arab nockets irto the Government
: : fl'free;sury, to be spent on building prisons,',nromoting police activities and
Lj".e.‘b‘i.'engt’hening the British strategic bases in this country. |
| The Government'!s iatest intrigue is the Benz\i/ne’/Tax The tax~Mposed on benzine
| "ih the beginhing of‘ July 1947 is the latest example of Government's volicy of
;'fdlnde and rule". This tax is intended to nrovide ‘rab reaction with material for
-v'gnti-'Jewish provocation -- "Jews blow up and Arabs may" -- en‘d Jewish react_ion with
‘;"material for ant:i\.-Afab provocation -- "’the sﬁrplus income will be snent on develon-
ing Arab areas at the exvense of the Jews". The truth is, that from the materisl
: ooint of view, both ‘the Jewish and Arab nasses have to bear the cost of the tax,
since they are forced to pay hlgher prlces for benzme , while the Government
| together with its partners among the oil companv owners, derlves mnterial as well
aﬁ pol:.tleal beneflt from the 1arge sums ex;bracted rolm the populationh, and from
/Before

.’she communal antagonlsm being fostered atd 1ntens:.1”1ed.




Bei"ore concluding this ﬁart of my address, I deem it neéeésarﬁr toadd e
a few words about the question of immigration into Palestine. Impemahsm
has greatly exploited the people's interest in this question,. This is one of
its important "secret weapons" to divert the peoples of this 'country' from ":i:heix
firht for freedom and incite them instead apainst each o;thery o

Impel'i alism well knew when to allow a certein a.moun-t; of immigration to' :
serve its purpose and when to stop 1t altopether. Inthe first insfance, -
Im“erlallsm 1n01ted the Arabs ag,olnst the Jews , in the second, the Jews aga.lnst

s

the Arabs. Imperlalism knew to exploit for its ewn 3.‘1urp05e both the dlsaSter ’
of persecuted Jews, and the misery of the oppressed Arabs, both of which peepie
desire nothing but peace «nd Heedom. Imperialism was asdsted in this gatie by |
reactionary forces amone the Jews and t‘le Arabs. B
It must be plainly understood that the overmmelmmg magquty of the Jews
who immigrated into I’alestlne, dld not coms t<; fmd an casy and comfortable |
life in this country - this is not to be found here = neither ciid, th'ey coﬁe
for political reasms. They came to this country, as well as to othei‘-
couptries, as a result of anti-semitic and fascist persecutions. .-Jithou’ﬁ' »
the poliey of imperialism a.nd that of #¢onquest of the country" of the .Jew:'.‘sﬁ
Lgency, the question of immigration would never have acquired its present. L
character,
Everyb-dy kn-ws that for leng pericds there has not existed any hatr.e'gi' ‘
or rivelry between Jews and Arabs and we are confident the:bthe twe free o
perples = the Jews and the irabs - in a free independent ’Palestlne will fb.md )
a just and dem'ﬂcratic way t: offer fraternsal help and & home te persecuted k‘
pers'ané; as befits free pe.ples, 4 . |
However, even under the particular circumstances of tadéy, Imnefialism_
endeav: wsSte use and utilize the immigration wrﬁbJ.vm for its cum ends. On
) the one hdnd, it is Imperlahsm that is resn ns:.blc for the detentlun of
" hundreds of thnusands (‘f di splaced Jews in camps, preventing them flpl‘!l‘ ‘
entering cther éo‘uﬁtries and fiﬁdiﬁg ﬁhe;'e a new life, lhorﬁe, and hope, On

/ : © . fthe other...

-+ i—! g : £
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e gh_gr_lhand, the Government tracks down fhose who come to the shopes
of ‘this country, amd deports them to C:my(s.,
" The terrible trarely of the Jewish people is generally known, WMillions

-~
.

of persons of different natiuns have been annihilated by the fascist criminals,

; But there is no people whose blcod. has been shed so much as that of the

"t-iewish‘people. However, a guarter of a million of those who have survived

this horrible destruction, is still pining away - two years after the end

. f.-the war - in camps under terrible conditions. This fact in itself, is

T a disgrace and a mark of Cain on the forehead of fhose who like to talk so

A ‘much about "Western Culture" and who open the door of their comtries vide

to fascists and nazi collaborators, while they keep them firmly shut before

‘,Jthe Jewish victims of fascism.

While Jews in Eastern Zurcpe tske their part in a normal and productive

‘life, they are, in the Bfitish and American zones of Germany, detained in

. camps as Displsced Farsons,

Noboedy cany think of the plight of t he Jewish neonle without burning
memories of Maidanek and Belsen arising in his mind, without a feeling of
profound horror at the crimes committed by the fascists against European

Jewry, It is imperative to liquidate the camps in Western Germany, Austria,

‘Italy and Cyprus, where hundreds of thousands of Jewish victims cf fascism

are still suffering,

It is an urgent duty of t he United Nations'Ofganizaticn to provide

every help and-oprortunity to those displaced Jews, to enable them to live

a normal and productive life. Immediate ligquidation of the camps is an
atsolute necessity,

The United Hations Orranization should providé every facility te

 displaced Jews desirous to return to their countries of origin where democra=-

-tic regimes have been established, as well as to those imterested in emigrae

',tion;to_other countries including Palestine,-taking irto consideration the

s
/

desire to join relatives, This iS'the\wéy to 'solve this urgent problem;,and\

fto eliminabe ..
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to eliminate the "Divide and Rule" speculations of imperialism,

To sg@.up: this is, in shor@. the history of the Brifish Mandate, a
history of colonial oppression and exploitation, This is the victure Sf
Imperialist interests in Palestlne and of the constant endeavour to sub; ¢
Jugate the Arab and wa1sh peonles of our country to serve its purpose,

This is the history of military and police terror, of colonial admihisﬁration;'
and economic strangulation, ThlS is.the gloomy picture of the manner- in

which the "Divide and Rule" pollcy has been anrlied in the spec1f1c comdi-
ticns of owr so much suffering country, It is a self-expl-natory historx
covering about thirty years, It is the severe accusation put beforé'you

by both peonles ~ Lrabs and Jews alike - against the lLandate, against its
Imperialist éatrons!

" British Imperialism had tc face the resistance of the masses of the
people apainst its dorination, from the very beginning. The Arab and Jewish
masses have never submitted to the yoke of deoendency and foreign rule.

They have strusgled - on many oncasions and in many ways - for the removal '
of the Imperialist domination and for their national freedon, . Dufing -
disturbagcés or open revolts, as well as.in the teénse intervals, the masses
of the people have been dogg=dly fighting fqr their independence and peace,

A11 British Commissio.s tried to underline and to emphasize the Arabe

' +

Jewish animesity, making it a cause, instead of an outcome of tﬁe Mandage
policy. The Mandatory tried always to distort the problem of Pélestine,
representing it as an Arab-Jewish rivelry and not as a struégle of Lrabs and
Je = for their liberation from Imperialist rule,

But, of course, the integrity of this "theory" is doubtful, as the
working masses of the Arab and Jewish peonles have been wndermining it
periodically, The striking facts‘of Aﬁipﬁﬁgwish co=operation in the economic
as well as inviﬁe politicel fields ~ intensified dering the last two years in

spite of unfavourazble political ‘tension - have crezted 2 serious zap in this

Imperialist front of traditional argument . - ‘
/Both peoples,..
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Zoth pe0ples of our dountry -“Arabs and, Jews = claim the abolition of
the Mendate end the termication of British rulel

The demand for the evacuation of the British Army from Falestine is a

~ common demand of both the irab and Jewish i sses,
ﬂy ’Peopie understand. now very well: that those two demands arc but one, as
?noﬁhing is gained by the abolition of the Mandate, if foreign troons remain
.in our country, Both the Lrab anik Jewish peoples of ‘Palestine fight for their
| just elemeniazy rights for mational independence, for an independent, free
~ and _democratic Arab-Jewish Palestines This’ just and elementary demand must

. be fulfilled,

Mr. Chairman, gentlemen of the Commiitee: various sides have tried to
resent the relations between the Arabs and Jews in the worst nessible light,
Too many’_prqminevrr‘t leaders - irabs. and Jews - the so-called traditional

'l’leaders' , advocate a theory that Arab and Jewish aspirations could not be
reconeiled, This would, of course, be in iine with tne Imperialist interest
in the partition of Palestine,

‘ Nothing. can be further from the truth than such & theory. History, even
that of recent years, teaches us that many peoples living in one country can
very well march together and co-operate, nrovided there is no foreign domina-
tion and intervention creatine division and antagonism., As an exXamplc we may

- take the new Yugoslavie, Czechoslovakié., etc,

* Put an end to the Mandate, evacuate the J':a“ritiéh troops, proclaim the
Alndepe*’ldence of Palestine and the two peoples of our country will unite and
work together for the realisation of a prosnercus Arab-Jewish democratic
state,

We emphatically reject the idea of partition, as it is contrary to the
-economic ard political interests of the two peoples., We &dvocate the plan

that Palc,stlne should be constituted as an mdepenaent cxermocratlc, bl-—tmltarlm

i & s T T e e S TR 0 eyt e, e Rt

‘state \whlch means, a single state inhabited and governed by the two peoples,
: ;‘ i
) Jews anl irabs, hav;ng equal rights,

/The termination...
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The termination of 3British rule end evacuation of troops wili'creaite
the preliﬁina.rgr conditions, essential for frée negotiations betwaeﬁ the two -
free pecples, in order to arrive at a decision «n the future political
structure of the country in their best interests, Under suc;h conclitiqns. of -
free Arab~Jewish ccllaborafion and remnval of the artificial cbstacles from:

the way of the democratic forces, Arabs and Jews will be free to decide on

the character of the independent state, built on a bi-x&i’é’)nal or a federat'iireﬂ
settlement,

Only the abolition of the Imperialist kandatz, the complete evacuation .
of the British frmy and the oppertunity fcr Palestine of free economic .devel‘c;p-'
ment, the setting up of demucratic geverning institutd :ns, hand in hand with
sociel reform, and the comsolidaticn of the nationzl and ¢ivil democratic
'rights of the peoplss - Arab and Jewish - will sccure the complete ir'ldepen-é-
dence of Paléstine.

I come now to 2ur Requests for immediate action.,

lir, Chairman, gentlemen of the Committee: The British policy— is fraught .
with great dange,r.\for the peace of Falestine. The situetion is grave., Yon
are commissioned by a world aﬁthority of great importrace, by the United
lations Organization. And 21l of us, the peoples of Falestine and world
public opinicn, are justified in exnecting your assistance to release the
tense situation of Palestine,

We raise owr voice of protest againsf the colonial terror and lawless=-
ness maintained by tte British Police and Army of oppression. And we bmsent
our request,vs, which are the rcquests of the masses (;f the people whose imme‘-@
diate implementation the United Nations Organizaticn should demmd from the
'Mandatory Government §

1. To give back and extend the civil liberties of whlch we are belng
. robbed;

2. To abolish all Emerrrancy Regulations;

'3, To abolish. capital ounls‘hment and refraln from carrying out the
death sentonces rracently passed; 2L

J— 7 /ke To abolish,..
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"4 To abolish the system of banishment of Palestinian inhabitants
from the country, irrespective of their nationality end their
political views; :

5. To promulgate laws for the recognition of the rights of Trade
Unions,

We eall upon you; upon all progressive forces in the world , to assist

‘our peoples in their Just stru:gle for liberation, We erc part of a world-

w::.de front, strlv:mg for oeac\, and freedom, for nationsl liberation, social

advance, and democracy.
And again - you should not forget that the Arab and Jewish peoples of
this country expect frem your work and ym'n‘ deci sion the outcome of a just
and final solution at the September scssion of the United Nations Or,r;anization.
Thani( youl! 7
Mr, EHRLICH (Iy;ember of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of

Palestine): Mr. Chairman, wentlemen of the Committee, having visited so many

parts of the country, you must have seen the huge police fortresses dominating

: nllages and towns, securlty zones in the cities, barbed wire and dragon teeth,

tanks and arm“ured cars racing over roads and streets, one military camp close
to the other, armed solcliers aid policemen everywhere, Though you have been
acgomodéted by the Government in the Kadimsh Flats; énd other ocut-of~the-way
piaces » Jou wiil have felt the tension , the insecurity and instability reigning
in the country; you will have seen the expression of hatred with which the
people, Jews and Arabs, look upon the tanks and carloads of soldiers rumbling

through the streets. You should know that during this meonth much has been

~ improved for your benefit, This YMCA Building has been removed from the

- Security Zone, For long months Jerusalem was »ubjected to intermittent

cur fews and martial law, For long months soldicers have not shown the restraint
they now assume, The intensity of oppressicn has fluctuated, There were
periods of open terror and there were pericds when some illusi:ns of freedc:

were created, More than that: there were periods when the main weight of

oppression was cdirected against the Arab population and periods when the

; "ma:Ln weight of oppress:o.on was directed aﬂalnst the Jews - so that the other

,//

eticnaof

47}

community should” appear as "pmmlegedﬁf{ff/ In thisawaypathandir
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cppressive measures wes exploited as an instrument of "divide and rule"’
On the whrle, vppressicn has been steadily on the incregse. Take
the figures published by Governwent on the maintenance of "Law and Order',
It started with less than LF 400,000 annually, reached nearly LP 5 million
in 1944-1945 and this year, -according te the statement by the Finaneial
Secretary of 4 June 1947, it will bs abeout LF 7 million; *yet-these figures
do not include expenditure for the Army, - Thase LF 7 million represmt'.BO
per cent of the budget of LP 24~1/2 million, In thc same statement, the
Government explained that the "Secz;rity" bu&;;et has made it impossible to
© provide adequately for educatin, 4health and sociel services. But in the
years before'the Secend World War, when the Govermaent surplus amounted to .
not. less than LP 6.3 million, those services werc not better provided for'.
When the Communist Party appeared befcore the /nglo-imerican Committee -

of Inquiry in. 1946, we stated that there was then in Palestine cne policeman

or soldier for every eighteen inhabitants, & fimure that has since been widély -

quoted abroad, In the meantime, tl;xe f"igure has been reduced to less than
thirteen inhebitants for every noliceman and soldier, 150,000, policemen. and
soldiers being actually stationed in a.country of 1,900,'000 inhabitants.

-You have hearc the argumaat of the Government, This huge army is deemed'
necessary tc defend the sn~called Law and Order and to protect cne communlty

against the cther, This is a traociti-nal and well woern=-out Imperialist

U
B s,

arr*w;nont that cannot be “taken scnously by anybody. Even the Gnvernment
vSur VEy submitted to you says: "Since the 3ritish occupaticn, there have been
but few intervals when the problem of internal security his not been a major
vreoccupaticn. of the Administration «f Falestine", and that means insecurify
came to I‘ales+1ne mth the Brltlsh ocnupatmn and h'ws hecome the main feature
of the llfe of the country for the last thirty years,

You will have observed th’xt the Police and frmy are not guarding the

‘buildings of Arab or Jew:Lsh leaders or the houses.or institutirns-of these

communities but their cwn stronrrholds and mlllt.ary and civil establlshments. )

/In Lransgnrdan‘. -
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In Trangjordan where there are no Jews or firabs tn proteet from each cther,
you will nevergheless find a large British Army and military bases, 411
| phis proves that the British are not here to safeguard Law and Order or to
. protect the Jews and Arabs from the so-called "threat! of mutual attacks,
If the Afmy and Folice are not needed to protect one people from the other,
what are they really needed for? !
~ Their only task is tc meintain-and stréngthen their strategic bases,
directed against the freedem of Pallestine anc the forces of peace in the
Middle Zast and the world at large. /rmy'and police actions azainst the
people of Palestine are based on a system of dictatorial laws issued by
the British Government, Already in 1933 various regulations for the
prevznticn of crime gave unlimited power to thc.police adthorities, so that
the cmsent and sentence f a court are made illusory. Such methods deve-
loped from stage to stage, starting with the military administraticn, threugh
the Ccllecti é'Punishment Ordinences as early as 1926,‘untii'it created the
situation described by the Anglo—ﬁmeﬁigéﬁ Committee in the following terms:

"In 1936... the Government issued regulations authoriZing seizgre and
use ¢f buildings end road transport, the impositicn of curfews,vthe cenéor-
ship of the press, the deportation of undesirables, and unusuel priviieges
of arrest, search and collective fines."

What was the situaticn in 1946, according to the Anglo-fmerican Committee
of Inquiry?:- "Recently...the Government has again taken extensive recourse
to emergency regulations, some of them newly issued and revised in 1945 and
1946, Orders of detention mey be issued aszinst any citizen on the authority
of én Lrea Commander, and these orders are not reviewable by any court of law,"

This system of Qppressiog is now being carried out on the strength of
the so-called Emeqsgncy (Dcfence) Rerulations of 1945 which have lately been

- amended sc as to deprive the population of the last remnants of liberty, It
is a pity that the bulky Sqa#é; and Supplement submitted to you by Government
do not contain the text qf these rérulations, . The reascn-islnot Ffar to seek.

e /4j' /hecording o .
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Lccording to, the "Law" of Palestine, there is no personel freedom, freedom of
cunsc-ien‘ce, freedom of speech, freedom of press, or freedom of assemblj.‘ I;ny‘b
pé‘ son may be placed under pelice supervision, bonished, detained or depbrted
from the country. We have submitted to you a petition by Jerusalem citizens,,
calling on you to intervene in the case of their sons and daughters who;
without trial or indictment are detained in piison camps for months and years.
Young people may be whinped, and many casss of florsing have been officially
repbrﬁed; requests for writs of Hzbeas Cornus have been rejectod by the judi-.-_
ciary with the arsument that the District Commissioner's powers under these
Regulaticns are absclute and that he is ' not obliged to rive reascns when he
acts under the Regulaticns,

The description of thg Au'ncx\'/sr’x/c:f Remulations of 1945 sheould not lead to
the impression that before thet date colenial onpression in Falestine was
mild., ‘I;here were long years, culminatinge in 1941, when terror was exerted
against the progressive forces of th.e country and esygcially gzainst the
Communist Farty of Palestine. '

I want Aeain to say ¢ few words not crnteined in my written speech.

_The Sl@x(’éormnissiun (1930) declared itsclf against "the pelicy of reducihg‘

the garrison in Falestine™ and encouraged- "™hne creation of an adequate
Intellirence Service'against Yevery form of subversive activity in FPalestine", o
Sir Herbert Dow‘b}/{;{gin s Inspector Generzl of Police, Ceylon, prdposed in ytﬁé
same year, 1930, "a new Criminal Investigation De.fartmentf'. The Criminal :
Investigation Department , characteristically, had very little to do with
ordinary crimes, It was "re-organized" in 1932, as the Peel Report says
with satisfaction for political'rcpression end nersccution of the people_,
against "political movements, particularly com\rﬁmism" to "arrange depor‘l:_at:i.ons."_

and the like..

Co ts were arrested, several hundred deported and the remeainder
detained in the prisons of Falestine. .The slishtest suspicion of sympathy
with anti-imperialist aims or any, even private, connections with a party

/member, ..
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manber;.weré deemed.suffiqient reascn for ai order of detention, In 1936
the refusal to grant the detainees the rights of political prisoners caused
vtbe hunger strike that lasted.l9 days and was widely supported by the popula-
tion. {During those years, the import of progressive literature or any books

;.gn periodicals rezarded by the authoritiés as Left-Wing, was prohibited.
?Thé Governmen t regards the police as a panacea which can cure all
diff iculties it encownters. . To quote an example- Last winter a severe
,droughtAaffected the B?/réheba district and the people cried for help.
The Government did help - it appointed a few hundred temporary constables as
a measure against unemployment.
hllow me to say a few words asvé citizen of Je{Bséiem. What have they
done to our city? Hundreds of families heve been evicted from flats, shops
"and offices. .Je were given L8»hcufs to leave and take our belongings wherever
;we could. The quarters from which the people were e&icted are wired in,
:There are four so-called security zones which cut the two main rcads of the

town. Armed camps heve been established in the midst of our anc%ggﬁoggpyiﬂ‘w“

a striking examrle of mllltary occuoatlﬂﬂ. Security'gqu pass#orts are issued,

RS Lt R SR

; with the "race" of the bearer inscribed often with the letter "J", standing
- .
for Jew, in the seme way as the Nagzis marked the passports of German Jews,

‘For weeks night curfews were impcosed, and f.r many days day curfews as well,
Curfews in Falestine are impcsed as collective punishment, withcut moral cor
legal justification,

. E;Iart;al law was imposed sn an important part of Jerusalem, oh Tel-Aviv,
Ramath Gaﬁ{;nd Petar-Tikva, For three weeks in iiarch 1947, the Army suspended
essentlal public services, including post, teleph nes and telegraphs, the
transport of passengers and g «ds, erd the entire epparatus of civilien
administration end law courts., DMartial law affected hosﬁitals, physicians
and emergency cases, Workers were gup off- from their places of work, factories

“had to clqsg down, 15,000 workers became unemployed in Tel-Aviv, 1,650 at
:Rémath Gan, 6,000_in,Jefusalem. Totel mertial law wnemployment -at one time

o

. oy freached, ..
o A T
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reached the figure of 25,000, Workers had to wdlk several miles a day in
order to resch workshops under the c-nstant danger of bheing shot during

/ -
the hours of darkness, Work in the Telyifiv Port ceased; ~ne million case§’

4

«f citrus fruit went to waste in the port areas. In the coastel distriC'ts'
cigus‘ remained unpickeeé in an area of 15,000 dunums, cr 15 square kilometréé;
at Tel-iyiv all plages of enterteinment had t» close down by 10 p.me In
Jerusalem, the martial law area wes under curfew for 21 hours a day, later- "
for-17 hcurs. On 10 April 1947, the Government published new Emex;g\e‘ericy S
Regulations frr "Controlled lLreas", According to these Resulations, in

the iress to le nleced under contral, all Government Offices, including e
rallway statiuns, would be closed, @1l ~ cxcept police stations, No business
would be trensacted, Civil courts would be closed; there would be exclusive'

. Jurisdiction «f ;;nilitary courts, even for offences committed befere the - :
imposition of Control, even fur pending. proceedings., No telephone, telesraph |
or postal services would be allowed, There would be no entry into, or exit '
from Controlled ireas with-ut special permit, for person, vehicle; vessel, -
aircraft or thing, The authcrities would heve power tc remove persoms from “"> 
the Arca and nower tc requisition, : |
But, to be clear, even without the imposition of these special measures B

most of the powers mentioned have already been, always and everywhere, vested

in the authorities, For all practical purposes the whole of Palestine is a-

N
N .

cantrolled area with no rifhts for the inhabitants. ' S

Inmua‘rata.on into Pl_alestine‘ has :been exploited, by the British vaérnmeﬁt
for a whole series of provocations. Unarmed refugees are received here by
the British Navy and Army with batﬂleships .and tanks, Tear-gas has been -
used against them; on numerous occasions they have heen fired ai and Several.
were shot or beaten to death. ' The rest are put into. cages and interned
behind double*rows of barbed wire in Cyprus.

In spite «£ 4 flood of iayx{s and orders, :law and order do not prevail.i'f‘ ’
Security measures have reached tnelr neak and security.-has vanished comple= |
tely. The Government Memorandum on the Administration of Peléstine under

?; O ' "+ fthe h{ér_z_@g'be‘.

AN
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the Mandate spéaks’ of the paramountcy of law and of the liberal regime - but
3 "actﬁélly the law is regulatad. lawlessly and the rerime is liberal only towards
ifﬁs high officials and towards the soldiers, who may act at théir pleasure,

.The soldier who was sﬁe.ti’bned in Palestine durmg the - anti-fascist war
fwés. friendly towards the people and .the people were friendly towards him,
'Today, soldiars stationed in Palestine are systematically trained in the
spirit of racialism, and the spirit of an Army of Occupation in enemy territory.
» They have been fed on the poison of anti—éemitism. General Bapker, the

former Officer Commanding, instructed his soldiers in a secret order:
""Strike the Jew on the sole place where he feels it, on his pocket!,
It is a strange understatement when Ben Curion told ycu "that it was
| 2 matter of surprise that the unofficial assaults were so few", There were
6n1y too many, amd they comprise murder, rap€ and pillaée. .

Let us start-with munder. On 30 June 1946, the :curfew imposed on "I‘ﬂ-
Aviv was lifted at midnight. Ten minutes past midnisht Amram Rosenberg,
walking With his sister in Ben Yoduda Strest, was shot by a British officer
in the back and killed, The officer confessing to the murder was merely
sentenced to be discharged from the irmy,
| On 24 April 1946, a soldier, Carsoﬁ by neme, was on guard on the Jaffa-

Tel-Aviv border, when a group of six Arabs approached, one wearing two wrist
watchies. The soldier demended one of them, and when the Arab replied that it
belonged to a friend, Carscn killed him and robbed him of his watch, There
were many eye-witnesses but the soldierts claim that the bullet had escaped
his rifle was accepted by the British Court and Carson was set free,
Cn & April 1947, Moshe Cohen, a Jerusalem merchant, 43 years of age,
was shot dead by an Army patrol on his wey hone,

‘ Estrer Tobi was shot dead while waiting at a hus station, Aboud Mizrahi

was shot dead on his way home accompanied by his daughter; Kati Shalom, a

;l;-year old girl, was. shot-dead-while standing on the balcony. Ismail Ibn -

'Mahmud 2 young Arab bo_,r, was killed near the bridge at Hertzelia, When

; : - /his mother,..
: Ve . ,
I -
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his mother hurried to his.-assistance she was beaten, kicked :'ind trampled bnn;

by the soldiers. The murder of. l6~year old Alexander Rubyﬁitz who was kid=-"~

I’lapped. by a British terror squad under liajor Farran is kriown to you friom the.

press, During.the disturbances of 1936-39 a Briiish constable was injured.

Thereupon a 3ritish patro‘i nicked th.ree youngsters at random in the nearest‘ :

village, Gilat el H‘arithiya, and .murd'ercd thém in the village yord. -
Neither the Army nor the Poiice show any regard for the citizens' homes

y

or property. Flats have been entered by day and by night, for checks and

searches, with destruction of property and robbery, Peonle used to say

© "Don't leave any valuables at home - there may be searches" DuI'll’l{f the .

. distrubances of 1936~39 larg,e,écalu, destmctlon of property was caused in

“Areb villages -_in some cascs by bombing from the air; fourteen houses were

destroyed at Masmiya Village in the Gaza District, Lest year, houses, store-
rooms and stables were destroyed at the searches of azricultural settlements, - .
such as Doroth and Ruhama,

Women and rirls have been molested end have been raped,

There was a night in T%'iv - the inhabitents called it the Night of -
Horror - the nicht of 8 Larch 1947 - when soldiers fired with machine guns
from armoured cars, killing 4 and injuring 15. There were days of pogroms
committed by the soldiery in Tel-iviv and Nethanya,

It is a sombre- picture, but the knowledge of thcse facts is essential
far the understanding of the gravity of our situation and of the criminal .- 7
nature cf the activities of the Army and Police arparatus in Palestine.
Until today, the British Government which has confesscd to the failure of
the liendate, has not onfessed to the crimes committed in our country.

In the British C—overrﬁnent's policy of "Divide and Rule", the army plays:
an impértant f)'art. Jews and ~rabs in wniform are put in action for objectives -
and in areas antl quarters where this in itself must contribute to national »
hatred, ’The Trans jordan Fronﬁien Foree, for instence, was employed against‘;;
the Jewish settlement of Kfar Giiz;di in a way that placed responsibility not -
on the British officers buft on the irab soldiers.

/All'eady. v . e
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Already in thé Spring of 1946, when the Ar\x;io—!\merican Committee of

g7:¥£11c1uir3,' was here » the facts were so obvious that the Committee was compelled

. to state that Palestine is an armed camp and to admit that cven from the

.poiﬁt. of view of the budget, Falestine has become a Police State. Today the

'Qsi’tfuation is still worse than a year ago, i
| To sum up: Whichever politicéil nroposals y\our Commit,tee. will recommend,

‘ Ithesr should clearly and unequivocably include the demand for the evacuation
* ‘of the Bz,‘itish armed forces from Falestine. This is the common demand of

the Jewish and /rab masses of Palestine, The feeling of the masses you may

judge from the 27,000 picture cards sent to you by the people of Palestine

| d"emanding evacuation of the British army - although the censor has forbidden
" ‘the publication of these picturcs in our newspaper, Kol Hatam, The posters

displaying the pictures were torn down from the walls in Jerusa.lem; ahd in
' ‘Haifa on the day of yow visit, by the military.

The evacuation of British troops from Palestine ig imperative for thé
peace and deveiopment of the country., It is one of ‘the most important and
most urg;ént steps to he takén to free the inhebitents of this country from
‘the instrument of colonial oppre;ssion , end to make Pale'stine independent.

The evacuation of British troops from Palestine is imperetive for the
'pea:ceful development of the Middle East., The Police-State built up iﬁ
Palestine is also a threat tc the neighbouring countries,

For thé sake of the peacc in this country, for the sake of its freé
develo;>mé1t ard democratic cooperation between the peovles, for the séke
of thé maintenace of internetionzl peace and security, Palestine must be
freed and cease fo serve as a military camp for the Imnerialist arm&. In

“the name of the wide messes of hoth peonles of this country, we appeal to

‘you and throuzh .you to the United Nations who have, in their Charter re-

affirmed their faith in fundamental humen richts, in the dirnity and worth
of {',he human 'person , in the equal rights of men and wonmen and of nations,

large end small, to direct the British Governmeént to withdraw its troops.

v ' To quit Palestine!

v s , e
by :
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Mr, VILNER (Secretary of the.Communist Party of Palestine): In l
my testimony I shall have the honour to acquaint youw in a more detailed . - ‘
form than hus been done in the memorandum submitted to you with ihe plan
of thé Communist Party for the solution of the problem of this country
in a just and democratic way,

Before lay'ing this .plan before you, I shall take.the liberty to clafify
some of t_he fundamental premises serving as a basis to this plan ard to
analyse and reject those other pians which in our opinion are not in the
interests of the inl’xabit;m‘bs of this country and of world peace.

Let us téke The Problem of Independence.

,I\n the period after the Second World War, when the democratic f,or,cke‘s'»' :
in the world grew in power and vigour and when the struggle of the colonial
peovles fpr national liberation and for independence reached a new peak, .
Tmperialism began to adapt its tactics to these new conditions', without
changing its volicy and its objects even one whit

One of the ;nethqu the British Government has been using in its -
colonial policy after the war is the distortion of the conce'otion. of
indeo‘endence‘ The classical examvple thereof is Transjordan. ' In order to
_prevent a discussion on this mandated territory before tﬁe United Nations
Organisation, the British Government concluded a so-called agreement with
one of its agents, the Emir Abd!}l ah;-according to which Transgord n has
been proclaimed an 1ndependent country and Emir Abu},lllah its King. But
everyone will understand that there is nothing but deceit and hypoer sy
in all this. ' Transjordan, allegedly "indeperdent” now according to the
Treaty with Great Britain, ‘serves as one of the mighty military bases of the
British in the M:dele East. A strong British army and air force dominate
little Transjordan. This TransVdanlm State is therefcre in effedt a
British coloﬁy and an important strateglc center Its alleged independence
is nothing bu{'. an 1llusion mroclaimed in order to b".Lock the _fight»for the
real indevendence of Transjordan,

. : /In the same.. )
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'In the same way Britis’hh.Imnerialism has attempted tc “"solve" the

1

~ Palestine ‘question. TIn the autwmn of 1946 it convened the of ficial

i RN

renresents tives of the uews ard the Arabs in order to solve the problem of

% our count.rv accordnng to the Trans 1ordan pattem, behlnd the back of the

1 ‘

‘UNQ, so as to place this orsanisation before a fait accompll.' The Covern-

f ment‘of A the USA publicly demonstrated by its marticipation in the ﬁ\x}glo-

American Inquiry Commission that it is hand in glove with Great Britain in
the irhperialist intrigues in the Middle East and in the undemining of the

authority of UNO, which is the sole international body competent to deal

with the problem of Palestine. This, because Palestine is first, a mandated

territory, and secondy - because it is an important strategic area which
under .the present circumstances is serving as one of the moints where the
pr;paration for a new world war is being carried out by the Angld—American
imperia_lists. | '

The Londo\r; /Gonf erence, an Anglo-imerican imperialist intrigue , Wwas

a comnlete failure on account: of the Anglo-American rivalry which goes

hand in hand with collaboration, and on account of the contradictory

¢

attitudes of fhe Jewish and Arab official leaders. Onlv after this failure

ﬁas Britain forced to transfer the Palestine oroblem to UNO. The official
leaders of the Arabs as well as of the Jews anneared at Lake Success only
after Mr. Bevin had alreadv arrived the"re.

;The negotiations'in London and the plans tl‘in,‘.- ve presented there
by Britain have ;roved that the real objects of **. ... 1ish Governmemnt wsre to
gramt the country an "mdenendence" 2 la Trayésan; it is to turn Palestine
into a British mllltarv base "by agreement".

In view of these designs of Brltlsh Imperialism, we regard it as
riecessarfr to stress the folloriwg: When sneaklnp: of the 1ndenendence of
Palestins we have ‘in rmind no fict‘itious indeuendence, but full and true
independence,. the meaning of which is -- evacuation ch ‘the British Army and

Police from Palestlne and the removal of the Brltlsh mllltarv bases;

mde'oendence whlch further means removal of the economic sub Jjugation
/,,’I /,'
- . A N fof’'tHe
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‘of the country by foreign monopolles* a sib ftizativ: biought about xlri'lish’tin
heln and ccllus:Lon of the Brltlsh civil - __itaby authorities,

' The abrogation of the British Mahdate and the evacuation of the
British Army fi'cm Palestine are pre-conditions for any solution. No plan
fcr t,he indevendence of Palestine can vossibly be reallsecl whlle Britlsh
rqle gentinues and the foreign amm remains on the territorv of Palest:.ne.

Let us take The Morrison. plat‘nl.

One of the vroposals of the BI'itish Government in the recent pas“l;&g ;
the so-called "Morrison Plan". Accordirz to this plan an-"Arab province" . -
is to be established in 38 per cemt of the country, a "Jewish countnr" in 17
per cent while the Negeb and Jemsa,lem are to remal.n Bntlsh reserves, The 1 ’
most interesting point, however 1s that the central rule is to- be vested in |
a government appointed 'cy Britain. We have here before us one of"ohe mc_st
instructive examples for the real stand of the British chemmenb 'fhe v
British Gove nment proposes again and again new schemes, which do not grant ,
even a bit of real indeverdence to the countrv and which are designed only |
" to 'incite Jews and Arabs against eac}f; 'other.

- According to the Mor/r}ifs{cn Plan which is incorrectly calléd a
Federation Flan, all reai vower remains in tne ha,nde"of the'Central British
Government  The High Cormnlssmner would be smpowered to intervehe in a.ll
matters of the so-called "autonomous reglcns" the Jewish as well as the
Arab, in addition to the direct nﬁ_e over the districts remaining under
British rule. K | L

Military, Pélice, Courts, Foreign Affairs, Customs, Transnort —
all these wculd'remain in the hands of the British Cen’cral Govemment . i It -
thus becomes obvious that the B-itish rlan does not weaken in the slighi;;st -
degi‘ee the nresent imperialist rule and only .creates new pointe of friction |
between Jews and Arabs' on questions of bounc‘iaries‘ and the size of the ,
territories in the so-cailed ;'Jewish" or "’Arab" districts.

The Brltlsb Government is here beha\:rlng in the same wav as the -
cunning fox in the ancient 1egend The fex aﬁr two monkeys auarrel:mg —

/between C ’,3
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between themselves over the d:.v:.sion of a plece of cheese thev had found
. He offered hn,s medlatlon and brou‘eht a nalr of scales Then he d1v1ded
‘the cheese 1nto two marts and out them on the scales Naturallv one
jnlece was heav:r.er than. the other and sinece each of the two monkeys was
keenmg strlct Watch th' t the other. should receive no more than his shqre s
the fox bit a m.ece,off the large;‘ pnrt; of course enough to make the other
Dart heavier so th.'-/xt he had again to bite a piece off that one; and since
the two monkeys were so intent only on seeing that the other did not re-
éeive more than his due, they let the fox continue his mediation work
" until all the cheese had gdne, eaten up by the third marty.
Such a plan of foxy cunning is the Morrison Plan. We do not
oppose it on e.ccount ‘of the federation idea it contains. We are against
- it because it does not remove British rule in Palestine and is not construed
on the basis of Palestine independence and its liberation from foreign

’

political, military and economic stb fugation,

The Morrison Plan is one of the outstanding examples of how
British Imperialism is searching for means to maintain the colonial rule

“over Palestine by mew cou_stitutiona‘l‘fms'which 2o not affect the foreign

]

‘rule and which are calculsted to evoke clzshes between Jews and Arabs.

4

Let us now take The Bevin: “lan.

On 7 Februar,v 1947 vt}}e/:rltlsb Government vroclaimed a 'new"
plan. This plan is built uvon the creation of Jewish and Arab cantons in
Palestine; but it too starts from the immerialist wrincivle that the foreign
rule must be maintained. The British High Commissiomer will be the

M"guardian" of the minorities in the different cantons. The Central Govern-

.

ment would be appointed by Britain. In the hands of the High Commissiorer
‘will remain the supreme legislative and execcutive power. This regime, which
was to cortimue for five years, is called "Trusteeshiv'. After that period

there was to be transitien to indenendence provided that Jews and Arabs

- ‘
i '

1| agree to a new constitution.
"7 77" This plan is thus built yoon the idea of a transition meriod ‘to
D independence, but‘lin fact it is only avparently so: the British Government
. ..' - /l/ - ‘ )
s - / . N . p J I ; o ! 3 } -
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1s the main factor 1nterested in a snlit between Jews and Arabs in arder to '
Urevent L) 101rfb flght of both neople against it for 11berat10n The whole
nolicy of the British Government in this countrv is based, Aas in chen
Brifiéh colonies (India, Ceylon, etc.j’on thevfostqring of national and
religious antagonisms, in af:cordance with the ]‘mperaﬁst nrinciple of |
- "Divide.and Rule"”. A "transition veriod" under the nr‘c')t ection of - Imperialism
cannot bring nearer the indénerdence of Palestine and peace betf.xreen the |
peonles.’ It can, on the contrarv, be directed onlv toxmards-the gaining of
| time for the consolldatlon of the fore;gn I‘ule and the fosterlng of new
natlonal antagonlsms. In realltv the Brltlsh "Mandate" in Palestlne should
have been a transition period towards ;ndependence. But in fact it is known
that Great Britain, the Mandatory on beha_].i“ of the League of Nations, not .
only did not foster indeperdence but did everything pnssible to prevent suéh.
A dgvelbpment. And thué after thirty years of Britiéh rule we are witness \
to the fact that the Mandatory sys{:em has gone c;ompletely bankrupt and not
only that Palestine has not become in'depend‘ent., ‘butv the most elementary
democratic rights, and even security of 1life, have been robbed .fx_*om the in-
habltants of - the courrbrv. |
B To sum up: the vlans of Nognﬂon and Beyin have one th:mg in. common,f
narneiy the tendency to create new noints of fricti{o‘n between Jews and Arabs ;
on the basis'lof a fight sbout imaginarv boundaries of districts with
illusory self;-government, while over all the "cantons" and "federative
districts" hover uninvifce” peace angels ~- the British aei‘oplanes -= for
the orotection of o0il, the military bases and the supervrofits of monopoly
cavital. | |

The plan for partition of Palestine is the plan of the Britiéh,

Foreign Office, kept in reserve for the event that "Federation Plan" _a._

"

Morrison and "Canfonisation" a2 la Bevin fail. The British Partition Plan

is founded upon the concentlon of 1ncrea51ng the spllt between Jews and

X

Arabs and pernetuatlng Brltlsh rule. The mtentlon urderlying it is to

divide Palestine into three parts one Jewish, one Arab and the third
¢

’Brﬁ::’sh



British. The Arab and Jewish parts are to enjoy. an imaginary independence .

oh the 1ire's of Transjordan. The imtention is to camouflage the British

?

military hases through fixing formal political boundaries which in reality
K . B 1

would not Achanée in the slightest degree the actual state of affairs. For

¢

‘there is no indevendénce if British districts sre maintained in Palestine.

There is no indevendence without the evacuation. of the foreign ‘army.

The Partition Plan was: first nrovcsed by the Pee}/Oénunission in 1937,
“According to this vlan there were to be established a "Jewish .éstate", in
" frab Sté't’e" and in addltlon a Brltlsh Menclave" or corridor extending

from Jerusalem to Jaffa,

The afore-mentloned Partltlon Dla.n drawn up by the Peel Commission

., - of 1937, nroposed the creatlon of a "Jew:Lsh State" more than one third of

whose inhabltgnts would have been Arabs.  The report iself says:--

"Tt.is, of covrse, too much to hope that after partition
there ‘will be no friction between Arabs and Jews, no
'incidents', no recriminations’, keeping open the wound
vhich nartition must inflict... the question of the
minorities must be boldly faced and firmly dealt with",

4

In partitioned Palestine there will be no peace between Jews and

Arahs, but sxispicion and the wish for revenge and territorial extension.
The latest mrovosal of Mr. Ben Gurion for retention of the Mandate in the
~ Arab vart of the mrtitioned Palestine, can leave no doubt as to the
interrbion‘s of the advocates of nartition.
The whole scheme will only strengthen foreign imperialist rule
in all f:éfts of Palestine. Whether or not mrts of the country will remain
urxdef dirsct imverialist administration, there can be no doubt that
imperialist control will he the dvérriding force in every nart of Palestine.
The sections of the country will compete for immerialist assistance, for
"protection of miﬁorities" , for exoansion, for loans, for weapons, offerim
strategic basis, e;mléitati.on of raw mterials and eco,némic key positions.
The stmggle for genulne independence will become more difficult
i"m the divided parts owing %o~ the . fostered antaaonlsm between Arabs and

‘

Jews and the _,.newly\»creat'ed»mfmorit,ies .

/The partition

S /"
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The parti’pion of Palestine is. advocated by'f\bdll;}'\(lah , King of 'Tf{iﬁs"—
jordan, who, with the help of some peliticians in other Arab countries,
tries to ormanise a bloc of irab ¢ untries. This scheme, khown as the’

. "Greater Syria" plan, orovides for the creaticn of a state which would
include the Arab vpart of Palestine and which would serve as a cordon
sanitaire and a strategic base for Anglo-American Imperialism under a
Hashemite. crown  Advocates of martition within the Zionist camn regard a
"Jewish State" in vart of Palestine under imperialist "nrotection" as an
instrument for future conouest of the remaining vart of the country while
Right-—lﬁihg Zionist grouns wamt to include Transiordan in the future Jewish
State.’

Fconomically vartition would be disastrous for both the Arnb and Jewish .
veoples in Palestine There is no natural ;f"rontier cut tingPalestine into |
two sections. The nartition of the country would entirely and arbitrarily
destroy the economic unity ‘off Palestine. Arabé and Jews are in general not
living in clearly separated areas." |

The importamt mineral denosits of the Dead Sea which form the basic
natural wealth of Palestine would, in a partitioned country, only serve
sectional interests. .

For any development scheme involving the vital nlans of major
irrigation throughout Palestine, the waters of the Jordan are essential.

Partition would cut the railway system of Palestine into several
" sections ~ The main railwav line of Palestine, that connectlng ana and Halfa;

—ree——
crosses the frontiers nrovosed by the Peel Renort not less than five times.
The main rosgs carrying the major"nortion of Pale.stine's massenger and
freight traffic, would be similarly affected

Industries are mostlvy concenmtrated in .Haifa Bay and the industrial

\

belt of the Tel Aviv area  In the vartitioned Palestine, the industridl
. z .
zones would bé cut. off from the mainly agricultural parts of the country.’
TO SUM UP: Partition would not solve the problem of Palestine. It would
be a catastrophe for the economy of the country and would retard social and -

/economic
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ééonomia progress far a long time “to come. - It would inérease the shtagonism
: betv\feen‘}'n"abs..ahd Jet&s,"and Blpékthe‘wé.j to" fresdom of both 6eop1eé; 1t ‘
“would stre‘n:gthgn’tl}e domination of imverialism and local reactionaries ar-ld
* would ease considerably the umbuilding of the Anglo-American bastion-é.gainst

the movements for Nationmal Liberation in the Middle East and against meace.
W, .

“It may also be that the British Coverrment will try to carr;vloﬂ with
- -its colonial onvression and the retention of the military bases by changing

. the word "M'a.nda"t.e" into the word "Prusteeshin® without altering the conﬁents
of these terms hancl without in the least abadﬁ@n-irig its nos itions' It is also
possible that it will attemnt to reach an agreément with the 'U.S. \. regardirg
‘a joint Anglo-American trusteeshin. The Arab and Jewish masses of Palestine

- will onnose British or Anglo-American trusteeshin, as a camouflaged colonial

‘

rule.
Wh.y are all plans of the British Gc;vemment based on the denial of
the possibility of fraternity between peoples and ‘uron the "hecessity" to

*'retain the British regime and-armed forces allegedly to guard the neace

" between Jeéws and irabs = The reason is neither accidental nor does it affect

‘

Palestine alone, It is a direct.conseouence of the general international

1

volicies of Britain and the inherent onpressive nature of Immerialism.

In this country the large-seale construction of military basés is

.

‘urdér way The military nremarations of the colonial rule ars actually as

i

“‘feverish as in war time.
’

Tens of thousands of workers are in the emvloyment of the Army,
Palestine is turning into opné of the main British military bases in this

Part of the world. Styafésic ani oil interests They are giiding British

SN

nolicv in Palestine . o '
The nolitical nrogramme of the Jewd Agenecy as it has just been

brb'c-léinxe‘d. before you is a nlan for the establishment of a Jewish State.
' ‘Frolrlm the answers éyfdr. Ben Gurion it became clear that the Jewish Agency
" are willing to consider Partition,

In reality the nlan of thé Jewish Azency is the \sam’é as that of

g oo /Dr. Weggparn,
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D .. Welzmann, the only difference heing that Dr Welzmann clnarlv and openly

savs what he wants, while the Agency wants to retaln the nossibility of
bargaining and fear that if they nropose»partltlon mblicly and outrlghtly
their chances or bargaining in ensuing discussions will be reduced In ;'v
nartic@lar, the Agency do not dare to aopear openly in favdur of Pa?ti%ion,
because this solution is not at all vooular among the Jewish masses, The
vigorous ovvosition of the Agency to a bi-national state originates above
all in their ophosition to Jewish-irab cooperation and an agreement which.
would take into accaunt the just netional asnir-tions of both neonles of

’

Palestine and would minrantee them equ-lity of rights.

“

The fgency has nroclaimed for the first time thet they do not support - '

the continuation of the British Marnddte  Even .if this nroclamation was mde S

only in order to Comnly with'the"sentiments and anger of themasses of the

Yishuv against Imperialism, it does exrress the feelings of the Yishuv with

.

the exception of a small groun of miserable servants of Imperialism.
A1l the Yishuv is united in its view that the status guo can no loqger;'

be continued. The masses have had more than enough of the British rule of

‘

onnression.
Likewise, the overwhelming majority of the Yishuv is opposed to the .

martition nlan of the Jewiéh Ageney and of Dr, Weizméﬁn.' Workers'! parties
, i .
such as the Hashomg¥ Hatzair, the Ah‘d)y{ Avoda and Pogle Zion Party, which
v S

vehemently nrotest against the vnartition of this country have been forbidden
: J :

by the Agency to anpear before you and to give-testimony, - Among many

sections of the middle class too there'is cpnosition to nartition on

1

economié grounds. 'hen the Jewish Agency demand the martition of Palestine,

‘

they do not exnress the mblic opinio gﬁngishuv.

It is also known Fﬁaﬁ*the %3abs of Palestine are united in their
onmosition to.yartitian Thév regard it, and QUité riéhtly, as an obspructioﬁ'?i
to the nossibilities for the aghievement;of.gational liberationuanq as g

4

coﬁsbiidation of the nosition of the foreisn rule/}n the whole country.

Those British agents - of the kind of-King‘A?EBIiah of .Transjordan - who ' e
A . _ ! U
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- deiﬁahd martition of Palestine.éut of their subservience to the British

strategxc ‘schemes in the Mlddle Eas't do not express the ovinion of the
g;:abs of .this country nor . -of their own countries.,

The .Ar\’&/H‘i,gher Committee has not- appeared before you, but its
nolijqi,cal programme is, ae known,, the‘establismnent of a Palestinian State;
; bvwh:.ch is meant an ‘Vexclu-siv.el_v Arab .State, while conferring minority rights
| ungn-thOSe Jews who.a]ready were in the country in 1918 and to their

'descendant,s'. This nrogramme dlsrepards the reality, the existence of two

o neonles in Palestine,. The nrogramme is- only playin* into the han's'of the

“"foreimn rule to Jivide between Jews-and Arabs - a nlan of domination which

4

- cAan“"serve no one but the imne-rielisis;

The "-.democratic‘;forbe'é among the Arab neople which have grown
considerably during recent.years and ha¥e an esnecially decisive influence
'amqng the Arab wblrkers, are opwosed to this reactionary attitude to the
_J,ewsr in Pa_lestine..

To t’hei vital .question "Is Jewish-Arab cooperation possible” we
reply clearly and vunequivogally in the affirmative. E\;en uqder the vresert

cgnditions of colonial incitement cooneration -is on the increase. So much

¢

—————— T SR S .

o T —

. I sh'a.—ll now give some examvles of 1dent1ty of 1nterests and co- B
v j ﬁonery{ion between the Jews and the Arabs. ‘
"« . In spite of all efforts by verv influential element - 'ha‘?alestine
to. antagonize the Jewish and Arab workers, cooperation between them is
| inereasing and embracing more and more workers of both neonles in the.common
| ,stfuggle for the nrotection of their rights and the achievement of improved
. Wages and working conditions, as.illustrated by the increase ’in the number
. of joint strikes of Jews and Apabs. rlgri;ng the years 1943-1947.
- There were three such\)sfi;ikes in 19433 one in Jaffa, where 130

. minicinal sanitary workers, Jews and Apabs, struck for higher wages, cost

.

- of living allowances and imnroved. soeialconditions. ~ In J&\r}(s'alem, there
- were two common strikes of municipal workers: - 385 Jews . and Arabs struek

|
/for ' 1
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for improved .conditions and the right to acduire permanency .in their. jobs.
These strikes amounted to a total of 2282 working days.
In 1944 the nunber of wmarticipants increased from the nrevious Year'é

/
515 to 1300, 1In Hajfa about 1250 Arabs, Jewish and Armenian railway workers

]

struck far higher wages and improved socisl conditions. In Jaffa, Jewish®

and Arab industrial workers struck against unjust lay-offs and for imprbved "1 _

¢

cond/i.tions. The total of this year was 5640 working days of common strik.é's
only.

In 1945, 1300 Jewish and Arab workers in a military lsbour camp
struck in opposition j:b arbitrary disnissals and for the recognition of'%hé
workers! organization. (Up to date the Government has\not yet recognized
the workers! committees and trade unions of military camns! workers). This '
strike lasted a full week and was aécomranied by common meetings and
demonstrations which were received with great sympathy by the povulation.

Again 130 Jewish amd Arab telephone workers struck for improved. conditions,
The- strike lasted three days and resulted in success. In Haifa, 1100 workers,
employed -at the railway repair shops stophed work in comnlete diseinline |
and ‘solidar:i.t;'_r.' Total participants in common strikes during 1945 were 25‘30,"/':
involving 8500 working days of common:striking. B |

In 1946 the strike wave of Government workers reached a peak.
Emnio_veesof the Departﬁxent of Posts and Telegranh, Wireless, éivil Servants
(Second, Division) and Ra‘ilwéy Workers, engaged in a strike wﬁich completely -
paralized the entire Governmsnt machinery., The number of Jewish and. Arab
strikers‘ amounted to 30,000. Political and religious leaders, as well as’ -
influential newsmapermen of all sides, were mobilized for the nurnose of
breasking the strike.’ Provocative rumours were svread am! all medns were uéed,r.,
- but the strikers remained united and maintained their solidarity and were

thus able to realize the major nortipn of their demands. Only by false <
_nromises the Covernment succeeded in preventing a widening of the strike 1‘:/0~
include the AE;OOO military camn workers and thousands of .oi_l workers, who

4

were on the verge of r,articipatic;n.‘

/In addition
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-In additidp‘to ‘the many common «meétings, a number.of joint de-

»monstrations took place in all parts of the country, and esnecially in the
lafge cities, carrying slogans of "Unity of Arab and Jewish Workers means
‘Victory"".' These demonstrations were received with sympathy and support ‘by

‘the' general Jewish and Arab. Domilé“tion.

| (In May 1947, followmg a *)erlod of comqn strikes in the oil
comhanles such as S ell, Man@eff and Séc\p; Vacuum the three large
trade union organlz/at:.ons - the Hlstylr/uth the Congre&of ‘Arab Workers,
and the Arab ,W_cyk{rs' S.ociéty = for the first time in the history of the
Palestinian wofking class arrived at an agreement to organize a warming
: sit\ri‘ke of military camn workers. The strike ‘ppok nlace on 20 May, 1947
" and nassed in complete unity cand ‘sdlidarity. The narticinants nunbered
40, 000 Arab and Jewish workers. |

It is’significant to emphasize that these common strikes took place

:m times of severe national tension inflamed by the Government and its

‘

supporters among Jews and Arabs.

These common strikes and the solidarity express‘ed by Arab and Jewish
| ;_’workers s ha.vé grown bevond the limits.of a purely economic struggle, and.
" have become a manifestation of poliiical stfuggle and a demonstration
. against the colonial administration and chauvinistic incitement.

| As an instance of how the common man views the question of cooperation,
I quote the words of an Arab villager during a joint anti-locust action
covering 2, SOO‘du_num's in'the Sharon Valley. He said, according to the
‘paner "Haaretz'": "If the locusts will 1ay their eggs in the earth of the
tcombania'! (as the Arabs call the Jewish collective scttlements) anatur'ally‘
in two weeks the insects will invade iny fields too and eat &f my crows,
It is a chain, and Jews and Arabs are links in equal measure in this chain.”

It was insoirine to see the !&réb and Jewish villagers intermingled )
going forward shoulder to shoulder in long lines to combat ‘the common enemy.,

In addition:-:to the common actions which express: the cooreration of
.. the Jewish and Apab toiling ‘vma,sses, there were fimther examples of Arab-

/Jewish
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Jewish coonmeration. In its memeranduﬁ to thé?Anglo;AmericanTInquir&

Commission, the Governmert was forced to state a number of tynicél examples

of successful cooperation among Jews and Arabs. The memorandum said:
"The General Agricultaure. Council.which contained equal
nurbers of Arab and Jewish members, .wd-unbroken .. -
existence of over 10 years and came to an end only bhe-
cause its main functions passed into other hands. . The :
most significant example is perhaps in the Cit Contro
& Marketing Board, estsblished by law in 1940 and 1941
respectively. Both contain equal nurbers of Arabs and
Jews and have continued to maintain a singleness of
nurnose in dealing with the affairs of the citrus
industry which has been most refreshing. A joint Trans-
vort Advisory Board was successfully formed, The mixed
Haifa Municipal Commission has ‘succcessfully remained in
operation since its appointment." -

<t et B L B
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The numerous facts of economic collaboration in common working -
. . }
-+ nlaces, in mixed municinal councils and on various occasions between Jewish

and Arab neighbours have emerged beyond the limits of oure economical
interests and become a molitical demonstration directed azainst the desire
of the Government to nrovoke quarrels and sow division between the two
peonles

In addition to these facts a long series of attemnts, made by Jews

s

and Arabs, to come to a mwolitical agreement, may be recorded.

In view of the imvortance of these attemmts, some instructive

examples will show how various circles of Jews ami/jiﬁbs worked unceasingly

for a nolitical agreement.
e
y

In the heoginning of 1922, a Pan-Arabian’ Congress was convened in

¢

Cairo. At this Congress proncsals were discussed for a Jewish-Arab agreement:
and nolitical and economic collaboration between the two peonles.
’

Negotiations were opened between the repfésentatives of the Arabs and Dr.

ES@%, merber of the Zionist Executive Committee. Mr. Sappi; from Jerusalem:

‘ «

was the mediator. Dr. “eizmann was kent informed of the course of the dis~

!

cussions, and approved of them. But the negotiétions were interrupted

’

after Dr Weiﬁmann informed the British: ffovemment about them. The officiails ;
of the British Government demanded to "nostnore" all nego’ ' ations in vir
) the fact.that the annroval of the Mandate was on the agenda.

/(Medzini:

I
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(Medzlnl- "Ten Years of Zionist Policy" ) iy

. Dr Macpéé revealed before the An%}6~Amer1can Inquiry Commission
~that-in the negotiations between Arab Deaders and the Jewish- Agency in
1936 the former agreéd to cohsi§erable J?wigb/émmigration. The number of
Jews %E_this-couptry’Was to'réach‘BQO?OOO in 1946 or LO per cent of the

‘total population,
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»Whv did thiS'agreemé;t not come off? Moshe Shertok revealed
thls en 26 March, 1946, before the same .7/1@—amerlcun Ingquiry -
“Commisgsion, where he stated: - ' E T

"There were Arab leaders who were inclined to give their

congent to a very considerable Jewish immigration, but they
made conditions that could not possibly be acceoted. It was
impossible for the Jews to agree to the immediate liquidation

of British Mandatory rule; that was not their function and in
those days, they were not enthu51ast10 about such an eventuallty,1

' These few examples show that: IR -
1.  During the years of Brltasn occunation the Government has
01rectly or 1nd1rectly dlsturbed all attempts at a Jew1sh-Arab
agreement .
2. - There have ex:sted and still exist Jew1sh and Arab
circles who desire and are ready to come to a polltlcal agree-eﬁi
ment. ' | » |
3. The problem of 1mm1grqtlon dld nat present an unsur-
mountable obstacle to mutual Lnderstandlnz.‘ |
Lo On“the basis of joint struggle. against coloniai'rule an&f'ﬂe
for complete‘eqﬁal rights between Jews and Arabs, political;>
egreemenf”ie poésible. A
5¢° The numerous common actions which havevfopnd.their
exnression in the solidaritl/é%;ikes of thou§ands of Arab and .
Jewish workers, pro&e the strong desire of the'masseé of the |
people for a peaceful life and mutual understanding. |
6.  The abolition of the colonial rule will create the con-
ditions for the achievement of.peace and brotherhood between -

Jews and Arabs.

The problem of Palestlne is not the Jewish-Arab an*agonlsm.
The Palestlne question is the question of a colonial. country . 2
subJugated by forelgn rule and thlrstlng for freedom. The real
1ssue of the Palestlne questvon lies in the clash of 1nterests
between Brltlsh Impevlellsm and the;>opulatlon of this country, i
Arabs and Jews alike. 55 ' .

g T 1 ‘. i Old Likrary-
L ra . Tt R i K
v P 7 The ten51on




hufeiples:-

A/Ac 13/P. v. 29 RV
 Fagel8 - O

’ The;ﬁeneioﬁ which.existsibetween Jews .and .Arabs is ne justi=-
;;afication whatsoever for British,rule and for British troops
being ste-ioned in oﬁr country. - On the contrary the reverse
is true: 30 years of Britiéh'rule in our country is the main

‘1&1
reason for the nresent relatlonshlp between Jews and Arabs.

| -fThe»colonlal rule is the ma;n source of the national antagonism

‘existing in our country.t Tﬁe abolitibn'of the British Mandate,
the evacuation of the Bfitish Armf from our country , and the
setting up of a aemocratlc and 1ndependent Arab Jewish State -
"is ‘the only solution to the Palestlnc questipn.

| The reactionary plans of the rabvﬂiéher Committee and
of the Jewish Agency do not express the real feelings and

opinions of the irab and Jewish masses at the present Juncture.

7"vAsk the ordlnany Jew, the ordinary Arab in the street and they

w1ll tell you how far away the masses-are from the schemes of

. '+ demination hatched b& their reactionéry leaders. You will then

convince yOurselvéa»hoW strong the desire is for the.establish-
ment Efvfriendly reletiens between Jeﬁe and Afabs basedlon

- peace and equality; how both peoples yearn for liberation from
the forelgn yoke. . '

The proposals of the Communlst Party exrnress these demands

"'_of‘the‘masses and of the common Jew and of the common  Arab, The

Gommunist Party‘holds that any political solution to be accept-
able’to the broad masses of both peonles in'Palestine to fulfil
“their -just nétiohalfaspirations and to correspond to their

V common ‘interests, must be foundec on the folloWing two prin-
fj;ifl‘Eullbindependehce of Palestine, that lé;

. (a) abfdgétion of the Nandate

(b} evacuatzon of the forelgn armles.

Jgﬁ“il"/ . N ;://; /(c) abolltlon of the

itf\f,




rights.
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(c) abolition of the econr ic domination of foreign

monopolies;
recognition of the right of both neoples to independence

in a single free anc democratic Palestine, based on the
: : - h - .
' x

- “l- D
principle of full equality of civil, national ancd political

de submit the following plan for the realization of

our independence°_
As a first step, the UNO shoula proclalm the 1ndependence‘
The UNO should

of Palestlne and the abrngatlon of the 1andate.
fix a date at the shortest possible time for the evacuation

of the B;itish Army and Pelice from our country.
The vecurity “ouncil of the UNO should appoint a Commise

(2)c

sion to carry out the appropriate ds0131ons taken by the UNO
and to restore the démocratic liberties of which the inhabitants

The UNO Commission to be

of Palestine have been ceprived
appointed should convene representatives of both peoples of

Palestine democratically elected whc are to determine the

future regime of this country on the principle of two free
Jews and Arabs, free

pecples with full equality of rights.
of foreign pressvre,'W1]l decide of their cwn free will whether

indevnendent Talestine should have a bi-national or federative

strﬁcture; :
‘ The restoration of democratic_libertiés.anc the abolition

of ths'Imperialist terror regime are pre sondltions fdr the.

free expression of the will of the two peoples, for the growth

of the foundaticns of their brotherhoed. You should not forget.

that the British GOVGr‘l??t, during the 30 years of its rule, '

has suppressed all forces’struggling for Arab Jew1sh frlendshlp.
st Party of Palestlne was illegal, hundreds»

i

~ Until 1942 the Comm,
of its members—were Qsported hurjrsds mcre thrown Jnto prlsen

e



CaAagas/muey
. Page 50

and concentration camps, accused of mobilizing the Jewish and
Arab masses for the struggle against colonial oppression and
for friendshin between the neOples.

‘ During all these years the Brltlsh Administration has
encéhraged the chauvinistic forces among Arabs and Jews in order
‘to prevent the common fighﬁ’bf both peoples against the foreign
domination.

" To put the question as to whether there will be peace
between Jews anc Arabs after the evacuation of the British
Army, is tu put the cart.before-the horse. It is British-rule
which is the main séurce.of ﬁhe.national antagonism. For many
yea}s the two Semitic peoples have livecd in peace and brother-
hood; they have had ﬁeriods of common happiness and progress,

- of cooperation and brotherhbod.. Again and again Britigh Impe-
rialism has done its utmost to incite both peoples againsf
each other.

u The Greek philosopher Archimedes once said: "Give me a
fixed point and I shall move the earth',

‘We say: "Give freedom to Palestine and the Jewish and
Arab masses will find the way to cooperation',

No coubt, the British Gevernment will try to sabotage
your wofk:aﬁd recommendations in order to nrevent a final and
speedy solution. But the Arab and Jewish masses are united
in their cdemands for the immediate termination of the regime
of colonial oppréssion. »

Mr. Chairman, Gentlemen of the Vommission:

If you will help the Arab and Jewish peoples of Palestine
in théirvstruggle for freedhmg you will lay the basis for
peace not only in Palestlnu oo ilu the whéle MiddleAEast. You
;~“w111,make an 1mportant cont ;zdgidn té the cause-of international

 ‘cobperation, to thg cause of world peace.

Wy

J/{hbrief pecess

7 .
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(A brief recess was called by the Chairmen at this'pointsl
CHAIRNAN : I.caii +he meeting'to ofder Wlll the repre-u

sentatives of the Lommunlst Party of Palestlne nlease come up
to the platform. |

will ycu please give us the number of the membere oﬁu
the Communist Party 7 | ' | V

Mr, MIKUNIS : The Communist Party in Palestine works ;
under very difficult condiﬁions. Thst 1s why our n mbershlp
is a membershlp of mllltants. Our mllltant memeg{;ilp is
1 AOO In 1cd1t1qn we nave thousancs of supporters of our
daily paper and of other dlfferent enterprlses Qf the Party.

CHAIRMANY: How many copies of your paper are produced ?"

fr. MIKUNIS : Five thousand copies. |

" CHAIRMAN : Do they all go to the‘public ? '

Mr. MIKUNIS : Yes. | ' _

CHAiRMAN : So when you speak of the wishes of fhe @asees“-
of the;Palestinien populatiop, you do not found yourself on
your high membership ? B | R

Mr. MIKUNIS : No, but we know the_moed, we know the
desires anc the wishes of the ﬁrab.and1Jewish masses.

CHAIRMAN : Does the Communist Party embrace boﬁhthe
Jewish and the irab sections ? o A

Mr. MIKUNIS : It does not.

CHAIRMAN : Does it embrace only the Jews ?

Mpr. MIKUNIS : Yes, only the Jews-- the ﬂrab Communists
. work 1n the League for Netlc%/l leeratlon. | '
| CHAIRPAN : Why have you not succeedec 1n cooperatlon
between the Jews and the Arabs in the Communlst Party 7

‘Mr. MIKUNIS : It has nothxng’*o do w1th this. The matter '

‘ | /1s thatlln all L
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| ‘1s that in all bas1c problems of Palestine, the Commuﬁiét Party

'of Palestlne and the- League fer Nw&éonal Liberation are of the

‘same opinion. It means,our common fFight for independence, for

a democratic state, for an abrogation of the Mancdate, for

(evacuatlon of the troops and agalnst nartltlon of the country.

ﬁs fer the secono part .of your question, it is & question

cf organization which has nothing to dc with the success or lack

of success in cooperation.
CHATIRMAN : You mean it does nct show unwillingness on the

part of the Arabs towards cooperation with the Jews in this

- political organization ?

Mr. MIKUNIS : It does not show anythihg of the kind. It

is a question of internal organization of both the Communist

- Party and the League for Netional Liberation.

CHATRI“AN : On the economic data you gave, I should like

- to put only a few questions. You speak of the interest that

car i}

-

ompine

B

Jewish and Arab landowners have to pay on land.

Mr. MIKUNIS : The peasants

| s L et i et o 8

CHAIRTAN : Yes, the peasants. You made us understand
that interests are very high, that is, uSury interests. Now

I wonder if the indebtedness is great. Is the indebtedness

‘great ?

Mr. MIKUNIS : Yes.

CHAIRMAN : You quote, in your memorandum that was handed
in somz time ago, the figure for the incebtedness of the Jewish
landewners as LP 14,000,000, and I understand that the indeb-
tednesé to a large'extent, perhaps to the largest extent, "is an

indebtedness towards Jewish organizations,\and that perhaps the

blgger part of th?t 1ndebteaness will be written off.

/Mr . MIKUNIS

e . K tL ,’v/‘/ \ .



Mr. MIKUNIS ::In our memorandum we state‘ébfiéure of
LP 14,000,000, that being only for the communal Jewish settle=
ments, As statistics for the Arab tenants and peasants aré?ﬁotf‘{
available, we judge only from the Jewish aebt how large and |
enormous the sums of indebtqgness of Arab peasantry to the
usurers or the landowners or to banks can be.

| CHAIRMAN : But has not the tendency during the war
rather been that tﬁe Arab peasants have had‘great~profits aﬁd
. paid off their debts ? ‘

¥r. MIKUNIS : The situation during the war was that very-;'f
poor peasants and tenants, the nart of them who could not
continue on the land, left to find employment in the military
camps, and the general pictufe'during the war was cértain strépéi;
in the village ‘became richer. It does not mean that they Qbﬁiﬁjik
pay all their debts, or even fifty per cent of theif debts,
because we judgé by the.communal.Jewish‘setplements wﬁich during
the war could not pay even fifﬁy oh fifty-five pef cent of
their debts.

CHATRMAN : Aé to the Jewish settlements, we can understandif
that, . because what_we have heard is thet they paié'very higﬁ ’
prices for the land, but the Arabs who owned their land, I
supnose, have not paid these high prices ?

Mr. MIKUNIS : No. The Cebts of the Jewish communal !
settlements are not due to the high pfices of land. They obtainEM
eé their land mainly from the JewégﬂNational Fund for ninety-
nine years, and théy paid very little for it. Their debts afe o
a result of the economic system which the British Government
introduced in this country. It means the high prices of the
necessary raw materialé; the inflationary system and‘the~monb—;

- pelistic companies - they are mainly responsible for all these «

p - -/heavy debtsv R
/ w0y - - i : i
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1»heaVy"debts on the Arabs and the Jews alike.

'CHAIRMAN : To go to another matter now : do you think

 that Jewish‘immigraﬁionzshbuld'bé favoured and go on ?

. Mp, MIKUNIS : In my address I spoke about the proﬁlém
"J.ﬁgfaJewish immigration, and I ééﬁcentrated on the burning
huestion and¢ on the burning.matter of these days, and the.
burning ﬁeed is to solve the 'vroblem of the Jowish victims
of Fascism concentrated ‘in the cémps{fér disnlaced persons.
.'T have shown that this must be the concern of the United Nations
. Organization, to close the cémpé; toxliqu{date'tﬁem, and to
“enable those of the displaced.Jews who want to emigrate to
other countries tc do so - to other new countries;'inéluding
Palestine, on the basis of relatives, bééause’there are many
Jews who have relatives ih Palestine. That is how we regard
this question today. R ' ‘

CHAIRMAN : Whét,vin your opinion, répresents the reaétion
from the-Arab side with regard to an increased Jewish immigra-
tion 7 |

Mr. MIKUNIS : It is that the Arabs hévé shown during thé
laét'years more uncerstanding for the major issue of Palestine.
They uncerstsnd that the majdr'issuekof Palestine is the inde-
pencence cf the country, and my comracdes hére have shown alsc
that during the last twenty years there were maﬁy influential
Arab sections and leaders who uncderstood that the major issue ‘
of Palestine is not immigration, - which is uséd by Imnerialism
to divide and»rule - but to fight for the incdenendence of the
- country, because it is quite hatural that, in the free inde;
:,penoent country of two peoples with equal rlghts, two peoples

\—\

are:-willing to solve all their questlons, 1nclud1ng questlons

. of immigra tlon, llke other free peoples, like other free coun=-
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" So in respécﬁ of the terrific éﬁfferingé éf the Jews, in
Eurcpe, we think and we are cenficent, - if this is not tﬁrqg@ éﬁf
intc a major issue of Palestine, as manyrfeactionary eircles-
are interested in makingﬂii ~ it will be a normal matter that
Palestine should share in solving-fhis nroblem, and there will:~‘f
be nc difficulties cn the Aq;b/gfde.\ ‘

CHLIRI'AN : If there were formed here,.right now, an
indepéndent Palestine state on Qrdinary democratic lines,ﬁI
suppose the first questicn teo come. up for decision’would'be thei;Q

~immigration questipn. What decision do you think would,bextakénw 

in such a st:te if the Arabs held the majority ? '

Mr. MIKUNIS : I am confident that the preoccupgpion of -
ayfree[ independent Palestine will be, first of all, to .
guaréntee!this incdepencdence anc¢ democracy. The first preoccupa, 7
tlon of the pecples of Palestine w1ll be to create conditions
against any forelgn 1nterventlon in thls 1ncepend ent and
democratic Palestlne° We are also confident that on the basis
of the past which We have shown- you, on.the basis of the‘past,’
there will be no difficulties between the Jews and Arabs in .
settllnv in common vital questions of Palnstlne, ;ettllng also :
“on a cemocratic and just basis the vproblem of 1mm1gratlon,»and‘
th~t a free Falestine and two free neoéleé will offer refuge-
té Qictims of Fascism cr other nersgcuﬁicﬁg,like other freei
countfies a? nther free pecples in tﬁé:wofld."

CHAIRFAN' : But is that opinion of yours based upon what,
ydu know about prevailing opinions in Palestine ? TYou think»
that Arabs.would Voté for Jewish immigretion ? |

Mr. MIKUNIS : We know that the irabs fight for the inde-
pendéﬁqe of Palestine, gnq.we know that the Jews fight for the-
indgpeﬁdence qf_Palestine, ,We know, in afdition, that two:fréé; f

foeo ple sim‘an v

i/ N



‘lpeoples 1n an 1noepenoent state W1ll find, llke other peoples,
," and cur‘people are not worse ‘than obhers - will find a common
ixway for cooperablon and fbr,the solutlop of all problems \
!‘concernlng these.- peenles ln-Palestlne,,solwm,ﬂsml_ e
f* _CH“IRMAN : Is it not rlght then that Arabs ere agalnst .
"_'i".mgn‘igrati on ?’ ‘ o

M. VILNER : T shoulo like‘to'adé something on this ques-
prtlon and if" my mngllsh 1s not SO gooo, or rather bad you
';w1ll excuse me. |

" First cf ‘all, in our pronosals we have not suggestea
ké'simple 1noeﬁendent democratlc Palestlne. We have suggested
‘a democrat1c 1nq/peﬁaent Falestlne basec on the recognltlon

of ‘the existenée of two peoples in Falestine, two peoples with

‘equal rights. What Coes it meah ?  That in either one or
[ S ———

" another constitutional form leading towards the future structure |

of Palestine, both peoples will have in each case the same right

iﬁ determining‘the questions ofIPalestine. In other words, we
assume that the situatioh now in Palestine is not what it was
before the war. We have stressed in our addresses that both
~ krabs and Jews are ready for agreement , are ready for coopera-
‘Htion;'and this reacdiness will express itself also, among others,
in the question of immigration.

Secondly, the question of immigration.was never a question
isolatéed from the other nroblems of Palestine. I have not
heard that irabs wers opnosed to immigration because of immi-

- gration. I have not heard this. They were opposed to

/immigration on
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immigration on political grounds; It is not a question of
immigration isolated from the other voints. It is a political
question on the ground of incepencence, on the ground of
equality of rights, on the ground of eliminating foreign
intervent ion. We have no coubt thet, as eXnerience also
teaches us, - ncgctiations between Dr. Migﬁég‘anﬁ Arab leacers,
and cther experiences - we are sure that only foreign |
intervention mace the questicn cf immigration sc difficult'
in the past, but in new concitions this will not be an
cbstacle to independence or cooperstion between the two
peoples. It is a poligical question connected with all tﬁe
Palestine problems.

CHAIRMAN : But do you think you can senarate this

political asnect of the questicn from othsr asnects ?

/HMr. VILNER
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N ; VILNER: I heve not sald we can separate 1t.r I have
said that we uannot separate this questlon. It has a common
solution, whlch the Jews snd Arabs w;ll also find; the
question of immigration céﬂ and will be solved.

CHAT.. 'N: But if you arc wrong in youf supposition and
if the irabs still oppose immigration, as they have done
hitherto, and you further assume that the Jews and Arabs in
-a democratic state which wes going to be formed would have
equal rights, who would then decide tﬁa qﬁestion? Would
thefé not be a deadlock?

Mr. VILNER: Wo, we think that Loth frabs and Jews are
willing to be independent, end t hat they will both oppose any
foreign intervention in any question. They aré not interested
anc they will not e interested in intervention by foreign
rule. The question cof immigraticn, aé I said before, can
be éolved on the basis of an independent Palestine which
would guarantge the real and just national aspirations of
both peoples. Of course, thke question of immigretion cannot
be solved ouw side the problem of independence, But the
agreement between the two peoples, & s we propesed, 2fter the
United Nations Organization will decide upon the termination
of the Mandate, will, in and of itself, create a new situation
in Pelestine. The mosses will know thet from then on they
will have no forcign intervention. Then the problem for them
will be one of celling in the feoreign imperialisﬁ again, or
of sclving the questions emong themselves, We are sure they
will decide to solve the juestions amonz themselves., You
have heard tefore about Balkanizetion. It meant a fight
between the people in the Balkan States, All the diffiailt

.-

questions were and are solved, I think that the same situatim

.

will be true in. Felestine,

/CHLIRMAN sece
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;.CHAIRMAN: But I must ébiht‘duﬁ éhét.all.nw'quesﬁioné were pub ;
under the assumption that there would Eé a freé and independent Palestineg Y
and thot there would be built up ﬁere a free and democrétic state. I .

assume also that there wwula be no intervention from the outside in

your life as a state. Therefore, my question remains, and I understand

§

you mean that the.Jews and Arabs could agree on imaigration; is that
right? |

Mr, VILNER: Yes, I think so. In fact, I am sure,.

Sir Abcdur RiHMAN (India): Mr. Chairman, if I underétand him
correctly, does he want the new state, after it is formed, to decide
the cuestion of imajgration?

CHAIRMM: I heve taken it ﬁo be so,

Sir Abcur RAHMIN (India): Is it correct thet he wants the new state
after it has come into e istence to decide the question of immigration?

Mr,. VILNER; That is right, but that is only one part of the
qucstion, We have stféssed that we see a special urgent guestion of
displaced Jews which must be immediately solvea by the United-NaFions
Crganization on the basis or intefnational arrangements, including
immigration for those who are %nterested in immi tién into new
countries, including Palestine,

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Woulcd you kindly say whether wﬁén you say
"equal rights" you mean equal votes for the Arabs and for the Jews. I
do not undgrstand the words "equal rights"? 4re all the righ£s and civil
liberties guaranteed to both without any diference of votes? I do not.v
undersﬁandbwhat you mean by the words "équal rights" to the Jews and the
Arabs?

My, VILNER:. "Equél rights" in two meanings: "equél rights" for
every citizen, and "equal rights" for Both peoples,

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (Iﬁdia): Equal numbers?

Mr, VILNER: It is notla question of numbers, It is a

question of rights. I think thet the constitution may be in

this or that form, and we think that t'e question of a detailed

oy
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~comstitution will be actual after the decision of-the United

PR

l L
~and equal national rights for both peoples as peoples,’ It

cagreed upon Ly the two peoples of relestine will also, in our
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'Nations Organization to- bring an end to the British rule, The ;|
rrineiples which we have laid down in our addresses and in

the memorandum are equal citizen’s rights for every citiszen,

mey assume various forms in the conditions of Palestine,

it g

" ihich we stressed are special conditionse. We cannot Tind

another example in other countries,

Sir Abdur RLHMAN (India): When we find that the present
position is that the twe éommﬁnities, Lrabs and Jews, are not
equal iﬁ numbers today, what should we, according to you,
recomiend te the United Nations General issembly as to the
form of Government -- whether'they should have. parity, equal
rights and equal votes, or thev should not have these things?

M. VILNER: Our rroposal is that irrespective of
numbers kboth reoples must have equal rights,

CH/ATRM.N: Ivunderstand'from what you seid in your

statement that you mean a kind of bi-national or federative

-state should re made; 1is that so?

Mr, VILNER: Perhaps I cen a2dd something to the statement
which will neke it clearer. W< are for a solution that will
guarantee full independence, the great est agreement and the
greatest unity of thc two peoples and of the country, Our
?arty advocates a unitarian bi-national solution, but under

I

the conditions of full independence. [ federative solution

.

opinion, meet the¢ir common interests and national aspirations.

VI think thet is quite clear.

CHAIRM/N: Well, if you speak of equal rights between
the twe zroups, I surpose you nust envisage that even in an
independent Palcstinian state there would be varicus opinionsg

/on the gquestions..



on the questions to be solved. In thig state with equal

rights for the two’ sections, who would decide the differences -
of opinion? 3 _ ».w
Mr. VILNEA: I think that the members would decide that
for themselves. he problem would be frr them either to cali  7
in foreign'fule to decide, or to decide their differences among
themselves, [nd I think that every arab and every Jew would
not 'be interested in foreign, military and polipe rule, as
they have experienced in the past; and as they are experienciﬁg
now. )
CH/.IRIM:N: But we are discussing now entirely on the
basis that there is an independent Palestine, no foreign
Mendatory or anythihg of the kird. Do you think there woula
be dissension between the two groups? ‘7
Mr, VILNER: T think there would be also other dissensions 
between employers, workers cnd others -- not only on-a |
national basis. Ll1 the difficulties will be solved by tﬁe
people, -- by the institutions of the country themsélves. In
other words, we suppose and we are sure that of the two possi- |
bilities we will be faced with, either foreign rule or |
settling the Jifficulties between thc peoples themselves, we -
" ere sure that no people will be interested in foreign rule.’
They will find the way. We arc asking the United NatTons.
Orzanization to give us that chence: give the peoples of
Palestine the chance to be free, Declare the abolitioh 6f
the llandate. Declare the evacﬁation of truops. Then, call
t he newly-elected recpresentatives of those peoples to come to
an agreement -~ of course, to an agreement on the constitution 
and on ﬁhe difficulﬁies of an independent Faléstiniaﬂ State.
In theseéonditions, the indepandence of Palestine will be
assured as an ouﬁcomeroi.an Arab-Jewish cooperation and

. | /understanding...
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'understandlng, prov14ed forelgn 1ntcrvent10n 1sfgbolisﬁed
and flnlshed..

Mr. ENTEZ/M (Iran).(Iniérpretation from French):
Mr. CHairman, my questicn is the same type of question which
has been put here, I see in the speech of Nr, Mikunié that
they are nct in favour of a‘partition of Falestine; thet
‘they propesed a bi-unitarisn state. It is the saﬁc qﬁestion
which you, Ir. Chairman;'and Sif abdur Rehmen have put. I
understand‘yogr icea, of course, Mr., Mikunis. You want to
¢nd the kandate and you wert to create an independent Palestire
which would not be subject to any foreipn influence. Suppose,
for instance, that we were tec solve that prcblem that wéy -
thrt thare Were no handéﬁe in Paiestine eny more and that
Pelestine were independent. TYou woull then be faced with the
problem'of creating é Government, and as you s&y, "2 democratic

. 7y

Government.” If you hacd not said that you wanted equ~l rights,
I would understand your proposition, because yvou wculd.than be
}faced with the task of finling a form of Government for this
country. But you have already prejudged the case. You have
already Gecided upoﬁ the Government ycu want. You said you
- wante:l a demccratic government, end an independent Falestine,
with equ:l rights for Jews and irabs, DNow, if you want en
equel state, that presupposes thst you will have najority and
minority problems, and the principle of majority and minority
rule, and you must accept it. Ir not , e:d you simply say
thet you want equel rights on the besis of equal rights for
Jews and irabs, then whet will result will be a bi-national
state. If this is your sclutiocn, thén you saust find some
soluticn for problems on which such a bi-national state may
not agree. Therefore, I de¢ not went this problem to .o any
further. In general, I might say thet I an sympathetic with

~your proposal. But, I would like to ask you this question:

e

e / ‘
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What do you mean by equal r;ghts, end how do you expect to

rzconcile problems on which there may .be a Jivision of opinion |

and disagreement in the bi-nationrl stete which you proposed?
How will you reconcile the ideas of equal rights end the
rrinciple of mpjority end minority rule?

Mr. FIKUNIS: What is significant 31 our programme is

thet our programme reflcects exactly t'e reslities in this

. country. You are hearin: us after your visits in the count
y g y 3

an: you must have noticed that Palestine is not a questicn of
numbers of a minority or cf a mejority. You can sce that the
Jews and the /rabs contributed very much tc the economic and

cultural developnent Pf this country. 1t mcans that there was

-

nd ‘qUestion o a na t ion ¢om1ngt1ng the country and a certain
. RS SOl BT SASMEE SR - . .

mirority, but you cculi see twe pecoples working, trying to

create their homes. Yes, and it means that our programe,

speaking about two vcorles in Pclectlne with equ“l rléhts,

rcefleets realltles in Lﬁlestlnea lou think in tcrms of majorit

But the *roblem of FYglestine is not a_Problem of mlnorﬁty and
ma jority ana minority. / The reactionary forces are interested

in speculating on this question for their purpose of domination

-

=2 Falestine as a whole

o

The slogen of the Jewish ngcncy of turning
into a Jeirish State 1g certainly a slogan of comination of one
reople over the cther, The progremme of the Arab izher
Committee tc erect o naticnel -~ thet means to s2y a
Palestinien-ﬁréb State with rights fer the Jews in Talestine,

is alsc tue same slosan of Zomination -~ of one people over

another people. We want, in the intcrests of the peoples, and

in the intercst of peace, to avoid-such a solution of domina-

tion -~ of qﬁe people over encther. That is why from this
viewpoint, which is & democratic and‘just viewpoint, and
taking into consi.eration the reality of quéstine, which is a
country of two pecples who sre equally imgbrtant for the de-

velopment and future of this ccuntry, we build our prograrme,
/on tht ...
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on the b951s that this must be a birunltnrlmn stﬂte, What

ﬂoes bl—unltarlan state mean? It means a single undivided
state of both peoples, or two peoples, having equal rights.

We do not eprroach this question from the arithmetic poi- " of
view. It is not a question of arithmeﬁics meening that as

we will échieve indepehdence,'the vote willshow an Arab majority
=nd a Jewish,minoriﬁy.-fThe‘arithmetic aprroach must bring as”
a consequence that the majority will dominate the minority. It
means you are brck whére you were thirty years ago. We want to
finish with this question of forel :n intervention, in order to
finish with the prevailing conditicns in Falestine as you have
scen them, and as we have seen them for the last rhirty years.
In orler to finish with this trouble, we come to the conclusion
that Pelestine nmust nét e partitioned. Palestine must be a
democratic, single state. Palestine is inhabited by two peoples
contributing very much to the present development of the country
and to its future, as we hope. And that is why - the two
peoples not only inhaBit Palestine, but they, themselves,

should govern Pelestine, as peoples with equal rights as
regérds their cultural development, cormon economic develop-
wment, and nationel development. Equai rights sand egual
opporﬁunitiesrmean to enable us to raise the standard of 1life
of the Arab mosses to thet of the Jewish masses in order to
march togcther as equel neornles to @ better, a ﬁore prosperous

future. That is why when we put our programme of a2 single

Pelestine governed by two peoples we say with this that our

- programme reflects the reality im Palestine, It eliminates a

possibility of domination of one people over another, It
eliminates the possibility of foreign idtervention. And we are
confident, as I tolé you before, thet the Arab and Jewish people
are in any case not worse than other neoples. There were troubks

]

/in Yugoslavia...




in Yugoslavia and slaughter of 5éééles‘Eéééﬁse‘dfffbreign:inﬁérvehtion anid bea;
cause the reactionaries,ithe social strata of this intérvention ruled thé couﬁt:y,l
When all these people were faced vith the danger of occupation by Nagi Germany '
they united and fought together for their future. So they created the conditions: .
for their common life. In the case of these ﬁeoples you hear nothing about difq’
ferences. Why? Because as there are four or five peoples, autonomous regions

in Yugoslé@ia, the democratic constitution was built on the same lines, providing?'
equality of rights for all peoples, be they big or small, poor or rich, imtelli~ -
gent or unintelligent. It is not a question of size. It is not a question of
riumbers.

Demeczratic principles envisage equality of rights for every people. ‘That is
why in order to arrive at a solution of indepéndence in Palestine wé mist not
have an arithmetic approach, but an approach which an outgrowth of the realities
in this country. And the realities are one country, two equal peoples. It is
not a question of numbers.

These two peoples must govern the country together. And I think that libera=
tion, independence and opportunity which will be given to these people to govern.:{
themselves will be much stronger than any diffcrence which wcﬁla arise between |
Jews and Arebs, I will tell you ancther secret which is well-known to you. If
there are forces in the parliament which will try to continue division between
Jews and Arabs, the Jewish and Arab masseslwill find their way and withdraw thas;'
sc~-called representatives, replacing them with popular democratic represenﬁatives;’
who will understand and find the proper and just sqlgtions for any differences !
in order to presecrve the independent and democratic state in Palestine.

CHAIRMN: - Arc you thinking of a one party idea?

Mr, MIKUNIS: Of a what?

CHAIRMN: Are you thinking of a one party system?

Mr. MIKUNIS: No, we are against a one party system. We are for a democratic
state which reflects the realities of a country.

Mr, ENTEZAM (Iran): (Interpretation from French): Mr. Chairman,
J/after this



‘after this explanation I thiﬁk'I‘understand'that what they

o page 66 ..o
mean by equal rights "is equal power to realize their
national aspirations for - both peoples in the couhtry, and
not equality of rights in participation:'in government. Thus,
if a democretic government is achieved‘in this country they
expect to find'ccllaboratién between Jews and Arabs on that
basis without arithmetic coming inte play at &ll. I repeat
again, what they mean by equal rights apparently is equal

power to realize national aspirations, and not equal rights

- in participation in government,

CHALRMAN: We are not opposing you. We only want you

to develop one narticuler detail of your proposal, For

. instance, I am thinkinz of a possible division in the

parliament about a question, whether it be the immigration
questi on or-encther question. The parliament, I suppwse,
ought to. contair, acccrding to your views, end equel number
of representstives for the Jéwish and Arab communities. Am
I right that-this is what you mgan? - L

Mr. MIKUNIS:' No, we mean a parliament on the basis of

" proporticnal representation, ot on & compunal basis.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): I would Jjust like t o have
zn explanation. If civil and relizious rights are safe-
guarded by the constitution, thc governmemt weuld still have
to he run by some persons;' How are thcy to be elected?

Are they to be equal in numbcer?

Mr, MIKUNIS: I don't quite understand,

Sir Abdug AAHMAN (Indio): £ the ecivil and religious
rights are to be safeguarded By the constitution which we
recornend to the United Netions, still the government will
heve to come into existence. Hcow. are those persons who form

that government to he elected? Are they to be elected in

f /t’;‘qual e s e
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equal numbers by both the communities, or are they to be
clected by a majority and a minority?

qu‘MIKUNIS:‘ Again you introduce a question of majority
and minority. Our plan envisages the guarantee not only of
civil and religious rights and freedom, but also the guaranteg
of equality cf national rights for those peoples. The |
question as to how the Government would be formed is a
question of the future -- of the near future, The government
-must not necessarily be built cn the basis of parity ss
between Jews nnG Lreabs, The history of the last years
teaches us that parity does not exist in a cocuntry which
achieves independence, But the guarantee of equality, of
religious and civil and national rights is the people. The
democratic forces of most people are intercsted in preserving
their independence, but durinz the last thirty years enormous
efforts have heen made by the British Governmeﬁt to rut
obstacles in the way of democratic fcrces in Palestine. And
yet there were possibilities and there were condit ions for
comuaon Arab-Jewish strikes and different actions, which have
been strengthened during the last two years due to the growling
consciousness of the Areb and Jewish masses after whet they |
have learned in the last twenty-five years since the First
World War. In conlitions of independence, in conditions of
non-intervention by fereign rule, we are confident that the
democratic forces of the Arabs and the Jews will find their
best way, in the best interests of the pecple, for the
parliament, and for the creation of a government and for the
constituent assembly which must outline the first constitution
of the first independent democratic Pelestinien State, Every=-
thing will be decided according to prevailing coenditions in

Palestine. Y
JAs 1e have eee
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-sffesséd before - and we underline it now - the people of
Palestine will never be ready to sacrifice‘théir independence, %
to sacrifice an historie opportunity cf a aemocratic indepéndont
state for any differences which can arise in the course of tﬁé
first. stages of development -of an,independentvPalesoine. We

~

are confident, on the basis of history, on the basis of the
Idevelopmem:in different countries in recent years, we are
confident that when you give us a chance of abrogating the
Mandate or evacuating troops, both our peoples will show that
they are ripe for such an independent ahd democratic state ,
end they will find‘their own, and the best, way .for the solution
cf all their problems and differences,

CHAIRMAN: It is two o'clock now, and we shall have to
continue the questlonlnv tomorrow. ‘I,shall be obliged if'you
will be here then.

The ‘meeting is adjourned until nine o'clock tomerrow

morning.

{The meeting adjourned at 2:05 p.m.)
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