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FRESwNT:

CHa IRMLN: . Mr, Sandstrom Sweden
Mmr., Hood nustralia
Mr, Rand Canada
Mr., visicky Czechoslovakia
Mr. Garcia Granados Guatemala
Sir sbdur Rahman India
Mr. dntezam Iran
Mr., Blom Netherlancs
Mr, Garcia Salazar Yeru
Lir. Fabregat \ Uruguay -
Mr. Simic Yugoslavia

SuCRETLRIAT: Mr. Hoo assistant Secretary-General

Mr. Garcia hebles Secretary

CHaIfiwN: I call the meeting to order. The agenda

for today's hearing contains two points: Fublic hesring of

represent atives of the Jewish agency and public hearing of

. representatives of Vaad Leumi,

I think we can adopt this agenda.

It is adopted.

Then we are going on with the questioning of the
representatives of the Jewish Agency; First, 1 might ask if any-
body wishes to put any questions to Rabbi Fishman.

Sir ABDUR RaHMaN (Indiaj: I have cne or two questions.

Mir, KkaPLall (nepresentative of Jewish sgericy): Rabbi

Fishman is not here, He was not informed that he was to be

;! “f /quessluned.
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questionéd. ‘ ! .

CHaIRMaN: Then we will postpone those questions. Will ]
Hr. Horowitz, lur. hLaplan cnu f.r. Bernstein come to the table.,

(lwre Horowitz, kr, haplan and kr. Bernstein took seats

at the table).

oHalR}wN: For my pert, I only wish to repeat my requests

for the maps we spoke of uuring your address. ) R
| Mr, habtbLal: The scheme was sent to you, in eight copies.
The other maps will be sent tomorrow.

CHallliall: Does any other member wish to ask any questions?

Sir s~BDUR.RaHenN (Indis): Yes.

In compiling data on infant mortality, did you calculate the
rate of immigration among people in different economic stataior in
different ecconomic groups of arabs and Jews?.

Mr, HORU~ITZ: My uata on infant mort;iity was based on

Moslem population. We did nct give any data on the Jewish popu-

lation, where the cecrease is also very pronounced, but what it

was intenced to prove was that the infgﬁt riortality of the hoslem
B exact

_population decreased concurrently and in/ccrrelation with the in-

crease ih the share of the Jewish population. The date were given

conly for the khoslem populatiuvn of ralestine. wlthough there is

some lmmigratdon of hos;éms into the country, it is sc small that
it could nct affect the final figures to eny considerable extent.

Sir aBDUKR RaHhiaN (india): That is not the answer to the
question.

Mr. HOROWITZ: Maybe I misuncerstood the question; please
repeat it.

Sir aBDUR ReHMaN (India): DLid you calculete the rate of
infant mortality in the  difrferent economic strata or in the
different economic: groups of arabs?

© Mr, HUROWIQZ: Wwe took loslem rural infant mortality. That

- represents the most representative cross-gsection of the srab popu-

Jétion, end the poorest one, the wrab fellahin, which represents

S
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/ about two-thirds of the irab population of Falestine.
¢ '3ir ~BDUR RuHiinN (India): I do not think then that you
have calculated infant mortolity with reference to the grouping
of each family.
r, HOROWIYz: No, there are no auta for such an analysis..

moreover, we ailc nct think thaet this was in any weay relevant to

Sir ~BDUR nuhiinle (Indie): wid you calculate the economic
returns from the copitel that is being sunk in for the purpose of -
increasing the absorpti&e cajpacity?

lir. HCROWITZ: Yes, sir,

Sir aBDUR RAHLLN (Incia): Is the increesse of the present
econohic abscritive capecity comuensurate with the vast amounts

of money which have been invested for that purpose or with the

return that you get from these investments?

Mr., habLalli: The cost of colonizing iclestine is less than

ey

the cost of colonizing in most other countries, fur example, in
sustralis. If you teke the cost per person or per feamily in
australia and rulestine, or in Canaca and in rolestine, you will
find that we invested here less than the Government cr other
agencies invested for colonizing there. OSince you ask the question,
certainly we 2re spending quite « good sum of money for colonizing,
but otherwise, the Government should have ccne that, But if you

ask me if the cost of colon;zafién is commensurate with the increase
in the .bsorptive cejpacity, my answer is yes.

Sir »BDUR RuHiaN (Indiaj: To what extent are the Jewish
colonies indebted tec the Jewish National Fund? I believe some
figure wes given by you to the Zicnist Congress.

kr. haPLuN: Lhen you say Jewish National Funq, there are

' two: One is with regard to land. hith‘regérd to land thefe is
LN0 questicn of indebtedness because they are paying only for the
é? lease and they are paying a certain percentage in accordance with

/the
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‘the cost of thg 1§nd and the productiVity..VIn\the agricultural A
fieldxit is mosﬁwz.percent. The incebtedness to the Palestire
Foﬁndétion Fund anq the other agenéiés bonnected with it is
,appfoximately four to five million pounds.
Sir ~BDUii ReHMuN (Indiz): was that the figure thaﬁ you
f&aVe thg zionist Congress?
| b thLnN: No. You asked me what the inaebtedness is
té the Napional Fund; at the Zionist Congresé, 1 discussed the
"iotal question of the agricultural debts of the Jewish.Settlememts
in Palestine., That includes quite a lot of private loans and
commercial loans.
Sir aBDUR RAHMsN (Incia): what wes the extent of that
‘loan.
Mr. heFLall: by approximate estimate now is about 11 to 12
"ﬁiilion poﬁnds. It may be of interest to add that it is less now
than the agricultural prcducts per year.. If you take the agri-

cultural output and compare it with the indebbedness, it is less

than the agriculturd output of one year,

CHusIRMAN: VWhat is the dirference?

Iir. haFLaN: & very small oné. Uur estimates of the
:agricultural output of last'year wes abgﬂﬁ 14 million pounds.

I am speaking of the Jewish mixed agryé;lture.

Sir nBDUR RaHknlN | (Inciea )j: sare you nct getting very large
sumg of money fronm america and other places anu are you not
concentrating your efrorts to get ralestine as a Jewish State,
regardless of the monies which are being spent on improvement of
‘the country.

‘ Mr. KaPLaN: I will have to divide that question into quite
‘a.féw parts. I answered to the first part in my statément, and 1
fdo not intend to fepeat.it. May 1 remind'you that I.ééid in my

“7 statement that the collections mede Ehroughout the Jeﬁish WOrld are

) 4 by /vefy substantial
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very substantial and they are made in order to absorb new immi-

grants and to increase the absorptive capacity of Falestine,

amueng these countries, the United“States plays a very substantia§

role. There are now five million Jews in america. It is the :
largest Jewish community and the richest. Therefore, we now
receive the greatest part of our contributions from imerica. If
you ask me whether we collect money in order to absorb immigrant
and develop our country, the answer is yes, certainly, If you::
ask me whether we have taken into consideration the cost, if the
implication is thet we are investing or'spending rmoney without '
paying any attention to whether the cost is fantastic or not,Amy‘
answer is no. We are trying to save the cent and the dollar‘andL
to invest it uhder the existing conditions in the best possible
way. and we are giving an account to our contributors through-
out the-world, and to the Americans, in order to show, from our
point of view, that it is quite a good investment, It is an
investment tc revive the Jewish people,

Sir ABDUR RAHMaN (India): Are thereany arab villagers
who are entirely landless?

Mr. KaPLaN: T will call your attention, in connection
with this question, to the Governqgnt Suf;;y prepared a year ago.
There is a chapter entitled Di$pi;ced arabs, and there is quite

~a lot of information with regerd to the registration .conducted
not by us but by the Government with regard to the displaced
arabs. You will’find there the figure, which has been arrived
at after long investigation, after years and years, the total
number of acknowledged displaced arabs are 666, The Government
made certain facilities in order to resettlie them., Only half
used these facilities; the other half refused. You may receive
more detailed informa®ion on this from Mr. Shertok, who will
also ansWer to the quesﬁion that the:representative of .India

o

/raised yesterday;-;
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raised yesterday. -But all the figures that I aﬁ'stating now

can be found in the Government Survey. I menticned the total a

few moments ago, 666. Only half of then used»thé Government
facilities to be resettled. The others thought it was not
worth while because they found other occupgations or sources of
livelihood. '

CHAIRMAN: Is there any indication of what became of the
half. that did not use the facilities f the Government?

Mr, KaFLAN: There are'certain indications in the Survey,
But we have some additional material that Mr. Shertck will pre~
pare for you;

Sir ABDUR RaMiaN (Indiz): Dc you consider that the
average Arab hclding is adequate for the maintenance of the irat
family at a reasonable standard of living under present condi-
tions?

Mr, KabPLaN: I tried tc give quite a detailed answer in
my address. 1L do not wish tg{go into the matter but I will say,
.if you compare thi/#féb hold&ngs in Pzlestine and the arab
holdings in TranssJordan, and if you will compare the standard
of living, you will find that the condition of the Arab fellahir
is much better. If your question is whether the position of
the Arab farmer or felleshin is a satisfying oné, I will say no,
but it is not connected with»the question of the size of the
~land. His posiﬁion was worse twenty years ago. It is in connec
tion with the queétion of the use of the land. I may call your
attention to what I said previcusly when I went into this at
great length. I do not wish to repeat it.

8ir aBDUR RaHMaN (India): In view of the existence of a
deficit and the graduél‘increase in the arab populaticn, which
. .Goubles its numbers in approximately twenty~seven years, is itnc
necessary to edopt a land policy to safeguard the rural popula-

;f. /tign?
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tion?

Mr. KaPLaN: again, it is the same questlun that we arP
discussing . I am trying toLmake my point clegr. Perhaps I did no
succeed. first of all,.the Aréb agricuitural popﬁlatlwn increased
during the twenty-seven years. I do not know the~exact figure for
theAtwenty—seven years, bﬁt I can gire you the figure for about
fifteen years. In my figures, the agrlcultural populetlon %Hﬁfﬁiﬁi
ty about 30 percent. What I am trying %o say 1sithat it is not a
question of land reserve, There are large land reserves in Pa;esu,
tine. They are now either uncultivated ~ they are even called uﬁF
cultivable - and we have tc convert them into cultivated land, or-
they are cultivated very extensively.' If the Bedcﬁin in Negeb is‘
using 499 cunums of land, he is conducting a miserable living. He
can conduct quite a good living if he will improve the form of uée,
of the land and if we intrpduce irrigation, ATherefore, there is'a‘l
question of land”%;nure. I have also stressed the question of>uhat‘
I call the necessity of land reform. It is not a question of qué?ﬁ
ty. .It is a guesticn of legislation und a Question cf the use ofl
agriculture. You have ﬁmemendous reserves of land in Trans-Jérdan
and Iragq that heas probablyAbeen under cultivaticn for hundreds. of 5
years. What is the situaticn there and what is the situaticn here?

Sir aBDUR RAHMAN: (India): Was Falestine industry able,
before the war to compete with foreign 1ndustrv9 “

Mr. KuPLaN: No, but, I think Mr. Bernstein can give that
answer, since he is the person to whom to address gquesticns on in-
dustry. | | ) o | E

Mr. BsRNSTSIN: FPalestine industry before the war was
chiefly for the local market and could compete with foreign in-
dustry to the extent that this in. ustry prcduced a good bit sold
here in the- country. Industrlal export did not exist at that tlme;

There was a cert in margln ‘between forelgn produce and Palestlne -

producey but the margln was not so blg that the local produce :
' /could not be _.

’e‘
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ccuid not be sold lere.
» Mr, KaPLaN: One momenﬁ, I would like to correct myself,
I dic not follow the questicn. I thought when you said before the

wat‘that it was the first war. Then there was no industiry, so the

question.was the one to which Mr, Bernstein gave the answer,

Sir aABDUR RaHimN (India): Have Lebanon and Syria de-
“veloped during the past twenty-five years?

Mr, HOROWITZ: I do not know if we should deal with
Lebanon and Syria, but there was a certain progress - however, in
no way comparable with ehe—imdustry cf Palestine,

$ir ~BDUR RaHMaN (India): One more question, and I
shall have finished. Were the Jewish settlements in géneral self-
supporting before the war?

Mr, KaFLaW: I have one remark with regard to what we
call the method of our colonizaticon.. The methcd of our colonizatio
is that a group crgenizes itself and negotiates with whet we call
national institutions, The national instituticns, together with
‘the group, prepare the sv-called coordination scheme, but the group
is absolutely independent in fixing the form of its life. The exe-
cution of the ggricultural colonizaticn plan tekes time, It is not
a queétign of & year. OSometimes it takes quite a few years. Vhen
the schene was executive, and they had a full cclonizaticn loan -
because we Jdo not give grents, but only lcans - all the settlements
were self-supporting, before the war,

CHnIRMaN: Before the last war?

Mr. KakosN: Before the last wer all settlements were
exeoutive and they received what we call the full body or full loan
for equipment, and were self-suppcrting. There were manvy settle=
ments in the process of colonigation,

L will give you an examplg. If it was a question of

4
orange growing, establishing an cradge grove takes five years, each

/year you




year you have to invest additional funds. They were receiving the =;
additional pert of the lcan, - But to the questicn that you -asked me!
my answer is yes. 1 say that in the last years we were trying;to

make general the total income and expenditure of Jewish agriculture

There was net surplus of income,

CHaIRMaN: Have you exhausted yowr questicns?

Sir nBDUR RaHLaN.{(India): Yes.
Mr; HCOD (australia): This is only a question related
to the poiat just mentiorned by Mr. haplan. Could we have some pre= -
cisicn ang rather'moreldetails on the term Yself-supporting"? |
' Would you, for exémp}e, include on that side the repayment, at
ordinary rates, of capital iﬁvested? ‘ -
Mr. KAPLaN: I shall try to give a few additicnal re-
marks. Haybe it will be of interest.to state that of the paymeﬁts
due on the ldans to the Jewish sgency in connection with the coloni{i
gation mentivned a moment ago; about 85 percent were paid on vime, |
May I add a second remark, that hundreds of -our settlers
pald during the war, despite the fact that they were entitled to
repay the lbans ten, fifteen or sometimes twenty years later, and
they settled the whole at once.
Wwhen you ask the question of being self-supporting, it
is a very simple one. The question is, when we say we are taking
the income, we are taking the. expenditure. Then we are taking the
payments to be paid as interest dye in the first stages; the
question is, does the income cover expenditure, and have theyiéer—v‘
tain reserves for payments of their debts? Is tha' clear enough?
Mr, HOOD (australia): Yes. : : |
CHaIRMaN: Are there any more questions?

Mr, FaBRUGAT (Uruguay): You mentioned on page 8 of your

evidence a draft law called the Irrigqpign anc Water BI1ll, 1947,

Would you consider that as restrictive and not creative? Would you!
‘/deseribe in-
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describe in general terms the provision of this law and the means of

" implementation provided by the Government of Talestine?

CHAIRMIN: Which laws? //
Lr. FABRWGAT (Urusuay): The Irrigb{ion and Water Bill. Do you consider
this law as restrictive and not creative?

Mr, KAPLAN: First of all, I wish to sgy I said it is a draft of a law,

and we still comsider .submitting to the Government our criticism in detail,

. in writing, with the hope that this law may be changed., We consider it

burcaucratic and restrictive., As I said, there is no recourse to the law,

The officers are identified for what they may do, They cannot he asked for

o 5t s A S
RN

‘identification if it was ascertained thet there was, say, some omission or

some mistakes Ly depriving a person ef water. You have no way of approaching
anybody. There is only one possibility of appeal, to the High Commissioner
of Palestine, and we cannot appeal directly, but through the Irrigation
Officer, and nis decision is final. You cannot explain, you cannot discuss

it. There is a proposal to have a kind of advisory committee, but it is the

right of the gentlemen in authority to sk the advice of the Committee or

‘not to ask it, to accept the view of the majority or not to accept this view,

In accordance with the law, ihe officer may decide how far you can use the
water - sixty kilometres per hour, cighty, one-twenty, one-fifty - it doees
not depend upon the work, it depends upon his decision. He can irescribe

to you how to use-the water. You should use the water from your own well, or
somebody else will use the water., You must give the water to the others,

You see, it gives to the Government, or the Government authorities, very
large powers, and as I said, on the strength of our experience we often meet
doubts, because of the uncertainty. You cannot keep this part; you cannot
use it; you cannot transfer the water,

Because of t his experience we are afraid that the law

will be used in a restrictive manner and not for development, If
. /the law

.
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the law becomes a part of a large development scheme under: publlc
supervision, we would discuss it in another way.
thIRNhN Did I understand rightly that this pcint is o

a araft law?

,-f
7

- Mr. KaFlLaN: I suid in my statement it was a draft law,

CHuIRMaN: So it has no immediate intérest, but for-the

future? . ‘ | . |

Mr., KabLalN: , I hope it will not have.

Mr. FaBR:GaT (Uruguay): I have another question, but
adaressed to Mr, Bernstein. Is this the moment for this questicn?;

CHAIRMaN: Yes, if it is on the subject under discussion

Mr. FaBRoGaT (Uruguay): In connection with your remafks
on page 15 of ycur statement about oil conééssions,-is‘it possible .
to know the‘date on which those oil concessions were granted, to
whiéh companies and under which conditions?

My. BERNSTEIN: I do not have all the particulars here
among my papers, but the information may be found in the Gazette
of the ralestine Government . N '

Mr, HOROWITZ: There was a spe01al Gazette publlshed at
that time. It was under Sir John Chanc%llor. It gives the conces-
sions, the congessionaires, the dates and the names of the companies
are clearly elucidéted and set forth as well. |

Mr. FaBRuGaT (Uruguay): DMay I obtain that Gazette?

Mr. HOROWITZ: Certainly, .

Mr.‘FABRﬂGAT (Uruguay): Will you supply it to me?

Mr. HOROWITZ (Uruguay): Yes.

CHHiRMﬂN: Can you indicate the approximate dates_whep
these concessions were given? Was it at the beginning of the Mapré
date? E

Mr, HOROWITZ: No, it was under Sir John Chancellor,

1933
about 1928 and 1936+

L?, j; , _ /OHATan N



CHAIRMAN: Does anybody eise wish to &sk any more
questions?

Mr,\BL'm’(Netherlands): I would like to ask a question
about the abshr tion‘of:immigrants. I would like to know how the
prospective immigrants are selected at the present time within the
small quota provided by the regulations. A N

Mr., KAPLaN: 4 part of the so-called permits or certifi-
- cates are appropriated directly by the Government - now, quif% a
substantial part - and therefore the seleétion is ma&%%%ES'the Govery
ment itself. A part is appropriated for disg}aced persons in the
yBritisb zone. There the selection is made by the British Military
representatives in consultation with the representatives of the
Jewish agency. A third part is now allocated for our people in
Cyprus. The selection in Cyp é is also made by the Government
Authorities in consultation with our people. We are trying to give §
first priority to children, especially orphans. Then there is the |
. question of whether they have relatives, the question of their fit-
. ness for the country. The Govermment sometimes tries to allow
older people to immigrate., |

CHAIRMaN: How many are taken monthly from the Cyprus
camps?
| Mr, KaPLAN: about 750 per month.

Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia): sabout 50 percent of the
quota? |
Mr. KaPLaN: Yes, gnd about 375 from the British zone.

fic are alao
Mr. HOROWITZ:/1&s~regands soldiers and soldiers' wives,

The others are moétly ¢%§33n-b the Govermment.

people who enlisted in the British Army during the war and fought

durihg the‘umz-against Hitler, if they were not legalized - they

- were admitted to the army, but nct to Palestine = they had to get

special cer@ificates,w@ich\were.deducted from the guota; certificam':

for soldiers who fought. in the British army but came to Palestine I

“wefore thgfwar or during the yar, without a legal éertificate - |
. - ! s

they get a Qértificate now and it is déducted from the ronthly quc@ff

T7-5 I3 LN




I ' A/AC.13/F Vakly ‘ 1
‘ : : / ‘Page 13-

N emra .

Mr., KaPFLaN: I am re%dy to ‘'submit to you in writing. the |
exact distribution of the certi%icates for the last five mounths or
for the last fifteen months, in accordance with the categories, if
you .like.

Mr. BLOM (Netherlancds): I would like to ask this:wﬁin
all the documents and calculations about the economic abﬁgpﬁgave
capacity of this country, all the data concerned with conditicns
in this‘country are very carefully czlculated.and laid out, but my
point is, do these calculations also take into account the average
physical and mental ability and the standards of educaticn of the
prospective immigrants?

Mr, KAPLaN: Yes. Should I elzborate upon it? =at one
time we had quite a large training system in the.different countrie‘
Now we are trylng to re-establlsh thls tral ng system and are try-

ingj to traln people as much as p0551ble, even durlng thelr stay in’

the countries of kurope, for their future work in Falestine. : Some=-

‘" times we call the process of training a process of rehabilitation.

It is a double process today. It is first of all what we call a

human rehabilitation, because it is not an easy: problem to brlng
pecple, after years in concentration camps back to an ability and a
desire tc work, to do hard work beccuse they want‘to do so and not
because they are compélled‘by Nazis or others.

One of the parts of human rehabilitation is a physical =
rehabilitation, a godd many of them.suffering because of what has
happened to themn., A |

Mr, BLOM (Netherlands): are they suffering mentally too

Mr, KaFLaN: For the moment I speak of the phy51cal 51de
There is quite a large work of selectlon and mecical aid. Please

remember that it is by no means perfect. Thers is a great“dealyto ”

do. We-are trying to do our best but. there wi.. many fallures. :

We are trying also to" orgaﬂlze what we call 2 scheme of
‘ ‘/emploympnt f,

e
s
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employment even in the ceﬁps, together w1th the Joint Distributiqy

Committee. By chance last week we were negotlatlng with the Gover,
ment of Falestine to organize such a scheme of vecational training
and employment in the Cygyﬁs Camps in order, as far as we could,
to prepare the detainees. But we must recognize that there will be
Va certaln percentage of people to arrive as 1nvallds - what we call
social cases, perh§§§(§?%gﬁ or illness - and we v1ll have to take,
care of them. But I can say that our experience lately - I mean
after the time of the Nazis - is quite encouraging,'especially
amongst the youngsters. I would estimate that of the able-bodied
people about 73 percent or 80 percenf succeeded in finding work angd
integrating themselves, as I said in my address more or less into
‘the economic life of the country. That does not mean that the work
- is finished. Ve are facing difficult pfoblems but we are trying
‘:’tb meet them, and the result is quite encouraging. |

Mr, BLOM (Netheriande); Do I understand thatAthe Agency
realizes that there will be, as a consequence of the sufferings
most of the people went ﬁhrough, a certain percentage'- difficult
to estimate ~ of people who will not be abie anymore.to do a work
of full value? | “

Mr, kaPLaN: Perhaps, but it is for the time being a
small percentage. 4mong the refugees. her§?§§8 guite a lot of
people who are skilled workers, even because of the herd work,in &
the camps only the fittest were able to survive, Therefore, among
them there is quite a number of skiiled workers and tﬁe process frao
the point of view of retraining will bring quite a number of refus
‘gees into the buildiﬁg trade. There was a scarcity os building
workers, and we succeeded in brlnglng a large number of them in a
short time into the building trade and thus expanded our labour fort

Mr, BLQM &Netherlands): Does the Jewish Lgency at the
moment have anngeliéﬁie estimate of the total nﬁmber of Jews from

guro.e who waft to immigrate into Palestine, and do you know how
AN &
| L @ /many
A T Ry




w——"_- e / AC 13/ ‘P V 24
. Page 15

any of them are living in Assembly Centers’P

Mr., KAPLAN -~ L think you will find all the figures in
our book, "The Jewish Case'.

Mr, BLOM (Netherlands): That was a year ago.

Mr. KaPLaN: I do not think there has been any sub-
stantial change. There were changes in two directicns - I may say §
opposite directions. The number of people in what you call de-
tainees camps, or maintenance campé/- I mean displeaced persone -
has increased. It has not decregsed but increesed by infiitration
of the people from Foland, frem Hungary, and partlyﬁfrom Roumania.
My, Barl Hagjson, who was sent by President Tigmégfabout two yeers~!-
ago to investigate the situaticn in Germany - immediately after

the war - thought that the number of displaced persons who were in

need cf settlement and d651r1ng to £0 to Palestlne then was about ‘t
a hundred thousand. Now tbe figure, as Mr. Ben Gurion told you, is |

" more than two hundred thousand, and the military occupation forces |
face this time, from the Jewish displaced persons point>of view, a
more difficult problem than two years ago, and our people already |
face the prospect of a third year.

With regard to the other countries, again there is a diﬁg
ference. There are many countries - and I do not wish to put any |
blame - wherevthe number is still very great - say Roumania. The
number of Jews who are willing and need to leave Roumania is not
less today than it was wo years ago. ~In the smaller countries

perhaps a part of them succeeded in the meantime in settling or

resettling. I do not think there is a change in the total figure.

Mr, BLOM (Netherlands): That was my point - whether
there are substantial changes after, say, the last year.

Mr. KuPLal: I regret to say no.

M-, BLOM (Netherlands): I have a few questions to put

/to Mr. Bernstein.

e,
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to Mr. Bernstein. Mr. Bernstein, on page 3 of your agdress you
said, "Jews regard themselves as entitled to a fis policy
employiﬂg the_éradually gfowing taxable capacity of the Jewish
fishuv for the benefit of those who were creating that capacity
by their labour and investments, as well as for the bénefit of
those large sections of world Jewry who need and desire to im-
migrate to Palestine",

I was wondering whether the policy claimed here would
really be a wise policy in eny country - to use the taxes paid
by one part of the population only for the benefit: of that part
of the. population.

- Mr, BuRNSTEIN: I cannot say whether it would be a
‘wisé folicy ér not., &t any rate, the policy was not conducted,
~so 1t is a hypothetical question. I only ﬁried to indicate what
were, at the time, the main differences of opinion with regafd

to conducting business or carrying out of the mandate.
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Mr. BLOM (Netherlands) : It says here that the Jews regard |

--'theMSelves entitled to this fise

FPRITIREN A

hat we could expect from the

.. TR LT

EE;.'KA?iANl: Accbrding to w

. Belfour Declaration and the Mandate, and if we take into account

& s

the process of colonization, I should like to remind you that

we are asked. 2 lot of questions - perhaps not all here in this =

reom - in connection with the extent to which the Jewish
Community was self-supporting, and we have heard a lot about
the money which is coming from abroéd. So if you ask yourself,
how can a community which is bheing established,'which is.growing
cover its needs and its services, then we must say that this |
must come from the growing taxable capacity of this community;:f
The net result of investment and labour finds itself expressed
in a growing taxable capacity, and it is only natural éhat if i‘ 
you embark on colonization you employ this taxable capacityffOr i
the community you are establishing. The fact that we were
forced by Government policy to transfer a large part of this.‘
taxable capacity to another sector, ha&-as consequence that we
had to rely on foreign money for a part of our own services. .
But perhaps I did not fully understand your question. ‘
Mr. HOROWITZ : Could I amplify the stateﬁent ? Thé situa-:;
tion is such that ﬁhe statement does not meah that the whole |
amount, of additional taxation must be used only for Jeﬁs; it‘g“f
is a different problem. If a third of the population.payé two=
thirds of the taxes and gets less than one-third - something ‘
like one quarter - of the services, the disparity is too pfo-'
nounced and a part of the additional taxes is not really péiég_Qf
from income but from import of capital in the form of cus oms jfé
_ ]

duties on various XAW/mAtAMAMs ot means of production. There=.

fore, a part of the capital which would be used for colonizatidﬁi

/. and expansion ’ 'rg

- R X < e
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_dnd- expansion of machinery for production, was transferred to

-the Arab population. That point of taxation is highly contro-

e

" Versial if you conéidef thé dispropaffiéhwﬁépweeﬁ'the two

' sections, one-third-of the vopulation paying two-thirds of the
taxes and using orily one-quarter of the money. If it were
centirely from income it would still. be debatable, but it is

_partly a kind of taxation on import of capital which -develops

-+ the country to the benefit of the two sections of the popuilation

That part is to a certain extent unjustifiable. It hampers~thé
process of colonization.

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands) : We know that the declared pollcy
of the Jew1sh Agency is to raise the standard of -living of the
* Arab population here, and I think therefore that this statement
- was-perhaps put in too absolute -a sense. |

Mr. BERNSTEIN : It is a formulrtion with regard to retro-
spective’criticism of the policy that waé‘conducted, If I had
to formulate what it would have to be, the formulation certainly
~would be less absolute.

I should like to add that the question depends to come

degree on the general political situation. You asked whether
it would be wise to follow that policy. s T pointed out, it
would be wise in the sense that then, of our own free will, we
could heve transferred a part of this taxable capacity'tb the
Arab sector. What I tried to point out in this passage was the
“fact that all these‘advantéges came to the irab sector quasi

as a gift of the Administration and not as a consequence of
Jewish colonization, not mentioning the goodwill which the Jews

probably could have oétaihed from the Arab population by the

. fact that a considerable part of the taxes - the Jewish taxes -

" 'was transferred to the Arab population.

"\"d_»:../"iis ' Y . v . "‘.‘ . i i /Tfln 3 B.'J II
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Mr. BLOM (Netherlands) : We could .finish.this debate, I
.think, but I should like to make one remark. In any country

where tax regulations impose heavier taxes on the wealthier
people, ang these funds are used for the poorer people, the

wealthy people do not say "I should iike to give'it to them
myself but now it looks like a gift from the Government". I
think we could leave it at th&t; :

I should like to put one last question. On page 11 of
Mr. Bernstein's address, I read the followiﬁg sentenée -

"ioanwhile it should be stated that import licenses have been

granted with special liberality for industrial consumér goods
theat were also produced in this country at a time when it wés
clear that the transition from war economy to peace economy
would severely test the young Palestine-industry". Could Mr.
- Bernstein perhaps explain thié with some exampiés -~ just
elaborate a bit more on what the-actual rules were;-

" Mr. BERNSTEIN : I helieve I can do it., The import policy
of the Government was to grant import licégées, largely for whaﬁf
you call consumer goods, with severe restrictiors for capital
goods and raw materials, while we should have thought it to be .-
contrary,. and the effect is at this.mcmet that the country is
rather swamped with industrial produce of the kind we are making
here, while there is a lack of raw materials and machinery. Th%,
import was esgpecially heé&y in-one of -the branchesimost develoéek
in the war years - the ;ext{%é branch - to such an.exﬁent‘that:i;

we tried continuslly to put some~restrictiohs on the importkdfji5

those:gbods by agreements between the merchants and theAindusgv

trialists. .

Mr. BLOM (Netherlaunds) £ Has this policy had .as a conse-
‘quence a decrease 1n indugtrial production here 2

/Mr., BFRNQTETN :



| - .but I should say it is near forty ner cent in the textile

.- ticaglly ell we wanted if we could have used our dollar earnings

'
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. .of certain raw meterials - for example timber.

- the relation is but the Government is providing a minimum

- braﬁch, yés. There is, I hope, only a temporary reduction in

“produéticn and work. I cannot tell you' the exact percentage

branch. In other brénches it is not so much felt.

_raw materials be due to shortage of such materials ?

- we only provide the dollars.

~tion problem, has the Jewish Agency any plan in connection with

~ the Jewish children-from Europe ? I refer, of course, to those

‘who "escaned the Nazi peérsecutior and are now in the Cyprus
taking care of those children."

- ;aken, I would say no. -But if you say who is taking care of

. for the care of children. Then'there is the Joint Distribution

WO
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 ~Mr. BERNSTEIN : At present, at least in the textfle

CHAIRMAN : Cannot. the efficient import of heavy goods and

Mr. BERNSTEIN : It is due in part to shortages but it is
due more to monetary difficultigs. In fagt, it is a question

of availability of dollars. I believe we could heve had prac-

for purch351ng in the United States.

woegs et

CHATRMAN ; You know of course there is a great shortege

, Mr. BERNSTEIN : To téll the truth, that is one of the
legends. There is not such a shortage of timber and we could

get as much as we like to buy, and even twice the amount, if

.Mr., FABREGAT (Uruguay) : In connection with the immigra-

: - -
Camp. - I asked this questigr because I want to know who is now

Tlep -

Mr. KAPLAN : If you ask me if sufficient care is being

them, they are actually taken care of in three institutions.

One is a2 Government institution. I do not know exactly what

/Committee
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Committee which is adding substantial sums. And then the

Yishuv and'pbe‘JeW%sh‘Agency have a snecial institution called

"Youth Egmﬁération". “
Mr. FABREGAT .Uruguey) : what =re the health and cultural

conditions ?

Mr. KAPLAN : Very hgrd. The conditions are ver& &ifgicult? f
and we beg for permission to take at least all the ch}%ﬂ?en to {
Palestine. Despite all efforts, the conditions are b;é, and
the cultural conditions especially.

Mr, HOOD (Australia) : I should like to know whether any .

estimate can be given, even in very broad terms, 6f the extent
to which the development of the Jewish Community haS'necessarilj
relied on existing means of production, particulﬁrly\foodstuffs;
in the ’‘rab community. To what extent has that been the case
in the past, and to wh-t extent can any calculationsibe'giveﬁ ?
Is it a necessary factor in the future ?

Mr. HOROWITZ : Fifty per cent of the foodstuffs consumed
by the Jewish Community in Palestine are vroduced by Jewish

agriculture. Then, Jewish agriculture in Palestine produces

foodstuffs for export, which provide an equivalent for a
considerable proportion of the 50 percent of foodstuffs which
we do not produce. There is'né difficulty in getting food-
ansfpartia . T
stuffs fer—import. A part is purchased from the Arab community. §
At present that part is estimated at something like 15 percent -
of Jewish conSumption of “foodstuffs. 15 percent is purchased
from Arab\agriculture; 50 percent is nroduced by Jewish agri-
culture;‘the rest is supplied through impc ﬁs. That means the
imports represent something like 35 percent of our consumption
éf foodstuffs, for which we create a certain equivalent in our

Jexport of -8

AV e
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citrﬁs; So the foodstuff bgggiée'is almost balanced.
"Mr. HOOD (Adstfalia) : Does tﬁat mean a conStant*figure ?
‘ Mr. HOROWITZ : No, the figure for the last year. Each
year it changes. It depends on immigration and development of
agriculture. In years when we have a lafge influx of immigra-
" ANV

_tion there is a certain production; it takes time to

pateh up. In years in which there is an exransion of agricul-

catchs

ﬁure.we pateh-un more quickly. It cdewends on the two factors;
bn the one hand exnansion‘of agriculture through the establish~ .
ment of new settlements and exnansion of agricu;tural nroduc-
tion in existing settlements; and on the other hand.on the incre
. se of the Jewish popul-tion. It changes. The figure I provided
. was for last year. .
Mr. KAPLAN.: Before the war we .produced about a third of
. our own foodstuffs. During the war we raised the percentage
up to 50 percent.

Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia) : I should like to\go back
:fto the discﬁssion between Fr. Blom.and the rspresentative of the
Jewish fAgency about the claim put forward i» the statement of
Mr. Bernstein, that the Jewish -community is entitled to get back,
in benefits for the Jewish community, their shere in the taxes.
I think-thé point which was raised by Mr. Blom is quite simple.
It is uncontestable that the Jewiéh community is the wealthier
.part of the popul-tion of Palestine, and it is a commori fact
‘that th. wealthier part of the pdpulation-of any country pays th
_.greater part of the tﬁféé' It is common knowledge everywhere
. in our times, and I think it will be shared even by you‘because
you are insisting - and rightly - on your progressive character.
'Blunbly”spéaking;kthe rich are'paying the taxes not for their

own venefit, but for the bensfit of the poor r part of the

A jit feommunity
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community. So I think it is time to finish with this claim

and with this putting forward that the Jews are ﬁaying more
in'taﬁss‘than the Arabs. It is incontestable, but quite natu-
ral, bescause the Jews are the richer people here, and if you
still hold this view that what you are paying in taxes should
be reverted in benefits for your community, in this feswect ydu
are reverting to the feudal system. I think that it is nct

your intention, and vrerhaps it is time to correct, once and for

all, this impression.

Fr. BERNSTEIN : I am afraid there is a bit of misunder-
standing on this noint. If it were a question of distributing
the teax income of some population among the rich and the poor,
then it is a fully accepted princirle by all of us that taxes
must be paid accerding to ability to pay and must be useqk
according to the need of the different parts of the populgbion.

Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia) : Of the whole community.

Ix. BERNSTEIN : If you will allow me, on this principle
there is no discussion at ali. What we aﬁ the time ﬁhqugh@
and demanded, but did not get, ﬁas as_foilows. We said, how
in this quite excepntional case ; not of ‘an existing population
but of a colonization where we have to create a community from
the beginning - can we find the means éf developing’this cofi=

munity ? There was a wide discussion on how to finance this

colonlzatlon Then the questlon haa to arise, }how to use the

gradually growing taxable capacity of thls communlty for the
further expansion and for the needs of this community ? There
were grave* doubts in ihg beginning as to whether a new community
would be able fo pa&.its.own way. 4&nd in this exceptional éir4
cumstance, not of an exisﬁing community but of a commuﬁitytbeing,

created through colonization, we thought to be entitled to use

| . / /the taxable capac1tx
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the taxable capacity of this newly created community for that
community. It was not so, and in retrosnect I tried to say

what we “hought at the time. It is now in actual fact a ques-

tion of propertion, but we do not want to give the impression

here that we were not fully alive to the necessity tc emnloy

the tax ineome according to the needs. But I would like you
not to forget that this use of taxes in Palestine is not only
a question of social equity, but»also a political quesfion
because the distribution of £Q§es-has an influence on political
relations, and this in fact was the point I tried to stress in
my remarks.
Mr, KAPLAN : May I call your attention to the additicnal
. \

statement made by me ? I shall quote it : "The Government in
its statement advocaﬁed the willingness of each to contribute
according to his means and the need of the other" We accept
this as a general pr1n01ple but a fair evaluatlon of needs and |

' ;
We questiened this relation implied by the‘Government statement.
tlay I give two examvles from my nersonal experience ?

There is a tremendous need for education in Palestine, and

I stress th.t there is tremendous need for education in Palestlne

" also

ﬁmbng the Jews. 1t is also one of the legends thot all the Jews

are rich., It is not so. We introduced quite a lot of taxes -

voluntary taxes, but nevertheless Palestine taxes. The Govern=

ment issued a law wn the 1950'5, I think, about twelve or
fifteen years ago, giving the munlclnalltles the rlght to intro-
duce snec1al taxes for educatlﬁnal purposes. Actually, the
municipalities are, as you ké w, under Government authoriéy.

For years and years we asked to introduce - I give an example

/in this c1ty
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in this city of Jerusalem where we are now - an educational
tax, and it is not true that the Arab community in Jerusalem
is a poor one. It is sufficient to walk through the streets
of Jerusalem and see the Arab houses to see there is.a“large
number of very rich Arabs, as there is quite a large number
‘of rich Jews. We begged to introduce such a tax. We could
not achigve it up to a year and two years ago, and even now
if you compare the taxes paid by the rich sections of the
population ~ rich Arabs and Jews - and here I say by the rich
sections for the sake of such essential needs - 1 dare say
some Arab villages in proportion have paid more for their
education than the rich Arabs of Palestine.

Now I will give you a second examvle. It was in the
statement mentioned by our War Ecenomic Advisory Council. I had
the‘privilege of being among the War Economic Advisory Council
and we discussed the questionAof taxation. There was a Suge
gestion to introduce estgge"duties into Palestine. It is not a
tax upon the poor and t;ere is no racial discrimination. The
Arabs opposed stubbornly the introduction of estate duties.
They even quoted religious reasons, and then we asked if there
was such a tax in Egypnt and Iraq and said thrt we needed the

money badly for a lot of social services in Palestine. But

because of the onposition of the Arabs, - probably not the'very
poor Arabs - this dreft, which was already started, was not
introduced. What we questioh is the evaluetion of the means.
If you will take the income tax paid in Nablus - I think you
visited Ng@lﬁs - and compare it with a small township - a
Jewish’township - you will see the income tax paid thére and
see quite a difference; not a difference of wealth, but a

/difference in
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difference in the execution of the law. We question the eva-
luation of the means. We do not question the principle thrt
you stated, and Wwe can give quite a lot of figures to show it
because we said, as Dr. Weizmann said, sometimes it‘is an
appeasement, but an anpeasement in the tax field.

Mr. R/ND (Canada) : I would like to ask Mr. Horowitz a
question. He stated thst about 15 percent of the\food require-

ments in the Jewish community was furnished by the Arab com-

Mynity. Can he give‘an estimate of the total economic eichange'
between the Jews and the Arabs in all fields ? In other wbrds,
fifteen percent of the food consumed by the Jewish community

is furnished by the irebas.

Mr. HOROWITZ : I said thst fifty percent of the foodstuffs
consumed by the Jéwish community is orovided by Jewish agricul-
ture and fifteen vercent by Arabs.

Mr. RAND (Canada) : Well, that is whét I said, -~ fifteen
percent. DNow, can you give me an estimate of the total eccnomic
exchange between the Jews and the Arabs in this country ?

Mr. 'HOROWITZ : It would be quite impossible to give in
actual figures. We only know that if you have a kind of trade
balance between Jews and /rabs, that trade balance would be
greatly adﬁerse to the Jews.

Mr. RAND (Canada) : Could you indicate the commodities 2

7

‘ Mr./HOROWITZ : Yes, I can. First of all, there is agri-
culturél produce. We do not sell any agricultural produce to

the Arabs although fifteen nercent of Arab produce are sold to

the Jews, e.g. fifteen vercent of the Jewish consumption of
foodstuffs. In absolute figures, this is a very high proportion

of agricultural surplus produce, our Arab population being a

‘populstion with a high consumption of foodstuffs; it is in

/absolute quantities



a/iC.13/PV, 24
Page 27

absolute quantities of foodstuffs a very‘considefable item in
the income of arab agriculture. It is only fifteen percent of
our consumption, but a very considerable item in the income
of Arab agriculture, as is shown by the raising curve of the
production of these foodstuffs.

Mr. RAND (Canada) : Whet do vou mean by agriculture as
distinguished from foodstuffs ?

Mr. HOROWITZ : I mean food nrcducts. That is one thing.

.. Secondly, we have foddcr. ass—we—rreodutsy \Aé have intedsive

L

agriculture. We are related to Arab agriculture to a certain
extent, like Denmark to countries from which it buys food-

stuffs for animals. We ccncentrate on poultry raising, dairy
products, and sc on, and as we do not have enough land we do

not produce enough feeding stuffs; here'the proporticn of cur
purchase ¢ f Arab agriculture is consicerably higher.

The third point - again we buy from the Arabs but they de nbt

buy back from us, we buy a con51derable proportlon of building
materials from Arabs, stone, groundstone, and %hat kind of cemned.
sand. This is a branch which employs many Arabs in the countrye. |
The produce ¥s sold in a preoonderént nert to the Jews, as the
Jewish bu%}ding movement is doing the nreponderant share Qf“
building in this country.

Fourth, a large vroportion of the Jewish pooulation lives in

houses built by Arabs, who let them out to Jews, as it is a . .
very nrofitable occuvation.

Fifth, employment. For every Jew employed in .rab economy,.if
there are any, there are at least one hundred Arabs emoloyed

in Jew1sh economy, Jgwish serv1ces, in some Jewish 1ndustr1al
undertakings, Pales@;ﬁég;otash etc.. For every JeW'emnloyed 1n»;

. ‘Arab economy-there are at least one hundred Arabs, and I thlnk

i

j A N ” /the estimate is -
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the estimate is very conservatlve, employed in Jewish economy.
That is the next channel of trax51tlon?172hfurther channel of
transition is revenue. Whether someone aprroves it or not,
revenue is‘eptpansgtéen in the balance of payment between the
Jewish and Arab commuﬁityl‘Seventh, the sale of surplus land
which goes into millions of pounds is also one-way traffic.

All these seven channels form a kind c¢f combination of con-

.nected vessels ggrwhlch a ccnsiderable proportion ¢f the import

of Jewish capital is transferred to the .irab community. An
'additionel factor is,the.relatic; in the foreign trade between
Palestine and the neighbouring Arab countries which, in the
course of a few years, creaﬁed a deficit of LP 26,000,000 in
the tra%e/béiance between Palestine and these countries. It is
almost exclusively due to the development of the country by
the Jews .and the tremendous purchases by us from the neighbour-
ing Arab countries, s0 that we not only provided>capital for
the development of the Arab sector of #he—eeteny—in Palestine,

but to a considerable extent we are the providers of capitalg’

éﬁatien~and : development in neighbouring_eountries.
And, the larger the Jewish immigration, the larger these trade
.deflCItS, particularly so now, when the Arab bqug{ fﬁéﬁﬁgﬁzﬁ
partieuderty our ewnorts tc those countries. But we are_nat
atenes—eird have not the power to use that deficit in trade

, ,
balance as a means of a bargaining weapon - to say : if you

continue with the boysbitt, we shall not buy from you. We cannot

do it because We.do not heve the government autbority. 8o, in
that case, their very rewawd for the boycott is the increasing
proflt to the nelghbourlng countrses from the Jews of Pales-

tlne. ~ .
‘ " Mr. RAND.(Cenada)‘E These purchases that you say you make

e : Y S gitized by | from-the
o A . v ‘ . i J:\‘a ™, /
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from the ﬁeighbouriﬁg Arab countries, are they produce or transiy

goods ?“ :
Mr. HOROWITZ : They are not transit goods. They are the

produce of the country, moinly raw materialé; foodstﬁffs, etCes
Mr. RAND (Canada) : Is thecre any perceptible interchange

in Palestine in ménufacturing goods between the Jews and the

Arabs ? -

Mr, HCRCWITZ : There is a sale of Jewish manufactured

products to the Arabs. That is the only item which gces the
other way around, but it is in no way ccmparable with all these»

seven items which I mentioned. It would be a very small, almost

‘negligible fraction in the balance of payments. Even now there

is an official bo%gpfé in the country which is not effective.’

That ineffectiveness proves that the boycctt would be even less

effective in Egypt and Iraq. It is effective in these countries

by the prchibition of the Government of these countries in the

issuance of import licenses for Palestine goods. When the

Arab buyer, purchaser or consumer h-s to decide for himself,

he finds.ways and means, which I cannot mention here for

obvious reasons, to resort to subterfuze in obvious ways to buy
. . . L m

Jewish products, of course, in negligible proportion e the

balance of nayments, but it proved very conclusively that the

boycott is very ineffective when the Arab consumer has to decide -

by himself,

Mr. RAND (Canada) : Is there any degree of reciprocable

purchase by the Jew of Arab manufactured rroducts 2
Mr, HOROWITZ : No, the Arab industry forr: something less

than 10 percent of the industry of Palestine. It is not an

industry. There are smali‘workshops which do not havq(pnoducts.»

for sale. The only industry in the Arab community is the soap

i
——
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industry in Nab{us. This soap industry is a special product

"+ which has a ready sale only among the Noslem population,

because for religicus reasons they prefer having the pure

“T yegetable contents in the sedp. It has a guaranteed religious

value and it does nct contain any animal fats. It has a very

coarse external appearancé and is bought mainly in Egypt and

Palestine by picus Moslems, because that is the only kind of

soap which has the guarantee th-t it does not use any animal

‘fats. Therefore, it is a kind of Sne01al nroduct.

Ir. RAND (Canada) : Yecu do not smoku the ‘rab tobacéo ?

Mr, HOROWITZ : We do, in very consicerable nroporﬁZons.

Mr. BRILEJ (Yugoslavia) : Mr, Chairma; I was told that
the taxes in Pélestine are twice as high as, for instance,

Lebanon, four times as high as Syria, and ten times as high

.ds Egypt. Can you tell wus something about this comparison ?

]

Mr. HOROWITZ : Per head or ner population ?
Mr. BRILEJ {Yugoslavia) : Per head.
Mr. HOROWITZ : I could not tell you exactly whether the

. figures are ccrrect but to a certain extent it is true, as two-

i

" Y to the figures provided by you, you will find about the same

thirds of the taxes are levied on the Jews - the revenue is
- _much hlgher because the Jewish population -has a much higher

yleld in tahatlcn, But if you take cnl& one-third and compare

taxation for the Arab population as in the neighbouring countrie
But there is an additional yield of téxqtion from the Jewigh
populaticn which, in its precdcminant ﬁé}t - I do not complain
about it - gocs to improve the scrvice of the Arab pepuletion,
so that this particul-r-structure of the taxable capacity of
the country is all to the benefit of the Arab population in
Palestine. | |

/Mr. BRILEJ
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M. BRILEJ (Yugoslavia) : We had here a statement made by

the Jewish Agency that the Q&}”éompanies do not pay customs,

and do not péy income téxes. I would like to know if only oil  '
firms enjoy such privileges, or whether there érerther firms~f'
in Palestine with such privileges,

Lir. HORCWITZ : There are no other items of thst kind. Tha
is a separate agreement between the Palestine doverﬂment and :
the companies which established the.refineries. The bipeline'
was laid in 1929 or 1930. When the contract was cencluded,

" these privileges were afforded to these companieshexciusively.

Mr, LISICKY (Czechoslovakia) : Is this exemrtion of taxa-
tion temporary or for the whole duration ? ( |

Mr. HOROWITZ : For the whole duration.

CHAIRMAN : Are there any further questions ?

{No reéponse).

CHAIRMAN :vThen we consider the questioning of.you,
'gentlemen, as concluded. Of courge, we reserve cur right to
return to questions on other matters, if ﬁe should"like to,
later on. |

I now recall Rabbi Fishman.

(it that point, Rabbi Fishman took his place at the table,
and his remsrks which were made in Hebrew were interpreted by f*é
Mr. Kaplan.) L
Sir sbdur RAHMAN (India) : Rabbi Fishman, I do not knoﬁ

the Bible, I do not pretend to know it, but I should like to

get,iﬁformation from. you, your point of view, and I hope you
will enlighten me aé tc what you have to say in régard to a |
few matters which I will put to you.

Rabbi Fishman,'wﬁst was "the Promised~Land";?

/Rabbi FISHMAN

. e~
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Rabbi FISHMAN : The Promiséd Land was quite a large one,

from the river of Egypt, up to the Eupﬁrates.
~ Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) : It included the whole of Syria ?

Rabbi FISHLAN : Yes, a part.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) : The whole of Trans-Jordan and
Iraq ?

Rabbi FISHMAN : No.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India)-: The whole of Syria, Lebanon,
present Paiestine.and Trans-Jordan ?

Rabbi FISHMAN : Yes, possibly part of Syria and Lebanon.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) : When was the promise made by God]

Rabbi FISHMAN : The promise was given to Abrahem, Iséac
and Jacob, about 4000 years ago.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) : When was it confirmed by God ?

Rabbi FISHVAN : It was reaffirmed to Moses.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) : Did God also wromise that twelve
tribes would arise out of Ishmael,son of Hgar and Abraham ?

Rabbi FISHMAN.: It was definitely stated, the scnsAof Isaac
would inherit the land. |

Sir abdur RAHIMAN (India) : That was not the question. Did
God promise.that twelve tribes would arise out of Ishmael or not

Rabbi FISHMAN : He séid not. Twelve tribes would arise
only out.of Jacob the son of Isaac.

Sir s#bdur RAHMAN (Indla) : When did waus, the Persian king
~order the Jews ﬁq return to Jerusalem ?

Rabbi FISHMAN : It was approximetely 2400 years ago.

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India) : Was not the bromise of God made
th,Ab£aham and Moses fulfilled by Cyrus' order of return to
fk’Jnrusalem ?

—°iJ: Ra\bl FISHMAN : Cyrus gaye_énly a part of the land to the
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Sir ABDUR RAMMAN (India): And therefore, according to you, a part of .
the promise of God was redeemed. - o |
Rabbi FISHI:@AI\f: Maccabeans enlarged the area that Cyrus gave back to
the JewsS. Cyrq,s/put in his proposal to Jews only a part qf the comtry and .
the Maccabeans later expanded that part.
Sir ABDUR PLJ{MAN (India): Did. the Arab Prince Yoshan object to the Jews
return with Cyrus!' order and try lo stop them? ‘
Rabbi FISHKAN: After the exile, manybf the neighbouring.peoples occupying -
" a part of Palestine resisted the return of the Jews; Among them was also the |
gentleman mentioned by the représentative of India, ’ .
Sir LBDUR RAKAN (India): Lccording to the Jews > wes their return .
this country not to take place with the appcaran_ce of t:,hc Messiah? )
Rtabbl FISHEAN: Ne, in accordan.ce with the Jewish Atradition the Jews
should returx‘x' fo‘Pal.est-ine before- the ¥Messiah comes; and Jerusalem should .
be a part of Falestine. Cnly then, after the return of the Jews-to Palestine
in accordance with the tradition, the llessiah may arrive. -
Sir ABDUR RAHMLN (India): How long after the return of the Jows mll
the Messiah arrlve, accord:mg to you?
Rabbi FISHIAN: That is a thing nobody can tell.
Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): How long has Rabbi Fishmen bsen in Palestlne""»
Rabbi FISHMAN: Forty-one years, ' )
Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): How nony synagogues were there in Pale stme
up to 191772 ‘
Rabbi FISLIM‘J\' I camnot give the exact figure for the moment, bubt in.

( Jeruualem tnere were about fourteen synagoaues. e e
R ABDUR RJ‘HLL\IJ (Ind:.a) And outside Jerusalem‘? oo N

i .
Rabbi FISHMAN: There were a lot in other places such as/ Jaffa, Hebron, -

Ty
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some not existing now, at Safad, Haifa, Tiberias and in cll Lre Jewish vz_llages.
Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (Ind::.a) Are there any Christian’ Je}»'e in the country? g
Rebbi FISHMAN: It is not for me to answer. There Taay be Jews who are -
converted, but I do not mix w:.th them,
Sir APDUR RAHMAN (Indi a) But are there any?
Rabbi FISHMAN: I do not know, because I do not mix with ‘them, -
Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): I am asking you if you recogidize Chrlstlan
Jews to the Jews. The Government does rot treat them as Jews. o _
Rabbi FISHLAN I thlnk that, a Jew, even if he has been ccnverted and
has committed @ sin, is hevertheless a Jew and cannot free hamself from. the
‘ bondages of Judaism,
Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (Indla) -So accordlng to you, a Christian Jew is a Jew” i
Ranl FISHMAN: I wrote a long article about that. Jews who have comm1t-‘tr=d‘)
‘a sin and have been converted cstnot free themselves from the bendages of .‘
- Judatemi o o .o -% |

/Sir LBDUR RMTMAN.., - . -
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Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): So, according to you, all the Christians and
f all the Hoslems 'are_ Jews?
; CHATRMAN: Are there any more questicns?
Rabbi FISHMAN: That is your opinion, not mine,
Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): I ‘am asking your opinion.
CHAIRMAN: We will content ourselves with this answer. 4ire there any
more que stions to be put to Rabbi . Fishman? Then I thank you, and we will
i '“’vr;ow conclude the hearing of the Jewish igency.

. I ssuspend the hearing for ten minutes. After the suspension, we will
hear‘repm sentatives of the Vaad Leumi. ‘

(The meeting was suspended for ten minutes),

CHAIRMAN: I call the meeting to order,

We will now hear répresentatives of the Vaad Leumi., I understand lr.
Ben~Zevie, the President of the Vaad Leumi . is going to give the opening
address, .

Mr. BEN-ZEVIE (Vaad Leumi): We are a delegation of four.

3 CHAIRMAN : You may come up-as you are going to speak. It is not necessary
§ for all to stay on the platform while one is speaking. You will be called up’
,ilnl your turn,

Mr, BEN-ZF'VIE Permit me, first of all, to extc*ld the greetlngs ‘of
the Yishuv to you, the Iepresentatlves of the Unlted Nations who came here
. from west and east to establish the truth about this land and its particular

problem, which is unique in the world. We apmeciate the trouble you have

*.aken and particularly the interest you have shown in the Jewish settlements,
‘both agricultural and urban. You saw the Holy Plaees reminding you of
m:\.llenla of the history of this country, of Jewish hlstory past, and you saw
the picneering generatlon, paving t he way of the futue. Be greeted in youwr
task of bringing l}c,;f'ore the forum of the United Nations the mpoblem-of the
people of Israel/and the Land ... ael,

~_The Vaa¢/Leumi, the Geners: .cuncil of the Jewish Community of Palestine,

represents the entire organizeu Yishuv of over 600,000 cews. Every sirgle

one of the 340 settlements, rural and urban, are units of the Knesgét Israél,

S, W

as the organized Jewish Community is called. Every four years general elec-

tions are held for the Flected hAssembly, the supremec .parliamentary body of
the Yishus The last national elections were held in jugust 1944, when the

. number of electors amounted to 300,000,0f whom 67 per cent went to the polls.

- We are the chly body elected on a democratic basis-authorized to speak on

" behalf of Palestine Jewry.

[We submilted.,.
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We submitted to yor Jber of memoranda, dealing with history, local
autonomy, social services and features of Emerngency Legislation, and my
colleagues here will supplement the memoranda and reply to questions arising
the refrom: Dr. Eliash, our honc rary legsl adviser and member of the delega-
’;,ion, here on my right, will speak on t he attitude of the Yishuwv to the
problems now confronting Falestine, Dr. Katznelson, member of the Vaad Leumi
Ixecutive in charge of Health and Social Welfare, will follow and lir, David
Remez, the Chairman of the Vaad Leumi, will sum up and conclude owr evidence,

I for myself wish to supplement here the historical memoranda,

. Our right to Pelestine is bascd upon our national history. Like any
other nation we claim the elementary right to independence and we identify
ourselves with the Jewish Agency demanding the establishment of a Jewish
State in Palestine. Although in the course of owr history we lost indepen~
dence, we never gave up our entity as a nation, we never ceased hoping for '
_our return to the Land 'and the restoration of our State, Only once in its
histery has this land lLad its independent statéhood, and that was the
Kingdom of Israel. The inhabitants who lived in the Land before the children
of Israel came here neveér succeeded in laying the foundation to one political
and cultural unit in Palestine. The Holy Scriptures and the living rhistor;icai
tra’tion of our nation tell us of the Jewish State established not’ only on |
the basis of common origin and background, but also of religion; éulture,
lmnguage and ideals. The Jewish State of Palestine existed for almost eleven
centuries with small interrupticns, from bhe days of Saul and David up to
the darkest days of the destruction of the Temnle by tle Romans in the year |
70 C.E. In spite of the fall ' oi‘ te mdependent, state, the bulk

“of the Jewish pnpuld.tlun in Palestine surv1ved for almost another six centurles

and shattersd remainders clinged to their land and persisted in carrylng on
the traditioh of their people. None of the conquerors in the history of the
country, be 'they Romans, Arsbs, Mongols, Mamelucks, or Turks, cared Gt ;
succeeded in establishing a State, with the exception of the Latin Kingdom
which oﬁly for ninety years formed a unity of the Land. T '

We firmly believe that the restoration of independence of the Lénd of
Israel is the historical,.destiny of the entire Jewish people. In.our. paper-
called "Three Historidal Memoranda" we prove that the Jewish naivion never
interrupted its connection with Palestine. In a-special chapter, aeal:mg W:Lth
the continuity of Jewish settlement in Palestlne, We prove that there was a -

Jewish population in existence in Palestine throughout ‘the generations ~wl"xo ’

never departed from the Holy Land and its soil. Moreover, waves of immigra- »

tion kept coming from the Westérn as well as the Eastern and Oriental Diaspb‘i'ae‘

: o /At s ... -
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an historical fact that for centuries during the .rab rule, the Crusaders!
and the Turkish period, the country remained o waste and disease-stricken
Land and a population amountines previously to 34200,000 in the beginning

of the seventh century dwindled dewn to 673,000 on the eve of the British
occhpatigh. Since then the population increased threefold, thé whole
population increased threefold; the Yishuv, that is the Jewish population,
rose, from some 604,000 to 640,000. A similar figure of increase was reached
by the Arab sector, due both to natural increase and to immigration from

neighbouring Arab couitries, This was increased by nearly 600,000.during

this time. It is remerkable that no similar increase and‘developmerit took
place in the neighbouring Trans;dérdan, originally under the samé British
lendate, where genecral cmditions are not very much different from western
Palestine and where natural resources are even more plentiful than here,
" What is Palestine for us and what is it for the Arabs? For us, it

is the sole refuge, the harbour of salvation end the sole hope for our dis=-
persed nation, whilst for the Arabs it is a negligible pért of the vast Arab
territories, Compared with the Arab territories in isia alone it represents
0.8 per cent, if we include Areb countries in Africa, Falestine is only O.4
per cent. Even Arab countries with such natural resources as Iraq have a
density of 8 per square kilometre, szié: 15 per square kilometre. The vast
Arab territories.and their natursl resowrces leave space for an enormous
increase of the irab ponulation, and for their development ﬁhey do not rely
on this small country of 27,000 square kilometres, while the isiatic irab
countries alone consist of 3,226,000 square kilometres with a total popula-
tion of only a g lL,OOO 000,

Durlng the period of the liandate the Jews made their supréme efforts
to build up the country, believing thet the nrocess of reconstructlon would
be. favour ed and encouraged by the Mandatory according to-thy lptter and the
spirit of the Mendate, Instead, the policy of the wWhite Faper of 1939 aimed
at stopping further development, immigration and colonisation of the country.
We are convincecd that if we had had the liberty of taking charge of our own
affairs, hundreds of thousands wirht have been brought to Falestine and been
saved, Now we face the fact that over one million of those who surv1ved the
Nazi inferno are condemned to utter despair if they are not granted immediate
facilities of immigration., The strong links betwe§mfihem and us, among thom
‘there are many of their own families, and the m@gﬁ‘to_be’reunited'increase
their anguish. The homes of the Yishuv are kept open, in every settlement,
in every village, in every town dwelling to receive saved brethren,

~ At the same time the’ p051t10n of Jewish minorities in the neighbouring
countries is rapldlj deterloratlng, politically, culturally and econom1Cdlly.
f{ The development durlng the past twentyufﬁve yeqrjfpf the newly ese?bllshed
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Arab States does not provide any chance for non-Arab minorities, be they
Assyrians, Kurds or Jews, The sole hope of the Jewish minorities is the
exodus. ,

Our appeal to you is: Open the gates of our country. .

Permit me, Mr. Chairman, to conclude with a citation of a prophet who .
rrophesied three thousand years ago, Isaiah: (62,10 ff.) "Go through, go
through the gates; prepare ye the way of the people; qast up, cast up the
highway; gather cut the stones; lift up a standard for the people. Beh:lg
the LORD hath preclaimed unto the end of the warld, 'Say ye to the daughter
of Zion, Behold, the salvation cometh,.'™

CHAIRMAN: I thank you, ilr. Ben Zevie,

I recognize Dr, Eliash, v '

r, ELIASH: It was about sixteen months ago, in llarch 1946, that this
delegation sat before this very table and pleaded the same cause which it - -
has come tglio todzy. It then endeavowed to exnlain the attitude of the
Yishuv in matters of general policy, and it is today again to explain its
attitude to the problems confronting Palestine teday.

. I am sure that after all you hove heard from the various witnesses who
presented the Jewish case, you will be convinced that had anyone predicted
sixteen months ago that the people who are pining away in the cor;centration
camps, now called centres of assembly, would pass another winter and would -
be faced now with a third winter , we would have called them in this country -
"false prophets", or perhaps, in these modern times, I should say "false
experts", But we are again before you to explain the attitude of the Yishuv
in these matters, . ‘ 4 B

Now the Yishuv, as the Jewish population of Palestine is generzlly called,

is on the one hand a linkj&a-the present ‘day A being in that lbn'g chain of

.Jewish generations in Palestiney which goes back to t:%é national =zaces—ei ﬁ[&g‘)‘c

that very natinal homey which is to be reconstituted in Palestine.

"*""On the otler hand, it represents the embodiment of the modern national

~ home called into being by the Balfour Declaration and as & result of that

process of rebuilding the Jewish nation to which our sons and our daughters
have responded from east and west, from north to south, they have -contrilited
to creating the present-day Yishuv. )

You may well ask yourselves why we, the hendful of Jews in Palestine,
assume to come before you to state a case after it has been so eloguently
stated by the r\epresentative's ~ the fully-accredited representatives = of
the Jewish people as a whole, \: I may say, it is because we in lalestine

ca sider ourselves trustees over tertain values, certain created and

. recreated values feor the:Jewish people outside.

JI S8 oo
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X:see that in the Report of the m'rglo-nm;légiet'i}:an Committee it is stabed
that one Jewish witness. stated tc the C‘onunis\'s"fion that the people in Palestine
ccnsidér themselves "a vanguard of an army which is to follow," I am afraid
thié statement dees not right 1y represent what the Yishuv feels about itself,
We are here as the beginners of a task, as thosec to whom-the privilese has
' ﬁallen to start and meke it easier for those to come, 4&nd that is why we
. think that the discussion as to whether the nationel home is already esta-
-i)l,ished is both idle and irrelevant, in the same‘way as it would be idle
and irrelevant to discuss whether a child has already reached m'\nhoo:f) 3 ALE
should now be put into a concrete m For that is how we see the departure
from the policy of the Mendate, that the nationzl home is to be considered
crystallised so that it may be petrified; it is ./\considered sufficiently
grown so it may be stultified; it is to be corsidered sufficiently developed
© so it may now be meimed and crippled, '

We, in Palestine, the Yishuv, have come to see that immigration to

- Pale stine is regarded by us as ow very iife bleod, ‘as the very essence of
‘owr contiﬁtied\e:dstence, ard development. It may, perhaps, be strange that
an ecox{omic- entity should not cmsider itself in a position in which it
~should advocate the elimination of competition, in which I;rofessions, trade
'uni’ons ,- merchants, artisans ihould not come and say, we do not want anyone
to come in and compete with us., And perhaps it is also"another unique
feature cmong the unique features of the Palestlne" case that you find that
the Yishuv not only suffers through the &ﬂut&}’{ner in theat its next of kin
cannot be ‘rejoined, its families amd those people have been wai ting- now for
years to see remnants, sole remnants of families who survived the holocaust
of Europe, but that-it also feels 1tself stanted in its x*rowth that it feels
itself deprived in the influx of fresh blood “fresh énergy; forces which help

’
BN

it to exn.st ard to continue in its g‘rowbh

/The pogitish

. 1 . . e
] ~a



A/AC.13/P.V. 24
Page 39

The position is at present such in Palestine that if a man welconms1n
his home his.own wife, who may have come into Palestine from a concentration
camp, but has not obtained the necessary permit, he would be liable for
helping an illegal immigrant and would be facing a penalty of eight yeare, e
imprisonment and a fine of one thousand pounds. This is laid down in our
Emergency Defence'Regu;dﬁions, and the anomalous position has been created':
that if you harbour eymurderer in your home you are only»liable to three years
imprisonment; What is more, if that murderer ﬁappens to be a.close releti;e,
you would not be prosecuted at all, but for harbouring an illegal immigrant,
whoever he may be, the penalty which faces the wicked person so doing‘is o
eight years imprisonment and a fine of one thousand pounds, »

It is in these conditions that the Yishuv has been living for fhe last;
eight or nine years, and it is this that we have come forward to tell.youQ,
The same Whlte Paper has left about two and a half per cent of Palestine where
land could be acqulred by Jews, You may wonder why the flgure is two and a
half and not flve per cent as was mentloned by other witnesses who have
addressed you; it is because half‘of that area already belongs to Jewa, half- ‘
of the free aree, as it is called, But the remarkable provision is alSO.fhis;
it is not as if the legislator, in his wisdom,‘decided that a certain 13:-;1.1'1‘5,“i
of Palestine should be reserved for-Jewish-development,and another nart.for.
Arab develonment. Thls leglslator excluded entlrely Jews from the 95 per o
cent.,, but left the 5 per cent.- or the two and a half per cent., as I called-“
it - to free competition, hot only to free competition in Palestine, but tp apy<;
Syrian or Egyptian investor who desires to invest his money in land which»is
bound to rise in price, because the Jews must buy it one way or another,

It has so arranged matters thaﬁ the entire Arab energy, both-finaecially and
politically by the way ef'propaganda can be difected to prevent the eale to
Jews of nhese two and a half per cent, That anyone placing hiS»land on -the
market can be elther persuaded or intimidated not to sell it to the Jews who |

are free to buy it if they can.,:

/ind in addition
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And in addition to that, the Yishuv is at present regarding, as has been
stated already to you, with the gravest apprehension‘hew pfoposed legislation
as to the water fesources io.Palestine. -Not the surface wafer'resources, which
>are #mvested in the High Commlss1onnef and as regards which no leglslatlon hag

/
yet been proposed but the unde&gréund water resources, whlch are created by

o specisal effort and as rewards these, too, the Qiﬁﬁfﬁgégfg%figgégfgggggiw111 be
ﬁgégg%;g;g-by officials whose word w1ll be final and the Ylshuv gravely fears

- lest thls ‘be another means. of curblng 1ts act1v1tles and of restrlctlng its
expan51on. Thls Whlte/Paper has been 1ntroduced to the Yishuv as an 1ntroductu
to a minority status in Palestlne, and I. think the Anglo-AmeE}éan Committee

" of Enquiry have used the word "terror", by saying "community lives in the
terror of remaining a minority, and perhavs a steadily diminishing minority
in this country." The mlnorlty was offered safcguards, and perhaos it may

not be amiss 1f I mentlon one case of safeguards whlch has turned out to be

of very little protectlon. .immwf;w.

;_3 f. The Mundate of Pelsstlne, whlch was approved by fifty nations, contained

ams-t”""r [ iy
a safeguard in its Article 15, that no leglsletlon shall be passed in Palestine
\

i

i
E}{ which tends to discriminate between the inhabitants of Palestlne on the
grounds of race or religion. The Palestine Order-in—Council provided a further

P

afeguard by prov1d1ng in one of Wts sectlons - in fact in three of the
Asectlons -~ in one of its sect;ons that tae Leglslapnve Council of Palestlne
shou}d not be able to legislate in a manner whioh discfiminated between the
inhabifahts; In anothcr place, that the High Commissioner'shouid not be able
to legislate in that manner, and finally, in Section 89, that Hls Majesty
reserves himself the right to legislate in Palestine only in accordance with
the Mandate.
And yet the very same Order-in-Council was amended by the insertion of
" this Artlcle.lé (d) whlch dlscrlmlnates betreen the people of Palestlne on thei
ground of race and rellglon and limits the right of the Jews to buy lend, |

‘even from fellow Jews if thex arpen5to be in Zone A,

A
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We are living now in a period where history is rapidly giving new forms
to peoples and to governments, and we see beifore our own eyes how two sections

of a great people waxelgg;g;gfto struggle together for their freedom, one of

them containing a very large and powsrful minority, decided not to fely on
safeguafds for its future. It may be a very indicative pointer to the Jewish
people as to whether safeguard§ could help a minority living amoﬁg a majorityﬁ‘
Moreover, this Yishuv has real state functions imposed unon it., It has to
provide its own social services, and in that connectlon may I say a word about
this question of taxation, which served as a subJect of 1nterrogatlonsth¢
morning. l -

The position in Palcstine is not such that the Jewish'éom&unity'is'taxédik
and then the services are egually divided, as‘a result of which the AraB
community benefits by sheer weight of its numbers. If oﬁe applied thé
principle that the rich have to be taxed so that the poor may haveitheii
services, one would still wonder whether in any country the-iich are taxed and'; 
then they are told, "Oh, water? We are not going to give you.. Schdbls.we :
are not going té give you, because you are rich. Hospitals we are noﬁ going
to glve you, because you can prov1de them for Voursulves." It seems to me
that if the pr1nc1p1e of taxlng the rich is common, s0 also is the pr1n01ple
of giving the essential ser1ces to the rich and poor allke. And even if thls ;{
myth of the Jewish community being the rich and the Arab'cémmunity being.the
poﬁr were fully and scientifically established? the iniquity of taxiﬁg thé o
Jewish commuhity and then telling it to prbvide'fbr_its 6wn education,\itsvf
own health and its own necessities, does, in my submission, call for some
comment . \ M

But in addition to these functions of maintaining the conmunlty as such, \;iﬁ

it is obvious thet the Jows of Palestine will have to do their share -- and  f1 ¢

the llon's share it will be == 1n reestabllshlng the shattered remnants of Jew:y‘:

now in Europe. They w1ll hnve tQ do 1t as- a people an not as a communlty. '
. . . ‘They will: _ o

A
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They will have to find thelr place among other natwons who are belng helped

by the rlcher, the haopler of nations to reaﬂbllltate their own people, and

. [ . .
as we stand now3 a communlty only w1thout a standlng in & world as a people,

’

We shall certalnlj not be able to perform that duty.
we also stand entlrely defenceless in nutters of polltlcal actlon and

' reactlon by others of our nelghbours. You have heard about the boycott of
{our goods, you have heard about the dlfflculty one has to get acr;es a
nelghbourlng country, the 1mp0351b111ty of procurlng a visa for a ChllQ if it
has to get across a country whlch does not 11£e any more Jews coming to
| Palestlne. "We stand entlrely defencoless in that regard. Ne cannot either
, Nsuggest reclorocatlon or apoeal to our own practlce as Jews for the ﬁbOlltlon
:of those oractlces apelnst &% and it is only when we shall be one day'able to
"ect as a people that we shall be able to defend ourselvee Falnst these
:discr;minations. |

| There is enother result of this policy - perhaps\the most tragio one for

=,bthe people of PalestineA- and that is the oancer‘which is growing in our

»,kflesh the terror of whlch one hears the Jews as a whole so often accused, with
the result that our own childfen have turned away from the precents of their
. fathers. Generations of Jews hare taught theﬁ‘the great Command: "Thou shalt

m Y(SL\ w

not kill" ; and that—&esae 1svrent and torn bﬁtweeﬁﬁgeclre to er101cete the
"cancer and the 1mposs1b113ty of cooperatlng with a Government mnlch has
proclalmed as its declared policy to condem us to the status of a minority
. in‘ﬁais country. AsAa result, we have lired now for years in a:regime of
defence rcgulatlons. You w1ll find that tnese reg\/gtlons have become quite
. a substantlal‘part of the Statute Book of Palestine. They have been glven
the dignity of a special edition by the Government, in which ihey ere all

‘collected untll 2 March l9h7. Slnce then thev have again’ been 1ncreased

‘r;ggxggﬁﬁand amendeo. You w1ll find in them thet laws can be promurgated

Q‘even orally hlthout any publlcatlon, that thej can be contrary to .any other

= law of the'countrykand yeét would prevall. That other law may even ha the Order-
' . S in-Councii itself

. oo, a— ' - .
L , -
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1tself-that great source of sa;eguargr You will find that property and llberty
are not properly protected. As a result hundreds of people are in detentlon |
camps. That many of them are innocent is obvious from the fact that some

of them get gradually released as investigatioss proceed,

Is this the regime which is to be pervetuated ? Is this the regime to

which no solution is to belfOund ? We have come here to pray that the”sblution‘:\

’

mey be a radical one and an early one. The organised conscience of mankind

hus found it possible to do justice'to the Jew individually in almost‘every ::f‘

nation. The great ideals of the French Revolution have taught the world

1iberty, eéuality, 1raternity as regards individual Jews in each of thése

w@smm

countrles. Perhaps the grcat 1dea1s whlch now anlmcte the United Natlonsgw1ll

i . o

f\teabh the organlsed conscience of manklnd to do Justlce to the Jews as a

people.. And then we in Palestlne shall be given the status not of rellglous S

community merely, as we are now, but of the People of Israel in the Land of
Israel. | | |

CHAIRMAN : I thank you, Dr. Eliash.

I recognise Dr; Katznelson.

(Dr. katz1él$on-took a seat at the table.) .

Dr. KATZNELSON : Ur. Chpdrnan, embers of the Committee : In our

memorandum *The Jew1sqaggénun1ty of" Palestlno and its Social SPrv1ces", whlch

we have submitted to you, we des crlbed the structure of the Jeﬂlsh Communlty ofﬁ7

Palestine, its authorlty and functions, as well as the development of its
. \ . . oLt T
social services: Education, Health; and Social Welfare. In the wmemorandum it

-

was explained that the burden of ﬁhese services, which have reached the “

accepted stendsrds of g civilised commnity, iS»borne 1most entlrely by the .

»

Yishuv, without apnroprlate ald from. the Governmen* Treasury, and w1thout even'7’
the necessary'authorlty»to raise funds by means of prOgres51ve taxst;on, su9h~ijg

as the'impos%tioﬁ~of a’snecial income tax upon. the members of the community;v S

)

The obJect of my ev1dence ls to 1llustrate thls pecullar state of affalrs
/oy further - ‘ ’

ety



Cw

g

: by‘further factﬁal déscription of fhé situation.
- The Soclal Scrvices have always been the daep concern of the Jewish
'.éommunity and its local and national authorities. Care for the~education of
i the youngef generation, for the heaith of the inhabitanfs, and for fhe rélief
} of the needy, has long ceised to be regarded by the Yishuv as the concern of
‘)private 6rvanisations and philénéhropis soéieties. The Yishuv regards this
ras a public duty'lncumbent upon the central and loc'l authorﬂtles, and claim
a Juat distributicn of the flnanﬂlal burden involved bet een these two
‘

factors. - But in vain, The Governrent, of Palestine looks upon the.Ylshuv mainly
as a éource oflGOVernment revenue, and upon its reédiﬁess to fend for itself
-aérsufficient reason for depriving it of the aid due to it from such revenﬁe.

Here are a few figures, 7 i »
Over 6 million pouﬁds were spent in 1945-6 by the Jewish social services;

that is, some.ten pounds per capita - a sum ncrmal in a progressive community,

" .and certainly not high considering the conditions under which the Jewish

S

commmity is 11v1ng and aeveloplng in Pwlestlne. How do Government and the
: Ylshux share in providing this sum ? Not on the flfty—flfty basis normal for
foimaihed

: § 698,
example, in England and other countrles, but in a proportion of 5798, And this

95% is not, as many seem to believe, largely derived from outside sources;
only 13% of the total sum comes from abroad, the remainder being provided by
N : . _
“the Yisuv itself.
' Tt
Here is a dlagram illustrating this proportion, or rather, disproportion,
of revenue from various sources. Here is the expenditure on Jewish social
‘services 194L,5-46.
It is divided accordlng to sources of income., The Jewish commnity of

Palestine prov1des’82% Jewish sources abroad - mainly American sources,
t L . u"

. 1nclud1ng Hada ah - 13% ; Government of'Palestine 5 %e

Thls dlsproportlon is even more marked in the Yishuv's hea~th budget if
:taken separatelj.ﬁ Out of the 3 mllllon pounds qpent on thls scrv1ce, only

'1'6% is Pr°V1ded by GOV@ roment, In thls budgnt too, the income from outside
o ‘,{1 S . /qu1Leb is - A

I3
I
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gsourceés is small. You have seen Hadassahfs Unlversity Hos»ital on Mount
- " '.)ﬁ

Sconus, and have learned. something of its splendid work, but the contriSution«

of Hadaesah in America tow ”dm the health budget of the Ylshuv is less than

10% of the total. Nor dbes this contribution come from rich people in nmerlca, ?
“but is the result of the voluntaﬁy effort of Hadassah's 200,000 members. The:

main sources from which our health services derive their dincome are the health
. ; s X -

insurance fees paid b Jew1sh workers.

Here you see the health buiget cf the Yishuv (see dlsgran page 16 of
"Palestine's Health in Flgures") that is 1ncluced in the previous .sum of é
million pounds., The health budget amounts to Fome.ég million pounds a year
and is dérlvedfézgizior the Ylshuv, 8,2% from Jewish sources abrosd - - almost i
entirely American Hadassah - and 1.6% from the Government of Palestine.

As I said, the main sources from which our health services derive their
income are the heslth insurance fees paid by Jewish workers = members of the
Workerst Sick Fund, named in Hebrew Kupat Holim - from patients! fees and, to
e lesser o tent municipal rates.v In 1946 the expendlture of Kupat Hollﬁﬁwhlch:
covers practically the entire Jewish worklng.populatlon - nearly 50% of the - ‘
community - amounted to LP 1,900,000, The health ef the worker is a nafionalj/;
asset - a defiqition.acceoted in international iabour‘conventiohs, and it .
vmuld have been natural to d1v1de this expenditure equally among the three
factors concerned: the Worker, the Employer, and the Government. Instead ‘the ;
proportion is 82:16:1 and even this one percent has been o7‘a1ned only
recentiy in the form of & small grent to the Kupat Hollm HOSﬂltals.

Here is the b&é%@gg;;a illustrating the position of this chlef medlcal
institution in this country, spending, as I said, last year, 1946, LP 1,900, OCO
82% is pald by the workers themse¢ves; 16% by emp syers - voluntarlly, beeause f
there is no legislation at all in this fes?ect - 1% by the‘Governmcnt; l%~frsﬁif
ether se;rces, .

In our memorundum to you 1t ‘was pointed” out thdt wooors Government has~

bcen reouestcd in vain by the &a%d Lsgm; to, come £o, the teonide | OF K““rt HOIA
Lo R _ o /both by means ;5 :
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" both by means of aporopriate secial legislation and by coqtributing-towards
the cost of maintenance of their serviees.:: The following extracts of letters
addressed by the Government. Department of Health to the Vaad Leumi, in reply
to the latter's representations in this matter, are characteristic of
Govarnment's attltude. ’ ERT e

n..It is the opinion of thls department -~ that is the Department of
Health —-- that legislation that involves compulsory contributions
towards health insurance, however desirable it may be for the Jewish
workers, would not be accepted favourably by the majority of the
labourers of this country®,..,and
"...In the opinion of Goverhment, the stage of development so far
reached in Palestine is not such as to admit of the establishment
of a general health or social insurance scheme, and ia the absence
of such a scheme it will be appreciated that Government cannoct
properly make contribution to a.fund maintained for the benefit
of onlJ one section of the oopuletlon."

" This attitude, in effect, meeus that Goverhﬁent shirks its elementary
'duﬁiés towards the health of a large working comm nity and has placed on the
shoulders of this community the entire burden of prdviding its medical
requirements. The'readiness~of the worker to pay excessive dues, in relation
to his 1imited;earnings, in order to ensure medical facilities when he falls

ill, is a strange reason for withholding from him his share of assistance

from public funds,

Pt .
P
.



s to the extent which the Yishuv benefits from Government's
social services - Government's education system, as you know, is-

purely frab, and Government's health services meet the.Yishuv's're

qulremﬂnts only to a smell extent. Less than six percent of all
Jewish patients admivted to hospitelg, and only three percent of al
Jewish out=-patients at%enulng clinics receive treatrent in Governme :
-
institutions.
Here is the diegram illustrating the position of ‘the hospitaliz
of Jewish petients .

tiom/in Pslestine (page 12, "Felestine's Health in Fig ures") Some
52,000 Jewish patients are trested in hespitals yearly, Out of thi
52,000, 48,000 - ¢2.1 percent - are trested in Jewish hospitals; Tes
#han 3,000 = or 5.5 percent - in Government hospivals, and_ &8kt 2.
percent. in non-Jewish hospitsls - that is, missionery hospitals. Tha
is the position with regsrd to hospitelizstion of Jewish patients;.

.The rext disgrem (page 13 of ”Pelestlne Fealth in FiguresW) 11
7 & A g O

the deily bed occupancy is over a hundred percent, and that is the
wilaen

aversege. That means there are days whea—eégg:;;z;%y additiocnal bedg
sre put in the corridors, em® in Government hospitals, the bed oc=.
cupency esmes is suventv-flve percent, and in the missionary hospltal

M%MWWW
only about fifty ncvcent.\Aﬁﬂu@k-—¥h~t~ts~a~éa$;¥ source of sufferly
for hundreds of patients, including many serious cases which must be
refused admission to hospitals. The distribution of Jewish out-
pntientsainAdispensaries o% varicus instituticnsAfge@-diAgramampag
lhpi“PaleStlne Herlth in Figures"#: 95.L percent "re treated in.Jewd
clinics, 3.1 percent in Governmment clinics, and 1.5 percent in mls

ary clinics = nun—Tew1sh clinics.

T wish to mention here that ell these figures giver here ar
/Governmen
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;wdovernment figures. In our~booklet'distributed among the members of
the Committee, these figures are included and the sources are indi-
‘cated there; they are all official sources.

'kl Nbét characteristic of Government's health policy is its attitude“
to theVJewish medical profession. dJewish doctors constitute some
90 percéﬁt of Palestine's medical profession, but what is their share

:;iﬁ:GOVQanent'S medical.services? Out of a total of 13 senior medical

;officens,theré is not one Jew - all being Britishers and arabs; and
§Qf3the twenty-five medical officers, Grade I, twenty are arabs and

HOHIY‘five;are Jews, the latter}having been appointed only a few months

jagcji §~ma¥—assume—tha%—mas-a\result of some pressure on behalf of the

Vaad Leumi.-

H A’ Here is a diagram illustrating the position (page 15, "Palestine':

Health in blgures").. Fhis—is the mediesd—professtonofPatestines
You seehﬁrom amcng 2,700 doctors in Palestine, some 2,400 - nearly
‘9Q percent - arc Jews, and scme 10 percent non=-Jews.

' 13 Pons ane no abatl,

~He£$—ae aovernment Serviee, @enlor Hed¢ca¢ @fflcers uewsxggggg

A tRere ane
A\Medical Officers Grade I& Jews 54 QﬁQAJQWS)VQﬂy

- This is at a:time when Jewish doctors have earned great populerity

emong arabs in FPalestine as well as in the neighbouring countries.

qﬁccbrding to the officirl figures aveoilable, some 2,500 non-Jewish

fpatlenfs are treated yearly in Jewish hospitals and many thousands of

.non-Jew1sh out-patients in Jewish dispensaries. In this connection it

ls}of interest to note thet even after the official boycott on Jewish

*doctors procleimed some time ago by the t/ b liedical nssociation,

uArab patients continue to attena tne Jewish medical institutions as
2 ‘W'm.d’—o( ,
.before. lt_may—%e~ef—iﬁ%er33%~%e add that in Jerusalem there are more

‘Arabq 1n the Hadassah Ho§p1tal than there are Jews in the Government
: S

*h‘spltals\
Government's hea 1th policy places the Ylshuv in a most serious

lenma' either to cut dom1 its essentlal serv1ces, educatlonal
e /m@dlcal
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‘pedical and social welfare, or to increase more and more the rotes and
fees already over-burdening the members of the Jewish Community. The
Yishuv endeavours to foliow the latter path, raising heszlth insurance

dues and municipal rates, as well as payments for services, such os

patients! fees, tuition fees in so%p/is, and malntennnce fees in

soclal welfare institutions, etc. The latter recourse is contrary to

the social.character of theée serﬁices, and greatly affects the poorer 
sections of the comuunity. This is particularly feltvin the mixed
towns where practicelly no aid is forthcoming from the muniéipal
authorities towards the social needs of the pépulation.
E—Lhéak—whéﬁjfthe Government's policy as regards the Jewish com-
munity €5 not to help those who héip themselves; its policy &s regérd$t
the arob community is the reverse ~ to help those who do not help
themselves. 'All the arab social services are meinta 1ned with & few
exceptions, by Government. The contribution towards these services
from local taxation and fees is insignifica.%., dInstead of educatlng
the arab community towards flnanc1a* and dmlnlstratlve responshblllty ;

Y

!wand administration of their social services, Government ‘absolves them -

through part1c1pat10n of thelr local authorltles in the malntenance

from this responsibility. Instead of encour%&ng arab initiatiVe,
pesker Government discourages Jewish initiative. In this way Goverh-fV?
ment cannot, naturally, meet the health needs of the pdpulation with”*f
the small funds at its disposal for headth purposes, even aFter dls-
regarding its duty towards the Jewish comuunity. Outstandlng is
Government's failure in two fields of public heslth which should have Q?
leen its main concern: The fight against tuberculosis, and the care ff_
for mental diseases.

In 1935 a Government expert who made an inquiry into the state of
tuberculosis in ‘this country reported as follows:
#™ > oroblem of . tuberculosis among all communities in
Fa.o .iine is of sufficient gravity to warrant systematic. ..
attention on modern lines, the valuable time lost by the - -
‘inability of Government to take active measures in the
past making the yOSltlon all the more urgent." \

/Since that]

P AN - S R
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: Since that report nothing has been done to. cerry out its recommenda-
‘_tions. _.ioreover, when the Vaad beuni last year submitted to Gorern-
.ment‘a plan for the erection of‘two tuberculosis hospitals - a total
of AQO beds - which are badly needed to meet the most pressing de-
mands of the Jewish community, and asked faor a capital grant of
twenty-five percent of the total cost involved - that means taking
kﬁupon itself éeventy«five percent -~ their request was rejected by
‘éévernment. »

" The shortage of beds for»mental patients sometimes tekes on an
aspect of = public scandal., . The cdecision taken by Government scme
twenty yeers ago to establlsh o large mentcl hosg;t al in Jerusalem
has not yet materialized. Government's failure to respond to these
;vital requirements of the COmmunity ié gven more striking igfview of
the fact that Government's estimates of revenue and expegﬂgture-for
the year 1947 - 1948 show, on 31 March 1947, a surplus of six million
pounds. | |
It is regrettable that Government's health budget is relatively’
 small, constituting only five percent of its totel expenditure.
Govarnment as 1s known, argues that it is unable to set aside larger
»’sums for social serv1ces owing to the large expenditure on segu?lty,,.
5:but it is also a fact th 't in peaceful years, for example, 1931 -
1{1935, the percentage of expenditure on health serviceswas not higher
;ﬁthan at present. However, even granting Govermment's argument, one
L}ésks oneself whether it is indeed for the Jewish taxpayer to bear
t.the heavy burden of texes in orcder to enable Govermment to maintain
‘ia regimé in Palestine devoid of eny mcral or constitutiocnal basis.
These are the political and edministrative conditions under which

';ﬁhe Yighuv has to meet its ever-growing needs; to provide education-

al facilities for every Jewish child in a land-where education is not

fbmpulsory; te core for the health of -the worker in a country where

‘health insurzica is. again, not compulsory; to maintain welfare
' ‘ ‘ ’ -/services-
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services in.a country where there are no legislative provisions. for
" social security. The vdluntary funds established for these purposes
py the General Federation of dJewish Labour, such as the Unemployment

Fund, the Invalidity Fund, Pensions Fund, etc., receive no assistance

whatsoever either from Government ér from employers.

" Under such conditions the Yishuv has not only to care for the -
maintenance of its ncrmal.services, but had, from the very beginning, 4
to overcome the obLstacles which beset the path of the early settler,

and first and foremost, to eliminate the dangers which threatened

his health and very life throu.h the diseases prevalent in the
country. The few maps and diagrams which I am going to present to %
. E
you illustrate some cf the achievements in this field. ‘ |
i
Teking first the great problem of melaria: you see here an of=-.. |
ficial map taken from a” Government survey publishecd before the war
(last map in "Palestine‘q Heglth in Figures"), It is Palestine in
Audm :
1920 The blue arcas are the highly infected  areas, whthrmalarian In
930, SO —100 :

“Qs,ln 1855 two—hundred percent.

The rest. of the country wasZ@alari 1, but the percentage was from ten

the blue area the rate of infection

to fifty percent. That is the of Falestine in 1920 as pre=~

sented by an official map of the Government of Palestine.

Now comes another ea-the—seme map - the map of Jew1sh settlements

Bom S o'ls
in Falestine since 1920. = the brown part you can see that the

Jewish settler almost closely followed the highly infected areas of
malaria. What it meant Egg the Jewish settler and the Jewishvhealth_if

service Qurlng the twenty-five years is quite cbvious
wadh/uxﬂuwné
The next diagram illustretes the results of Jew1sh-£g;a+¢al—WE¥

during the twenty-five years (page 9, "Palestine's Health in Flgures")

As-a-ma%%er—af—ﬁﬁeﬁy—&s started in 1922 SHPA—sys%ema%ﬁe~&&ﬁe with the
shadiafament

eree%er»of a SPDClml institution for malaria research, -Here you ™ -

can segfgﬁ;ﬁiygreﬂs -.a$%=a%§=%h§=assas settled by the Jewsy the

' Ht} h, the ngsan and. the %Tek Hefer, and you.can see hOW'malarla'gfffi

1n01dence in these areas dropped durlng the years to an almost
‘ ‘ / J/meglig ble
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| :’négligible percentage. éggg:gs:the He}éh-area, which is far from
being',t”claimed;ﬁnd_aaei‘i:wa%edx )

Here we come to another diseasg,%diagram, page 10, "Paléstine's
Health in Figureé"), which was severely endemic in Palestine after
the First Wworld War and now-fgggggg{gﬁmost a'negligble rate among
"the:Jewiéh pcpulaticn. It is also decreasing constantly among the
.. Arabs: Here are two lines: one, the Jewish community as a whole, ang

the other, the Oriental Jews, such as the Tiberias community, -which
1f:*ﬁ§%é’a percentage cf 80 pereent of trachoma among the school children

‘ o
M—A .
¥ is now nearing almost the average rate of the Jewish community in

jﬁ- Palestine. : | Lo ll 4 Y

Here is the arab line showing the decrease in[incidence) ~Bubt—it

f ﬁ?aégggfttét the work of the Government in the arab ischools was less

‘l, successful, .at any rate, than -the Jewish, and trachoma came again

3 émong.theVOriental Jews where the same rate of trachoma among the

school children was as among the arabs,

I now refer to a diagram entitled "Mortality from Typhoid in
. Varicus Countries" (Page 11). This chart smeiudes—eniy—typhoidand
SIEE %W-’dew

... the results‘ar ¥RW® disappointing. The reason why-they are iKY
- ‘disuppointing is bLecuuse we had no control JgMeStActred\ of the
. arcb sector, and werhad-moeentrod over the sources of the disease,

You wiil-see here that while in the Western ccuntries typhoid is
at o WM—-M
o etmestTITimited——is does not exist as a serious disease - the Palestine

~ Jewish community here belongs to the backward- countries, and the srab
f3";»»7lcommunity has the highest percentage of ty"oid - néarly two per |

. thousand of populaticn. The. Jewish community has about one case per
F¢>thousand a year. But, that includes also a lot of cases of typhoid

:'i.which could be prevented by an effective campaign ageinst it, by

. measures of sanitation, etc. Now, we are compelled, almost every
‘year. to provide mass inoculatién against typhoid; similer to the

i@éthod used in the army during the war, in-order - to pfé#ent'the

L

A ed by Dag H: s /disease.
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ldisease. Wghtrleu to preveit this disease by 1noculat1ng all our

\  gchoel children, but it certainly is not a means to eradicete it = itf
is only ¢ means to prevent gﬁzi;iE;:§;:

I now refer to o dia gram entitled "Death Rates" (Page 3). Here

you see death rates per one thousand population., The lowest line in=

dicates Palestine Jews. The next line just above indicates Palestine:

lioslems. The top line indicates tgypt. You can see here that the
Jewish mortality rate dropped from some 16 to some 6 1/2»per thouéand
of the populaticn, The Moslem mortality rete rgein dropped very
rapidly and is now nearing the LBuropean morta lity rate. hThere was aﬁr
time when the Moslem mortality rate, twenty years ago, was higher:v
than the Egyptian mortality rete. At the same time the Egyptian

mortality rate is almost on the same level ns it was twenty years ago.

All these diagrams, as I mentioned, are tased on official figures. . .

With regard to mgypt the official figures are those of the Egyptian«:j
Government. I now refer to a diagram entitled “Dééﬁh Rates in S
Thirty Countries" (Page 4). This diagrem, and I am referring -to the
(ke SHualion ths Frrot o
one indlcatlngﬂafterAWorld VWar One’ shows the position of Palestine ~;;
emong thirty countries. Below you see Palestine's position 1nmeolkte-g
1y bufore or after Wworld Wer II. after the Flrst World War, some ..
twenty-five years ago, you see the lalestine Jews in the middle
of these thirty ceuntries. Now,—etpreseat, it has advanced to

first place, as I have mentioned, the Jewish mortality rate in

Palestine is one of the luwest in the world - 6.5. &also, the
Moslem mortality rete advanced from second place to much nearer

to the surcpean countries, leaving behind almost all the oriental

countries,

I now refer to a dlugrgm entltled "I nfant Mortality ih Palestina;f
and Egypt", (Puge 6). Here agaln ycu see the decrease, almost V
parallel, in the Jewish 1nfgnt mortality with the Moslem infant

" mortality for the past twenty years. The bgyptian mortality rete

N N ST Y Jagain
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agein remained as it was some twenty years ago.

I now refer to a diagram entitled "Infant Mortality among
Oriental and European Jews in Falestine" (Pazge 7). Here is an
important picture, illustrated by this diagram, showing what
can‘be achieved by modern héalth work, and particularly by
. moaern infant health work. as you know, there is in Falestine
a considereple proportion of Oriental Jews. These Oriental
Jews had a very high infant mortality rate. It was almost
~as high s it was in the ar¢b sector of the community. Now,
due to the constant efforts by the Infant Welfare Services,
by the Had@ésah Medical Urganization, end by other bodies,

it dropped almost to the rate of the kuroiean part of the
Jewish community., Here are Jewish children of muropean
origin, and here are Jewish children of Oriental origin -
y-u can readily see the difference. Once again 1t must be
.stressed at this point that among the Oriental Jews the
percentage .of the very poor is\very 2%iii~ég§3y say even
higher than the averesge, Buti?ﬁggguﬁhe difference in
mortality rates in the richer classes and in the poorer

classes can be abolished by systematic and



; ,

) ;

) I} benefit of the Jew1sh5populat¢on and the country as a whole. B.- The

i
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exténsive medical work,
I now refer to a diagram entitled "Child Mortality in Palestine"
"Palestine Hesith in Figures"),
(Page 8/ This is a alegram showing child mortality up to the age of five

years. Here arerAPslems and here are Jews. Among the Moslems, out of one

thousand new born children about five hundred died before the age of fives

That was the position swenix years ago. Now you can see that it &ad dropped
tqhearly half, only two hundred and fifty. - This refevs to all towns of

Palestine. You-ean—see that the loslem-morbality rate-dropped-to-bwo-hundred—

3 s o Eg'?. of I"i"VE.

Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay) : Did you say two hundred?
Mr, KiTZNELSON : No, two hundred and-fifty—-nearly half the previous
rate, Now here we have again the Moslem mortality umuag children in purely
fifleon
Arab districts. You see it as it was btwembt¥ years ago and as it is now,
But, if you compare that with mixed districts, Jaffa rural sub—dlytrlct and

W, beneficialeffeet of-

Haifa rural sub-district,. you can see pow;w%y~b6£e§e—the Jewish settlementAEECWn

MMW@ N
mas~alweys—%he—ﬂaﬁﬁw-—hew7~&%—as—a&ways—dos%ea61ﬁv~—an& the purely Arab

dlStrlCtgﬂgggffﬁCh higher thanl?he mixed districts,fJaffa and Heifa. Jewish.
mortality among children is certainly lower, but still one hundred are aylng'
before the age of five, It is quite clear that the mortality rate among the
Moslem people can be dropped even more if Jewish settlement is allowed to
continue.

Now to conclude my esvidence., What conclusions are to be drown from the
above facts? A. The Jewish community of Palestine has proved by a quarter of‘
a century of constructive work its‘abiiity to establish and maintain, under

i T

the most unfavourable con01t10ns, nubllc serv1ces cn a natlonal oCule for the

B T,

polltlcal condltlons 1n thls country are in complete contradiction to the
~progressive cheracter of the Jewish Community, and shackle its constructive
ability to develor this country for the absorption of immigratibn on a scale

éiggiglﬁéaga to the needs of the Jewish people. C. The present state of

) PP
Jaffairs
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f affairs involves the Yishuv in a tregic and constant conflict between its
'% social requirements, which are those of: a civilized state, and its

§ potentialities which are those of a §o1untary organization. There*is énly
g one remecy for the present intolerable situation, and that is to grant the
t Jewish community of Palestine a status which will enable it to fulfil its

'_histdric mission by establishing a _Jewish State in Pzlestine,

‘CH“IRMnN I thank you, Dr. Katznelson, and I rscognige lMr. David Remes,  '
(At that point,
Mr, David Remez took a seat at the table)

lr. RELEZ (Chairman of the Vaad Leumi) : On coming here to sum up the
testimony which has been submitted in the name of the Yishuv, I should like
b to mention first of all that the news of'thé visit here of the United Nations §
Special Committee on Pale Qtlne was rccel"'q by the Yishuv with hope and faith;f
even though we are weary of enquiries, More than two years have passed since g

the end of the World War against Hitler, and we have seen only broken pledges f'

and unfulfilled promises as far as the Jewish people is concerned. We sai&

"4t last the question has reached the judgment seat of the United Nations, and }
the day for pronouncing an 1nternatlonal verdict has come." You took ths
ktrouble to travel North and South; you did not mind undertaking tiring Jourﬁey -
on our hot summer days, and we are grateful for it. We believe that what you-
see wiﬁh your own eyes 1s the best testimony to our enterprise. You have
seen for yeurseives by what a powerful urge té iive and by what a strong
‘creative impulse are moved those who bear the main.burden of the work of our

-revival, These are not destructive, but creative forces which have never

Been’frightened of sand or swamp, of rocks or desert, Through much pioneering. j
labour all this has been turned into agricultural land whicb can support a
‘thriving ﬂopulatlon. We have actually only one prayer: thet you, the delegatesi
- of the United Nations, W}ll understand this great constructive endeavour whlch;}
‘I'derivas from the hopes of generations now at 1ast'being fulfilied. The 1

g?vﬁpon51b111ty whlrh falls on you and those who sent you is all the greater

 prec1se1y because, 1nternatlonally apnroached the problem is not difficult of’
4 y;  /solution,
,/ '

’ . s
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solution,

2. The historical connections of the Jewish people with its land are not
mummified memories of the past; they are those of a living people which has
ever kept its fzith in its deliverance and restoration. The associations

of the past and the hopes of the future are inseparably bound together. On
these two shores, the past and the future, beat the waves of Jewish immigratioh
-from all parts of their exile and at all times, defyingz the ferils of the
Jjourney and the verious oppressive regimes in this country. The world
acknowledged this unique connection and the League of Nations gaﬁe it its
express arproval in the Palestine Mandate, ' V

3° The ¥EEEEX is a hardy cémmunity, educated to indevendence and self-
defence from its very inception. From the days of Ottoman rule in Falestine

it has u;dargone severe trials. Those responsible for the government of the
country were not slways able or willing firmly to defend the Jews., Never-
theless, the Yishuv struck root; it crested a new egriculture and industry,
revived its language, set up scientific institutes until, today, it represents
a sélf-contained ecgnomic and altural entity, capable of ¢arrying out its
historic mission, sanctioned by the Notions of the World - that of gathering
together the dispersed of Israel in their home. If a men does not take his
homeless and afflicted brother into his home, then he is no real bfother or

his home is not 2 home. Qur home, our National Home, is closed to us from

the outside, and for two years we have been battering our hecds zgainst the
doors guarded by fleets and aeroplanes. It would be your privilege; delegates
of the nations, to omen these gates at once. Do not let the poisén sink
further into the souls of these outcasts and into our éwn soulsg, 4nd these
outcasts in Europe are not th: only ones, )

Le We know that the anvil of our work is the waste-lands. Tt is within
our power to fertilise théﬁ and drive ocut desolation from 211 corners of the

country. We are thankful to Providence thet our work does nct despoil- others
Jout adds

LT R S o -




o

P

S

N Lo

-
FL

A/KC.13/P.V.24
Page 58

but adds something to what they have, It raises us and our neighbours; and
our neighbours, the Arabs,_cannotrrightly obstruct our return. You, delegates
gf the nétions,_know that five Arab States‘are already represented in the
United Nations, the sixth stands outside of his own free wilt and the seventh,
whose territory was originally included within the boundaries of the Mandate,
is seeking admission. The area of land which is in the possession of these
States is enormous, but all sparsely populated. Is there really any inter-
national law t@at even the poor men's ewe lamb, his only one, should be given
to the rich ?
5. The Yishuv and the Zionist Movement have declared in explicit térms that

an independent Jewlish State will be based, from the beginning, on the

assurance of full civic, culturel and religious rights for the irabs, whether

as individuals or as a community. A threefeold safeguard will here be

operative; the presence of the ireb peoples around us and our sincere wish to

- live in peace with them, the existence of scattered Jewish-communities through-

oufthe world, and the adherence of the Jewish State to the principles of the
United Nations, But youannot reverse this claim and suggest to the Jews

that instead of political independence in their own country - the only one

iy T BRI

they have in the world- they should accept minority rights whileithe Arabs
should receive yet another State in addition to the seven they aiready have.
In conclusion, Mr, Chairman, may I be allowed to indicate the following

three essential points:

2. No moru delay. No more lebtting the bitterness of disappointment seep

into the hearts of Jews. The most cruel feature of this situation is

A

delay.

b, No solution that is not a reasl soluticn. What use will any constitutional
arrangement. be to us if it makes us devendent on those who deny the.
essential principle - our right to return to ocur country and develop it

as ou neland ?
s our homelen /No further patronage
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c. No_further vatronage. We have -reached the point where the consummation

of our enternrise as well as the creation of friendly relations between

oursclves and the arabs are contingent on our indecmendence. Once a

Jevish State has come intc being, reciprocal rclations between it and its
R Py &m———-————"—"‘—_—.—_ \

neighbours will follow, Give the constructive genius of the Jewish

people & wroper chance and one of the sorest international problems will

have found a jusf and happy solution.

CHAIRMAN : I than vou, Mr. Remez, Now, I would like to put to you some’
questions. You have indicated certain general principles, but if you should
try to put these general principles into a more concrete form what solution
would you propeose *©

Mr. REMEZ : Our President, kr. Ben-Zevie, has declar ed in his opening

address that we identify ourselves entirely with the political demands of the

Jewish Agency which has largely been explained, I believe.

CHAIRIGN : So you want to promote the same solution as the Jewish Agency ?

kr. REIBEZ : Yes.

CHAIRIAN : What ubout the partition scheme which has been discussed here
so meny times?

Mf. REVEZ : We identify ourselves also in this reswect with the.
declaration mede by the Cheirman of the Jewish sgeney, M¥r., Ben Gurion., We are
ready to negotiate a proposal for establishment of a Jewish State, without
prejudice to our main claim,

CHAIRMAN @ Doss any lember of the Committee want to ask any cuestion ?

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands) : T would like to- ask if the problem of Palestine
and the solution the Jewish igency is presenting has been discussed in the
representative bodies of the Yishuv in Palestine and, if so, whetrer we could

—_—— .
then get some information on the results. Heve you taken votes on any
decisions which have been reached ?

Mr. RE!EZ : Yes, sir. There were many discussions, naturally, in the

elected bedies of the Jewish community. But, as a vart of the Jewish people,
/we are 1ncluaed

i
:
;
3
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we are includad in a World Organization,-and we accept the decisicons made by
the Zionist Congress as binding .for us as well,
Mr, BLOM (Netherlands) : You said there have been discussions in the

representative body of the Vaad Leumi, Was it then decided that whatever the

Zionist Congress and, on their behalf, the Jewish Agency would present as the
opinion of the Jews all cver the world would be accepted by the Yishuv also,
or with specific proposals and specific solutions by your representative

body before the discussions came up ?

Mr. RELEZ : One of the fundamentals of the Yishuv and of the elected

assembly of the Yishuv is that they are included =nd consider themselves as

a part of the World Jewish Orgenization., I would say it is & constitutional
basis accepted forever, But, we have also identified ourselves with the
request for a Jewish State. That is a resolution accected by the elected

——
assembly of the Yishuv identifying the Yishuv with the establishment of a
Jewish State. If you like we could provide‘you with the resolution.

Mr, BLOM (Netherlandé) : It is not quite clesr to me yet., If it is
constituticnal that the Vaad Leumi should not present its own separate view,
why then discuss it in the representative body of the Vaad Leumi ? My first
question was if the problem had been discussed and the answer was, yes.

Dr., ELIASH : If you will he good enough to glence at the very last page
of the\Supplement}presented to the United Nations by the Government you will
find there that the Yishuv has sent 79 delegetes to the last Zionist Congress,
and tha£ these delegates belong to various poditical parties. The same
political partics, most of £hem, are also represented in the elected assembly
of the Jewish community. There can be no doubt that the gquestion which so
vitally affects the future of a community would merit the liveliest discussion
in its representative assembly. But at the same time, it cannot constitution-
ally pass a resolution which would be binding on the Jewish people. On the
contrary, a resolution to the contrary would be binding on the Jewish

population of Palestine which considers itself politically affiliated with it.
/Therefore,
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Therefore, while there is a discussion of the current thought in the country
and the opinion of the Jewish community is considered and given due weight
by the Zionist World Organization, the actual resolution which is présentéd
on behalf of the Jewish people is on behalf of the Jewish agency and not of
the Vaad Leumi,

CH“iRMAN : T want to put a question in connection with the one put by
Mr. Blom. I recad here in the onnnlnp address of Mr. Ben-Zevie the follow1ng.
"The Vaad Leuml, the General Coun01l of the Jewish communlty of Palestine,

represents the entire organized Yishuv of over 600,000 Jews. Every single one

of the three hundred and forty settlements, rural and urban, is a unit of the

Knesset Israsel, as the organized Jewish community is called. Every four years

general elections arc held for the Elected Assembly, the supreme parliamentary

RS
aswer ey

the number of electors aJounted to 300,000, of whom 67% went to the polls.

We are the iny body, elected on a democratic basis, authorized to speak on
behalf of Palestine Jewry." How many members coes this elected parliamentany
body consist of ?

¥r. BEN-ZEVIE : One hundred seventy-one members.

CH:IREAN ¢ And does this body elect representatives to the Zionist
Congress ?

Mr. BEN-ZEVIE : Not exactiy.‘ This body elects only the Vaad Leumi, the
Executive Council which is called General Council or National Couneil,
consisting of forty-two members. This Council, which meets every month or so,
elects a permanent esecusive of 11 to 13 members who Qork daily, most of them,
in the office.. Now, about the delegrtes in the Zionist Congress=~they are |
elected separafely, ot through this Assembly, but by popular elections.

CHAIRMAN : Do you, in the Yishuv, discuss these political issues ?

Mr. Ben-ZEVIE
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Mr. BEN-ZEVIE : Yes, certainly we discuss them in our Aissembly, and
after discussing we came to the same conclusions supporting the views of
demands of the Jewish Agency towards -the big issue, the Jewish State in
Palestine, That is the only:solution»we accepted in our Assembly, and we
~are entitled, on behalf of the Vaad Leumi, on behalf of the communities,

' to express the views here which were presented by the Chairman.
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CHAIRMAN : Was that a unanimous vote on the questlon to
which you refer ?

Mr. BEN-ZEVIE : Of course that happens very seldom in any
parliament; it was not unanimous, but thére was a very large

- majority. The minority remained a mirority but accented the

views of the majority. The decision of the magorlty prevalls.

It may be that minorities still ‘have their or1n1on ‘put they

accepted the majority and the majority prevails, as in every

other government. .The majority of the government or the par-

liament prevails, although minorities may remain wWith other
views.

CHAIRMAN : Did you take thls vote before or after the
Zionist Congress 7 '

Mr. BEN-ZEVIE: It was before the Zionist Congress.

Nr. BLOM {Netherlands) : I have one more question. I would
remark that Mr. Ben-Zevie just said that as in every other '
government , the majority prevails, ;

My last point is this : I would like to know which labour -
conventions are in force here in Palestine. Is the policy of -
tﬁE’ESQérnment with regard to the application of labour conven-
tions -the same as either in the United Vingdom or the Colonial
territories, or is it different from both ? Can you tell me
that ? I mean, what is the trend of it ?

* Mr,/BELIASH : As repards real social legislation in Pales-
tine, Palestine is still in its infancy. %e have & lorkmen's
Compbﬁﬁétion Ordinance which has recently been"drafted. This =~
is about the only thing on the Statute Bock of Palestine in the
nature of labour legislation.

Mr. BRILEJ (" Yugoslavia) : You told us that Vaad Leumi
has the same point of view as the Jewish Agency in regard to
partition or establishment of an independent state in Palestine.
Does that mean that all groups within the Jewish Agency have th63
same point of view, or are there some groups which do not have

the same point of view in regard to partition ? Is there only
a numerical majority or minority against -or for .partition ?

i)y
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'5_ment, eventually arrive at a policy. - A coalition government
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Mr. ELTASH : Well, there is no doubt obout it, that not

pafties who would exclude partitioh as a’ possible solutior »e
cause thev ask for the whole of. Palestine as a Jewish- State.

Others. cxeuse it because. they prefer parity and a bi-nationa
state. The matter has certaihly been very thoroughly discuss
for years. But in all such matters, Jews, as a coalition gov

eventually arrives at a platform which 1t presents on behalf ¢
its entity and not on behalf of the group which advocates it.

~ Mr. BRILEJ (Yugoslavia) : May I ask which groups betwed
the Jewish Agency and the Jewish Commﬁnity are in favor of est
blishment of independenbe of'Palestine as a Jewish state in tH
whole of Palestine ?"Which7groups are in favor of establishme
of a state in an adequaté territory ? Thich froups are for a
b1~nat10nal state ? e would like to have the situation clearx

Mr. ELIASH : If I may say so, some‘part of this informa-
tion is contained in the statement which“has heen prepared b&
the Government,'which more or less accurately represents the
position. You will find there stated thatmthe HashpmertHatzai
are the protagonists of the bi-national independent state in
Palestine based on the principles of Zionism and socialism, as
it is- stated here. You will also find here that some of the
parties share part of these views. The matter really cannot
be stated with great brevity. It has _taken the Covernment

_ about half a dozen pages to state it.

If the Committee desires, the Vaad Ieuml will present a
statement which accurately sets out the views of the various
parties; Ve will also give their numerical proportion.

Mr. GRANADOS (uatemala) : I should like to put a few
questlons to Dr. Eiiash

The Vaad éﬁnl has submitted a memorandum on the Emer-
gency Defense Regulations of Palestine. Furthermore you, your
self, Mr. Eliash, mentioned in your exposition some features
of the Emergency Regulations. The first questlon I have is :
Do you Kknow of a éimilar lerpislation in any part of the world

~or in any time or in any epoch of humanlty ? Do you, as an

excellent attorney, an expert in Palestlne law, know of a simi

 lar law anywhere else ?
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Mr. ELTASH ! Well, I would not claim such a wide knowledge
of legislation all around the plois, par*lcu)arly when I slt

i o e T S e

Bit T think one can add it to the unigue fleatures of Palestine.
You have heard so much about the Palestine case being unigue. .
To the best of my knowledge, the entire comhlnatlon of all these

before an qsqemblg in which so me.ny nations are represented

provisions is certainly unique. ,
CHATRMAN : ¥e might perhaps clear up that Question in the
Committee when we rome to the stage of writing ‘our report.

Mr. GRANADOS (Guatemzla) : I am interrogating a witness.
who is an' expert on Palestine law Iw am entitled, I think,

to know everything he can say about it.

Now, Mr. Eliash, on what legal grounib was that law en-
acted ?

Mr., ELIASH : In 1937, there was a special Order-in-_
Council which has given extremely wide powers to the High Com-
missioner to enact these regulations. As a matter of fact, I
have it with me, and I can refer to it if you wish me to.

The Palestine Order-in-coﬁncil, 1937; which was gazetted
in Palestine on the 20th of March 1937, gave power to the High
Commissioner to make such regulations as appear to him, in his
unfettered discretion, to be necessary oz expedient for secu-
ring the public safety, the defense of Palestine, the mainte-.
nance of public order, and the suppression of mutiny, rebel-
lion and riot, and for secufing the eésentialé of life to the
community. It was under this Order=-in-Council that the present
Regulations have been published in 1945. '

Mr. CRANADOS (Cuatemala) : Can you explain to me, Dr.

‘Eliash, how can &n Ordesin-Council be applied to Palestine ?

I mean, on what legal grounds are the Orders-in-Council based ?
Is that on the Parliament Act of 1890 2 -

_onadled

Mr. ELIASH : His Majesty psg;s%ered it in Palestlne,
mainly under the Foreign Jurgdittion Act of 189Q¢ and it -has
been recently held bY‘oggqcéﬁrts in Palestine that the Munici-

pal Courts. in Pal estine cannot question whether these enact- 4
ments are or are not comtrary to the idandate; the courts havine
held that the lMandate, béing in tﬁe natufe of a treaty or a
covenant betwééﬁ the Allied Powers and His Majesty, it is only.

o

o
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the Allied Powers or their successors that can raise an objec-
tion to the legislation being contrary to the lMandate, but not
the people of Palestine before the .unicipal Courts.

Mr. GRANADOS (Guatemala) : Do you have there the text of
the ‘Mandate ? ' ‘

liar. ELIASH : I have.

Mr. GRANADOS (Guatemala) : Have you noticed that in
" several articles of‘the Mandate they make a distinction bet-
ween the iandatorv and the Administration of Palestine ?

Mr. ELIASH : Yes, Sir.

Mr. GRANADOS (Cuatemalda) : Could you read Article I of
the Mandate ? '

Mr. ELIASH : Yes, it is before me. "The Mandatory shall
have full powers of legislation and of administration, save
as they may be limited by the terms of this Mandate."

Mr. GRANADOS (Cuatemala) : Will you please read Article
7 now ? '

CHAIRMAN -: Iir. Granados, what are you aiming at now ?

#r. GRANADOS (Guatemsla) : I am going to ask ir. Eliash's
‘legal opinion. C
: CHAIRMAN : On the formal validity of these Orders-in-
Council ? |

Mr. GRANADOS (Cuatemala) : Yes.

CHAIRMAN : But therehas been no contention on any side
that they are or are not valid.

Mr. GRANADOS (Guatemala) : It is not a question of con-
tention; it is a question of wanting to hear the opinion of
an attorney who is an expert on the legislation of Palestine.

CHAIRMAN : This is not a question of the legislation of
Palestine. It is a auestion of the lLegislation of the Manda-
tory Power.

Mr. GRANADOS (fuatemala) : Well, it is the application
of the Mandate. . .

NN
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Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay) : It is a question for the Com~:
mittee.

Mr. GRANADOS (CGuatemala) : The Mandate is the bagis of"
everything that has teen done in Palestine.

CHAIRMAN : I eould understand the question if it had been
suggested from any side that it was formally not valid.

Mr. GRANAD® - (Guatemala) : I am sorry, Sir. I have notia
ced that in that case of the lepislation of Palestine there is
some kind of reserve, and, as I exposed it in one of the private
meetings of the Committee, I had the intention to prove, or at
least to show that most of the legislation of Palestine, in my
opinion, is invalid. I feel that T am entitled to ask the opi-
nion of one of the outstahding lawyers of Palestine. I just
want to ask him two more questions. -

First, will you please =read the first part of Article 7
of the kandate ?

Mr. ELIASH : "The Administration of Palestine shall be
responsible for enacting a nationality law".

Mr. GRANADOS (Cuatemala) : Do you not think that it is
only in that case that the Administration'of Palestine can en- -
act laws if, according to the first Article,-the limitation of
the terms of the randate are for the Administration of Palestine?

Mr. ELIASH : ¥ith all respect, it has always been regarded
that Article 7 makes it a specific duty incumbent on the‘Admiﬁiéf‘
tration of Palestine to enact a nationality law. It was never
understood to mean that the Administration of Palestine shall .
be limited in its powers of Legislation only to nationality law.

It is understood, and always has been understood, that the Man- .
datory legislates in Palestine, through the machinery of the |
local administration, but that such legislation'is limited to
the provisions of the .andate and can in no case be contradic-
“lir. CRANADG (Cuatemela) : Is that Act of Parllaméﬂl P
1890 something that is to be applied to the colonies 7.
Mr. ELTASH : The Foreign Juridiction Act gives power to

tory or be in antimony with the prov181ons of the Mandate.

His iajesty to legislate in any part of the world for which
His llajesty is in any way respdnsible, either as a sovereign or,,
in the present case, as a iandatory. ‘
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Sir fAbdur R?HNFN (India): Cen vou tell me what wes the extent
of the-imﬁigr-tion from the Arab neighbouring countries?

' Fr, BEV-ZEVIE: I could not stete in that regerd any sure
figures) I know it is spoken about as 30,000,
- Sir Abdur RHIANV (Indie): ‘/hen was that?
Mr. BEN-ZEVIE: TFor the last year, 1945-19.46. i am not
responsible for the fig gures. This includes, of course, 2 very small
prorortion of legeal immi-<rrtion. MAs to the the remainder, I would
82y thrt we rre adgitting i~ the +owns, in the ville eges, people who
ere coming from Svria, Pna tney»ere emploved invdifferént capacities,
Ve W ve admitted them -- I crnnot stete how menv evectly —- but

that is the figure thet is mentioned by different peonle.

' 3ir "bdur RUHM (Indie): Do thev come here for s temporary
period, or do thev come here permenentlv?

Nr; BEM-ZZVIE: There ore ceftrih cases where thew come for

sessonsl work, but there sre menv ceses of men whe come” for seasonal

work end remain permenently., Tor instance, around Ia{fa, you will see

ani people who

remsined for vears end yeers. They built up temperary quérters but

they remeined for years end years.

Sir Abodur R'HEMAN {India): I suppose it is not possible for you o

to glve 2 definite ides about the numbers.

Mr, BIN-ZEVIZ: No. I would not do thot, but the genersl
numbers 2.e known. There hes been en increase of about 600,000

frabs, in comperison witu what it was 25 vears 2ago. Thet does not

represent n-tursl incresse alone; it represents o large number of
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immigrants. Otherwise, such a 1ar§e increase could not be explainéd as a
natural increase, © There was cnly a population of nearly 680,000 in Palestine,
including 80,000 Jews. This fi wure includes Bedouins and Christian Arabs.
Now you have another nearly 600.000 Arabs. That increase could never be
explained by netural increases, It inclﬁdes a large number of«immigrants.

Sir ABDUR RAHIAN (India): Now is it correct that the Government give
you 27 per cent of its finoncial budget toweards education and that you proﬁide
the rest? '

Fr. KATZNELSON: No,

Sir ABDUR RAHEAN (India): How much,

Mr. KATZNELSON: The Government contribution for the financial year
1945-1946 to the Vaad Leumi was nearly a quarter of a million pounds, The
public cxpenditure on the Jewish educational system was a million and three
quarters,

Sir ABDUR RAHMAMN (India): 27 per cent of the whole of the educational
budget.

Mr, KATZNELSON: Of the Government?

Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): Of the Government.

Mr, KATZNTLSON: There is a specific formula governing the allocation
from Government funds for Jewish educatior. The formulais Easéd on the
proportion between the Arab children of school age andi Jewish children of
school age, from the ames of five to fifteen.

liow, the present percentuge is ebout 30 per cent. The Jewish community
is receiving scrme 30 per cent of the Arab educetional expenditure, That
mems some 25 per cent of the total Government expenditure on educati&n.

Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): What is the Arab education expenditure that is
being incurred by the Government in employing governmént employees; inspectofs;
and so on. :

Mr, KLTZNELSON: The expenditure on Government education includec

the entire staff. The teachers ére almost all firabs, That
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is emong the inspectoriel. steff.

Sir fbdur R HM'M (Indie):. Is it Arab steff?

Mr, VITZVILTCY: The dirgctorate of the depertment hes sore
1Rritish{étaff but in genersl the /rrb educetionel system is staffed
hy rreb terchers end Arab inspectors. ! few emong them, 2s frr as
I know, rre Pritishers.

_Sir fbdur UVHMI/N (Indiz): I herrd thet the sum of 226,000
rounds wrs riven to the Jews in regard to H%}éh lends, for clesring
the melarial diseecse; is that correct? »

Mr. K/TZNIISON: By whom?

Sir fbdur R/HM.F (India): Pv the Government.

Me, K'QZMELSCI: Not es fer »s I know. The terms of the
commission on th. Huleh lend were, first of 211, thet the, Jewish
suthorities hed to 2llocete one-third of the older lends of the
THuleh for the ‘reb inhabitants. Thet is the first thing. The
second, we had to reclaim all the sEﬁmﬁé ir the Huleh ares, including
~ the Arab pert -- one-third sllocated by the /‘rabs. I do not know
 rbout anv other applic tion of Covernment funds for Jewish re-
»« settiemtnt.

Sir /hdur R'HM'M (Indie): You do not understand my question.
1 Wss'the sum of 225,000 pounds given to the Jews for m§;5f1e1
cemprien in the Hule™ 1-nds?

Mr, E!TZ'TLSCT: No, not & pennv w s siver to the Jews. On
the COﬂir:rv, the Jews hed to spend funds on frsb lends.

r. F/EREC'T {Uruguev): IMeyv I esk my questions tomorrow?
CHAIRI/N: Is it not better tc try to concentrete the question-

~ing et the seme time?
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Mr. F/BREG'T (Uruguay): BRut I would like to' formulate ny
questions tomorrow.
CH.IRNN: But the represcnteatives will heve to come beck

| tomorrow snd we hold up our work.

7 ‘ LT LT ARG
Ir. FféﬁEé’T‘(Uruquay): I sh-11l have to write my questions

. jfor tomorrow,
/ Pr. PLCM (NMetherlends): I sunpose the Verd Leumi organization
is hroken un i- seversl ‘eprrtments, the Executive, the Heslth,
the "dicctiorsl, =nd so on. 're these ‘epertments still in regular
contrct with the correspending Govgfnment deprrtments?

Mr. K'TZITLSOI:  Pirst of all,the technicrl depsrtments of the -
Verd Leumi, Tducation, Health,‘sdcial leifare, are in close contact
@ th the correspondine departments of the Government.

fr. BLOI (Metherlends): Is thet still the situstion todey?
Mr. KATZIELSO™: Yes. There is a conteet with the Government

regerding the common affairs of the community in 11 brpﬁches of
gocial services,

‘ Mr, BLON (Netherlends): Is the cooper-tion going #long on
smooth lines?

Iir. K.TZNZL30N: You cen see from oﬁr rmemorandum ¢nd from the
dirgrams presented here thest the cooperation wes merely one-sided.
On our pert, we'provided a verv considerable proportion of the
Gorernment revenues, but w. had to continue almost a censtent,
permenent fight for ever~ rennv rllocrted to the Jewish community.
I was persons1lv connected with this work for some tﬁentv or

'tWentV-five.vesrs, nd I must sev thet nothing is more difficult
#nd more diseppointing then erguing with the Covernment sbout the

vrovision of ‘adequate frcilities, both in services and iw noney for
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3 fhe requirements of the Jewish eommunity, If thet is called
 cooperstion, it may be, but I cannot accept it.
Mr. BLO" (Netherlands): I have one additional question. I
em efraid T did notmake ryself clear enough when I first asked the
" .question sbout the labour .conventions: I wes referring‘to
"&nternptionsl Labcur Conventions, conventions of the Internetional
‘ L;haur Orgenizetion., Did vou understend thet at the time?
Mr FLI'SH: T understood vour question to be whether there is
Pnﬁ similer provision in law in Fele=tire for tresting, let us sev,
1Pbou; unions or rel tions between enployers snd employees similer
"to thet in Englend, or whether it‘foliows the English pattern. To
which my reply wes: the 'nly thing which hes teken shape and form
of ;% ofdinencé in Pelestine is the lorkmen's Ordinence in Pelestine,
Mr, BLOM (Metherlends): ’'re there any lebour insrectors here?
M. ELILSH: Onlv under the Norkpéﬂ's Compensetion Crdinence.
There is inspection of machinery in connecticon with that. Fut
social legisletiom in Palestine is ceft:inly still in its infaney.
Mr, “LOM (Netherlands): How does it conpaere with the British
Coloniel territories?
Mr. ELI/SH: There mey be pleces which rre even less,edVrﬁced
 .then Pelestine; we certsinly do not herd the list,
| Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovekir}: Id not intend to .put eny
V'questions sbout the politicel issue becruse, in this reépect, the
,’ position of the Vead Leumi is quite clesr #nd can be expressed in
ore sentence, Thev endorse rll tret wes or will-'e seid by the
>Jewish jgenev; so it is quite unnecesserv to discuss thet aspect.

I heve onl— one question. ©€n pere 1 of the openirg stetement

e

p
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of ¥r. Ben Zevie, I see theat the lest electiomsfor Vead Leumi were
held in August, 1944, end that only 67 per cent of the voters went

to the polls. This meens the., » full oneéthifd cf the voters
sbstrired from voting. Thet is rether surprising to me in Viewldf
qthe highlv developed pelitical sense of the Jewish community in this
country. lMey I obtein the explenetion of this fect, wh.ch I think
is rether surprising?

Mr, BEN ZEVIE : I think thet in genersl 67 per cent is a fair
per cent of attendency., However, I would 1ike to teke this oppor- -
tunity to mention thet we heve en org?ﬁized Jewrv - of over‘éOO,boo;r
while the scturl fierures mev be cver 630,000, or something like. that

However, we hrve 2 numter of Jeus whe have left the community for

two reesons; some of them heve left for reesons of principle, end
some hrve left for finencierl ressons, beceuse they did not went to
pey the rrtes. /nvwev, fll of those groups together mey comprise
gomething like 5 per cent:. Iwuld sey we heve about 600;000
orgenized Jews, including children and infents. e do consider
the number of voters to be something like 300,000, There were scme
absteiners for politiecsal ressons, end some naturally abstaine&
beceuse thev were not willing to vote or they were too busy end
‘they could not get the time off. I think we may consider 67 per
eent a feir proportion of voters. If you teke other countries and
other places, wou mey find an even grester proportion of 2hsentees.
Mr., LISICIY (Czechoslovekia)}: Yes, it is true in other
countries where the situation is more normel, but given the specisl
chrrrecter of this countrv on which so much is insisted bv every - .
sperker, I must stress myself this grest rerson~l issue cf absentee-

ism, beceuse it is, es you: say, the only democratic wav of expressing

an opinion.
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Mr, REN ZRVIE: Mey I #lso renind you that after these electiong
after the first elected fssemblv we recelved a letter from the High

Comm1531oner in which he said he was satisfied it was a sufficient

"and>fai§}emount of ettendency.

Mr. LI3ICKY (Czechoslovakia): I em not specking for the High

Commissioner,

CHIIRM/N: Are there any more questicns?

Mr. Fabregat wents to rut some .questions tomorrow to Dr. Eliash
. : o

4

€N . .
‘end Dr, Katefﬂplsonchili ycu please be here and enswer thoss

questions.
. Mr. FABREG T (Uruguay):  Excuse me for being unable to question
you todevy '

CHATRIMAN: e h ve Fone through the agenda for todcy, (nd the

? meetlnﬂ is 'ﬂ1ourned until tomorrow merning at § a'clock.

Room,

The Committee will meet in private session ir the Co»ference

2

(The meetins sdjourmed st 1:30).

.
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